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ans hat Balak

Bamidbar / Numbers 22:2-25:9, Micah 5:b-4:8
Mark. 11:12-24

A Man Struggling with God

In this week’s Torah portion we read about how Balak contacted
Bilam and Bilam’s contact with God (22:2-21), when Bilam encoun-
ters the Angel (22:22-41), the prophecies of Bilam (23:7-30), the
prophecy from Peor (24:1-25), and the sin of Peor (25:7-9). In the
opening verses of Parashat Balak we read the following, Bamidbar /
Numbers 22:5-7, -3 WX 77109 71¥2-12 0¥22-58% 028N MW
TY-NY 702 7137 01N R QY 737 M0KY 12-X1p% 10y-132 I8 1737
DIXY-3 0 OYT-NN OP-TIN RI-T7 AOYY ) 09RR AW XA PINT
TIAN-TWK DX DY *D PIG-T2 WYKD 12-7123 D2 NN 230 N
D772 DUNOPY TR 3PN X V3T TN T P KD WK 7737
12932 5727 PHR M2TN QYPR-DOR NI 22:5 So he sent messengers
to Balaam the son of Beor, at Pethor, which is near the River, in the
land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying, ‘Behold, a people
came out of Egypt; behold, they cover the surface of the land, and
they are living opposite me. 22:6 ‘Now, therefore, please come, curse
this people for me since they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be
able to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I know that he
whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.’ 22:7
So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees
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for divination in their hand; and they came to Balaam and repeated
Balak's words to him. (NASB) we are able to see Balak’s faith in Bilam
when he says IR IRD WK 7727 TI2R-WR DX DY 0D “For [
know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is
cursed.” Immediately while reading these passages we should be re-
minded of similar verbiage in Parashat Lech Lecha, Bereshit / Genesis
12:1-3, 8 @1 INT2000 TEWR 72777 DIATIR T MR X
TR TRY AZTIND I 2N 0D AUR) 2 I WK TNTN
[TRTNT NHSWR 92 9292723 RN T27RR1 T3 1273 303
“12:1 Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go forth from your country, And
from your relatives And from your fathers house, To the land which
1 will show you; 12:2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will
bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;
12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you
I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.’”
(NASB) We note how God said to Abram 721011 J¥INn 72777
AR N2 “go out from your land, from the land of your birth, from
the land of your father,” here the Lord God is calling Abram from a
land of Idolatry and divination to a land where he can walk in God’s
ways of holiness and righteousness. This is contrasted to what we are

reading in the Torah portion YY-232 ¥ N733-2¥ WK 717105 “Peth-
or, which is near the River, in the land of the sons of his people” a
land filled with Idolatry and divination. We note what the outcome
would be if Bilam and Balak actually succeeded in cursing the seed of
Abraham (all of Israel). God says IR 799727 772727 12728 “dnd
I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will
curse.” Their cursing Israel would lead to the curse turning back upon
them! Now Bilam and Balak do not necessarily have knowledge of

what God had said, there is some level of ignorance involved here, but
that of course is no excuse. So the text states, >JPT) 211 177 ’D’?B] T
P22 9727 PPXR 1N27°) QYLI-O8 IR 072 DA0PY 1PTD “the elders of
Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for divination
in their hand; and they came to Balaam and repeated Balak's words
to him.” The elders took their money, and went to Bilam to bribe him
into cursing Israel. Rashi connects on these verses saying the follow-
ing:
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Rashi on Bamidbar / Numbers 22.5 Part 3
2 pRin maw ,inRIg?) W a0 axmps AR XOPL
1207 1inn

2 X2 TO CALL HIM — the call was for him, for
his benefit; for he (Balak) fixed for him (agreed to pay

him) a large sum.

Paul wrote that the love of money is the root of all sorts of evil. (/
Timothy 6:10) Paul rationalizes this saying by craving money, some
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
sorrows. Rashi draws out the point of Balak fixing an amount of mon-
ey that would cause Bilam to come running to his help saying this
money was a large sum. The amount of money that Balak was offer-
ing Bilam was immense. Based upon the narrative, this money caused
Bilam to struggle with God. He wanted the money, but he also wanted
to do what the Lord says. Money has a way of warping the truth and
what God truly wants for our lives. This is why Paul gave such a
warning like he did to Timothy. These things are as relevant for us
today as it was back in this day to teach us we are to live and give our
lives over to the Lord by believing in Him and walking in His ways
in His calling on our lives! This is apposed to the idea of being called
to simply acknowledge who God is, who Yeshua (Jesus) is, and then
go and live our lives in the way that seems right in our own eyes. We
are not called to live at the whim or pleasure and wealth. The point is
it takes a lot of effort to humble ourselves and turn from our ways to
seek the Lord and His ways for our lives. This is why it is absolutely
necessary for us to receive God’s help in doing this as left to ourselves
we will choose to do what pleases us, just like what we see is going on
in Bilam’s life according to the Torah!

The scriptures we are looking at for this week are from Bamidbar
/ Numbers 22:5-21.
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Bamidbar / Numbers 22:5-21

22:5 So he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor,
at Pethor, which is near the River, in the land of the
sons of his people, to call him, saying, ‘Behold, a peo-
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ple came out of Egypt; behold, they cover the surface
of the land, and they are living opposite me. 22:6 ‘Now,
therefore, please come, curse this people for me since
they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able to
defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I know
that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you
curse is cursed.’ 22:7 So the elders of Moab and the
elders of Midian departed with the fees for divination
in their hand; and they came to Balaam and repeated
Balak'’s words to him. 22:8 He said to them, ‘Spend
the night here, and I will bring word back to you as
the Lord may speak to me.’ And the leaders of Moab
stayed with Balaam. 22:9 Then God came to Balaam
and said, ‘Who are these men with you?’ 22:10 Ba-
laam said to God, ‘Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, has sent word to me, 22:11 ‘Behold, there is
a people who came out of Egypt and they cover the
surface of the land; now come, curse them for me;
perhaps [ may be able to fight against them and drive
them out.”* 22:12 God said to Balaam, ‘Do not go with
them; you shall not curse the people, for they are bless-
ed.’22:13 So Balaam arose in the morning and said to
Balak's leaders, ‘Go back to your land, for the Lord
has refused to let me go with you.’ 22:14 The leaders
of Moab arose and went to Balak and said, ‘Balaam
refused to come with us.”22:15 Then Balak again sent
leaders, more numerous and more distinguished than
the former. 22:16 They came to Balaam and said to
him, ‘Thus says Balak the son of Zippor, ‘Let nothing,
1 beg you, hinder you from coming to me; 22:17 for |
will indeed honor you richly, and I will do whatever
you say to me. Please come then, curse this people for
me.’* 22:18 Balaam replied to the servants of Balak,
‘Though Balak were to give me his house full of sil-
ver and gold, I could not do anything, either small or
great, contrary to the command of the Lord my God.
22:19 ‘Now please, you also stay here tonight, and [
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will find out what else the Lord will speak to me.’22:20
God came to Balaam at night and said to him, ‘If the
men have come to call you, rise up and go with them;
but only the word which I speak to you shall you do.’
22:21 So Balaam arose in the morning, and saddled
his donkey and went with the leaders of Moab. (NASB)

Bilam spoke with God at night, and in the morning spoke with
the men Balak sent saying P72 *-2% 987 9922 ayva opn »
Dony T202 AN 7)1 IND 02 DIYIR-Y8 109 22:13 So Balaam arose
in the morning and said to Balaks leaders, ‘Go back to your land,
for the Lord has refused to let me go with you.’ (NASB) 1t is at this
point it seems Bilam started having trouble trusting the word of the
Lord because of the amount of money he is being offered. Bilam asks
the men to stay another night as he would seek the Lord again to see
if the message would change. It is interesting how often this sort of
thing goes on today in the lives of the Minim (the believers). We have
been given God’s Word, we have this blessing today with the printing
press, and bibles available in many languages, both hard copy and
digital. We can without a doubt know what God expects of us, but yet
many have doubts just like Bilam. In addition to these things, there
are additional phenomenon that accompanies doubting God as this is
synonymous to not trusting in the Lord which leads to struggles with
fear, anxiety, and worry. When this happens, these things lead to dread
and hopelessness in almost any situation and at all times, something
also known as “depression.” Note that doubting and questioning our
faith or what God wants for our lives are often part of our journey of
faith. However, if these kinds of things remain persistent in our lives
they can lead to chronic behaviors such as depression. Considering
the Torah portion, this was not the case for Bilam as he was not a part
of the family of God right? He was a prophet from a foreign nation, a
nation of idolatry and divinations. Because of this it is surprising how
he had the ear of God. Notice what the rabbis say concerning this.

Rashi on Bamidbar / Numbers 22.5 part 2
TRIRY R230n 70 A0 L, oWn L2 DY Y 212 7R
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MY 12 VIR THE LAND OF THE CHILDREN OF HIS
PEOPLE — of Balak's people, for he came from there,
and this man (Balaam) had prophesied saying to him,
“You are destined to be king”. — And if you ask: Why
did the Holy One blessed be He, let his Shechina rest
upon so wicked a heathen, I reply that in order that the
heathen peoples should have no excuse to say, “If we
had prophets, we would have changed for the better”,
He raised up prophets for them. Yet they (these proph-
ets) broke down the moral fence of the world, because
at first they (the heathens) were fenced in against (they
refrained from) immoral living, but this man (Balaam)
counselled them to freely offer themselves to prostitu-
tion (Midrash Tanchuma, Balak 1; cf. Rashi on Num-
bers 24:14).

The rabbinic reasoning starts with asking the question why God would

allow His Shechina (1N3°2%) to rest upon a wicked heathen. The con-
clusion was so the nations have no excuse. The idea isn’t a matter of
Bilam having a lack of faith. Obviously, based upon what we know
according to the Torah, Bilam tells Balak how to cause Israel to be
cursed. The way to take upon oneself the curses of God according to
the Torah is to walk in the way of the nations, to fall into Idolatry, sex-
ual sin, and unfaithfulness and this was the recommendation of Bilam
to Balak. This is also what lead to Israel’s sin according to Parashat
Pinchas (the next Torah portion). The rabbinic conclusion correctly
classifies the prophets of the nations as instrumental in the breaking
down the moral fence of the world. Bilam wanted to be fully certain
about what God had said, and at the same time he was sincerely self-
deceived to seek God again because of money, and then to saddle his
donkey and go with them!

The struggling with God also remind us of the story of Jacob who
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fled from his family history, and of how years alter he decided to
return home to the Promised Land. There are several things that dif-
fer between these two narratives, Jacob trusted in God, while Bilam
seemed to do as he pleased. Jacob wrestled with God as we are told
according to Bereshit / Genesis 32. Having wrestled with the Angel of
the Lord, Jacob’s life changes. We are told he walked differently, due
to his hip being crippled slightly as the angel touches his hip socket.
It was then that Jacob recognized saying, “I saw God face to face,
and yet my life was spared” (Bereshit / Genesis 32:31, 2Py RPN
DY93 DXIN DI9TOR D039 DOR CORTTR YN0IR Oiphd oy). Ja-
cob’s encounter with God also led to his name being changed to Israel
(Bereshit / Genesis 32:29, 800K > 0 71¥ 2782 20y XY nxh
:90IM DUYIRTOY) 09N DY NP 3), and most importantly we read
how God “blessed him there” (Bereshit / Genesis 32:30, 2pY> 2RW™M
109 SR 901 Y7 PRYN F i TR TAW R3TITIT RRY). No-
tice how Jacob’s encounter with God changed his life in many ways!
Note now how Bilam’s encounter with God did not lead to a blessing
in his life but a stern correcting to not walk in his own ways, but to say
and do only what the Lord tells him to do! Bilam remained a wicked
man as instructing Balak on how to cause Israel to sin! This is in con-
trast to Jacob who prevailed in his faith to overcome the pain of his
past. There are a few things that we can learn from this week’s Torah
portion and paralleling this to Jacob. When Jacob encountered God,
his faith overcame the pain of exile, the prison sentence of offending
his brother, and fear. And just like what we receive from the story of
Bilam and Balak, the struggle is more spiritual as opposed to physical
(i.e. note Bilam’s disobedience led to he angel standing in the way to
strike him down). We note how Jacob prevailed by faith, and God’s
will prevailed in the life of Bilam as speaking a blessing over Israel
and not a curse. It is because of these struggles that we go through, the
Lord God Almighty sent His Son Yeshua, to die for our sins, to show
us God’s mercy through forgiveness, and ultimately as Isaiah states,
“gives power to the faint, and to them that have no might, he increases
strength” (Isaiah 40:29) so that we can live our lives for the glory of
God! This is the meaning of surrendering our lives to the Lord so that
He can live and work in and through us by the power of His Spirit.
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Notice how in both the lives of Jacob and Bilam, this was the turning
point in their lives as encountering God. This same thing will happen
to us when we believe in Yeshua and what he did, and ask our Father
in heaven to send His Spirit to come dwell in our hearts! Struggling
and resisting God will lead to years and years of pain and hurt. On the
other hand, humbling ourselves, repentance, and freely surrendering
His will leads to life and life more abundantly!



