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Parashat Korach

Bamidpar / Numbers 16:1-18:32, 1 Samuel 11:14-12:22
Luke 18:35-17.28

Rejecting the Authority of Moshe for the Authority of
Yeshua (Jesus)

In the third Aliyah of Parashat Korach we read about a miracle and
something very significant regarding faith in the one in whom God
has sent to deliver His people. In this week’s Torah portion, we read
the Lord God saying the following to Moshe according to Bamidbar
/ Numbers 17:16-21. Note there is a 15 verse numbering discrepancy
when reading the Hebrew bible as compared to the English transla-
tion, looking at the Septuagint reveals a similar numbering as the Eng-
lish translations. This suggests how heavy dependance of the English
translations upon the Septuagint. God said to Moshe the following
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:anivn N2 199X 17:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17:2
“Speak to the sons of Israel, and obtain from them a staff for each
father's household: twelve staffs, from all their leaders for their fa-
thers’ households. You shall write each man's name on his staff, 17:3
and write Aaron s name on the staff of Levi; for there is to be one staff
for the head of each of their fathers’ households. 17:4 You shall then
leave them in the tent of meeting in front of the testimony, where I meet
with you. 17:5 And it will come about that the staff of the man whom
I choose will sprout. So I will relieve Myself of the grumblings of the
sons of Israel, who are grumbling against you.” (NASB) What is hap-

pening here is God needs to establish who was His chosen one, 17>
(anointed one) who would lead His People and perform the services
in the Mishkhan to make atonement before God. The rabbis look at
this phrase *17 7¥R-%Y 2R2A 193X DY NX) and ask the question why
God instructed Moshe to have Aaron write his name on his staff too.
This staff was the same one that had been used to perform all of the
miracles in Egypt, and so because of this the staff of God was known
and so Aaron would not have had to write his name. Some rabbis also
say this staff was similar to the others and so Aaron had to write his
name on it. (/bn Ezra on Numbers 17:17 Part 1) What this miracle
is doing is establishing the God of Israel as creator and choosing the
tribe of Levi to perform the special duties in the Mishkhan. The big
question is why would this miracle be necessary if the fire killing the
250 men and the destruction of Korach proved that Aaron and Moshe
were specifically chosen of God. Perhaps the people thought that Ko-
rach’s sin was that he challenged Moses so that God had to defend the
honor of His prophet? The point is, what happened to Korach did not
prove that God was unwilling to choose another tribe from which the
High Priest would be selected. (Or HaChaim on Numbers 17:20 Part
1) The God of Israel was not just demonstrating his choice of persons
and tribe, He was also establishing His authority to choose and the
authority of His prophet Moshe. Note how those who spoke against
Moshe and Aaron there were three different methods of punishment,
(1) the swallowing up by the earth (going to the grave alive), (ii) the
burning by fire, and (iii) death through the plague. If we consider these
things, how serious of an offence is it to disrespect Moshe and the
Torah today? Thinking about this, “How often today do people speak
2
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against Moshe and the Torah of God as being passed away?” Yeshua
said according to John 5:48,°3 ,°7 D181 0N ,AWHY DRINRT 19K
202 99V “if you really believed Moses, you would believe me, because
he wrote about me.” This is why studying the Torah is so important!
Are we able to even recognize the Messiah if we have not studying all
of Scripture? Regardless of how obvious these things may be, there
will still be some who complain and challenge what the Scriptures say
due to their theologies. We note the miracle of the sprouting staff dem-
onstrated God as the living God, how the chosen one of God, his staff
sprouted and produced fruit, producing life from the dead, while the
other staffs remained dead. The fact that the staff sprouted producing
blossoms and fruit is in contrast to the negative comments from the
people which produced death and the three punishments (death by go-
ing to the grave alive, the burning by fire, and the plague). “The Torah
stresses the words: ‘the house of Levi, to show that it was not merely
Aaron's appointment that was confirmed thereby but the appointment
of the entire tribe of Levi for its respective task as outlined in Numbers
chapter eight.” (Rabbeinu Bahya, Bamidbar 17:20 Parts 1-2) The
rabbis general consensus is this miracle demonstrated the authority of
Moshe and Aaron without a doubt!

We note something about rejecting Moshe, from the previous To-
rah portion, Miriam spoke harshly against Moshe and she was as if
dead due to the dreaded skin disease she was afflicted by. Today, how
often do we hear people rejecting Moshe and the Torah. In a recent
comment on Gab, I had someone tell me that Yeshua did not teach To-
rah, he taught against the Torah. This is surprising as it demonstrates
not fully grasping the place of Torah in the in the Judaism of Yeshua’s
day, and what is contained in the Torah as teaching us to love God and
love one another.

The Scriptures we are looking at for this week are from Bamid-
bar / Nunmbers 17:1-13 (English Translation) or Bamidbar / Numbers
17:16-28 (Hebrew Bible).
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Bamidbar / Numbers 17:1-13

17:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17:2
“Speak to the sons of Israel, and obtain from them a
Staff for each father s household: twelve staffs, from all
their leaders for their fathers’ households. You shall
write each man's name on his staff, 17:3 and write Aar-
ons name on the staff of Levi; for there is to be one
staff for the head of each of their fathers’ households.
17:4 You shall then leave them in the tent of meeting
in front of the testimony, where I meet with you. 17:5
And it will come about that the staff of the man whom [
choose will sprout. So I will relieve Myself of the grum-
blings of the sons of Israel, who are grumbling against
you.” 17:6 So Moses spoke to the sons of Israel, and all
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their leaders gave him a staff, one for each leader, for
their fathers’ households, twelve staffs in all, with the
staff of Aaron among their staffs. 17:7 Then Moses left
the staffs before the Lord in the tent of the testimony.
17:8 Now on the next day Moses went into the tent of
the testimony; and behold, Aaron’s staff for the house
of Levi had sprouted and produced buds and bloomed
with blossoms, and it yielded ripe almonds. 17:9 Mo-
ses then brought out all the staffs from the presence
of the Lord to all the sons of Israel; and they looked,
and each man took his staff. 17:10 But the Lord said
to Moses, “Put the staff of Aaron back in front of the
testimony to be kept as a sign against the rebels, so that
you may put an end to their grumblings against Me
and they do not die.” 17:11 Moses did so; just as the
Lord had commanded him, so he did. 17:12 Then the
sons of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, “Behold, we are
passing away, we are perishing, we are all perishing!
17:13 Everyone who comes near, who comes near to
the tabernacle of the Lord, must die. Are we to perish
completely?” (NASB)

According to Devarim / Deuteronomy 18, the Lord God Almighty
speaks to Moshe to tell the people of Israel these words, 2’ Xo3)
TIRN W2 DX DPN D371 193 3137 7003 iR 0FUK 12 07
YT "I RWR AT WK TITTON YWy W Uy i
0yn “I'will raise up for them from among their own people a proph-
et like yourself, in whose mouth I will put My words and who will

speak to them all that I command; and anybody who fails to heed the
words speaks in My name, I Myself will call to account” (Devarim /
Deuteronomy 18:18-19).The scriptures also describes the P X°2]
(false prophet) those who speak words that are not from God. The
PWI X°2] gave false messages in God’s name or he or she prophesies
in the name of false gods. Yeshua said in Matthew 5:19 Therefore,
whoever nullifies one of the least of these commandments, and teaches
others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven,
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but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. (NASB) If we consider what is written in Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 20 and Devarim / Deuteronomy 13 we learn about a
warning from God that people will come and try to draw God’s people
away to serve false gods through false doctrines or signs and wonders.
This is equivalent to turning someone away from the command of God
to depart from the way of God. This is beyond what Yeshua was talk-
ing about as those whom Yeshua was talking about were those who
speak negatively or attempt to turn people away from the command
of God but yet continue in their faith in the God of Israel and Yeshua.
That which is spoken about in Devarim / Deuteronomy is related to
those who want to turn one away from the way of God to serve false
gods, which include many things not limited to a physical idol made
of wood and stone, but things such as money, self, sex, etc. The issue
of false prophets is not merely theoretical, there are many examples
from the Bible showing us their existence and how these Scriptures
apply to us today as there are many so-called Prophets even today.

The point of turning one away from the Torah of God, or teaching
that Yeshua taught against the Torah is a very dangerous endevor as
there is the possibility of being forever lost! This is the problem with
the theologies that make Yeshua (Jesus) out to be a false prophet when
saying he taught against the Torah of God. I have heard it said Yeshua
taught against the Law (Torah) as if the Torah of God is bad. This is a
dangerous and heretical theological conclusion, and this is the parallel
that we have today in what we see going on between Moshe, Aaron,
and the people in this week’s Torah Portion. In light of these things,
Yeshua’s words become all the more weighty when he said, =287 19X
202 O9Y 02 7 DOrnRn on»g ,aWhY Rl “if you really believed
Moses, you would believe me, because he wrote about me.” (John
5:48) Based upon what we are studying here, by rejecting Moshe and
what he wrote (the Torah) one consequentially rejects the authority of
Moshe and the authority of Yeshua!

Note what Rashi writes concerning these things according to Bam-
idbar / Numbers 17:23.

Rashi on Bamidbar / Numbers 17:23 Part 3
QTPw 513 AND RIPENED INTO ALMONDS — This
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means that when the fruit was recognizable as such it
could be recognized that they were almonds. The verb
has the same meaning as in (Genesis 21:8) “And the

child grew 503, and became a full child” (i.e., able

to do without its mother s milk). This expression is fre-
quently used of the fruit of trees, as e.g. (Isaiah 18:5)

“And the blossom become a ripening (?03) grape” (cf.
Rashi on Genesis 40:10). — But why did it bring forth
almonds? Because it is a fruit that blossoms earlier
than all other fruits; so, too, the punishment of him
who sets himself in opposition to the constituted priest-
hood comes quickly, just as we find stated in the case
of Uzziah (Il Chronicles 26:19) “And the leprosy in-
stantly broke out in his forehead”. — Its translation in

the Targum is: TN NDIY, meaning that it produced a
kind of cluster of almonds, knotted together one upon

the other (Aramaic NB2 denotes “tied”).

It is interesting how Rashi draws out a meaning from Bereshit /
Genesis 21:8 and how a child doing without its mothers milk is usu-
ally an expression reserved for fruit trees. Note how when we walk
according to the spirit, we are doing what? We are producing fruit as
the NT text states in many places. What kind of fruit is produced? Paul
wrote that when we walk according to the spirit we do not sin. (Ro-
mans 8:1-17, Galatians 5:16) What does it mean to not walk in sin?
Sin by its very definition is to disobey God’s command. This line of
reasoning draws out the conclusion that the Holy Spirit of God in our
lives helps us to walk in God’s ways according to the Torah, obeying
His N11¥7 (Mitzvot, Commands), 2°P17 (statutes), and 2°09%W» (Mish-
patim, Judgements). Rashi here describes the miracle of life from
God. Remember it is only by a miracle of God through faith in Yeshua
that we receive the Holy Spirit and consequentially produce the fruit
of God just as we see here in the Torah portion! Rashi believes there is
a parallel to growing up like a child where one doesn’t need mother’s
milk anymore. This appears to be a direct correlation to the maturing
of Faith which is also connected to the authority of Moshe (i.e. how
the people stood in opposition to the priesthood demonstrating thei7r



Digging Deeper Torah Series

disrespect for the authority of Moshe). This means for us as we grow
we should be continuing in God’s word, reading, studying, applying,
and growing so as not needing the milk any more. This is what the
author of Hebrews had in mind when saying, 5:11 Concerning him we
have much to say, and it is difficult to explain, since you have become
poor listeners. 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers,
you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary prin-
ciples of the actual words of God, and you have come to need milk
and not solid food. 5:13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is
unacquainted with the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 5:14
But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their
senses trained to distinguish between good and evil. (NASB) We note
how these words are in the context of a teaching on Melchizedek and
the priesthood of Yeshua which is in heaven. Could it be those whom
he was writing and speaking to were spiritually immature so as not
to understand the truth of his teaching and consequentially the differ-
ences between heaven and earth and the work of Yeshua? When read-
ing from Hebrews 5, we note the prohibition against mixing milk and
meat, “do not cook a kid in its mother s milk, ” which appears a total
of 3 times in the Torah (Shemot / Exodus 23:19, 34:26 and Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 14:21). Isn’t this an interesting comparison to the one
who is supposed to give up the milk, for the meat alone according to
the author of Hebrews? There is a whole lot more that could be said
on this topic!

While surveying the rabbinic literature, there is also a discussion
on the reasons why almonds was the fruit that was produced as op-
posed to some other fruit. Almonds are not what Israel is famous for,
this is something that is outside of the norm. In the rabbinic conver-
sations there is a discussion on the growth cycle of the almond. Al-
though this species blossoms quickly, it does not produce fruit that
quickly. This is descriptive of a sort of how the Lord God of Israel
can transform us instantly, and then the work of God in our lives of
sanctification can take the remainder of our lives. Note the following
references from the Scriptures:

2 Corinthians 7:1
7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us
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cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spir-
it, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (NASB)

Philippians 3:10—14

3:10 that I may know Him and the power of His resur-
rection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being con-
formed to His death; 3:11 in order that I may attain to
the resurrection from the dead. 3:12 Not that I have al-
ready obtained it or have already become perfect, but
1 press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also
I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 3:13 Brethren, I do
not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one
thing I do forgetting what lies behind and reaching
forward to what lies ahead, 3:14 I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus. (NASB)

Hebrews 12:14
12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctifica-
tion without which no one will see the Lord. (NASB)

We see in 2 Corinthians 7:1 Paul writes that we are to cleanse our-
selves from the defilement of flesh and spirit. This speaks to our turn-
ing away from sexual sin and spiritual idolatry. Notice the connection
here Paul is making to these things and our walk with God in holiness
and fear. This is very rabbinic of Paul to write in this way as the rabbis
are always making these kinds of comparisons. In Philippians 3 Paul
writes of the power of God in our lives through the resurrection, as
this leads to victory over sin and death. Paul speaks of obtaining this
resurrection, but as living in this world, we strive for this victory and
the end goal of the power of God in our lives to overcome this world,
which is the upward call of the God of Israel on our lives in Yeshua
the Messiah! In Hebrews 12:14 we read the call to be at peace with
all men. All of these things are a process in our lives as we enter into
a relationship with the God of Israel through faith in His Messiah and
the indwelling of His Spirit! We note that without the authority of the
Messiah who conquered sin and death in our lives, we are unable to do
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maasim tovim (good works)! Paul went on in Philippians 4:13 saying
“He is ready to strengthen us for all we have to do.” This is the abiding
in the Messiah (Christ) that was spoken of so often by Paul. (Colos-
sians 1:11, 1 Timothy 1:12, 2 Timothy. 1:7 and; 2:1) which is coupled
to His authority in our lives. This is a miracle of God, in the sense
of the almonds, God worked His creative process growing almonds
through seasons of growth in a matter of hours. This is a miracle, just
as we can say without a doubt how God miraculously works in our
lives through faith in Yeshua His Son! According to Midrash Rabbah
Bamidbar / Numbers 18 Part 23, the rabbis say that “the reason God
chose almonds was to serve as a warning that anyone who would
challenge that the priesthood belonged to the descendants of Aaron
would be dealt with very promptly.” These things function as a warn-
ing to us to not speak against any part of God’s Word. The reason
being, life and death, sin and righteousness, justice, mercy, goodness,
truth (these massim tovim of godliness), and even ungodliness are all
defined according to the Torah! The Spirit of God who dwells within
guides us in truth and justice, mercy and peace by faith in Yeshua, and
these things are intimately coupled to the Torah, the Prophets, and
the Writings (the OT text)! The basic conclusion that may be drawn
from Parashat Korach is related to this illustration on the dangers of
speaking against God’s word, against God’s chosen one Moshe and
Aaron, and the intimate connection that ties the Torah to Yeshua the
Messiah of God according to John 5:48. God’s Word is supposed to
function authoritatively in our lives and rejecting a portion of Scrip-
ture for another portion of Scripture is dangerous as leading to death
and destruction! We however “Praise the Lord” for the giving of His
Holy Spirit which guides us in all truth and righteousness according
to His holy Words! And not just that, but the victory that we have in
the Messiah to overcome sin by faith such that we can live our lives
for the glory of God!
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