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Selfish traits and obeying G-d are they compatible?

	השבועות הזה קוראים / This Week’s Reading

	תורה:
הפטרה:
הברית:
החדשה:
	Numbers 22:2-25:9
Micah 5:6-6:8
Romans 11:25-32



     In Parashat Balak the king of Moav is worried about the Children of Yisrael and seeks Bilam to curse the people for him.  As we study the text we are reminded of the struggle we have to obey G-d and deny our selfish traits.  Additionally we see firsthand how important it is to believe the word of G-d.  This week’s parsha is especially interesting because the sages have singled out this portion of scripture in the Gemara in the Talmud Bavli, Mesecht Baba Batra Daf 14b by mentioning that Moshe wrote his own book (referring to the Torah) and also wrote Parashat Bilam (Balak).  
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 (
T
he Gemara lists Moshe as the author of the Torah, the book of Job, and then also lists that he is the author of Parashat Balak.  
)

[image: ]

     The Gemara lists and identifies the 24 books of the bible and the author of each in the Talmud Bavli Baba Batra Daf 14b.  In regard to Chumash (the Pentateuch or Torah), the Gemara lists Moshe as the author of the Torah, Parashat Bilam and also the book of Job.  Why do you think the Gemara singles out Parashat Balak?  Now we could go into the reasons why the sages suggest this was written in the Gemara however I think it is sufficient to draw our attention to this week’s parsha that there are some peculiarities requiring the sages to explicitly list Parashat Balak as having been written by Moshe.  The fun task now for us is to figure out what makes Parashat Balak so important to list separately in the Talmud.

     The section of verses I would like to look upon are Bamidbar / Numbers 22:8-24 (following the triennial cycle: http://www.matsati.com/TriennialDates.pdf).  While reading through the section of verses I would like you to keep in mind the following points.  

Points to think upon

· Bilam speaks to HaShem about Balak’s request to curse Yisrael. Bamidbar / Numbers 22:10-11  HaShem told Balak not to curse the people and not to go with Balak. Bamidbar / Numbers 22:12  In Bilam’s response to the princes he does not say that he cannot curse them rather Bilam says he cannot leave with them to go to Balak. Bamidbar / Numbers 22:13  In This short little discourse, why do you think Balak chooses to send more princes as a way to entice Bilam to come and curse Yisrael?  Bamidbar / Numbers 22:15-16

· Note the use of different Hebrew words to describe “curse.”  See verses in Bamidbar / Numbers 22:6, 22:11 and 22:17  Why do you think different words are used to describe the action of cursing Yisrael?

· The Lord comes to Bilam and says if the men come to call you raise up and go with them.  Now note in Bamidbar / Numbers 22:21, that Bilam raises in the morning and saddles the donkey and goes with the princes … but it does not say the men came to him.  Bilam goes with the princes and G-d’s anger is flared against Bilam and the angel of the Lord stands as an adversary against Bilam.  Notice how the word for adversary is the Hebrew word for “Satan.”  Bamidbar / Numbers 22:22  why do you think G-d became angry with Bilam?


 (
HaShem comes to Bilam and says if the princes ask him to go, say and do only the words I give you.
) (
Bilam reports what HaShem said to him 
that he cannot go with them.
Balak sends more princes, more 
honorable 
 than the previous.
Balim says even if he was given silver and gold that would fill his house he is not able to pass the face of the Lord G-d to do small or great.
) (
HaShem said not to curse them for they are blessed.
) (
Bilam tells HaShem about Balak wanting him to curse the children of Israel
)[image: ]
 (
The angel of HaShem stands before Bilam as an adversary against him.  
) (
Bilam in the morning goes with the princes and G-d’s anger is against Bilam.  
)[image: ]


     What we know about Bilam is that he was a resident of the town of Pethor on the river Euphrates.  He was a prophet of HaShem and it appears he sold his spiritual abilities to the highest bidder.  The love of money corrupted Bilam but yet HaShem controlled his tongue and Bilam could not help but speak the truth.  In chapter 22, Balak King of Moav was trying to hire Bilam to curse Yisrael.  While reading through the section of verses I asked you to keep in mind three points.  Let’s look at these points now:  

Point #1
· Bilam speaks to HaShem about Balak’s request to curse Yisrael. Bamidbar / Numbers 22:10-11  HaShem told Balak not to curse the people and not to go with Balak. Bamidbar / Numbers 22:12  In Bilam’s response to the princes he does not say that he cannot curse them rather Bilam says he cannot leave with them to go to Balak. Bamidbar / Numbers 22:13  In This short little discourse, why do you think Balak chooses to send more princes as a way to entice Bilam to come and curse Yisrael?  Bamidbar / Numbers 22:15-16

     While reading through Bamidbar / Numbers 22:10-16, HaShem tells Bilam to not go and to not curse the people for blessed is he.  When Bilam speaks to the princes he neglects to mention that HaShem told him to not curse the people.  Bilam said G-d will not allow him to go with them.  Then the princes return to Balak and say: “Bilam will not come.”  Naturally if Balak heard that Bilam will not come is it not surprising he concludes he needs to send more princes more honorable than the previous.  In this case, Bilam chose not to tell the princes all of what G-d had to say.  Having received the Word of G-d Bilam picked only part of what G-d had told him (to not go with them) and failed to explain that G-d has blessed these people.  How important it is for us today to receive the entire word of G-d and to proclaim it in its entirety. 

Question:
· Think about the Torah, is there any picking and choosing going on over what is and is not acceptable today in our life?
· Are there any areas in your life where you have compromised what G-d has said for you to do in the Bible?

Point #2
· Note the use of different Hebrew words to describe “curse.”  See verses in Bamidbar / Numbers 22:6, 22:11-12 and 22:17.  Why do you think different words are used to describe the action of cursing Yisrael?

     In verses 22:6, 22:11, and 22:17 we find the use of different words to describe the act of cursing Yisrael:

ארה (root ארר)= to curse

קבה (root קבב)= to curse, to blaspheme

The Chain of events
1. In verse 22:6 the princes ask Bilam to curse these people using the word ארה.  
2. HaShem asks Bilam who these men are, Bilam describes what is going on and uses the word קבה making a reference to cursing the people, see 22:11.  
3. Then G-d responds and uses the word ארה to say you will not curse the people because blessed is he, see 22:12.  
4. Later on the more honorable princes come and use the word קבה to invite him to come and curse the people again, see 22:17.  

     As you can see these two groups of people (Bilam and the princes of Moav) use two different Hebrew words; the question is why the use of two different words?  Is this an example of semantic manipulation? (Semantic = the study of the meaning and use of words and phrases)  I believe it is, let me explain.  When the princes come to ask Bilam to curse the people they speak directly about their intended purpose, they used the word used specifically for cursing someone.  Now if you think about it sometimes when we want to weaken the significance (or impact) of something we choose another word that would be less aggressive.  The question we have before us now is whether קבה is used here as a less aggressive word as compared to ארה.  I believe the word קבה is used for this very purpose, to blaspheme sounds less imposing as compared to ארה curse.  Bilam knew better when he approached G-d to ask Him about cursing these people.  Bilam uses קבה to lessen the impact of the matter.  G-d on the other hand knew Bilam’s heart and uses ארה.  Also note the more honorable princes come to Bilam and attempt to do the same thing playing this game of semantic manipulation using the word קבה.

Point #3
· The Lord comes to Bilam and says if the men come to call you raise up and go with them.  Now note in Bamidbar / Numbers 22:21, that Bilam raises in the morning and saddles the donkey and goes with the princes … but it does not say the men came to him.  Bilam goes with the princes and G-d’s anger is flared against Bilam and the angel of the Lord stands as an adversary against Bilam.  Notice how the word for adversary is the Hebrew word for “Satan.”  Bamidbar / Numbers 22:22 why do you think G-d became angry with Bilam?

     From a direct reading of the text, I would say G-d became angry because Bilam did not do what He has said.  G-d said “if the men come to call you …” however, Bilam rises in the morning and saddles the donkey.  It appears that Bilam did not wait for the men to come to him and ask him to go again rather that Bilam took it upon himself to go ahead and go with the princes.  As a result G-d’s anger flared because he went and the angle of HaShem stood in the way for an adversary against him (22:22).  What also grabs our attention here is the word for adversary used is לשטן.  The word שטן (Satan) is used here to show the seriousness of Bilam’s sin against G-d.  

שטן   = adversary, opponent, accuser, enemy

What do we know about שטן (Satan)?
     Satan is the adversary, accuser; he is the constant enemy of G-d.  The distinct personality of Satan and his activity among men are easily recognized.  Satan tempted Yeshua in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11).  He is the prince of devils (Matthew 12:24).  He is the constant enemy of G-d and of all truth.  In the Cetuvei Shelachim (Apostolic Writings) it says he is a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8).  It is said that men are taken captive by him (2 Timothy 2:26).  It also says that Yeshua redeemed his people from him that had the power of death that is the devil (Hebrew 2:14).  Satan has the “power of death,” not as the Lord but simply as an executioner.  We can also see this in the book of Job (Job 1:6-12, 2:1-7).  

     I believe it is in this sense the angel of HaShem is acting in the role of executioner.  לשטן is used here to show the angel of HaShem is standing as executioner to slay Bilam.  The use of שטן also portrays that HaShem stands in total opposition to Bilam as an enemy.

Conclusion

     So can we describe this week’s parsha in any better way than that of “manipulation after manipulation?”  While reading we found the princes of Moav and Bilam both using words to manipulate the severity of what it means to curse Yisrael.  We can see the carelessness of Bilam in his response to the princes by neglecting to tell them HaShem said not to curse the people.  Bilam finally disobeys G-d by saddling his donkey and going with the princes.  Either Bilam isn’t very good at discerning G-d’s will or he has so often sold his talents and has forgotten what it means to be a prophet of the Most High God because of his selfish desire to get rich.  

     I don’t know about you but for me it is difficult sometimes to set aside my own personal selfish desires in favor for what G-d says in the Bible.  This constant struggle if we are honest about it is something everyone deals with daily.  The desire of every believer should be to know the truths of G-d’s word and this includes discernment (being able to distinguish between true and false teaching).  We need to first and foremost know what G-d’s says so that we can recognize false doctrines (this is where Bilam seriously failed).  You have probably heard this before, the best way to recognize a counterfeit dollar bill is to know what a real one looks like.  In the same way to be able to detect a spiritual counterfeit requires we master the truth of G-d’s word.  The scriptures repeatedly warn us to be aware of false teaching and then to avoid it (Colossians 2:8; 2 Timothy 2:16).  
     So the question of the title of this parsha, “selfish traits and obeying G-d, are they compatible?”  What do you think?  Let’s look at what Yeshua says about selfishness: 

Mark 8:34
8:34 And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. (NASB)

Yeshua taught us to live a life that is absent of selfishness.  When we place our faith upon G-d’s Messiah Yeshua, He sends us his Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit) and G-d instills in us the character quality that Yeshua demonstrated every day of his life while here on earth, that is a servant attitude.  As a fellow believer, can you describe your life as one that reflects the teachings of Yeshua, or one that reflects that of Bilam?  






















Be Blessed in Yeshua our Messiah!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
הללויה לאדוננו מורנו ורבינו ישוע מלך המשיח לעולם ועד:
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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