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Fmskiyat Tazria / Metzora

Vmﬁkm / Leviticus 12:1-15:33, 2 Kings 7:3-20
Mark. 7:14-50/Luke 7:51-10:4-

Living Waters (217 23%) and the Powerful
Testimony found in the Commands on Tsaraat

In the Hebrew Bible, Tzaraat (NY7)¥) is a skin disease that can take

many different forms, and in addition we are told that Tzaraat (NV7X)
can also manifest itself on one’s clothing, belongings, and even in

one’s house. According to the rabbis, Tzaraat (NVYX) is caused by sin.
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This makes it a disease like no others; part medical condition, part

spiritual pathology. Because of this, Tzaraat (N¥]X) has terrified hu-
manity since ancient times. Within this awful disease, we also find a
powerful message that reminds us of sin’s spread and horrible conse-

quences. References to Tzaraat (NY]Y) in the NT have an emphasis of
God ’s mercy, grace, and desire to heal. This week’s double portion,
Parashat Tazria/Metzora, speaks of the Torah commands on Tzaraat
as we read according to Vayikra / Leviticus 13:1-3 which states the
following, %7772 DI 2 AKY 1R8] APHA™R 737 1271 X
NI NY% ¥317 MP20iva ) N2 % hobo~iR nRY iNpaiva
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DR RPYY 1337 R 13:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aar-
on, saying, 13:2 “When someone has on the skin of his body a swell-
ing, or a scab, or a bright spot, and it becomes an infection of leprosy
on the skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or
to one of his sons the priesits. 13:3 The priest shall look at the infected
area on the skin of the body, and if the hair in the infection has turned
white and the infection appears to be deeper than the skin of his body,
it is an infection of leprosy; when the priest has looked at him, he shall
pronounce him unclean. (NASB) Here in these few verses we are told
how the priest is to inspect the skin and determine whether the spot
is Tzaraat or not. Rashi makes the following conclusion on Vayikra /
Leviticus 13:2.

Rashi on Vayikra / Leviticus 13:2 Part 2
=T0) DOV NRAY PRY RO 23027 N1 LN IR O
:(X190) 7715 9 7Y RPN 107
W NIAR 9R’ [HE SHALL BE BROUGHT] TO AAR-
ON etc. — It is an enactment of Scripture that the un-
cleanness and purification of leprous plagues are pro-
nounced only by the mouth of a priest (Sifra, Tazria
Parashat Nega’im, Section 1 9).

The significant part about this command that Rashi is pointing out is
how the Tzaraat determines whether one is clean or unclean, and it
is the priest who is the only one qualified to inspect, determine, and
pronounce whether one is pure or impure. We note here something
the text states specifically, 3% 1237772 ¥3337NK 1797 787 5
397 MR X7 NYIR v33 TR 9vn Phy YT axp1 127 1997 v
SDR RN 13:3 The priest shall look at the infected area on the skin
of the body, and if the hair in the infection has turned white and the
infection appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is an infec-
tion of leprosy, when the priest has looked at him, he shall pronounce
him unclean. (NASB) The description here sounds like there is a spot
that may appear on a persons arm which is superficial, and then there
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is one that goes much deeper. The type that is deeper is the one that is
ruled to be Tzaraat. It should also be pointed out that while Tzaraat

(NY7X) is generally translated as “leprosy” in the English translations,
this disease represents a physical disarray in the body of the person.
In Jewish tradition it also carries with it a moral and spiritual meaning

as illumined further on by Ramban according to Vayikra / Leviticus

13:47. In addition to this, note how Tzaraat (NY]X) is of a very inti-
mate nature, as one is able to hide this disease from others. Therefore
it is the duty of a person to inform the priest of their illness. The rabbis
say this is not an illness that has come by chance. (Sefer HaChinukh

169.1) The bringing of the one who has Tzaraat (NV]X) to the priest is
analogous to determining the greatness of one’s iniquity which caused
it. Because of these things the rabbis have classically interpreted this
to be an affliction from God. With the declaration of being impure
due to Tzaraat, one is told to live outside of the community. This has
the implication of effecting our relationship with both God and man.
In the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, Tzaraat

(NY7X) was translated as aphe lepras. These words in Greek implied a
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skin condition that spread over the body. Though we do not know all

of the reasons why God allows this disease, biblical Tzaraat (N¥7]X) is
a powerful symbol reminding us of sin’s spread and its horrible con-

sequences in our lives. Like Tzaraat (NY]X), sin starts out small but
can then spread, leading to other sins and causing great damage to our
relationship with God and others.

This week we are looking at the Scriptures from Vayikra / Leviti-
cus 13:1-17.
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Vayikra / Leviticus 13:1-17

13:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, say-
ing, 13:2 “When someone has on the skin of his body a
swelling, or a scab, or a bright spot, and it becomes an
infection of leprosy on the skin of his body, then he shall
be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the
priests. 13:3 The priest shall look at the infected area
on the skin of the body, and if the hair in the infection
has turned white and the infection appears to be deep-
er than the skin of his body, it is an infection of leprosy;
when the priest has looked at him, he shall pronounce
him unclean. 13:4 But if the bright spot is white on the
skin of his body, and it does not appear to be deeper



than the skin, and the hair on it has not turned white,
then the priest shall isolate the person who has the in-
fection for seven days. 13:5 Then the priest shall look
at him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the infec-
tion has not changed and the infection has not spread
on the skin, then the priest shall isolate him for seven
more days. 13:6 The priest shall then look at him again
on the seventh day, and if the infected area has faded
and the infection has not spread on the skin, then the
priest shall pronounce him clean, it is only a rash. And
he shall wash his clothes and be clean. 13:7 “But if
the rash spreads farther on the skin after he has shown
himself to the priest for his cleansing, he shall appear
again to the priest. 13:8 And the priest shall look, and
if the rash has spread on the skin, then the priest shall
pronounce him unclean;, it is leprosy. 13:9 “When the
infection of leprosy is on someone, then he shall be
brought to the priest. 13:10 The priest shall then look,
and if there is a white swelling on the skin, and it has
turned the hair white, and there is new raw flesh in the
swelling, 13:11 it is a chronic leprosy on the skin of
his body, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean,
he shall not isolate him, for he is unclean. 13:12 If the
leprosy breaks out farther on the skin, and the leprosy
covers all the skin of the person who has the infection
from his head even to his feet, as far as the priest can
see, 13:13 then the priest shall look, and behold, if the
leprosy has covered his entire body, he shall pronounce
the one who has the infection clean; it has all turned
white and he is clean. 13:14 But whenever raw flesh
appears on him, he shall be unclean. 13:15 The priest
shall look at the raw flesh, and he shall pronounce him
unclean; the raw flesh is unclean, it is leprosy. 13:16
Or if the raw flesh turns back and is changed to white,
then he shall come to the priest, 13:17 and the priest
shall look at him, and behold, if the infected area has

turned white, then the priest shall pronounce the one
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who has the infection clean, he is clean. (NASB)

As we had discussed, we do not always know why God allows
disease in our lives. This concept of Tzaraat (NYX) is a powerful rea-
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son we should not allow sin to run rampant in our lives. Like Tzaraat

(NYX), sin starts out small but can then spread, leading to other sins
and causing great damage to our relationship with God and others.
When we get to the Apostolic Writings, we find an emphasis of how
much God loves us, and this love even extends to those who are af-

flicted by Tzaraat (NY]X). Note the classical Jewish interpretation
here as one’s sins have become manifest in one’s body, thus making
a leper a sinner above all sinners. This reminds us how the Love of
God also extends to the worst of sinners. When those who are stricken
with this disease, they suffer banishment from family, friends, and
from the presence of God at the sanctuary. When Yeshua met one who

was stricken with Tzaraat (NY]¥), he stressed God’s desire to heal
and so breaking with tradition, he touched the one who was afflicted,
having compassion, and healing them! The following are a few refer-
ences where Yeshua healed lepers according to Matthew 8:1-3, 10:5-

8, 11:2-6, and Luke 17:12-18.

Matthew 8:1-3

8:1 When Jesus came down from the mountain, large
crowds followed Him. 8:2 And a leper came to Him
and bowed down before Him, and said, ‘Lord, if
You are willing, You can make me clean.’ 8:3 Jesus
Stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I
am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy
was cleansed. (NASB)

Matthew 10:5-8

10:5 These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing
them: ‘Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do
not enter any city of the Samaritans; 10:6 but rather
go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 10:7 ‘And
as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is
at hand.’ 10:8 ‘Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse



the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely
give. (NASB)

Matthew 11:2-6

11:2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the
works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples 11:3 and
saibd to Him, ‘Are You the Expected One, or shall we
look for someone else?’ 11:4 Jesus answered and said
to them, ‘Go and report to John what you hear and
see: 11:5 the blind receive sight and the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to
them. 11:6 ‘And blessed is he who does not take offense
at Me.’ (NASB)

Luke 17:12-18

17:12 As He entered a village, ten leprous men who
stood at a distance met Him; 17:13 and they raised
their voices, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’
17:14 When He saw them, He said to them, ‘Go and
show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they were go-
ing, they were cleansed. 17:15 Now one of them, when
he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glori-
fving God with a loud voice, 17:16 and he fell on his
face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Sa-
maritan. 17:17 Then Jesus answered and said, ‘Were
there not ten cleansed? But the nine where are they?
17:18 ‘Was no one found who returned to give glory
to God, except this foreigner?’ 17:19 And He said to
him, ‘Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.’
(NASB)

We read here various instances when Yeshua cleansed the leper in the
NT. When Yeshua did so, he instructed the person who was healed to
not tell anyone but go and show yourself to the priest and offer the
prescribed sacrifices that God had commanded at the hand of Moshe.
Now there is something to note about the Torah commands. We note
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how the priests did not have the ability to cleanse the one who was
afflicted with Tzaraat (N¥7)X). The priest could only diagnose and de-

termine whether one was clean or unclean. If the priest found the man
to be clean, then there were sacrifices that Moshe prescribed to be
performed following having made that determination. The sacrifices

that were prescribed are given in Vayikra / Leviticus 14.
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Vayikra / Leviticus 14:3-7

14:3 and the priest shall go out to the outside of the
camp. Thus the priest shall look, and if the infection
of leprosy has been healed in the leper, 14:4 then the
priest shall give orders to take two live clean birds
and cedar wood and a scarlet string and hyssop for
the one who is to be cleansed. 14:5 ‘The priest shall
also give orders to slay the one bird in an earthenware
vessel over running water. 14:6 ‘As for the live bird,
he shall take it together with the cedar wood and the
scarlet string and the hyssop, and shall dip them and
the live bird in the blood of the bird that was slain over
the running water. 14:7 ‘He shall then sprinkle seven
times the one who is to be cleansed from the leprosy

and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the live
bird go free over the open field. (NASB)

é\gNhen the priest would inspect the man who had the skin disease, he



would unwittingly confirm the power of God in Yeshua to cleans the
one who was stricken. The interesting aspect of this is as one was
cleansed, he also had his sins forgiven him. The reason being as the
connection of sin to having caused one to be stricken with Tzaraat. By
the priest declaring him clean, he was providing expert witness to the
authenticity of the miracle. Therefore when Yeshua told the one who
was cleansed to do as the Torah had commanded through the priest at
the Temple, the Torah command was bearing witness of who Yeshua
was as being sent of God! An interesting observation is made when we
study the Hebrew Scriptures, we pay particular attention to Vayikra
/ Leviticus 14:6, "YJ-NR] TINT 7Y-N¥) 70K 1R 700 99%3-D% )
DY nuNWa 15T 072 7207 18¥T | DY) aNIR Pav) 2iRT-NX) NYing
10”00 QM0 14:6 ‘As for the live bird, he shall take it together with
the cedar wood and the scarlet string and the hyssop, and shall dip
them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was slain over the
running water. (NASB) Here we find one bird was slaughtered, and
one remained alive. This provides us with a picture of the one who
born one’s sins and died, and the one who lives as a living sacrifice. In

addition to this, we read how the bird is to be slaughtered over 033

:0”03 (living waters). This is a significant point based on what we
read Yeshua saying of himself in John 4.
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John 4:7-14

4:7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water.
Jesus said to her, ‘Give Me a drink.’ 4:8 For His dis-
ciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 4.9
Therefore the Samaritan woman said to Him, ‘How is
it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am
a Samaritan woman?’ (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) 4:10 Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If
you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you,
‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He
would have given you living water.” 4:11 She said to
Him, ‘Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well
is deep, where then do You get that living water? 4:12
‘You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You,
who gave us the well, and drank of it himself and his
sons and his cattle?’ 4:13 Jesus answered and said
to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst
again; 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will
give him will become in him a well of water springing
up to eternal life.” (NASB)

What is quite remarkable is what Yeshua says according to John 4:10,
T2 TMIRT XIT NI DIORT NIND DR DY 197 A MR VI 209

"% Q%) 7 1011 M0 R 200 DYRR AR DT, NIRYD 05 0 4:10
Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him,
and He would have given you living water.” (NASB) Yeshua speaks of
the giving of living waters inside of a person. This parallels the cleans-
ing ritual over living waters. Yeshua instructing one who was cleansed
to go to the Temple and to perform the sacrifices was a testimony to

the power of God to heal. The interesting rabbinic insight from the
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living waters is this represents one having a true knowledge of God.
This is associated with the Holy Spirit of God, coupled to these things
we read here on the cleansing from impurity, the healing of the body,
and the forgiveness of sins, the healing of Tzaraat is a powerful testi-
mony of the power of God in one’s life. These things speak of truth and
life proceeding from God in Jerusalem. The antithesis of this the dead
sea where there is death, dead waters, false knowledge of God, false
prophets, twisted doctrines, lies, and sin. Remember how the Hebrew

word NY7T (daat) describes one as having an intimate knowledge when

we know a person and care for them. These living waters (27 227)
that proceeds from God and His Holy Spirit through the Messiah is a
picture of God dwelling in our midst and cleansing us from the inside
out! Remember what God had spoken through the prophet Ezekiel in

Ezekiel 47 as Ezekiel saw living waters (00 0%7) proceed from God in
the Temple. The water started out as a small little trickle flowing form
under the altar. Then the water flow became a river, and then became so
deep one had to swim. Notice how the water flowed southeastward out
of Jerusalem to the dead sea. As the waters hit that dry and arid land,
life sprung up, the land that was poisoned due to salt, was made alive
and cleansed and fish and trees and all sorts of vegetation came alive in
the region. It is a beautiful picture to see how the image of this river of
life (living waters, 00 0°7) flowing from the temple in Ezekiel 47 is a
description of the outpouring of the Spirit of God on His people. These
things are coupled to the woman at the well, to the priest sacrificing
the one who was to bear our sins over living waters, the cleansing of
the one who was unclean, and both the physical and spiritual healing
through the forgiveness of sin. This week’s double portion provides for
us a powerful testimony of Yeshua and of our Father God in heaven
who loves us! This week’s Torah portion also illustrates why it is so
important for us to study the Torah, so that we are able to get the big
picture behind the stories in the NT, and to more properly understand
the NT text, the power of God in our lives, and the absolute necessity
of believing in Yeshua, and having God dwell in our hearts and lives!
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