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Parashat meec[m’

Genesis 47:28-50: 26, 1 ’K/ings Z:1-1Z,
Luke 4:51-5:11

Dan and Ephraim not mentioned in Revelation

This week’s Torah portion, Parashat Vayechi, concludes the book
of Bereshit / Genesis. In this last Torah portion, we read how before
Jacob died he spoke prophetically over each of his sons, (Bereshit /
Genesis 49) then his children buried him in Canaan in the cave that
is in the field of Ephron the Hittite that Abraham had purchased.
(Bereshit / Genesis 49:29) We read on how his brothers were afraid
and Joseph said that He was in the place of God, that he forgave them
of their sins against him. We read then of Joseph’s death at 110 years
old and his command to bury his body in the same location as his fa-
ther, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

While reading through this week’s Torah portion, there are a few
things that jump out of the text from the blessing that Jacob had spo-
ken over his brothers. The two brothers we are interested in are Dan
and Joseph specifically:

Dan (49:16-18)

ORI P TARD WY P 17 Dan shall govern his
people, As one of the tribes of Israel.17 U1}l \TT’U?
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IR Dan shall be a serpent by the road, A viper by
the path, That bites the horse's heels So that his rider
is thrown backward 18 ;)71 0P INVIY T wait for
Your deliverance, O LORD!

Joseph (49:22-26)

MYy AIYE N2 TYTRY 1B 13 701 1B 13 Jo-
seph is a wild ass, A wild ass by a spring —Wild colts
on a hillside. 23 :D°377 292 ¥RVY?) 127 W
Archers bitterly assailed him; They shot at him and
harried him. 24 317 1712 °¥71 W5 IAYR I0°R2 WM
PR AR 7Y aWn 2PV VIR Yer his bow stayed
taut, And his arms were made firm By the hands of the
Mighty One of Jacob— There, the Shepherd, the Rock
of Israel— 25 NJ2 2737 *TW NX) ¥ T8 78X
100 @I N372 NOR N¥RY 0iIn N33 Pin Dby
The God of your father who helps you, And Shaddai
who blesses you With blessings of heaven above, Bless-
ings of the deep that couches below, Blessings of the
breast and womb. 26 >33 N97275Y 1123 PIAR N5
TH TRTRR NP WK Thn DRy Ny nsnep
(9) OX The blessings of your father Surpass the
blessings of my ancestors, To the utmost bounds of the
eternal hills. May they rest on the head of Joseph, On
the brow of the elect of his brothers.

In the case of Dan, the rabbis discuss his being a judge over Is-
rael and and connect this to Samson. The things mentioned in Dan’s
blessing parallel the events in Samson’s life. (see Rabbeinu Bahya,
Bereshit 49:17 Parts 1-3) In his blessing, Jacob speaks of him being
a viper striking the heals of the horse. This parallels what we read in

Bereshit / Genesis 3:15 “the man will crush the serpent’s head” (X7

WRA W Chizkuni, Genesis 49:17 Part 2) Which we know is a mes-
sianic prophecy. Note how Dan is described as the serpent, not the
man. The serpent is a description of the evil one (Satan).
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In the case of Joseph, Jacob is much more expansive and speaks
to the blessings of God in heaven over Joseph. According to Rabbeinu
Bahya, Bereshit 49:22 Parts 1-4 the interpretation of the Hebrew text

from a kabbalistic interpretation is “the words }1'19 12 are an allusion
to the glory of Israel, the word hjb, being a derivative of NIRON. The
words 1’,}1"?}], refer to the origin of the river Euphrates, i.e. hjb, which
is one of the four rivers originating in 173V 13, in Paradise. Joseph gets
his vital input directly from 7Y ). Seeing that the emanations 1% and

7 respectively appear left and right of the emanation N\RON in our
usual diagrams, it is logical that he, Joseph, would produce two tribes

instead of merely one. This is why Yaakov continued with 7Y% niia
NY9Y which Onkelos translates as “two tribes will emerge from

him.” This is what caused Moses to speak of both W and OR7, in his
blessing of the tribe of Joseph (Deut, 33,17) the former representing

the emanation 1XJ, the latter the emanation 717.” It is interesting how

this interpretation connects Joseph back to the garden of Eden (J7¥ 13)
through the use of the words Jacob spoke. This is certainly connected
to Joseph saving many peoples lives through his position of power in
Egypt. Jacob speaks of Joseph being assailed by his brothers, and how
Joseph was firm due to the God of Israel, the Rock of Israel. The end
of Jacob’s words speak of his brothers resting in Joseph. This is an
interesting thought as Joseph functions as a Savior Messiah in the way
that he saved many from death.

The verses we are looking at for today are from Bereshit / Genesis
49:1-33.
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Bereshit / Genesis 49:1-33

49:1 Then Jacob summoned his sons and said, ‘Assemble
yourselves that I may tell you what will befall you in the
days to come. 49:2 ‘Gather together and hear, O sons of Ja-
cob; And listen to Israel your father. 49:3 ‘Reuben, you are
my firstborn;, My might and the beginning of my strength,
Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 49:4 ‘Un-
controlled as water, you shall not have preeminence, Be-
cause you went up to your father's bed; Then you defiled it
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he went up to my couch. 49:5 ‘Simeon and Levi are broth-
ers, Their swords are implements of violence. 49:6 ‘Let my
soul not enter into their council; Let not my glory be united
with their assembly; Because in their anger they slew men,
And in their self-will they lamed oxen. 49:7 ‘Cursed be their
anger, for it is fierce; And their wrath, for it is cruel. I will
disperse them in Jacob, And scatter them in Israel. 49:8
Judah, your brothers shall praise you, Your hand shall
be on the neck of your enemies; Your father’s sons shall
bow down to you. 49:9 ‘Judah is a lion's whelp; From the
prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down
as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 49:10
‘The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the rulers
staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him
shall be the obedience of the peoples. 49:11 ‘He ties his
foal to the vine, And his donkey s colt to the choice vine; He
washes his garments in wine, And his robes in the blood of
grapes. 49:12 ‘His eyes are dull from wine, And his teeth
white from milk. 49:13 ‘Zebulun will dwell at the seashore;
And he shall be a haven for ships, And his flank shall be to-
ward Sidon. 49:14 ‘Issachar is a strong donkey, Lying down
between the sheepfolds. 49:15 ‘When he saw that a resting
place was good And that the land was pleasant, He bowed
his shoulder to bear burdens, And became a slave at forced
labor. 49:16 ‘Dan shall judge his people, As one of the
tribes of Israel. 49:17 ‘Dan shall be a serpent in the way,
A horned snake in the path, That bites the horse’s heels, So
that his rider falls backward. 49:18 ‘For Your salvation |
wait, O Lord. 49:19 ‘As for Gad, raiders shall raid him, But
he will raid at their heels. 49:20 ‘As for Asher, his food shall
be rich, And he will yield royal dainties. 49:21 ‘Naphtali is
a doe let loose, He gives beautiful words. 49:22 ‘Joseph is
a fruitful bough, A fruitful bough by a spring; Its branches
run over a wall. 49:23 ‘The archers bitterly attacked him,
And shot at him and harassed him; 49:24 But his bow re-
mained firm, And his arms were agile, From the hands of
the Mighty One of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the
Stone of Israel), 49:25 From the God of your father who
helps you, And by the Almighty who blesses you With bless-
ings of heaven above, Blessings of the deep that lies be-
neath, Blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 49:26 ‘The
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blessings of your father Have surpassed the blessings of my
ancesiors Up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills,
May they be on the head of Joseph, And on the crown of the
head of the one distinguished among his brothers. 49:27
‘Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; In the morning he devours
the prey, And in the evening he divides the spoil.” 49:28
All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what
their father said to them when he blessed them. He blessed
them, every one with the blessing appropriate to him. 49:29
Then he charged them and said to them, ‘I am about to be
gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in the cave
that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 49:30 in the cave
that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in
the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the
field from Ephron the Hittite for a burial site. 49:31 ‘There
they buried Abraham and his wife Sarah, there they buried
Isaac and his wife Rebekah, and there I buried Leah 49:32
the field and the cave that is in it, purchased from the sons

of Heth.’ 49:33 When Jacob finished charging his sons, he
drew his feet into the bed and breathed his last, and was
gathered to his people. (NASB)

The things that we learn about the tribe of Dan and Joseph are very
important as we read through the rest of Scripture. Note, studying the
Torah is absolutely foundational to understanding the rest of Scrip-
ture. This point is illustrated so profoundly when we study the book of
Revelation, according to Revelation 7:1-10.

Revelation 7:1-10

7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four
corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of
the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or
on the sea or on any tree. 7:2 And I saw another angel
ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of
the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the
four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth
and the sea, 7:3 saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the

sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants
of our God on their foreheads.’ 7:4 And I heard the
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number of those who were sealed, one hundred and
forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons
of Israel: 7:5 the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were
sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from
the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 7:6 the tribe of Ash-
er twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve
thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,
7:7 the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe
of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar
twelve thousand, 7:8 the tribe of Zebulun twelve thou-
sand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from
the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.
7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one could count, from every nation
and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing be-
fore the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, and palm branches were in their hands, 7:10
and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’

(NASB)

While reading through Revelation 7, note how the tribes of Israel are
mentioned here, but there are a few things that are amiss. The first
thing is the tribe of Dan is missing, and the second is the tribe of
Ephraim is missing. In Ephraim’s place we find Joseph being called
the tribe of Joseph which is different from what we read in the Torah.
The question for us then is why is Dan missing from this list, and
why is Joseph mentioned instead of Ephraim? The reason for Dan not
being mentioned is connected to what we read about the blessing of
Jacob:

Dan (49:16-18)

ORI PAY TR 1Y 170 17 Dan shall govern his
people, As one of the tribes of Israel. 17 W1l h"ﬂj
1229 950 0W0IpY WD MIRTRY DR 11
70X Dan shall be a serpent by the road, A viper by
the path, That bites the horse s heels So that his rider
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is thrown backward 18 ;)71 0P INYIY T wait for
Your deliverance, O LORD!

In his blessing, Jacob speaks of him being a viper striking the heals
of the horse. This parallels what we read in Bereshit / Genesis 3:15

“the man will crush the serpent s head” (WX 79I R177) Note that it
is Chizkuni, Genesis 49:17 Part 2, who suggests this connection. We
also know that Bereshit / Genesis 3:15 is a messianic prophecy. This
historical point of view is also of interest as it helps to explain why the
tribe of Dan is not mentioned in Revelation 7:4-8. According to the
Tanach, the tribe of Dan as a whole was guilty of gross idolatry, even
to the point of stealing the idols they used to practice their religion
(see Judges 18:14-31). It was also Dan who first organized idolatry
in ancient Israel, and the longest in duration. (Judges 18:30) Jewish
tradition says that Dan was the first tribe to follow Jeroboam into his
sin of idolatry, and the rabbinic literature the tribe of Dan is often used
to represent idolatry. Note the following references

Rashi on Deuteronomy 34:1 Part 3

17 7Y UNTO DAN — He showed him the children of
Dan practicing idolatry, as it is said, “And the sons of
Dan erected the graven image for themselves”; and He
showed him also Samson who would in the future

(Ref. Pentateuch with Rashi’s commentary by M.
Rosenbaum and A.M. Silbermann, 1929-1934)

Sifrei Devarim 357:7

Variantly: “until Dan”: We are hereby taught that
He showed him the seed of Dan, serving idolatry, viz.
“And the children of Dan set up for themselves the

carved image, etc.
(Ref. Sifrei by Rabbi Shraga Silverstein)

Tur HaAroch, Numbers 2:2 Part 1

[Judges 18 describes that the tribe of Dan hired them-
selves a phony priest and instituted idolatry in their
newly conquered territory, formerly known as Layish.
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(Ref. Tur on the Torah, trans. Eliyahu Munk)

Rashi on Ezekiel 16:15 Part 3

This entire allegory represents the Calf of the desert
and the other idolatry that the tribe of Dan worshipped
in the desert, as it is written : “all those who trailed
after you,” and we find in the Pesikta Ezekiel,

(English translation by S. Fisch, Soncino Press, 1950)

We note also that Dan is missing from the genealogies in / Chronicles
1-9. This is also a significant observation in light of Revelation 7.
Many have suggested that Dan may have not returned form captivity
and thus lost his place in the tribes. We not that Ephraim is not men-
tioned, and Ephraim in both the Scriptures and the Rabbinic literature
at times are synonymous to the entire northern kingdom in terms of
idolatrous worship. The prophet Hosea speaks of Ephraim as describ-
ing the 10 tribes (northern kingdom) as being in apostasy in idolatry.
The historical and literary analysis of this does suggests these as rea-
sons, however, I feel it is prophetic word Jacob spoke over Dan that
1s most significant. Dan being connected to Bereshit / Genesis 3:15,
Jacob says 711X 1229 957 0IOPY TWIT MIR™LY 190Y TT700Y
Dan shall be a serpent by the road, A viper by the path, That bites the
horse s heels So that his rider is thrown backward. Notice how Dan is
the serpent, representing the evil one (Satan). In Revelation, we learn
how Yeshua the Messiah overcome Satan and the world. The reason
Dan is not mentioned specifically in Revelation 7 is because of this
connection, as representing the evil one, and Yeshua’s victory over the
evil one in fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

The last line in Dan’s blessing from Jacob states, *N*)p FNYIV1Y
.1 1 wait for Your deliverance, O LORD! Notice how Jacob by
inspiration of the Lord, speaks to Dan concerning the salvation (72
INVIY) deliverance of the Lord God Almighty in heaven. This con-
nects us to why Joseph was mentioned in Revelation 7 in opposition
to Ephraim which represents idolatry and sin. We are being told in
Revelation 7 to remember the life of Joseph, how he was faithful, long
suffering, forgiving, and merciful, and most importantly, he was a sav-
ior of the world as a type of messiah. The things that we learn about
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the tribe of Dan and Joseph here in relation to the book of Revelation
are very important and illustrate for us why studying Torah is so im-
portant for our lives, especially for understanding all of Scripture! The
Torah speaks to the salvation of God and of His Messiah Yeshua! We
even see Yeshua’s (VI°) name right here in the blessing, FN¥IL?
.1 20032 of waiting upon the Lord! Now, should we ask ourselves
why it is so important that we believe in Yeshua as the NT text states
we should? Certainly, faith in Yeshua as the Savior Messiah of God is
taught from the very beginning of the pages of Scripture!
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