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פרשת
שלח לך

Parashat Shelach Lecha
Bamidbar / Numbers 13:1-15:41, Joshua 2:1-24
Mark 10:1-45

Doubting God’s Ability to Save
In this week’s Torah Portion Parashat Shelach recounts the spies
who went into the Promised Land (13:1-24),and the spies report on
what they saw (13:25-33). Then we read how the people rebelled
(14:1-12) and then Moshe interceding for the people (14:13-19),and
the Lord promises judgment (14:20-38). The people rebelled and decided to go up to make war with the people and Israel was defeated
(14:39-45). Moshe then gives the people the Khokim (חוקים, laws)
on sacrifices (15:1-21), and the khok (חוק, law) about unintentional
sin (15:22-31) and then we are told about what happens to a Shabbat
breaker (15:32-36), then about tzitzit (15:37-41).
Following the spies giving a bad report and the people refusing
to go into the land, and Moshe declaring the word of the Lord to the
people due to their response, we read the following according to Bamidbar / Numbers 14:39-40, -ּכָל-הַ ְּדבָ ִרים הָ אֵ ּלֶה אֶ ל-לט וַיְ דַ ּבֵ ר מֹ ׁשֶ ה אֶ ת

הָ הָ ר-ר ֹאׁש- מ ַוּי ְַׁשּכִ מּו בַ ּבֹ קֶ ר ַו ַּיעֲלּו אֶ ל:ּבְ נֵי יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל וַּיִ ְתאַ ּבְ לּו הָ עָם ְמאֹ ד
:אָ מַ ר יְ הֹוָה ּכִ י חָ טָ אנּו-הַ ּמָ קֹום אֲׁשֶ ר- לֵאמֹ ר הִ ּנֶּנּו וְ עָלִ ינּו אֶ ל14:39 When

Moses told these words to all the people of Israel, the people mourned
greatly. 14:40 And they rose early in the morning and went up to the
heights of the hill country, saying, “Here we are. We will go up to the
1

The Torah and the Gospel Message Series

place that the Lord has promised, for we have sinned.” (ESV) So
Moshe spoke to all the people and we are told the peoples response
“ וַּיִ ְתאַ ּבְ לּו הָ עָם ְמאֹ דthe people mourned greatly.” The issue is that having heard the answer from the Lord, they suddenly made a 180 degree
turn in their decision after already having been decreed they would
all die in the desert. The next morning they take it upon themselves to
do the following, הָ הָ ר לֵאמֹ ר הִ ּנֶּנּו וְ עָלִ ינּו-ר ֹאׁש-ַוּי ְַׁשּכִ מּו בַ ּבֹ קֶ ר ַו ַּיעֲלּו אֶ ל
אָ מַ ר יְ הֹוָה ּכִ י חָ טָ אנּו-הַ ּמָ קֹום אֲׁשֶ ר- אֶ לthey rose up an went to the top of
the hill to do as God had commanded and it says “ ּכִ י חָ טָ אנּוbecause
we have sinned.” Based upon their situation, it would be logical to believe they could correct the mistake by going up and doing as God had
originally commanded. The people’s response to the majority report
of the spies was to appoint a new leader to lead them back to Egypt.
Notice the compounding of their sins. The first mistake was that the
people thought they had God’s protection regardless of their sins. This
is an indication of the importance of Teshuvah (Repentance). The
people did not properly perform Teshuvah as taking matters into their
own hand regardless of what God’s word says and taking matters into
their own hands to make atonement through action. Moshe responds
to the people saying, ת־ּפי יְ הֹ וָ ֑ה וְ ִ ֖הוא ֥ל ֹא ִתצְ ָ ֽלח׃
֣ ִ ֶלָ ּ֥מָ ה ּזֶ ֛ה אַ ֶ ּ֥תם עֹ בְ ִ ֖רים א
“Why do you transgress the LORD’s command? This will not succeed.” Rambam has the following to say concerning these things:
Ramban on Numbers 14:41 Part 1

וטעם למה זה אתם עברים את פי ה’ איננו בגזרת במד־
כ״ט) אבל:בר הזה יפלו פגריכם אשר אמר (במדבר י״ד
יאמר למה אתם עוברים את פי ה’ כי הוא צוה אלי שלא
תעלו כלל ולא תנגפו לפני אויביכם וכן אמר במשנה
’תורה (דברים א מא מב) ותהינו לעלות ההרה ויאמר ה
אלי אמור להם לא תעלו ולא תלחמו כי אינני בקרבכם
:ולא תנגפו לפני אויביכם

WHY NOW DO YE TRANSGRESS THE COMMANDMENT OF THE ETERNAL? This does not refer to the
[Divine] decree which He mentioned [previously] that
your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness,Above Verse
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32. but it means: “Why do ye transgress the commandment of the Eternal: for He has commanded me that
you should not go up at all, that ye be not smitten down
before your enemies.”Verse 42. And similarly Moses
said in the Book of Deuteronomy, And ye deemed it a
light thing to go up into the hill-country. And the Eternal said unto me: ‘Say unto them: Go not up, neither
fight; for I am not among you; lest ye be smitten before
your enemies.’Deuteronomy 1:41-42.
We note what Rambam draws out from the text. He says that they
chose to go up to fight when the Lord God Almighty was not among
them due to their sins. This may be a common thing that occurs today, believing one may go through life in the power of God when
sin reigns and prevalent and preeminent in one’s life. Moshe writes
“ וְ ל ֹא־יִ הְ יֶ ֥ה יְ הֹ וָ ֖ה עִ ּמָ ֶ ֽכםthe Lord will not be with you,” basically, these
things will come upon your because you have turned from following
the Lord () ִ ּֽכי־עַל־ּכֵ ֤ן ׁשַ בְ ּתֶ ם֙ מֵ אַ ח ֵ ֲ֣רי יְ הֹ ֔ ָוה. Going against the word of God
to walk in our own ways will lead to walking out of the presence of
God and directly into sin. In view of this, any attempt to invade that
part of the land knowing that God was not in their midst was an act of
rebellion as it reflected the fact that they relied on themselves rather
than on God. These things reveal to us today how important it is to
walk in God’s ways as opposed to our own ways by seeking His guidance and direction in life!
The verses we are looking at for this week are from Bamidbar /
Numbers 14:39-45.

ספר במדבר פרק יד
ּבְ נֵי יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל-ּכָל-הַ ְּדבָ ִרים הָ אֵ ּלֶה אֶ ל-לט וַיְ דַ ּבֵ ר מֹ ׁשֶ ה אֶ ת
-ר ֹאׁש- מ ַוּי ְַׁשּכִ מּו בַ ּבֹ קֶ ר ַו ַּיעֲלּו אֶ ל:וַּיִ ְתאַ ּבְ לּו הָ עָם ְמאֹ ד
אָ מַ ר יְ הֹוָה ּכִ י-הַ ּמָ קֹום אֲׁשֶ ר-הָ הָ ר לֵאמֹ ר הִ ּנֶּנּו וְ עָלִ ינּו אֶ ל
ּפִ י- מא ַוּי ֹאמֶ ר מֹ ׁשֶ ה לָּמָ ה ּזֶה אַ ּתֶ ם עֹ בְ ִרים אֶ ת:חָ טָ אנּו
ּתַ עֲלּו ּכִ י אֵ ין יְ הֹוָה ּבְ קִ ְר־- מב אַ ל:יְ הֹוָה וְ הִ וא ל ֹא ִתצְ לָח
 מג ּכִ י הָ עֲמָ לֵקִ י וְ הַ ּכְ ַנעֲנִ י:ּבְ כֶם וְ ל ֹא ִּתּנָגְ פּו לִ פְ נֵי אֹ יְ בֵ יכֶם
ּכֵן ׁשַ בְ ּתֶ ם מֵ אַ ח ֲֵרי יְ הֹ וָה-עַל-ׁשָ ם לִ פְ נֵיכֶם ּונְ פַלְ ּתֶ ם ּבֶ חָ ֶרב ּכִ י
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ר ֹאׁש- מד ַוּיַעְ ּפִ לּו ַלעֲלֹות אֶ ל:יִ הְ יֶה יְ הֹוָה עִ ּמָ כֶם-וְ ל ֹא
 מה:מָ ׁשּו ִמּקֶ ֶרב הַ ּמַ ֲחנֶה-יְ הֹוָה ּומֹ ׁשֶ ה ל ֹא-הָ הָ ר ַואֲרֹון ּבְ ִרית
ַוּי ֵֶרד הָ עֲמָ לֵקִ י וְ הַ ּכְ ַנעֲנִ י הַ ּיֹ ׁשֵ ב ּבָ הָ ר הַ הּוא ַוּיַּכּום ַוּיַּכְ תּום
:הַ חָ ְרמָ ה-עַד
Bamidbar / Numbers 14:39-45
14:39 When Moses told these words to all the people of
Israel, the people mourned greatly. 14:40 And they rose
early in the morning and went up to the heights of the
hill country, saying, “Here we are. We will go up to the
place that the Lord has promised, for we have sinned.”
14:41 But Moses said, “Why now are you transgressing
the command of the Lord, when that will not succeed?
14:42 Do not go up, for the Lord is not among you, lest
you be struck down before your enemies. 14:43 For
there the Amalekites and the Canaanites are facing
you, and you shall fall by the sword. Because you have
turned back from following the Lord, the Lord will not
be with you.” 14:44 But they presumed to go up to the
heights of the hill country, although neither the ark of
the covenant of the Lord nor Moses departed out of the
camp. 14:45 Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites
who lived in that hill country came down and defeated
them and pursued them, even to Hormah. (ESV)
The people in their rebellion erred in their thinking that by their
rebellion and rejection of God’s Word they could turn around and ascend the mountain and demonstrate their faith in God whereby they
could somehow prove their new found faith by their own hands. Faith
however doesn’t work like this. Faith is not an afterthought. Continuing to read the Torah, we read what Moshe says according to Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 1. Moshe tells us what really happened and how exactly everything took place in the book of Devarim / Deuteronomy.

ספר דברים פרק א
ֹאמרּו נִ ְׁשלְ חָ ה ֲאנ ִָׁשים לְ ָפנֵינּו
ְ כב ו ִַּתקְ ְרבּון אֵ לַי ּכֻּלְ כֶם ַוּת
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הַ ּדֶ ֶרְך אֲׁשֶ ר-הָ אָ ֶרץ וְ י ִָׁשבּו אֹ תָ נּו ּדָ בָ ר אֶ ת-לָנּו אֶ ת-וְ יַחְ ּפְ רּו
 כג וַּיִ יטַ ב ּבְ עֵינַי:ּבָ ּה וְ אֵ ת הֶ ע ִָרים אֲׁשֶ ר ָנב ֹא ֲאלֵיהֶ ן-ַנ ֲעלֶה
 כד:ָשר ֲאנ ִָׁשים ִאיׁש אֶ חָ ד לַּׁשָ בֶ ט
ֹ ָ הַ ּדָ בָ ר וָאֶ ּקַ ח ִמּכֶם ְׁשנֵים ע
 כה:נַחַ ל אֶ ְׁשּכֹ ל וַיְ ַרּגְ לּו אֹ תָ ּה-וַּיִ פְ נּו ַו ַּיעֲלּו הָ הָ ָרה ַוּיָבֹ אּו עַד
ַּיֹורדּו אֵ לֵינּו ַוּי ִָׁשבּו אֹ תָ נּו דָ בָ ר
ִ וַּיִ קְ חּו בְ יָדָ ם ִמּפְ ִרי הָ אָ ֶרץ ו
 כו וְ ל ֹא:יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֵ ינּו נֹ תֵ ן לָנּו-ֹאמרּו טֹובָ ה הָ אָ ֶרץ אֲׁשֶ ר
ְ ַוּי
 כז וַּתֵ ָרגְ נּו:ּפִ י יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם-אֲבִ יתֶ ם ַלעֲֹלת וַּתַ ְמרּו אֶ ת
ֹאמרּו ּבְ ִ ֹשנְ אַ ת יְ הֹוָה אֹ תָ נּו הֹוצִ יאָ נּו מֵ אֶ ֶרץ ִמצְ ־
ְ בְ אָ ֳהלֵיכֶם ַוּת
 כח אָ נָה | ֲאנַחְ נּו:ָריִ ם לָתֵ ת אֹ תָ נּו ּבְ יַד הָ אֱמֹ ִרי לְ הַ ְׁש ִמידֵ נּו
לְ בָ בֵ נּו לֵאמֹ ר עַם ּגָדֹול ו ָָרם ִמּמֶ ּנּו-עֹ לִ ים אַ חֵ ינּו הֵ מַ ּסּו אֶ ת
:ּבְ נֵי ֲענָקִ ים ָר ִאינּו ׁשָ ם-ע ִָרים ּגְ דֹ ֹלת ּובְ צּורֹ ת ּבַ ּׁשָ מָ יִ ם וְ גַם
 ל יְ הֹוָה:ת ְיראּון מֵ הֶ ם-ֹא
ִ תַ ע ְַרצּון וְ ל-כט וָאֹ מַ ר ֲא ֵלכֶם ל ֹא
ָשה
ֹ ָ אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם הַ הֹ לְֵך לִ פְ נֵיכֶם הּוא יִ ּלָחֵ ם ָלכֶם ּכְ כֹ ל אֲׁשֶ ר ע
 לא ּובַ ִּמ ְדּבָ ר אֲׁשֶ ר ָר ִאיתָ אֲׁשֶ ר:ִא ְּתכֶם ּבְ ִמצְ ַריִ ם לְ עֵינֵיכֶם
הַ ּדֶ ֶרְך-ּבְ נֹו ּבְ כָל-איׁש אֶ ת-א
ִ ָנְ ָ ֹשאֲָך יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֶ יָך ַּכאֲׁשֶ ר יִ ּׂש
 לב ּובַ ּדָ בָ ר הַ ּזֶה:הַ ּמָ קֹום הַ ּזֶה-ּבֹ ֲאכֶם עַד-אֲׁשֶ ר ֲהלַכְ ּתֶ ם עַד
:אֵ ינְ כֶם מַ א ֲִמינִ ם ּבַ יהֹוָה אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם
Devarim / Deuteronomy 1:22-32
1:22 ‘Then all of you approached me and said, ‘Let us
send men before us, that they may search out the land
for us, and bring back to us word of the way by which
we should go up and the cities which we shall enter.’
1:23 ‘The thing pleased me and I took twelve of your
men, one man for each tribe. 1:24 ‘They turned and
went up into the hill country, and came to the valley of
Eshcol and spied it out. 1:25 ‘Then they took some of
the fruit of the land in their hands and brought it down
to us; and they brought us back a report and said, ‘It
is a good land which the Lord our God is about to give
us.’ 1:26 ‘Yet you were not willing to go up, but rebelled
against the command of the Lord your God; 1:27 and
you grumbled in your tents and said, ‘Because the
Lord hates us, He has brought us out of the land of
Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to
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destroy us. 1:28 ‘Where can we go up? Our brethren
have made our hearts melt, saying, ‘The people are
bigger and taller than we; the cities are large and fortified to heaven. And besides, we saw the sons of the
Anakim there.’’ 1:29 ‘Then I said to you, ‘Do not be
shocked, nor fear them. 1:30 ‘The Lord your God who
goes before you will Himself fight on your behalf, just
as He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 1:31 and
in the wilderness where you saw how the Lord your
God carried you, just as a man carries his son, in all
the way which you have walked until you came to this
place.’ 1:32 ‘But for all this, you did not trust the Lord
your God, (NASB)
Notice what Devarim / Deuteronomy 1:22 states, it was the people
who wanted to spy out the land, it was not Moshe. This provides us
with a red flag of a sort concerning the people’s faith. Their response
should have been “let’s go up to take the Land for the Lord is with
us!” This is how Caleb and Joshua responded and is similar to what
Moshe says in Devarim / Deuteronomy 1:29-32. Moshe shouldn’t
have agreed as this showed some lack of faith in hindsight on behalf
of the people. As we study the Scriptures, Israel’s history is a cycle of
rebellion and restoration (see Judges 2:10-19, Isaiah 59:13, Bamidbar
/ Numbers 14:18). Hashem gave Israel His Torah as a way of revealing to us how His people are to live out their Covenant relationship
with Him. With the giving of the Torah, the Living word of God, men
were given the freedom of choice whether to obey the Lord at His
Word or not. This is the basics of the situation here as the people were
about to enter the Promised Land. The people did not just rebel against
trusting in the Lord, they rebelled against His right to be Lord over all.
This is illustrated in the commands of God according to the Torah.
When we study the Torah we learn that over 40% of the 613 mitzvot (commandments) are concerning the ( חוקיםLaws) concerning
sacrifice and their performance at the Mishkhan (Tabernacle). We also
find  חוקיםconcerning various social rules for establishing a system
of justice through courts of law. There are commands also on the observance of the Shabbat and the Shalosh Regalim (Passover, Shavuot,
6
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Sukkot) as well as purity laws concerning “clean and unclean” and
matters related to family life. In the five books of Moshe, there are
commands concerning adultery, all types of sexual sin, murder, slavery, attaining inheritance, Levirate marriage, intermarriage with nonJews, Nazirite vows, and so on. In addition, the Torah also includes
many agricultural  חוקיםthat are related to farming practices such as
the ( ְש ִׁמטָ ּהShemittah, to release), ּּכּורים
֤ ִ ִ( בBikkurim, first fruits), לֶקֶ ט
(Leket, provision for poor), ( שכחתshechet, forgotten produce) and
( פֵאָ הpeah, corners for the poor to glean);. There are also other חו־
 קיםthat apply to bond-servants and permanent slaves, including debt
cancellation. Then there are also criminal  חוקיםregarding punitive
justice, making restitution for theft, civil cases, etc. The Torah also
includes  חוקיםregarding destroying idols, for warfare against pagan
nations, for capital punishment, and for how the testimony is to be
based upon two or more witnesses. There were also  חוקיםconcerning
Spiritual, ethical, and moral laws, too. These  חוקיםincluded the duty
to love the LORD with all your being, and to love your neighbor as
yourself. (Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:4-10) We note how these things
describe how God’s word is really all pervasive and governs all areas
of our lives. This is what these people were rebelling against, God’s
all encompassing presence, the very Gospel Message that was being
taught to the people in the wilderness about His presence in our lives.
When we read John chapter 1,we learn Yeshua is the Living Word
of God become flesh (John 1:14). This is why Yeshua is the embodiment of the Torah, the “living Torah,” which means that He is the
expression and will of God. The Messiah is the true Lawgiver of Israel, he also expects his people to use their heads and to think through
matters carefully before rendering their judgments (see John 7:24).
This is how the people erred in their thinking that faith can work as
an afterthought as they were taking a relationship with the God of
Israel as only optional. Is it possible at times we too sometimes think
like that? When considering the idea of thinking things through before making our decisions and judgments, this is the reason Moshe instructed to establish an elaborate legal system with judges, courts, and
a supreme court (Sanhedrin) to adjudicate questions of the law (see
Shemot / Exodus 18:13-26, Bamidbar / Numbers 11:24-29, Devarim /
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Deuteronomy 16:18-20 and 17:8-12). Considering what we are learning here this week, we as God’s people are basically instructed to use
our minds, to reason logically, ethically, and morally, and to trust in
the Lord! We can derive these things for how Moshe functioned in the
Torah. Moshe saw the image on the mountain, and he had to reason
how one might construct an earthly copy pertaining to the Mishkhan,
the furnishings, the altar, the ark of the covenant, etc. Moshe had to
use reason, deduction, and discussion concerning the intent, purpose,
and Revelation given to him upon the mountain. This was what is so
different about God’s word and His request to be a part of our lives,
that the Torah itself requires us to interpret its meaning and to discern
the intent of the command and how to live it out (see Vayikra / Leviticus 19:15, Devarim / Deuteronomy 1:16 and 16:18).
Fortunately for us we have centuries of literature detailing the discussions and rulings concerning how to live out the commands. Even
more importantly, we have Yeshua who also showed us how to live
out God’s Torah in mercy and Love for the sake of healing and caring
for others. He explained the Torah from the perspective of the inwardness of impurity because of sin. This is what Paul was explaining in
Romans of the Torah God’s holy and righteous word and the power of
sin in the body. The things of the Spirit are at war with the body. Yeshua does what the law of Moses cannot do, specifically, Yeshua is able
to deliver men, women, and children from the power of sin and death.
The Torah was powerless to change the inward condition. This is one
of the things Paul talked about more than anything else! The change
of inward condition requires an act of God, a miracle of healing and
purification of our hearts and minds. This is the very real power and
presence of God in our lives. Today we can expect a miracle in our
lives and that miracle is through faith in Yeshua and receiving power
from on high through the presence of God by His Spirit dwelling in
our hearts setting us free from Slavery to sin!
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