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Parashat Pesach 1
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Shemot / Exodus 35:12-34:26, Ezekiel 37:1-14
Why Yeshua Called Himself Ben-haAdam (27%7-72)

This week’s Torah Portion is for Pesach, we will look at the Haf-
tarah portion from Ezekiel 37:1-14. These scriptures from Ezekiel are
especially important as describing the eventual return of the Judeans
to their Land, we see a picture of resurrection that becomes the cor-
nerstone of the Jewish belief in the resurrection from the dead. One of
the most striking aspects of these Scriptures is related to the belief that
God is able to raise someone from the dead. Here we are told of an en-
tire nation being raised from the dead and not just a single person. This
vision that God gave to Ezekiel, is concerning the eventual restoration
of Israel who at this point in time, in Babylon is as dead, paralleled to
the valley of dry bones. These Scriptures reveal to us how the Lord
God Almighty is the giver of life, and this vision begins with the Lord
God setting Ezekiel down in a valley full of bones. (37:1-2) Ezekiel 37

opens Stating, Y27 TIN2 3711 A3 T2 IRYN TS0y
:NINYY IRYD R°7) 37:1 The hand of the LORD came upon me. He
took me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the valley.
It was full of bones. (Sefaria) What does Ezekiel mean when he says

“the hand of the Lord was upon me” (ﬁlﬂj‘?} SOy n°7)? How does
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the hand of the Lord come upon a person? Some might say that we
always have the Holy Spirit of God within us, how can the spirit come
upon us? I believe this is due to a rather narrow view / understanding
of the role of the Spirit of God. There are a few places in the Scriptures
that provide some insights, such as in / Samuel 10:6 Then the Spirit
of the LORD will rush upon you, and you will prophesy with them
and be changed into a different man. (NASB) This suggests that the
Spirit of God can move upon a person in power as Samuel was telling
Saul. Obviously as we read here in Ezekiel, as the text continues, we
see how the Lord moves powerfully in Ezekiel to prophecy over the
valley of bones and they come to life. Ezekiel 37:1 continues saying

TyPaT 7in2 23 A¥m 112 IRy where the Scriptures use the
verb 7731 written in the Hif"il waw-consecutive imperfect, third person
masculine singular form, meaning “Settle down” or “rest” does this
mean that Ezekiel was literally caught up in the air and brought to this
valley, or did it mean he was led by the Spirit of God to this location?
Thinking on this question, there are a few other places in the Scriptures
that describe similar events, such as in Acts 8:39, Q07 iR 12V
2977 Y03 X .71V iNIR %7 XD 0°797) ,019°9°0 NX TN M0 90N
0 8:39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on
his way rejoicing. (NASB) Here we are told the spirit snatched (-79077)
Philipos (019°2°D) away and the 0795 (eunuch) did not see him. In
this instance, the spirit of God caught him up and took him away. Paul
also wrote according to 2 Corinthians 12:2 the following, 7727 °IX
PWRYD YPIT O8 NP1 DI ATWY-YIIR 197 WK ,0UR2 UK
y7i 2oNT L1990 Yann IR 9132 OR Y71 03K 12:2 1 know a man in
Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know,

or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught
up to the third heaven. (NASB) Another reference is from Revelation
17:3,°393 THIN M0 29 DAY AR IR 0173 03707 RPN
D012 WYY DOWRY VAW NYa RO 009173 NINY aR9D nmoy 17:3
And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a

woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having
seven heads and ten horns. (NASB) Here in John’s vision, the Lord
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brought him to this place that showed him the great prostitute and the
beast that was full of blasphemous names. The mode of transport in
a vision may have had John simply being shown these things in the
spirit, was this how Ezekiel was being shown these things? It is likely
that Ezekiel was being shown a vision as opposed to actually being in
a valley with bones as he prophesied over the bones as the Lord had
commanded him to do. The Rashi describes this verse from Ezekiel in
the following way.

Rashi on Ezekiel 37:1 Part 1

The hand of the Lord came upon me and carried me
out in the spirit of the Lord, etc. Every “the hand of the
Lord” in a prophecy is an expression of compulsion,
meaning that the spirit would compel him to go as a
madman to a place that the spirit desired.

Rashi describes this hand of the Lord as coming upon the prophet
Ezekiel and driving him to wherever he is compelled to go. The text
goes on saying, Ezekiel 37:2, 137) 2°20 | 2°20 Dﬂ’bl] 1AW 2

TR DY 137 VPR °19-2Y TR N2 37:2 He caused me to pass
among them round about, and behold, there were very many on the
surface of the valley, and lo, they were very dry. (NASB) these things
suggest that in the vision the Lord lifted him causing him to go to and
fro over the valley to observe the dry bones.

Ezekiel continues saying, =72 R237 7177778 X237 28 NN 2
7 X3 NI DR 73T AT 1 RETD 07N SN o7
1) PR DO0002 093 37:3 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the
breath, prophesy, O mortal! Say to the breath: Thus said the Lord
GOD: Come, O breath, from the four winds, and breathe into these
slain, that they may live again.” (Sefaria) So the Lord tells Ezekiel to
prophesy to the wind to breath life into these bones. Now it is interest-

ing how the text states Ezekiel is to prophesy to the four winds (X%
NI ¥2). This idea of the four winds, does this give credence to the
flat earthers? Revelation 7:1 also states, 7:1 “And after these things I
saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth,
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nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” (NASB) The phrase corners of the
earth is used in several places in the Bible as a figurative term for the
outermost borders or most distant parts of the earth. Examples of this
may be taken from the book of Job where Job’s friend Elihu describes
the voice of the Lord as thunder and lightning in Job 37:2-3, “Keep
listening to the thunder of his voice and the rumbling that comes from
his mouth. Under the whole heaven he lets it go, and his lightning to
the corners of the earth.” (ESV, :RX> Vo0 naa] 190 1392 ving wn
7RG Ni9I270Y 19IRY 3 22pwa7227n0Rn) Here the word NiDId
means edge or extremity, and is the root word used for 732 for “wing,
extremity.” Therefore, this word for corners in the English translation,
is from the Hebrew word for “wings” as in the wings of a bird stretch-
ing out over its young. The fully stretched out wings are the extremi-
ties of the bird, therefore the corners described here about the earth is
actually related to describing the extremities of a thing, the farthest
reaches of the earth. When looking at the Hebrew text, this does not
provide support for a flat earth. Here in Job Elihu is describing how
the voice of the Lord fills all the earth, even to the farthest places,
i.e. the ends of the earth. Another example may be given from Isaiah
11:12.

R 29D 779Dw 00
VaRY TP NP YXTYY T AN T2 01 X))
PINT Nig2 VRN
Isaiah 11:12
11:12 And He will lift up a standard for the nations
And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will
gather the dispersed of Judah From the four corners
of the earth.

Here the prophet Isaiah speaks in //:12, of a future restoration of Isra-
el in which the dispersed of Judah will gather together from “the four
corners of the earth.” The “four corners of the earth” again uses the

Hebrew word 712 for “wing, extremity” as a reference to the earth’s
farthest reaches in the four cardinal directions: north, south, east, and
west. This is the same idea that is being conveyed by Ezekiel/s refer-
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ence to the “‘four winds,” he is essentially referring to the compass as
having four directions (North, East, South, West, Ezekiel 37:3).

The Scriptures we are looking at for this week is from the Haftarah
portion from Ezekiel 37:1-14.
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37:1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought
me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of the valley; and it was full of bones. 37:2 He
caused me to pass among them round about, and be-
hold, there were very many on the surface of the valley;
and lo, they were very dry. 37:3 He said to me, ‘Son of
man, can these bones live?’ And I answered, ‘O Lord
God, You know.’ 37:4 Again He said to me, ‘Prophesy
over these bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord.’ 37:5 ‘Thus says the Lord God to
these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath to enter you
that you may come to life. 37:6 ‘I will put sinews on
you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin
and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you
will know that I am the Lord.”*37:7 So I prophesied as
I was commanded,; and as I prophesied, there was a
noise, and behold, a rattling;, and the bones came to-
gether, bone to its bone. 37:8 And I looked, and behold,
sinews were on them, and flesh grew and skin covered
them, but there was no breath in them. 37:9 Then He
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of
man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God,
‘Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on
these slain, that they come to life.”* 37:10 So I proph-
esied as He commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they came to life and stood on their feet,
an exceedingly great army. 37:11 Then He said to me,
‘Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Isra-
el; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our
hope has perished. We are completely cut off-” 37:12
‘Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord God, ‘Behold, I will open your graves and cause
you to come up out of your graves, My people; and [
will bring you into the land of Israel. 37:13 ‘Then you
will know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your
graves and caused you to come up out of your graves,
My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and
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you will come to life, and I will place you on your own
land. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken
and done it,” declares the Lord.”* (NASB)

Exekiel’s vision continues saying, N1AXY-2Y X237 28 N0 7
IR MR AD 7 IT-127 WY NI NINZYT 00K DY0R) TIRT
02°%¥ AN Y ODPM M0 002 R02N CIN 737 PRI Ningy? M
an™m M0 093 AN DY 0°%Y CARRY W2 0%y "nYyd) 0T

107 OIN-°2 ANV 37:4 Again He said to me, ‘Prophesy over these
bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.’37:5

‘Thus says the Lord God to these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath
to enter you that you may come to life. 37:6 ‘I will put sinews on you,
make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin and put breath in
you that you may come alive; and you will know that I am the Lord.’*
37:7 So I prophesied as [ was commanded; and as I prophesied, there
was a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. (NASB) We read here how the Lord is explaining exactly
what Ezekiel is to say. The description has the bones receiving sinews,
flesh, muscles, and skin, and then the Lord will give them 717 (Ruach)
and they will live. Here, the Lord speaks of giving the 117 and life,
this is different from the creation account.

2 P95 NOWNT2 58
ORI MM DTN DY DIRGNR 2398 717 H3on
0 WO n;m-f 7171 0% MY

- T

TT T

Bereshit / Genesis 2:7

2:7 Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living being. (NASB)

What we see here in Bereshit / Genesis 2:7 is the Lord 00 NpW1
“breathing heavily life” into Adam. We do not see the use of the word

737 but the word NPY3 instead. This suggests that the Lord God took
personal action to breath life into man, as opposed to what we are see-
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ing here in the Ezekiel text of the four winds coming and giving breath
to this army of people.

Ezekiel continues saying, 72 D;)”,?}] NPV Y73 D;J’?;ﬁz ADN

ST CIR-"2 DRYTY) AN M0 0332 ANy iy kY TAnp137:6 1
will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with
skin and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will know
that I am the Lord.”* (NASB) Here it is the Lord God who gives us life,
and who is able to make us into the kind of people that He wants.

Ezekiel continues saying, *82372 2iP->7° *0°% WK XAy T
073 D7°RY-13T7) PR 1 :TARY-DR DYY NiRXY 129pm WYI-mIm
R237 28 MR L 1072 PR O A2yR7n W 072 0PN A7y WD
TN YR MU OIT | N1 TINF-78 DY9N) DT8-13 KT 778
R12M1 23% WK NRAIT) M) IR 23002 19 M7 XA Nin
27RN-7R 2173 220 DIO93-0V TRV 1N 0N 072 37:7 So I proph-
esied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise,
and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
37:8 And I looked, and behold, sinews were on them, and flesh grew
and skin covered them; but there was no breath in them. 37:9 Then He
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to
the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they come to life.” " 37:10 So I
prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they came to life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

(NASB) Throughout Ezekiel 37 we see the phrase QTR-12 (Ezekiel

37:9) meaning “son of man.” The phrase OTX-12 is a very well known
phrase from the NT text as Yeshua referred to himself as being the
son of man. This expression appears 107 times in the Hebrew Bible,
the majority (93 times) in the Book of Ezekiel. We also note how the

phrase D7R-12 “Son of Man” occurs 88 times in the New Testament
and only four times outside of the gospels. Now in Ezekiel, this phrase
is used in three main ways, (i) as a form of address, (ii) to contrast his
lowly status of humanity against the exalted nature of God and the
angels (Bamidbar / Numbers 23:19, Tehillim / Psalms 8:4), and (iii)
as a future eschatological figure of whose coming will signal the end
of history and bring the time of God’s judgment (see Daniel 7:13-
é 4). Notice how another aspect of Ezekiel was found in his call to
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repentance to a people who have been exiled to Babylon. All of these
things parallel Yeshua the Messiah in the Apostolic Writings. Point
(ii1) speaks of the end of days and coming judgementof God and we
know according to Daniel 7 we learn about a vision given to Daniel
of four beasts which represent the pagan nations. Daniel 7:13-14 de-
scribes how the Ancient of Days (God) gives dominion over the earth
to “one like a man” (VI 723). Rashi explains saying, “one like a
man was coming” That is the King Messiah. ‘and... up to the Ancient
of Days’ Who was sitting in judgment and judging the nations. ‘came’
arrived, reached. ‘And He gave him dominion’ And to that man He
gave dominion over the nations, for the heathens he likens to beasis,
and Israel he likens to a man because they are humble and innocent.

‘Which will not be removed.’” Rashi’s interpretation is this O7X-]2
is none other than the King Messiah of God. These are the reasons

why Yeshua called himself 2787—732. We note in the Greek NT for ex-
ample from Mark 8:62 and how it is written, 6 8¢ Incodg einev: 'Ey®
elpt, kol Oyecbe TOV VIOV TOD GvOpOTOL €K de&IDV KaOMUEVOV TH|G
SVVAUE®MS KOl EPYOUEVOV UETO TV VEQEADY TOoD ovpavoD. The four
gospels introduce the phrase, “tov viov T0D dvOpdTOL”, meaning lit-
erally “the son of the man.” This awkward expression in Greek is the
translation of what we read here in the Hebrew Scriptures. We note the
connection of the Messiah to this picture of resurrection that becomes
the cornerstone of the Jewish belief in the resurrection from the dead
to the King Messiah who is given power and authority and majesty
over all by God. All of these things add a rich context and background
to why Yeshua called Himself D787—132.

This section of Ezekiel concludes saying, DTX-12 28 XN X
772X WNINYY W DR 137 TR0 ORI 10252 n9Ra ninyyn
T I TS V-T2 DEPRN 00K KT 197 20937 A A0gpn
DINX IR Y DPNTIIPD DINK M7YT) DPNTIAR-NY [Nb "IN
YT DPNIRP-NN TN T WD DAYTY 0 N M-
Q2NN "ANIT a0 02 9710 PAN] 77 Ry 02°N1N2pNn DdNN niv

JTIM-0R1 DY "RN2T AT CIR-"D ARy adNNTXR- oV 37:11 Then
He said to me, ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel;
behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has perished.
We are completely cut off.’37:12 ‘Therefore prophesy and say to themg,
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‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I will open your graves and cause

you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will bring you
into the land of Israel. 37:13 ‘Then you will know that I am the Lord,
when [ have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of
your graves, My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and
you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then
you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken and done it,’ declares the
Lord.”* (NASB) We note specifically the verse from Ezekiel 37:11, X>
W32 DR 73T R0 2RI N°2-22 APNT NINYYD 07812 028 N
219 17133 NP TR WNINRY 37:11 Then He said to me, ‘Son of
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our
bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are completely cut
off.” (NASB) Note how these things describes dry bones, the meaning
of which we can derive from this vision is that there is nothing good
that comes out of a dead person or nation. Dried bones are symbolic
of “death” and the only one who has power over death is God. When
we are feeling unworthy, weak, and of no use, like dry bones, the Lord
God Almighty can restore everything for He is capable of doing the
unimaginable. The Word of God is powerful for at the Word of God
all things were created! God’s Word tells us of the power of God to
overcome all odds, and of God’s love and mercy, and of the purpose
for our lives. Ezekiel states saying, "nN932 7)1 °IN-°3 apy7) ¥
D32 M AN} T CRY 0PNRRR 00X "NYa 0niNp-nK
YY) *AN2T TIT *I8-2 DDYTY DINRTR-7Y DPNY ANIT N7
:7)W-081 37:13 ‘Then you will know that I am the Lord, when I have
opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves,
My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and you will come to
life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I,
the Lord, have spoken and done it,’declares the Lord.’* (NASB) which
speaks of God raising the dead, literally opening the graves and bring
life from that which was dead! Rashi states the following concerning
these verses:

Rashi on Ezekiel 37:11, Part 1
these bones are all the house of Israel They are an in-
timation and an example of the entire house of Israel
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in their exile, for they say, “Our bones have become
dried up from the troubles, our hope is lost, and what
further hope can we have for salvation? Another ex-
planation: All of these were of Israel, and because you
revived them now, they say, “Our hope is lost, and we
shall not come to life once again when the dead are
resurrected.”

These things speak to us in this special time of Passover how our
hopelessness is turned into great hope as we have the God of all Cre-
ation on our side, to do the unimaginable! And as these things are
connected to the King Messiah, they speak of hope, resurrection, and
life in the Messiah Yeshua! Just as Rashi wrote, these things speak of
a future expectation of the King Messiah, of hope, and resurrection,
of doing the impossible, and the bringing of men out of the grave to
be made alive to the service of God and His glory. What a powerful
testimony Ezekiel provides for us at this time of the Passover! As God
delivered Israel from the bondage of slavery from a great nation, and
brought them to the mountain of Sinai to be His people in a covenant
relationship, we too have this opportunity to make a covenant with
God in the blood of the King Messiah Yeshua. These things speak to
the power of God to deliver each and every one of us, and to make us
alive, and healthy, and strong, as these things that God does for us are
our testimony of the power of God’s Word in our lives to save and set
us free!

11



Digging Deeper Torah Series

12



