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The Torah on God Buying and Selling

 This weeks reading is from Parashat Ha’azinu (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:1-32:52), Moshe writes a song that he spoke to the 
children of Israel in Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:1-52.  In last week’s Parashah, the Lord God told Moshe that Joshua will lead the people 
after his death.  The Lord told Moshe to write down this song (יָרה ַהּזֹאת  and the song will be a witness against (ְוַעָּתה ִּכְתבּו ָלֶכם ֶאת-ַהּשִׁ
them (Devarim / Deuteronomy 31:29-30).  In the opening verse of Parashat Ha’azinu Moshe calls Heaven (ַמיִם  (ָהָאֶרץ) and Earth (ַהּשָׁ
as witnesses to the covenant (ַמיִם ַוֲאַדֵּבָרה ְוִתְׁשַמע ָהָאֶרץ ִאְמֵרי-ִפי  Does this suggest that the unmovable things are watching as  .(ַהֲאזִינּו ַהּשָׁ
witnesses of our lives?  Note what Yeshua said in Luke 19:40 regarding the rocks that would cry out if the people did not give praise to 
the Lord for the Messiah.  Moshe calling the solid unmoving (unchanging) Heaven and Earth as a witness implies that these things are 
watching should the children of Israel break the covenant and disobey God.  Moshe proclaims the name of the Lord (ִּכי ֵׁשם יְהָֹוה ֶאְקָרא) 
saying He is our Rock (ַהּצּור), that His work is perfect (ָּתִמים ָּפֳעלֹו), all of his ways are in truth (ִּכי ָכל-ְּדָרָכיו ִמְׁשָּפט ֵאל ֱאמּונָה), there is no 
injustice (ֵאין ָעֶול), only righteousness (ַצִּדיק) and that He is straight (ְויָָׁשר) meaning that God is upright and just.  Moshe then says “They 
have acted corruptly toward Him, They are not His children, because of their defect; But are a perverse and crooked generation.”  While 
reading these opening verses, do we take for granted the mercy of God today?  Do we examine our hearts and our ways properly today 
as a devotion to the Lord?  Does tour life demonstrate that you are covenant member of the Kingdom of God?  

The Holy Scriptures / שדוקה יבתכ
 ספר דברים פרק ל

  ו  ַהְליהָֹוה ִּתגְְמלּו-זֹאת ַעם נָָבל ְוֹלא ָחָכם ֲהלֹוא-הּוא ָאִביָך
 ָּקנֶָך הּוא ָעְשָֹך ַויְכֹנֲנֶָך: ז  זְכֹר יְמֹות עֹוָלם ִּבינּו ְׁשנֹות ּדֹר
 ָודֹר ְׁשַאל ָאִביָך ְויֵַּגְדָך זְֵקנֶיָך ְויֹאְמרּו ָלְך: ח  ְּבַהנְֵחל ֶעְליֹון

 ּגֹויִם ְּבַהְפִרידֹו ְּבנֵי ָאָדם יֵַּצב ְּגֻבֹלת ַעִּמים ְלִמְסַּפר ְּבנֵי
יְִשָֹרֵאל:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:6-8
32:6 “Do you thus repay the Lord, O foolish and unwise people?  
Is not He your Father who has bought you?  He has made you and 
established you.  32:7 “Remember the days of old, Consider the 
years of all generations.  Ask your father, and he will inform you, 
Your elders, and they will tell you.  32:8 “When the Most High 
gave the nations their inheritance, When He separated the sons of 
man, He set the boundaries of the peoples According to the number 
of the sons of Israel. (NASB)

 While reading Moshe’s song to Israel, in Devarim / Deuteronomy 32 he makes the statement on how the foolish and unwise 
people repay the Lord.  Moshe states that God is “faithful and without injustice, He is righteous and upright,” whereas the foolish and 
unwise repay the Lord with corruption instead.  Moshe then states in Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:6 “...  Is not He your Father who has 
bought you?  He has made you and established you.”  It is interesting how Moshe states that God has bought us and established us, 
and the context is that of being bought (purchased) out of slavery, from the bondage of Egypt.  Another way of understanding this is in 
the parallel of the Lord God being our Redeemer who has redeemed us from slavery.  Moshe continues in his song saying in Devarim / 
Deuteronomy 27 Had I not feared the provocation by the enemy, That their adversaries would misjudge, That they would say, “Our hand 
is triumphant, And the Lord has not done all this.”’ 32:28 “For they are a nation lacking in counsel, And there is no understanding in 
them.  32:29 “Would that they were wise, that they understood this, That they would discern their future!  32:30 “How could one chase 
a thousand, And two put ten thousand to flight, Unless their Rock had sold them, And the Lord had given them up?  32:31 “Indeed their 
rock is not like our Rock, Even our enemies themselves judge this.  32:32 “For their vine is from the vine of Sodom, And from the fields of 
Gomorrah; Their grapes are grapes of poison, Their clusters, bitter.  32:33 “Their wine is the venom of serpents, And the deadly poison 
of cobras. (NASB) :כז   לּוֵלי ַּכַעס אֹויֵב ָאגּור ֶּפן-יְנְַּכרּו ָצֵרימֹו ֶּפן-יֹאְמרּו יֵָדנּו ָרָמה ְוֹלא יְהָֹוה ָּפַעל ָּכל-זֹאת:  כח   ִּכי-גֹוי אַֹבד ֵעצֹות ֵהָּמה ְוֵאין ָּבֶהם ְּתבּונָה   
 [חמישי] כט   לּו ָחְכמּו יְַשִֹּכילּו זֹאת יִָבינּו ְלַאֲחִריָתם:  ל   ֵאיָכה יְִרּדֹף ֶאָחד ֶאֶלף ּוְׁשנַיִם יָנִיסּו ְרָבָבה ִאם-ֹלא ִּכי-צּוָרם ְמָכָרם ַויהָֹוה ִהְסִּגיָרם:  לא   ִּכי ֹלא
ְדמֹת ֲעמָֹרה ֲענֵָבמֹו ִעּנְֵבי-רֹוׁש ַאְׁשְּכֹלת ְמרֹרֹת ָלמֹו:  לג   ֲחַמת ַּתּנִינִם יֵינָם ְורֹאׁש ְּפָתנִים ַאְכזָר:    ְכצּוֵרנּו צּוָרם ְואֹיְֵבינּו ְּפִליִלים:  לב   ִּכי-ִמֶּגֶפן ְסדֹם ַּגְפנָם ּוִמּשַׁ
In this portion of verses from Parashat Ha’azinu, Moshe says that because of Israel’s sin, the enemy would say “their God (Rock) has 
sold them.”  Moshe is using this imagery of the Rock (ַהּצּור), (Note the LXX translates צור as “Theos” (θεὸς, God)) and of the children of 
Israel being bought and sold by God.  What is Moshe trying to say here on God buying and selling the children of Israel?  Are there any 
other stories in the Torah that speak of buying and selling?  Thinking on the story of Bilaam from Parashat Balak (Bamidbar / Numbers 
22:2-25:9), the core issue is that Bilaam had been commissioned by the enemy to curse Israel whom God had blessed.  The way in which 
Bilaam acted contrary to God’s will is a little difficult to discern.  Bilaam’s error is so significant that Jude (1:11) parallels Bilaam with 
Cain and the rebellion of Korach (see Parashat Korach).  In addition to this, Yeshua’s words in Revelation 2:14 states that Bilaam taught 
Balak to be a stumbling block to Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of sexual immorality.  What is interesting 
here in this week’s study is the subtlety of sin in our lives.  Bilaam became guilty when he continued with Balak.  The children of Israel 
foolishly continued in their sin after having been bought and they become guilty before the Lord.  Today, having been bought by the 
blood of Christ, if we continue in sin (i.e. not having a concern for sin with regard to what we do and think) thinking on these Scriptures 
and elsewhere in Scripture (i.e. Hebrews 10:26-28), what would happen such a person?  Does willful sin cause us to sell ourselves to the 
enemy?  How does willful sin effect what God has done with regard to “Is not He your Father who has bought you?  He has made you 
and established you?”  


