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Parashat Wufesiuzv

Bereshit / Genesis 5T:1-40:23, Amos Z:4-58,
]a/m Z:13-4:42

Listening to the Sound of the Trumpet

In this week’s Torah Portion we learn about Joseph, his dreams,
how his brothers become jealous of him, how they wanted to kill him,
and instead sold him into slavery. This is where we pick up in the

narrative according to Bereshit / Genesis 39:1-4, =7%n 77377 701"
DUORYHYIT TR %R WY D2eD 1 A9 0219 990w P iy
RY TN YR 39:1 When Joseph was taken down to Egypt, a cer-
tain Egyptian, Potiphar, a courtier of Pharaoh and his chief steward,
bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him there.717? *7°1
2SRRI IR D222 i) 10980 WX 090 N0P DR 39:2 The LORD was
with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he stayed in the house
of his Egyptian master. 57 7Y RI7™IWR 291 IR 7377 °2 PITR RN
3702 1930 39:3 And when his master saw that the LORD was with
him and that the LORD lent success to everything he undertook, X311
722 103 27990 102709 AIpan R Ny Yry2 ARt 39:4
he took a liking to Joseph. He made him his personal attendant and
put him in charge of his household, placing in his hands all that he

owned. (SEFARIA) The text here states that God’s blessing was upon
Joseph causing him to prosper in all that he set his hand to do. The rab-
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bis draw out an interesting observation according to the commentary
Abarbanel on Torah, Bereshit / Genesis 39.2 Part 1.

Abarbanel on Torah, Bereshit / Genesis 39.2 Part 1
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Now Joseph, despite being merely a slave to the rul-
ing classes, constantly retained the fear of God before
his eyes, and had the Almighty in mind throughout the
course of his activities. It is regarding this that (the
Torah) states: ‘And the Lord was with Joseph’, i.e. that
the thought of Him was always in Joseph's mind. Ac-
cordingly, as a reward for this, he became a person
who succeeded in every venture he undertook.

The commentary points out that Joseph regained his fear of the Lord
and kept the fear of God before his eyes throughout the course of his
activities and his life. This is an important point and is one Paul draws
out in His commentary to the Colossians saying in Colossians 3:17
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. (NASB) and 3:22
Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not
with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sin-
cerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 3:23 Whatever you do, do your work
heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men. (NASB) This is a very
important observation as Joseph functions to remind us how keeping
the way of God in our minds daily will lead to the Lord being with
us in everything we do. This is similar to what Solomon wrote in the

Proverbs saying in Mishley / Proverbs 3:5-6, 3227222 MiM™O8 M3
YWRTOR AN39R) Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And do
not rely on your own understanding. “fIR W RITT1YT 7°2777722
1) In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths
straight. (SEFARIA) Solomon writes how we are to trust in God and
acknowledge Him in all our ways RAIR W 31 “He will make
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the course of your life straight.” This is another way of saying the
Lord will direct our path or our lives. The way Joseph relied upon the
Lord, it did not matter what situation life had brought him, and even
the injustice that he received from Potiphar’s wife, her false accusa-
tion, and Potiphar punished him by imprisonment. Joseph remained
faithful to the Lord.

Now the Rabbis say that it was because Joseph had kept the
through of God in his mind and in his heart as the reason wny God
had blessed him. As we read on in the Scriptures, there was more to
Joseph than simply keeping the thought of God in his mind. We are

told according to the text, “the Lord was with Joseph” ~N& i1 M

n01> because Joseph was faithful to walk in God’s ways of truth and
life, so as not to sin with Potipher’s wife the Lord God did not aban-
don him. Because of this, the Lord blessed him not just in Potiphar’s
house, he was blessed when he went into prison as well, and he was
blessed to become the viceroy of Egypt for 80 years of his life. The
point is those how are poor generally express their gratitude to God
in all that they have displaying the fear of the Lord when compared
to those who are wealthy. It is remarkable how Joseph responded as
being in a position of great power in Potiphar’s household, being in
charge over all that Potiphar owned. Joseph responded in the fear of
the Lord refusing to do something God would not approve of. Joseph
continued to be faithful in this way even when placed in charge over
all of Egypt too.

The commentary Or HaChaim on Bereshit / Genesis 39:17 Part
2 makes another interesting observation. The commentary states the
following:

Or HaChaim on Bereshit / Genesis 39:17 Part 2
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Potiphar did not believe his wife. Since the accus-
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er was his own wife, however, he had to make some
gesture otherwise his wife would have been publicly
discredited. This is why Potiphar did not discipline Jo-
seph nor had him executed, the normal penalty for a
slave who dared to aspire to the wife of his master.

The interesting observation is how the rabbis describe Potiphar as not
disciplining Joseph in the normal manner. If this had happened to the
average slave, the typical response would be to have the slave ex-
ecuted. This is not what Potiphar had done to Joseph, instead, he had
Joseph punished by imprisonment. The rabbis suggest that because of
this scenario, it appears as if Potiphar did not believe his wife how-
ever, a response was required and so he put Joseph in prison. These
things also reveal to us how the Lord God is in control, how He has
the power to save our lives from the cruelty of ungodly men. Joseph’s
life was spared and it was because the Lord God Almighty was with
him! The commentary Tur HaAroch on Bereshit / Genesis 39:17 Part
1 goes on to say that Potiphar simply wanted to suppress the scandal
of the situation and so he imprisoned him instead of execution. An-
other possibility was that Potiphar favored Joseph and could not bear
killing him suggesting Potiphar might have been bisexual? Which is
another explanation of the rabbis. Another explanation the rabbis say
the Torah also hints, that as soon as Potiphar heard the story of his
wife about what Joseph had supposed to have done to her, i.e. her
words were not necessarily the true events, meaning he did not believe
her, having faith in Joseph’s uprightness, however, seeing that he had
to save face, he incarcerated Joseph instead of executing him, thus
saving face for his wife also. It is difficult to speculate about exactly
what Potiphar was thinking, but what we do know is what the Scrip-
tures tell us. We are told according to the text, “the Lord was with Jo-
seph” ARI™NN MY >7°1 because of Joseph remained faithful to walk
in God’s ways of truth and life, the Lord God did not abandon him.
These things have great application for us today and function as both
an encouragement and a warning, to always keep the fear of the Lord
before us as we walk and live our lives in service to the Lord God of
Israel and His Messiah Yeshua!

The scriptures we are looking at for this week are from Bereshit /
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Genesis 39:1-18.
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Bereshit / Genesis 39:1-18

39:1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and
Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain
of the bodyguard, bought him from the Ishmaelites,
who had taken him down there. 39:2 The LORD was
with Joseph, so he became a successful man. And he
was in the house of his master, the Egyptian. 39:3 Now
his master saw that the LORD was with him and how
the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in his hand.
39:4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his
personal servant; and he made him overseer over his
house, and all that he owned he put in his charge. 39:5
It came about that from the time he made him overseer
in his house and over all that he owned, the LORD
blessed the Egyptian'’s house on account of Joseph;
thus the LORD’S blessing was upon all that he owned,
in the house and in the field. 39:6 So he left everything
he owned in Joseph's charge; and with him there he
did not concern himself with anything except the food
which he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and
appearance. 39:7 It came about after these events that
his master s wife looked with desire at Joseph, and she
said, “Lie with me.” 39:8 But he refused and said to
his master's wife, “Behold, with me here, my masier
does not concern himself with anything in the house,
and he has put all that he owns in my charge. 39:9
“There is no one greater in this house than I, and he
has withheld nothing from me except you, because you
are his wife. How then could I do this great evil and
sin against God?” 39:10 As she spoke to Joseph day
after day, he did not listen to her to lie beside her or be
with her. 39:11 Now it happened one day that he went
into the house to do his work, and none of the men of
the household was there inside. 39:12 She caught him
by his garment, saying, “Lie with me!” And he left his
garment in her hand and fled, and went outside. 39:13
When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand
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and had fled outside, 39:14 she called to the men of her
household and said to them, ““See, he has brought in a
Hebrew to us to make sport of us; he came in to me to
lie with me, and I screamed. 39:15 “When he heard
that I raised my voice and screamed, he left his gar-
ment beside me and fled and went outside.” 39:16 So
she left his garment beside her until his master came
home. 39:17 Then she spoke to him with these words,
“The Hebrew slave, whom you brought to us, came in
to me to make sport of me; 39:18 and as I raised my
voice and screamed, he left his garment beside me and

fled outside.” (NASB)

In the life of Joseph, we see how significant an influence Jacob
had on his son Joseph in matters of faith as the text states, “the Lord
was with Joseph” \91"=N¥ T °77 because of Joseph’s faithfulness
to walk in God’s ways of truth and life, the Lord God did not abandon
him. Joseph retained his fear of the Lord and kept the fear of God be-
fore his eyes throughout the course of his activities and his life. These
things illustrate for us how important it is to keep God’s Word in our
hearts. In the words of the prophet Ezekiel, there is a parallel to what
we are reading here according to Ezekiel 33:1-13 as Ezekiel speaks
concerning the watchman and the sounding of the trumpet.

Ezekiel 33:1-13

33:1 Again the word of the Lord came unto me, say-
ing, 33:2 Son of man, speak to the children of thy peo-
ple, and say unto them, When [ bring the sword upon
a land, if the people of the land take a man of their
coasts, and set him for their watchman: 33:3 If when
he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the
trumpet, and warn the people; 33:4 Then whosoever
heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warn-
ing; if the sword come, and take him away, his blood
shall be upon his own head. 33:5 He heard the sound
of the trumpet, and took not warning, his blood shall
be upon him. But he that taketh warning shall deliv-
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er his soul. 33:6 But if the watchman see the sword
come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not
warned; if the sword come, and take any person from
among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his
blood will I require at the watchman's hand. 33:7 So
thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto
the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word
at my mouth, and warn them from me. 33:8 When I say
unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die;
if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way,
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood
will I require at thine hand. 33:9 Nevertheless, if thou
warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not
turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou
hast delivered thy soul. 33:10 Therefore, O thou son
of man, speak unto the house of Israel; Thus ye speak,
saying, If our transgressions and our sins be upon us,
and we pine away in them, how should we then live?
33:11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, 1
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that
the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye
from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of
Israel? 33:12 Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the
children of thy people, The righteousness of the righ-
teous shall not deliver him in the day of his transgres-
sion: as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not
fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wicked-
ness, neither shall the righteous be able to live for his
righteousness in the day that he sinneth. 33:13 When
I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely live; if
he trust to his own righteousness, and commit iniquity,
all his righteousnesses shall not be remembered; but
for his iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die for
it. (NASB)

Ezekiel 33 speaks of setting a man as a watchman to see if the enemy
is coming to make war. When he sees the enemy coming, he is to
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sound the trumpet to warn the people. Ezekiel then discusses the situ-
ation when the trumpet is sounded that the people are to heed the call
and warning. If one does not heed the warning, he will be destroyed.
If one does head the warning, then his soul (nefesh/life) will be saved.
Ezekiel parallels this saying, 33:7 So thou, O son of man, I have set
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear
the word at my mouth, and warn them from me (NASB). Notice how
the Lord sets His word as a warning to us and our lives concerning
the righteousness of God. Ezekiel states, 33:11 Say unto them, As I
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked;
but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from
your evil ways, for why will ye die, O house of Israel? (KJV) The
Lord desires that we turn from sin, and so at the beginning of Eze-
kiel 33, he states to listen to the sound or the warning of the trumpet
call. Note how the Word of God functions also as a trumpet calling us
to turn from unrighteousness and sin. In fact as we continue to read
in Ezekiel 33, he also parallels what we read in Devarim / Deuter-
onomy 9:1-5 concerning personal righteousness. Ezekiel says, 33:12
Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The
righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his
transgression. as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall
thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness; neither shall
the righteous be able to live for his righteousness in the day that he
sinneth. 33:13 When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely
live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his
righteousnesses shall not be remembered; but for his iniquity that he
hath committed, he shall die for it. (NASB) These things speak of the
insufficiency of our righteous works. These words are not meant to
minimize the importance of walking in righteousness, but that there
is something about relying upon personal righteousness for salvation.
The point of these things is related to Joseph having always kept the
fear of the Lord before His eyes. When it comes to the matter of sin, it
is a form of bondage, this is why there are parallels to God delivering
Israel form Egypt, the land of bondage, to the Lord delivering us from
our sins. Peter wrote that if we struggle with sin, the Lord knows how
to rescue the godly from temptation according to 2 Peter 2:9-11.
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2 Peter 2:9-11, 2:19

2:9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from
temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punish-
ment for the day of judgment, 2:10 and especially those
who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise
authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when
they revile angelic majesties,2: 11 whereas angels who

are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling
judgment against them before the Lord. (NASB)

2:18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they
entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who bare-
ly escape from the ones who live in error, 2:19 prom-
ising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of
corruption, for by what a man is overcome, by this he
is enslaved. (NASB)

In addition to 2 Peter 2:9-11, Peter discusses the great difficulty of
overcoming sexual sin (2:78-19), the man who does so is a slave to
corruption, and he is overcome and is enslaved. We need the Lord to
help overcome all temptation and Peter says that the Lord is able to
deliver from all temptation.

The life of Joseph demonstrates for us the great faith and trust Jo-
seph had in the Lord God Almighty illustrated in his always keeping
the fear of the Lord before His eyes. These things illustrate the impor-
tance of reading God’s Word and hiding His word in our hearts. The
Word of God becomes a sounding trumpet to remind us the enemy
is always ready to strike and take from us both our freedom and our
lives. These are the reasons why The Lord God Almighty sent His son
Yeshua to die for our sins. Yeshua functions in the manner in which
Joseph does, as one who demonstrates the unrelenting faithfulness to
God in heaven regardless of one’s situation, even unto death! In addi-
tion to this, believing upon Yeshua and in what He has done, the Lord
sends His Holy Spirit into our lives and into our hearts, so we always
keep the fear of the Lord before our eyes and empowers us, and keeps
us from sin. The truth of the matter is when believing upon Yeshua
and having the presence of God in our lives via His Holy Spirit, we
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still must be very attentive to the call of the trumpet, the warning call
of the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings, Yeshua, and of the dis-
ciples and Paul. God has given us in the Scriptures, such that we can
know what God expects of us, that we are not to give our lives over
to sin, regardless of what it is. Every day we must seek the help of the
Lord in order to overcome this world. And we have one whom we can
trust in, Yeshua, who has already overcome the world leading the way
in the truth and life of God, according to the Scriptures!
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