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Parashat Nitzavim

Devarim / Deutermamv Z27:7-30:20, Isaiah L1:10-65:7
]a[m 12:41-50

Ignoring what God says

This week’s Torah portion speaks of obeying the covenant of God,
and seeing all of the abominations of the nations, their wicked ways,
their idols, and of the person who believes he can ignore what God
says. The Lord God Almighty states the following in Devarim / Deu-
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;710 7R 7902 1233 29:19 It shall be when he hears the words
of this curse, that he will boast, saying, ‘I have peace though [ walk in
the stubbornness of my heart in order to destroy the watered land with
the dry.” 29:20 ‘The Lord shall never be willing to forgive him, but
rather the anger of the Lord and His jealousy will burn against that
man, and every curse which is written in this book will rest on him,
and the Lord will blot out his name from under heaven. 29:21 ‘Then
the Lord will single him out for adversity from all the tribes of Israel,
according to all the curses of the covenant which are written in this
book of the law. (NASB) This person who witnesses the miracles of
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God, the destruction of the nations and their evil practices, boasts in
his heart that he is stubborn and unwilling to hear the Lord, and does
not believe anything will happen to him by the choices he makes to
disobey God (to walk in his own way or to do what he feels is right in
his own eyes). Rashi states the following concerning these verses.

Rashi on Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:19 Part 1

N AR WY THE ANGER OF THE LORD SHALL
SMOKE [AGAINST THAT MAN] — Through anger
the body becomes heated and smoke, as it were, issues
from the nostrils. And thus does it state, (Psalms 18:9)
“Smoke rose up in his nostril”. Although this idea is
not really applicable to God, Scripture makes the hu-
man ear hear the matter (i.e. it tells it to him) in the
manner that it is accustomed and able to understand
according to the ordinary course of the world (i.e.
when speaking of God it uses language that properly
is applicable only to human beings because this is the
only language we have at our command).

Basically, Rashi says the Lord God explains these things to us in hu-
man (anthropomorphic) terms in order to allow us to understand based
on our lives here in this world. Here the Scripture states, TaX>-X? 1
MPNT-22 12 ¥27) NI UK IR AIm-AN 1wy w2 7 000 aym
QMW NAAR SW-NY 71T "1 417 1992 A2IN20 29:20 The Lord
shall never be willing to forgive him, but rather the anger of the Lord

and His jealousy will burn against that man, and every curse which
is written in this book will rest on him, and the Lord will blot out his

name from under heaven. (NASB) The words X173 UR2 “against

that man” the word WX does not literally mean “man” but it refers
to the person that God says is deliberately sinning and whom He will
deliberately single out for personal attention. The Lord will literally
erase his name, referring to his entire family, all the family members
will bear the punishment. This is where we get the understanding how
important it is to repent of not just our sins, but also of the sins of our
fathers. Ibn Ezra states that this wrath spoken of here will fall upon
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the whole family until the name is obliterated. (/bn Ezra on Devarim /
Deuteronomy 29:19 Part 1) This is a significant warning for us today
in regards to the importance of taking seriously what God has spoken
in His Word!

An example we can learn from is found in / Samuel 15:1-3 the
Lord God speaking through the prophet Samuel to king Saul about
Amalek. The command of the Lord to Saul was connected to this
account in the wilderness in the Torah that is related to the man who
does not listen to the Word of God but continues to walk in the stub-
bornness of his heart. Saul went to war with Amalek but did not total-
ly obey what the Lord wanted him to do. Even though Saul partially
did what the Lord wanted him to do, the Lord still counted it as a full
blown disregard for the word given to him through Samuel.

1 Samuel 15:1-3

15:1 Then Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to
anoint you as king over His people, over Israel; now
therefore, listen to the words of the LORD. 15:2 “Thus
says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek for what
he did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the
way while he was coming up from Egypt. 15:3 ‘Now
go and Sstrike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he
has, and do not spare him, but put to death both man
and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and
donkey.” (NASB)

We see here specific instructions given from the Lord and Saul does
not utterly destroy Amalek. Instead, he spares some according to /
Samuel 15:5-11. The Lord was looking for Saul do as he wanted him
to do, to utterly destroy everything that belonged to Amalek.

1 Samuel 15:9-11

15:9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best
of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all
that was good, and were not willing to destroy them ut-

terly; but everything despised and worthless, that they
utterly destroyed. 15:10 Then the word of the LORD
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came to Samuel, saying, 15:11 “I regret that I have
made Saul king, for he has turned back from follow-
ing Me and has not carried out My commands.” And
Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD all
night. (NASB)

Saul and his men were unwilling to destroy the good things they had
obtained, those things they deemed good or best. (/5:9) We read the
following in [ Samuel 15:13 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to
him, “Blessed are you of the LORD! I have carried out the command
of the LORD.” (NASB) Saul went to Samuel when he saw him and
said that he carried out the command of the Lord. Based upon his
own words, in Saul’s mind, he had done what the Lord had asked and
suggesting from his words he believed he had fulfilled the command-
ment. What do you suppose King Saul was thinking at this moment?
Do you think he believed that he had fully obeyed the Lord? Or do
you think he had deluded himself into believing that he had fulfilled
the Lord’s command by doing “most?” of what He asked? There is a
lesson here that is related to our verse in this week’s Torah portion in
Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:19 ‘It shall be when he hears the words
of this curse, that he will boast, saying, ‘I have peace though I walk
in the stubbornness of my heart in order to destroy the watered land
with the dry.” 29:20 ‘The Lord shall never be willing to forgive him,
but rather the anger of the Lord and His jealousy will burn against
that man, and every curse which is written in this book will rest on
him, and the Lord will blot out his name from under heaven. (NASB)

This week we are looking at the verses from Devarim / Deuteron-
omy 29:9-29.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:9-29

29:9 ‘So keep the words of this covenant to do them,
that you may prosper in all that you do. 29:10 ‘You
stand today, all of you, before the Lord your God: your
chiefs, your tribes, your elders and your officers, even
all the men of Israel, 29: 11 your little ones, your wives,
and the alien who is within your camps, from the one
who chops your wood to the one who draws your wa-
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ter, 29:12 that you may enter into the covenant with the
Lord your God, and into His oath which the Lord your
God is making with you today, 29:13 in order that He
may establish you today as His people and that He may
be your God, just as He spoke to you and as He swore
to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 29:14
‘Now not with you alone am I making this covenant
and this oath, 29:15 but both with those who stand
here with us today in the presence of the Lord our God
and with those who are not with us here today 29:16
(for you know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and
how we came through the midst of the nations through
which you passed; 29:17 moreover, you have seen
their abominations and their idols of wood, stone, sil-
ver, and gold, which they had with them), 29:18 so that
there will not be among you a man or woman, or family
or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the Lord
our God, to go and serve the gods of those nations;
that there will not be among you a root bearing poi-
sonous fruit and wormwood. 29:19 ‘It shall be when he
hears the words of this curse, that he will boast, say-
ing, ‘I have peace though I walk in the stubbornness of
my heart in order to destroy the watered land with the
dry.’29:20 ‘The Lord shall never be willing to forgive
him, but rather the anger of the Lord and His jealousy
will burn against that man, and every curse which is
written in this book will rest on him, and the Lord will
blot out his name from under heaven. 29:21 ‘Then the
Lord will single him out for adversity from all the tribes
of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant
which are written in this book of the law. 29:22 ‘Now
the generation to come, your sons who rise up after
you and the foreigner who comes from a distant land,
when they see the plagues of the land and the diseases
with which the Lord has afflicted it, will say, 29:23 ‘All
its land is brimstone and salt, a burning waste, unsown
and unproductive, and no grass grows in it, like the
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overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Ze-
boiim, which the Lord overthrew in His anger and in
His wrath.’ 29:24 ‘All the nations will say, ‘Why has
the Lord done thus to this land? Why this great out-
burst of anger?’ 29:25 ‘Then men will say, ‘Because
they forsook the covenant of the Lord, the God of their
fathers, which He made with them when He brought
them out of the land of Egypt. 29:26 ‘They went and
served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom
they have not known and whom He had not allotted to
them. 29:27 ‘Therefore, the anger of the Lord burned
against that land, to bring upon it every curse which is
written in this book; 29:28 and the Lord uprooted them
from their land in anger and in fury and in great wrath,
and cast them into another land, as it is this day.’ 29:29
‘The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the
things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever,
that we may observe all the words of this law. (NASB)
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What we learn here in the narrative from the book of I Samuel,
and from the Torah portion, is instead of the “devil” being in the de-
tails, the reality is that the Lord God of Israel is in the details! We read
in the Scriptures that the Lord God is our friend, the One who loves
us and sustains us. However, if we live in unrepentant disobedience,
the Torah states that he becomes our foe. Do you suppose King Saul
knew deep down in his heart that he had not fully obeyed God’s word?
Saul’s words to Samuel (/ Samuel 15:13) suggest otherwise. Saul may
have deluded himself into believing that he had fulfilled Lord’s com-
mand by doing “most” of what He asked?
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1 Samuel 15:17-19

15:17 Samuel said, “Is it not true, though you were
little in your own eyes, you were made the head of the
tribes of Israel? And the LORD anointed you king over
Israel, 15:18 and the LORD sent you on a mission, and
said, ‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amale-
kites, and fight against them until they are exterminat-
ed.’15:19 “Why then did you not obey the voice of the
LORD, but rushed upon the spoil and did what was evil
in the sight of the LORD?” (NASB,2R12% N 1
“YRN DR PR VW WK TPV IOK 0R-0X Riv]
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Samuel points out that Saul did not do what God had expected, and
states 22Wa-O8 VYR “but rushed upon the spoil” which is a de-
scription that is similar to the one whose feet hasten to run to do evil
(Mishley / Proverbs 6:18). Notice how Saul responds according to /
Samuel 15:20-21, 137 2ip2 "AYNY WK PRINY-98 PIRY MmN D
07 PIRY-NR] PIRY T2 3R-NX ROIR) N "I02W-WR 172 79N
PR 15:20 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the voice of the
LORD, and went on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and have
brought back Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the
Amalekites. 15:21 “But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and
oxen, the choicest of the things devoted to desiruction, to sacrifice to
the LORD your God at Gilgal.” (NASB) Saul thought going on the
mission the Lord had sent him was obedience enough. In fact, Saul
sought to modify the command slightly so that he could bring sacri-
fices to the Lord at Gilgal. This however was a great sin, so great that
the kingdom was taken from him. This is analogous to the saying that
“each man doing what he thought was right in his own eyes,” in the
Torah context when Moshe says in the Promised Land they cannot do
this anymore according to Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:5-10.
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Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:5-10

12:5 ‘But you shall seek the LORD at the place which
the Lord your God will choose from all your tribes, to
establish His name there for His dwelling, and there
you shall come. 12:6 ‘There you shall bring your burnt
offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the contribution
of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill offer-
ings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock.
12:7 ‘There also you and your households shall eat be-
fore the Lord your God, and rejoice in all your under-
takings in which the Lord your God has blessed you.
12:8 You shall not do at all what we are doing here
today, every man doing whatever is right in his own
eyes, 12:9 for you have not as yet come to the resting
place and the inheritance which the Lord your God is
giving you. 12:10 ‘When you cross the Jordan and live
in the land which the Lord your God is giving you to
inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies
around you so that you live in security, (NASB)

The concept here is to obeying God’s Word, going before Him where
He establishes His name, calling upon his Name, and living accord-
ing to His Word. The Lord God of Israel gains centrality here in the
lives of His people. As we study the bible further, beyond the Torah,
we historically read again and again these words of every man doing
what was right in his own eyes that was coupled to there being no king
in Israel.

* In those days there was no king in Israel; every man
did what was right in his own eyes. (Judges 17:6)

* In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did
what was right in his own eyes. (Judges 21:25)

In the book of Judges, the people were falling into idol worship, the
Lord delivered them into the hands of a foreign nation, and then the
people cried out and the Lord delivered them. The basic premise is
when Saul came along, he was to live with obedience instead of rush-
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ing to the spoils of war. Saul changed the command (note the theolo-
gies today that say Yeshua did this too) and he lost his life because of
doing so. Saul believed he had obeyed God’s word, but he did not act
faithfully to the Word of God that was given him before men and God.
This was King Saul’s sin before God, doing what he thought was right
in his own eyes. Today, we too live in an age where everyone does
what is right in their own eyes? This approach to the spiritual life is il-
lustrated when we see the Bible being redefined or simply ignored. The
consequences to doing what one thinks is right in his own eyes is what
Solomon wrote in Mishley / Proverbs 14:12 saying the way that seems
right actually “leads to death.” The point is the Lord God Almighty
established the way of life for His people long ago. One can claim they
know God, they know Yeshua, they are “born again” all day long, but
if one chooses to live by “make up the rules as you go” style of life
instead of being faithful to the Lord at His Word, it is revealed such a
person does not love God. Yeshua said if we do not love the Lord, he
in turn will not love us. (John 15:9-11) When we consider the phrase
“doing what is right in your own eyes” have you ever known anyone
who was “doing what is WRONG in their own eyes?” The point is
NO, everyone does what they believe is right. Saul acted as if what
he had done was right having obeyed only a fraction of what the Lord
was wanting him to do. Suffering and distress are the end result of the
worship of idols. Remember, an idol can be anything in life that takes
the foremost position as opposed to God. History reveals when there
was a king in Israel, the people did what was right depending upon the
righteousness of the king. Wicked kings led Israel to sin, and righteous
kings led the people to righteousness and God’s Word. The differences
were not whether one is obeying one’s self or a king, what matters is
that we are obeying God. This is illustrated in the Lord God telling
Elijah that He had kept 7000 people from bowing to Baal in that day. (/
Kings 19:18) In the Zohar Volume 2, Bereshit B70.425-426 the Rabbis
write on Bereshit / Genesis 6 and that wicked generation, with HaShem
saying “I will destroy man, whom I have created from the face of the
earth.” (Bereshit / Genesis 6:7) and the Zohar describes the Lord’s
approach. An example is given in regards to when a man wants to take
vengeance on another, he keeps quiet and tells him nothing. The rea-
son being, if he discloses his intentions his opponent will be on guard
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and hard to overpower. The Lord God Almighty however does not act
in this manner. He does not execute judgment on the world before he
declares and informs it of His intentions, once, twice, and even three
times. This way, nobody can go before him and ask “what are you
doing” and so no one can guard against Him or stand up against Him.
This is an important point, we have been given the Scriptures which
contain both the blessing and a warning. This is the point of the per-
son who believes he can ignore what God says and get away with it.
(Devarim / Deuteornomy 29:19-21) Inking Saul’s case, we see histori-
cally how the people did what they thought was right in their own eyes
(they ignored God’s Word) and this brought destruction from the na-
tions. The Lord God would send them a deliverer in their time of need.
When the Lord provided them with a king, the king himself did what
he thought was right in his own eyes. He sinned greatly in disobey-
ing God’s command and he eventually lost his life as a result, and the
kingdom was taken from him. As we continue to read the history of the
Bible, we learn the Lord God Almighty sent another king and another
deliverer. We have a king to follow, one who laid his life down for ours
to make restitution on our behalf before God. This week’s Torah por-
tion speaks of obeying the covenant of God, seeing all of the abomina-
tions of the nations, their wicked ways, their idols, and of the person
who believes he can ignore what God says. These things are given to
us as a warning, to daily repent of our sins, to seek the Lord, and not
ignore God’s Word. Because if we fail to do these things what hope do
we have? The hope that we can rely upon is our Messiah Yeshua, and
the Lord God Almighty coming into our lives to dwell in our midst, and
to help us each day to live for Him!
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