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פרשת
וארא 

Parashat Va’era

Shemot /  Exodus 6:2-9:35, Ezekiel 28:25-29:21
Matthew 12:1-14

The Spirit of Blasphemy

	 The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	Romans	saying,	“As it is written, 
‘The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of 
you.’” (Romans 2:24, τὸ γὰρ ὄνομα τοῦ θεοῦ δι’ ὑμᾶς βλασφημεῖται 
ἐν τοῖς ἔθνεσιν, καθὼς γέγραπται.)	Paul	wrote	“As it is written...”  
The	question	presented	to	us	here	is	“where was this written?”  The 
Greek	text	is	written	as	καθὼς	γέγραπται	meaning	“according to the 
manner in which it is written.”		Looking	at	the	Greek	text	Paul	wrote	
“as it is written”	at	the	end	of	the	verse	saying	first	the	name	of	God	
is	blasphemed	among	the	Gentiles	followed	by “as it is written.”  The 
English	 translation	however	 reverses	 the	 order	 of	 the	 phrase	 to	 the	
beginning	of	the	sentence.		The	way	Paul	is	writing	these	things,	he	
is	making	a	divide	between	a	proof	text	and	an	illustration.		It	may	be	
Paul	had	this	week’s	Torah	portion	in	mind,	Parashat	Va’era,	and	the	
plagues	the	Lord	God	had	brought	upon	Egypt.		This	attitude	of	blas-
pheme	goes	all	the	way	back	to	the	Torah	with	Moshe	going	before	
Pharaoh	saying	according	to	Shemot / Exodus 9:14 את ֹ֗ הַזּ עַם	 בַּפַּ֣ ׀	 י	  כִּ֣
נִי ין	כָּמֹ֖ י	אֵ֥ ע	כִּ֛ ךָ	בַּעֲב֣וּר	תֵּדַ֔ יךָ	וּבְעַמֶּ֑ ל־לִבְּךָ֔	וּבַעֲבָדֶ֖ חַ	אֶת־כָּל־מַגֵּפֹתַי֙	אֶֽ י	שֹׁלֵ֜  אֲנִ֨
רֶץ׃  For this time I will send all My plagues on you and your‘ בְּכָל־הָאָֽ
servants and your people, so that you may know that there is no one 
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like Me in all the earth. (NASB)		It	is	at	this	point	that	God	meant	to	
tell	 Pharaoh	 that	 the	 impact	 of	 this	 impending	 plague	would	 com-
pletely	change	his	attitude	towards	the	God	of	Israel,	even	from	since	
the	first	time	Moshe	had	come	to	him	declaring	“let my people go.”  
Previously	Pharaoh’s	magicians	were	able	to	reproduce	the	plagues.		
It	was	only	with	the	plague	of	gnats	(כנם Shemot / Exodus 8:16-19) 
the	magicians	declared	“this is the finger of God.”		It	wasn’t	until	this	
time,	the	plague	of	hail	(ice)	and	fire	that	Pharaoh	would	realize	his	
mistake.		What	Pharaoh	had	previously	seen	was	a	powerful	work	of	
demons	up	until	this	point.		He	most	likely	disregarded	the	previous	
miracles	because	his	magicians	were	able	to	duplicate	them.		In	the	
plague	of	fire	and	 ice,	 the	Lord	God	was	 forcing	Pharaoh	 to	admit	
that	none	were	capable	of	producing	 this	kind	of	plague	 they	were	
about	to	experience.		In	Shemot / Exodus 9:14	the	Lord	says	ָ֔ל־לִבְּך  אֶֽ
saying	that	he	is	speaking	to	Pharaoh’s	heart.		Up	until	now	Pharaoh	
had	related	all	that	he	has	seen	to	his	eyes	and	his	mind.		The	Lord	
God	stressed	the	word	 	this	that	emphasize	My plagues,” to“	,מַגֵּפֹתַי֙
phenomena	emanated	directly	from	God.		No	demon	or	sorcerer	could	
possibly	wield	such	power.	(Or HaChaim on Exodus 9:14 Part 3)		It	
was	at	 this	point	 the	blaspheme	of	God’s	name	became	a	very	 real	
thing	in	Pharaoh’s	heart.		The	Lord	God	Almighty	said	“For this time 
I will send all My plagues upon your person, and your courtiers, and 
your people, in order that you may know that there is none like Me in 
all the world.” (NASB)		The	Lord	made	a	distinction	between	His	peo-
ple	and	the	Egyptians.		These	things	are	what	shape	our	understanding	
of	the	Covenant	of	God,	His	relationship	with	His	people,	through	the	
power	of	His	Word	to	deliver	them	from	slavery	and	set	them	free	to	
serve	and	worship	God	the	way	He	calls	us	to.		
	 First	century	Judaism	was	a	complex	religion	consisting	of	vari-
ous	 sects	 (subgroups)	 having	 their	 own	perspective	on	 the	 true	 ex-
pression	of	God’s	covenant	with	Moshe	and	what	this	looked	like	for	
God’s	people.		Take	for	example,	the	Pharisees	considered	their	Oral	
Tradition	(Mishnah)	as	being	equal	with	the	Written	Scriptures.		The	
Sadducees	wanted	to	appease	Rome	since	they	were	put	into	positions	
of	power	by	the	Roman	government.		The	Sadducees	believed	only	in	
the	Torah	and	neglected	the	Prophets	and	the	Writings	section	of	the	
Tanach.		The	Zealots	believed	that	a	violent	revolution	was	the	way	
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to	go	against	the	pagan	Roman	occupiers	and	that	this	kind	of	revolt	
would	bring	about	 the	kingdom	of	God.	 	The	Essense	believed	 the	
Temple	service	was	corrupted	and	withdrew	to	the	wilderness,	living	
an	ascetic	life	and	producing	the	Dead	Sea	Scrolls.		Based	upon	what	
we	do	know	about	these	subgroups	in	Judaism,	despite	their	differenc-
es,	these	groups	all	agreed	upon	the	idea	that	ethnic	Jewishness	con-
ferred	certain	privileges	before	God.		The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	saying	
the	same,	agreeing	that	there	were	certain	advantages	to	being	Jewish	
(Romans 3:1-2, 9:4-5).		Paul	rejected	the	idea	however	that	one’s	Jew-
ishness	alone	or	by	simply	obeying	the	mitzvot	alone	would	convey	
salvation	(Romans 2:1-16).		Paul	taught	that	one	cannot	be	declared	
righteous	before	God	by	obedience	to	the	commandments	(mitzvot)	
alone	because	obedience	requires	perfection,	and	no	man	is	capable	of	
perfectly	keeping	the	commands.		This	is	how	he	related	this	saying	
“As it is written, ‘The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 
because of you.’” (Romans 2:24)		Even	one	significant	failure	would	
doom	us	all	(Galatians 3:10-12, 5:3, James 2:10).		The	Midrashic	ap-
proach	to	this	week’s	Torah	portion	according	to	Midrash	Rabbah	on	
Shemot	Parashat	12	Part	4	states	that	“The words “all My plagues” 
refers to the hail which broke the trees whereas the fire contained 
within it burned the roots. The force of the cold did not extinguish 
the fire, nor did the heat of the fire melt the hail (ice).”	 	There	was	
something	to	this	plagued	that	was	related	to	destruction	at	both	the	
surface	and	deep	down	within	(at	the	root).		The	Midrash	goes	on	to	
relate	this	to	two	feuding	dukes	who	are	opposing	forces	required	to	
work	together	 in	order	 to	overcome	the	enemy.	 	Ezekiel’s	vision	of	
the	angels	holding	up	the	throne	of	God	were	as	fire	and	ice	speak-
ing	of	these	as	natural	forces	with	opposing	characteristics	that	were	
necessary	for	the	habitat	of	heaven	as	compared	to	that	of	the	earth.		
This	may	also	be	paralleled	to	the	Yetzer	Hara	and	the	Yetzer	Hatov	
being	created	by	God	within	a	man,	these	opposing	forces	which	are	
a	necessary	part	of	man	to	cause	him	to	succeed	in	this	world	(i.e. to 
seek a wife, to build a house, to enter into business with others, etc).		
When	discussing	these	things,	we	understand	the	idea	of	the	“spirit of 
blaspheme”	is	connected	to	the	life	of	a	believer	who	blasphemes	the	
name	of	the	Lord	by	the	way	he	lives	his	life,	or	by	the	words	that	he	
says	(i.e. “Oh my G--”).		When	these	things	are	mixed	together,	like	
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fire	and	ice,	two	opposing	forces,	the	life	of	a	believer	is	confounded	
in	his	spiritual	life	and	witness	before	the	world.		The	significance	of	
what	we	read	here	in	this	week’s	Torah	portion	is	taking	God’s	Word	
seriously	 in	our	 lives	 in	 the	 sense	of	by	 the	way	we	 live	our	 lives,	
either	being	according	to	God’s	word	or	according	to	what	we	see	is	
good	in	our	own	eyes.	 	Our	words	and	our	actions	reveals	the	truth	
about	what	we	believe.

Shemot / Exodus 9:13-35
9:13 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Rise up early in 
the morning and stand before Pharaoh and say to him, 
‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, ‘Let My 
people go, that they may serve Me. 9:14 ‘For this time 
I will send all My plagues on you and your servants 
and your people, so that you may know that there is no 
one like Me in all the earth. 9:15 ‘For if by now I had 
put forth My hand and struck you and your people with 
pestilence, you would then have been cut off from the 
earth. 9:16 ‘But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed 
you to remain, in order to show you My power and in 
order to proclaim My name through all the earth. 9:17 
‘Still you exalt yourself against My people by not let-
ting them go. 9:18 ‘Behold, about this time tomorrow, 
I will send a very heavy hail, such as has not been seen 
in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 9:19 
‘Now therefore send, bring your livestock and whatev-
er you have in the field to safety. Every man and beast 
that is found in the field and is not brought home, when 
the hail comes down on them, will die.’’‘ 9:20 The one 
among the servants of Pharaoh who feared the word 
of the Lord made his servants and his livestock flee 
into the houses; 9:21 but he who paid no regard to the 
word of the Lord left his servants and his livestock in 
the field. 9:22 Now the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch 
out your hand toward the sky, that hail may fall on all 
the land of Egypt, on man and on beast and on every 
plant of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.’ 9:23 
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Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, and the 
Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the 
earth. And the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt. 
9:24 So there was hail, and fire flashing continually 
in the midst of the hail, very severe, such as had not 
been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 
9:25 The hail struck all that was in the field through 
all the land of Egypt, both man and beast; the hail also 
struck every plant of the field and shattered every tree 
of the field. 9:26 Only in the land of Goshen, where 
the sons of Israel were, there was no hail. 9:27 Then 
Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, 
‘I have sinned this time; the Lord is the righteous one, 
and I and my people are the wicked ones. 9:28 ‘Make 
supplication to the Lord, for there has been enough of 
God’s thunder and hail; and I will let you go, and you 
shall stay no longer.’ 9:29 Moses said to him, ‘As soon 
as I go out of the city, I will spread out my hands to the 
Lord; the thunder will cease and there will be hail no 
longer, that you may know that the earth is the Lord’s. 
9:30 ‘But as for you and your servants, I know that 
you do not yet fear the Lord God.’ 9:31 (Now the flax 
and the barley were ruined, for the barley was in the 
ear and the flax was in bud. 9:32 But the wheat and 
the spelt were not ruined, for they ripen late.) 9:33 So 
Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread 
out his hands to the Lord; and the thunder and the hail 
ceased, and rain no longer poured on the earth. 9:34 
But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and 
the thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened 
his heart, he and his servants. 9:35 Pharaoh’s heart 
was hardened, and he did not let the sons of Israel go, 
just as the Lord had spoken through Moses. (NASB)

 יג			וַיּאֹמֶר	יְהוָֹה	אֶל-מֹשֶׁה	הַשְׁכֵּם	בַּבֹּקֶר	וְהִתְיַצֵּב	לִפְנֵי
 פַרְעֹה	וְאָמַרְתָּ	אֵלָיו	כֹּה-אָמַר	יְהוָֹה	אֱלֹהֵי	הָעִבְרִים	שַׁלַּח
אֶת-עַמִּי	וְיַעַבְדֻנִי:	יד			כִּי	|	בַּפַּעַם	הַזּאֹת	אֲנִי	שֹׁלֵחַ	אֶת-
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 כָּל-מַגֵּפֹתַי	אֶל-לִבְּךָ	וּבַעֲבָדֶיךָ	וּבְעַמֶּךָ	בַּעֲבוּר	תֵּדַע	כִּי	אֵין
 כָּמֹנִי	בְּכָל-הָאָרֶץ:	טו			כִּי	עַתָּה	שָׁלַחְתִּי	אֶת-יָדִי	וָאַךְ	אוֹתְךָ
 וְאֶת-עַמְּךָ	בַּדָּבֶר	וַתִּכָּחֵד	מִן-הָאָרֶץ:	טז			וְאוּלָם	בַּעֲבוּר	זאֹת
הֶעֱמַדְתִּיךָ	בַּעֲבוּר	הַרְאֹתְךָ	אֶת-כֹּחִי	וּלְמַעַן	סַפֵּר	שְׁמִי	בְּכָל־
 הָאָרֶץ:	]שביעי[	יז			עוֹדְךָ	מִסְתּוֹלֵל	בְּעַמִּי	לְבִלְתִּי	שַׁלְּחָם:
 יח			הִנְנִי	מַמְטִיר	כָּעֵת	מָחָר	בָּרָד	כָּבֵד	מְאֹד	אֲשֶׁר	לאֹ-הָיָה
 כָמֹהוּ	בְּמִצְרַיִם	לְמִן-הַיּוֹם	הִוָּסְדָה	וְעַד-עָתָּה:	יט			וְעַתָּה
 שְׁלַח	הָעֵז	אֶת-מִקְנְךָ	וְאֵת	כָּל-אֲשֶׁר	לְךָ	בַּשָּׂדֶה	כָּל-הָאָדָם

 וְהַבְּהֵמָה	אֲשֶׁר-יִמָּצֵא	בַשָּׂדֶה	וְלאֹ	יֵאָסֵף	הַבַּיְתָה	וְיָרַד	עֲלֵהֶם
 הַבָּרָד	וָמֵתוּ:	כ			הַיָּרֵא	אֶת-דְּבַר	יְהֹוָה	מֵעַבְדֵי	פַּרְעֹה	הֵנִיס
ם  אֶת-עֲבָדָיו	וְאֶת-מִקְנֵהוּ	אֶל-הַבָּתִּים:	כא			וַאֲשֶׁר	לאֹ-שָֹ
   לִבּוֹ	אֶל-דְּבַר	יְהוָֹה	וַיַּעֲזֹב	אֶת-עֲבָדָיו	וְאֶת-מִקְנֵהוּ	בַּשָּׂדֶה:
 פ			כב			וַיּאֹמֶר	יְהֹוָה	אֶל-מֹשֶׁה	נְטֵה	אֶת-יָדְךָ	עַל-הַשָּׁמַיִם
 וִיהִי	בָרָד	בְּכָל-אֶרֶץ	מִצְרָיִם	עַל-הָאָדָם	וְעַל-הַבְּהֵמָה	וְעַל
ב	הַשָּׂדֶה	בְּאֶרֶץ	מִצְרָיִם:	כג			וַיֵּט	מֹשֶׁה	אֶת-מַטֵּהוּ  כָּל-עֵשֶֹ

 עַל-הַשָּׁמַיִם	וַיהֹוָה	נָתַן	קֹלֹת	וּבָרָד	וַתִּהֲלַךְ-אֵשׁ	אָרְצָה	וַיַּמְטֵר
־יְהוָֹה	בָּרָד	עַל-אֶרֶץ	מִצְרָיִם:	כד			וַיְהִי	בָרָד	וְאֵשׁ	מִתְלַקַּ

 חַת	בְּתוֹךְ	הַבָּרָד	כָּבֵד	מְאֹד	אֲשֶׁר	לאֹ-הָיָה	כָמֹהוּ	בְּכָל-אֶרֶץ
 מִצְרַיִם	מֵאָז	הָיְתָה	לְגוֹי:	כה			וַיַּךְ	הַבָּרָד	בְּכָל-אֶרֶץ	מִצְרַיִם
ב	הַשָּׂדֶה  אֵת	כָּל-אֲשֶׁר	בַּשָּׂדֶה	מֵאָדָם	וְעַד-בְּהֵמָה	וְאֵת	כָּל-עֵשֶֹ
 הִכָּה	הַבָּרָד	וְאֶת-כָּל-עֵץ	הַשָּׂדֶה	שִׁבֵּר:	כו			רַק	בְּאֶרֶץ	גּשֶׁן
רָאֵל	לאֹ	הָיָה	בָּרָד:	כז			וַיִּשְׁלַח	פַּרְעֹה  אֲשֶׁר-שָׁם	בְּנֵי	יִשְֹ
 וַיִּקְרָא	לְמֹשֶׁה	וּלְאַהֲרֹן	וַיּאֹמֶר	אֲלֵהֶם	חָטָאתִי	הַפָּעַם	יְהוָֹה
 הַצַּדִּיק	וַאֲנִי	וְעַמִּי	הָרְשָׁעִים:	כח			הַעְתִּירוּ	אֶל-יְהֹוָה	וְרַב
 מִהְיֹת	קֹלֹת	אֱלֹהִים	וּבָרָד	וַאֲשַׁלְּחָה	אֶתְכֶם	וְלאֹ	תֹסִפוּן

 לַעֲמֹד:	כט			וַיּאֹמֶר	אֵלָיו	מֹשֶׁה	כְּצֵאתִי	אֶת-הָעִיר	אֶפְרֹשֹ
 אֶת-כַּפַּי	אֶל-יְהוָֹה	הַקֹּלוֹת	יֶחְדָּלוּן	וְהַבָּרָד	לאֹ	יִהְיֶה-עוֹד

 לְמַעַן	תֵּדַע	כִּי	לַיהוָֹה	הָאָרֶץ:	ל			וְאַתָּה	וַעֲבָדֶיךָ	יָדַעְתִּי	כִּי
־טֶרֶם	תִּירְאוּן	מִפְּנֵי	יְהוָֹה	אֱלֹהִים:	לא			וְהַפִּשְׁתָּה	וְהַשְּׂעֹ

 רָה	נכָֻּתָה	כִּי	הַשְּׂעֹרָה	אָבִיב	וְהַפִּשְׁתָּה	גִּבְעֹל:	לב			וְהַחִטָּה
 וְהַכֻּסֶּמֶת	לאֹ	נכֻּוּ	כִּי	אֲפִילֹת	הֵנָּה:	]מפטיר[	לג			וַיֵּצֵא	מֹשֶׁה
 מֵעִם	פַּרְעֹה	אֶת-הָעִיר	וַיִּפְרֹשֹ	כַּפָּיו	אֶל-יְהוָֹה	וַיַּחְדְּלוּ	הַקֹּלוֹת
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 וְהַבָּרָד	וּמָטָר	לאֹ-נִתַּךְ	אָרְצָה:	לד			וַיַּרְא	פַּרְעֹה	כִּי-חָדַל
 הַמָּטָר	וְהַבָּרָד	וְהַקֹּלֹת	וַיֹּסֶף	לַחֲטאֹ	וַיַּכְבֵּד	לִבּוֹ	הוּא	וַעֲבָדָיו:
רָאֵל	כַּאֲשֶׁר  לה			וַיֶּחֱזַק	לֵב	פַּרְעֹה	וְלאֹ	שִׁלַּח	אֶת-בְּנֵי	יִשְֹ

דִּבֶּר	יְהוָֹה	בְּיַד-מֹשֶׁה:

	 Here	in	the	Torah	text,	the	Lord	God	Almighty	began	to	make	a	
distinction	between	the	children	of	Israel	and	the	Egyptians,	and	God	
said	according	to	Shemot / Exodus 9:14 אֶת־	חַ י	שֹׁלֵ֜ את	אֲנִ֨ ֹ֗ עַם	הַזּ י	׀	בַּפַּ֣ כִּ֣
רֶץ׃ נִי	בְּכָל־הָאָֽ ין	כָּמֹ֖ י	אֵ֥ ע	כִּ֛ ךָ	בַּעֲב֣וּר	תֵּדַ֔ יךָ	וּבְעַמֶּ֑ ל־לִבְּךָ֔	וּבַעֲבָדֶ֖  כָּל־מַגֵּפֹתַי֙	אֶֽ
For this time I will send all My plagues upon your person, and your 
courtiers, and your people, in order that you may know that there is 
none like Me in all the world. (NASB)		The	commentary	Chizkuni on 
Shemot / Exodus  9:16 Part 1	states	saying, “בכל	שמי	את	ספר	ולמען 
 and in order to spread My fame in the whole country, (or on“ ,הארץ
the whole earth).” G-d continues to respond “tit for tat,” seeing that 
Pharaoh had denied His existence, not to acknowledge His power, 
G-d will make sure that he will see how wrong he had been, and he 
would have to do so publicly.”		The	reason	we	remain	alive	today	is	
to	bring	glory	to	God	according	to	His	Mercy,	even	in	the	midst	of	
blaspheme	against	 the	name.	 	The	Lord	God	Almighty	does	 this	 in	
order	to	show	us	His	power,	and	in	order	that	we	will	proclaim	His	
name	throughout	the	whole	Earth.		The	way	the	Lord	God	is	reveal-
ing	Himself	for	those	who	have	said	“Who is God?”	is	so	we	are	able	
to	proclaim	His	name	all	through	the	earth.		The	Lord	God	says	this	
through	Moshe,	 and	we	note	how	back	 in	 those	days,	 they	did	not	
have	the	kind	of	world-wide	communication	capabilities	as	we	do	to-
day.		What	The	Lord	God	is	revealing	to	us	and	what	He	was	saying	
to	Pharaoh,	what	he	was	about	to	do	to	Pharaoh	and	his	people,	would	
be	the	instrument	through	which	the	whole	of	mankind	would	become	
aware	of	who	God	 is,	and	what	God	does	 to	 those	who	reject	Him	
and	His	commands.		We	are	learning	who	the	God	of	Abraham	is,	and	
what	it	means	to	be	in	a	covenant	relationship	with	Him.		The	power	
of	God	is	to	do	the	impossible	and	He	is	demonstrating	that	here	for	
us	in	this	week’s	Torah	portion!
	 The	commentary	Rabbeinu Bahya, Shemot / Exodus 9:16 Part 1 
states	the	following:
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Rabbeinu Bahya, Shemot / Exodus 9:16 Part 1
כוחי את	 הראותך	  in order to demonstrate to“ ,בעבור	
you My power.” G’d did not also display His גבורות, 
as this was an aspect of His which He did not display 
in Egypt. However, during the redemption of the future 
G’d will display this aspect of His power also as testi-
fied to by Ezekiel 40,4 who mentions this in connection 
with his vision of the building of the Third Temple. The 
key word in Ezekiel’s vision is the words הנה הובאתה 
 at the end. This is a ה spelled with the letter הראותכה
hint that at that time additional dimensions of G’d’s 
power and greatness will become manifest. The letter 
-used by Moses to de הראותך is absent in the word ה
scribe what G’d had shown Pharaoh.

The	rabbis	say	that	the	Lord	God	did	not	display	His	גבורות	as	this	
was	an	aspect	of	His	that	He	did	not	reveal	in	Egypt.		The	rabbis	note	
how	this	word	reveals	a	future	expectation	of	the	redemption	of	God	
in	relation	to	His	גבורות.		It	is	interesting	how	Yeshua	explains	to	his	
disciples	all	power	(גבורות)	and	authority	has	been	given	to	him.		In	
the	Messiah	Yeshua,	the	Lord	God	demonstrated	his	גבורות	to	all	the	
world.		The	building	of	the	Temple	of	God	is	connected	to	this	dimen-
sion	of	power	(גבורות)	and	the	establishing	of	the	Covenant	with	His	
people.		This	may	be	paralleled	to	how	the	Lord	God	establishes	this	
temple	of	our	bodies	in	the	Messiah,	He	sends	His	Holy	Spirit	to	dwell	
in	our	hearts.		In	Romans 2,	Paul	cites	Isaiah 52:5,	which	speaks	of	the	
nations	of	Isaiah’s	time,	they	were	conquering	God’s	people,	and	they	
blasphemously	questioned	His	power	to	save.		We	see	something	very	
similar	in	the	book	of	Jeremiah	and	the	king	of	Babylon	questioning	
the	ability	of	the	God	of	Israel	to	save	the	people.		The	point	was	this	
exile	was	the	people’s	fault,	not	the	Lord’s.		Their	sins	led	to	the	Lord	
God	removing	His	protective	power	(his	hand),	allowing	the	Gentiles	
to	conquer	the	Jewish	nation.		In	addition	to	this,	they	did	not	seem	to	
realize	the	exile	was	HaShem’s	punishment	for	their	sin,	and	the	sin	of	
blaspheming	His	Name.		Note	also	how	something	very	similar	hap-
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pened	in	the	first	century	with	the	destruction	of	the	Temple.		We	read	
that	many	Gentiles	admired	Jewish	ethics,	but	others	saw	how	God’s	
people	were	not	practicing	what	they	preached	and	asked,	“How great 
is HaShem if those who are called by His name live no more virtuously 
than anyone else?”		In	the	Torah	portion,	Pharaoh	realized	the	error	
of	his	ways	as	the	Torah	states	in	Shemot / Exodus 9:27 ה ח	פַּרְעֹ֗  וַיִּשְׁלַ֣
י י	וְעַמִּ֖ יק	וַאֲנִ֥ עַם	יְהוָה֙	הַצַּדִּ֔ אתִי	הַפָּ֑ ם	חָטָ֣ אמֶר	אֲלֵהֶ֖ ֹ֥ ן	וַיּ ה	וּֽלְאַהֲרֹ֔  וַיִּקְרָא֙	לְמֹשֶׁ֣
ים׃  Thereupon Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and said to הָרְשָׁעִֽ
them, “I stand guilty this time. The LORD is in the right, and I and my 
people are in the wrong.” (NASB)	 	Pharaoh	finally	admitted	that	he	
was	guilty	and	the	Lord	God	was	righteous.		

Rabbeinu Bahya, Shemot / Exodus 9:27 Part 1
 Hashem is the righteous“ ,ה’	הצדיק	ואני	ועמי	הרשעים
One whereas I and my people are the wicked ones.” 
Pharaoh said to Moses in effect: ‘“you who are the 
messenger of Hashem are righteous and Hashem is 
righteous in His application of judgments. I and my 
people are wicked in that we refused to obey His com-
mandments.” Seeing he had repeatedly denied even 
Hashem’s existence, Pharaoh now spelled out his mis-
take in detail as befits people confessing a sin. Actu-
ally, he only had to confess his own personal sin. How-
ever, seeing he was afraid he might be held responsible 
for the sins of his people because he was their king and 
he could have restrained them, he confessed their guilt 
also saying: “I and my people are the wicked ones.”

According	 to	 this	 commentary,	 it	 may	 have	 been	 Pharaoh	 thought	
Moshe	was	the	one	performing	these	miracles	up	until	this	point.		Pha-
raoh	recognized	his	 failure	 to	obey	God’s	commandments	and	con-
fesses	this	before	Moshe	and	God.		When	we	consider	our	sins,	many	
times	we	rank	them	as	minor	or	major.		Those	things	considered	minor	
are	not	given	much	thought	as	opposed	to	the	major	ones.		“Minor” 
sins	were	bad	enough,	and	the	“big ones”	were	those	such	as	theft,	
murder,	adultery,	and	 idolatry.	These	were	 those	sins	 that	were	evi-
dent	in	the	Jewish	community	according	to	Paul	in	Romans 2:17-23.		
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First-Century	Jews	were	not	first	rank	idolaters	who	bowed	to	statues	
in	the	Greek	culture.		Since	idolatry	was	not	their	sin,	Paul	connects	
idolatry	 to	 robbing	 temples	 (Romans 2:22)	 in	 a	 very	 rabbinic	way.		
We	are	not	certain	what	all	this	involved,	the	use	of	sanctuary	money	
(i.e. precious metals from pagan sanctuaries)	or	maybe	not	paying	the	
Jerusalem	temple	tax,	or	maybe	this	was	a	reference	to	something	else	
entirely.	 	The	point	 is	 that	First-Century	believers	 tolerated	 the	cul-
tural	idolatry	and	other	sins,	having	learned	nothing	from	their	exile	
(2 Chronicles 36).		Note	how	this	is	paralleled	to	becoming	familiar	
with	 the	world	 around	 us,	with	 our	 culture	 (i.e.	 LGBT)	 or	 the	 use	
of	 the	phrase	“oh my G--”	as	being	something	of	no	consequence?		
With	few	exceptions,	these	first	century	believers	were	not	lights	to	
the	world,	and	consequently,	the	Gentiles	were	blaspheming	God	(Ro-
mans 2:24).		How	we	live	our	lives	is	of	utmost	importance	with	its	
connection	to	repentance	and	this	may	give	us	some	clues	to	whether	
Paul	was	 thinking	about	 this	week’s	Torah	Portion,	Parashat	Va’era	
while	writing	Romans 2	in	relation	to	blaspheming	the	name	of	God.		
	 The	Scriptures	are	clear	we	all	fall	short	of	the	Torah	requirement	
for	our	lives,	and	others	will	always	take	advantage	to	blaspheme	the	
name	of	God	due	to	our	failures.		We	must	however	be	honest	about	
our	failures,	and	not	so	familiar	with	the	world	that	we	do	not	recog-
nize	the	sin	that	is	in	our	lives	(i.e.	the	modern	day	usage	of	the	phrase	
“oh my G--”).		Paul	writes	to	the	believers	in	Rome	(Romans 2:22) 
asking	if	they	committed	sacrilege?		Here	he	connects,	in	a	very	rab-
binic	way,	 idolatry,	 adultery,	 covetousness,	 theft,	murder,	 all	 of	 the	
major	 types	of	 sins	 listed	 in	 the	Torah.	 	The	 spirit	 of	 blaspheme	 is	
found	within	all	of	these	things,	either	intentionally	or	unintentionally.		
This	is	why	the	rabbis	say	this	plague	of	fire	and	ice	encompasses	all	
of	the	other	plagues	previously	brought	upon	Egypt.		Paul	was	bold	
enough	to	call	the	people	out	on	these	things,	and	the	Torah’s	rabbinic	
method	of	interpretation	draws	in	all	of	Torah,	all	of	the	commands,	
calling	out	the	people	to	take	notice,	not	just	of	the	major	sins,	but	of	
the	minor	one’s	as	well	in	relation	to	taking	the	Lord’s	name	in	vain	
by	what	we	say	and	what	we	do.		The	expectation	of	the	Gospel	Mes-
sage,	is	to	believe	in	our	Father	in	heaven,	to	believe	in	the	Son,	and	
to	ask	the	Lord	God	to	send	His	Holy	Spirit	 to	dwell	 in	our	hearts,	
to	empower	us	to	overcome	the	world	(sin),	and	to	have	a	desire	to	
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closely	examine	our	lives	such	that	we	may	come	humbly	before	our	
God	seeking	His	forgiveness.		This	is	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	the	Lord	
God	gives	us,	to	seek	justice,	to	love	mercy,	and	to	do	what	is	right,	
loving	others	with	a	servant	type	attitude.		This	is	what	God	was	look-
ing	for	in	Pharaoh	and	his	servants.		This	is	what	God	is	looking	from	
us	today,	to	be	doers	of	the	word	and	not	just	hearers	only.		In	Shemot 
/ Exodus 9:27 Pharaoh	said	“I stand guilty this time. The LORD is 
in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong.”		Are	you	able	to	
admit	the	same,	confessing	your	sins	before	God,	and	believing	upon	
Yeshua	the	Messiah	for	the	salvation	of	the	soul?		This	week’s	study	
leads	us	to	understand	these	things	when	we	consider	the	Torah	is	a	
vital	part	of	the	Gospel	Message!


