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פרשת
תולדות 

Parashat Toldot

Bereshit / Genesis 25:19-28:9, Malachi 1:1-2:7
Luke 3:1-18

A Testimony of Faith in the Life of Isaac

 In this week’s Torah Portion, we read about a famine in the Land 
and Isaac and all that he owned moved down to Gerar near to the 
king of the Philistines, Bereshit / Genesis 26:1, ֙רֶץ מִלְּבַד י רָעָב֙ בָּאָ֔  וַיְהִ֤
לֶךְ־פְּלִשְׁ לֶךְ מֶֽ ק אֶל־אֲבִימֶּ֥ ם וַיֵּ֧לֶךְ יִצְחָ֛ י אַבְרָהָ֑ ר הָיָה֖ בִּימֵ֣ ב הָרִאשׁ֔וֹן אֲשֶׁ֥ ־הָרָעָ֣

רָה׃ ים גְּרָֽ  There was a famine in the land—aside from the previous“ תִּ֖
famine that had occurred in the days of Abraham—and Isaac went to 
Abimelech, king of the Philistines, in Gerar.” In Bereshit / Genesis 26 
we read about how Isaac went down to Gerar and feared the people 
and the king so he said his wife is his sister. (26:7) and then the king 
saw them together and realized this was his wife. (26:8-11) Then be-
cause of Isaac’s faithfulness to God to remain in the Land and not go 
to Egypt, He blessed him with great wealth, power, and caused him 
to be envied and feared (26:13-14). Then we are told how the Philis-
tines had stopped up the wells that Abraham had dug and how Isaac 
dug those wells again. (26:15) We read in Bereshit / Genesis 26:3 
the Lord God said to Isaac, ָ֣י־לְך ךָּ כִּֽ הְיֶה֥ עִמְּךָ֖ וַאֲבָרְכֶ֑ את וְאֶֽ ֹ֔ רֶץ הַזּ  גּ֚וּר בָּאָ֣
עְתִּי לְאַבְ ר נִשְׁבַּ֖ ה אֲשֶׁ֥ מֹתִי֙ אֶת־הַשְּׁבֻעָ֔ ל וַהֲקִֽ ת הָאֵ֔ אֲרָצֹ֣ ־וּֽלְזַרְעֲךָ֗ אֶתֵּן֙ אֶת־כָּל־הָֽ

יךָ׃ ם אָבִֽ  Reside in this land, and I will be with you and bless you; I רָהָ֥
will assign all these lands to you and to your heirs, fulfilling the oath 
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that I swore to your father Abraham. (NASB) This verse may be and 
indication why we read about the situation of the Philistines stopping 
up the wells. The purpose of the Philistines stopping up the wells was 
so Isaac’s servants could not draw water in the hope that Isaac would 
go away because of the lack of water. It is interesting how we read in 
Bereshit / Genesis 26:1, ֖ר הָיָה ב הָרִאשׁ֔וֹן אֲשֶׁ֥ רֶץ מִלְּבַד֙ הָרָעָ֣ י רָעָב֙ בָּאָ֔  וַיְהִ֤
רָה׃ ים גְּרָֽ לֶךְ־פְּלִשְׁתִּ֖ לֶךְ מֶֽ ק אֶל־אֲבִימֶּ֥ ם וַיֵּ֧לֶךְ יִצְחָ֛ י אַבְרָהָ֑  There was a“ בִּימֵ֣
famine in the land—aside from the previous famine that had occurred 
in the days of Abraham—and Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the 
Philistines, in Gerar” and then because of Isaac’s wealth and bless-
ing, Abimelech told Isaac in Bereshit / Genesis 26:16, ְלֶך אמֶר אֲבִימֶ֖ ֹ֥  וַיּ
ד׃ נּוּ מְאֹֽ מְתָּ־מִמֶּ֖ י־עָצַֽ נוּ כִּֽ עִמָּ֔ ךְ מֵֽ ק לֵ֚  ,And Abimelech said to Isaac אֶל־יִצְחָ֑
“Go away from us, for you have become far too big for us.” Now God 
had blessed Isaac because of his faithfulness, he had acquired large 
quantity of livestock so there was no room for them to live together. 
Note there may be a parallel here from the sense that Lot and Abraham 
parted ways.  What did Isaac do? He remained faithful according to 
Bereshit / Genesis 26:17, ם׃ ר וַיֵּ֥שֶׁב שָֽׁ חַל־גְּרָ֖ חַן בְּנַֽ ק וַיִּ֥ ם יִצְחָ֑  So וַיֵּ֥לֶךְ מִשָּׁ֖
Isaac departed from there and encamped in the wadi of Gerar, where 
he settled.  It appears as if Isaac went to Gerar and then when request-
ed to leave by the king, he did not leave that place as being obedient 
and faithful to God’s command. Even though we read about Isaac’s 
fear of the people of the land, this week’s Torah portion speaks to the 
importance of having faith and being faithful. 
 We note how the Hebrew texts states, חַל־ חַן בְּנַֽ ק וַיִּ֥ ם יִצְחָ֑ וַיֵּ֥לֶךְ מִשָּׁ֖
ם׃ ר וַיֵּ֥שֶׁב שָֽׁ ר specifically it says גְּרָ֖ חַל־גְּרָ֖  meaning “in the valley of בְּנַֽ
Gerar” suggesting that he moved as Abimelech had requested, but 
he remained near hence going against their will. This is why we read 
what follows is Isaac digging the wells that his father had dug. We are 
also told according to Bereshit / Genesis 26:18, וַיִּקְרָא לָהֶן שֵׁמוֹת כַּשֵּׁמֹת 
 And He called them by the name his father called“ אֲשֶׁר-קָרָא לָהֶן אָבִיו
them.” The purpose of his calling them by the same name was to show 
these were not new wells and that he had faith in God’s promises to 
give him the Land. 
 The text we are looking at for this week is from Bereshit / Genesis 
26:17.
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ספר בראשית פרק כו
 א   וַיְהִי רָעָב בָּאָרֶץ מִלְּבַד הָרָעָב הָרִאשׁוֹן אֲשֶׁר הָיָה בִּימֵי
ב גְּרָרָה:  מֶלֶךְ-פְּלִשְׁתִּים  אֶל-אֲבִימֶלֶךְ  יִצְחָק  וַיֵּלֶךְ     אַבְרָהָם 
 וַיֵּרָא אֵלָיו יְהֹוָה וַיּאֹמֶר אַל-תֵּרֵד מִצְרָיְמָה שְׁכֹן בָּאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר
אֹמַר אֵלֶיךָ: ג   גּוּר בָּאָרֶץ הַזּאֹת וְאֶהְיֶה עִמְּךָ וַאֲבָרֲכֶךָּ כִּי-
 לְךָ וּלְזַרְעֲךָ אֶתֵּן אֶת-כָּל-הָאֲרָצֹת הָאֵל וַהֲקִמֹתִי אֶת-הַשְּׁבֻעָה
אֶת-זַרְעֲךָ וְהִרְבֵּיתִי  ד    אָבִיךָ:  לְאַבְרָהָם  נִשְׁבַּעְתִּי   אֲשֶׁר 
־כְּכוֹכְבֵי הַשָּׁמַיִם וְנָתַתִּי לְזַרְעֲךָ אֵת כָּל-הָאֲרָצֹת הָאֵל וְהִתְבָּרֲ

 כוּ בְזַרְעֲךָ כֹּל גּוֹיֵי הָאָרֶץ: ה   עֵקֶב אֲשֶׁר-שָׁמַע אַבְרָהָם בְּקֹלִי
וַיֵּשֶׁב ו    ]שני[  וְתוֹרֹתָי:  חֻקּוֹתַי  מִצְוֹתַי  מִשְׁמַרְתִּי   וַיִּשְׁמֹר 
 יִצְחָק בִּגְרָר: ז   וַיִּשְׁאֲלוּ אַנְשֵׁי הַמָּקוֹם לְאִשְׁתּוֹ וַיּאֹמֶר אֲחֹתִי
 הִוא כִּי יָרֵא לֵאמֹר אִשְׁתִּי פֶּן-יַהַרְגֻנִי אַנְשֵׁי הַמָּקוֹם עַל-רִבְקָה
־כִּי-טוֹבַת מַרְאֶה הִוא: ח   וַיְהִי כִּי-אָרְכוּ-לוֹ שָׁם הַיָּמִים וַיַּשְׁ

יִצְחָק וְהִנֵּה  וַיַּרְא  הַחַלּוֹן  בְּעַד  פְּלִשְׁתִּים  מֶלֶךְ  אֲבִימֶלֶךְ   קֵף 
 מְצַחֵק אֵת רִבְקָה אִשְׁתּוֹ: ט   וַיִּקְרָא אֲבִימֶלֶךְ לְיִצְחָק וַיּאֹמֶר
אֵלָיו וַיּאֹמֶר  הִוא  אֲחֹתִי  אָמַרְתָּ  וְאֵיךְ  הִוא  אִשְׁתְּךָ  הִנֵּה   אַךְ 
 יִצְחָק כִּי אָמַרְתִּי פֶּן-אָמוּת עָלֶיהָ: י   וַיּאֹמֶר אֲבִימֶלֶךְ מַה-זּאֹת
יתָ לָּנוּ כִּמְעַט שָׁכַב אַחַד הָעָם אֶת-אִשְׁתֶּךָ וְהֵבֵאתָ עָלֵינוּ  עָשִֹ
בָּאִישׁ הַנֹּגֵעַ  אֲבִימֶלֶךְ אֶת-כָּל-הָעָם לֵאמֹר  וַיְצַו   אָשָׁם: יא   
־הַזֶּה וּבְאִשְׁתּוֹ מוֹת יוּמָת: יב   וַיִּזְרַע יִצְחָק בָּאָרֶץ הַהִוא וַיִּמְ

וַיְבָרֲכֵהוּ יְהוָֹה: ]שלישי[ יג    צָא בַּשָּׁנָה הַהִוא מֵאָה שְׁעָרִים 
 וַיִּגְדַּל הָאִישׁ וַיֵּלֶךְ הָלוֹךְ וְגָדֵל עַד כִּי-גָדַל מְאֹד: יד   וַיְהִי-לוֹ
 מִקְנֵה-צאֹן וּמִקְנֵה בָקָר וַעֲבֻדָּה רַבָּה וַיְקַנְאוּ אֹתוֹ פְּלִשְׁתִּים:
 טו   וְכָל-הַבְּאֵרֹת אֲשֶׁר חָפְרוּ עַבְדֵי אָבִיו בִּימֵי אַבְרָהָם אָבִיו
סִתְּמוּם פְּלִשְׁתִּים וַיְמַלְאוּם עָפָר: טז   וַיּאֹמֶר אֲבִימֶלֶךְ אֶל-
 יִצְחָק לֵךְ מֵעִמָּנוּ כִּי-עָצַמְתָּ מִמֶּנּוּ מְאֹד: יז   וַיֵּלֶךְ מִשָּׁם יִצְחָק

:וַיִּחַן בְּנַחַל-גְּרָר וַיֵּשֶׁב שָׁם

Bereshit / Genesis 26:1-17
26:1 Now there was a famine in the land, besides the 
previous famine that had occurred in the days of Abra-
ham. So Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the 
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Philistines. 26:2 The Lord appeared to him and said, 
‘Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I 
shall tell you. 26:3 ‘Sojourn in this land and I will be 
with you and bless you, for to you and to your descen-
dants I will give all these lands, and I will establish the 
oath which I swore to your father Abraham. 26:4 ‘I 
will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, 
and will give your descendants all these lands; and by 
your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed; 26:5 because Abraham obeyed Me and kept 
My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My 
laws.’ 26:6 So Isaac lived in Gerar. 26:7 When the men 
of the place asked about his wife, he said, ‘She is my 
sister,’ for he was afraid to say, ‘my wife,’ thinking, ‘the 
men of the place might kill me on account of Rebekah, 
for she is beautiful.’ 26:8 It came about, when he had 
been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Phi-
listines looked out through a window, and saw, and be-
hold, Isaac was caressing his wife Rebekah. 26:9 Then 
Abimelech called Isaac and said, ‘Behold, certainly 
she is your wife! How then did you say, ‘She is my sis-
ter’?’ And Isaac said to him, ‘Because I said, ‘I might 
die on account of her.’‘ 26:10 Abimelech said, ‘What 
is this you have done to us? One of the people might 
easily have lain with your wife, and you would have 
brought guilt upon us.’ 26:11 So Abimelech charged 
all the people, saying, ‘He who touches this man or 
his wife shall surely be put to death.’ 26:12 Now Isaac 
sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hun-
dredfold. And the Lord blessed him, 26:13 and the 
man became rich, and continued to grow richer until 
he became very wealthy; 26:14 for he had possessions 
of flocks and herds and a great household, so that the 
Philistines envied him. 26:15 Now all the wells which 
his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham 
his father, the Philistines stopped up by filling them 
with earth. 26:16 Then Abimelech said to Isaac, ‘Go 
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away from us, for you are too powerful for us.’ 26:17 
And Isaac departed from there and camped in the val-
ley of Gerar, and settled there. (NASB)

 After all of these things we read Isaac dug a well as it says in 
Bereshit / Genesis 26:19, יט   וַיַּחְפְּרוּ עַבְדֵי-יִצְחָק בַּנָּחַל וַיִּמְצְאוּ-שָׁם בְּאֵר 
חַיִּים:  But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found“ מַיִם 
there a well of living water.” I feel this is a significant statement here. 
You will find looking up this in your English translations, the English 
translations do not say “living water” (מַיִם חַיִּים) but either just water 
of flowing water, etc. Note the rabbinic way of interpreting מַיִם חַיִּים is 
to be flowing water. The shepherds of Abimelech fought over this well 
of living water. More importantly, we see how Isaac lived out his faith 
being faithful to God and because of this he found a well of life (liv-
ing waters, מַיִם חַיִּים). This is a significant aspect of the Hebrew text 
that shows us how having faith and remaining faithful we will find a 
well of living water! There are many parallels to this and our faith in 
Yeshua the Messiah as the One who gives us a well of living water 
(read John 4).
 If we study the Rambam and his commentary, he does not find any 
purpose or glory to Isaac. There is however great glory to the credit 
of Isaac in the sense that he was faithful to God and believed in God’s 
Promises just as Abraham his father was faithful! Since Isaac was 
faithful, we are told as he dwelled in BeerSheva the Lord appeared to 
him and promised him saying in Bereshit / Genesis 26:24, כד   וַיֵּרָא 
 אֵלָיו יְהוָֹה בַּלַּיְלָה הַהוּא וַיּאֹמֶר אָנֹכִי אֱלֹהֵי אַבְרָהָם אָבִיךָ אַל-תִּירָא כִּי-אִתְּךָ
עַבְדִּי: אַבְרָהָם  וְהִרְבֵּיתִי אֶת-זַרְעֲךָ בַּעֲבוּר   I am the God“ אָנֹכִי וּבֵרַכְתִּיךָ 
of your father Abraham; Do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless 
you, and multiply your descendants, For the sake of My servant Abra-
ham.”  The Lord appeared and confirmed His Promise to Isaac. This 
suggests to us that the Lord God is the one who gives us the power 
to overcome our enemies and to live our lives for Him! These things 
reveal to us if we remain faithful to the Lord He will both be with us 
and bless us!
 Returning to the beginning of Bereshit / Genesis 26, looking at the 
opening verses, we read according to Bereshit / Genesis 26:3 the fol-
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lowing:

Bershit / Genesis 26:3
י־לְךָ֣ וּֽלְזַרְעֲךָ֗ אֶתֵּן֙ ךָּ כִּֽ הְיֶה֥ עִמְּךָ֖ וַאֲבָרְכֶ֑ את וְאֶֽ ֹ֔ רֶץ הַזּ  גּ֚וּר בָּאָ֣
עְתִּי נִשְׁבַּ֖ ר  אֲשֶׁ֥ ה  אֶת־הַשְּׁבֻעָ֔ מֹתִי֙  וַהֲקִֽ ל  הָאֵ֔ ת  אֲרָצֹ֣  אֶת־כָּל־הָֽ
יךָ׃ אָבִֽ ם   Reside in this land, and I will be with לְאַבְרָהָ֥
you and bless you; I will assign all these lands to you 
and to your heirs, fulfilling the oath that I swore to 
your father Abraham.

Looking closely at the Hebrew text, why did God phrase the com-
mand to not leave the Land of Israel as Isaac being a גּ֚וּר meaning to 
“dwell as a stranger” when the Lord had told him previously that he 
will שְׁכֹן בָּאָרֶץ “dwell permanently in the Land?” The rabbis say this 
is due to the Lord giving him a hint of גּוּר אַרְיֵה “sojourner of a lion” 
the rabbis say is the vision God had given him while laying on the 
altar during the Akedat Yitzchak, and they also say that his experience 
led to פחד יצחק “the fear of Isaac.” This led to His faith and faithful-
ness in the God of Abraham throughout his life remaining obedient to 
the teachings of his father. 
 In Bereshit / Genesis 26:15 we are told that the Philistines stopped 
up the wells of his father and that He continued to dig wells also shows 
us something very important.

Bereshit / Genesis 26:15
יו סִתְּ ם אָבִ֑ י אַבְרָהָ֣ יו בִּימֵ֖ י אָבִ֔ פְרוּ֙ עַבְדֵ֣ ר חָֽ ת אֲשֶׁ֤ ־וְכָל־הַבְּאֵרֹ֗

ר׃  ים וַיְמַלְא֖וּם עָפָֽ  And the Philistines stoppedמ֣וּם פְּלִשְׁתִּ֔
up all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in 
the days of his father Abraham, filling them with earth.

The way Isaac proceeded in life, He kept the wells of his father and 
he named them the same names is a very significant detail because it 
shows us the meticulous way in which Isaac adhered to the norms of 
his father and the things that Abraham had taught him. We also note 
that Isaac’s name was not changed, something that we see happening 
to both Abram --> Abraham, and Jacob --> Israel, this is distinctly dif-
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ferent and again illustrates how Isaac followed the teachings of his 
father Abraham.  
 There is real evidence that dads have a unique and important im-
pact in the lives of their children! This is illustrated here from the life 
of Isaac. Our culture seems to place little value on the role of fathers. 
This is pretty evident everywhere, from pop culture and media to gov-
ernment policy. In the life of Isaac, we see that he did not drift spiri-
tually from what his father had taught him. If we consider this idea 
of drifting spiritually, there are a few examples. One example may 
be found when Moshe went up the mountain and delayed in coming 
back. Another is when Israel entered the Promised Land and Moshe 
died, Joshua died, and all of those who lived through the exodus died, 
the people drifted spiritually from the teachings of their father. Anoth-
er example, when Yeshua ascended into heaven, we can see how over 
the course of thousands of years, people have tended to drift spiritu-
ally from the truth. When Moshe went up the mountain, the people 
wondered “what has become of him?” The people asked this ques-
tion and then said “we do not know what has become of him.” This 
illustrates how Moshe did not return according to their expectations. 
The Israelites then decided to look to the world, what they know, for 
a solution, and in this case to the place they were raised, Egypt. They 
asked to make a golden calf to worship as their god.  Moshe’s delay 
was longer than the people expected that he should be gone so their 
affections pulled their attention elsewhere. 
 We know that man has an inner quality to worship something, 
whether this is God or something else (money, etc). We also know this 
innate desire wants to be free to worship according to the dictates of 
one’s own mind. This leads to worship without boundaries, confusion, 
and leads many to seeking a god of their own creation. We know ac-
cording to the Scriptures that God is not pleased with this approach 
to worship. He is actually calling people out of this way of thinking 
because we as the people of God are not to allow the world to mold us 
into its conduct, character, and attitudes. Solomon wrote in Mishley / 
Proverbs 21:6 saying, “A man who wanders from the way of under-
standing will rest in the congregation of the dead.” Is this not a pretty 
strong way of saying what we are discussing here? The point is most 
people do not set out to deliberately depart from the truth of God and 
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His Messiah Yeshua. They begin learning new things, and little by 
little they begin to spiritually drift. Once the truth becomes a little 
blurry, it is more easy to move a way from the truth and to be deceived 
into many things. Even one’s way of thinking may be warped to the 
extent that he or she will not return to the truth found in the Scriptures, 
such as what we are taught concerning the gospel message in the NT. 
The author of the book of Hebrews makes an analogy that is similar to 
a boat drifting away in relation to the topic of spiritual drift.

Hebrews 2:1-3
2:1 For this reason we must pay much closer atten-
tion to what we have heard, so that we do not drift 
away from it. 2:2 For if the word spoken through an-
gels proved unalterable, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just penalty, 2:3 how will we 
escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was 
at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed 
to us by those who heard (NASB)

Here the author of Hebrews calls us to pay close attention to the truth 
and to hold fast to it so that we do not drift away from it. He says that 
every transgression and disobedience received just penalty (2:2) and 
how we have a great salvation in Yeshua the Messiah, how can we 
neglect such a great salvation? A person neglects this great salvation 
for many reasons, one is pride. I have run into people who trust in their 
works of righteousness for their salvation believing that God’s word 
forbids Yeshua from taking our sins upon himself. Presumption of the 
truth often results in careless drifting, which then quickly advances 
from simple neglect to willful disobedience and sin. We are called to 
be in a continual state of Teshuvah (repentance) and to diligently seek 
the Kingdom of God and truth. Considering the spiritual drift and be-
coming dull to hearing, Solomon had some things to say concerning 
this in Mishley / Proverbs 8:32-36.

Mishley / Proverbs 8:32-36
8:32 ‘Now therefore, O sons, listen to me, For bless-
ed are they who keep my ways. 8:33 ‘Heed instruction 
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and be wise, And do not neglect it. 8:34 ‘Blessed is the 
man who listens to me, Watching daily at my gates, 
Waiting at my doorposts. 8:35 ‘For he who finds me 
finds life And obtains favor from the Lord. 8:36 ‘But he 
who sins against me injures himself; All those who hate 
me love death.’ (NASB)

Notice how Solomon states that we are to listen carefully and apply 
diligently what we have been taught. If we do not but instead live a 
life of sin, then the conclusion is that one loves death rather than life. 
Since believing in Yeshua, have we ever thought of ourselves as “lov-
ing death?” Those who do not consciously and purposefully direct 
their lives by faith toward obedience to God in reality love death! 
These are the things that Isaac is drawing out for us in this week’s 
Torah portion. Isaac’s life may not be as dramatic as his predecessors 
or as that of his children, but great credit goes to Isaac in the sense 
that he was faithful to God and believed in God’s Promises just as 
Abraham his father was faithful! He proceeded in life by keeping the 
faith, i.e. He kept the wells of his father and he named them the same 
names is a very significant detail because it shows us the meticulous 
way in which Isaac adhered to the norms of his father and the things 
that Abraham had taught him. So too we must trust in the truth that is 
laid out in the Scriptures as we understand it, the love of God for His 
people led to the sending His of Son Yeshua to die for our sins so that 
we may receive the forgiveness of sins and eternal life! 


