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פרשת
בהר-ובחקתי 

Parashot Behar-Bechukotai

Vayikra / Leviticus 25:1-27:34, Jeremiah 16:19-17:14
Luke 4:14-22; Matthew 16:20-28

Biblical Definition of Slavery and Freedom

 This week’s Torah Portion reveals to us God’s desire for redemp-
tion of His people. Redemption is not just about people, redemption 
also applies to home and Land. The point of these things are related to 
whether a man becomes poor and must sell his home, property, or him-
self in order to pay his debts. In the Torah God sanctions slavery for this 
specific purpose, to get out of debt, and the Torah explains that a slave 
must be treated as if he is a hired worker, and so the biblical definition 
of slavery has nothing to do with the inhuman treatment of another hu-
man being. Most people who criticize the Torah in this regard attempt 
to emphasize a non-biblical perspective in an attempt to get others to 
follow their sentiments. However, in the Torah and all of Scripture we 
read how God wants salvation, deliverance, redemption, and freedom 
for His people! In this week’s Torah portion we learn how the Lord 
provides a way for us to redeem that which was sold according to Vay-
ikra / Leviticus 25:23–24, ים י־ֵגִר֧ ֶרץ ִּכֽ י ָהָא֑ ת ִּכי־ִל֖ א ִתָּמֵכ֙ר ִלְצִמֻת֔ ֹ֤ ֶרץ ל  ְוָהָא֗
ֶרץ׃ ה ִּתְּת֥נּו ָלָאֽ ֶרץ ֲאֻחַּזְתֶכ֑ם ְּגֻאָּל֖ ל ֶא֣ י׃  ּוְבֹכ֖ ם ִעָּמִדֽ ים ַאֶּת֖  The“ 25:23 ְותֹוָׁשִב֛
land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are 
strangers and sojourners with me. 25:24 And in all the country you 
possess, you shall allow a redemption of the land. (ESV) Based upon 
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the reading, the text states, ת א ִתָּמֵכ֙ר ִלְצִמֻת֔ ֹ֤ ֶרץ ל  the land is not to“ ְוָהָא֗
be sold permanently” and the reason given is ים ְותֹו י־ֵגִר֧ ֶרץ ִּכֽ י ָהָא֑ ־ִּכי־ִל֖
י ם ִעָּמִדֽ ים ַאֶּת֖  because the land is mine and you are gerim toshavim“ ָׁשִב֛
you with me.” Do you notice how significant this statement is? The 
Ger toshav (גר תושב ) is an extremely loaded couple of words where 
ger means “foreigner” or “alien” and toshav which means “resident,” 
therefore this phrase means “resident alien” written in plural form as 
God is referring to both all of Israel and Himself. Do you notice how 
significant these words are? This is a halakhic term used in Judaism to 
designate the legal status of a Gentile (non-Jew) living in the Land of 
Israel. The reason this is so significant is how God is calling both Him-
self and all of Israel ים ים ְותֹוָׁשִב֛  This statement is .(gerim toshavim) ֵגִר֧
as a gentile wanting to convert to Judaism and it is quite fascinating 
how this is being used here in the Hebrew text. These words express the 
desire for something greater, aspiring for a truth that has been revealed 
from God, and expresses the desire of one who has not known God 
wanting to enter into the presence of God and to walk in His ways. This 
is the condition that we all find ourselves in this wicked world as being 
citizens of heaven through faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Note what Ibn 
Ezra has to say concerning this verse. 

Ibn Ezra on Vayikra / Leviticus 25:23 Part 2
 כי לי הארץ. זה טעם נכבד וכן אמר משה בתפלתו ה׳  מעון

אתה היית לנו אתה כמו מעון עומד ודור הולך ודור בא:
FOR THE LAND IS MINE. This is an important reason. 
For why the land is not to be sold in perpetuity. Moses 
similarly said in his prayer, Lord, Thou hast been our 
dwelling-place (ma’on, ָמ֣עֹון) (Ps. 90:1, ה ְלֹמֶשׁ֪  ְתִּפָלּ֮ה 
ר׃ ָוֹדֽ ר  ְבֹּד֣ נּו  ָלּ֗ יָת  ָהִי֥ ָתּה  ַא֭ ָמ֣עֹון  י  ֹדָנ֗ אֲֽ ים  יׁש־ָהֱאֹ֫לִה֥  The] .(ִאֽ
meaning of the latter is, God, You are like a permanent 
dwelling-place. However, One generation passeth away, 
and another generation cometh (Eccles. 1:4).

The reason the Land was not to be permanently sold was due to God 
being our dwelling place how this is a permanent aspect of our lives, 
and the connection to the gift of personal property, liberty, and free-
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doms as owning land. But not just this we also read the text states,י  ִּכי־ִל֖
 the Land belongs to God. So when (”because this is my Land“) ָהָאֶרץ
the Land is sold due to poverty, the one who has to give back the land 
is also reminded that all things belong to God, even our livelihood, 
therefore one shouldn’t be grieved in returning the land to its original 
owner. (Rabbeinu Bahya, Vayikra / Leviticus 25.23 Part 2)
 We continue reading in the Torah the following, Vayikra / Leviticus 
ת ִמְמַּכ֥ר 25:25 ל ֵא֖ יו ְוָגַא֕ ב ֵאָל֔ ֲאלֹ֙ו ַהָּקֹר֣ א ֹגֽ ר ֵמֲאֻחָּז֑תֹו ּוָב֤ יָך ּוָמַכ֖ י־ָי֣מּוְך ָאִח֔  ִּכֽ
יו׃  If a fellow countryman of yours becomes so poor that he sells‘ ָאִחֽ
part of his property, then his closest redeemer is to come and buy back 
what his relative has sold. (NASB) This verse speaks about a fellow 
brother (יָך  having to sell himself into slavery we are provided with (ָאִח֔
a future expectation of the Redeemer as the text states ֲ֙אלֹו א ֹגֽ  and“ ּוָב֤
his redeemer comes,” this is a reference to the Lord God Almighty who 
is our Redeemer, as the Torah states,יו ים ֵאָל֑ ים ְקֹרִב֣  who“  ֲאֶׁשר־֥לֹו ֱאֹלִה֖
has the Lord near to him” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:7) where Moshe 
writes that the Lord is always near His People. Notice the nearness of 
God is part of the Gospel Message, and the kinsman Redeemer is also 
a part of the Gospel Message. These things remind us of how in our 
most desperate situations, such as in the case of having to be sold into 
slavery to get out of debt, we are given a promise that we have our Fa-
ther in heaven and His Messiah Yeshua who are able to deliver us and 
therefore there is always hope! 
 The Scriptures that we are looking at for this week are from Vayikra 
/ Leviticus 25:25-55.

ספר ויקרא פרק כה
 כה   ִּכי-ָימּוְך ָאִחיָך ּוָמַכר ֵמֲאֻחָּזתֹו ּוָבא ֹגֲאלֹו ַהָּקֹרב ֵאָליו ְוָגַאל ֵאת
 ִמְמַּכר ָאִחיו: כו   ְוִאיׁש ִּכי לֹא ִיְהֶיה-ּלֹו ֹּגֵאל ְוִהִּׂשיָגה ָידֹו ּוָמָצא ְּכֵדי
 ְגֻאָּלתֹו: כז   ְוִחַּׁשב ֶאת-ְׁשֵני ִמְמָּכרֹו ְוֵהִׁשיב ֶאת-ָהֹעֵדף ָלִאיׁש ֲאֶׁשר
 ָמַכר-לֹו ְוָׁשב ַלֲאֻחָּזתֹו: כח   ְוִאם לֹא-ָמְצָאה ָידֹו ֵּדי ָהִׁשיב לֹו ְוָהָיה
   ִמְמָּכרֹו ְּבַיד ַהֹּקֶנה ֹאתֹו ַעד ְׁשַנת ַהּיֹוֵבל ְוָיָצא ַּבֹּיֵבל ְוָׁשב ַלֲאֻחָּזתֹו:
ס   ]חמישי[ ]שלישי כשהן מחוברין[ כט   ְוִאיׁש ִּכי-ִיְמֹּכר ֵּבית־
 מֹוַׁשב ִעיר חֹוָמה ְוָהְיָתה ְּגֻאָּלתֹו ַעד-ֹּתם ְׁשַנת ִמְמָּכרֹו ָיִמים ִּתְהֶיה
 ְגֻאָּלתֹו: ל   ְוִאם לֹא-ִיָּגֵאל ַעד-ְמלֹאת לֹו ָׁשָנה ְתִמיָמה ְוָקם ַהַּבִית
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 ֲאֶׁשר-ָּבִעיר ֲאֶׁשר-לֹא ]לֹו[ ֹחָמה ַלְּצִמיֻתת ַלֹּקֶנה ֹאתֹו ְלֹדֹרָתיו לֹא
ֵדה  ֵיֵצא ַּבֹּיֵבל: לא   ּוָבֵּתי ַהֲחֵצִרים ֲאֶׁשר ֵאין-ָלֶהם ֹחָמה ָסִביב ַעל-ְשֹ
 ָהָאֶרץ ֵיָחֵׁשב ְּגֻאָּלה ִּתְהֶיה-ּלֹו ּוַבֹּיֵבל ֵיֵצא: לב   ְוָעֵרי ַהְלִוִּים ָּבֵּתי ָעֵרי
 ֲאֻחָּזָתם ְּגֻאַּלת עֹוָלם ִּתְהֶיה ַלְלִוִּים: לג   ַוֲאֶׁשר ִיְגַאל ִמן-ַהְלִוִּים ְוָיָצא

 ִמְמַּכר-ַּבִית ְוִעיר ֲאֻחָּזתֹו ַּבֹּיֵבל ִּכי ָבֵּתי ָעֵרי ַהְלִוִּים ִהוא ֲאֻחָּזָתם ְּבתֹוְך
ֵדה ִמְגַרׁש ָעֵריֶהם לֹא ִיָּמֵכר ִּכי-ֲאֻחַּזת עֹוָלם ָרֵאל: לד   ּוֲשֹ  ְּבֵני ִיְשֹ

 הּוא ָלֶהם:   ס   לה   ְוִכי-ָימּוְך ָאִחיָך ּוָמָטה ָידֹו ִעָּמְך ְוֶהֱחַזְקָּת ּבֹו ֵּגר
 ְותֹוָׁשב ָוַחי ִעָּמְך: לו   ַאל-ִּתַּקח ֵמִאּתֹו ֶנֶׁשְך ְוַתְרִּבית ְוָיֵראָת ֵמֱאֹלֶהיָך

 ְוֵחי ָאִחיָך ִעָּמְך: לז   ֶאת-ַּכְסְּפָך לֹא-ִתֵּתן לֹו ְּבֶנֶׁשְך ּוְבַמְרִּבית לֹא-ִתֵּתן
 ָאְכֶלָך: לח   ֲאִני ְיהָֹוה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכם ֲאֶׁשר-הֹוֵצאִתי ֶאְתֶכם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים

 ָלֵתת ָלֶכם ֶאת-ֶאֶרץ ְּכַנַען ִלְהיֹות ָלֶכם ֵלאֹלִהים:   ס   ]ששי[ ]רביעי
 כשהן מחוברין[ לט   ְוִכי-ָימּוְך ָאִחיָך ִעָּמְך ְוִנְמַּכר-ָלְך לֹא-ַתֲעֹבד

ִכיר ְּכתֹוָׁשב ִיְהֶיה ִעָּמְך ַעד-ְׁשַנת ַהֹּיֵבל ַיֲעֹבד  ּבֹו ֲעֹבַדת ָעֶבד: מ   ְּכָשֹ
 ִעָּמְך: מא   ְוָיָצא ֵמִעָּמְך הּוא ּוָבָניו ִעּמֹו ְוָׁשב ֶאל-ִמְׁשַּפְחּתֹו ְוֶאל-ֲאֻחַּזת

 ֲאֹבָתיו ָיׁשּוב: מב   ִּכי-ֲעָבַדי ֵהם ֲאֶׁשר-הֹוֵצאִתי ֹאָתם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים
 לֹא ִיָּמְכרּו ִמְמֶּכֶרת ָעֶבד: מג   לֹא-ִתְרֶּדה בֹו ְּבָפֶרְך ְוָיֵראָת ֵמֱאֹלֶהיָך:

 מד   ְוַעְבְּדָך ַוֲאָמְתָך ֲאֶׁשר ִיְהיּו-ָלְך ֵמֵאת ַהּגֹוִים ֲאֶׁשר ְסִביֹבֵתיֶכם
 ֵמֶהם ִּתְקנּו ֶעֶבד ְוָאָמה: מה   ְוַגם ִמְּבֵני ַהּתֹוָׁשִבים ַהָּגִרים ִעָּמֶכם

 ֵמֶהם ִּתְקנּו ּוִמִּמְׁשַּפְחָּתם ֲאֶׁשר ִעָּמֶכם ֲאֶׁשר הֹוִלידּו ְּבַאְרְצֶכם ְוָהיּו
 ָלֶכם ַלֲאֻחָּזה: מו   ְוִהְתַנַחְלֶּתם ֹאָתם ִלְבֵניֶכם ַאֲחֵריֶכם ָלֶרֶׁשת ֲאֻחָּזה
ָרֵאל ִאיׁש ְּבָאִחיו לֹא-ִתְרֶּדה בֹו  ְלֹעָלם ָּבֶהם ַּתֲעֹבדּו ּוְבַאֵחיֶכם ְּבֵני-ִיְשֹ
 ְּבָפֶרְך:   ס   ]שביעי[ מז   ְוִכי ַתִּׂשיג ַיד ֵּגר ְותֹוָׁשב ִעָּמְך ּוָמְך ָאִחיָך

 ִעּמֹו ְוִנְמַּכר ְלֵגר ּתֹוָׁשב ִעָּמְך אֹו ְלֵעֶקר ִמְׁשַּפַחת ֵּגר: מח   ַאֲחֵרי ִנְמַּכר
 ְּגֻאָּלה ִּתְהֶיה-ּלֹו ֶאָחד ֵמֶאָחיו ִיְגָאֶלּנּו: מט   אֹו-ֹדדֹו אֹו ֶבן-ֹּדדֹו ִיְגָאֶלּנּו
רֹו ִמִּמְׁשַּפְחּתֹו ִיְגָאֶלּנּו אֹו-ִהִּׂשיָגה ָידֹו ְוִנְגָאל: נ   ְוִחַּׁשב  אֹו-ִמְּׁשֵאר ְּבָשֹ
 ִעם-ֹקֵנהּו ִמְּׁשַנת ִהָּמְכרֹו לֹו ַעד ְׁשַנת ַהֹּיֵבל ְוָהָיה ֶּכֶסף ִמְמָּכרֹו ְּבִמְסַּפר
ִכיר ִיְהֶיה ִעּמֹו: נא   ִאם-עֹוד ַרּבֹות ַּבָּׁשִנים ְלִפיֶהן ָיִׁשיב  ָׁשִנים ִּכיֵמי ָשֹ

 ְּגֻאָּלתֹו ִמֶּכֶסף ִמְקָנתֹו: נב   ְוִאם-ְמַעט ִנְׁשַאר ַּבָּׁשִנים ַעד-ְׁשַנת ַהֹּיֵבל
ִכיר ָׁשָנה ְּבָׁשָנה ִיְהֶיה  ְוִחַּׁשב-לֹו ְּכִפי ָׁשָניו ָיִׁשיב ֶאת-ְּגֻאָּלתֹו: נג   ִּכְשֹ
 ִעּמֹו לֹא-ִיְרֶּדּנּו ְּבֶפֶרְך ְלֵעיֶניָך: נד   ְוִאם-לֹא ִיָּגֵאל ְּבֵאֶּלה ְוָיָצא ִּבְׁשַנת
ָרֵאל ֲעָבִדים ֲעָבַדי  ַהֹּיֵבל הּוא ּוָבָניו ִעּמֹו: ]מפטיר[ נה   ִּכי-ִלי ְבֵני-ִיְשֹ

 ֵהם ֲאֶׁשר-הֹוֵצאִתי אֹוָתם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים ֲאִני ְיהָֹוה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכם:
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Vayikra / Leviticus 25:25-55
25:35 ‘Now in case a countryman of yours becomes poor and 
his means with regard to you falter, then you are to sustain him, 
like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you. 25:36 
‘Do not take usurious interest from him, but revere your God, 
that your countryman may live with you. 25:37 ‘You shall not 
give him your silver at interest, nor your food for gain. 25:38 ‘I 
am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt 
to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God. 25:39 ‘If a 
countryman of yours becomes so poor with regard to you that 
he sells himself to you, you shall not subject him to a slave’s 
service. 25:40 ‘He shall be with you as a hired man, as if he 
were a sojourner; he shall serve with you until the year of jubi-
lee. 25:41 ‘He shall then go out from you, he and his sons with 
him, and shall go back to his family, that he may return to the 
property of his forefathers. 25:42 ‘For they are My servants 
whom I brought out from the land of Egypt; they are not to be 
sold in a slave sale. 25:43 ‘You shall not rule over him with 
severity, but are to revere your God. 25:44 ‘As for your male 
and female slaves whom you may have you may acquire male 
and female slaves from the pagan nations that are around you. 
25:45 ‘Then, too, it is out of the sons of the sojourners who live 
as aliens among you that you may gain acquisition, and out of 
their families who are with you, whom they will have produced 
in your land; they also may become your possession. 25:46 
‘You may even bequeath them to your sons after you, to receive 
as a possession; you can use them as permanent slaves. But in 
respect to your countrymen, the sons of Israel, you shall not 
rule with severity over one another. 25:47 ‘Now if the means of 
a stranger or of a sojourner with you becomes sufficient, and 
a countryman of yours becomes so poor with regard to him as 
to sell himself to a stranger who is sojourning with you, or to 
the descendants of a stranger’s family, 25:48 then he shall have 
redemption right after he has been sold. One of his brothers 
may redeem him, 25:49 or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may 
redeem him, or one of his blood relatives from his family may 
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redeem him; or if he prospers, he may redeem himself. 25:50 
‘He then with his purchaser shall calculate from the year when 
he sold himself to him up to the year of jubilee; and the price of 
his sale shall correspond to the number of years. It is like the 
days of a hired man that he shall be with him. 25:51 ‘If there 
are still many years, he shall refund part of his purchase price 
in proportion to them for his own redemption; 25:52 and if few 
years remain until the year of jubilee, he shall so calculate with 
him. In proportion to his years he is to refund the amount for his 
redemption. 25:53 ‘Like a man hired year by year he shall be 
with him; he shall not rule over him with severity in your sight. 
25:54 ‘Even if he is not redeemed by these means, he shall still 
go out in the year of jubilee, he and his sons with him. 25:55 
‘For the sons of Israel are My servants; they are My servants 
whom I brought out from the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your 
God. (NASB)

 In Hebrew the word for kinsman Redeemer is goel hadam (ל  ֹגֵּא֣
ם א) the blood redeemer. As the name implies, and the text states ,(ַהָדּ֔  ּוָב֤
יו ב ֵאָל֔ ֲאלֹ֙ו ַהָּקֹר֣  the kinsman is a family relative. Usually the next of (ֹגֽ
kin if a brother or someone from the immediate family cannot do it. Ac-
cording to the dictionary a redeemer is someone who buys, purchases 
back, recovers, pays off or exchanges something for goods. From a 
biblical perspective the kinsman Redeemer is one who is charged with 
the duty of restoring or recovering the rights of another and avenging 
any wrongs that have been done. The Torah describes the redeemer as 
having two responsibilities, (i) to redeem family member or his prop-
erty that had changed ownership and (ii) as in the case of Ruth, to Mary 
a widow who has no children and raise children in the name of the dead 
husband. We note the significance of the redeemer being both a near 
relative, and of God also being our redeemer, these things draw a con-
nection to the creation account according to Bereshit / Genesis 1:26.

ספר בראשית פרק א
ה ָאָדם ְּבַצְלֵמנּו ִּכְדמּוֵתנּו ְוִיְרּדּו  כו   ַוּיֹאֶמר ֱאֹלִהים ַנֲעֶשֹ

־ִבְדַגת ַהָּים ּוְבעֹוף ַהָּׁשַמִים ּוַבְּבֵהָמה ּוְבָכל-ָהָאֶרץ ּוְבָכל-ָהֶר
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ֶמֹש ָהֹרֵמֹש ַעל-ָהָאֶרץ:

Bereshit / Genesis 1:26
Then God said, “Let Us make mankind in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the 
livestock and over all the earth, and over every crawling 
thing that crawls on the earth.” (NASB)

The Torah states that God made man ִּכְדמּוֵתנּו  in our image“ ְּבַצְלֵמנּו 
according to our likeness.” This reveals to us how precious each and 
every one of us are to God and how unique and holy, and valuable we 
are. The Jewish sages at times attempt to protect us from anthropomor-
phisms so that we do not create God in our image or likeness. Rashi 
writes that being created in God’s image meant that humans possess 
quality of understanding and discernment; Nachmonides explained it 
by saying that just as God was immortal, so was the human soul, and so 
on. The point of these things as being related to this week’s Torah por-
tion is as having a Torah based reason for God sending His Son Yeshua 
to be our savior and redeemer. God was functioning in this capacity as 
sending one who was close to us, creating a redeemer in the likeness of 
man so that man could be purchased back and redeemed!
 These things have a great application for our lives today. We note 
from a physical aspect here on earth, various peoples are at various 
states of wealth and debt. As we stand before God on a spiritual level, 
we are in great debt due to sin and have zero wealth outside of what the 
Messiah has done. Because we are human, we are quite capable of de-
ceiving ourselves in many ways. For example, it is possible to believe 
we are behaving in a godly manner before God and others. Taking this 
approach, perhaps the meaning of being created in God’s image  ־ְּבַצְל
 has to do not so much with how we see ourselves, but how ֵמנּו ִּכְדמּוֵתנּו
we choose to see and respond to others. Note how we were created to 
show mercy, and love and kindness to others. This idea of redemption 
is coupled to this truth of being created in the image of God. We have 
to realize it wasn’t just us who were created in this way, our neighbor 
was also created in the image of God, regardless of his or her gender, 
race, looks, political outlook, and social standing. This is the meaning 
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of God being no respecter of persons, and when we do this we are able 
to abided more freely in the truth of who we are, and who others are 
as being created in God’s image. This also reveals to us how we are to 
behave towards others in mercy, truth, and justice. 
 Job wrote the following according to Job 19:25:

ספר איוב פרק יט
 כה   ַוֲאִני ָיַדְעִּתי ֹּגֲאִלי ָחי ְוַאֲחרֹון ַעל-ָעָפר ָיקּום: כו   ְוַאַחר

ִרי ֶאֱחֶזה ֱאלֹוַּה: עֹוִרי ִנְּקפּו-זֹאת ּוִמְּבָשֹ

Job 19:25
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the 
last He will take His stand on the earth. (NASB)

Here Job proclaimed knowing that his redeemer lives and will stand in 
the last days on the earth. Job had a future expectation of the Messiah! 
Based upon the Scriptures, the root for the word goel (ל  is used in (ֹגֵּא֣
specific situations regarding the things a righteous man would do for 
his brother (near-kinsman).

1. To repurchase or buy back a field which was sold in 
time of need for a relative that had fallen into debt (Va-
yikra / Leviticus 25:25)

2. Free an Israelite slave who sold himself in time of pov-
erty (Vayikra / Leviticus 25:48)

3. Avenge the blood for a murdered close relative. The 
next of kin was to exact the payment for the loss of life. 
The kinsman is the avenger of blood, called goel hadam 
ם) ל ַהָדּ֔ .(ֹגֵּא֣

4. From the idea of the human ל  as a redeemer of his ֹגֵּא֣
kinsmen in their troubles, there are to be found many 
allusions to YHWH as the Divine ל  redeeming His ,ֹגֵּא֣
people from their woes (see Shemot / Exodus 6:6, 
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15:13, and Tehillim / Psalms 72:2), and of the people 
themselves becoming the “redeemed” ones of YHWH 
(Tehillim / Psalms 107:2, Isaiah 62:12).

We read in the Tanach (from the Psalms and the Prophets) how God 
is described as Israel’s redeemer who will stand with His people and 
vindicate them setting them free from servitude. God Himself is con-
sidered as being “near kin” (יו ֵאָל֔ ב  ַהָּקֹר֣ ֲאלֹ֙ו  ֹגֽ א   and so we get the (ּוָב֤
expectation of God working in our lives in a very powerful way. Be-
cause God is considered owner of His people, He is the only one who 
is qualified to provide a redemption price (a ransom) as our redeemer 
(See Isaiah 43:1-3). King David wrote in the Psalms saying, “Let the 
words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable 
in thy sight, O LORD my Rock and my Redeemer” (Tehillim / Psalm 
י׃ ,19:14/15 י ְוֹגֲאִלֽ ה צּוִר֥ הָו֗ י ְלָפֶנ֑יָך ְי֝ י ְוֶהְג֣יֹון ִלִבּ֣ ְה֥יּו ְלָר֨צֹון׀ ִאְמֵרי־ִפ֡  This (ִיֽ
draws in the concept of repentance, coupled to our redeemer and sav-
ior, as God’s Word is hidden in our hearts, we must therefore be careful 
how we esteem others. Take for example what Yeshua said in Matthew 
7:3-5, how when we judge others (in any matter, specifically here in 
terms of wealth) we open our selves to reciprocal judgment. The idea 
is that we are to be humble before both God and man, helping our fel-
low man when he is in need and not simply condemning him or her in 
our hearts. Remember also how the thoughts of one’s heart define the 
course of one’s life. This is what Solomon wrote according to Mishley 
/ Proverbs 4:24 states, “more than all else, guard your heart, because 
from it are the bounds of your life.” In addition to these things, Yeshua 
spoke of both the “good and evil treasures of the heart” which is the 
wellspring of our actions that are expressed in our words (Luke 6:45). 
The focus here is on the motivation of our hearts which govern the 
words that come forth. This is why David wrote what he did saying, 
“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be accept-
able in thy sight, O LORD my Rock and my Redeemer.”
 According to Isaiah 44:21-23, the earth, the mountains, and the 
trees of the Land rejoice, they shout out because God is our redeemer. 

ספר ישעיה פרק מד
ְיַצְרִּתיָך ֶעֶבד- ָרֵאל ִּכי ַעְבִּדי-ָאָּתה  ְוִיְשֹ ַיֲעֹקב  כא   ְזָכר-ֵאֶּלה 



10

Digging Deeper Torah Series

ָרֵאל לֹא ִתָּנֵׁשִני: כב   ָמִחיִתי ָכָעב ְּפָׁשֶעיָך ְוֶכָעָנן  ִלי ַאָּתה ִיְשֹ
ה ִּכי-ָעָשֹ ָׁשַמִים  ָרּנּו  ְגַאְלִּתיָך: כג    ִּכי  ֵאַלי   ַחּטֹאוֶתיָך ׁשּוָבה 
 ְיֹהָוה ָהִריעּו ַּתְחִּתּיֹות ָאֶרץ ִּפְצחּו ָהִרים ִרָּנה ַיַער ְוָכל-ֵעץ ּבֹו
ָרֵאל ִיְתָּפָאר: ִּכי-ָגַאל ְיֹהָוה ַיֲעֹקב ּוְבִיְשֹ

Isaiah 44:21-23
44:21 ‘Remember these things, O Jacob, And Israel, for 
you are My servant; I have formed you, you are My ser-
vant, O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me. 44:22 
‘I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud 
And your sins like a heavy mist. Return to Me, for I have 
redeemed you.’ 44:23 Shout for joy, O heavens, for the 
Lord has done it! Shout joyfully, you lower parts of the 
earth; Break forth into a shout of joy, you mountains, O 
forest, and every tree in it; For the Lord has redeemed 
Jacob And in Israel He shows forth His glory. (NASB)

God is giving us a promise within Isaiah’s prophecy that He will not 
forget us! Notice how this connects back to what we are studying here, 
redemption is not just about people, but also our Home and Land as 
well. Here Isaiah speaks of how God will wipe away our transgressions 
if we repent  and note the reason given is that God is our redeemer 
 Isaiah calls out to creation to shout out for joy .(ׁשּוָבה ֵאַלי ִּכי ְגַאְלִּתיָך)
due to the Lord as having redeemed His people!
 This week’s Torah portion draws out for us all of these things, in re-
lation to God being a redeemer and savior of our souls. As we had dis-
cussed in previous studies, there are spiritual counterparts to the things 
that exist in this life. Being in debt, selling one’s home, one’s property, 
and even one’s own soul (nefesh) into slavery to pay off a debt, the 
spiritual counterpart is to the indebtedness of our souls to God due to 
our sins! Everything we have is a gift from God, even the breath in our 
lungs. Remember how we are told according to Bereshit / Genesis 1:27, 
we are created after the image of God. As following Torah, God sent 
into this world a redeemer who was fashioned in the form of a man. It 
is because of these things as the reason why Paul wrote what he did ac-
cording to Philippians 2:3-11.
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Philippians 2:3-11
2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but 
with humility of mind regard one another as more im-
portant than yourselves; 2:4 do not merely look out for 
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 
others. 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was 
also in Christ Jesus, 2:6 who, although He existed in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 2:7 but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness 
of men. 2:8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 2:9 For this reason also, 
God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 
which is above every name, 2:10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 2:11 and that every 
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glo-
ry of God the Father. (NASB)

Note how everything Paul writes here is consistent with Torah, and spe-
cifically with this week’s Torah portion that speaks about the redeemer, 
being sold into slavery, and being set free by the power of God. We have 
redemption in and through Yeshua, and it was God Himself who was 
doing this. Paul writes how we are not to do things out of selfish conceit 
or personal interests. This is exactly what we are studying here in the 
sense that we are not to judge others and of the near kinsman having 
mercy delivering his brother. The idea of the bond-servant is compared 
to the one who needed to sell himself into slavery, and Yeshua is the 
one who redeems us from the debt that we have. Having been made in 
the form of a man, he is able to remove our sins, something which has 
weightier significance as compared sacrificial beasts (lamb, bull, ram). 
This is how the author of Hebrews reasons from a Torah perspective on 
the effective work of the Messiah. Based upon this week’s Torah com-
mentary, He (Yeshua) become our redeemer, our savior, and our Lord, 
all of which is consistent with the Torah command!


