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פרשת
בא 

Parashat Bo

Shemot /  Exodus 10:1–13:16, Jer. 46:13–28
Mark 3:7–19

The Lord God Almighty as both a Redeemer 
and a Destroyer

 This week’s Torah portion opens with Shemot / Exodus 10:1-2, א   
 ַוּיֹאֶמר ְיהָֹוה ֶאל-ֹמֶׁשה ּבֹא ֶאל-ַּפְרֹעה ִּכי-ֲאִני ִהְכַּבְדִּתי ֶאת-ִלּבֹו ְוֶאת-ֵלב ֲעָבָדיו
 ְלַמַען ִׁשִתי ֹאֹתַתי ֵאֶּלה ְּבִקְרּבֹו: ב   ּוְלַמַען ְּתַסֵּפר ְּבָאְזֵני ִבְנָך ּוֶבן-ִּבְנָך ֵאת ֲאֶׁשר
ְמִּתי ָבם ִויַדְעֶּתם ִּכי-ֲאִני ְיהָֹוה:  10:1 ִהְתַעַּלְלִּתי ְּבִמְצַרִים ְוֶאת-ֹאֹתַתי ֲאֶׁשר-ַשֹ
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his 
heart and the heart of his servants, that I may perform these signs of 
Mine among them,10:2 and that you may tell in the hearing of your 
son, and of your grandson, how I made a mockery of the Egyptians and 
how I performed My signs among them, that you may know that I am 
the Lord.’ (NASB)  We note how the Hebrew text is written, the Lord 
God of Israel speaks the words ִהְכַּבְדִּתי ֶאת-ִלּבו “I have hardened his 
heart” using the word ָכֵּבד, a verb meaning “be heavy, weighty, bur-
densome, honoured.” When looking at the use of the word ָכֵּבד to de-
scribe what the Lord God has done, I am reminded of the Niphal verb 
form meaning of ָכֵּבד “to get oneself glory or honour, gain glory.” The 
use of this word may suggest how the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, 
by causing Pharaoh to glory in himself, he was prideful!  This is a very 
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likely path to hardening of the heart that took place up until the very 
end of the plagues God brought upon Egypt. The last plague was the 
death of the first born where the Lord God established the Passover. 
The Torah states the following, Shemot / Exodus 12:12-14, יב   ְוָעַבְרִּתי 
 ְבֶאֶרץ-ִמְצַרִים ַּבַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה ְוִהֵּכיִתי ָכל-ְּבכֹור ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ֵמָאָדם ְוַעד-ְּבֵהָמה
ה ְׁשָפִטים ֲאִני ְיהָֹוה: יג   ְוָהָיה ַהָּדם ָלֶכם ְלֹאת ַעל  ּוְבָכל-ֱאֹלֵהי ִמְצַרִים ֶאֱעֶשֹ
 ַהָּבִּתים ֲאֶׁשר ַאֶּתם ָׁשם ְוָרִאיִתי ֶאת-ַהָּדם ּוָפַסְחִּתי ֲעֵלֶכם ְולֹא-ִיְהֶיה ָבֶכם ֶנֶגף
 ְלַמְׁשִחית ְּבַהֹּכִתי ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים: יד   ְוָהָיה ַהּיֹום ַהֶּזה ָלֶכם ְלִזָּכרֹון ְוַחֹּגֶתם ֹאתֹו
 For I will go through the‘ 12:12 ַחג ַליהָֹוה ְלֹדֹרֵתיֶכם ֻחַּקת עֹוָלם ְּתָחֻּגהּו:
land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt 
I will execute judgments I am the Lord. 12:13 ‘The blood shall be a 
sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I 
will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when 
I strike the land of Egypt. 12:14 ‘Now this day will be a memorial to 
you, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your 
generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent ordinance. (NASB)  
It is interesting how the Torah states that the Lord God Himself will 
go throughout the land of Egypt (ְבֶאֶרץ-ִמְצַרִים) and strike down all the 
first born (ְוִהֵּכיִתי ָכל-ְּבכֹור), of both man and beast. We note again how 
the Hebrew text is written. The Lord God is not sending a “messen-
ger” to do this work of striking down all the first born. The Hebrew 
text states ְוָעַבְרִּתי ְבֶאֶרץ-ִמְצַרִים ַּבַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה “and I will go through the 
land of Egypt this night.”  This whole paragraph is meant to be some-
thing that Moshe tells to all of Israel. Now because of this, it would 
be expected that the text would have said  וָעַבר ְבֶאֶרץ-ִמְצַרִים “and He 
will go through the land of Egypt,” rather than ְוָעַבְרִּתי ְבֶאֶרץ-ִמְצַרִים 
“and I will go through the land of Egypt.” (Rabbeinu Bahya, Shemot 
/ Exodus 12:12 Part 1) The emphasis on the ending תי on ְוָעַבְרִּתי 
teaches us something about God, that He personally and not any agent 
or messenger would execute all of the first born children. Sforno on 
Shemot / Exodus 12:12 Part 1 explain ְוָעַבְרִּתי, in the sense of Tehillim 
/ Psalms 78:50 ּ֥פֹו יב ְלַא֫ ָנִת֗ ס    ”,He cleared a path for His anger“ ,ְיַפֵּל֥
note the context and Tehillim / Psalms 78:51 (ִים ְּבִמְצָר֑ ָּכל־ְּב֣כֹור   ַוַּיְ֣֣ך 
“He struck every first-born in Egypt”) this Psalm is referring back 
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to this text in Shemot / Exodus 12:12. What Sforno is pointing out 
is what an angel could not do and only God could do, as being able 
to distinguish between the innocent and the guilty. The rabbis phrase 
this as saying, אני ולא מלאך, אני ולא שרף, אני ולא השליח, אני ה, “I 
and not an angel; I and not a Saraph (an angel); I and not someone 
whom I usually delegate such a task to; I, all by Myself.”  The point is 
based upon the text, the Lord God is saying that he will not delegate 
this task to anyone else. It was in this way that God personally both 
delivered Israel and put to death her enemies! Another way of saying 
this is that The Lord God Almighty functions as both a Redeemer and 
a Destroyer, depending upon whose side you’re on!
 The Scriptures we are looking at for this week are from Shemot / 
Exodus 12:1-12.

ספר שמות פרק יב
 א   ַוּיֹאֶמר ְיהָֹוה ֶאל-ֹמֶׁשה ְוֶאל-ַאֲהֹרן ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ֵלאֹמר:
 ב   ַהֹחֶדׁש ַהֶּזה ָלֶכם רֹאׁש ֳחָדִׁשים ִראׁשֹון הּוא ָלֶכם ְלָחְדֵׁשי
ָרֵאל ֵלאֹמר ֶּבָעֹשר ַלֹחֶדׁש  ַהָּׁשָנה: ג   ַּדְּברּו ֶאל-ָּכל-ֲעַדת ִיְשֹ
ה ַלָּבִית: ד   ְוִאם- ה ְלֵבית-ָאֹבת ֶשֹ ַהֶּזה ְוִיְקחּו ָלֶהם ִאיׁש ֶשֹ

 ִיְמַעט ַהַּבִית ִמְהיֹות ִמֶּׂשה ְוָלַקח הּוא ּוְׁשֵכנֹו ַהָּקֹרב ֶאל-ֵּביתֹו
ה  ְּבִמְכַסת ְנָפֹׁשת ִאיׁש ְלִפי ָאְכלֹו ָּתֹכּסּו ַעל-ַהֶּׂשה: ה   ֶשֹ
ים ּוִמן-ָהִעִּזים  ָתִמים ָזָכר ֶּבן-ָׁשָנה ִיְהֶיה ָלֶכם ִמן-ַהְּכָבִשֹ

ר יֹום ַלֹחֶדׁש  ִּתָּקחּו: ו   ְוָהָיה ָלֶכם ְלִמְׁשֶמֶרת ַעד ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָשֹ
ָרֵאל ֵּבין ָהַעְרָּבִים:  ַהֶּזה ְוָׁשֲחטּו ֹאתֹו ֹּכל ְקַהל ֲעַדת-ִיְשֹ

 ז   ְוָלְקחּו ִמן-ַהָּדם ְוָנְתנּו ַעל-ְׁשֵּתי ַהְּמזּוֹזת ְוַעל-ַהַּמְׁשקֹוף
ר  ַעל ַהָּבִּתים ֲאֶׁשר-יֹאְכלּו ֹאתֹו ָּבֶהם: ח   ְוָאְכלּו ֶאת-ַהָּבָשֹ
ַּבַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה ְצִלי-ֵאׁש ּוַמּצֹות ַעל-ְמֹרִרים יֹאְכֻלהּו: ט   ַאל-

 ּתֹאְכלּו ִמֶּמּנּו ָנא ּוָבֵׁשל ְמֻבָּׁשל ַּבָּמִים ִּכי ִאם-ְצִלי-ֵאׁש רֹאׁשֹו
 ַעל-ְּכָרָעיו ְוַעל-ִקְרּבֹו: י   ְולֹא-תֹוִתירּו ִמֶּמּנּו ַעד-ֹּבֶקר

ֹרפּו: יא   ְוָכָכה ּתֹאְכלּו ֹאתֹו  ְוַהֹּנָתר ִמֶּמּנּו ַעד-ֹּבֶקר ָּבֵאׁש ִּתְשֹ
־ָמְתֵניֶכם ֲחֻגִרים ַנֲעֵליֶכם ְּבַרְגֵליֶכם ּוַמֶּקְלֶכם ְּבֶיְדֶכם ַוֲאַכ

ְלֶּתם ֹאתֹו ְּבִחָּפזֹון ֶּפַסח הּוא ַליהָֹוה: יב   ְוָעַבְרִּתי ְבֶאֶרץ־
 ִמְצַרִים ַּבַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה ְוִהֵּכיִתי ָכל-ְּבכֹור ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ֵמָאָדם

ה ְׁשָפִטים ֲאִני ְיהָֹוה: יג    ְוַעד-ְּבֵהָמה ּוְבָכל-ֱאֹלֵהי ִמְצַרִים ֶאֱעֶשֹ
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 ְוָהָיה ַהָּדם ָלֶכם ְלֹאת ַעל ַהָּבִּתים ֲאֶׁשר ַאֶּתם ָׁשם ְוָרִאיִתי
 ֶאת-ַהָּדם ּוָפַסְחִּתי ֲעֵלֶכם ְולֹא-ִיְהֶיה ָבֶכם ֶנֶגף ְלַמְׁשִחית

 ְּבַהֹּכִתי ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים: יד   ְוָהָיה ַהּיֹום ַהֶּזה ָלֶכם ְלִזָּכרֹון
ְוַחֹּגֶתם ֹאתֹו ַחג ַליהָֹוה ְלֹדֹרֵתיֶכם ֻחַּקת עֹוָלם ְּתָחֻּגהּו:

Shemot / Exodus 12:1-14
12:1 Now the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land 
of Egypt, 12:2 ‘This month shall be the beginning of 
months for you; it is to be the first month of the year 
to you. 12:3 ‘Speak to all the congregation of Israel, 
saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to 
take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers’ 
households, a lamb for each household. 12:4 ‘Now if 
the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his 
neighbor nearest to his house are to take one accord-
ing to the number of persons in them; according to 
what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb. 
12:5 ‘Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year 
old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 
12:6 ‘You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the 
same month, then the whole assembly of the congre-
gation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. 12:7 ‘Moreover, 
they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they 
eat it. 12:8 ‘They shall eat the flesh that same night, 
roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. 12:9 ‘Do not eat any of it raw 
or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted with fire, 
both its head and its legs along with its entrails. 12:10 
‘And you shall not leave any of it over until morning, 
but whatever is left of it until morning, you shall burn 
with fire. 12:11 ‘Now you shall eat it in this manner: 
with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste 
it is the Lord’s Passover. 12:12 ‘For I will go through 
the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down 
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and 
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beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments I am the Lord. 12:13 ‘The blood shall be a 
sign for you on the houses where you live; and when 
I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague 
will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land 
of Egypt. 12:14 ‘Now this day will be a memorial to 
you, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you are to celebrate it as 
a permanent ordinance. (NASB)

 The Hebrew bible states expressly that the Lord God of Israel went 
in to destroy the first born. It seems that the Lord God in His love for 
Israel personally both delivered Israel and put to death her enemies! 
Nachmanides is more of a rationalist and tries to say that God did 
employ an assistant in the sense of a messenger. However, if this had 
been the case His delegates would not have been able to distinguish 
between Jewish and Egyptian firstborns seeing that from the vantage 
point of that attribute they had not deserved to be saved. (Rabbeinu 
Bahya, Shemot / Exodus 12:12 Part 2) This is quite an interesting 
conclusion! This is a rabbinic way of saying the children of Israel had 
“unmerited favor,” and that it was because of the Promises of God 
they were saved tied to the Passover. This is the argument the Rabbis 
give on why God Himself had to carry out the plague (striking down 
the first born).  In addition to this, Rashi, quotes from the Mechilta 
to also explain that “on all the deities of Egypt I shall execute judg-
ments” which is stated explicitly in the text, ה  ּוְבָכל-ֱאֹלֵהי ִמְצַרִים ֶאֱעֶשֹ
 This is also how the Talmud (Shemot / Exodus 12:12) .ְׁשָפִטים ֲאִני ְיהָֹוה
portrays these verse. 

Talmud Bavli Sukkah 29a:12
The Sages said: There is no nation that is afflicted 
whose god is not afflicted with it, as it is stated: “And 
against all the gods of Egypt I will mete out judgment; 
I am God” (Exodus 12:12). The Gemara adds: When 
the Jewish people perform God’s will, they need not 
fear any of these omens, as it is stated: “Thus says the 
Lord: Learn not the way of the nations, and be not dis-
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mayed at the signs of Heaven; for the nations are dis-
mayed at them” (Jeremiah 10:2). The nations will be 
dismayed, but the Jewish people will not be dismayed, 
provided they do not follow the ways of the nations.

We note how the Lord God personally came down from heaven to de-
liver His people and destroy the gods of Egypt. This is the meaning of 
the phrase, writing אני הוא ולא אחר, “I alone and no one else.” This 
expression explains all that has been written before, i.e. why in this 
instance God personally meted out the punishment for sin as opposed 
to an angel, i.e. as in the example when an angel killed 185,000 men 
of Sancherib’s army all in the same night without assistance. (2 Kings 
19:35) 
 When discussing the topic of both redeemer and destroyer, this 
things reminds me of what is written according to the book of Joshua.

ספר יהושע פרק כ
ָרֵאל  א   ַוְיַדֵּבר ְיֹהָוה ֶאל-ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ֵלאֹמר: ב   ַּדֵּבר ֶאל-ְּבֵני ִיְשֹ
ֵלאֹמר ְּתנּו ָלֶכם ֶאת-ָעֵרי ַהִּמְקָלט ֲאֶׁשר-ִּדַּבְרִּתי ֲאֵליֶכם ְּבַיד־

 ֹמֶׁשה: ג   ָלנּוס ָׁשָּמה רֹוֵצַח ַמֵּכה-ֶנֶפׁש ִּבְׁשָגָגה ִּבְבִלי-ָדַעת
ְוָהיּו ָלֶכם ְלִמְקָלט ִמֹּגֵאל ַהָּדם:

Joshua 20:1-3
20:1 Then the Lord spoke to Joshua, saying, 20:2 
‘Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘Designate the 
cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you through Mo-
ses, 20:3 that the manslayer who kills any person un-
intentionally, without premeditation, may flee there, 
and they shall become your refuge from the avenger of 
blood. (NASB)

It is interesting how the text is written, ־ָלנּוס ָׁשָּמה רֹוֵצַח ַמֵּכה-ֶנֶפׁש ִּבְׁש
 that the manslayer who kills“ ָגָגה ִּבְבִלי-ָדַעת ְוָהיּו ָלֶכם ְלִמְקָלט ִמֹּגֵאל ַהָּדם
any person unintentionally, without premeditation, may flee there, and 
they shall become your refuge from the avenger of blood.”  The word 
goel (ֹּגֵאל) here means “to redeem, act as kinsman-redeemer, avenge, 
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revenge, ransom, do the part of a kinsman”  What these things speak 
to us about is concerning the redeemer, the goel (ֹּגֵאל) can function as 
both a redeemer and an avenger or destroyer, just as we are seeing here 
in this week’s Torah Portion in relation to God Himself! These things 
are consistent with the NT account of the Lord God Almighty and His 
goel (ֹּגֵאל) Yeshua the Messiah. Many references may be found in the 
NT, the following are just a couple to illustrate this point from 2 Thes-
salonians 1:5-12 and Revelation 6:9-11.

2 Thessalonians 1:5-12
1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judg-
ment so that you will be considered worthy of the king-
dom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 1:6 
For after all it is only just for God to repay with afflic-
tion those who afflict you, 1:7 and to give relief to you 
who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus 
will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in 
flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who 
do not know God and to those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay the pen-
alty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of 
the Lord and from the glory of His power, 1:10 when 
He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and 
to be marveled at among all who have believed for our 
testimony to you was believed. 1:11 To this end also we 
pray for you always, that our God will count you wor-
thy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness 
and the work of faith with power, 1:12 so that the name 
of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in 
Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (NASB)

Revelation 6:9-11
6:9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw under-
neath the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
because of the word of God, and because of the testi-
mony which they had maintained; 6:10 and they cried 
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out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging 
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’ 6:11 And 
there was given to each of them a white robe; and they 
were told that they should rest for a little while lon-
ger, until the number of their fellow servants and their 
brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, 
would be completed also. (NASB)

The thing to note and the point of this article is in relation to the NT 
account of Yeshua as our goel (ֹּגֵאל, redeemer). The NT also states that 
Yeshua is our avenger as well as we see according to 2 Thessalonians 
1:5-12.  It is also important to know how the NT text is consistent with 
Torah using these Torah centric principles of who God is, and who the 
Messiah of God is as He lovingly delivers and protects us. 
 Isaiah speaks the following to Israel in regards to the fear of the 
Lord saying according to Isaiah 8:13-16:

ספר ישעיה פרק ח
־יג   ֶאת-ְיֹהָוה ְצָבאֹות ֹאתֹו ַתְקִּדיׁשּו ְוהּוא מֹוַרֲאֶכם ְוהּוא ַמ

 ֲעִרְצֶכם: יד   ְוָהָיה ְלִמְקָּדׁש ּוְלֶאֶבן ֶנֶגף ּוְלצּור ִמְכׁשֹול ִלְׁשֵני
ָרֵאל ְלַפח ּוְלמֹוֵקׁש ְליֹוֵׁשב ְירּוָׁשָלם: טו   ְוָכְׁשלּו ָבם  ָבֵּתי ִיְשֹ
 ַרִּבים ְוָנְפלּו ְוִנְׁשָּברּו ְונֹוְקׁשּו ְוִנְלָּכדּו:       טז   צֹור ְּתעּוָדה

ֲחתֹום ּתֹוָרה ְּבִלֻּמָדי:

Isaiah 8:13-16
8:13 ‘It is the Lord of hosts whom you should regard 
as holy. And He shall be your fear, And He shall be 
your dread. 8:14 ‘Then He shall become a sanctuary; 
But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a 
rock to stumble over, And a snare and a trap for the in-
habitants of Jerusalem. 8:15 ‘Many will stumble over 
them, Then they will fall and be broken; They will even 
be snared and caught.’ 8:16 Bind up the testimony, seal 
the law among my disciples. (NASB)
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Isaiah states the following, ֶאת-ְיֹהָוה ְצָבאֹות ֹאתֹו ַתְקִּדיׁשּו ְוהּוא מֹוַרֲאֶכם 
 .It is the Lord of hosts whom you should regard as holy“ ְוהּוא ַמֲעִרְצֶכם
And He shall be your fear, And He shall be your dread.”  Isaiah uses 
the words מֹוָרא meaning “fear” and ָעַרץ meaning “to cause to trem-
ble, in terror.”  Isaiah goes on to speak of the Lord Himself becoming 
a sanctuary (a mishkhan) and that He will be both a stone to strike and 
a rock to stumble over and a snare to trap. These things are coupled to 
what Isaiah says in 8:16, צֹור ְּתעּוָדה ֲחתֹום ּתֹוָרה ְּבִלֻּמָדי “Bind up the 
testimony, seal the law among my disciples” We note how the Torah 
is coupled to all of these things. The people of Israel as this time was 
living their in a lawless manner. When doing this just as Isaiah said, 
the Lord is to be feared!  Yeshua emphasizes the significance of not 
having God’s Torah in our lives saying “depart from me you working 
of lawlessness” (Matthew 7:23).  These things speak to the signifi-
cance of the Torah (instruction of God) in our lives, and highlights the 
dangers of modern theologies that teach man is not responsible to the 
commands of God as being a child in His house! Modern theologies 
promote the idea that Paul taught contrary to Moshe. Based upon the 
Torah and elsewhere, this would make Paul a heretic. We read ac-
cording to the Torah the following, Devarim / Deuteronomy 18:18, 
 יח   ָנִביא ָאִקים ָלֶהם ִמֶּקֶרב ֲאֵחיֶהם ָּכמֹוָך ְוָנַתִּתי ְדָבַרי ְּבִפיו ְוִדֶּבר ֲאֵליֶהם
 ֵאת ָּכל-ֲאֶׁשר ֲאַצֶּוּנּו: יט   ְוָהָיה ָהִאיׁש ֲאֶׁשר לֹא-ִיְׁשַמע ֶאל-ְּדָבַרי ֲאֶׁשר ְיַדֵּבר
ָיִזיד ְלַדֵּבר ָּדָבר ִּבְׁשִמי ֵאת  ִּבְׁשִמי ָאֹנִכי ֶאְדרׁש ֵמִעּמֹו: כ   ַאְך ַהָּנִביא ֲאֶׁשר 
 ֲאֶׁשר לֹא-ִצִּויִתיו ְלַדֵּבר ַוֲאֶׁשר ְיַדֵּבר ְּבֵׁשם ֱאֹלִהים ֲאֵחִרים ּוֵמת ַהָּנִביא ַההּוא:
 18:18 כא   ְוִכי תֹאַמר ִּבְלָבֶבָך ֵאיָכה ֵנַדע ֶאת-ַהָּדָבר ֲאֶׁשר לֹא-ִדְּברֹו ְיהָֹוה:
‘I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and 
I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him. 18:19 ‘It shall come about that whoever will not listen 
to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require 
it of him. 18:20 ‘But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously 
in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he 
speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.’ 18:21 ‘You 
may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word which the Lord 
has not spoken?’ 18:22 ‘When a prophet speaks in the name of the 
Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing 
which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptu-
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ously; you shall not be afraid of him. (NASB)  These verses describe the 
 false prophet as the one who presume to speak for the Lord נביא שקר
while speaking contrary to the Torah. This is what modern theologies 
today teach (i.e. dispensationalism, etc). The real question we should 
ask ourselves is whether we are believing and teaching a theology or 
are we believing and teaching what is actually written in the Word of 
God? This week’s Torah portion illustrates how the Lord Almighty is 
the one we are to regard as holy, He is the one we are to fear, He is 
the one we are to dread (Isaiah 8:13) and is connected to whether we 
are binding or not binding His Torah (instruction) to our lives. (Isaiah 
8:16) We note the parallels to the goel (ֹּגֵאל, redeemer), to God, and to 
the Messiah, in both the Tanakh and the NT as being both a redeemer 
and a destroyer. Can we excuse this as only for Old Testament times 
which is the typical and principle conclusion? Isaiah inspired by God 
goes on to say in the next verse that He (God) will be a sanctuary, but 
for those who do not know Him and do not keep His Words, He will be 
“a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
(Isaiah 8:14) The heart of our faith is to believe in Yeshua the Messiah 
and the work that He has done on our behalf to save us from our sins. 
Salvation as we see here in this week’s Torah portion is “unmerited 
favor,” there is nothing we can do without God’s help, this includes 
even having faith and having love for God and His Word! And if we are 
seeking the Lord God Almighty and His Son Yeshua, believing in the 
promises of God, and asking the Lord to work and live in and through 
us according to His Word, helping us to order our lives according to 
His Word, we can be assured that He will be with us. We can also be 
assured that the Lord is our salvation, He is out redeemer, and not our 
destroyer!


