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By Grace are We Saved (Ephesians 2:8) 
 

 This Week’s Reading / השבועות הזה קוראים
 :תורה

 :הפטרה
 :הברית
 :החדשה

Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 
Isaiah 49:14-51:3 
Hebrews 11:8-13 Romans 8:31-39 

 10 
In this week’s reading from the Triennial cycle (Devarim / Deuteronomy 

10:12-11:25) Moshe is calling Yisrael to walk by faith and to walk in God’s ways 
by submitting to the authority of the Word of God (His commandments).  In last 
week’s study (Parashat Vaetchanan), we looked at how Ezra set for us an 
example of a life lived for the Lord and drawing near to God by (i) studying the 15 
Scriptures, (ii) practicing what he learned, and (iii) teaching what the Lord had 
laid upon his heart for the people.  Ezra 7:10 ֹּורַת יְהוָה כִּי עֶזְרָא הֵכִין לְבָבֹו לִדְרֹושׁ אֶת־ת
 Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the) וְלַעֲשֹׂת וּלְלַמֵּד בְּיִשְׂרָאֵל חֹק וּמִשְׁפָּֽט׃ 
law of the Lord and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in 
Israel.)  This week, Moshe recounts the story of Yisrael’s covenant relationship 20 
with God and her miraculous exodus from Egypt (see Devarim / Deuteronomy 
9:1-29).  After recounting the history of Yisrael’s deliverance, Moshe instructs 
the people to fear the Lord, obey His commandments, and to love the Lord with 
all your heart and all your soul in Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:12) 

10:12-17 דברים   25 

 

 

Devarim / Deuteronomy 
10:12-17 
10:12 ‘Now, Israel, what 
does the Lord your God 
require from you, but to 
fear the Lord your God, to 
walk in all His ways and 
love Him, and to serve the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your 
soul, 10:13 and to keep the 
Lord's commandments and 
His statutes which I am 
commanding you today for 
your good?  10:14 ‘Behold, 
to the Lord your God 
belong heaven and the 
highest heavens, the earth 
and all that is in it.  10:15 
‘Yet on your fathers did the 
Lord set His affection to 
love them, and He chose 
their descendants after 
them, even you above all 
peoples, as it is this day.  
10:16 ‘So circumcise your 
heart, and stiffen your neck 
no longer.  10:17 ‘For the 
Lord your God is the God 
of gods and the Lord of 
lords, the great, the mighty, 
and the awesome God who 
does not show partiality nor 
take a bribe.  (NASB) 
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 Moshe understands that Yisrael will be victorious because God has 
promised they will be.  He also knows that because of this victory the people may 30 
fall into pride and self confidence when he says in Devarim / Deuteronomy 9:4 
“Do not say in your heart … because of my righteousness the Lord has brought 
me to posses this land.”  From a practical aspect for us today, success, blessing, 
and prosperity, it is easy for us to look at those who have no relationship with 
God having rejected Yeshua the Messiah to turn around and put ourselves in a 35 
higher category believing that we are somehow favored by God and have a 
special status before God by our own doing.  This mindset goes something like 
this:  “because, when I was confronted by the gospel I was smart enough to make 
the right choice and therefore am worthy of God’s blessings.”  When we have 
embraced Yeshua as our Messiah and Savior, followed the Torah, reaped the 40 
rewards of righteous living, our families are blessed, kept away from the 
abominations of the nations, enjoyed the blessings of the festivals, and the 
Shabbat, what response do we have?  That we deserve this life because we have 
obeyed and thus we have earned it?  Are we better than the unsaved because we 
have kept God’s commands?  Be very careful about this kind of mindset, “watch 45 
out.”  The desire to obey God, faith, and the blessings that come, and even our 
decision to follow the Lord is the result of God having chosen us to be His.  The 
way we are today, who we are, where we live, our jobs, salvation, and even our 
faith is a matter of His grace being imparted to us, He has shown us the Messiah 
and given us His Spirit as a gift of His infinite grace.  The rewards God gives us 50 
are an extension of His own gracious work within us.  In fact, the process of 
drawing near to God, the blessings that are mentioned are revealed to us in His 
Word this week.  God wants us to have a one to one relationship with Him.  Like 
we discovered in last week’s reading (Parashat Vaetchanan) the use of the 
singular pronoun is also used in Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:12 when Moshe 55 
speaks to Yisrael, he uses the singular pronoun instead of the second person plural 
pronoun. 
 As we learned last week, the singular pronoun in the Hebrew language can 
be used to denote the corporate identity of all of Yisrael.  Also note that the 
independent singular personal pronoun (הֽוּא) can refer to all of Yisrael, see 60 
Parashat Balak and Bamidbar / Numbers 22:12. When the singular is used in 
texts where God is addressing Yisrael, the singular form of the pronoun also 
places some emphasis upon the individual highlighting the one-to-one 
relationship we have with God.  This emphasis is revealed to us by the use of the 
singular “you” in the initial giving of the Shema in Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:4-9 65 
which is later changed to the plural form “you” in the reiteration of the Shema in 
Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:13.  The duality of the use of the singular pronoun 
that refers to (i) all of Yisrael and (ii) to each individual believer shows us the 
connection of community, family, and individuality that is a characteristic part of 
being a member of the body of Messiah (Christ).  As you can see below, I circled 70 
all of the singular pronouns used in Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and the 
reiteration of the Shema in Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:13 that show the use of the 
second person plural pronoun.  The singular to plural shift in the text (6:4-9  
11:13) indicates that the reiteration of the Shema is to the corporate body of 
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believers in 11:13.  However, in 6:4-9 the use of the singular pronoun shows that 75 
the command is also bound up in the one-to-one relationship God has with each 
believer.  These Scriptures show us that we are to have a personal relationship 
with God; the pronoun is used to represent the corporate nature of God’s family.   
 

6:3-9 דברים   80 

 
 

11:13-16 דברים   

 
 85 
 The fact that God rewards those who obey Him is a result of the 
established covenant and relationship that we have with Him in Yeshua, and is an 
extension of His own gracious work within us.  Paul speaks of this when he wrote 
in Philippians 2:12-13 to “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
for it is God who is at work within you both to will and to work for His good 90 
pleasure.”  The Greek word used in Philippians 2:13 is “energon” from 
“energos” meaning “at work, active, busy.”  The concept of this word is to be 
“with activity” in the state of being active, that the Father in Heaven is actively 
doing His work through us.  As the Father worked in and through Yeshua (see 
John 7:16, 14:10, 12:49-50, and 14:24) so also the Father is working in and 95 

Devarim / Deuteronomy 
6:3-9 
6:3 ‘O Israel, you should 
listen and be careful to do 
it, that it may be well with 
you and that you may 
multiply greatly, just as the 
Lord, the God of your 
fathers, has promised you, 
in a land flowing with milk 
and honey.  6:4 ‘Hear, O 
Israel! The Lord is our God, 
the Lord is one!  6:5 ‘You 
shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with 
all your might.  6:6 ‘These 
words, which I am 
commanding you today, 
shall be on your heart.  6:7 
You shall teach them 
diligently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house and when 
you walk by the way and 
when you lie down and 
when you rise up.  6:8 ‘You 
shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand and they shall be 
as frontals on your 
forehead.  6:9 ‘You shall 
write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your 
gates.  (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 
11:13-16 
11:13 ‘It shall come about, 
if you listen obediently to 
my commandments which I 
am commanding you today, 
to love the Lord your God 
and to serve Him with all 
your heart and all your soul, 
11:14 that He will give the 
rain for your land in its 
season, the early and late 
rain, that you may gather in 
your grain and your new 
wine and your oil.  11:15 
‘He will give grass in your 
fields for your cattle, and 
you will eat and be 
satisfied. 11:16 ‘Beware 
that your hearts are not 
deceived, and that you do 
not turn away and serve 
other gods and worship 
them.  (NASB)
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through us by the power of the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit).  Paul is 
emphasizing the unbroken unity and fellowship of a person who dwells in Yeshua 
by faith and further emphasizes the one-to-one relationship which is being 
illustrated in the Hebrew text by the use of the singular personal pronoun. 
 100 

 
 
If God is actively operating / working within us can we really take the credit for 
the blessings which God has brought upon us?  Romans 11:36 “For from Him 
and through Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen.”   105 
 In the Scriptures for this week we are reminded that the covenant God 
made with Yisrael and with us today is a two sided covenant.  A covenant in 
which Yisrael was required to obey in order to be blessed and was also promised 
punishment for their disobedience.  In the face of Yisrael’s blunt disobedience, 
idolatry, and desire to be like the nations, God blesses Yisrael with His presence 110 
and His Word demonstrating (testifying) in the end His sovereign grace.  The 
reiteration of the deliverance story (Devarim / Deuteronomy 9:1-27) reveals to us 
that God is very merciful because He ultimately was not limited to Yisrael alone.  
The conversation God had with Moshe about starting new by making a nation out 
of him illustrates that He could have wiped out all of Yisrael.  The point is that 115 
God made a promise and a covenant with Yisrael and He will always keep His 
Word.   
 The scripture in Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:12-17, shown below, further 
illustrates the kind of heart we must have.  Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:18 ‘You 
shall therefore impress these words of mine on your heart and on your soul; and 120 
you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontals on your 
forehead.  11:19 ‘You shall teach them to your sons, talking of them when you sit 
in your house and when you walk along the road and when you lie down and 
when you rise up.  11:20 ‘You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates, (NASB)  Again we see here the alternating use of the singular 125 

Philipians 2:12-13 
So that, my beloved, as 
at all times you obeyed, 
not as at my arrival 
only, but now much 
rather in my absence, 
with fear and trembling 
your own deliverance 
work out.  For God is 
the one operating in 
you both to want and to 
operate for the good-
pleasure.  (Literal 
Translation). 
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pronoun verses the plural form which illustrates the corporate dialog to the 
children of Yisrael while at the same time directing the individual to be speaking 
of the scriptures at all times.  Speak of how God is working in your life in your 
house, when you are raising up and lying down, write the Scriptures on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.   130 
 

10:12-17 דברים   

 

 
 135 
The Scriptures this week are so very important for us because we are reminded 
that we should not be arrogant about our righteousness.  Surely God’s blessings 
come as we obey Him, but our obedience is ultimately the result of His work 
within us.  Are you willing to allow God to work within you to produce much 
fruit?  We are also reminded that our position is that of being “Forgiven” in 140 
Yeshua the Messiah.  This position is purely the result of God’s mercy and grace 
and not something we have earned.  When Yisrael had finally possessed the 
Promised Land, they knew that it was entirely by God’s blessing and power, so 
we also know that our standing in Yeshua is today entirely by the power of God in 
Yeshua, and not of our own strength.  Having this understanding, let’s not forget 145 
to remember these scripture verses:  
 

Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:18-21 
11:18 ‘You shall therefore impress these words of mine on your heart and 
on your soul; and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they 150 

Devarim / Deuteronomy 
11:18-25 
11:18 ‘You shall therefore 
impress these words of 
mine on your heart and on 
your soul; and you shall 
bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as 
frontals on your forehead.  
11:19 ‘You shall teach 
them to your sons, talking 
of them when you sit in 
your house and when you 
walk along the road and 
when you lie down and 
when you rise up.  11:20 
‘You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates, 11:21 so 
that your days and the days 
of your sons may be 
multiplied on the land 
which the Lord swore to 
your fathers to give them, 
as long as the heavens 
remain above the earth.  
11:22 ‘For if you are 
careful to keep all this 
commandment which I am 
commanding you to do, to 
love the Lord your God, to 
walk in all His ways and 
hold fast to Him, 11:23 
then the Lord will drive out 
all these nations from 
before you, and you will 
dispossess nations greater 
and mightier than you.  
11:24 ‘Every place on 
which the sole of your foot 
treads shall be yours; your 
border will be from the 
wilderness to Lebanon, and 
from the river, the river 
Euphrates, as far as the 
western sea.  11:25 ‘No 
man will be able to stand 
before you; the Lord your 
God will lay the dread of 
you and the fear of you on 
all the land on which you 
set foot, as He has spoken 
to you.  (NASB) 
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shall be as frontals on your forehead.  11:19 ‘You shall teach them to your 
sons, talking of them when you sit in your house and when you walk along 
the road and when you lie down and when you rise up.  11:20 ‘You shall 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 11:21 so 
that your days and the days of your sons may be multiplied on the land 155 
which the Lord swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens 
remain above the earth. (NASB) 
 

As a child of the Most High God, let us have a life of worship and praise to the 
one who so graciously works within us to accomplish His purposes.  Speak of 160 
Him during the day and during the night, when you raise and when you lay down 
to sleep.  Be public about your faith; write the scriptures upon your door posts and 
on your gates.  Don’t be ashamed to tell others that there is One God and one 
mediatory between God and mankind, the man and Messiah, Yeshua.  Say this 
short prayer with me:  “Heavenly Father, help me to be bold by proclaiming in 165 
both word and deed the good news of the Gospel of Yeshua.  In Yeshua’s name I 
pray.  Amen!”   
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 190 
 

Be Blessed in Yeshua our Messiah! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
:הללויה לאדוננו מורנו ורבינו ישוע מלך המשיח לעולם ועד  195 
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi, 

“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever 


