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Shemot / Exodus 35:1-40:38, Ezekiel 45:16-44:18
Mark. b:14-29/John b:1-71

A Reminder to Remain Faithful!

This week is a double Torah portion, Parshiyot Vayakhel and Pe-
kudei. The final chapters of the book of Shemot / Exodus contains the
following: regulations on the Shabbat (Shemot / Exodus 35:1-3), ma-
terials brought for the Tabernacle (Shemot / Exodus 35:4-29), Bezalel
and Oholiab chosen as skilled men to make the things for the Taber-
nacle and its construction (Shemot / Exodus 35:30-36:7), listing the
individual parts of the Tabernacle (how it was made, Shemot / Exodus
36:8-38), the making of the Ark of the Covenant (Shemot / Exodus
37:1-9), the table of the presence (Shemot / Exodus 37:10-16), the
golden lamp stand (Shemot / Exodus 37:17-24), the Altar of incense
(Shemot / Exodus 37:25-29), the Altar for burnt offerings (Shemot /
Exodus 38:1-7), the basin for washing (Shemot / Exodus 38:8), The
courtyard of the tabernacle (Shemot / Exodus 38:9-20), the materials
used for the Tabernacle (Shemot / Exodus 38:21-31), The priestly gar-
ments (Shemot / Exodus 39:1), the Ephod (Shemot / Exodus 39:2-7),
the breast piece (Shemot / Exodus 39:8-21), other things related to the
priestly garments (Shemot / Exodus 39:22-31), Moshe inspects the
parts (Shemot / Exodus 39:32-43), and then the actual setting up of the
Tabernacle (Shemot / Exodus 40:1-33) and lastly, the glory of the Lord
appears in a cloud on the Tabernacle (Shemot / Exodus 40:34-38).
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Now reading through these passages may seem a bit tedious. Someone
might even think these passages of Scripture are relatively unimport-
ant besides that it keeps a particular record for how these things were
constructed and put into place within the Tabernacle. While reading
through these Scriptures, the Lord laid a very important point upon my
heart that I would like to discuss that is related and paralleled to this
week’s double portion. The specific verses that spoke to me from the
portion of Scriptures was specifically from, Shemot / Exodus 36:20-
30, TR NBX WY XD :DTHY DOVY VXY 12WR2 DWIRS-NR Wy O
TORF WIP? DT ORY 23 1T0NT WP 209 MHRT Y01 TN WP
DUWIPI-NR WY 20 1Wnd WR 297 Ay 12 NOX-2% NOX navwn
APY AQ-3TN DOVINY 7D D 233 DRD? WY 0y 12wn?
WA POT DYy TONT WIRI-NOD 1IN N 0°Wpd oy non
NRD? MOIWT 19WRD Y%A 71D 00T WY 08T WIRT-NoD D37
nOD D378 I A9P DTITN DYIW) 1 DWp DY Ay Tioy
7 TR DIV D TN WP ND DTS I TN Up
03 :DMITD YR NYYRR? TPY DU WA 1D DY TP Ay
APy 12 NORT NY20T-2% WRI-D8 D00 1 1702 7R onNin 1)
Y AYW A0 DITR) WY MY 1T 2 nvRpnd ' 07w

STONT WRd NOR 017X W D2ITR I 017N 36:20 They made up-
right frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 36:21 Each frame was
ten cubits long and a cubit and a halfwide, 36:22 with two projections
set parallel to each other. They made all the frames of the tabernacle
in this way. 36:23 They made twenty frames for the south side of the
tabernacle 36:24 and made forty silver bases to go under them—two
bases for each frame, one under each projection. 36:25 For the other
side, the north side of the tabernacle, they made twenty frames 36:26
and forty silver bases—two under each frame. 36:27 They made six
frames for the far end, that is, the west end of the tabernacle, 36:28
and two frames were made for the corners of the tabernacle at the far
end. 36:29 At these two corners the frames were double from the bot-
tom all the way to the top and fitted into a single ring; both were made
alike. 36:30 So there were eight frames and sixteen silver bases—itwo

under each frame. (NASB) We note what the text states, -NX 2y
DY DOWY OXY 12WN? 01 that they fashioned D°Wp: (boards)
2



of acacia wood which functioned as frames for the tabernacle. Here

the NASB translates D°WpP3 as “frames” which reminded me of stick
frame construction of a house. “Stick framing” is a term, that comes
from how builders assemble the exterior and interior walls of a house
“stick by stick.” When we think about stick frame construction, gener-
ally what comes to mind is solid construction. Traditional stick fram-
ing is what most of us envision when we think about building a new
home. Dimensional lumber (measured/precut lumber) is readily avail-
able at lumber yards in nearly every town and village across America.
Note how here carpenters had to individually construct each beam
and pole for the frame construction of the Tabernacle. Today how-
ever, with traditional stick framing, lumber is brought to a building
site upon where a house structure is framed. Stick framing, as a term,
comes from framers assembling a house shell “stick by stick.” With
stick framing, typically 2x4 or 2x6 pieces of lumber are placed 16 or
24 inches apart to construct a framework for walls, floors, ceilings and
roof rafters. Stick frame construction is very solid construction! The
reason [ am so strongly reminded of this is back a number of years ago
I owned a home that was not traditionally stick framed. The two story
house was a modular home where the various rooms and floors were
prefabricated and then brought to the construction site and a crane was
used to lift the pieces into place and the builder simply secured each
piece to one another and then the house framing work was completed
in just one day saving a lot of time. The builder then simply had to
focus upon the insulation, electric and plumbing, dry walling, roof,
and siding, etc. Now the reason this construction method is not as
solid, is due to what I had been told by my neighbors. All of the homes
had been constructed using this modular approach. On a couple of the
homes, the builder did not do so good a job of securing the different
modular pieces together. What happened was as the foundation and
house settled over the course of a few years, the modules separated
and produced large cracks in the dry wall which revealed the shoddy
construction. Obviously in this case, stick frame construction was a
better method of construction as this problem would not have hap-
pened! The idea that the Tabernacle was constructed frame-by-frame
(36.:20-24) parallels stick frame construction and speaks to its endur-
ing qualities. These things have a significant application for our lives
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today as we are God’s dwelling place, our hearts and lives are the
dwelling place of God. Therefore we are not to take a modular ap-
proach to our faith and our relationship with God. Let’s discuss these
things a little further!

The verses we are looking at for this week are from Shemot / Exo-
dus 36:8-34.
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Shemot / Exodus 36:8-34

36:8 All the skillful men among those who were performing
the work made the tabernacle with ten curtains, of fine twisted
linen and blue and purple and scarlet material, with cheru-
bim, the work of a skillful workman, Bezalel made them. 36.:9
The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits and the
width of each curtain four cubits, all the curtains had the same
measurements. 36:10 He joined five curtains to one another
and the other five curtains he joined to one another. 36:11 He
made loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain in the
first set; he did likewise on the edge of the curtain that was
outermost in the second set. 36.:12 He made fifty loops in the
one curtain and he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain
that was in the second set; the loops were opposite each oth-
er. 36:13 He made fifty clasps of gold and joined the curtains
to one another with the clasps, so the tabernacle was a unit.
36:14 Then he made curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the
tabernacle; he made eleven curtains in all. 36:15 The length
of each curtain was thirty cubits and four cubits the width of
each curtain; the eleven curtains had the same measurements.
36:16 he joined five curtains by themselves and the other six
curtains by themselves. 36:17 Moreover, he made fifty loops
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on the edge of the curtain that was outermost in the first set,
and he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that was out-
ermost in the second set. 36:18 He made fifty clasps of bronze
to join the tent together so that it would be a unit. 36:19 He
made a covering for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a
covering of porpoise skins above. 36:20 Then he made the
boards for the tabernacle of acacia wood, standing upright.
36:21 Ten cubits was the length of each board and one and
a half cubits the width of each board. 36:22 There were two
tenons for each board, fitted to one another, thus he did for all
the boards of the tabernacle. 36:23 He made the boards for
the tabernacle: twenty boards for the south side; 36:24 and
he made forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards; two
sockets under one board for its two tenons and two sockets
under another board for its two tenons. 36:25 Then for the
second side of the tabernacle, on the north side, he made twen-
ty boards, 36:26 and their forty sockets of silver, two sockets
under one board and two sockets under another board. 36:27
For the rear of the tabernacle, to the west, he made six boards.
36:28 He made two boards for the corners of the tabernacle at
the rear. 36:29 They were double beneath, and together they
were complete to its top to the first ring; thus he did with both
of them for the two corners. 36:30 There were eight boards
with their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets, two under every
board. 36:31 Then he made bars of acacia wood, five for the
boards of one side of the tabernacle, 36:32 and five bars for
the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars
for the boards of the tabernacle for the rear side to the west.
36:33 He made the middle bar to pass through in the center of
the boards from end to end. 36:34 He overlaid the boards with
gold and made their rings of gold as holders for the bars, and
overlaid the bars with gold. (NASB)

As we read the Torah portion for this week, we read Shemot /
Exodus 36:20-24, X :0°Tn¥ DOV O3y 12WR% DWpa-N8 Wy o
NTORY 23 TN WP A0 THKG YW TK) WP TR Nk Y
Wy 33 12WnT YR 257 AP 12 NOX-78 NOX NAZWH TIRT WR?
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right frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 36:21 Each frame was
ten cubits long and a cubit and a half wide, 36:22 with two projections
set parallel to each other. They made all the frames of the tabernacle
in this way. 36:23 They made twenty frames for the south side of the
tabernacle 36:24 and made forty silver bases to go under them—itwo
bases for each frame, one under each projection. (NASB) This speaks
to construction with a specific design and purpose. This applies to our
lives as we learned last week how God has a plan and purpose for our
lives too. Now in the modern scientific community, most psycholo-
gists believe that the human body consists simply of the sum of their
parts. All of the feelings and convictions to sin are simply chemical re-
sponses in the brain. Those of us who believe in the God of Israel and
in Yeshua, studying God’s Word and living our lives for him, under-

stand that people contain both a nefesh (93, soul) and a spirit (7717).
We are not simply an agglomeration of chemical processes, we are
God’s creation made in His image. Now our bodies physical response
may be generated by chemical reactions, we understand however that
there is a spiritual dimension involved as well. This is something we
need to understand as the Scriptures speak to this truth.

The issues of compartmentalizing our faith, or having a modular-
ized our faith, can be a significant problem. The reason is this leads to
our only spending part of our time with God and the remainder we for-
get about Him, His Son, and His word. The question we should ask “is
our faith simply one of the things that we do?” For example, when we
are at work, doing a hobby, or family, do these things involve faith?
When we are watching TV, or at a social event, or at rest, or even
asleep, is faith involved? It is easy to see how some of these things
definitely involve faith as we determine what we watch based on our
faith, and we do not allow the masses (Social events) to manipulate
our behavior because of our faith, etc. On the other hand, when we
sleep, obviously faith is not involved, right? What do the Scriptures
say? The Psalmist states the following according to Tehillim / Psalms
127:1-2.
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Tehillim / Psalms 127:1-2

127:1 Unless the Lord builds the house, They labor
in vain who build it; Unless the Lord guards the city,
The watchman keeps awake in vain. 127:2 It is vain for
you to rise up early, To retire late, To eat the bread of
painful labors; For He gives to His beloved even in his
sleep. (NASB)

We note what is written in the Psalm which states R3¢ 17°7°7 197 12
“He gives to his beloved in sleep” suggests that faith is involved even
during our sleep. Paul writes that we are to pray without ceasing (/
Thessalonians 5:17) and doing this leads to all our activities being
filled with faith. This is why the Scriptures say that God works his
will, and makes the most of our lives with every action we take. Faith
becomes how we use our time performing every activity, even sleep-
ing. This illustrates how even during the time that we sleep there is a
spiritual dimension involved.

Obviously there is a spiritual dimension to the Tabernacle as the
the design was for a specific purpose. This is how our bodies are made
as well, having a special and specific design and purpose. The thing
that sets us apart from the rest of creation is how we are told that we
were created in the image of God. We have been given the creative
ability to reason, think, apply deduction, using our mental abilities to
make our lives better, etc. This is specifically what sets us apart from
all the rest of God’s creation. Paul wrote that our bodies are the temple
of the Holy Spirit of God paralleling our bodies to the Mishkhan (Tab-
ernacle, I Corinthians 6:19-20) Our modern culture however has a
different perspective for our bodies and promotes the idea of practic-
ing many forms of sin in the body. Take for example the slogan “what
happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.” This suggests that one has a license
12:30 sin in Vegas. One is allowed to do things they would never have



done, or to act differently from what they normally would in sinful
ways and in ways they would normally not sin. Irresponsible living
in sex and money is what Vegas is all about. The problem is what we
are discussing here on compartmentalizing our faith. When one com-
partmentalizes his or her faith the slogan becomes, “What happens at
the congregation or church, stays at the congregation or church,” and
“What happens away from the congregation or church, stays away
from the congregation or church.” Many people become perfect on
only one day a week. When they don’t feel like living for the Lord,
they push that part of their lives aside in order to sin. This hypocrisy is
what Anton Lavey creator of the church of Satan points out as leading
him to satanism. This is why the Psalmst states “depart from me, you
evildoers, that I may obey the commandments of my God” (1ehillim /
Psalm 119:115) and why Yeshua states what he does saying “Depart
from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41, Luke 13:25)

We are called to be “faithful” all of the time and not just faithful
only some of the time. We are called to be like the Messiah (/ John
2:6, 1 Corinthians 11:1, 1 Peter 2:21, Ephesians 5:1-2) in all of our
actions, not just some actions or only part of the time. I am compar-
ing this to the construction of the Tabernacle in the sense of the stick
frame construction, solid, for a purpose, well designed, etc and to our
lives as either being stick-framed in our faith, or compartmentalized
/ modular in our faith. Do we take the time to build our faith, care-
fully ordering out lives according to God’s Word, and modifying out
thought life through studying God’s Word daily? When one lives a
compartmentalized faith, they do a great job for one day of the week,
but come the remainder of the week anything is forgotten. Yeshua was
actually thinking the same thing when he taught the parable of the
sower. (Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20, Luke 8:4-15) The Scriptures
speak of our being recognized by the fruit that we produce in our lives.
(Matthew 7:16, Matthew 12:33, 2 Peter 2:10-18) The question we
should be asking ourselves is “what kind of fruit am I producing?”
More importantly, we should ask “what kind of fruit are others notic-
ing about me when they see me on a daily basis?” (i.e. your wife and
kids, neighbors, etc) A compartment is defined as a space in which
an area is subdivided. Our faith should not be subdivided but should
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bleed through every area. We live out our faith, at work, with friends,
with out enemies, with our spouse and children, online social media
accounts, behind closed doors, etc. These things speak to our living
out our faith every second of our lives because every breath is given by
God. (Job 33:4) Note we can avoid sin in our lives, but sometimes we
can’t as we are living in the flesh therefore we still sin. The point is to
repent and turn from the sin and not be a practitioner of sin. The chal-
lenge for each and every one of us is to live out our faith 24/7. Those
who practice iniquity (sin) will be the one’s who do not enter the king-
dom of heaven. This is very challenging and the main reason why we
need the Lord’s help! The biggest challenge is to live out our faith not
just when everyone is looking but also when no one is looking!
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