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Bamidpar / Numbers 50:2-34:13, Jer. Z:4-25, 5:4
Matthew 25:1-37-25:4b

God’s Sanctification Taught in the Torah

This week’s Torah Portion is a double portion and completes the
book of Bamidbar / Numbers. In this week’s reading we find an in-
teresting correlation to the Apostolic Writings by the way the text is
written in the Hebrew language. Let’s look at Bamidbar / Numbers
33:50-52, :IARY 07 17070V 2R D3R APhTOR 1 121 )
PINTIN TIRTS D739 DON "3 D78 BN P 3278 3T N
ONP3Wn™23 DY DNTIR) 0°39% PR "AW22°NK DAY 21 193
ATRYR ONh2HD NRY 1TARD DNORD CR7X72 NR) 33:50 Then the
Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan opposite
Jericho, saying, 33:51 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them,
‘When you cross over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 33:52 then
you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and

destroy all their figured stones, and destroy all their molten images
and demolish all their high places; (NASB) We see Moshe speaking
to Israel concerning the inhabitants of the Land saying, “N§¥ DAWIIM
02197 YIRT 22522 “then you are to drive out all of the inhabitants
of the land.” This is quite different from what we read according to
Devarim / Deuteronomy 20:16, 128 i \WWN b \D’DUU Mwn P
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the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive
anything that breathes.” This is significant ¥3~22 700 X7 as the
word 7MY 1] reminds us of the Torah from Bereshit / Genesis 3 and God

creating man and woman, and how the Lord breathed the 771 into us
creating us uniquely from all of the rest of creation. This makes cer-
tain we know what God is expecting of Israel when entering the Land,
as all of those who have the breath of life meaning people are to be

killed. This is quite different by instructing not a soul should live (X

TMYIT22 7°10), none should survive. We note there are seven nations
that inhabit the Promised Land, and the way in which this verse is

written, 787 °2¢%=23 (all who dwell in the land) references all of the
people, even those who are living in their midst as sojourners, Israel
is to drive them out, even those who were not members of the seven
nations. (Or Chaim on Bamidbar / Numbers 33:52, Part 1)

Another interesting observation is by what Moshe says in Bamid-

bar / Numbers 33:50, 137272% 2811 N2V “when passing over from
Moab through the Jordan,” and in Bamidbar / Numbers 33:51, LD'_f
Wi PINTOR TT0TNN 00730 ORN 7R OFeR §70K) PR 3270
“Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you cross over
the Jordan into the land of Canaan’” pay particular attention to the
words N37¥2 and 0°73V in 33:50 and 3351, respectively. The phrase,
WID PIRTIN 170NN 02928 0X °2 here the word 32 is also very
important because this qualifies the command God is giving Moshe
to tell the people. Note it states specifically, when you cross the Jor-
dan into the Land of Canaan, you are to drive out the inhabitants and
destroy their idols and places of worship. What is interesting is how
the people were not ordered to destroy the idol worship on this side
of the Jordan where Reuben and Gad Settle in Gilead. This reveals to
us how the holiness of the Land of Israel affects the other side. Gilead
and other places did not become sanctified until Eretz Yisrael (Land
of Israel) was sanctified. The rabbis connect this to “the concept of the
Cities of Refuge that did not take in accidental murderers until those
in Eretz Yisrael would also be sanctified, because the activation of the
Cities of Refuge depends on the holiness of Eretz Yisrael which in
turn is only when the Jubilee year is being observed.” (Haamek Davar
gn Bamidbar / Numbers 33:51, Part 1) Note how Rashi connects this
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to the motivation, or intents of one’s heart to do what God had com-
manded.

Rashi on Bamidbar / Numbers 33:51 Part 1
7R3 K21 .M aNwTIM N 777°7 DR 2272V ONK D
DOXWD TWH D77 N 72 RPX 792 7Y 1317 DO0yD
— XY DX ,1N2VR 12 NI DY W22 17702 002
YW 02 T0RY %R 121,008 THVIY) PR3 O
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A DNWT A 1700 DR 272V anX °> WHEN YOU
ARE PASSED OVER THE JORDAN ... YOU SHALL
DRIVE OUT [ALL THE INHABITANTS] — But had
they not already been admonished about this several
times? But it is repeated here in this form “when you
are passing over the Jordan”, and not as usual “when
you come into the land” because Moses spoke thus to
them: While you are passing through the Jordan on dry
land, you shall pass over having this in view (that you
will drive out the inhabitants), and if you do not, the
waters will come and overwhelm you. And so indeed
we find (Jos. 4:10) that Joshua spoke to them while
they were still standing in the Jordan (Sotah 34a) a

Rashi draws out this parallel of passing through the Jordan river as
doing so on dry land, but if their intent was not to drive out the inhab-
itants, they would be overwhelmed by the flood waters. Notice the
significance of this, their salvation, the miracle of God was contingent
upon whether they were willing to obey the word of God! Also, the
flood waters brought death to the wicked in Bereshit / Genesis 6, and
we also find the waters being analogous to the Mikvah which Peter
says these are the waters that now save you. The Mikvah or baptism
is more than just washing your body. It means turning to God with a
clear conscience, it is the process of Teshuvah, and because the Mes-
siah has been raised from the dead! (/ Peter 3:21) Paul writes of the
waters as causing one to die to self, to the old and sinful ways as en-
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tered into the newness of life. (Romans 6:4-6) We can see how many
parallels there are to the Apostolic Writings in these few verses here
from the Torah! Here, before entering the Land, the entire nation is
passing through the water in a way that is very miraculous, God is
working a miracle when His people are committed to obeying His
commands! Remember, the people were not ordered to destroy the
idol worship on this side of the Jordan where Reuben and Gad Settle
in Gilead. This is connected to Bamidbar / Numbers 33:52, =211 21
"R73727 D) DR*2YR23 DX DATIR) 0739% PIRT Y2 NN DAY
7Y DNP2™22 DR TARA DNORY “then you shall drive out all the
inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all their figured
Stones, and destroy all their molten images and demolish all their high
places.” These Scriptures speak to us how the holiness of the Land of
Israel affects the other side. Gilead and other places did not become
sanctified until Eretz Yisrael (Land of Israel) was sanctified by remov-
ing the ungodliness, the places of the abominations of the people from
the land, and purifying the Land for both the people and God to live!

The scriptures we are looking at for this week are from Bamidbar
/ Numbers 33:50-56.
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Bamidbar / Numbers 33:50-56

33:50 Then the Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho, saying, 33:51
“Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When
you cross over the Jordan into the land of Canaan,
33:52 then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of
the land from before you, and destroy all their figured
stones, and destroy all their molten images and de-
molish all their high places; 33:53 and you shall take
possession of the land and live in it, for I have given
the land to you to possess it. 33:54 ‘You shall inherit
the land by lot according to your families, to the larg-
er you shall give more inheritance, and to the smaller
you shall give less inheritance. Wherever the lot falls
to anyone, that shall be his. You shall inherit accord-
ing to the tribes of your fathers. 33:55 ‘But if you do
not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before
you, then it shall come about that those whom you let
remain of them will become as pricks in your eyes and
as thorns in your sides, and they will trouble you in the
land in which you live. 33:56 ‘And as I plan to do to
them, so I will do to you.”” (NASB)

Again, we note what Moshe said according to Bamidbar / Numbers
33:50, 307 17070V 2RI NAWA “when passing over from Moab
through the Jordan,” and in Bamidbar / Numbers 33:51, ’JJ:I"?N \133
W32 TIRTOR TTT0°NN 0938 OOX R D78 RN PR “Speak 1o
the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you cross over the Jordan
into the land of Canaan,” specifically the phrase, “NNX 0°72V QX 32
W12 TIRTOX 77727 here the word °3 is very important because this
qualifies the command that God is giving Moshe to tell the people.
Note it states specifically, when you cross the Jordan into the Land
of Canaan, what is interesting is how the people were not ordered to
destroy the idol worship on this side of the Jordan where Reuben and
Gad Settle in Gilead. This reveals to us how the holiness of the Land
of Israel affects the other side. There is a parallel to our lives in the

Messiah Yeshua, note what is written in the book of Hebrews.
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Hebrews 10:10
10:10 And by that will, we have been made holy
through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all. (NASB)

Hebrews 12:14
12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctifica-
tion without which no one will see the Lord. (NASB)

In Hebrews 10:10 we are told how the Messiah separated us from
the World, how he has made us holy through his sacrifice! In Hebrews
12:14 we are told how we are to pursue that sanctification in our lives
here on Earth. The Torah speaks of God’s call for the people to destroy
the places of worship (high places), the idols of worship, and their
houses of worship. We also noted that the land where Reuben and Gad
were dwelling this command is missing. The rabbinic conclusion was
that the sanctification of Eretz Yisrael would affect the sanctification
of Gilead and the surrounding lands Reuben and Gad are dwelling in.
When we consider what is written in the Torah in light of what the
author of Hebrews is saying, we find there is a heavenly calling upon
our lives as the children of God (Hebrews 3:1). Note Hebrews talks
about our heavenly calling, and of how we are made holy through the
sacrifice of the Messiah, and how we are to pursue peace and the sanc-
tification, without which no one will see the Lord. Note that both the

word holy and sanctify come from the same root word W7 (kadosh).
Living a sanctified life is living a life that brings glory to God. This is
what is being expressed in the Torah as the people are entering into the
Promised Land, they are to sanctify that Land by removing the idola-
trous and immoral practices that are taking place there. The reason
being, these things are not the expression of the inward and outward
salvation that we have received through faith. Notice how the people
have been delivered from Slavery from Egypt, and miraculously sus-
tained through the wilderness, and into the Land of Promise. These
things relate to the outward salvific work of God. Now their inward
expression of the salvific work is to walk in the ways of God accord-
ing to His Holy Word. This causes one to walk and live a sanctified
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life before God and men. Again note how living a sanctified life, a
life of holiness and righteousness, this is the only way to have a life
of closeness to the presence of God and for growing spiritually. There
is a tremendous blessing in doing so which is explained further in the

article (Scientist Identifies Signaling Underlying Organ and Limb Re-
generation — A Spiritual Insight | MATSATL.COM Teaching Ministry)

We consider how this is contrasted to today’s permissive society of
worshiping false gods and immorality. The idolatry in today’s society
has not changed, only the idols have changed from the molten image
to that of self, materialism, money, fame, and sex. Note how so few
people today talk about sanctification (holiness) as these days are ex-
ceedingly wicked. The doctrine of hyper grace for example allows the
Christian to live where everything is permissible because we are holy
already. What we have to understand is what the Scriptures actually
teach us. The Scriptures tell us that we have been sanctified in heaven
by the blood of the Messiah, and as a result we are to live sanctified
lives. This means we are being given a heavenly calling, to walk in
God’s holy and righteous ways here on earth because of what has been
accomplished in heaven. This is the illustration we are receiving from
the Torah command according to Bamidbar / Numbers 33:51, ‘133
WD PINTOX TT0TNR 0203V OR3P DR §7RN] PR 327
“Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you cross over
the Jordan into the land of Canaan,” specifically the phrase, DX 3
W1 PINTOR J7720°NR 0°92Y here the word ) qualifies the com-
mand that God is giving Moshe to tell the people. He states specifi-
cally, when you cross the Jordan into the Land of Canaan, while the
people were not ordered to destroy the idol worship on this side of the
Jordan where Reuben and Gad Settle in Gilead. This illustrates the
sanctification process that God is calling for in our lives. Because we
have been called to walk in holiness, when believers are not striving
to live sanctified lives, there are many things that are missing in their
lives, the presence of God, the power of God, and the close commu-
nion with God (hearing and seeing Him)! Note the consequences of
refusing holiness in one’s life, there is not much difference from those
who walk in the way of the nations except that the person claims they
have received the Messiah into their lives. This is why we are called to

pursue holiness and sanctification in our lives! The author of Hebrews
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went as far as saying “without which no man shall see the Lord.” This
is straight to the point! We are called to pursue sanctification in our
lives just as the people ISrael were called to pursue sanctification in
their lives as they entered into the Promised Land.

When we consider what the Torah teaches, how God delivered
Israel from slavery, this was both a process and an instantaneous as on
Pesach the people were driven out of Egypt. This is how our salvation
is given to us in the Messiah Yeshua, we are made righteous, we are
sanctified in heaven before our Father God based upon the merits of
the Messiah. This is a very rabbinic Torah based concept. The Messiah
establishes our position before God. This is the newness of life that
we enter into through faith, and the power of God that enters into our
lives through the indwelling of God’s Holy Spirit. Now we are called
to a progressive and practical sanctification of our lives because of our
earthly home. This idea of God sanctifying us naturally leads to God’s
call on our lives to live sanctified lives meaning that we are called to
obey God’s Word. Rashi draws out this parallel of passing through the
Jordan river as doing so on dry land, but if their intent was not to drive
out the inhabitants, they would be overwhelmed by the flood waters.
Notice the significance of this, their salvation, the miracle of God was
contingent upon whether they were willing to obey the word of God!
Note also how 1 John 1:7 speaks of this very thing, “If we walk in the
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” Our salva-
tion through the blood of the Messiah is contingent upon whether we
choose to sanctify our lives or not! This is what the Torah is teaching
us in light of the Apostolic Writings, that our practical sanctification
is the daily living out of our faith resulting in purity and integrity. We
have fellowship with God through practical sanctification, because we
are being called to order our lives according to God’s Holy Word!



