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פרשת
פסח
VII

Parashat Pesach 1

Shemot / Exodus 33:12-34:26, Ezekiel 37:1-14

Why Yeshua Called Himself Ben-haAdam (בֶּן–הָאָדָם)

	 This week’s Torah Portion is for Pesach, we will look at the Haf-
tarah portion from Ezekiel 37:1-14. These scriptures from Ezekiel are 
especially important as describing the eventual return of the Judeans 
to their Land, we see a picture of resurrection that becomes the cor-
nerstone of the Jewish belief in the resurrection from the dead. One of 
the most striking aspects of these Scriptures is related to the belief that 
God is able to raise someone from the dead. Here we are told of an en-
tire nation being raised from the dead and not just a single person. This 
vision that God gave to Ezekiel, is concerning the eventual restoration 
of Israel who at this point in time, in Babylon is as dead, paralleled to 
the valley of dry bones. These Scriptures reveal to us how the Lord 
God Almighty is the giver of life, and this vision begins with the Lord 
God setting Ezekiel down in a valley full of bones. (37:1-2) Ezekiel 37 
opens stating, ה נִי בְּת֣וֹךְ הַבִּקְעָ֑ ה וַיְנִיחֵ֖ נִי בְר֙וּחַ֙ יְהוָ֔ ה עָלַי֮ יַד־יְהוָה֒ וַיּוֹצִאֵ֤  הָיְתָ֣
עֲצָמֽוֹת׃ ה  מְלֵאָ֥ יא   The hand of the LORD came upon me. He 37:1 וְהִ֖
took me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the valley. 
It was full of bones. (Sefaria) What does Ezekiel mean when he says 
“the hand of the Lord was upon me” (֒ה עָלַי֮ יַד־יְהוָה  How does ?(הָיְתָ֣
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the hand of the Lord come upon a person? Some might say that we 
always have the Holy Spirit of God within us, how can the spirit come 
upon us? I believe this is due to a rather narrow view / understanding 
of the role of the Spirit of God. There are a few places in the Scriptures 
that provide some insights, such as in 1 Samuel 10:6 Then the Spirit 
of the LORD will rush upon you, and you will prophesy with them 
and be changed into a different man. (NASB) This suggests that the 
Spirit of God can move upon a person in power as Samuel was telling 
Saul. Obviously as we read here in Ezekiel, as the text continues, we 
see how the Lord moves powerfully in Ezekiel to prophecy over the 
valley of bones and they come to life. Ezekiel 37:1 continues saying 
הַבִּקְעָ֑ה בְּת֣וֹךְ  נִי  וַיְנִיחֵ֖ ה  יְהוָ֔ בְר֙וּחַ֙  נִי   where the Scriptures use the וַיּוֹצִאֵ֤
verb ַנוּח written in the Hifʿîl waw-consecutive imperfect, third person 
masculine singular form, meaning “Settle down” or “rest” does this 
mean that Ezekiel was literally caught up in the air and brought to this 
valley, or did it mean he was led by the Spirit of God to this location? 
Thinking on this question, there are a few other places in the Scriptures 
that describe similar events, such as in Acts 8:39, כְּשֶׁעָלוּ מִתּוֹךְ הַמַּיִם 
 חָטְפָה רוּחַ יהוה אֶת פִילִיפּוֹס, וְהַסָּרִיס לאֹ רָאָה אוֹתוֹ עוֹד. אָז נָסַע לְדַרְכּוֹ
 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 8:39 שָׂמֵחַ.
snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on 
his way rejoicing. (NASB)  Here we are told the spirit snatched (חָטְפָה) 
Philipos (פִילִיפּוֹס) away and the הַסָּרִיס (eunuch) did not see him. In 
this instance, the spirit of God caught him up and took him away.  Paul 
also wrote according to 2 Corinthians 12:2 the following, מַכִּיר  אֲנִי 
הַשְּׁלִישִׁי; הָרָקִיעַ  אֶל  נִלְקַח  שָׁנִים  אַרְבַּע–עֶשְׂרֵה  לִפְנֵי  אֲשֶׁר  בַּמָּשִׁיחַ,   אִישׁ 
 I know a man in 12:2 אֵינֶנִּי יוֹדֵעַ אִם בְּגוּפוֹ אוֹ מִחוּץ לְגוּפוֹ, הָאֱלֹהִים יוֹדֵעַ
Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught 
up to the third heaven. (NASB)  Another reference is from Revelation 
 הוּא נְשָׂאַנִי לְמִדְבָּר, בָּרוּחַ, וְרָאִיתִי אִשָּׁה יוֹשֶׁבֶת עַל חַיָּה אֲדֻמָּה כְּשָׁנִי ,17:3
 17:3 וְהַחַיָּה מְלֵאָה שְׁמוֹת גִּדּוּפִים וְהִיא בַּעֲלַת שִׁבְעָה רָאשִׁים וְעֶשֶׂר קַרְנַיִם
And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having 
seven heads and ten horns. (NASB)  Here in John’s vision, the Lord 
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brought him to this place that showed him the great prostitute and the 
beast that was full of blasphemous names. The mode of transport in 
a vision may have had John simply being shown these things in the 
spirit, was this how Ezekiel was being shown these things? It is likely 
that Ezekiel was being shown a vision as opposed to actually being in 
a valley with bones as he prophesied over the bones as the Lord had 
commanded him to do. The Rashi describes this verse from Ezekiel in 
the following way.

Rashi on Ezekiel 37:1 Part 1
The hand of the Lord came upon me and carried me 
out in the spirit of the Lord, etc. Every “the hand of the 
Lord” in a prophecy is an expression of compulsion, 
meaning that the spirit would compel him to go as a 
madman to a place that the spirit desired.

Rashi describes this hand of the Lord as coming upon the prophet 
Ezekiel and driving him to wherever he is compelled to go. The text 
goes on saying, Ezekiel 37:2, וְהִנֵּה סָבִיב   | סָבִיב  עֲלֵיהֶם  וְהֶעֱבִירַנִי   ב   
 He caused me to pass 37:2 רַבּוֹת מְאֹד עַל-פְּנֵי הַבִּקְעָה וְהִנֵּה יְבֵשׁוֹת מְאֹד: 
among them round about, and behold, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley; and lo, they were very dry. (NASB)  these things 
suggest that in the vision the Lord lifted him causing him to go to and 
fro over the valley to observe the dry bones. 
	 Ezekiel continues saying, א בֶן־ א אֶל־הָר֑וּחַ הִנָּבֵ֣ י הִנָּבֵ֖ אמֶר אֵלַ֔ ֹ֣ ג   וַיּ
הָר֔וּחַ אִי  בֹּ֣ רוּחוֹת֙  ע  מֵאַרְבַּ֤ ה  יְהוִ֗ אֲדֹנָ֣י  ׀  ר  ה־אָמַ֣ כֹּֽ אֶל־הָר֜וּחַ  וְאָמַרְתָּ֨  דָם   אָ֠
חְיֽוּ׃ לֶּה וְיִֽ ים הָאֵ֖ י בַּהֲרוּגִ֥  Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the 37:3 וּפְחִ֛
breath, prophesy, O mortal! Say to the breath: Thus said the Lord 
GOD: Come, O breath, from the four winds, and breathe into these 
slain, that they may live again.” (Sefaria)  So the Lord tells Ezekiel to 
prophesy to the wind to breath life into these bones. Now it is interest-
ing how the text states Ezekiel is to prophesy to the four winds ( ־מֵאַרְ
ע רוּחוֹת֙  This idea of the four winds, does this give credence to the .(בַּ֤
flat earthers? Revelation 7:1 also states, 7:1 “And after these things I 
saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, 
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nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” (NASB)  The phrase corners of the 
earth is used in several places in the Bible as a figurative term for the 
outermost borders or most distant parts of the earth. Examples of this 
may be taken from the book of Job where Job’s friend Elihu describes 
the voice of the Lord as thunder and lightning in Job 37:2-3, “Keep 
listening to the thunder of his voice and the rumbling that comes from 
his mouth. Under the whole heaven he lets it go, and his lightning to 
the corners of the earth.” (ESV, א׃ יו יֵצֵֽ גֶה מִפִּ֥ הֶ֗ גֶז קֹל֑וֹ וְ֝  שִׁמְע֤וּ שָׁמ֣וֹעַ בְּרֹ֣
רֶץ׃ הָאָֽ אוֹר֗וֹ עַל־כַּנְפ֥וֹת  וְ֝ הוּ  יִשְׁרֵ֑ יִם  חַת־כָּל־הַשָּׁמַ֥  כַּנְפ֥וֹת Here the word (תַּֽ
means edge or extremity, and is the root word used for כָנָּף for “wing, 
extremity.”  Therefore, this word for corners in the English translation, 
is from the Hebrew word for “wings” as in the wings of a bird stretch-
ing out over its young. The fully stretched out wings are the extremi-
ties of the bird, therefore the corners described here about the earth is 
actually related to describing the extremities of a thing, the farthest 
reaches of the earth. When looking at the Hebrew text, this does not 
provide support for a flat earth. Here in Job Elihu is describing how 
the voice of the Lord fills all the earth, even to the farthest places, 
i.e. the ends of the earth. Another example may be given from Isaiah 
11:12.

ספר ישעיה פרק יא
ץ ל וּנְפֻצ֤וֹת יְהוּדָה֙ יְקַבֵּ֔ י יִשְׂרָאֵ֑ ף נִדְחֵ֣ ם וְאָסַ֖ א נֵס֙ לַגּוֹיִ֔  וְנָשָׂ֥

רֶץ ע כַּנְפ֥וֹת הָאָֽ מֵאַרְבַּ֖
Isaiah 11:12
11:12 And He will lift up a standard for the nations 
And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will 
gather the dispersed of Judah From the four corners 
of the earth.

Here the prophet Isaiah speaks in 11:12, of a future restoration of Isra-
el in which the dispersed of Judah will gather together from “the four 
corners of the earth.” The “four corners of the earth” again uses the 
Hebrew word  כָנָּף for “wing, extremity” as a reference to the earth’s 
farthest reaches in the four cardinal directions: north, south, east, and 
west. This is the same idea that is being conveyed by Ezekiel/s refer-
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ence to the “four winds,” he is essentially referring to the compass as 
having four directions (North, East, South, West, Ezekiel 37:3). 
	 The Scriptures we are looking at for this week is from the Haftarah 
portion from Ezekiel 37:1-14.

ספר יחזקאל פרק לז
 א   הָיְתָה עָלַי יַד-יְהֹוָה וַיּוֹצִאֵנִי בְרוּחַ יְהֹוָה וַיְנִיחֵנִי בְּתוֹךְ

 הַבִּקְעָה וְהִיא מְלֵאָה עֲצָמוֹת: ב   וְהֶעֱבִירַנִי עֲלֵיהֶם סָבִיב |
 סָבִיב וְהִנֵּה רַבּוֹת מְאֹד עַל-פְּנֵי הַבִּקְעָה וְהִנֵּה יְבֵשׁוֹת מְאֹד:

 ג   וַיּאֹמֶר אֵלַי בֶּן-אָדָם הֲתִחְיֶינָה הָעֲצָמוֹת הָאֵלֶּה וָאֹמַר
 אֲדֹנָי יְהֹוִה אַתָּה יָדָעְתָּ: ד   וַיּאֹמֶר אֵלַי הִנָּבֵא עַל-הָעֲצָמוֹת
 הָאֵלֶּה וְאָמַרְתָּ אֲלֵיהֶם הָעֲצָמוֹת הַיְבֵשׁוֹת שִׁמְעוּ דְּבַר-יְהֹוָה:

 ה   כֹּה אָמַר אֲדֹנָי יְהֹוִה לָעֲצָמוֹת הָאֵלֶּה הִנֵּה אֲנִי מֵבִיא
 בָכֶם רוּחַ וִחְיִיתֶם: ו   וְנָתַתִּי עֲלֵיכֶם גִּדִים וְהַעֲלֵתִי עֲלֵיכֶם

ר וְקָרַמְתִּי עֲלֵיכֶם עוֹר וְנָתַתִּי בָכֶם רוּחַ וִחְיִיתֶם וִידַעְתֶּם  בָּשָֹ
 כִּי-אֲנִי יְהֹוָה: ז   וְנִבֵּאתִי כַּאֲשֶׁר צֻוֵּיתִי וַיְהִי-קוֹל כְּהִנָּבְאִי
 וְהִנֵּה-רַעַשׁ וַתִּקְרְבוּ עֲצָמוֹת עֶצֶם אֶל-עַצְמוֹ: ח   וְרָאִיתִי
ר עָלָה וַיִּקְרַם עֲלֵיהֶם עוֹר מִלְמָעְ ־וְהִנֵּה-עֲלֵיהֶם גִּדִים וּבָשָֹ

 לָה וְרוּחַ אֵין בָּהֶם: ט   וַיּאֹמֶר אֵלַי הִנָּבֵא אֶל-הָרוּחַ הִנָּבֵא
 בֶן-אָדָם וְאָמַרְתָּ אֶל-הָרוּחַ כֹּה-אָמַר | אֲדֹנָי יְהֹוִה מֵאַרְבַּע

 רוּחוֹת בֹּאִי הָרוּחַ וּפְחִי בַּהֲרוּגִים הָאֵלֶּה וְיִחְיוּ: י   וְהִנַּבֵּאתִי
 כַּאֲשֶׁר צִוָּנִי וַתָּבוֹא בָהֶם הָרוּחַ וַיִּחְיוּ וַיַּעַמְדוּ עַל-רַגְלֵיהֶם
־חַיִל גָּדוֹל מְאֹד-מְאֹד:       יא   וַיּאֹמֶר אֵלַי בֶּן-אָדָם הָעֲצָ
רָאֵל הֵמָּה הִנֵּה אֹמְרִים יָבְשׁוּ עַצְ ־מוֹת הָאֵלֶּה כָּל-בֵּית יִשְֹ

 מוֹתֵינוּ וְאָבְדָה תִקְוָתֵנוּ נִגְזַרְנוּ לָנוּ: יב   לָכֵן הִנָּבֵא וְאָמַרְתָּ
 אֲלֵיהֶם כֹּה-אָמַר אֲדֹנָי יְהֹוִה הִנֵּה אֲנִי פֹתֵחַ אֶת-קִבְרוֹתֵיכֶם

וְהַעֲלֵיתִי אֶתְכֶם מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶם עַמִּי וְהֵבֵאתִי אֶתְכֶם אֶל-
רָאֵל:       יג   וִידַעְתֶּם כִּי-אֲנִי יְהֹוָה בְּפִתְחִי אֶת- אַדְמַת יִשְֹ
 קִבְרוֹתֵיכֶם וּבְהַעֲלוֹתִי אֶתְכֶם מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶם עַמִּי: יד   וְנָתַתִּי

 רוּחִי בָכֶם וִחְיִיתֶם וְהִנַּחְתִּי אֶתְכֶם עַל-אַדְמַתְכֶם וִידַעְתֶּם
יתִי נְאֻם-יְהֹוָה:  כִּי-אֲנִי יְהֹוָה דִּבַּרְתִּי וְעָשִֹ

Ezekiel 37:1-14
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37:1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought 
me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the 
middle of the valley; and it was full of bones. 37:2 He 
caused me to pass among them round about, and be-
hold, there were very many on the surface of the valley; 
and lo, they were very dry. 37:3 He said to me, ‘Son of 
man, can these bones live?’ And I answered, ‘O Lord 
God, You know.’ 37:4 Again He said to me, ‘Prophesy 
over these bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord.’ 37:5 ‘Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath to enter you 
that you may come to life. 37:6 ‘I will put sinews on 
you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin 
and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you 
will know that I am the Lord.’‘ 37:7 So I prophesied as 
I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a 
noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came to-
gether, bone to its bone. 37:8 And I looked, and behold, 
sinews were on them, and flesh grew and skin covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 37:9 Then He 
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God, 
‘Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on 
these slain, that they come to life.’’‘ 37:10 So I proph-
esied as He commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they came to life and stood on their feet, 
an exceedingly great army. 37:11 Then He said to me, 
‘Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Isra-
el; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our 
hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’ 37:12 
‘Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord God, ‘Behold, I will open your graves and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I 
will bring you into the land of Israel. 37:13 ‘Then you 
will know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your 
graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, 
My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and 
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you will come to life, and I will place you on your own 
land. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken 
and done it,’ declares the Lord.’‘ (NASB)

	 Exekiel’s vision continues saying, ד   וַיּאֹמֶר אֵלַי הִנָּבֵא עַל-הָעֲצָמוֹת 
 הָאֵלֶּה וְאָמַרְתָּ אֲלֵיהֶם הָעֲצָמוֹת הַיְבֵשׁוֹת שִׁמְעוּ דְּבַר-יְהֹוָה: ה   כֹּה אָמַר אֲדֹנָי
עֲלֵיכֶם וְנָתַתִּי  ו    וִחְיִיתֶם:  בָכֶם רוּחַ  מֵבִיא  אֲנִי  הִנֵּה  הָאֵלֶּה  לָעֲצָמוֹת   יְהֹוִה 
וִחְיִיתֶם רוּחַ  בָכֶם  וְנָתַתִּי  עוֹר  עֲלֵיכֶם  וְקָרַמְתִּי  ר  בָּשָֹ עֲלֵיכֶם  וְהַעֲלֵתִי   גִּדִים 
 Again He said to me, ‘Prophesy over these 37:4 וִידַעְתֶּם כִּי-אֲנִי יְהֹוָה:
bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.’ 37:5 
‘Thus says the Lord God to these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter you that you may come to life. 37:6 ‘I will put sinews on you, 
make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin and put breath in 
you that you may come alive; and you will know that I am the Lord.’‘ 
37:7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there 
was a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. (NASB)  We read here how the Lord is explaining exactly 
what Ezekiel is to say. The description has the bones receiving sinews, 
flesh, muscles, and skin, and then the Lord will give them ַרוּח (Ruach) 
and they will live. Here, the Lord speaks of giving the רוח and life, 
this is different from the creation account. 

ספר בראשית פרק ב
יו ח בְּאַפָּ֖ ה וַיִּפַּ֥ אֲדָמָ֔ ם עָפָר֙ מִן־הָ֣ אָדָ֗ ים אֶת־הָֽ ה אֱלֹהִ֜  וַיִּיצֶר֩ יְהוָ֨

ה׃ ם לְנֶ֥פֶשׁ חַיָּֽ אָדָ֖ י הָֽ ֽיְהִ֥ ים וַ� ת חַיִּ֑ נִשְׁמַ֣

Bereshit / Genesis 2:7
2:7 Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living being. (NASB)

What we see here in Bereshit / Genesis 2:7 is the Lord ים חַיִּ֑ ת   נִשְׁמַ֣
“breathing heavily life” into Adam. We do not see the use of the word 
ת but the word רוּחַ  instead. This suggests that the Lord God took נִשְׁמַ֣
personal action to breath life into man, as opposed to what we are see-
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ing here in the Ezekiel text of the four winds coming and giving breath 
to this army of people.
	 Ezekiel continues saying, ר  ו   וְנָתַתִּי עֲלֵיכֶם גִּדִים וְהַעֲלֵתִי עֲלֵיכֶם בָּשָֹ
 I‘ 37:6וְקָרַמְתִּי עֲלֵיכֶם עוֹר וְנָתַתִּי בָכֶם רוּחַ וִחְיִיתֶם וִידַעְתֶּם כִּי-אֲנִי יְהֹוָה:  
will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with 
skin and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will know 
that I am the Lord.’‘ (NASB) Here it is the Lord God who gives us life, 
and who is able to make us into the kind of people that He wants. 
	 Ezekiel continues saying, ז   וְנִבֵּאתִי כַּאֲשֶׁר צֻוֵּיתִי וַיְהִי-קוֹל כְּהִנָּבְאִי 
 וְהִנֵּה-רַעַשׁ וַתִּקְרְבוּ עֲצָמוֹת עֶצֶם אֶל-עַצְמוֹ: ח   וְרָאִיתִי וְהִנֵּה-עֲלֵיהֶם גִּדִים
ר עָלָה וַיִּקְרַם עֲלֵיהֶם עוֹר מִלְמָעְלָה וְרוּחַ אֵין בָּהֶם: ט   וַיּאֹמֶר אֵלַי הִנָּבֵא  וּבָשָֹ
־אֶל-הָרוּחַ הִנָּבֵא בֶן-אָדָם וְאָמַרְתָּ אֶל-הָרוּחַ כֹּה-אָמַר | אֲדֹנָי יְהֹוִה מֵאַרְבַּע רוּ

 חוֹת בֹּאִי הָרוּחַ וּפְחִי בַּהֲרוּגִים הָאֵלֶּה וְיִחְיוּ: י   וְהִנַּבֵּאתִי כַּאֲשֶׁר צִוָּנִי וַתָּבוֹא
-So I proph 37:7 בָהֶם הָרוּחַ וַיִּחְיוּ וַיַּעַמְדוּ עַל-רַגְלֵיהֶם חַיִל גָּדוֹל מְאֹד-מְאֹד:
esied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, 
and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
37:8 And I looked, and behold, sinews were on them, and flesh grew 
and skin covered them; but there was no breath in them. 37:9 Then He 
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to 
the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they come to life.’’‘ 37:10 So I 
prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they came to life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
(NASB)  Throughout Ezekiel 37 we see the phrase בן-אדם (Ezekiel 
37:9) meaning “son of man.” The phrase בן-אדם is a very well known 
phrase from the NT text as Yeshua referred to himself as being the 
son of man. This expression appears 107 times in the Hebrew Bible, 
the majority (93 times) in the Book of Ezekiel. We also note how the 
phrase בן-אדם “Son of Man” occurs 88 times in the New Testament 
and only four times outside of the gospels. Now in Ezekiel, this phrase 
is used in three main ways, (i) as a form of address, (ii) to contrast his 
lowly status of humanity against the exalted nature of God and the 
angels (Bamidbar / Numbers 23:19, Tehillim / Psalms 8:4), and (iii) 
as a future eschatological figure of whose coming will signal the end 
of history and bring the time of God’s judgment (see Daniel 7:13-
14). Notice how another aspect of Ezekiel was found in his call to 
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repentance to a people who have been exiled to Babylon. All of these 
things parallel Yeshua the Messiah in the Apostolic Writings. Point 
(iii) speaks of the end of days and coming judgementof God  and we 
know according to Daniel 7 we learn about a vision given to Daniel 
of four beasts which represent the pagan nations. Daniel 7:13-14 de-
scribes how the Ancient of Days (God) gives dominion over the earth 
to “one like a man” (ׁאֱנָ֖ש ר   Rashi explains saying, “one like a .(כְּבַ֥
man was coming” That is the King Messiah. ‘and… up to the Ancient 
of Days’ Who was sitting in judgment and judging the nations. ‘came’ 
arrived, reached. ‘And He gave him dominion’ And to that man He 
gave dominion over the nations, for the heathens he likens to beasts, 
and Israel he likens to a man because they are humble and innocent. 
‘which will not be removed.’”  Rashi’s interpretation is this בן-אדם 
is none other than the King Messiah of God. These are the reasons 
why Yeshua called himself בֶּן–הָאָדָם. We note in the Greek NT for ex-
ample from Mark 8:62 and how it is written, ὁ δὲ Ἰησοῦς εἶπεν· Ἐγώ 
εἰμι, καὶ ὄψεσθε τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἐκ δεξιῶν καθήμενον τῆς 
δυνάμεως καὶ ἐρχόμενον μετὰ τῶν νεφελῶν τοῦ οὐρανοῦ. The four 
gospels introduce the phrase, “τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου”, meaning lit-
erally “the son of the man.” This awkward expression in Greek is the 
translation of what we read here in the Hebrew Scriptures. We note the 
connection of the Messiah to this picture of resurrection that becomes 
the cornerstone of the Jewish belief in the resurrection from the dead 
to the King Messiah who is given power and authority and majesty 
over all by God. All of these things add a rich context and background 
to why Yeshua called Himself בֶּן–הָאָדָם.
	 This section of Ezekiel concludes saying, יא   וַיּאֹמֶר אֵלַי בֶּן-אָדָם 
וְאָבְדָה עַצְמוֹתֵינוּ  יָבְשׁוּ  אֹמְרִים  הִנֵּה  הֵמָּה  רָאֵל  יִשְֹ הָאֵלֶּה כָּל-בֵּית   הָעֲצָמוֹת 
 תִקְוָתֵנוּ נִגְזַרְנוּ לָנוּ: יב   לָכֵן הִנָּבֵא וְאָמַרְתָּ אֲלֵיהֶם כֹּה-אָמַר אֲדֹנָי יְהֹוִה הִנֵּה
וְהֵבֵאתִי אֶתְכֶם וְהַעֲלֵיתִי אֶתְכֶם מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶם עַמִּי   אֲנִי פֹתֵחַ אֶת-קִבְרוֹתֵיכֶם 
רָאֵל: יג   וִידַעְתֶּם כִּי-אֲנִי יְהֹוָה בְּפִתְחִי אֶת-קִבְרוֹתֵיכֶם וּבְהַעֲ ־אֶל-אַדְמַת יִשְֹ

 לוֹתִי אֶתְכֶם מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶם עַמִּי: יד   וְנָתַתִּי רוּחִי בָכֶם וִחְיִיתֶם וְהִנַּחְתִּי אֶתְכֶם
יתִי נְאֻם-יְהֹוָה:  Then 37:11 עַל-אַדְמַתְכֶם וִידַעְתֶּם כִּי-אֲנִי יְהֹוָה דִּבַּרְתִּי וְעָשִֹ
He said to me, ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; 
behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has perished. 
We are completely cut off.’ 37:12 ‘Therefore prophesy and say to them, 
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‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I will open your graves and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will bring you 
into the land of Israel. 37:13 ‘Then you will know that I am the Lord, 
when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of 
your graves, My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and 
you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then 
you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken and done it,’ declares the 
Lord.’‘ (NASB) We note specifically the verse from Ezekiel 37:11, יא   
רָאֵל הֵמָּה הִנֵּה אֹמְרִים יָבְשׁוּ  וַיּאֹמֶר אֵלַי בֶּן-אָדָם הָעֲצָמוֹת הָאֵלֶּה כָּל-בֵּית יִשְֹ
 Then He said to me, ‘Son of 37:11 עַצְמוֹתֵינוּ וְאָבְדָה תִקְוָתֵנוּ נִגְזַרְנוּ לָנוּ:
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are completely cut 
off.’ (NASB) Note how these things describes dry bones, the meaning 
of which we can derive from this vision is that there is nothing good 
that comes out of a dead person or nation. Dried bones are symbolic 
of “death” and the only one who has power over death is God.  When 
we are feeling unworthy, weak, and of no use, like dry bones, the Lord 
God Almighty can restore everything for He is capable of doing the 
unimaginable. The Word of God is powerful for at the Word of God 
all things were created! God’s Word tells us of the power of God to 
overcome all odds, and of God’s love and mercy, and of the purpose 
for our lives. Ezekiel states saying, בְּפִתְחִי יְהֹוָה  כִּי-אֲנִי  וִידַעְתֶּם   יג   
וְנָתַתִּי רוּחִי בָכֶם עַמִּי: יד    מִקִּבְרוֹתֵיכֶם  אֶתְכֶם   אֶת-קִבְרוֹתֵיכֶם וּבְהַעֲלוֹתִי 
יתִי וְעָשִֹ דִּבַּרְתִּי  יְהֹוָה  כִּי-אֲנִי  וִידַעְתֶּם  עַל-אַדְמַתְכֶם  אֶתְכֶם  וְהִנַּחְתִּי   וִחְיִיתֶם 
 Then you will know that I am the Lord, when I have‘ 37:13 נְאֻם-יְהֹוָה:
opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, 
My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and you will come to 
life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, 
the Lord, have spoken and done it,’ declares the Lord.’‘ (NASB) which 
speaks of God raising the dead, literally opening the graves and bring 
life from that which was dead! Rashi states the following concerning 
these verses:

Rashi on Ezekiel 37:11, Part 1
these bones are all the house of Israel They are an in-
timation and an example of the entire house of Israel 
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in their exile, for they say, “Our bones have become 
dried up from the troubles; our hope is lost, and what 
further hope can we have for salvation? Another ex-
planation: All of these were of Israel, and because you 
revived them now, they say, “Our hope is lost, and we 
shall not come to life once again when the dead are 
resurrected.”

These things speak to us in this special time of Passover how our 
hopelessness is turned into great hope as we have the God of all Cre-
ation on our side, to do the unimaginable! And as these things are 
connected to the King Messiah, they speak of hope, resurrection, and 
life in the Messiah Yeshua! Just as Rashi wrote, these things speak of 
a future expectation of the King Messiah, of hope, and resurrection, 
of doing the impossible, and the bringing of men out of the grave to 
be made alive to the service of God and His glory. What a powerful 
testimony Ezekiel provides for us at this time of the Passover! As God 
delivered Israel from the bondage of slavery from a great nation, and 
brought them to the mountain of Sinai to be His people in a covenant 
relationship, we too have this opportunity to make a covenant with 
God in the blood of the King Messiah Yeshua. These things speak to 
the power of God to deliver each and every one of us, and to make us 
alive, and healthy, and strong, as these things that God does for us are 
our testimony of the power of God’s Word in our lives to save and set 
us free! 
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