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פרשת
כי תבוא

Parashat Ki Tavo
Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8, Isaiah 60:1-22
Luke 23:26-56

The gift of God that Enables us to Walk
in Righteousness
In this week’s Torah portion, we read about the offering of the first
fruits (Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:1-19), the curses that were to be
pronounced on Mount Ebal (Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:1-26), the
blessings that were to be pronounced on Mount Gerizim (Devarim /
Deuteronomy 28:1-14), the consequences of disobedience to God’s
commands (Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:15-68), and the covenant at
Moab (Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:1-8). The Scriptures we are looking at for this week are from Devarim / Deuteronomy 27. Moshe
speaks to the Levites and the people saying the following, ט    וַיְ דַ ּבֵ ר

ּוׁשמַ ע יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל הַ ּיֹום הַ ּזֶה
ְ | יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל לֵאמֹ ר הַ ְסּכֵת-ּכָל-מֹ ׁשֶ ה וְ הַ ּכֹ הֲנִ ים הַ לְ וִ ּיִ ם אֶ ל
מצְ ֹותָ ו-ת
ִ ֶָשיתָ א
ֹ ִ  י   וְ ׁשָ מַ עְ ּתָ ּבְ קֹול יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֶ יָך וְ ע:נִ הְ יֵיתָ לְ עָם לַיהֹוָה אֱֹלהֶ יָך
:חֻּקָ יו אֲׁשֶ ר אָ נֹ כִ י ְמצַ ּוְ ָך הַ ּיֹום- וְ אֶ ת27:9 Then Moses and the Levitical
priests spoke to all Israel, saying, ‘Be silent and listen, O Israel! This
day you have become a people for the Lord your God. 27:10 ‘You
shall therefore obey the Lord your God, and do His commandments
and His statutes which I command you today.’ (NASB) Moshe says
ּוׁשמַ ע יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל
ְ | “ הַ ְסּכֵתbe silent and listen Israel” to get their attention, and then said “ הַ ּיֹום הַ ּזֶה נִ הְ יֵיתָ לְ עָם לַיהֹוָה אֱֹלהֶ יָךthis day you
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have become the people of the Lord you God.” This is an interesting
statement. What has changed that caused Moshe to declare this to the
people? Why would Moshe say only now you have become the people
of God? Was it due to their going to cross over into the Promised
Land? Do the people only become the people of God when living in
the Land? Rashi interprets these things saying the following:
Rashi on Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:9 Part 2
 היום הזה נהיית לעםTHIS DAY YOU HAVE BECOME
THE PEOPLE [OF THE LORD YOUR GOD] — On
each day it should appear to you as though it were “today” that you have entered the covenant with him (Berachot 63b).
Rashi’s interpretation is that Moshe spoke these words so that they
would remember and consider every day as if they had entered into
a covenant anew with the Lord. Rashi explains the word ָ“ נִ הְ יֵיתyou
have become” to say that Moshe was referring to a previous covenant.
It was the acceptance of the ( חוקיםLaws) of the Torah with a solemn
oath that caused them to become a nation. The reason this is written in
this way was because on that day they accepted upon themselves the
blessings and curses that would be said at Mount Gerizim and Mount
Ebal. It is because they have become a nation of people, Moshe describes them as being a faithful people saying, וְ ׁשָ מַ עְ ּתָ ּבְ קֹול יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֶ יָך
חֻּקָ יו אֲׁשֶ ר אָ נֹ כִ י ְמצַ ּוְ ָך הַ ּיֹום-מצְ ֹותָ ו וְ אֶ ת-ת
ִ ֶָשיתָ א
ֹ ִ “ וְ עYou therefore are
to obey / listen to the Lord your God, and do His commandments and
His statutes which I command you today.” It is very important to note
the points of order in what Moshe is saying here. The people become
a nation under God as His people by their faith and their solemn oath.
Once the people have become God’s people, they are then expected to
live faithfully before Him. What we note is that the commands (ִמצְ ֹו־
 )תָ וand statutes / laws ( )חֻּקָ יוwere give for a faithful people. These
were not given so they could earn their way into the family of God
or as a people of God. Over and over again the Torah revealed this to
us concerning the purpose of the commands. These were given to one
who is already a child of a God by faith. This is how and why Paul
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argued so vehemently concerning faith and works, that one should
trust in God and not in his own works (Romans 2 and 10). Similarly
we read what it is God expects from His people simply by the way in
which the Lord instructs His people to stand on Mount Gerizim and
pronounce the curses.
The Scriptures we are looking at for this week’s Torah Portion are
from Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:9-26.

ספר דברים פרק כז
ט    וַיְ דַ ּבֵ ר מֹ ׁשֶ ה וְ הַ ּכֹ הֲנִ ים הַ לְ וִ ּיִ ם אֶ לּ-כָל-יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל לֵאמֹ ר
ּוׁשמַ ע יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל הַ ּיֹום הַ ּזֶה נִ הְ יֵיתָ לְ עָם לַיהֹוָה אֱֹלהֶ יָך:
הַ ְסּכֵת | ְ
ת-מצְ ֹותָ ו וְ אֶ ת-חֻּקָ יו
ָשיתָ אֶ ִ
י   וְ ׁשָ מַ עְ ּתָ ּבְ קֹול יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֶ יָך וְ ע ִ ֹ
אֲׁשֶ ר אָ נֹ כִ י ְמצַ ּוְ ָך הַ ּיֹום    :ס    [חמישי] יא    וַיְ צַ ו מֹ ׁשֶ ה
אֶ ת-הָ עָם ּבַ ּיֹום הַ הּוא לֵאמֹ ר :יב   אֵ ּלֶה ַיע ְַמדּו לְ בָ ֵרְך אֶ ת-
הָ עָם עַל-הַ ר ּגְ ִרּזִים ּבְ עָבְ ְרכֶם אֶ ת-הַ ּי ְַרּדֵ ן ִׁש ְמעֹון וְ לֵוִ י וִ יהּודָ ה
וְ יִ ּׂשָ שֹ כָר וְ יֹוסֵ ף ּובִ נְ י ִָמן :יג   וְ אֵ ּלֶה ַיע ְַמדּו עַל-הַ ּקְ ָללָה ּבְ הַ ר
עֵיבָ ל ְראּובֵ ן ּגָד וְ אָ ׁשֵ ר ּוזְבּולֻן ּדָ ן וְ נַפְ ּתָ לִ י :יד   וְ עָנּו הַ לְ וִ ּיִ ם
ָל-איׁש יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל קֹול ָרם   :ס   טו   אָ רּור הָ ִאיׁש
וְ אָ ְמרּו אֶ לּ-כ ִ
ֲשה יְ דֵ י חָ ָרׁש וְ ָ ֹשם
ֲשה פֶסֶ ל ּומַ ּסֵ כָה ּתֹועֲבַ ת יְ הֹ וָה מַ ע ֵ ֹ
אֲׁשֶ ר ַיע ֶ ֹ
ּבַ ּסָ תֶ ר וְ עָנּו כָל-הָ עָם וְ אָ ְמרּו אָ מֵ ן   :ס   טז   אָ רּור מַ קְ לֶה
אָ בִ יו וְ ִאּמֹו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן   :ס   יז   אָ רּור מַ ִּסיג ּגְ בּול
ֵרעֵהּו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן   :ס   יח   אָ רּור מַ ְׁשּגֶה עִ ּוֵר ּבַ ּדָ ֶרְך
וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן   :ס   יט   אָ רּור מַ ּטֶ ה ִמ ְׁשּפַט ּגֵר-יָתֹום
וְ אַ לְ מָ נָה וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן :כ   אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב עִ ם-אֵ ׁשֶ ת אָ בִ יו
ּכִ י גִ ּלָה ּכְ נַף אָ בִ יו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן   :ס   כא   אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב
עִ םּ-כָלּ-בְ הֵ מָ ה וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן   :ס   כב   אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב
ת-אּמֹו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן    :ס
עִ ם-אֲחֹ תֹו ּבַ ת-אָ בִ יו אֹו בַ ִ
כג   אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב עִ ם-חֹ תַ נְ ּתֹו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן   :ס   כד
אָ רּור מַ ּכֵה ֵרעֵהּו ּבַ ּסָ תֶ ר וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן   :ס   כה   אָ רּור
ֹלקֵ חַ ׁשֹ חַ ד לְ הַ ּכֹות ֶנפֶׁש ּדָ ם נָקִ י וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן   :ס   כו
ּתֹורה-הַ ּז ֹאת ַלעֲשֹ ֹות אֹותָ ם
תּ-דבְ ֵרי הַ ָ
אָ רּור אֲׁשֶ ר ל ֹא-יָקִ ים אֶ ִ
וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן:
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:9-26
27:9 Then Moses and the Levitical priests spoke to
all Israel, saying, ‘Be silent and listen, O Israel! This
day you have become a people for the Lord your God.
27:10 ‘You shall therefore obey the Lord your God,
and do His commandments and His statutes which I
command you today.’ 27:11 Moses also charged the
people on that day, saying, 27:12 ‘When you cross the
Jordan, these shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless
the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and
Benjamin. 27:13 ‘For the curse, these shall stand on
Mount Ebal: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and
Naphtali. 27:14 ‘The Levites shall then answer and
say to all the men of Israel with a loud voice, 27:15
‘Cursed is the man who makes an idol or a molten image, an abomination to the Lord, the work of the hands
of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’ And all the
people shall answer and say, ‘Amen.’ 27:16 ‘Cursed
is he who dishonors his father or mother.’ And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 27:17 ‘Cursed is he who
moves his neighbor’s boundary mark.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 27:18 ‘Cursed is he who misleads a blind person on the road.’ And all the people
shall say, ‘Amen.’ 27:19 ‘Cursed is he who distorts the
justice due an alien, orphan, and widow.’ And all the
people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 27:20 ‘Cursed is he who lies
with his father’s wife, because he has uncovered his
father’s skirt.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’
27:21 ‘Cursed is he who lies with any animal.’ And all
the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 27:22 ‘Cursed is he who
lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or of his
mother.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 27:23
‘Cursed is he who lies with his mother-in-law.’ And all
the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 27:24 ‘Cursed is he who
strikes his neighbor in secret.’ And all the people shall
say, ‘Amen.’ 27:25 ‘Cursed is he who accepts a bribe
to strike down an innocent person.’ And all the people
4
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shall say, ‘Amen.’ 27:26 ‘Cursed is he who does not
confirm the words of this law by doing them.’ And all
the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ (NASB)
The Lord commanded the people these tribes are to stand on Mount
Gerizim, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin and
say the following curses:

ֲשה יְ דֵ י חָ ָרׁש
ֹ ֵ ֲשה פֶסֶ ל ּומַ ּסֵ כָה ּתֹועֲבַ ת יְ הֹ וָה מַ ע
ֹ ֶ טו   אָ רּור הָ ִאיׁש אֲׁשֶ ר ַיע
   ס:הָ עָם וְ אָ ְמרּו אָ מֵ ן-וְ ָ ֹשם ּבַ ּסָ תֶ ר וְ עָנּו כָל
Here, we are told how idolatry is an abomination to the Lord (ּתֹועֲבַ ת
)יְ הֹ וָה. It is interesting how Moshe speaks of the intimate nature of
idolatry, speaking of the one who שם ּבַ ּסָ תֶ ר
ֹ ָ ְ“ וsets it up in secret.” The
point is idolatry comes in many forms, even in the most secret place,
the heart, and God sees this, it is not possible to hide one’s idolatry
from the Lord!

   ס:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-טז   אָ רּור מַ קְ לֶה אָ בִ יו וְ ִאּמֹו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל
The second curse is concerning dishonoring ( )מַ קְ לֶהfather and mother.
This word  מַ קְ לֶהmeans “to become contemptible.” This is interesting
as holding contempt for someone occurs within someone, in the heart.
Dishonoring begins in the heart which is then lived out in action.

   ס:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-יז   אָ רּור מַ ִּסיג ּגְ בּול ֵרעֵהּו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל
The third curse is related to ּ“ מַ ִּסיג ּגְ בּול ֵרעֵהוremoving boundary stone
of neighbor.” The root word  מַ ִּסיגmeans “divert, be disloyal, to turn
away.” Here it is translated in the NASB as “remove.” The idea of
moving a landmark is like moving a property line in order to steal
property from a neighbor. The rabbis connect this to something that
is done at night time. This parallels one leading a blind person astray.
(Chizkuni on Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:17 Part 1) Rashi states that
the word  מסיגhas the same meaning as the verb in (Isaiah 59:14)
5
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“and he is turned backwards ()הֻסַּ ג.” (Rashi on Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:17 Part 1) We note how the land is given by God, and the one
who violates this command is turning back a command. Could this
parallel the idea of turning one from the command as causing a curse
to fall upon one’s self?  

   ס:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-יח   אָ רּור מַ ְׁשּגֶה עִ ּוֵר ּבַ ּדָ ֶרְך וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל
The fourth curse draws in the idea of leading the blind in the wrong direction. The toot word for  מַ ְׁשּגֶהmeans “stray, stagger, do wrong, lead
astray, mislead,” and is written in the Hifil verbal form. The Hiphil
stem is generally used to express causative action in an active voice.
Here the one who violates this command is taking action to harm the
blind as opposed to having compassion and mercy to do what is right
on the person’s behalf.

:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-יָתֹום וְ אַ לְ מָ נָה וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-יט   אָ רּור מַ ּטֶ ה ִמ ְׁשּפַט ּגֵר
The fifth curse is related to “ מַ ּטֶ ה ִמ ְׁשּפַטto divert / distort justice.”
This verse speaks of the one who subverts the rights of another human
being. The rabbis parallel this to the one who has carnal relations with
their closest relatives and domestic animals. (Chizkuni on Devarim /
Deuteronomy 27:19 Part 1) Note that this also is something that is
done “ ּבַ ּסָ תֶ רin secret.” Only two sins are listed as being committed
openly which are idolatry and violent behavior against one’s neighbor. Note Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:18 states that idolatry that is
set up in secret is an abomination. Idolatry will eventually become
discovered, just like the one who is violent with his neighbor. The
Torah adds the words שם ּבַ ּסָ תֶ ר
ֹ ָ ְ“ וand sets it up in secret” as there are
courts which are able to take action against such perpetrators. These
Scriptures mention the ( ּגֵרstranger), the ( יָתֹוםorphan), and the וְ אַ לְ מָ ־
( נָהwidow) because these are those who are most likely not to receive
justice. These are who are powerless if injustice comes, and so the
idea is one must exercise mercy and compassion towards those who
are less fortunate.
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   ס:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-אֵ ׁשֶ ת אָ בִ יו ּכִ י גִ ּלָה ּכְ נַף אָ בִ יו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-כ   אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב עִ ם
   ס   כב   אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-ּבְ הֵ מָ ה וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-ּכָל-כא   אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב עִ ם
   ס  כג   אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-אּמֹו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-ת
ִ ַאָ בִ יו אֹו ב-אֲחֹ תֹו ּבַ ת-עִ ם
:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-חֹ תַ נְ ּתֹו וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-עִ ם
Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:20-24 speak of sexual sins saying, אָ רּור
אֵ ׁשֶ ת אָ בִ יו-“ ׁשֹ כֵב עִ םcursed is the one who lies with his father’s wife,”
ּבְ הֵ מָ ה-ּכָל-“ אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב עִ םcursed is he who lays with any beast / animal,” אּמֹו-ת
ִ ַאָ בִ יו אֹו ב-אֲחֹ תֹו ּבַ ת-“ אָ רּור ׁשֹ כֵב עִ םCursed is he who lies
with his sister, the daughter of his father or of his mother,” and אָ רּור
ֹחֹ תַ נְ ּתו-“ ׁשֹ כֵב עִ םCursed is he who lies with his mother-in-law.” These
commands are obvious, the one who sins sexually in these ways receives a curse on their lives from God.

   ס:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-ס   כד   אָ רּור מַ ּכֵה ֵרעֵהּו ּבַ ּסָ תֶ ר וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל
Here we see the command against “ מַ ּכֵה ֵרעֵהּו ּבַ ּסָ תֶ רstriking your
neighbor in secret.” The question is why add the word “ ּבַ ּסָ תֶ רin secret?” The idea is if one would hit someone in public would it be
permitted?

   ס:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן-כה   אָ רּור ֹלקֵ חַ ׁשֹ חַ ד לְ הַ ּכֹות ֶנפֶׁש ּדָ ם נָקִ י וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל
Here we find the curse for “ ֹלקֵ חַ ׁשֹ חַ ד לְ הַ ּכֹות ֶנפֶׁש ּדָ ם ָנקִיtaking a bribe
to strike the life/soul blood of the innocent.” The idea of taking a bribe
( )ֹלקֵ חַ ׁשֹ חַ דis related to making a false witness (Ibn Ezra on Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 27:25 Part 1) This is related to perverting justice and
the example is given of causing the one who is innocent to be condemned to death by the perjured testimony.

-הַ ּז ֹאת ַלעֲשֹ ֹות אֹותָ ם וְ אָ מַ ר ּכָל-ּתֹורה
ָ ַּדבְ ֵרי ה-ת
ִ ֶיָקִ ים א-כו   אָ רּור אֲׁשֶ ר ל ֹא
:הָ עָם אָ מֵ ן
The last curse in the list of curses states ּדבְ ֵרי-ת
ִ ֶיָקִ ים א-אָ רּור אֲׁשֶ ר ל ֹא
7
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הַ ּז ֹאת ַלעֲשֹ ֹות אֹותָ ם-ּתֹורה
ָ ַ“ הCursed is he who does not confirm the

words of this Torah (law) by doing them.” We note that there are
eleven sins that are listed here in the list of curses. This list is not all
inclusive. There are a large number of commandments that were not
included. This last curse in Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:26 however is
the all inclusive verse stating הַ ּז ֹאת-ּתֹורה
ָ ַ“ ִּדבְ ֵרי הthe words of this Torah.” Note there are twelve curses which include this last one which
may correspond to the twelve tribes of Israel.
If we consider what is being said in the list of curses, it is easy
to understand the moral intent of the Torah. We note how the nations
involved themselves in these ways of immorality and idolatry. The
real question for us, if we were to limit ourselves to simply the moral
aspects of the commands, we quickly realize our need for mercy from
God. On the day of our death, will we trust in our own adherence to
the moral commands as our appeal before a perfectly holy and absolutely righteous God? This is a pretty good question right? The point
is we need God’s help, His presence in our lives to keep us from sin.
In Parashat Beshalach, we read the following according to Shemot /
Exodus 15:26 ָׁ֙שר ּבְ עֵינָיו
֤ ָ ֱֹלהיָך וְ הַ ּי
ֶ ֗ ַוּי ֹאמֶ ֩ר ִאם־ׁשָ ֨מֹו ַע ִּת ְׁש ֜ ַמע לְ ֣קֹול׀ יְ הוָ ֣ה א

֙ר־ׂש ְמ ִּתי בְ ִמצְ ַ ֙ריִ ם
֤ ַ ֶּתַ עֲׂשֶ֔ ה וְ ַ ֽה ֲאזַנְ ָּ֙ת לְ ִמצְ וֺ ֔ ָתיו וְ ׁשָ מַ ְר ָ ּ֖ת ּכָל־ח ָ ֻּ֑קיו ָ ּֽכל־הַ ַ ּֽמ ֲח ָ֞לה אֲׁש
“ ל ֹא־אָ ִ ׂ֣שים ָע ֶ֔ליָך ִ ּ֛כי א ֲִנ֥י יְ הוָ ֖ה רֹ פְ ֶ ֽאָך׃If you will diligently listen to the
voice of the LORD your God, and do that which is right in his eyes,
and give ear to his commandments and keep all his decrees, I will
put none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for I am
the LORD, your healer.” There are several significant points that are
being made according to this verse. Moshe begins saying ִאם־ׁשָ ֨מֹו ַע
“ ִּת ְׁש ֜ ַמעif you diligently listen.” The first part is to be careful to listen
meaning we are to pay close attention ֱֹלהיָך
ֶ ֗ “ לְ ֣קֹול׀ יְ הוָ ֣ה אto the voice
of the Lord your God.” This reminds us of God speaking to Moshe
from the midst of the burning bush, or of God speaking to all of Israel
at Sinai. In order to hear God’s voice the first thing we must do is humble ourselves before God to listen to what He is saying. The very next
thing is ָׁשר ּבְ עֵינָיו֙ ּתַ עֲׂשֶ֔ ה
֤ ָ “ וְ הַ ּיdo what is right in His eyes.” We note
how the word ָׁשר
֤ ָ  וְ הַ ּיmeans “straight, right, correct.” This is how it is
said that one is to walk uprightly (Tehillim / Psalms 25:8), which are
to do acts of charity and justice ּומ ְׁשּפָט
ִ ( ַלעֲׂשֹות צְ דָ קָ הBereshit / Gene8
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sis 18:19). This is the narrow path that Yeshua spoke about according
to Matthew 7:14. Those who are upright, who walk the narrow path,
who do what is right in the eyes of the Lord, are known by the good
fruit they produce in their lives. (Matthew 7:15-23)
The verse goes on saying,   “ וְ ַ ֽה ֲאזַנְ ָּ֙ת לְ ִמצְ וֺ ֔ ָתיוand you are to give
ear to His commands” meaning that one is actively listening, actually
participating in hearing by paying attention. The reason the giving
ear is so important is in what God is revealing to us in His Words, the
revealed will of God. We cannot “ ׁשָ ֨מֹו ַע ִּת ְׁש ֜ ַמעdiligently listen” to the
voice of the Lord and thoroughly hear what is being said if we do not
live our lives according to His Word! As James wrote saying, הֱיּו עֹושֵ ׂי
 ֶפּן ְת ַּרּמּו אֶ ת עַצְ ְמכֶם,ׁשֹומעִ ים
ְ “ הַ דָ ּבָ ר וְ ל ֹא ַרקbe doers of the word and
not only listeners, lest you deceive yourself.” The idea is one does not
simply hear the word and nothing else. We don’t merely hear the truth
of the Word of God, we are to also live it! Keeping God’s decrees (וְ ׁשָ ־
 )מַ ְר ָ ּ֖ת ּכָל־ח ָ ֻּ֑קיוuses the word khok ( )חקfor laws. This phrase suggests
how we are to guard (shamar,  )ׁשָ מַ רthe decrees of God as something
valuable, to keep in the heart with all vigilance. (see Mishley / Proverbs 4:24) This verse in Shemot / Exodus 15:26 concludes saying,
ר־ׂש ְמ ִּתי בְ ִמצְ ַ ֙ריִ ם֙ ל ֹא־אָ ִ ׂ֣שים ָע ֶ֔ליָך ִ ּ֛כי א ֲִנ֥י יְ הוָ ֖ה רֹ פְ ֶ ֽאָך
֤ ַ ֶ“ ָ ּֽכל־הַ ַ ּֽמ ֲח ָ֞לה אֲׁשall
the diseases / illnesses that I placed on the Egyptians, I will not place
upon you, because I am the God who heals you.” This describes our
finding of healing in the Lord God Almighty, and concludes by honoring God and His Words as leading to our protection and to a personal
healing. This comes when we heed the truth of God in our lives! Notice how this verse speaks of acts of obedience (deeds) more than simply reciting a creed. Note the curses listed in this week’s Torah portion
are also involving acts of obedience (deeds), cursed is the one who
makes an idol, who dishonors his mother and father, who moves a
boundary stone, who commits all sorts of sexual immoralities (sexual
sins) and who takes bribes and strikes a neighbor. The emphasis again
here is to how we are to live our lives based upon our having faith in
the one true God and in Yeshua. Yeshua said in John 13:17, “If you
know these things, happy are you if you do them,” therefore we are
to be joyful in our obedience to God. Also note that Yeshua warned
us saying,  “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the
9
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kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is
in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do
many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” (Matthew 7:21-23) Obeying God’s word by living it out should be a joy to
us! Salvation in the Messiah, and the indwelling of God’s Holy Spirit,
is the gift of God that enables us to walk in the righteousness of life
according to God’s Word!
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