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פרשת
בהר

Parashat Behar
Vayikra / Leviticus 25:1-26:2, Jeremiah 32:6-27
Luke 4:14-22

Our Faith is something that is Practiced!
This week’s Torah portion opens with Vayikra / Leviticus 25:1-2, א

ּבְ נֵי יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל וְ אָ מַ ְרּתָ ֲאלֵהֶ ם- ב ּדַ ּבֵ ר אֶ ל:מֹ ׁשֶ ה ּבְ הַ ר ִסינַי לֵאמֹ ר-וַיְ דַ ּבֵ ר יְ הֹוָה אֶ ל
:הָ אָ ֶרץ אֲׁשֶ ר אֲנִ י נֹ תֵ ן ָלכֶם וְ ׁשָ בְ תָ ה הָ אָ ֶרץ ׁשַ ּבָ ת לַיהֹוָה- ּכִ י תָ בֹ אּו אֶ ל25:1 And

the Lord spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying, 25:2 Speak unto
the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land
which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the Lord.
(KJV) The Lord speaks about keeping His Sabbaths and speaks then
of the law of release, the Land is to be fallow, no sowing of seed in
the Land (25:1-12), all property is to revert back to its original owner
(25:13-28), all slaves are to be set free (25:39-54), and all debts are to
be released. Both the 7th year (Shmita,  )שמיטהand 50th year (Yovel) of
release are a very important times in the eyes of the Lord because this
is the time the people get a second start, everyone’s debts are canceled,
and slaves are set free from bondage. The idea is one may be put into
service as a child, spending 50 years, in his old age he may retire as a
free man. There are many parallels which may be drawn to our lives in
the Messiah and the forgiveness of sin, being set free, and being given
a new start. Within this set of commands, the Lord says 25:14 ‘If you
make a sale, moreover, to your friend or buy from your friend’s hand,
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you shall not wrong one another. (NASB) This command speaks about
sanctifying our lives and our transactions with one another and is consistent with the meaning of Vayikra / Leviticus 25:12, ּכִ י יֹובֵ ל הִ וא קֹ דֶ ׁש
“ ִּתהְ יֶה ָלכֶםthe Yovel (Jubilee), it is to be holy to you.” The Masoretic
Text states this year is to be Kodesh (“ )קֹ דֶ ׁשHoly,” where both the land
and our lives are to be set apart for the Lord. The end of the Torah portion follows through with idea saying in Vayikra / Leviticus 26:1 “You
shall not make idols for yourselves or erect an image or pillar, and you
shall not set up a figured stone in your land to bow down to it, for I am
the Lord your God. 26:22 You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence
my sanctuary: I am the Lord. (ESV, תַ עֲשֹ ּו ָלכֶם אֱלִ ילִ ם ּופֶסֶ ל ּומַ ּצֵ ־-א ל ֹא

תָ קִ ימּו ָלכֶם וְ אֶ בֶ ן מַ ְ ֹשּכִ ית ל ֹא ִת ְּתנּו ּבְ אַ ְרצְ כֶם לְ הִ ְׁשּתַ חֲֹות ָעלֶיהָ ּכִ י אֲנִ י-בָ ה ל ֹא
:ּומקְ ּדָ ִׁשי ִּת ָיראּו אֲנִ י יְ הֹוָה
ִ ׁשַ ּבְ תֹ תַ י ִּת ְׁשמֹ רּו- ב אֶ ת: )יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֵ יכֶםThis fol-

lows through by what we have been studying in the previous two Torah
portions (Acharei Mot and Emor) on idol worship and those idols we
place in our hearts.
The commentary Chizkuni states the following concerning Vayikra
/ Leviticus 25:2.
Chizkuni, Vayikra / Leviticus 25:2 Part 2
ושבתה הארץ, “the land is to observe a rest, ‘Sabbatical;’” seeing that we might understand this term as
referring only to a prohibition not to dig in the land
for treasure, not to dig irrigation canals, etc., the Torah spells out that we must not plough, put seed in the
ground, nor dig for wells, either. Neither must we perform work for the betterment of orchards or vineyards,
which do not need to be ploughed every year.
Chizkuni, Vayikra / Leviticus 25:2 Part 3
‘שבת לה, “a Sabbath for the Lord;” the legislation is
not because the land is tired after producing crops six
years in a row, but the Sabbath of the land is to remind
you that the land belongs to Me, though you are its tenants.
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Chizkuni, Vayikra / Leviticus 25:2 Part 4
 ;‘שבת להRashi understands these words as meaning:
“a Sabbath in honor of My name;” what he means is
that you are not to understand this law as designed to
teach you how to farm efficiently by giving the land a
breather every seven years, but you are to demonstrate
that you observe the Lord’s commandments.
The commentary speaks about this year of release of the land in a parallel fashion to the Sabbath rest each week. No digging, ploughing, or
work is to be performed in the orchards or vineyards. The comment
states the command given is not in relation to the land being tired from
producing crops the previous six years. The point is this year of release
(every seven years) is meant to remind us that the land belongs to the
Lord and He is only loaning the land to us. The idea of obeying this
command is related to trusting in the Lord God of Israel and His promises. It is a way to bear the testimony of God before the world.
Midrash Tanchuma Buber describes the person who engages in
business during the sabbatical year in the following way:
Midrash Tanchuma Buber, Behar 1:4
Another interpretation (of Prov. 28:22): [< AN
EVIL-EYED PERSON > MOVES QUICKLY AFTER
WEALTH…. ] This represents those who engage in
business in the Sabbatical Year, in that they move quickly to become rich. They do not observe the Sabbatical
Year but are intent on becoming rich. The Holy One said
to them: You have moved quickly to become rich from
the Sabbatical Year. By your life, you shall have a loss
in the matter. But he only acted when he did not observe
the Sabbatical Year. The curse began entering into his
money, and he sold all that he had. What is written elsewhere on the matter (in Lev. 25:2): THE LAND SHALL
OBSERVE A SABBATH FOR THE LORD. And after
that it is written (in vs. 14): AND WHEN YOU MAKE
A SALE.
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The idea put forth here is that one is seeking wealth and disregards the
commandment for the purpose of gaining greater wealth. The rabbis
say a curse will enter into a man’s wealth if he does such a thing. What
is interesting, is how in the biblical account, we do not read Israel actually observing these things until the book of Ezra. (Ezra sanctified Israel in the seventh year after the sixth year of Darius, when the Temple
was dedicated (Ezra 6:15-16 and 7:7). The first cycle of shmita began
with the sanctification of Ezra.) It is interesting to note in Midrash
Tanchuma Buber, Parashat Behar 2, Part 1 speaks of the sabbaths and
one having to sell his land being due to the accumulation of his sins.
(i.e. He will have to sell his field, his house, as a Hebrew slave, and
then as a gentile slave if he continues to be unrepentant.) The Midrash
continues saying:
Consider the case of Israel. The Holy One said to Moses: See how they will be sold to the gentiles because
they profaned the Sabbatical Year. He said to him: Sovereign of the World, did you not say this (in Lev. 25:35):
AND WHEN YOUR RELATIVE BECOMES POOR,
[AND HIS STRENGTH FAILS NEAR YOU], < YOU
SHALL MAINTAIN HIM AS A FOREIGNER AND SOJOURNER AND LET HIM LIVE NEAR YOU >? Fulfill
what you said. [Israel is your brother (ah), as stated
(in Ps. 122:8): FOR THE SAKE] OF MY RELATIVES
(ah) AND FRIENDS. (Lev. 25:35:) AND WHEN YOUR
RELATIVE BECOMES POOR, AND HIS STRENGTH
FAILS NEAR YOU, < i.e., > when their strength fails
before Nebuchadnezzar, the Divine Presence, as it were,
will be with them. (Midrash Tanchuma Buber, Parashat
Behar 2, Part 1)
The idea here is though the people sin and the Lord sends them into
exile, His divine presence will go with them and preserve a remnant.
This provides us with an image of the glory and mercy of God towards
His people. The Lord is always seeking for the repentant heart, from
both the Jew and Gentile (see book of Jonah for further study). Midrash Tanchuma states “this text is related (to Prov. 28:22), “An evil4
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eyed person moves quickly after wealth, [and he does not know that
loss will come to him].” This verse speaks about many people. “An
evil-eyed person moves quickly after wealth.” This was Cain.” What
the Torah teaches us about Cain was his desiring to inherit the world,
and doing so by losing his life. What happened to Cain? He wandered
about the world, as stated (Bereshit / Genesis 4:12), “you shall become a ceaseless wanderer on the earth.” Remember what Ezekiel’s
servant Gehazi did according to 2 Kings 5:20, he sought after wealth
from Naaman and procured his wealth, but the Lord struck him with
leprosy the remainder of his days. This is consistent with the midrashic
interpretation which states “‘By your life, you shall have a loss in the
matter.’ Since he did not observe the sabbatical year, the curse began
entering into his money, and he sells [all that he had]. What is written
above the matter (in Lev. 25:2), “the land shall observe a Sabbath for
the Lord.” And after that it is written (in vs. 14), ‘When you sell property.’” The idea of the curse entering into the life of a person due to
his greed is consistent with what we read in 2 Kings 5:20. These are
the ethical maxims known as the ‘Fundamental Principles’ that are derived from the high regard in which the Torah is positioned as the way
of life for God’s people. The purpose of the Jubilee was to reveal to
all of Israel the significance of God having ownership of not just the
land and of their lives, but also of the significance of submitting to His
will according to His word that is founded upon His mercy. Midrash
Tanchuma Buber goes on to say “The Holy One, blessed be He, said to
Israel, “Just as I sold my people and returned again to reinstate them,
as stated (Jer. 3:14), ‘”Turn back, faithless children,” says the Lord;
“for I am a master to you.”’ It is also written (in Is. 52:3), ‘For thus
says the Lord, “You were sold for free, and you shall be redeemed for
no money.”’ So too you should not sell the land absolutely, as stated (in
Lev. 25:23), ‘[it] shall not be sold permanently.’ The Land [of Israel] is
dear to me because I have made it holier than all the [other] lands in
the world.” You yourself know, when the Land of Israel was distributed
to the tribes, it did not pass from tribe to tribe. Rather [it was distributed] to each tribe separately.” The prophet Isaiah says in 63:4 For
the day of vengeance was in My heart, and the year of My redemption
had come. (NASB) This speaks of a cycle of mercy, repentance, and
redemption for those who are called by His name.
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The Scriptures we are looking at for this week are from Vayikra /
Leviticus 25:1-22.
Vayikra / Leviticus 25:1-22
25:1 The Lord then spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai, saying, 25:2 ‘Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them,
‘When you come into the land which I shall give you,
then the land shall have a sabbath to the Lord. 25:3
‘Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you
shall prune your vineyard and gather in its crop, 25:4
but during the seventh year the land shall have a sabbath rest, a sabbath to the Lord; you shall not sow your
field nor prune your vineyard. 25:5 ‘Your harvest’s aftergrowth you shall not reap, and your grapes of untrimmed vines you shall not gather; the land shall have
a sabbatical year. 25:6 ‘All of you shall have the sabbath
products of the land for food; yourself, and your male
and female slaves, and your hired man and your foreign
resident, those who live as aliens with you. 25:7 ‘Even
your cattle and the animals that are in your land shall
have all its crops to eat. 25:8 ‘You are also to count off
seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven
years, so that you have the time of the seven sabbaths
of years, namely, forty-nine years. 25:9 ‘You shall then
sound a ram’s horn abroad on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the day of atonement you shall sound a
horn all through your land. 25:10 ‘You shall thus consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim a release through the
land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you,
and each of you shall return to his own property, and
each of you shall return to his family. 25:11 ‘You shall
have the fiftieth year as a jubilee; you shall not sow, nor
reap its aftergrowth, nor gather in from its untrimmed
vines. 25:12 ‘For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you.
You shall eat its crops out of the field. 25:13 ‘On this
year of jubilee each of you shall return to his own property. 25:14 ‘If you make a sale, moreover, to your friend
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or buy from your friend’s hand, you shall not wrong one
another. 25:15 ‘Corresponding to the number of years
after the jubilee, you shall buy from your friend; he is
to sell to you according to the number of years of crops.
25:16 ‘In proportion to the extent of the years you shall
increase its price, and in proportion to the fewness of
the years you shall diminish its price, for it is a number
of crops he is selling to you. 25:17 ‘So you shall not
wrong one another, but you shall fear your God; for I
am the Lord your God. 25:18 ‘You shall thus observe
My statutes and keep My judgments, so as to carry them
out, that you may live securely on the land. 25:19 ‘Then
the land will yield its produce, so that you can eat your
fill and live securely on it. 25:20 ‘But if you say, ‘What
are we going to eat on the seventh year if we do not
sow or gather in our crops?’ 25:21 then I will so order
My blessing for you in the sixth year that it will bring
forth the crop for three years. 25:22 ‘When you are sowing the eighth year, you can still eat old things from the
crop, eating the old until the ninth year when its crop
comes in. (NASB)

ּבְ נֵי- ב ּדַ ּבֵ ר אֶ ל:מֹ ׁשֶ ה ּבְ הַ ר ִסינַי לֵאמֹ ר-א וַיְ דַ ּבֵ ר יְ הֹוָה אֶ ל
הָ אָ ֶרץ אֲׁשֶ ר אֲנִ י נֹ תֵ ן-יִ ְ ֹש ָראֵ ל וְ אָ מַ ְרּתָ ֲאלֵהֶ ם ּכִ י תָ בֹ אּו אֶ ל
 ג ׁשֵ ׁש ׁשָ נִ ים ִּתז ְַרע ָ ֹשדֶ ָך:ָלכֶם וְ ׁשָ בְ תָ ה הָ אָ ֶרץ ׁשַ ּבָ ת לַיהֹוָה
 ד ּובַ ּׁשָ נָה:ּתבּואָ תָ ּה-ת
ְ ֶוְ ׁשֵ ׁש ׁשָ נִ ים ִּתזְמֹ ר ּכ ְַרמֶ ָך וְ אָ סַ פְ ּתָ א
הַ ְּׁשבִ יעִ ת ׁשַ ּבַ ת ׁשַ ּבָ תֹון יִ הְ יֶה לָאָ ֶרץ ׁשַ ּבָ ת לַיהֹוָה ָ ֹש ְדָך ל ֹא
 ה אֵ ת ְספִ יחַ קְ צִ ְירָך ל ֹא ִתקְ ־:ִתז ְָרע וְ כ ְַר ְמָך ל ֹא ִתזְמֹ ר
:ִירָך ל ֹא ִתבְ צֹ ר ְׁשנַת ׁשַ ּבָ תֹון יִ הְ יֶה לָאָ ֶרץ
ֶ עִ ּנְ בֵ י נְ ז-צֹור וְ אֶ ת
ו וְ הָ יְ תָ ה ׁשַ ּבַ ת הָ אָ ֶרץ ָלכֶם לְ אָ כְ לָה לְ ָך ּולְ עַבְ ְּדָך וְ ַלאֲמָ תֶ ָך
 ז וְ לִ בְ הֶ ְמ ְּתָך וְ לַחַ ּיָה אֲׁשֶ ר:וְ לִ ְ ֹשכִ ְירָך ּולְ תֹוׁשָ בְ ָך הַ ּג ִָרים עִ ּמָ ְך
 ס ח וְ סָ פ ְַרּתָ לְ ָך ׁשֶ בַ ע:ּתבּואָ תָ ּה ֶלאֱכֹ ל-ָל
ְ ּבְ אַ ְרצֶ ָך ִּתהְ יֶה כ
ׁשַ ּבְ תֹ ת ׁשָ נִ ים ׁשֶ בַ ע ׁשָ נִ ים ׁשֶ בַ ע ּפְ ע ִָמים וְ הָ יּו לְ ָך יְ מֵ י ׁשֶ בַ ע
 ט וְ הַ עֲבַ ְרּתָ ׁשֹופַר:ׁשַ ּבְ תֹ ת הַ ּׁשָ נִ ים ּתֵ ׁשַ ע וְ אַ ְרּבָ עִ ים ׁשָ נָה
ְּתרּועָה ּבַ חֹ דֶ ׁש הַ ְּׁשבִ עִ י ּבֶ עָשֹ ֹור לַחֹ דֶ ׁש ּבְ יֹום הַ ּכִ ּפ ִֻרים ּתַ עֲבִ ירּו
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ׁשֹופָר ּבְ כָל-אַ ְרצְ כֶם :י וְ קִ ּדַ ְׁשּתֶ ם אֵ ת ְׁשנַת הַ ח ֲִמ ִּׁשים ׁשָ נָה
ּוקְ ָראתֶ ם ְּדרֹור ּבָ אָ ֶרץ לְ כָל-יֹ ְׁשבֶ יהָ יֹובֵ ל הִ וא ִּתהְ יֶה ָלכֶם וְ ׁשַ ־
ל-מ ְׁשּפַחְ ּתֹו ּתָ ׁשֻ בּו :יא יֹובֵ ל
בְ ּתֶ ם ִאיׁש אֶ לֲ -א ֻחּזָתֹו וְ ִאיׁש אֶ ִ
הִ וא ְׁשנַת הַ ח ֲִמ ִּׁשים ׁשָ נָה ִּתהְ יֶה ָלכֶם ל ֹא ִתז ְָרעּו וְ ל ֹא ִתקְ צְ רּו
ת-ספִ יחֶ יהָ וְ ל ֹא ִתבְ צְ רּו אֶ ת-נְ ז ִֶריהָ  :יב ּכִ י יֹובֵ ל הִ וא קֹ דֶ ׁש
אֶ ְ
תּ-תבּואָ תָ ּה :יג ּבִ ְׁשנַת
ִּתהְ יֶה ָלכֶם ִמן-הַ ּׂשָ דֶ ה ּת ֹאכְ לּו אֶ ְ
י-ת ְמּכְ רּו
הַ ּיֹובֵ ל הַ ּז ֹאת ּתָ ׁשֻ בּו ִאיׁש אֶ לֲ -א ֻחּזָתֹו[ :שני] יד וְ כִ ִ
ִמ ְמּכָר ַלע ֲִמיתֶ ָך אֹו קָ נֹ ה ִמּיַד ע ֲִמיתֶ ָך אַ לּ-תֹונּו ִאיׁש אֶ ת-אָ חִ יו:
טו ּבְ ִמ ְסּפַר ׁשָ נִ ים אַ חַ ר הַ ּיֹובֵ ל ִּתקְ נֶה מֵ אֵ ת ע ֲִמיתֶ ָך ּבְ ִמ ְסּפַר
ֵי-תבּואֹ ת יִ ְמּכָר-לְָך :טז לְ פִ י | רֹ ב הַ ּׁשָ נִ ים ּתַ ְרּבֶ ה ִמקְ נָתֹו
ְׁשנ ְ
ּולְ פִ י ְמעֹ ט הַ ּׁשָ נִ ים ּתַ ְמעִ יט ִמקְ נָתֹו ּכִ י ִמ ְסּפַר ְּתבּואֹ ת הּוא מֹ כֵר
לְָך :יז וְ ל ֹא תֹונּו ִאיׁש אֶ ת-ע ֲִמיתֹו וְ י ֵָראתָ מֵ אֱֹלהֶ יָך ּכִ י אֲנִ י
ת-מ ְׁשּפָטַ י ִּת ְׁש ְמרּו
ֲשיתֶ ם אֶ ת-חֻּקֹ תַ י וְ אֶ ִ
יְ הֹוָה אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם :יח ַוע ִ ֹ
ֲשיתֶ ם אֹ תָ ם וִ יׁשַ בְ ּתֶ ם עַל-הָ אָ ֶרץ לָבֶ טַ ח[ :שלישי] [שני
ַוע ִ ֹ
כשהן מחוברין] יט וְ נ ְָתנָה הָ אָ ֶרץ ּפִ ְריָּה ַו ֲאכַלְ ּתֶ ם לָשֹֹ בַ ע
ֹאמרּו מַ הּ-נ ֹאכַל ּבַ ּׁשָ נָה
וִ יׁשַ בְ ּתֶ ם לָבֶ טַ ח ָעלֶיהָ  :כ וְ כִ י ת ְ
יתי
תּ-תבּואָ תֵ נּו :כא וְ צִ ּוִ ִ
הַ ְּׁשבִ יעִ ת הֵ ן ל ֹא נִ ז ְָרע וְ ל ֹא ֶנאֱסֹ ף אֶ ְ
ָשת אֶ ת-הַ ְּתבּואָ ה לִ ְׁשֹלׁש
אֶ תּ-בִ ְרכ ִָתי ָלכֶם ּבַ ּׁשָ נָה הַ ִּׁש ִּׁשית וְ ע ָ ֹ
הַ ּׁשָ נִ ים :כב ּוז ְַרעְ ּתֶ ם אֵ ת הַ ּׁשָ נָה הַ ְּׁש ִמינִ ת ַו ֲאכַלְ ּתֶ ם ִמן-
הַ ְּתבּואָ ה יָׁשָ ן עַד | הַ ּׁשָ נָה הַ ְּת ִׁשיעִ ת עַדּ-בֹוא ְּתבּואָ תָ ּה ּת ֹאכְ לּו
יָׁשָ ן:
What these passages on the 7th year release and the 50th year release
speaks of is going forth in faith and moving based upon our trust in the
, 39 books of the OT) of theתנך( Lord. We do not read in the Tanach
people of Israel observing these years according to the command in
the Torah. When we consider the deeper meaning of the Shmita and
Yovel as being related to stepping out in faith and trusting in the Lord,
is this the reason why these commands were not observed in the Land
by Israel until the time of Ezra and Nehemiah? (Israel had struggled
with faithfulness to God throughout its biblical history, see 1-2 Kings
for further study.) The point of these mitzvot appear to be designed to
implant the character traits of faith and trust in the God of Israel for
the people of Israel. The rabbis say, “Hashem was concerned what
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perhaps when they would come to the land they would work the soil in
the natural way, and when they would be successful they would forget
Hashem and remove their trust from Him. They would think that ‘their
might and the power of their hand have made them this wealth,’ and
the world goes along in its natural way. They would think that the land
belongs to them; they are the masters and no one else.” (Kli Yakar on
Vayikra / Leviticus 25:2 Part 2) This teaches us something about the
Lord’s blessing upon our lives. He is doing so in the background while
we are unaware of what He is doing! This is why Paul wrote what he
did in Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. (NASB) Even though we obey a command and
do not know why this particular command was given, the Lord God is
implanting the character traits of faithfulness and willingness to submit
to His will. The Spirit of God is working in our lives to overcome this
world, and walk according to the Spirit.
According to Rabbeinu Bahya on Vayikra / Leviticus 25:2 Parts
1-3, he says, “A kabbalistic approach: The words ‘וְ ׁשָ בְ תָ ה הָ אָ ֶרץ ׁשַ ּבָ ת
 ’לַהdo not refer to individual parcels of land belonging to individual
farmers but refer to the earth as a whole and are an allusion to the seventh millennium following the six thousand years when our terrestrial universe functions normally. They are a reference to the 1000-year
transitional period when the earth will be desolate, unfit as a habitat
for living creatures (compare Rosh Hashanah 31). That millennium is
one described as “eternal rest” (Tamid 7,4), a reference to the world to
come after physical resurrection has occurred.” The rabbinic approach
to the Shmita is as a reference to the resurrection, where the 6000 years
is a time for mankind, and the 1000 years that follows is a period of
supernatural observance of the Shabbat following the resurrection. The
instructions given on the Shmita and the Yovel years, Moshe says the
penalties for not observing these years of rest is to cause Israel to loose
their homeland and go into exile. These things teach us the greater
concept that God has in mind based upon these commands, that the
physical universe is imperfect and will be eventually transformed into
a perfect universe. The shorter year of release helps us to focus upon
the greater year of release and then upon what the Lord God has for us
at a future time. The Torah lays the foundation for the future expecta9
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tion of God’s deliverance. The Lord God Almighty delivers in many
ways, just as we are seeing here in the Shmita and Yovel years on the
deliverance from debt. It was upon these principles that God had promised Israel a Messiah, an anointed one from Him, who would be their
deliverer and their king. However, in 586 BC, Israel found herself in
exile in Babylon because of her unfaithfulness to God due to her sin
and idolatry. The exile led to the people being cut off from the temple
services and worship. They were divested of a nation, a place to call
home, and carried into the midst of a pagan nation being surrounded
by pagan religious practices. They could no longer depend on traveling to Jerusalem during the moedim (appointed times) and to bringing
sacrifices before the Lord in fulfilment of God’s Word (His Torah). We
learn, based upon history, that Israel carried the scriptures with them
into exile, the Torah, the Prophets, the Writings (Tanach) (see Acts
15:21). We are told the people met together in community groups for
worship and reading of the Scriptures in what we know as synagogues.
As a result, Judaism became a faith that could be practiced wherever
the Torah could be carried. This is a very important concept because
this teaches us why studying God’s Word and placing it upon our hearts
is so important. Placing God’s Word upon our hearts causes us to carry
God’s word to every place we go and our faith becomes something that
is practiced. This practice of memorizing Scripture and carrying the
Scriptures with the people preserved Judaism preparing the way for the
future Messiah. The Rabbinic literature states before Moshiach comes,
the Gemara in Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 98b advises us, “If a person
wants to be saved from the birth-pangs of Moshiach, he should involve
himself in Torah and acts of kindness.” (Talmud Bavli Berachot 5a,
“regarding Torah and acts of kindness” and Tehillim / Psalms 18:51
He gives great deliverance to His king, And shows lovingkindness to
His anointed, To David and his descendants forever. NASB, and Talmud
Bavli Sotah 14a)
The failure to observe the Shmita and Yovel years we are told led
to the dispersion of Israel into the world. Therefore, the dispersion of
Israel began with the exile and when Yeshua came there were Jewish
synagogues literally in every land. We see this in the NT account as
Paul went in his travels towards Rome. The Jewish people outside of
Israel concentrated their religious lives in the study of the Torah and
10
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the life of the synagogue and we learn how God-fearing gentiles also
joined in studying and worshiping the Lord. This is how the disciples
of the first century believers began teaching about Yeshua amongst the
dispersed peoples using the weekly Torah readings in the synagogues
as a meeting place for sharing the good news of Yeshua.
What we learn from this week’s Torah portion is how disobedience to God’s Word (unfaithfulness) leads to a curse entering into our
lives due to sin and unrepentance according to the words of the Torah.
The rabbis teach us the importance of carrying God’s Word with us, in
our hearts, for the purpose of putting our faith into action (this is the
definition of faithfulness, to put our faith into practice). The Shmita
and Yovel years reveals to all peoples the significance of God having
ownership of not just the land, but also of all that we have, and even
our very lives, and the breath of life. This is why we are to remember
what God has done for us each day, living humble and repentant lives,
and seeking to walk according to God’s ways because of the mercy that
He has shown us in His Son Yeshua the Messiah. These things we are
learning today set the background for preparing the way for answering the prayers of the people for their Messiah to come and deliver
them. In the confidence of trusting in God and in His Word, we too can
receive answered prayer asking the Lord God Almighty to send His
Spirit into our hearts and lives through faith in His Messiah Yeshua.
And through faith in God’s Messiah, the Lord will work in our lives to
remain faithful, and break the curse of sinfulness in our lives. This is
the power of the Gospel Message, and this is the truth that is taught in
the Torah. This is how the Torah and the Gospel Message go hand in
hand!
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