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Bamidbar / Numbers 4:.21-7:8, Ju a{ges 12:2-5
John 11:1-54

What We Need to Know about the New Covenant

In this week’s Torah portion, we read about the numbering of the
Levites (Bamidbar / Numbers 4:21-49), to send the unclean people
outside the camp (5:7-4), how a man is to make confession and resti-
tution (5:5-10), the test for adultery (5.//-31),the Nazarite vow (6. 1-
21), the Aaronic blessing (6:22-27), and the offerings during Taber-
nacle consecration (7:7-89). It is interesting the organization of this
week’s portion. We note how the numbering of the Levites was sepa-
rate from the other tribes. Then we read about the unclean people in
Bamidbar / Numbers 5:1-3,°32"DR 1% 2 :IAR? OWH79% 711 12771 R
TTY TR 3 IWHT7 RRU 92 317921 YRR MimRaTI NP PR
"IN WK DPITRTNN IR0 X7) DPWR MR YA YR 73R
:02In2 W 5:1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 5:2 “Command the
people of Israel that they put out of the camp everyone who is leprous
or has a discharge and everyone who is unclean through contact with
the dead. 5:3 You shall put out both male and female, putting them
outside the camp, that they may not defile their camp, in the midst of
which I dwell.” (ESV) Here the Lord commands Moshe to instruct the
people to remove three types of people, (i) ¥I17¥~92 (i) 21773), and
(iii) W17 XY 991 (all with tzarua, all with discharge, and all who is
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unclean due to a soul / life &/9]7). These persons were to be sent out of
the camp (303717 ITPW). The next verse says “UR 12R3"7Y 7
TI0R2 YIRTIR Y “male or female are to be sent outside the camp.”
Note how the Torah does not make a distinction between a child or an
adult, and it doesn’t matter whether one is male or female. It is inter-
esting how Rashi describes the camp and the location of those who
have one of these three things are sent.

Rashi on Bamidbar / Numbers 5:2 Part 2
D20 NYWA QY 10 Nign WOY .aanmnan 1w
9 2°29 070 NG LAY I0D X5 2°Ypa TiR
TV DY, MaOR RO 10 12703 NWI93 UhRY
~2 Mg X7 NIMNG Y278 277 007373 Mk i

A7 W2 AN DR WIP XYY DN T MW
1300127 W7 A7 92 ,A00W DWW ROR npwn 1K)
(10 A7) DR “Gn3 NIRRT

7N M MW [COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF
ISRAEL] THATTHEY SEND AWAY FROM THE CAMP
[EVERY LEPER etc.] — There were three camps one
within the other whenever they encamped: the area
within the hangings was the “camp of the Shechinah”,
the encampment of the Levites round about this, as is

described in the Sedrah °2°0 027102 (Numbers 1:53),
was the “camp of the Levites”, and from there outward
up to the end of the encampment of the divisions in all
the four directions was the “camp of the Israelites”.
The leper was sent out from all of them, the person
suffering from a flux was allowed to stay in the “camp
of the Israelites”, but was sent out from the two inner
camps, whilst a person who had become unclean by
reason of a corpse was allowed to stay in the “camp
of the Levites” also, and was sent out only from that
of the Shechinah. All this have our Rabbis deduced in
Treatise Pesachim 67a from the verses of our text.
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Rashi claims there were three camps that surrounded the Mishkhan
(Tabernacle), first the Levites, then the camp of the Israelites. The
third camp consisted of these who were unclean. If we think about
this for a moment, why would this third group be considered a camp?
Were there that many people who had a skin malady or who were
unclean due to touching the dead? This is a significant point here that
Rashi is drawing out for us in relation to what Yeshua has to say con-
cerning these things. It was after Moshe had erected the Mishkhan
(Tabernacle) He commanded the impure to be sent away from the
camp in order that the camp may be holy, separated, and fit for the
Divine Presence to reside. The rabbis say this command is applicable
immediately and it was for all generations. (Ramban on Bamidbar /
Numbers 5:2 Part 1) Ramban believes that through the numbering
of the children of Israel God separated them from the mixed multi-

tude. We note something as Bamidbar / Numbers 5:3 states, R0 X9

W IR WR DI NR “they shall not defile their camp in which I
dwell.”” The kind of defilement that is mentioned here is related to rit-

ual impurity (‘WN?;I_DZ). If we compare this to the NT text, to something
Yeshua said according to Mark 7:20,— Q7R3 12 KXP3” 10K) 77077

QIRD DR RPN 71, “he added saying, what comes out of a man, this
defiled the man.” Notice in the Hebrew translation Yeshua uses the
same word for ritual impurity (X2U%). If we consider the uncleanness

(X1VR) of our sins and how this leads to death, there is a parallel here
to being unclean by reason of death. If we combine this with what we
are reading in Parashat Naso, this would make this third came quite
significantly large thinking about it in this way! What we read in Para-
shat Naso this week has significant application for our lives today!

The verses we are looking at for this week are from Bamidbar /
Numbers 5:1-10.

71299 9272 B0
DR 32 DR Y 2 1KY AYRIR T 13T X
3 1WHI? XY 921 317021 YINET2 AdRaTIR NPT

N7) DITPWR MImaR YITHTOR IPYR N2R17TY N0
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Bamidbar / Numbers 5:1-10
5:1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 5:2 “Command
the people of Israel that they put out of the camp ev-
eryone who is leprous or has a discharge and everyone
who is unclean through contact with the dead. 5:3 You
shall put out both male and female, putting them out-
side the camp, that they may not defile their camp, in
the midstof which I dwell.” 5:4 And the people of Israel
did so, and put them outside the camp, as the Lord said
to Moses, so the people of Israel did. 5:5 And the Lord
spoke to Moses, saying, 5:6 “Speak to the people of
Israel, When a man or woman commits any of the sins
that people commit by breaking faith with the Lord,
and that person realizes his guilt, 5:7 he shall confess
his sin that he has committed. And he shall make full
restitution for his wrong, adding a fifth to it and giving
it to him to whom he did the wrong. 5:8 But if the man
has no next of kin to whom restitution may be made
for the wrong, the restitution for wrong shall go to the
Lord for the priest, in addition to the ram of atonement
with which atonement is made for him. 5:9 And every
contribution, all the holy donations of the people of
Israel, which they bring to the priest, shall be his. 5:10
Each one shall keep his holy donations: whatever any-
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one gives to the priest shall be his.” (ESV)

We read according to Bamidbar / Numbers 5:1-3, the following:
IR ANPYY PR 3TN, 2 hNE APhTIN M AT X
VIR MPWA TRYTTY QIR 3 WRTP Ny ) 3091 YYD
03iN3 TR0 238 WX DITRTIY W00 X7) DITPUR TuR? 501 The
Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 5:2 “Command the people of Israel that
they put out of the camp everyone who is leprous or has a discharge
and everyone who is unclean through contact with the dead. 5:3 You
shall put out both male and female, putting them outside the camp,
that they may not defile their camp, in the midst of which I dwell.”
(ESV) Here the Lord commands Moshe to instruct the people to re-
move three types of people and we learn based upon Yeshua’s words
this command is very significant. The reason being as this is related to
the gospel message that was given to the people in the wilderness (see
Hebrews 4). This is God dwelling in our midst, as Paul wrote is the
gospel message of God sending His Holy Spirit to dwell in our hearts
through faith in His Son Yeshua the Messiah! (John 14, 1 Corinthi-
ans 3:16-17) This comparison suggests that there must be a miracle
of cleansing in order for the Spirit and Power of God to dwell in our
midst. In the discussion on sending the impure out, this reminds us of
something written in the book of Hebrews that Yeshua acomplished.
The verses we want to look at specifically are from Hebrews 1:1-4.

N 279207 B8 NN

ni27 0237727 Nia7 DnYD o7pn 127 WK TR
DRI MR IR T27,00K°237 T2 NIART D8
DY Yy 03 1) 95 WD Oy W 133 T2 1987
9272 95 Rwin imngy oby) 712 13t XTI
PR 2W) DR WY AP 0NN AP
NP2 ,DOIK7RT T TR 217 Mg 17T
DTN MY WY oY

Hebrews 1:1-4
1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the
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prophets in many portions and in many ways, 1:2 in
these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He
made the world. 1:3 And He is the radiance of His
glory and the exact representation of His nature, and
upholds all things by the word of His power. When
He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, 1:4 having become
as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a
more excellent name than they. “When He Had Made
Purification of Sins” (NASB)

The phrase we are interested here is in what Yeshua did as it states
according to Hebrews 1:4 which states, D°XQI 70 WYY 0KR
“When He Had Made Purification of Sins” We can break this down
into three parts.

1. “He.” This is inferred from the Hebrew text, and refers
to the Messiah Yeshua.

2. “Of sins.” This involves the impurity of sin where the
word Q°XU1] (sins) draws us back to the Torah con-
text and the sacrificial system summarized in Parashat
Vayikra.

3. “Had made purification.” This refers to making one
clean (770 AYYY) as being fit for the Divine Presence
to reside. This also draws us back to the Torah context

through the Hebrew word 7170.

Considering point 1, we can not forget that role of HaMashiakh (7717

W) in the atoning process according to the Torah, the waters of pu-
rification, and the blood sacrifice which sanctifies. Here Hebrews is
speaking of the anointed one as laying down His life on behalf of
others, the giving of his own life for another life. Hebrews states once
he made purification in his own blood, T{‘;?];U ]’D”? A “he sat down
at the right hand of the greatness.” We are promised through faith
God will send His Spirit into our lives to guide us. Note that according
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to Parashat Naso, the camp must be purified prior to God’s presence
dwelling in their midst. This same situation applies for us here today,
as the Messiah purified us in the heavenly regions before our Father
the Lord God Almighty.

The second point speaks of DXV (sins) and the very thing that
causes ritual impurity before God according to Mark 7:20. Sin is a re-
ality, it is the power of the evil one in this world. If we read what Paul
has to say concerning the world in Romans, we have to come to terms
with the fact that sin is not an isolated phenomenon but is wide spread,
world wide, in all men, through disobedience to God’s commands. We
note that sin is not just about deeds, the things we do physically, sin
also involves the heart as sin moves in the heart (mind) first prior to it
being manifested in our lives outwardly. Because sin is such a univer-
sal property of this fallen world, eventually we all will die physically.
Though we have been purified in heaven, we note something here that
God has not willed to remove the aspect of the curse in the sense of
death to the body here on earth. We will all pass through death unless
God wills for some other reason that we do not die, mostly likely by
His return to earth. So we note how sin is a universal thing in this
world, and Yeshua come to overcome both sin and death, as the NT
text states that is exactly what He did so as to be Lord over all!

Now as pertaining to the third point, there is much confusion in
Christianity over what has taken place in regards to our purification in
heaven before our Father God in heaven. Here the text is clear, Yeshua
made purification for sins before God in heaven and then sat down at
the right hand of the greatness (79737 1°1°2 2W?). This act of purifi-
cation only needed to be accomplished once in heaven, as Yeshua’s
work is finished. We note how this work had to be repeated over and
over again here on earth due to sin. Remember the differences be-
tween heaven and earth, there is no sin in heave, there is much sin on
earth. This is very important to understand as we read on in Hebrews
and come to chapter 8 which states the following:
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Hebrews 8:1-13

8:1 Now the main point in what has been said is this
we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat
at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens, 8:2 a minister in the sanctuary and in the true
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man. 8:3 For
every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and
sacrifices; so it is necessary that this high priest also
have something to offer. 8:4 Now if He were on earth,
He would not be a priest at all, since there are those
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who offer the gifts according to the Law, 8:5 who serve
a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Mo-
ses was warned by God when he was about to erect
the tabernacle; for, ‘See,’ He says, ‘that you make all
things according to the pattern which was shown you
on the mountain.’ 8:6 But now He has obtained a more
excellent minisiry, by as much as He is also the medi-
ator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on
better promises. 8:7 For if that first covenant had been
faultless, there would have been no occasion sought
for a second. 8:8 For finding fault with them, He says,
‘Behold, days are coming, says the Lord, When I will
effect a new covenant With the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah; 8:9 Not like the covenant which 1
made with their fathers On the day when I took them
by the hand To lead them out of the land of Egypt; For
they did not continue in My covenant, And I did not
care for them, says the Lord. 8:10 ‘For this is the cov-
enant that I will make with the house of Israel After
those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws into their
minds, And [ will write them on their hearts. And [ will
be their God, And they shall be My people. 8:11 ‘And
they shall not teach everyone his fellow citizen, And
everyone his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,” For all
will know Me, From the least to the greatest of them.
8:12 ‘For I will be merciful to their iniquities, And 1
will remember their sins no more.’8:13 When He said,
‘A new covenant ‘ He has made the first obsolete. But
whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is
ready to disappear. (NASB)

It is very important to carefully read the first 5 verses in Hebrews 8.
We are told specifically in Hebrews 8:4-5, ,739 727 X2 ¥7IN2 727 198
n°320 9% WIpa 0NWHmINTIRG "% Ningn 0P 0200 1H W1 %D
PWRT DY 2Py X123 APk MRY 093 ,0MmmwE 0370 2 %)
"33 T ADR-TYR 13AND 95T HPYY XY IPR WK 17 8:4

Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there
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are those who offer the gifts according to the Law; 8:5 who serve a
copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned
by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle, for, ‘See,’ He says,
‘that you make all things according to the pattern which was shown
you on the mountain.’ (NASB) What is significant about these verses
are that if Yeshua was here on earth, he would not be a priest at all!
This is stated explicitly in Hebrews 8:4. This means that the order of
Melchizedek (see Bereshit / Genesis 14) does not supercede the Le-
vitical priesthood and the earthly copy. This also means that what Ye-
shua did for us in purification from sin and the new covenant did not
do away with the Temple service or its activities. In fact, we are told
all of creation groans (Romans 8:22) for its redemption which more or
less proves this was accomplished in heaven. The implication is that if
the Temple were rebuilt, we could not simply say that we are cleansed
in Yeshua the Messiah and are able to just walk on up into the Temple
area. The reason being according to Hebrews 8:4-5 that is not what
Yeshua did on our behalf. The point of the author of Hebrews in his
statement from 8:73 When He said, ‘A new covenant ‘ He has made
the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old
is ready to disappear. (NASB) is on what was so inferior to the first
covenant as opposed to the second covenant. The first covenant did
not deal directly with the purification of the inward man (what is on
the inside), the earthly Tabernacle only dealt with the external aspects
of impurity. This is what Yeshua was speaking of when he said what
he did according to Mark 7:20-21. We also note how this is true based
upon sin remaining a universal property of this fallen world, whereby
we all will die physically. This also answers what Yeshua meant by
being born spiritually (John 3) as a matter of faith and truth in the
Messiah. The new covenant did not remove the aspect of the curse in
the sense of death to the body or the effects of sin here on earth. The
new covenant dealt with the cleansing in heaven and being purified,
redeemed, and made whole before our Father who is in heaven! This
is what it means that we have such a wonderful salvation! This is also
what it means that as having now been sanctified in heaven we are
to walk in that sanctification here on earth! This is what Yeshua has
done, He did it and it is finished! This purification before God is what
it means to be sanctified and set apart, as Hebrews 10:14 states, “For
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by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made
holy.” This is a completed thing in heaven, but a progressive thing here
on earth as we are being perfected as living our lives for God’s glory
and the power of God in our lives to overcome sin! This is what Paul
wrote what he did about running the race and wining the prize. Much
more could actually be said about these things, which explain why the
Scriptures are written in the way that they are! Because of what Yeshua
has done, our Father looks upon each one of us as wholly accepted and
perfected in His Son in heaven. These things explain what we see going
on in this world, and even in our own lives as we struggle with sin and
to live our lives for God’s Glory! And because of these things, we can
know without a doubt, that we are able to live in triumph through the
power of the presence of God in our lives for His great Glory!
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