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פרשת
דברים

Parashat Devarim
Devarim / Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22, Isaiah 1:1-27
Mark 14:1-16

Of Giants and ּתֹורת ּהַ ּגֶּפֶ ן
ַ “Instruction of the Vine”
This week’s Torah Portion is the opening portion for the book of
Deuteronomy, Parashat Devarim. The first few chapters recount the
travels and the conquests of Israel prior to and during their 40 year
journey through the wilderness. There is an interesting comment that
we read about Og King of Basham according to Devarim / Deuteronomy 3:8-11, הָ אָ ֶרץ ִמּיַד ְׁשנֵי מַ לְ כֵי הָ אֱמֹ ִרי אֲׁשֶ ר-ח וַּנִ ּקַ ח ּבָ עֵת הַ הִ וא אֶ ת

 ט צִ ידֹ נִ ים יִ קְ ְראּו לְ חֶ ְרמֹון ִ ֹש ְריֹ ן:הַ ר חֶ ְרמֹון-ּבְ עֵבֶ ר הַ ּי ְַרּדֵ ן ִמּנַחַ ל אַ ְרנֹ ן עַד
-הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן עַד-הַ ּגִ לְ עָד וְ כָל- י ּכֹ ל | ע ֵָרי הַ ִּמיׁשֹ ר וְ כָל:לֹו ְ ֹשנִ יר-וְ הָ אֱמֹ ִרי יִ קְ ְראּו
עֹוג מֶ לְֶך הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן נִ ְׁשאַ ר- יא ּכִ י ַרק:סַ לְ כָה וְ אֶ ְד ֶרעִ י ע ֵָרי מַ ְמ ֶלכֶת עֹוג ּבַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן
ִמּיֶתֶ ר הָ ְרפ ִָאים הִ ּנֵה ע ְַרשֹ ֹו ע ֶֶרשֹ ּבַ ְרזֶל הֲֹלה הִ וא ּבְ ַרּבַ ת ּבְ נֵי עַּמֹון ּתֵ ׁשַ ע אַ ּמֹות
:איׁש-ת
ִ ַ אָ ְרּכָּה וְ אַ ְרּבַ ע אַ ּמֹות ָרחְ ּבָ ּה ּבְ אַ ּמ3:8 ‘Thus we took the land at

that time from the hand of the two kings of the Amorites who were
beyond the Jordan, from the valley of Arnon to Mount Hermon 3:9
(Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, and the Amorites call it Senir): 3:10
all the cities of the plateau and all Gilead and all Bashan, as far as
Salecah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 3:11 (For
only Og king of Bashan was left of the remnant of the Rephaim. Behold, his bedstead was an iron bedstead; it is in Rabbah of the sons
of Ammon. Its length was nine cubits and its width four cubits by or1
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dinary cubit.) (NASB) Here the Torah describes how Israel conquered
the kings of the Amorites who are beyond the Jordan, the kingdom of
Og, king of Bashan. It is interesting how the Torah describes Og the
king of Bashon ( )עֹוג מֶ לְֶך הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ןaccording to Devarim / Deuteronomy
3:11 saying,  נִ ְׁשאַ ר ִמּיֶתֶ ר הָ ְרפ ִָאיםthat he was left of the remnant of the
Rephaim. This was quantified by the words הִ ּנֵה ע ְַרשֹ ֹו ע ֶֶרשֹ ּבַ ְרזֶל הֲֹלה

איׁש-ת
ִ ַהִ וא ּבְ ַרּבַ ת ּבְ נֵי עַּמֹון ּתֵ ׁשַ ע אַ ּמֹות אָ ְרּכָּה וְ אַ ְרּבַ ע אַ ּמֹות ָרחְ ּבָ ּה ּבְ אַ ּמ

“behold his bed was a bed of iron, behold it was in Rabbah of the
sons of Ammon, it was nine cubits long, and four cubits wide, like the
cubit of a man.” Based upon this description, the length of this bed,
if we can make an assumption that the king Og, his body length was
approximately the length of the bed, nine cubits is equivalent to 13.5
ft (4.12 meters). This king was extremely tall, he was so big that he
needed a bed of iron to sleep upon, something to be manufactured
that could withstand his weight through the night. This reminds us of
Goliath who was also described as being 4 meters and a span tall (see
1 Samuel 17). With a king and people this tall, it is not surprising the
people of Israel were fearful of standing up against them to take their
land and their homes. We also note how these conquests took place
prior to the story of Bilam in Parashat Balak. Because these events occurred prior to Parashat Balak, the people of Moab heard about all that
Israel had done to Sihon and Og and this is why we read according
to Bamidbar / Numbers 22:3 and Moab was terrified because there
were so many people. Indeed, Moab was filled with dread because of
the Israelites. (NASB) Rabbeinu Bahya’s commentary on Devarim /
Deuteronomy 3:11 states the following:
Rabbeinu Bahya, Devarim / Deuteronomy 3:11 Part 1
עֹוג מֶ לְֶך הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן נִ ְׁשאַ ר ִמּיֶתֶ ר הָ ְרפ ִָאים-ּכִ י ַרק, “for only Og, King
of Bashan, was left of the remnants of the giants” whom Amrafel and his colleagues had killed, as we read in Genesis 14,5:
“they killed the Rephaim in Ashtarot Karnayim.” Og had escaped from the battle; this is why the Torah reports “the escapee” as reporting to Avram that Lot had been taken captive
(Genesis 14,13). Our sages in Tanchuma Chukat 25 identify
this “fugitive” as having been Og.
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Notice how Rabbeinu Bahya on Devarim / Deuteronomy 3:11,
Bereshit Rabbah 42:8, and Rashi on Bereshit / Genesis 14.13 Part
1 all connect Og king of Bashan to Bereshit / Genesis 14:5. Bereshit
/ Genesis 14:5-6, ֶש ֵרה ׁשָ נָה ּבָ א כְ דָ ְרלָעֹ מֶ ר וְ הַ ְּמלָכִ ים אֲׁשֶ ר
ֹ ְ ה ּובְ אַ ְרּבַ ע ע

ימים ּבְ ׁשָ וֵה
ִ ֵהַ ּזּוזִים ּבְ הָ ם וְ אֵ ת הָ א-רפ ִָאים ּבְ ע ְַׁש ְּתרֹ ת קַ ְרנַיִ ם וְ אֶ ת-ת
ְ ִֶאּתֹו ַוּיַּכּו א
:הַ ִּמ ְדּבָ ר-ָארן אֲׁשֶ ר עַל
ָ הַ חֹ ִרי ּבְ הַ רֲ ָרם ֵ ֹשעִ יר עַד אֵ יל ּפ- ו וְ אֶ ת:קִ ְריָתָ יִ ם

14:5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were
with him, came and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim and
the Zuzim in Ham and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 14:6 and the
Horites in their Mount Seir, as far as El-paran, which is by the wilderness. (NASB) Note also Rabbeinu Bahya in part 2 on this verse
states Onkelos alludes to the fact that Og was the only survivor of the
descendants of Kayin whose giants had been introduced to us by the
Torah in Bereshit / Genesis 6:2 as בני אלוהים. These mentioned in
Bereshit / Genesis 6 were not angels cohabiting with humans and producing children as most Christians believe today. The verse speaks to
Og, his size, his stature, and his strength, describing him as king of the
Amorites who ruled over them and he was of the Raphaim. The rabbis
describe these verses as “His bed was left there in Rabbah which now
belongs to the children of Ammon, and the Ammonites preserved it as
testimony that they destroyed a great and tall people; and the mighty
man whose height was like the height of the cedars, and he was strong
as the oaks, Amos 2:9. From him they captured his kingdom. This is
the sense of the word behold [behold, his bedstead …], meaning: ‘behold, the proof of [Og’s strength] still exists; it is the iron bedstead,
very long and wide, and is to be found in Rabbah of the children of
Ammon,’ since his bedstead, which was in Ashtaroth, was plundered
and lost.” Og is being described here as a very powerful man, along
with his people, and we learn how God delivered them into the hands
of Israel. These things reveal to us how anything is possible with the
Lord, especially in the terms of danger and safety as the Lord is powerful to deliver us and keep us and help us to overcome our worst
enemies no matter what the situation.
The verses we are looking at for this week are from Devarim /
Deuteronomy 3.
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ספר דברים פרק ג
א ַו ֵּנפֶן ַו ַּנעַל ּדֶ ֶרְך הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן ַוּיֵצֵ א עֹוג מֶ לְֶך-הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן לִ קְ ָראתֵ נּו הּוא וְ כָל-
לּ-ת ָירא אֹ תֹו ּכִ י בְ י ְָדָך
עַּמֹו ל ִַּמלְ חָ מָ ה אֶ ְד ֶרעִ י :ב ַוּי ֹאמֶ ר יְ הֹוָה אֵ לַי אַ ִ
ָשיתָ לְ ִסיחֹ ן
ָשיתָ ּלֹו ַּכאֲׁשֶ ר ע ִ ֹ
נָתַ ִּתי אֹ תֹו וְ אֶ תּ-כָל-עַּמֹו וְ אֶ ת-אַ ְרצֹו וְ ע ִ ֹ
מֶ לְֶך הָ אֱמֹ ִרי אֲׁשֶ ר יֹוׁשֵ ב ּבְ חֶ ְׁשּבֹון :ג וַּיִ ּתֵ ן יְ הֹ וָה אֱֹלהֵ ינּו ּבְ יָדֵ נּו
ּגַם אֶ ת-עֹוג מֶ לְֶך-הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן וְ אֶ תּ-כָל-עַּמֹו ַו ַּנּכֵהּו עַדּ-בִ לְ ִּתי הִ ְׁש ִאיר-לֹו
ָ ֹש ִריד :ד וַּנִ לְ ּכֹ ד אֶ תּ-כָל-ע ָָריו ּבָ עֵת הַ הִ וא ל ֹא הָ יְ תָ ה קִ ְריָה אֲׁשֶ ר
ל ֹא-לָקַ חְ נּו מֵ ִאּתָ ם ִׁש ִּׁשים עִ יר ּכָל-חֶ בֶ ל אַ ְרּגֹ ב מַ ְמ ֶלכֶת עֹוג ּבַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן :ה
ּכָל-אֵ ּלֶה ע ִָרים ּבְ צֻרֹ ת חֹומָ ה גְ בֹ הָ ה ְּדלָתַ יִ ם ּובְ ִריחַ לְ בַ ד מֵ ע ֵָרי הַ ּפְ ָרזִי
ָשינּו לְ ִסיחֹ ן מֶ לְֶך חֶ ְׁשּבֹון
הַ ְרּבֵ ה ְמאֹ ד :ו ַו ַּנח ֲֵרם אֹותָ ם ַּכאֲׁשֶ ר ע ִ ֹ
ּוׁשלַל הֶ ע ִָרים
הַ ח ֲֵרם ּכָל-עִ יר ְמ ִתם הַ ּנ ִָׁשים וְ הַ ּטָ ף :ז וְ כָל-הַ ּבְ הֵ מָ ה ְ
ּבַ ּזֹונּו לָנּו :ח וַּנִ ּקַ ח ּבָ עֵת הַ הִ וא אֶ ת-הָ אָ ֶרץ ִמּיַד ְׁשנֵי מַ לְ כֵי הָ אֱמֹ ִרי
אֲׁשֶ ר ּבְ עֵבֶ ר הַ ּי ְַרּדֵ ן ִמּנַחַ ל אַ ְרנֹ ן עַד-הַ ר חֶ ְרמֹון :ט צִ ידֹ נִ ים יִ קְ ְראּו
לְ חֶ ְרמֹון ִ ֹש ְריֹ ן וְ הָ אֱמֹ ִרי יִ קְ ְראּו-לֹו ְ ֹשנִ יר :י ּכֹ ל | ע ֵָרי הַ ִּמיׁשֹ ר וְ כָל-
הַ ּגִ לְ עָד וְ כָל-הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן עַד-סַ לְ כָה וְ אֶ ְד ֶרעִ י ע ֵָרי מַ ְמ ֶלכֶת עֹוג ּבַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן :יא
ּכִ י ַרק-עֹוג מֶ לְֶך הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן נִ ְׁשאַ ר ִמּיֶתֶ ר הָ ְרפ ִָאים הִ ּנֵה ע ְַרשֹ ֹו ע ֶֶרשֹ ּבַ ְרזֶל
הֲֹלה הִ וא ּבְ ַרּבַ ת ּבְ נֵי עַּמֹון ּתֵ ׁשַ ע אַ ּמֹות אָ ְרּכָּה וְ אַ ְרּבַ ע אַ ּמֹות ָרחְ ּבָ ּה
ת-איׁש :יב וְ אֶ ת-הָ אָ ֶרץ הַ ּז ֹאת י ַָר ְׁשנּו ּבָ עֵת הַ הִ וא מֵ עֲרֹ עֵר
ּבְ אַ ּמַ ִ
אֲׁשֶ ר-עַל-נַחַ ל אַ ְרנֹ ן ַוחֲצִ י הַ ר-הַ ּגִ לְ עָד וְ ע ָָריו נָתַ ִּתי לָראּובֵ נִ י וְ ַלּג ִָדי:
יג וְ יֶתֶ ר הַ ּגִ לְ עָד וְ כָל-הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן מַ ְמ ֶלכֶת עֹוג נָתַ ִּתי ַלחֲצִ י ׁשֵ בֶ ט הַ ְמנַּׁשֶ ה
ּכֹ ל חֶ בֶ ל הָ אַ ְרּגֹ ב לְ כָל-הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן הַ הּוא יִ ּקָ ֵרא אֶ ֶרץ ְרפ ִָאים :יד י ִָאיר
ׁשּורי וְ הַ ּמַ ֲעכ ִָתי וַּיִ קְ -
ן-מנַּׁשֶ ה לָקַ ח אֶ תּ-כָל-חֶ בֶ ל אַ ְרּגֹ ב עַדּ-גְ בּול הַ ּגְ ִ
ּבֶ ְ
ַלׁ-שמֹו אֶ ת-הַ ּבָ ׁשָ ן חַ ּוֹ ת י ִָאיר עַד הַ ּיֹום הַ ּזֶה[ :שביעי] טו
ָרא אֹ תָ ם ע ְ
ּולְ מָ כִ יר נָתַ ִּתי אֶ ת-הַ ּגִ לְ עָד :טז וְ לָראּובֵ נִ י וְ ַלּג ִָדי נָתַ ִּתי ִמן-הַ ּגִ לְ עָד
וְ עַד-נַחַ ל אַ ְרנֹ ן ּתֹוְך הַ ּנַחַ ל ּוגְ בֻל וְ עַד יַּבֹ ק הַ ּנַחַ ל ּגְ בּול ּבְ נֵי עַּמֹון:
יז וְ הָ ע ֲָרבָ ה וְ הַ ּי ְַרּדֵ ן ּוגְ בֻל ִמּכִ ּנ ֶֶרת וְ עַד יָם הָ ע ֲָרבָ ה יָם הַ ּמֶ לַח ּתַ חַ ת
אַ ְׁשּדֹ ת הַ ּפִ ְסּגָה ִמז ְָרחָ ה :יח ָואֲצַ ו אֶ ְתכֶם ּבָ עֵת הַ הִ וא לֵאמֹ ר יְ הֹוָה
אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם נָתַ ן ָלכֶם אֶ ת-הָ אָ ֶרץ הַ ּז ֹאת לְ ִר ְׁשּתָ ּה חֲלּוצִ ים ּתַ עַבְ רּו לִ פְ נֵי
ּומקְ ֵנכֶם
אֲחֵ יכֶם ּבְ נֵי-יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל ּכָלּ-בְ נֵי-חָ יִ ל :יט ַרק נְ ׁשֵ יכֶם וְ טַ ּפְ כֶם ִ
י-מקְ נֶה ַרב ָלכֶם י ְֵׁשבּו ּבְ ע ֵָריכֶם אֲׁשֶ ר נָתַ ִּתי ָלכֶם[ :מפטיר]
יָדַ עְ ִּתי ּכִ ִ
כ עַד אֲׁשֶ ר-יָנִ יחַ יְ הֹוָה | ַלאֲחֵ יכֶם ָּככֶם וְ י ְָרׁשּו גַם-הֵ ם אֶ ת-הָ אָ ֶרץ
אֲׁשֶ ר יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם נֹ תֵ ן לָהֶ ם ּבְ עֵבֶ ר הַ ּי ְַרּדֵ ן וְ ׁשַ בְ ּתֶ ם ִאיׁש לִ ירֻ ּׁשָ תֹו
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ֵיתי ּבָ עֵת הַ הִ וא לֵאמֹ ר עֵינֶיָך
ִ יְ הֹוׁשּו ַע צִ ּו- כא וְ אֶ ת:אֲׁשֶ ר נָתַ ִּתי ָלכֶם
ָשה יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם לִ ְׁשנֵי הַ ְּמלָכִ ים הָ אֵ ּלֶה
ֹ ָ אֲׁשֶ ר ע-הָ רֹ אֹ ת אֵ ת ּכָל
 כב ל ֹא:הַ ּמַ ְמלָכֹות אֲׁשֶ ר אַ ּתָ ה עֹ בֵ ר ׁשָ ּמָ ה-ֲשה יְ הֹוָה לְ כָל
ֹ ֶ  ַיע-ּכֵן
 ס ס ס [פרשת:ִּת ָיראּום ּכִ י יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם הּוא הַ ּנִ לְ חָ ם ָלכֶם
 כד אֲדֹ נָי:יְ הֹוָה ּבָ עֵת הַ הִ וא לֵאמֹ ר-ואתחנן] כג וָאֶ ְתחַ ּנַן אֶ ל
י ְָדָך הַ ֲחזָקָ ה-ּג ְָדלְ ָך וְ אֶ ת-עַבְ ְּדָך אֶ ת-יֱהֹ וִ ה אַ ּתָ ה הַ חִ ּלֹותָ לְ הַ ְראֹות אֶ ת
:ֲשיָך וְ כִ גְ בּורֹ תֶ ָך
ֹ ֶ ֲשה כְ מַ ע
ֹ ֶ  ַיע-אֵ ל ּבַ ּׁשָ מַ יִ ם ּובָ אָ ֶרץ אֲׁשֶ ר-אֲׁשֶ ר ִמי
הָ אָ ֶרץ הַ ּטֹובָ ה אֲׁשֶ ר ּבְ עֵבֶ ר הַ ּי ְַרּדֵ ן הָ הָ ר-ּנָא וְ אֶ ְראֶ ה אֶ ת-כה אֶ עְ ּבְ ָרה
 כו וַּיִ ְתעַּבֵ ר יְ הֹוָה ּבִ י לְ מַ עַנְ כֶם וְ ל ֹא ׁשָ מַ ע אֵ לָי:הַ ּטֹוב הַ ּזֶה וְ הַ ּלְ בָ נֹ ן
 כז:ּתֹוסֶ ף ּדַ ּבֵ ר אֵ לַי עֹוד ּבַ ּדָ בָ ר הַ ּזֶה-לְָך אַ ל-ַוּי ֹאמֶ ר יְ הֹוָה אֵ לַי ַרב
ּומז ְָרחָ ה ְּוראֵ ה
ִ ֲעלֵה | ר ֹאׁש הַ ּפִ ְסּגָה וְ שָ ֹא עֵינֶיָך יָּמָ ה וְ צָ פֹ נָה וְ תֵ ימָ נָה
יְ הֹוׁשֻ ַע וְ חַ ּזְקֵ הּו- כח וְ צַ ו אֶ ת:הַ ּי ְַרּדֵ ן הַ ּזֶה-ל ֹא תַ עֲבֹ ר אֶ ת-בְ עֵינֶיָך ּכִ י
הָ אָ ֶרץ-הּוא ַיעֲבֹ ר לִ פְ נֵי הָ עָם הַ ּזֶה וְ הּוא יַנְ חִ יל אֹותָ ם אֶ ת-וְ אַ ְּמצֵ הּו ּכִ י
: כט ַוּנֵׁשֶ ב ּבַ ּגָיְ א מּול ּבֵ ית ּפְ עֹור:אֲׁשֶ ר ִּת ְראֶ ה
Devarim / Deuteronomy 3
3:1 ‘Then we turned and went up the road to Bashan, and
Og, king of Bashan, with all his people came out to meet us in
battle at Edrei. 3:2 ‘But the Lord said to me, ‘Do not fear him,
for I have delivered him and all his people and his land into
your hand; and you shall do to him just as you did to Sihon
king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.’ 3:3 ‘So the Lord
our God delivered Og also, king of Bashan, with all his people
into our hand, and we smote them until no survivor was left.
3:4 ‘We captured all his cities at that time; there was not a city
which we did not take from them: sixty cities, all the region of
Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 3:5 ‘All these were cities
fortified with high walls, gates and bars, besides a great many
unwalled towns. 3:6 ‘We utterly destroyed them, as we did to
Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying the men, women and
children of every city. 3:7 ‘But all the animals and the spoil of
the cities we took as our booty. 3:8 ‘Thus we took the land at
that time from the hand of the two kings of the Amorites who
were beyond the Jordan, from the valley of Arnon to Mount
Hermon 3:9 (Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, and the Amorites
5
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call it Senir): 3:10 all the cities of the plateau and all Gilead and all Bashan, as far as Salecah and Edrei, cities of the
kingdom of Og in Bashan. 3:11 (For only Og king of Bashan
was left of the remnant of the Rephaim. Behold, his bedstead
was an iron bedstead; it is in Rabbah of the sons of Ammon.
Its length was nine cubits and its width four cubits by ordinary
cubit.) 3:12 ‘So we took possession of this land at that time.
From Aroer, which is by the valley of Arnon, and half the hill
country of Gilead and its cities I gave to the Reubenites and
to the Gadites. 3:13 ‘The rest of Gilead and all Bashan, the
kingdom of Og, I gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh, all the
region of Argob (concerning all Bashan, it is called the land
of Rephaim. 3:14 Jair the son of Manasseh took all the region
of Argob as far as the border of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and called it, that is, Bashan, after his own name,
Havvoth-jair, as it is to this day.) 3:15 ‘To Machir I gave Gilead. 3:16 ‘To the Reubenites and to the Gadites I gave from
Gilead even as far as the valley of Arnon, the middle of the
valley as a border and as far as the river Jabbok, the border of
the sons of Ammon; 3:17 the Arabah also, with the Jordan as
a border, from Chinnereth even as far as the sea of the Arabah,
the Salt Sea, at the foot of the slopes of Pisgah on the east. 3:18
‘Then I commanded you at that time, saying, ‘The Lord your
God has given you this land to possess it; all you valiant men
shall cross over armed before your brothers, the sons of Israel.
3:19 ‘But your wives and your little ones and your livestock (I
know that you have much livestock) shall remain in your cities
which I have given you, 3:20 until the Lord gives rest to your
fellow countrymen as to you, and they also possess the land
which the Lord your God will give them beyond the Jordan.
Then you may return every man to his possession which I have
given you.’ 3:21 ‘I commanded Joshua at that time, saying,
‘Your eyes have seen all that the Lord your God has done to
these two kings; so the Lord shall do to all the kingdoms into
which you are about to cross. 3:22 ‘Do not fear them, for the
Lord your God is the one fighting for you.’ 3:23 ‘I also pleaded
with the Lord at that time, saying, 3:24 ‘O Lord God, You have
6
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begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your strong
hand; for what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do
such works and mighty acts as Yours? 3:25 ‘Let me, I pray,
cross over and see the fair land that is beyond the Jordan,
that good hill country and Lebanon.’ 3:26 ‘But the Lord was
angry with me on your account, and would not listen to me;
and the Lord said to me, ‘Enough! Speak to Me no more of this
matter. 3:27 ‘Go up to the top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes
to the west and north and south and east, and see it with your
eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan. 3:28 ‘But charge
Joshua and encourage him and strengthen him, for he shall go
across at the head of this people, and he will give them as an
inheritance the land which you will see.’ 3:29 ‘So we remained
in the valley opposite Beth-peor. (NASB)
What we are being told here according to the historical recounting of the events that took place, according to Moshe, is that Og was
the only survivor of the descendants of the Raphaim, those giants introduced to us by the Torah in Bereshit / Genesis 6:2 as בני אלוהים
and according to Bereshit / Genesis 14. God worked a great miracle
enabling Israel to defeat the giants. Why was it so difficult for the
previous generation to trust that God could help them overcome the
inhabitants of the Promised Land? The reason for what happens in our
lives is often always beyond our understanding. The facts are, however the righteousness of God’s plan, even if undisclosed to us, must
be accepted by faith. This is the attitude of the rabbis according to the
Mishnah Pirkei Avot 2.4.
Mishnah Pirkei Avot 2.4

. ּכְ דֵ י ׁשֶ ַּיעֲׂשֶ ה ְרצֹונְ ָך כִ ְרצֹונֹו, עֲׂשֵ ה ְרצֹונֹו כִ ְרצֹונְ ָך,הּוא הָ יָה אֹומֵ ר
. ּכְ דֵ י ׁשֶ ּיְ בַ ּטֵ ל ְרצֹון אֲחֵ ִרים ִמּפְ נֵי ְרצֹונֶָך,ּבַ ּטֵ ל ְרצֹונְ ָך ִמּפְ נֵי ְרצֹונֹו
 וְ אַ ל ּתַ א ֲִמין ּבְ עַצְ ְמָך עַד יֹום, אַ ל ִּתפְ רֹ ׁש ִמן הַ ּצִ ּבּור,הִ ּלֵל אֹומֵ ר
 וְ אַ ל ּת ֹאמַ ר ּדָ בָ ר, וְ אַ ל ּתָ ִדין אֶ ת חֲבֵ ְרָך עַד ׁשֶ ּתַ ּגִ י ַע לִ ְמקֹומֹו,מֹותָך
ְ
, וְ אַ ל ּת ֹאמַ ר לִ כְ ׁשֶ ִא ָּפנֶה אֶ ְׁשנֶה. ׁשֶ ּסֹופֹו לְ הִ ּׁשָ מַ ע,ַׁשֶ ִאי אֶ פְ ׁשָ ר לִ ְׁשמֹ ע
:ׁשֶ ּמָ א ל ֹא ִת ָּפנֶה
7
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He used to say: do His will as though it were your will, so
that He will do your will as though it were His. Set aside your
will in the face of His will, so that he may set aside the will of
others for the sake of your will. Hillel said: do not separate
yourself from the community, Do not trust in yourself until the
day of your death, Do not judge your fellow man until you
have reached his place. Do not say something that cannot be
understood [trusting] that in the end it will be understood. Say
not: ‘when I shall have leisure I shall study;’ perhaps you will
not have leisure.
The Mishnah speaks of setting our will aside for the will of God. The
rabbis also speak of trusting in the Lord over ourselves, not judging a
fellow man until we have walked in his footsteps, and don’t put off the
study of God’s Word! There is a lot of application here to this week’s
Torah portion, as we are looking at these events and wondering why
trusting in God was so difficult, when we have not walked in their
footsteps, teaching us as the Mishnah is saying, do not judge. (see also
Matthew 7:1-2) The Lord God Almighty chose to lead the people in
“ ּדֶ ֶרְך הַ ִּמ ְדּבָ רthe way of the desert” such that they would learn to depend upon Him to meet their needs as the Scriptures state, הֹודע ֲָ֗ך
ֽ ִ לְ ַ ֣מעַן

ּל־מֹוצ֥א ִ ֽפי־יְ הוָ ֖ה יִ חְ יֶ ֥ה הָ אָ ָ ֽדם
ָ
֠כִ ּי ֣ל ֹא עַל־הַ ּ֤ ֶלחֶ ם לְ בַ ּדֹו֙ יִ חְ יֶ ֣ה ָ ֽהאָ ֔ ָדם ּ֛כִ י עַל־ ָכ

“such that you would know that it is not by bread alone that sustains a
man, but everything that proceeds from the mouth of God that sustains
a man.” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:3 ַ֙ו�ֽיְ עַנְ ָּך֮ ַו ַי ְּרעִ בֶ ָ֒ך ַו ּֽ ַיא ִ ֲֽכלְ ָך֤ אֶ ת־הַ מָ ּן

הֹודע ֲָ֗ך ֠כִ ּי ֣ל ֹא עַל־הַ ּ֤ ֶלחֶ ם לְ בַ ּדֹו֙ יִ חְ יֶ ֣ה
ֽ ִ א ֲ֣שֶ ׁר ל ֹא־י ֔ ַָדעְ תָ ּ וְ ֥ל ֹא י ְָדע֖ ּון אֲבֹ ֶ ֑תיָך לְ ַ ֣מעַן
ּל־מֹוצ֥א ִ ֽפי־יְ הוָ ֖ה יִ חְ יֶ ֥ה הָ אָ ָ ֽדם׃
ָ
 ) ָ ֽהאָ ֔ ָדם ּ֛כִ י עַל־ ָכWe note while the people
were in the wilderness, we are told, י ִָמיׁש עַּמּוד הֶ ָענָן יֹומָ ם וְ עַּמּוד-ל ֹא
“ הָ אֵ ׁש לָיְ לָה לִ פְ נֵי הָ עָםthe pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire
by night, did not depart from before the people.” (Shemot / Exodus
13:22) This means the presence of God remained as He led them; they
could see God’s presence. According to Shemot / Exodus there was a
daily reminder that God was in their midst, and yet they did not trust in
Him. According to the Mekhilta, there was a purpose for ּדֶ ֶרְך הַ ִּמ ְדּבָ ר
“the way of the desert.”
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Mekhilta d’Rabbi Yishmael 13.18 Part 1

ויסב אלהים את העם – כדי לעשות נסים וגבורות במן ובשליו
 שנאמר (תהלים קב) “ענה, כדי ליגעם: ר’ אליעזר אומר.ובבאר
 שנאמר (דברים, המדבר – כדי לצרפן.’בדרך כחי קצר ימי” וגו
, ים סוף – כדי לנסותם.”ח) “המוליכך במדבר הגדול והנורא
”שנאמר (תהלים קו) “אבותינו במצרים לא השכילו נפלאותיך
 שנאמר, דרך – כדי ליתן להם את התורה: רבי יהושע אומר.’וגו
 ואומר,”(דברים ה) “בכל הדרך אשר צוה ה’ אלהינו אתכם תלכו
 המדבר – כדי להאכילם את.”(משלי ו) “כי נר מצוה ותורה אור
–  ים סוף.’ שנאמר (דברים ח) “המאכילך מן במדבר” וגו,המן
 שנאמר (תהלים קו) “שכחו אל,כדי לעשות להם נסים ונפלאות
 ואומר (שם) “ויגער בים סוף ויחרב,’מושיעם עושה גדולות” וגו
:”ויוליכם בתהומות כמדבר
(Exodus 13:18) “And God led the people circuitously by way
of the desert to the Red Sea’’: in order to perform miracles
and mighty acts with the manna and the quail and the well. R.
Eliezer says: “way” — in order to weary them, viz. (Psalms
102:24) “He drained my strength on the way; He shortened
my days.” “the desert” — in order to purify them, viz. (Devarim 8:15) “Who led you through the great and awesome
desert.” “the Red Sea’’ — in order to try them, viz. (Psalms
106:7) “Our fathers in Egypt did not absorb Your wonders.
They did not remember the abundance of Your lovingkindness,
and they rebelled at the sea, at the Red Sea.’’ R. Yehoshua
says: “way” — in order to give them the Torah, of which it
is written (Devarim 5:30) “In all the way that the Lord your
God has commanded you shall you go,” and (Mishlei 6:23)
“For a mitzvah is a lamp, and Torah is light, and the way of
life.” “the desert” — in order to feed them the manna, viz.
(Devarim 8:16) “who fed you manna in the desert, etc.” “the
Red Sea’’ — in order to perform for them miracles and wonders, as it is written (Psalms 106:21-22) “They forgot the God
who saved them, who wrought great deeds in Egypt, wonders
in the land of Cham, awesome acts at the Red Sea,” and (Ibid.
9
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9) “And He rebuked the Red Sea and it dried up, and He led
them through the depths as through a desert.”
Through discussion, the rabbis provide various reasons for God’s
choice of “ ּדֶ ֶרְך הַ ִּמ ְדּבָ רthe way of the desert.” For miracles, for draining strength so as to purify them (like removing their pride), for remembering the great abundance of his grace, for the giving of Torah,
for feeding them His Word symbolized by bread, and for remembering
the miracles God performed in His delivering and redeeming them.
This process of “ ּדֶ ֶרְך הַ ִּמ ְדּבָ רthe way of the desert” appears to be like
a pruning process for the people in order to refine them. (Isaiah 48:10,
Malachi 3:3) We note how consistent this teaching is with what we
find in the Apostolic Writings according to John 15.
John 15:1-13
15:1 ‘I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.
15:2 ‘Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes
away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that
it may bear more fruit. 15:3 ‘You are already clean because of
the word which I have spoken to you. 15:4 ‘Abide in Me, and I
in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides
in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 15:5 ‘I
am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and
I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do
nothing. 15:6 ‘If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown
away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast
them into the fire and they are burned. 15:7 ‘If you abide in
Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you. 15:8 ‘My Father is glorified by this,
that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 15:9
‘Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide
in My love. 15:10 ‘If you keep My commandments, you will
abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 15:11 ‘These things I have spoken
to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
made full. 15:12 ‘This is My commandment, that you love one
another, just as I have loved you. 15:13 ‘Greater love has no
10
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one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. (NASB)
We note that the rabbinic concept of “ ּדֶ ֶרְך הַ ִּמ ְדּבָ רthe way of the desert” was for various reasons, one was for the purification and remembering the grace of God. We see a parallel here in John 15 as Yeshua
teaches the ּתֹורת ּהַ ֶּגּפֶן
ַ “Torah instruction of the vine.” Here Yeshua
uses this analogy of the breaches bearing fruit, and of the one who
tends the vine he has a pruning process. The reason for pruning is to
enlarge and enhance the growth and size of the fruit. God who is the
heavenly vine dresser is the one who is working in the lives of His
people. The fruit is designed to bring glory to God and demonstrates
a life that is set free from sin and bondage. This week’s Torah portion,
Parashat Devarim, describes the necessity to trust in God and His ability to provide for our needs no matter what that might be. The point
of “ ּדֶ ֶרְך הַ ִּמ ְדּבָ רthe way of the desert” was for purging His people,
purifying the heart and actions of His people so that they could trust in
Him and give their will over to God as opposed to living in the carnal
desire as the previous generation did. What these things teach us is
that suffering, challenges, and tribulation are all a part of the growing
process. The one whose faith says that God will make our lives perfect without suffering, challenges, and suffering is an immature and
imperfect faith that does not understand or know what the Scriptures
teach! This purification process is the bringing us through these difficulties in life while maintaining our faith, and this is not by the will of
man, but by the power of God! We note the power of God’s Word as
Yeshua said in John 15:3 ‘You are already clean because of the word
which I have spoken to you. (NASB) This sanctification, this separation, this setting apart as holy unto God depends upon our willingness
to commune with God and His Messiah Yeshua, and walk in His ways
of righteousness and truth. This is what Yeshua meant when he said,
15:4 ‘Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in
Me. (NASB) as the connectedness to God and His Word, remaining in
the Messiah, these are central truths that are being taught in the Torah,
and in the Apostolic Writings, the power of God’s presence and love
enters into our lives. This Torah centric truth is illustrated in this ּתֹורת
ַ
“ ּהַ ֶּגּפֶןTorah instruction of the vine” as the one who does not trust in
11

Digging Deeper Torah Series

the Lord, and remains faithful to Him, and walks in His ways, is cast
off and withers. (John 15:6) We note how sin destroys! Sin destroyed
an entire generation of people in the wilderness. We note that this purging process takes place in our lives too. The Lord is working to destroy
the unclean things in our lives. This is why it is so important to seek
the God of Israel in His son Yeshua the Messiah! We must be careful
to seek the Lord and our connection with our Father in heaven through
His Son Yeshua. It is by this we achieve the uttermost good for our lives
as seeking and receiving the presence of God as we walk in all of His
ways according to His Word!
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