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פרשת
פסח
VII

Parashat Pesach 1

Shemot / Exodus 33:12-34:26, Ezekiel 37:1-14

Why Yeshua Called Himself Ben-haAdam (ֶבּן–ָהָאָדם)

 This week’s Torah Portion is for Pesach, we will look at the Haf-
tarah portion from Ezekiel 37:1-14. These scriptures from Ezekiel are 
especially important as describing the eventual return of the Judeans 
to their Land, we see a picture of resurrection that becomes the cor-
nerstone of the Jewish belief in the resurrection from the dead. One of 
the most striking aspects of these Scriptures is related to the belief that 
God is able to raise someone from the dead. Here we are told of an en-
tire nation being raised from the dead and not just a single person. This 
vision that God gave to Ezekiel, is concerning the eventual restoration 
of Israel who at this point in time, in Babylon is as dead, paralleled to 
the valley of dry bones. These Scriptures reveal to us how the Lord 
God Almighty is the giver of life, and this vision begins with the Lord 
God setting Ezekiel down in a valley full of bones. (37:1-2) Ezekiel 37 
opens stating, ה ִני ְּב֣תֹוְך ַהִּבְקָע֑ ה ַוְיִניֵח֖ ִני ְב֙רּוַח֙ ְיהָו֔ ה ָעַל֮י ַיד־ְיהָו֒ה ַוּיֹוִצֵא֤  ָהְיָת֣
ֲעָצֽמֹות׃ ה  ְמֵלָא֥ יא   The hand of the LORD came upon me. He 37:1 ְוִה֖
took me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the valley. 
It was full of bones. (Sefaria) What does Ezekiel mean when he says 
“the hand of the Lord was upon me” (ה ָעַל֮י ַיד־ְיהָו֒ה  How does ?(ָהְיָת֣
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the hand of the Lord come upon a person? Some might say that we 
always have the Holy Spirit of God within us, how can the spirit come 
upon us? I believe this is due to a rather narrow view / understanding 
of the role of the Spirit of God. There are a few places in the Scriptures 
that provide some insights, such as in 1 Samuel 10:6 Then the Spirit 
of the LORD will rush upon you, and you will prophesy with them 
and be changed into a different man. (NASB) This suggests that the 
Spirit of God can move upon a person in power as Samuel was telling 
Saul. Obviously as we read here in Ezekiel, as the text continues, we 
see how the Lord moves powerfully in Ezekiel to prophecy over the 
valley of bones and they come to life. Ezekiel 37:1 continues saying 
ַהִּבְקָע֑ה ְּב֣תֹוְך  ִני  ַוְיִניֵח֖ ה  ְיהָו֔ ְב֙רּוַח֙  ִני   where the Scriptures use the ַוּיֹוִצֵא֤
verb נּוַח written in the Hifʿîl waw-consecutive imperfect, third person 
masculine singular form, meaning “Settle down” or “rest” does this 
mean that Ezekiel was literally caught up in the air and brought to this 
valley, or did it mean he was led by the Spirit of God to this location? 
Thinking on this question, there are a few other places in the Scriptures 
that describe similar events, such as in Acts 8:39, ְכֶּשָׁעלּו ִמּתֹוְך ַהַמִּים 
 ָחְטָפה רּוַח יהוה ֶאת ִפיִליּפֹוס, ְוַהָסִּריס לֹא ָרָאה אֹותֹו עֹוד. ָאז ָנַסע ְלַדְרּכֹו
 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 8:39 ָשֵׂמַח.
snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on 
his way rejoicing. (NASB)  Here we are told the spirit snatched (ָחְטָפה) 
Philipos (ִפיִליּפֹוס) away and the ַהָסִּריס (eunuch) did not see him. In 
this instance, the spirit of God caught him up and took him away.  Paul 
also wrote according to 2 Corinthians 12:2 the following, ַמִכּיר  ֲאִני 
ַהְשִּׁליִשׁי; ָהָרִקיַע  ֶאל  ִנְלַקח  ָשִׁנים  ַאְרַבּע–ֶעְשֵׂרה  ִלְפֵני  ֲאֶשׁר  ַבָּמִּשׁיַח,   ִאיׁש 
 I know a man in 12:2 ֵאיֶנִנּי יֹוֵדַע ִאם ְבּגּופֹו אֹו ִמחּוץ ְלגּופֹו, ָהֱאֹלִהים יֹוֵדַע
Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught 
up to the third heaven. (NASB)  Another reference is from Revelation 
 הּוא ְנָשַׂאִני ְלִמְדָבּר, ָבּרּוַח, ְוָרִאיִתי ִאָשּׁה יֹוֶשֶׁבת ַעל ַחָיּה ֲאֻדָמּה ְכָּשִׁני ,17:3
 17:3 ְוַהַחָיּה ְמֵלָאה ְשׁמֹות ִגּּדּוִפים ְוִהיא ַבֲּעַלת ִשְׁבָעה ָראִשׁים ְוֶעֶשׂר ַקְרַנִים
And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having 
seven heads and ten horns. (NASB)  Here in John’s vision, the Lord 
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brought him to this place that showed him the great prostitute and the 
beast that was full of blasphemous names. The mode of transport in 
a vision may have had John simply being shown these things in the 
spirit, was this how Ezekiel was being shown these things? It is likely 
that Ezekiel was being shown a vision as opposed to actually being in 
a valley with bones as he prophesied over the bones as the Lord had 
commanded him to do. The Rashi describes this verse from Ezekiel in 
the following way.

Rashi on Ezekiel 37:1 Part 1
The hand of the Lord came upon me and carried me 
out in the spirit of the Lord, etc. Every “the hand of the 
Lord” in a prophecy is an expression of compulsion, 
meaning that the spirit would compel him to go as a 
madman to a place that the spirit desired.

Rashi describes this hand of the Lord as coming upon the prophet 
Ezekiel and driving him to wherever he is compelled to go. The text 
goes on saying, Ezekiel 37:2, ְוִהֵּנה ָסִביב   | ָסִביב  ֲעֵליֶהם  ְוֶהֱעִביַרִני   ב   
 He caused me to pass 37:2 ַרּבֹות ְמֹאד ַעל-ְּפֵני ַהִּבְקָעה ְוִהֵּנה ְיֵבׁשֹות ְמֹאד: 
among them round about, and behold, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley; and lo, they were very dry. (NASB)  these things 
suggest that in the vision the Lord lifted him causing him to go to and 
fro over the valley to observe the dry bones. 
 Ezekiel continues saying, א ֶבן־ א ֶאל־ָה֑רּוַח ִהָּנֵב֣ י ִהָּנֵב֖ אֶמר ֵאַל֔ ֹ֣ ג   ַוּי
ָה֔רּוַח ִאי  ֹּב֣ רּוחֹו֙ת  ע  ֵמַאְרַּב֤ ה  ְיהִו֗ ֲאֹדָנ֣י  ׀  ר  ה־ָאַמ֣ ֹּכֽ ֶאל־ָה֜רּוַח  ְוָאַמְרָּת֨  ָדם   ָא֠
ְחֽיּו׃ ֶּלה ְוִיֽ ים ָהֵא֖ י ַּבֲהרּוִג֥  Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the 37:3 ּוְפִח֛
breath, prophesy, O mortal! Say to the breath: Thus said the Lord 
GOD: Come, O breath, from the four winds, and breathe into these 
slain, that they may live again.” (Sefaria)  So the Lord tells Ezekiel to 
prophesy to the wind to breath life into these bones. Now it is interest-
ing how the text states Ezekiel is to prophesy to the four winds ( ־ֵמַאְר
ע רּוחֹו֙ת  This idea of the four winds, does this give credence to the .(ַּב֤
flat earthers? Revelation 7:1 also states, 7:1 “And after these things I 
saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, 



4

Digging Deeper Torah Series

nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” (NASB)  The phrase corners of the 
earth is used in several places in the Bible as a figurative term for the 
outermost borders or most distant parts of the earth. Examples of this 
may be taken from the book of Job where Job’s friend Elihu describes 
the voice of the Lord as thunder and lightning in Job 37:2-3, “Keep 
listening to the thunder of his voice and the rumbling that comes from 
his mouth. Under the whole heaven he lets it go, and his lightning to 
the corners of the earth.” (ESV, א׃ יו ֵיֵצֽ ֶגה ִמִפּ֥ ֶה֗ ֶגז ֹק֑לֹו ְו֝  ִשְׁמ֤עּו ָשׁ֣מֹוַע ְבֹּר֣
ֶרץ׃ ָהָאֽ אֹו֗רֹו ַעל־ַכְּנ֥פֹות  ְו֝ הּו  ִיְשֵׁר֑ ִים  ַחת־ָכּל־ַהָשַּׁמ֥  ַכְּנ֥פֹות Here the word (ַתּֽ
means edge or extremity, and is the root word used for ָכָּנף for “wing, 
extremity.”  Therefore, this word for corners in the English translation, 
is from the Hebrew word for “wings” as in the wings of a bird stretch-
ing out over its young. The fully stretched out wings are the extremi-
ties of the bird, therefore the corners described here about the earth is 
actually related to describing the extremities of a thing, the farthest 
reaches of the earth. When looking at the Hebrew text, this does not 
provide support for a flat earth. Here in Job Elihu is describing how 
the voice of the Lord fills all the earth, even to the farthest places, 
i.e. the ends of the earth. Another example may be given from Isaiah 
11:12.

ספר ישעיה פרק יא
ץ ל ּוְנֻפ֤צֹות ְיהּוָד֙ה ְיַקֵבּ֔ י ִיְשָׂרֵא֑ ף ִנְדֵח֣ ם ְוָאַס֖ א ֵנ֙ס ַלּגֹוִי֔  ְוָנָשׂ֥

ֶרץ ע ַכְּנ֥פֹות ָהָאֽ ֵמַאְרַבּ֖
Isaiah 11:12
11:12 And He will lift up a standard for the nations 
And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will 
gather the dispersed of Judah From the four corners 
of the earth.

Here the prophet Isaiah speaks in 11:12, of a future restoration of Isra-
el in which the dispersed of Judah will gather together from “the four 
corners of the earth.” The “four corners of the earth” again uses the 
Hebrew word  ָכָּנף for “wing, extremity” as a reference to the earth’s 
farthest reaches in the four cardinal directions: north, south, east, and 
west. This is the same idea that is being conveyed by Ezekiel/s refer-



5

MATSATI.COM Teaching Ministry

ence to the “four winds,” he is essentially referring to the compass as 
having four directions (North, East, South, West, Ezekiel 37:3). 
 The Scriptures we are looking at for this week is from the Haftarah 
portion from Ezekiel 37:1-14.

ספר יחזקאל פרק לז
 א   ָהְיָתה ָעַלי ַיד-ְיֹהָוה ַוּיֹוִצֵאִני ְברּוַח ְיֹהָוה ַוְיִניֵחִני ְּבתֹוְך

 ַהִּבְקָעה ְוִהיא ְמֵלָאה ֲעָצמֹות: ב   ְוֶהֱעִביַרִני ֲעֵליֶהם ָסִביב |
 ָסִביב ְוִהֵּנה ַרּבֹות ְמֹאד ַעל-ְּפֵני ַהִּבְקָעה ְוִהֵּנה ְיֵבׁשֹות ְמֹאד:

 ג   ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ֶּבן-ָאָדם ֲהִתְחֶייָנה ָהֲעָצמֹות ָהֵאֶּלה ָוֹאַמר
 ֲאֹדָני ְיֹהִוה ַאָּתה ָיָדְעָּת: ד   ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ִהָּנֵבא ַעל-ָהֲעָצמֹות
 ָהֵאֶּלה ְוָאַמְרָּת ֲאֵליֶהם ָהֲעָצמֹות ַהְיֵבׁשֹות ִׁשְמעּו ְּדַבר-ְיֹהָוה:

 ה   ֹּכה ָאַמר ֲאֹדָני ְיֹהִוה ָלֲעָצמֹות ָהֵאֶּלה ִהֵּנה ֲאִני ֵמִביא
 ָבֶכם רּוַח ִוְחִייֶתם: ו   ְוָנַתִּתי ֲעֵליֶכם ִּגִדים ְוַהֲעֵלִתי ֲעֵליֶכם

ר ְוָקַרְמִּתי ֲעֵליֶכם עֹור ְוָנַתִּתי ָבֶכם רּוַח ִוְחִייֶתם ִויַדְעֶּתם  ָּבָשֹ
 ִּכי-ֲאִני ְיֹהָוה: ז   ְוִנֵּבאִתי ַּכֲאֶׁשר ֻצֵּויִתי ַוְיִהי-קֹול ְּכִהָּנְבִאי
 ְוִהֵּנה-ַרַעׁש ַוִּתְקְרבּו ֲעָצמֹות ֶעֶצם ֶאל-ַעְצמֹו: ח   ְוָרִאיִתי
ר ָעָלה ַוִּיְקַרם ֲעֵליֶהם עֹור ִמְלָמְע ־ְוִהֵּנה-ֲעֵליֶהם ִּגִדים ּוָבָשֹ

 ָלה ְורּוַח ֵאין ָּבֶהם: ט   ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ִהָּנֵבא ֶאל-ָהרּוַח ִהָּנֵבא
 ֶבן-ָאָדם ְוָאַמְרָּת ֶאל-ָהרּוַח ֹּכה-ָאַמר | ֲאֹדָני ְיֹהִוה ֵמַאְרַּבע

 רּוחֹות ֹּבִאי ָהרּוַח ּוְפִחי ַּבֲהרּוִגים ָהֵאֶּלה ְוִיְחיּו: י   ְוִהַּנֵּבאִתי
 ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִצָּוִני ַוָּתבֹוא ָבֶהם ָהרּוַח ַוִּיְחיּו ַוַּיַעְמדּו ַעל-ַרְגֵליֶהם
־ַחִיל ָּגדֹול ְמֹאד-ְמֹאד:       יא   ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ֶּבן-ָאָדם ָהֲעָצ
ָרֵאל ֵהָּמה ִהֵּנה ֹאְמִרים ָיְבׁשּו ַעְצ ־מֹות ָהֵאֶּלה ָּכל-ֵּבית ִיְשֹ

 מֹוֵתינּו ְוָאְבָדה ִתְקָוֵתנּו ִנְגַזְרנּו ָלנּו: יב   ָלֵכן ִהָּנֵבא ְוָאַמְרָּת
 ֲאֵליֶהם ֹּכה-ָאַמר ֲאֹדָני ְיֹהִוה ִהֵּנה ֲאִני ֹפֵתַח ֶאת-ִקְברֹוֵתיֶכם

ְוַהֲעֵליִתי ֶאְתֶכם ִמִּקְברֹוֵתיֶכם ַעִּמי ְוֵהֵבאִתי ֶאְתֶכם ֶאל-
ָרֵאל:       יג   ִויַדְעֶּתם ִּכי-ֲאִני ְיֹהָוה ְּבִפְתִחי ֶאת- ַאְדַמת ִיְשֹ
 ִקְברֹוֵתיֶכם ּוְבַהֲעלֹוִתי ֶאְתֶכם ִמִּקְברֹוֵתיֶכם ַעִּמי: יד   ְוָנַתִּתי

 רּוִחי ָבֶכם ִוְחִייֶתם ְוִהַּנְחִּתי ֶאְתֶכם ַעל-ַאְדַמְתֶכם ִויַדְעֶּתם
יִתי ְנֻאם-ְיֹהָוה:  ִּכי-ֲאִני ְיֹהָוה ִּדַּבְרִּתי ְוָעִשֹ

Ezekiel 37:1-14
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37:1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought 
me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the 
middle of the valley; and it was full of bones. 37:2 He 
caused me to pass among them round about, and be-
hold, there were very many on the surface of the valley; 
and lo, they were very dry. 37:3 He said to me, ‘Son of 
man, can these bones live?’ And I answered, ‘O Lord 
God, You know.’ 37:4 Again He said to me, ‘Prophesy 
over these bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord.’ 37:5 ‘Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath to enter you 
that you may come to life. 37:6 ‘I will put sinews on 
you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin 
and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you 
will know that I am the Lord.’‘ 37:7 So I prophesied as 
I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a 
noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came to-
gether, bone to its bone. 37:8 And I looked, and behold, 
sinews were on them, and flesh grew and skin covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 37:9 Then He 
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God, 
‘Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on 
these slain, that they come to life.’’‘ 37:10 So I proph-
esied as He commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they came to life and stood on their feet, 
an exceedingly great army. 37:11 Then He said to me, 
‘Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Isra-
el; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our 
hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’ 37:12 
‘Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord God, ‘Behold, I will open your graves and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I 
will bring you into the land of Israel. 37:13 ‘Then you 
will know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your 
graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, 
My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and 
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you will come to life, and I will place you on your own 
land. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken 
and done it,’ declares the Lord.’‘ (NASB)

 Exekiel’s vision continues saying, ד   ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ִהָּנֵבא ַעל-ָהֲעָצמֹות 
 ָהֵאֶּלה ְוָאַמְרָּת ֲאֵליֶהם ָהֲעָצמֹות ַהְיֵבׁשֹות ִׁשְמעּו ְּדַבר-ְיֹהָוה: ה   ֹּכה ָאַמר ֲאֹדָני
ֲעֵליֶכם ְוָנַתִּתי  ו    ִוְחִייֶתם:  ָבֶכם רּוַח  ֵמִביא  ֲאִני  ִהֵּנה  ָהֵאֶּלה  ָלֲעָצמֹות   ְיֹהִוה 
ִוְחִייֶתם רּוַח  ָבֶכם  ְוָנַתִּתי  עֹור  ֲעֵליֶכם  ְוָקַרְמִּתי  ר  ָּבָשֹ ֲעֵליֶכם  ְוַהֲעֵלִתי   ִּגִדים 
 Again He said to me, ‘Prophesy over these 37:4 ִויַדְעֶּתם ִּכי-ֲאִני ְיֹהָוה:
bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.’ 37:5 
‘Thus says the Lord God to these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter you that you may come to life. 37:6 ‘I will put sinews on you, 
make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin and put breath in 
you that you may come alive; and you will know that I am the Lord.’‘ 
37:7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there 
was a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. (NASB)  We read here how the Lord is explaining exactly 
what Ezekiel is to say. The description has the bones receiving sinews, 
flesh, muscles, and skin, and then the Lord will give them רּוַח (Ruach) 
and they will live. Here, the Lord speaks of giving the רוח and life, 
this is different from the creation account. 

ספר בראשית פרק ב
יו ח ְבַּאָפּ֖ ה ַוִיַּפּ֥ ֲאָדָמ֔ ם ָעָפ֙ר ִמן־ָה֣ ָאָד֗ ים ֶאת־ָהֽ ה ֱאֹלִה֜  ַוִיּיֶצ֩ר ְיהָו֨

ה׃ ם ְלֶנֶ֥פׁש ַחָיּֽ ָאָד֖ י ָהֽ ְֽיִה֥ ים ַוֽ ת ַחִיּ֑ ִנְשַׁמ֣

Bereshit / Genesis 2:7
2:7 Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living being. (NASB)

What we see here in Bereshit / Genesis 2:7 is the Lord ים ַחִיּ֑ ת   ִנְשַׁמ֣
“breathing heavily life” into Adam. We do not see the use of the word 
ת but the word רּוַח  instead. This suggests that the Lord God took ִנְשַׁמ֣
personal action to breath life into man, as opposed to what we are see-
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ing here in the Ezekiel text of the four winds coming and giving breath 
to this army of people.
 Ezekiel continues saying, ר  ו   ְוָנַתִּתי ֲעֵליֶכם ִּגִדים ְוַהֲעֵלִתי ֲעֵליֶכם ָּבָשֹ
 I‘ 37:6ְוָקַרְמִּתי ֲעֵליֶכם עֹור ְוָנַתִּתי ָבֶכם רּוַח ִוְחִייֶתם ִויַדְעֶּתם ִּכי-ֲאִני ְיֹהָוה:  
will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with 
skin and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will know 
that I am the Lord.’‘ (NASB) Here it is the Lord God who gives us life, 
and who is able to make us into the kind of people that He wants. 
 Ezekiel continues saying, ז   ְוִנֵּבאִתי ַּכֲאֶׁשר ֻצֵּויִתי ַוְיִהי-קֹול ְּכִהָּנְבִאי 
 ְוִהֵּנה-ַרַעׁש ַוִּתְקְרבּו ֲעָצמֹות ֶעֶצם ֶאל-ַעְצמֹו: ח   ְוָרִאיִתי ְוִהֵּנה-ֲעֵליֶהם ִּגִדים
ר ָעָלה ַוִּיְקַרם ֲעֵליֶהם עֹור ִמְלָמְעָלה ְורּוַח ֵאין ָּבֶהם: ט   ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ִהָּנֵבא  ּוָבָשֹ
־ֶאל-ָהרּוַח ִהָּנֵבא ֶבן-ָאָדם ְוָאַמְרָּת ֶאל-ָהרּוַח ֹּכה-ָאַמר | ֲאֹדָני ְיֹהִוה ֵמַאְרַּבע רּו

 חֹות ֹּבִאי ָהרּוַח ּוְפִחי ַּבֲהרּוִגים ָהֵאֶּלה ְוִיְחיּו: י   ְוִהַּנֵּבאִתי ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִצָּוִני ַוָּתבֹוא
-So I proph 37:7 ָבֶהם ָהרּוַח ַוִּיְחיּו ַוַּיַעְמדּו ַעל-ַרְגֵליֶהם ַחִיל ָּגדֹול ְמֹאד-ְמֹאד:
esied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, 
and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
37:8 And I looked, and behold, sinews were on them, and flesh grew 
and skin covered them; but there was no breath in them. 37:9 Then He 
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to 
the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they come to life.’’‘ 37:10 So I 
prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they came to life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
(NASB)  Throughout Ezekiel 37 we see the phrase בן-אדם (Ezekiel 
37:9) meaning “son of man.” The phrase בן-אדם is a very well known 
phrase from the NT text as Yeshua referred to himself as being the 
son of man. This expression appears 107 times in the Hebrew Bible, 
the majority (93 times) in the Book of Ezekiel. We also note how the 
phrase בן-אדם “Son of Man” occurs 88 times in the New Testament 
and only four times outside of the gospels. Now in Ezekiel, this phrase 
is used in three main ways, (i) as a form of address, (ii) to contrast his 
lowly status of humanity against the exalted nature of God and the 
angels (Bamidbar / Numbers 23:19, Tehillim / Psalms 8:4), and (iii) 
as a future eschatological figure of whose coming will signal the end 
of history and bring the time of God’s judgment (see Daniel 7:13-
14). Notice how another aspect of Ezekiel was found in his call to 



9

MATSATI.COM Teaching Ministry

repentance to a people who have been exiled to Babylon. All of these 
things parallel Yeshua the Messiah in the Apostolic Writings. Point 
(iii) speaks of the end of days and coming judgementof God  and we 
know according to Daniel 7 we learn about a vision given to Daniel 
of four beasts which represent the pagan nations. Daniel 7:13-14 de-
scribes how the Ancient of Days (God) gives dominion over the earth 
to “one like a man” (ֱאָנׁ֖ש ר   Rashi explains saying, “one like a .(ְכַּב֥
man was coming” That is the King Messiah. ‘and… up to the Ancient 
of Days’ Who was sitting in judgment and judging the nations. ‘came’ 
arrived, reached. ‘And He gave him dominion’ And to that man He 
gave dominion over the nations, for the heathens he likens to beasts, 
and Israel he likens to a man because they are humble and innocent. 
‘which will not be removed.’”  Rashi’s interpretation is this בן-אדם 
is none other than the King Messiah of God. These are the reasons 
why Yeshua called himself ֶבּן–ָהָאָדם. We note in the Greek NT for ex-
ample from Mark 8:62 and how it is written, ὁ δὲ Ἰησοῦς εἶπεν· Ἐγώ 
εἰμι, καὶ ὄψεσθε τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἐκ δεξιῶν καθήμενον τῆς 
δυνάμεως καὶ ἐρχόμενον μετὰ τῶν νεφελῶν τοῦ οὐρανοῦ. The four 
gospels introduce the phrase, “τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου”, meaning lit-
erally “the son of the man.” This awkward expression in Greek is the 
translation of what we read here in the Hebrew Scriptures. We note the 
connection of the Messiah to this picture of resurrection that becomes 
the cornerstone of the Jewish belief in the resurrection from the dead 
to the King Messiah who is given power and authority and majesty 
over all by God. All of these things add a rich context and background 
to why Yeshua called Himself ֶבּן–ָהָאָדם.
 This section of Ezekiel concludes saying, יא   ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ֶּבן-ָאָדם 
ְוָאְבָדה ַעְצמֹוֵתינּו  ָיְבׁשּו  ֹאְמִרים  ִהֵּנה  ֵהָּמה  ָרֵאל  ִיְשֹ ָהֵאֶּלה ָּכל-ֵּבית   ָהֲעָצמֹות 
 ִתְקָוֵתנּו ִנְגַזְרנּו ָלנּו: יב   ָלֵכן ִהָּנֵבא ְוָאַמְרָּת ֲאֵליֶהם ֹּכה-ָאַמר ֲאֹדָני ְיֹהִוה ִהֵּנה
ְוֵהֵבאִתי ֶאְתֶכם ְוַהֲעֵליִתי ֶאְתֶכם ִמִּקְברֹוֵתיֶכם ַעִּמי   ֲאִני ֹפֵתַח ֶאת-ִקְברֹוֵתיֶכם 
ָרֵאל: יג   ִויַדְעֶּתם ִּכי-ֲאִני ְיֹהָוה ְּבִפְתִחי ֶאת-ִקְברֹוֵתיֶכם ּוְבַהֲע ־ֶאל-ַאְדַמת ִיְשֹ

 לֹוִתי ֶאְתֶכם ִמִּקְברֹוֵתיֶכם ַעִּמי: יד   ְוָנַתִּתי רּוִחי ָבֶכם ִוְחִייֶתם ְוִהַּנְחִּתי ֶאְתֶכם
יִתי ְנֻאם-ְיֹהָוה:  Then 37:11 ַעל-ַאְדַמְתֶכם ִויַדְעֶּתם ִּכי-ֲאִני ְיֹהָוה ִּדַּבְרִּתי ְוָעִשֹ
He said to me, ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; 
behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has perished. 
We are completely cut off.’ 37:12 ‘Therefore prophesy and say to them, 
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‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I will open your graves and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will bring you 
into the land of Israel. 37:13 ‘Then you will know that I am the Lord, 
when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of 
your graves, My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and 
you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then 
you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken and done it,’ declares the 
Lord.’‘ (NASB) We note specifically the verse from Ezekiel 37:11, יא   
ָרֵאל ֵהָּמה ִהֵּנה ֹאְמִרים ָיְבׁשּו  ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאַלי ֶּבן-ָאָדם ָהֲעָצמֹות ָהֵאֶּלה ָּכל-ֵּבית ִיְשֹ
 Then He said to me, ‘Son of 37:11 ַעְצמֹוֵתינּו ְוָאְבָדה ִתְקָוֵתנּו ִנְגַזְרנּו ָלנּו:
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are completely cut 
off.’ (NASB) Note how these things describes dry bones, the meaning 
of which we can derive from this vision is that there is nothing good 
that comes out of a dead person or nation. Dried bones are symbolic 
of “death” and the only one who has power over death is God.  When 
we are feeling unworthy, weak, and of no use, like dry bones, the Lord 
God Almighty can restore everything for He is capable of doing the 
unimaginable. The Word of God is powerful for at the Word of God 
all things were created! God’s Word tells us of the power of God to 
overcome all odds, and of God’s love and mercy, and of the purpose 
for our lives. Ezekiel states saying, ְּבִפְתִחי ְיֹהָוה  ִּכי-ֲאִני  ִויַדְעֶּתם   יג   
ְוָנַתִּתי רּוִחי ָבֶכם ַעִּמי: יד    ִמִּקְברֹוֵתיֶכם  ֶאְתֶכם   ֶאת-ִקְברֹוֵתיֶכם ּוְבַהֲעלֹוִתי 
יִתי ְוָעִשֹ ִּדַּבְרִּתי  ְיֹהָוה  ִּכי-ֲאִני  ִויַדְעֶּתם  ַעל-ַאְדַמְתֶכם  ֶאְתֶכם  ְוִהַּנְחִּתי   ִוְחִייֶתם 
 Then you will know that I am the Lord, when I have‘ 37:13 ְנֻאם-ְיֹהָוה:
opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, 
My people. 37:14 ‘I will put My Spirit within you and you will come to 
life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, 
the Lord, have spoken and done it,’ declares the Lord.’‘ (NASB) which 
speaks of God raising the dead, literally opening the graves and bring 
life from that which was dead! Rashi states the following concerning 
these verses:

Rashi on Ezekiel 37:11, Part 1
these bones are all the house of Israel They are an in-
timation and an example of the entire house of Israel 
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in their exile, for they say, “Our bones have become 
dried up from the troubles; our hope is lost, and what 
further hope can we have for salvation? Another ex-
planation: All of these were of Israel, and because you 
revived them now, they say, “Our hope is lost, and we 
shall not come to life once again when the dead are 
resurrected.”

These things speak to us in this special time of Passover how our 
hopelessness is turned into great hope as we have the God of all Cre-
ation on our side, to do the unimaginable! And as these things are 
connected to the King Messiah, they speak of hope, resurrection, and 
life in the Messiah Yeshua! Just as Rashi wrote, these things speak of 
a future expectation of the King Messiah, of hope, and resurrection, 
of doing the impossible, and the bringing of men out of the grave to 
be made alive to the service of God and His glory. What a powerful 
testimony Ezekiel provides for us at this time of the Passover! As God 
delivered Israel from the bondage of slavery from a great nation, and 
brought them to the mountain of Sinai to be His people in a covenant 
relationship, we too have this opportunity to make a covenant with 
God in the blood of the King Messiah Yeshua. These things speak to 
the power of God to deliver each and every one of us, and to make us 
alive, and healthy, and strong, as these things that God does for us are 
our testimony of the power of God’s Word in our lives to save and set 
us free! 
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