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פרשת
ויחי 

Parashat Vayechi

Genesis 47:28-50:26, 1 Kings 2:1-12,
Luke 4:31-5:11

Dan and Ephraim not mentioned in Revelation

 This week’s Torah portion, Parashat Vayechi, concludes the book 
of Bereshit / Genesis. In this last Torah portion, we read how before 
Jacob died he spoke prophetically over each of his sons, (Bereshit / 
Genesis 49) then his children buried him in Canaan in the cave that 
is in the field of Ephron the Hittite that Abraham had purchased. 
(Bereshit / Genesis 49:29) We read on how his brothers were afraid 
and Joseph said that He was in the place of God, that he forgave them 
of their sins against him. We read then of Joseph’s death at 110 years 
old and his command to bury his body in the same location as his fa-
ther, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 While reading through this week’s Torah portion, there are a few 
things that jump out of the text from the blessing that Jacob had spo-
ken over his brothers. The two brothers we are interested in are Dan 
and Joseph specifically:

Dan (49:16-18)
ל׃ ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ י  ִׁשְבֵט֥ ד  ְּכַאַח֖ ַעּ֑מֹו  ין  ָיִד֣ ן   Dan shall govern his ָּד֖
people, As one of the tribes of Israel.17 ׁש ָנָח֣  ְיִהי־ָד֙ן 
ֹרְכ֖בֹו ל  ַוִּיֹּפ֥ ִעְּקֵבי־֔סּוס  ַהֹּנֵׁשְ֙ך  ַרח  ֲעֵלי־ֹא֑ ן  ְׁשִפיֹפ֖ ֶרְך   ֲעֵלי־ֶד֔
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 Dan shall be a serpent by the road, A viper by ָאֽחֹור׃
the path, That bites the horse’s heels So that his rider 
is thrown backward 18 ה׃ יִתי ְיהָוֽ יׁשּוָעְתָ֖ך ִקִּו֥  I wait for ִלֽ
Your deliverance, O LORD!

Joseph (49:22-26)
ה ֲעֵלי־ֽׁשּור׃ ִין ָּב֕נֹות ָצֲעָד֖ ת ֲעֵלי־ָע֑ ן ֹּפָר֖ ֵּב֥ ף  ן ֹּפָר֙ת יֹוֵס֔ -Jo ֵּב֤
seph is a wild ass, A wild ass by a spring —Wild colts 
on a hillside. 23 ים׃ ִחִּצֽ י  ַּבֲעֵל֥ הּו  ִּֽיְׂשְטֻמ֖ ַוֽ ּבּו  ָוֹר֑ הּו  ְֽיָמֲרֻר֖ ַוֽ   
Archers bitterly assailed him; They shot at him and 
harried him. 24 יו ִמיֵד֙י י ָיָד֑ ּזּו ְזֹרֵע֣ ֶׁשב ְּבֵאיָת֙ן ַקְׁשּ֔תֹו ַוָּיֹפ֖  ַוֵּת֤
ל׃ ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ ֶבן  ֶא֥ ה  ֹרֶע֖ ם  ִמָּׁש֥ ב  ַיֲעֹק֔ יר   Yet his bow stayed ֲאִב֣
taut, And his arms were made firm By the hands of the 
Mighty One of Jacob— There, the Shepherd, the Rock 
of Israel— 25 ת ָּך ִּבְרֹכ֤ ְרֶכ֔ ת ַׁשַּד֙י ִויָב֣ ָּך ְוֵא֤ יָך ְוַיְעְזֶר֗ ל ָאִב֜  ֵמֵא֨
ַחם׃ ָוָרֽ ִים  ָׁשַד֖ ת  ִּבְרֹכ֥ ַחת  ָּת֑ ֶצת  ֹרֶב֣ ְּת֖הֹום  ת  ִּבְרֹכ֥ ל  ֵמָע֔ ִי֙ם   ָׁשַמ֙
The God of your father who helps you, And Shaddai 
who blesses you With blessings of heaven above, Bless-
ings of the deep that couches below, Blessings of the 
breast and womb. 26 י ת הֹוַר֔ ַעל־ִּבְרֹכ֣ ְברּ֙ו  ָּגֽ יָך  ָאִב֗ ת   ִּבְרֹכ֣
ְנִז֥יר ד  ּוְלָקְדֹק֖ ף  יֹוֵס֔ אׁש  ֹ֣ ְלר י֙ן  ְהֶי֙ ִּתֽ ם  עֹוָל֑ ת  ִּגְבֹע֣ ד־ַּתֲאַו֖ת   ַעֽ
)פ( יו׃   The blessings of your father Surpass the ֶאָחֽ
blessings of my ancestors, To the utmost bounds of the 
eternal hills. May they rest on the head of Joseph, On 
the brow of the elect of his brothers.

 In the case of Dan, the rabbis discuss his being a judge over Is-
rael and and connect this to Samson. The things mentioned in Dan’s 
blessing parallel the events in Samson’s life. )see Rabbeinu Bahya, 
Bereshit 49:17 Parts 1-3( In his blessing, Jacob speaks of him being 
a viper striking the heals of the horse. This parallels what we read in 
Bereshit / Genesis 3:15 “the man will crush the serpent’s head” (הוא 
-Chizkuni, Genesis 49:17 Part 2) Which we know is a mes ישופך ראש
sianic prophecy. Note how Dan is described as the serpent, not the 
man. The serpent is a description of the evil one (Satan). 
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 In the case of Joseph, Jacob is much more expansive and speaks 
to the blessings of God in heaven over Joseph. According to Rabbeinu 
Bahya, Bereshit 49:22 Parts 1-4 the interpretation of the Hebrew text 
from a kabbalistic interpretation is “the words ן ֹּפָר֙ת  are an allusion ֵּב֤
to the glory of Israel, the word ֹּפָר֙ת, being a derivative of ִתפֶאֶרת. The 
words ִין  which ,ֹּפָר֙ת .refer to the origin of the river Euphrates, i.e ,ֲעֵלי־ָע֑
is one of the four rivers originating in גן עדן, in Paradise. Joseph gets 
his vital input directly from גן עדן. Seeing that the emanations נצח and 
 in our ִתפֶאֶרת respectively appear left and right of the emanation הוד
usual diagrams, it is logical that he, Joseph, would produce two tribes 
instead of merely one. This is why Yaakov continued with ה  ָּב֕נֹות ָצֲעָד֖
 which Onkelos translates as “two tribes will emerge from ֲעֵלי־ֽׁשּור
him.” This is what caused Moses to speak of both ֽׁשּור and ראם, in his 
blessing of the tribe of Joseph (Deut, 33,17) the former representing 
the emanation נצח, the latter the emanation הוד.” It is interesting how 
this interpretation connects Joseph back to the garden of Eden )גן עדן) 
through the use of the words Jacob spoke. This is certainly connected 
to Joseph saving many peoples lives through his position of power in 
Egypt. Jacob speaks of Joseph being assailed by his brothers, and how 
Joseph was firm due to the God of Israel, the Rock of Israel. The end 
of Jacob’s words speak of his brothers resting in Joseph. This is an 
interesting thought as Joseph functions as a Savior Messiah in the way 
that he saved many from death.
 The verses we are looking at for today are from Bereshit / Genesis 
49:1-33.

ספר בראשית פרק מט
 ]רביעי[ א   ַוִּיְקָרא ַיֲעֹקב ֶאל-ָּבָניו ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵהָאְספּו ְוַאִּגיָדה ָלֶכם ֵאת
 ֲאֶׁשר-ִיְקָרא ֶאְתֶכם ְּבַאֲחִרית ַהָּיִמים: ב   ִהָּקְבצּו ְוִׁשְמעּו ְּבֵני ַיֲעֹקב

ָרֵאל ֲאִביֶכם: ג   ְראּוֵבן ְּבֹכִרי ַאָּתה ֹּכִחי ְוֵראִׁשית אֹוִני  ְוִׁשְמעּו ֶאל-ִיְשֹ
ֵאת ְוֶיֶתר ָעז: ד   ַּפַחז ַּכַּמִים ַאל-ּתֹוַתר ִּכי ָעִליָת ִמְׁשְּכֵבי ָאִביָך  ֶיֶתר ְשֹ

־ָאז ִחַּלְלָּת ְיצּוִעי ָעָלה:   פ   ה   ִׁשְמעֹון ְוֵלִוי ַאִחים ְּכֵלי ָחָמס ְמֵכֹר
 ֵתיֶהם: ו   ְּבֹסָדם ַאל-ָּתבֹא ַנְפִׁשי ִּבְקָהָלם ַאל-ֵּתַחד ְּכֹבִדי ִּכי ְבַאָּפם
 ָהְרגּו ִאיׁש ּוִבְרֹצָנם ִעְּקרּו-ׁשֹור: ז   ָארּור ַאָּפם ִּכי ָעז ְוֶעְבָרָתם ִּכי

ָרֵאל:   פ   ח   ְיהּוָדה ַאָּתה יֹודּוָך  ָקָׁשָתה ֲאַחְּלֵקם ְּבַיֲעֹקב ַוֲאִפיֵצם ְּבִיְשֹ
 ַאֶחיָך ָיְדָך ְּבֹעֶרף ֹאְיֶביָך ִיְׁשַּתֲחוּו ְלָך ְּבֵני ָאִביָך: ט   ּגּור ַאְרֵיה ְיהּוָדה
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 ִמֶּטֶרף ְּבִני ָעִליָת ָּכַרע ָרַבץ ְּכַאְרֵיה ּוְכָלִביא ִמי ְיִקיֶמּנּו: י   לֹא-ָיסּור
 ֵׁשֶבט ִמיהּוָדה ּוְמֹחֵקק ִמֵּבין ַרְגָליו ַעד ִּכי-ָיבֹא ִׁשיֹלה ְולֹו ִיְּקַהת ַעִּמים:

 יא   ֹאְסִרי ַלֶּגֶפן ִעיֹרה ]ִעירֹו[ ְוַלּׂשֵרָקה ְּבִני ֲאֹתנֹו ִּכֵּבס ַּבַּיִין ְלֻבׁשֹו
 ּוְבַדם-ֲעָנִבים סּוֹתה ]סּותֹו[ : יב   ַחְכִליִלי ֵעיַנִים ִמָּיִין ּוְלֶבן-ִׁשַּנִים

־ֵמָחָלב:   פ   יג   ְזבּוֻלן ְלחֹוף ַיִּמים ִיְׁשֹּכן ְוהּוא ְלחֹוף ֳאִנֹּית ְוַיְר
 ָכתֹו ַעל-ִציֹדן:   פ   יד   ִיָּׂשֹשָכר ֲחֹמר ָּגֶרם ֹרֵבץ ֵּבין ַהִּמְׁשְּפָתִים:

 טו   ַוַּיְרא ְמנָֻחה ִּכי טֹוב ְוֶאת-ָהָאֶרץ ִּכי ָנֵעָמה ַוֵּיט ִׁשְכמֹו ִלְסֹּבל ַוְיִהי
ָרֵאל: יז   ְיִהי-ָדן  ְלַמס-ֹעֵבד:   ס   טז   ָּדן ָיִדין ַעּמֹו ְּכַאַחד ִׁשְבֵטי ִיְשֹ

 ָנָחׁש ֲעֵלי-ֶדֶרְך ְׁשִפיֹפן ֲעֵלי-ֹאַרח ַהּנֵׁשְך ִעְּקֵבי-סּוס ַוִּיֹּפל ֹרְכבֹו ָאחֹור:
 יח   ִליׁשּוָעְתָך ִקִּויִתי ְיהָֹוה:   ס   ]חמישי[ יט   ָּגד ְּגדּוד ְיגּוֶדּנּו ְוהּוא

   ָיֻגד ָעֵקב:   ס   כ   ֵמָאֵׁשר ְׁשֵמָנה ַלְחמֹו ְוהּוא ִיֵּתן ַמֲעַדֵּני-ֶמֶלְך:   ס
 כא   ַנְפָּתִלי ַאָּיָלה ְׁשֻלָחה ַהֹּנֵתן ִאְמֵרי-ָׁשֶפר:   ס   כב   ֵּבן ֹּפָרת יֹוֵסף

ְטֻמהּו  ֵּבן ֹּפָרת ֲעֵלי-ָעִין ָּבנֹות ָצֲעָדה ֲעֵלי-ׁשּור: כג   ַוְיָמֲרֻרהּו ָוֹרּבּו ַוִּיְשֹ
 ַּבֲעֵלי ִחִּצים: כד   ַוֵּתֶׁשב ְּבֵאיָתן ַקְׁשּתֹו ַוָּיֹפּזּו ְזֹרֵעי ָיָדיו ִמיֵדי ֲאִביר
ָרֵאל: כה   ֵמֵאל ָאִביָך ְוַיְעְזֶרָּך ְוֵאת ַׁשַּדי  ַיֲעֹקב ִמָּׁשם ֹרֶעה ֶאֶבן ִיְשֹ
 ִויָבֲרֶכָּך ִּבְרֹכת ָׁשַמִים ֵמָעל ִּבְרֹכת ְּתהֹום ֹרֶבֶצת ָּתַחת ִּבְרֹכת ָׁשַדִים

 ָוָרַחם: כו   ִּבְרֹכת ָאִביָך ָּגְברּו ַעל-ִּבְרֹכת הֹוַרי ַעד-ַּתֲאַות ִּגְבֹעת עֹוָלם
 ִּתְהֶייןָ ְלרֹאׁש יֹוֵסף ּוְלָקְדֹקד ְנִזיר ֶאָחיו:   פ   ]ששי[ כז   ִּבְנָיִמין

 ְזֵאב ִיְטָרף ַּבֹּבֶקר יֹאַכל ַעד ְוָלֶעֶרב ְיַחֵּלק ָׁשָלל: כח   ָּכל-ֵאֶּלה ִׁשְבֵטי
ר ְוזֹאת ֲאֶׁשר-ִּדֶּבר ָלֶהם ֲאִביֶהם ַוְיָבֶרְך אֹוָתם ִאיׁש ָרֵאל ְׁשֵנים ָעָשֹ  ִיְשֹ
 ֲאֶׁשר ְּכִבְרָכתֹו ֵּבַרְך ֹאָתם: כט   ַוְיַצו אֹוָתם ַוּיֹאֶמר ֲאֵלֶהם ֲאִני ֶנֱאָסף

ֵדה ֶעְפרֹון ַהִחִּתי:  ֶאל-ַעִּמי ִקְברּו ֹאִתי ֶאל-ֲאֹבָתי ֶאל-ַהְּמָעָרה ֲאֶׁשר ִּבְשֹ
ֵדה ַהַּמְכֵּפָלה ֲאֶׁשר-ַעל-ְּפֵני ַמְמֵרא ְּבֶאֶרץ ְּכָנַען  ל   ַּבְּמָעָרה ֲאֶׁשר ִּבְשֹ
   ֲאֶׁשר ָקָנה ַאְבָרָהם ֶאת-ַהָּׂשֶדה ֵמֵאת ֶעְפֹרן ַהִחִּתי ַלֲאֻחַּזת-ָקֶבר: לא

ָרה ִאְׁשּתֹו ָׁשָּמה ָקְברּו ֶאת-ִיְצָחק ְוֵאת  ָׁשָּמה ָּקְברּו ֶאת-ַאְבָרָהם ְוֵאת ָשֹ
 ִרְבָקה ִאְׁשּתֹו ְוָׁשָּמה ָקַבְרִּתי ֶאת-ֵלָאה: לב   ִמְקֵנה ַהָּׂשֶדה ְוַהְּמָעָרה

 ֲאֶׁשר-ּבֹו ֵמֵאת ְּבֵני-ֵחת: לג   ַוְיַכל ַיֲעֹקב ְלַצֹּות ֶאת-ָּבָניו ַוֶּיֱאֹסף ַרְגָליו
ֶאל-ַהִּמָּטה ַוִּיְגַוע ַוֵּיָאֶסף ֶאל-ַעָּמיו:

Bereshit / Genesis 49:1-33
49:1 Then Jacob summoned his sons and said, ‘Assemble 
yourselves that I may tell you what will befall you in the 
days to come. 49:2 ‘Gather together and hear, O sons of Ja-
cob; And listen to Israel your father. 49:3 ‘Reuben, you are 
my firstborn; My might and the beginning of my strength, 
Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 49:4 ‘Un-
controlled as water, you shall not have preeminence, Be-
cause you went up to your father’s bed; Then you defiled it 
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he went up to my couch. 49:5 ‘Simeon and Levi are broth-
ers; Their swords are implements of violence. 49:6 ‘Let my 
soul not enter into their council; Let not my glory be united 
with their assembly; Because in their anger they slew men, 
And in their self-will they lamed oxen. 49:7 ‘Cursed be their 
anger, for it is fierce; And their wrath, for it is cruel. I will 
disperse them in Jacob, And scatter them in Israel. 49:8 
‘Judah, your brothers shall praise you; Your hand shall 
be on the neck of your enemies; Your father’s sons shall 
bow down to you. 49:9 ‘Judah is a lion’s whelp; From the 
prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down 
as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 49:10 
‘The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler’s 
staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him 
shall be the obedience of the peoples. 49:11 ‘He ties his 
foal to the vine, And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine; He 
washes his garments in wine, And his robes in the blood of 
grapes. 49:12 ‘His eyes are dull from wine, And his teeth 
white from milk. 49:13 ‘Zebulun will dwell at the seashore; 
And he shall be a haven for ships, And his flank shall be to-
ward Sidon. 49:14 ‘Issachar is a strong donkey, Lying down 
between the sheepfolds. 49:15 ‘When he saw that a resting 
place was good And that the land was pleasant, He bowed 
his shoulder to bear burdens, And became a slave at forced 
labor. 49:16 ‘Dan shall judge his people, As one of the 
tribes of Israel. 49:17 ‘Dan shall be a serpent in the way, 
A horned snake in the path, That bites the horse’s heels, So 
that his rider falls backward. 49:18 ‘For Your salvation I 
wait, O Lord. 49:19 ‘As for Gad, raiders shall raid him, But 
he will raid at their heels. 49:20 ‘As for Asher, his food shall 
be rich, And he will yield royal dainties. 49:21 ‘Naphtali is 
a doe let loose, He gives beautiful words. 49:22 ‘Joseph is 
a fruitful bough, A fruitful bough by a spring; Its branches 
run over a wall. 49:23 ‘The archers bitterly attacked him, 
And shot at him and harassed him; 49:24 But his bow re-
mained firm, And his arms were agile, From the hands of 
the Mighty One of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the 
Stone of Israel), 49:25 From the God of your father who 
helps you, And by the Almighty who blesses you With bless-
ings of heaven above, Blessings of the deep that lies be-
neath, Blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 49:26 ‘The 
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blessings of your father Have surpassed the blessings of my 
ancestors Up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills; 
May they be on the head of Joseph, And on the crown of the 
head of the one distinguished among his brothers. 49:27 
‘Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; In the morning he devours 
the prey, And in the evening he divides the spoil.’ 49:28 
All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what 
their father said to them when he blessed them. He blessed 
them, every one with the blessing appropriate to him. 49:29 
Then he charged them and said to them, ‘I am about to be 
gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in the cave 
that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 49:30 in the cave 
that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in 
the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the 
field from Ephron the Hittite for a burial site. 49:31 ‘There 
they buried Abraham and his wife Sarah, there they buried 
Isaac and his wife Rebekah, and there I buried Leah  49:32 
the field and the cave that is in it, purchased from the sons 
of Heth.’ 49:33 When Jacob finished charging his sons, he 
drew his feet into the bed and breathed his last, and was 
gathered to his people. (NASB)

 The things that we learn about the tribe of Dan and Joseph are very 
important as we read through the rest of Scripture. Note, studying the 
Torah is absolutely foundational to understanding the rest of Scrip-
ture. This point is illustrated so profoundly when we study the book of 
Revelation, according to Revelation 7:1-10.

Revelation 7:1-10
7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four 
corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of 
the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or 
on the sea or on any tree. 7:2 And I saw another angel 
ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of 
the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the 
four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth 
and the sea, 7:3 saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the 
sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants 
of our God on their foreheads.’ 7:4 And I heard the 
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number of those who were sealed, one hundred and 
forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons 
of Israel: 7:5 the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were 
sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from 
the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 7:6 the tribe of Ash-
er twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, 
7:7 the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe 
of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar 
twelve thousand, 7:8 the tribe of Zebulun twelve thou-
sand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from 
the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed. 
7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could count, from every nation 
and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing be-
fore the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 7:10 
and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation 
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’ 
(NASB)

While reading through Revelation 7, note how the tribes of Israel are 
mentioned here, but there are a few things that are amiss. The first 
thing is the tribe of Dan is missing, and the second is the tribe of 
Ephraim is missing. In Ephraim’s place we find Joseph being called 
the tribe of Joseph which is different from what we read in the Torah. 
The question for us then is why is Dan missing from this list, and 
why is Joseph mentioned instead of Ephraim? The reason for Dan not 
being mentioned is connected to what we read about the blessing of 
Jacob: 

Dan (49:16-18)
ל׃ ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ י  ִׁשְבֵט֥ ד  ְּכַאַח֖ ַעּ֑מֹו  ין  ָיִד֣ ן   Dan shall govern his ָּד֖
people, As one of the tribes of Israel.17 ׁש ָנָח֣  ְיִהי־ָד֙ן 
ֹרְכ֖בֹו ל  ַוִּיֹּפ֥ ִעְּקֵבי־֔סּוס  ַהֹּנֵׁשְ֙ך  ַרח  ֲעֵלי־ֹא֑ ן  ְׁשִפיֹפ֖ ֶרְך   ֲעֵלי־ֶד֔
 Dan shall be a serpent by the road, A viper by ָאֽחֹור׃
the path, That bites the horse’s heels So that his rider 
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is thrown backward 18 ה׃ יִתי ְיהָוֽ יׁשּוָעְתָ֖ך ִקִּו֥  I wait for ִלֽ
Your deliverance, O LORD!

In his blessing, Jacob speaks of him being a viper striking the heals 
of the horse. This parallels what we read in Bereshit / Genesis 3:15 
“the man will crush the serpent’s head” (הוא ישופך ראש) Note  that it 
is Chizkuni, Genesis 49:17 Part 2, who suggests this connection. We 
also know that Bereshit / Genesis 3:15 is a messianic prophecy. This 
historical point of view is also of interest as it helps to explain why the 
tribe of Dan is not mentioned in Revelation 7:4-8. According to the 
Tanach, the tribe of Dan as a whole was guilty of gross idolatry, even 
to the point of stealing the idols they used to practice their religion 
(see Judges 18:14-31(. It was also Dan who first organized idolatry 
in ancient Israel, and the longest in duration. )Judges 18:30( Jewish 
tradition says that Dan was the first tribe to follow Jeroboam into his 
sin of idolatry, and the rabbinic literature the tribe of Dan is often used 
to represent idolatry. Note the following references

Rashi on Deuteronomy 34:1 Part 3
 UNTO DAN — He showed him the children of עד דן
Dan practicing idolatry, as it is said, “And the sons of 
Dan erected the graven image for themselves”; and He 
showed him also Samson who would in the future
(Ref. Pentateuch with Rashi’s commentary by M. 
Rosenbaum and A.M. Silbermann, 1929-1934)

Sifrei Devarim 357:7
Variantly: “until Dan”: We are hereby taught that 
He showed him the seed of Dan, serving idolatry, viz. 
“And the children of Dan set up for themselves the 
carved image, etc.
(Ref. Sifrei by Rabbi Shraga Silverstein)

Tur HaAroch, Numbers 2:2 Part 1
[Judges 18 describes that the tribe of Dan hired them-
selves a phony priest and instituted idolatry in their 
newly conquered territory, formerly known as Layish. 
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(Ref. Tur on the Torah, trans. Eliyahu Munk)

Rashi on Ezekiel 16:15 Part 3
This entire allegory represents the Calf of the desert 
and the other idolatry that the tribe of Dan worshipped 
in the desert, as it is written : “all those who trailed 
after you,” and we find in the Pesikta Ezekiel, 
(English translation by S. Fisch, Soncino Press, 1950)

We note also that Dan is missing from the genealogies in 1 Chronicles 
1-9. This is also a significant observation in light of Revelation 7. 
Many have suggested that Dan may have not returned form captivity 
and thus lost his place in the tribes. We not that Ephraim is not men-
tioned, and Ephraim in both the Scriptures and the Rabbinic literature 
at times are synonymous to the entire northern kingdom in terms of 
idolatrous worship. The prophet Hosea speaks of Ephraim as describ-
ing the 10 tribes )northern kingdom( as being in apostasy in idolatry. 
The historical and literary analysis of this does suggests these as rea-
sons, however, I feel it is prophetic word Jacob spoke over Dan that 
is most significant. Dan being connected to Bereshit / Genesis 3:15, 
Jacob says ל ֹרְכ֖בֹו ָאֽחֹור׃ ַרח ַהֹּנֵׁשְ֙ך ִעְּקֵבי־֔סּוס ַוִּיֹּפ֥ ן ֲעֵלי־ֹא֑ ֶרְך ְׁשִפיֹפ֖  ֲעֵלי־ֶד֔
Dan shall be a serpent by the road, A viper by the path, That bites the 
horse’s heels So that his rider is thrown backward. Notice how Dan is 
the serpent, representing the evil one )Satan(. In Revelation, we learn 
how Yeshua the Messiah overcome Satan and the world. The reason 
Dan is not mentioned specifically in Revelation 7 is because of this 
connection, as representing the evil one, and Yeshua’s victory over the 
evil one in fulfillment of biblical prophecy.
 The last line in Dan’s blessing from Jacob states, יִתי יׁשּוָעְתָ֖ך ִקִּו֥  ִלֽ
ה׃  I wait for Your deliverance, O LORD! Notice how Jacob by ְיהָוֽ
inspiration of the Lord, speaks to Dan concerning the salvation ) י ־ִלֽ
-deliverance of the Lord God Almighty in heaven. This con )ׁשּוָעְתָ֖ך
nects us to why Joseph was mentioned in Revelation 7 in opposition 
to Ephraim which represents idolatry and sin. We are being told in 
Revelation 7 to remember the life of Joseph, how he was faithful, long 
suffering, forgiving, and merciful, and most importantly, he was a sav-
ior of the world as a type of messiah. The things that we learn about 
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the tribe of Dan and Joseph here in relation to the book of Revelation 
are very important and illustrate for us why studying Torah is so im-
portant for our lives, especially for understanding all of Scripture! The 
Torah speaks to the salvation of God and of His Messiah Yeshua! We 
even see Yeshua’s (ישוע( name right here in the blessing, יׁשּוָעְתָ֖ך  ִלֽ
ה׃ יִתי ְיהָוֽ  of waiting upon the Lord! Now, should we ask ourselves ִקִּו֥
why it is so important that we believe in Yeshua as the NT text states 
we should? Certainly, faith in Yeshua as the Savior Messiah of God is 
taught from the very beginning of the pages of Scripture!


