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יום
כפור

Yom Kippur

Vayikra / Leviticus 16:1-34, Bamidbar / Numbers 29:7-11, 
Isaiah 57:14-58:14
Matthew 25:31-46

Generational Sin

	 Following	the	death	of	Nadav	and	Avihu	we	see	instructions	on	
the	ritual	for	Yom	Kippur	according	to	Vayikra / Leviticus 16. In the 
festival	of	Yom	Kippur,	we	find	a	very	Torah	centric	principle	con-
cerning	the	confession	of	sin,	atonement,	and	forgiveness	from	God!	
These	narratives	establish	the	concept	of	the	God	of	Israel	as	a	God	
of	mercy	and	forgiveness.		Let’s	read	through	the	section	of	Scripture	
from	Vayikra	/	Leviticus	16.

Vayikra / Leviticus 16:5-22
ִיל את	ְוַא֥ ים	ְלַחָּט֑ י	ִעִּז֖ י־ְׂשִעיֵר֥ ח	ְׁשֵנֽ ל	ִיַּק֛ ת	ֲעַד֙ת	ְּבֵנ֣י	ִיְׂשָרֵא֔  ּוֵמֵא֗
ה׃ ד	ְלֹעָלֽ  And from the Israelite community he 16:5 ֶאָח֖
shall take two he-goats for a sin offering and a ram for 
a burnt offering. ֲאֶׁשר־֑לֹו	את ר	ַהַחָּט֖ ן	ֶאת־ַּפ֥ יב	ַאֲהֹר֛  ְוִהְקִר֧
ֵּביֽתֹו׃ ד	 ּוְבַע֥ ַּבֲע֖דֹו	 ר	  Aaron is to offer his own 16:6 ְוִכֶּפ֥
bull of sin offering, to make expiation for himself and 
for his household. ֹאָת֙ם	יד ְוֶהֱעִמ֤ ם	 ח	ֶאת־ְׁשֵנ֣י	ַהְּׂשִעיִר֑  ְוָלַק֖
16:7 ד׃  מֹוֵעֽ ֶהל	 ֹא֥ ַתח	 ֶּפ֖ ה	 ְיהָו֔  Aaron shall take the ִלְפֵנ֣י	
two he-goats and let them stand before the LORD at 
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the entrance of the Tent of Meeting; ַעל־ְׁשֵנ֥י	ן ן	ַאֲהֹר֛  ְוָנַת֧
ַלֲעָזאֵזֽל׃ ד	 ֶאָח֖ ל	 ְוגֹוָר֥ ה	 ַליהָו֔ ֶאָח֙ד	 ל	 ּגֹוָר֤ ּגֹוָר֑לֹות	 ם	  ַהְּׂשִעיִר֖
16:8 and he shall place lots upon the two goats, one 
marked for the LORD and the other marked for Azazel. 
ַליהָו֑ה ל	 ַהּגֹוָר֖ יו	 ָעָל֛ ה	 ָעָל֥ ר	 ֲאֶׁש֨ יר	 ֶאת־ַהָּׂשִע֔ ַאֲהֹר֙ן	 יב	  ְוִהְקִר֤
את׃ 16:9 הּו	ַחָּטֽ  Aaron shall bring forward the goat ְוָעָׂש֖
designated by lot for the LORD, which he is to offer 
as a sin offering; ל יו	ַהּגֹוָר֙ל	ַלֲעָזאֵז֔ ה	ָעָל֤ יר	ֲאֶׁש֩ר	ָעָל֨  ְוַהָּׂשִע֗
ח	ֹא֛תֹו	ַלֲעָזאֵז֖ל	ַהִּמְדָּבֽ יו	ְלַׁשַּל֥ ר	ָעָל֑ י	ִלְפֵנ֥י	ְיהָו֖ה	ְלַכֵּפ֣ ֳעַמד־ַח֛ ־ָיֽ

 while the goat designated by lot for Azazel ָרה׃ 16:10
shall be left standing alive before the LORD, to make 
expiation with it and to send it off to the wilderness for 
Azazel. ֲע֖דֹו ר	ַּבֽ ַחָּטא֙ת	ֲאֶׁשר־֔לֹו	ְוִכֶּפ֥ ר	ַהֽ ן	ֶאת־ַּפ֤ יב	ַאֲהֹר֜  ְוִהְקִר֨
את	ֲאֶׁשר־ֽלֹו׃ 16:11 ַחָּט֖ ר	ֽהַ ט	ֶאת־ַּפ֥ ד	ֵּבי֑תֹו	ְוָׁשַח֛  Aaron ּוְבַע֣
shall then offer his bull of sin offering, to make expi-
ation for himself and his household. He shall slaugh-
ter his bull of sin offering, ׁש ֲחֵלי־ֵא֞ ַּמְחָּתה	ַּגֽ א־ַה֠ ֹֽ ח	ְמל  ְוָלַק֣
יא ְוֵהִב֖ ה	 ַּדָּק֑ ים	 ַסִּמ֖ ֶרת	 ְקֹט֥ יו	 ָחְפָנ֔ א	 ֹ֣ ּוְמל ה	 ְיהָו֔ ִמִּלְפֵנ֣י	 	 ַח֙ ַהִּמְזֵּב֙ ל	  ֵמַע֤
ֶכת׃	16:12 ית	ַלָּפֹרֽ -and he shall take a panful of glow ִמֵּב֥
ing coals scooped from the altar before the LORD, and 
two handfuls of finely ground aromatic incense, and 
bring this behind the curtain. ׁש ֶרת	ַעל־ָהֵא֖ ת־ַהְּקֹט֛ ן	ֶאֽ  ְוָנַת֧
ר	ַעל־ָהֵע֖דּות ֶרת	ֲאֶׁש֥ ֶרת	ֶאת־ַהַּכֹּפ֛ ה	׀	ֲעַנ֣֣ן	ַהְּקֹט֗  ִלְפֵנ֣י	ְיהָו֑ה	ְוִכָּס֣
16:13 ָיֽמּות׃	 א	 ֹ֥  He shall put the incense on the fire ְול
before the LORD, so that the cloud from the incense 
screens the cover that is over [the Ark of] the Pact, 
lest he die. ֶרת ר	ְוִהָּז֧ה	ְבֶאְצָּב֛עֹו	ַעל־ְּפֵנ֥י	ַהַּכֹּפ֖ ם	ַהָּפ֔  ְוָלַק֙ח	ִמַּד֣
ְּבֶאְצָּבֽעֹו׃ ם	 ִמן־ַהָּד֖ ים	 ַבע־ְּפָעִמ֛ ֶׁשֽ ַיֶּז֧ה	 ֶרת	 ַהַּכֹּפ֗ ְוִלְפֵנ֣י	 ְדָמה	  ֵק֑
16:14 He shall take some of the blood of the bull and 
sprinkle it with his finger over the cover on the east 
side; and in front of the cover he shall sprinkle some of 
the blood with his finger seven times. יר ט	ֶאת־ְׂשִע֤  ְוָׁשַח֞
ה ֶכת	ְוָעָׂש֣ ית	ַלָּפֹר֑ ם	ְוֵהִבי֙א	ֶאת־ָּד֔מֹו	ֶאל־ִמֵּב֖ ר	ָלָע֔ ַחָּטא֙ת	ֲאֶׁש֣  ַהֽ
ֶרת	ְוִל ר	ְוִהָּז֥ה	ֹא֛תֹו	ַעל־ַהַּכֹּפ֖ ם	ַהָּפ֔ ר	ָעָׂש֙ה	ְלַד֣ ־ֶאת־ָּד֗מֹו	ַּכֲאֶׁש֤
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ֶרת׃ 16:15  He shall then slaughter the people’s ְפֵנ֥י	ַהַּכֹּפֽ
goat of sin offering, bring its blood behind the curtain, 
and do with its blood as he has done with the blood 
of the bull: he shall sprinkle it over the cover and in 
front of the cover. ל ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ ְּבֵנ֣י	 ִמֻּטְמֹא֙ת	 ֶדׁש	 ַעל־ַהֹּק֗ ר	  ְוִכֶּפ֣
ם ן	ִאָּת֔ ד	ַהֹּׁשֵכ֣ ֶהל	מֹוֵע֔ ן	ַיֲעֶׂש֙ה	ְלֹא֣ ם	ְוֵכ֤ ם	ְלָכל־ַחּטֹאָת֑  ּוִמִּפְׁשֵעיֶה֖
ם׃ 16:16  Thus he shall purge the Shrine of ְּב֖תֹוְך	ֻטְמֹאָתֽ
the uncleanness and transgression of the Israelites, 
whatever their sins; and he shall do the same for the 
Tent of Meeting, which abides with them in the midst 
of their uncleanness. ד מֹוֵע֗ ֶהל	 ְּבֹא֣ ׀	 לֹא־ִיְהֶי֣ה	 ם	  ְוָכל־ָאָד֞
ד ד	ֵּבי֔תֹו	ּוְבַע֖ ר	ַּבֲעדֹ֙ו	ּוְבַע֣ ֶדׁש	ַעד־ֵצא֑תֹו	ְוִכֶּפ֤ ר	ַּבֹּק֖  ְּבֹב֛אֹו	ְלַכֵּפ֥
ל׃ 16:17 ל	ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ -When he goes in to make expi ָּכל־ְקַה֥
ation in the Shrine, nobody else shall be in the Tent of 
Meeting until he comes out. When he has made expia-
tion for himself and his household, and for the whole 
congregation of Israel, י־ְיהָו֖ה ר	ִלְפֵנֽ ַח	ֲאֶׁש֥ א	ֶאל־ַהִּמְזֵּב֛  ְוָיָצ֗
ן	ַעל־ַקְר֥נֹות ְוָנַת֛ יר	 ם	ַהָּׂשִע֔ ם	ַהָּפ֙ר	ּוִמַּד֣ ח	ִמַּד֤ ְוָלַק֞ יו	 ָעָל֑ ר	  ְוִכֶּפ֣
יב׃ 16:18 ַח	ָסִבֽ  he shall go out to the altar that is ַהִּמְזֵּב֖
before the LORD and purge it: he shall take some of 
the blood of the bull and of the goat and apply it to 
each of the horns of the altar; ְּבֶאְצ	ם יו	ִמן־ַהָּד֛ ה	ָעָל֧ ־ְוִהָּז֨
ל׃ 16:19 ת	ְּבֵנ֥י	ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ ים	ְוִטֲה֣רֹו	ְוִקְּדׁ֔שֹו	ִמֻּטְמֹא֖ ַבע	ְּפָעִמ֑  ָּב֖עֹו	ֶׁש֣
and the rest of the blood he shall sprinkle on it with 
his finger seven times. Thus he shall cleanse it of the 
uncleanness of the Israelites and consecrate it. ְוִכָּל֙ה 
יב	ֶאת־ ַח	ְוִהְקִר֖ ד	ְוֶאת־ַהִּמְזֵּב֑ ֶהל	מֹוֵע֖ ֶדׁש	ְוֶאת־ֹא֥ ר	ֶאת־ַהֹּק֔ ִמַּכֵּפ֣
16:20 י׃	 ֶהָחֽ יר	  When he has finished purging the ַהָּׂשִע֥
Shrine, the Tent of Meeting, and the altar, the live goat 
shall be brought forward. ]יו י	ידו	]ָיָד֗ ן	ֶאת־ְׁשֵּת֣ ְך	ַאֲהֹר֜  ְוָסַמ֨
יו	ֶאת־ָּכל־ֲעֹוֹנ֙ת	ְּבֵנ֣י	ִיְׂש ה	ָעָל֗ אׁש	ַהָּׂשִעי֮ר	ַהַח֒י	ְוִהְתַוָּד֣ ֹ֣ ל	ר ־ַע֨
אׁש ֹ֣ ַעל־ר ֹאָת֙ם	 ן	 ְוָנַת֤ ם	 ְלָכל־ַחּטֹאָת֑ ם	 ְוֶאת־ָּכל־ִּפְׁשֵעיֶה֖ ל	  ָרֵא֔
ָרה׃ 16:21 י	ַהִּמְדָּבֽ יׁש	ִעִּת֖ ח	ְּבַיד־ִא֥ יר	ְוִׁשַּל֛  Aaron shall ַהָּׂשִע֔
lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat and 
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confess over it all the iniquities and transgressions of 
the Israelites, whatever their sins, putting them on the 
head of the goat; and it shall be sent off to the wil-
derness through a designated man. יו ָעָל֛ יר	 ַהָּׂשִע֥ א	  ְוָנָׂש֨
ר׃ ַּבִּמְדָּבֽ יר	 ֶאת־ַהָּׂשִע֖ ח	 ְוִׁשַּל֥ ה	 ְּגֵזָר֑ ֶרץ	 ֶאל־ֶא֣ ם	  ֶאת־ָּכל־ֲעֹוֹנָת֖
16:22 Thus the goat shall carry on it all their iniquities 
to an inaccessible region; and the goat shall be set free 
in the wilderness. (Sefaria)

	 In	 this	 week’s	 Torah	 portion	 for	Yom	Kippur,	 these	 Scriptures	
speak	of	the	importance	of	confessing	our	sins	before	the	Lord	God	
Almighty	 in	 Heaven,	 ְוֶאת- מֹוֵעד	 ְוֶאת-ֹאֶהל	 ֶאת-ַהֹּקֶדׁש	 ִמַּכֵּפר	 ְוִכָּלה	 כ	
ַהִּמְזֵּבַח	ְוִהְקִריב	ֶאת-ַהָּׂשִעיר	ֶהָחי:	כא	ְוָסַמְך	ַאֲהֹרן	ֶאת-ְׁשֵּתי	ָיָדו	]ָיָדיו[	ַעל-
ָרֵאל	ְוֶאת-ָּכל-ִּפְׁשֵעיֶהם  רֹאׁש	ַהָּׂשִעיר	ַהַחי	ְוִהְתַוָּדה	ָעָליו	ֶאת-ָּכל-ֲעֹוֹנת	ְּבֵני	ִיְשֹ
ַהִּמְדָּבָרה: ִעִּתי	 ְּבַיד-ִאיׁש	 ְוִׁשַּלח	 ַהָּׂשִעיר	 ַעל-רֹאׁש	 ֹאָתם	 ְוָנַתן	  ְלָכל-ַחּטֹאָתם	
16:20 ‘When he finishes atoning for the holy place and the tent of 
meeting and the altar, he shall offer the live goat. 16:21 ‘Then Aaron 
shall lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess 
over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their transgres-
sions in regard to all their sins; and he shall lay them on the head of 
the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who 
stands in readiness. (NASB)	When	the	Lord	gave	these	commands	to	
the	nation	of	Israel,	He	included	a	warning	and	a	blessing.		God	said,	
“… I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me; and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love 
me, and keep my commandments” (Shemot / Exodus 20:5-6).	Here	the	
Lord	God	Almighty	speaks	of	being	merciful	to	those	who	love	him	
and	keep	His	commands.	 	According	to	the	Torah,	 the	Lord	repeats	
a	warning	about	generational	 iniquities	 in Shemot / Exodus 34:6-7,	
Bamidbar / Numbers 14:18,	and	Devarim / Deuteronomy 5:9-10.	This	
warning	speaks	to	us	about	the	importance	of	teaching	our	children	
about	God’s	Word!	This	teaches	us	that	what	we	do	matters	to	the	next	
generation	because	children	have	the	natural	tendency	to	imitate	their	
parents.	This	is	the	most	significant	aspect	of	Vayikra / Leviticus 26:40 
and	 confessing	 the	 sins	 of	 our	 fathers,	which	 is	 to	 understand	how	
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our	lives	are	influenced	by	our	forefathers.	When	we	set	our	hearts	to	
recognize	 these	 things,	we	are	able	 to	 respond	appropriately	 to	 that	
influence.	When	parents	do	 something	 that	 is	wrong,	 their	 children	
will	very	likely	justify	the	same	actions,	even	destructive	actions	and	
attitudes,	before	men	and	God.	The	tendency	then	is	the	subsequent	
generations	move	 beyond	 the	 wickedness	 of	 their	 parents	 entering	
into	even	greater	levels	of	sin	and	ungodliness.	Look	at	how	our	world	
today	has	changed	so	drastically	over	the	years.	We	see	rioting,	loot-
ing,	killing,	and	hatred	in	the	streets.		Parents	today	have	allow	their	
children	to	grow	up	without	the	knowledge	of	God.	Because	of	this,	
the	children	serve	not	only	their	ignorance	and	unbelief,	but	also	their	
destruction.	What	we	see	going	on	in	the	world	today	is	reason	why	
it	 is	 the	duty	of	every	parent	 to	 teach	 their	children	about	God	and	
his	saving	and	transformational	work,	so	that	the	next	generation	will	
know	the	Lord	and	be	saved.
 Tehillim / Psalms 90	is	a	prayer	of	Moshe,	and	he	says	in	Tehillim 
/ Psalms 90:16, “Let your work be shown to your servants, and your 
glorious power to their children.”	 It	 is	 not	 enough	 that	we	 simply	
teach	our	children	about	the	Lord	God	of	Israel	and	His	Messiah	Ye-
shua,	we	also	must	live	according	to	God’s	Holy	Word!	The	funda-
mental	principle	of	the	influences	of	sin	is	understood	even	from	the	
beginning	as	Paul	pointed	out,	“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned.” (Romans 5:12)	This	 concept	 rests	 at	 the	
heart	of	our	strengths	and	weaknesses	because	we	physically	inherit	
part	of	and	are	influenced	by	our	ancestors,	we	are	deeply	influenced	
by	their	decisions	and	the	patterns	of	their	lives.	What	Paul	is	writ-
ing	about	 is	not	 the	doctrine	of	“original sin.”	This	 is	 the	example	
of	ancestral	influence	as	found	in	Hebrews 7	which	states,	“… Levi 
also, who received tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in 
the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.” (Hebrews 7:9-
10)	Although	Levi	was	not	born	until	many	years	after	Abraham	and	
Melchizedek	(ק 	Hebrews	of	book	the	from	midrash	this	met,	(ַמְלִכּי־ֶצֶדֿ
speaks	of	his	being	a	physical	part	of	Abraham	when	Abraham	paid	
his	tithes.	These	things	are	all	related	to	the	concept	of	confessing	our	
sins	before	God	and	our	acknowledging	the	iniquities	of	our	forefa-
thers,	recognizing	their	influences	in	our	lives	and	repent	of	our	own	
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sins,	and	endeavoring	to	overcome	the	tendencies	toward	specific	sins	
that	we	have	inherited.	Again,	while	we	are	not	held	responsible	for	
the	sins	of	our	ancestors,	we	are	susceptible	to	their	areas	of	weakness	
and	should	be	aware	of	our	inclination	towards	sin.	


