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1. For Him who triumphs, at treading the winepress (Tehillim / 2W 2377 VARY T .ONAT DY NIND K
Psalms 8:1). The phrase reading the winepress is to be read in the [na ax57 99 979 W] IR Swa 9 5an

light of what Scripture says elsewhere, Put you in the sickle, for ,
the harvest is ripe, come, tread you, for the winepress is full, the R ,]71?3 W20 VN R "2 ’(J" T 581’)
vats overflow (Joel 4:13). To whom will God say Put you in the 1AM ,D’DNbD’? N H’an ' Qw32 OnId
sickle tread you for the winepress is full? Rabbi Phinehas taught , RPN Sy XD AN PRY ,’7&11[7’]7 NN
in the name of rabbi Hilkiah, God will say this to the angels, but LT 5y RO ,P10n1 S5y K9 ,1°%a 5y kDY
the Rabbis maintained that God will say it to the children of Isra- _ 5 . 5 5

el. Songs are not sung at the season of harvest, nor at the season TP L[TIT2 M) NPNAT 7Y MXIm? MR
of grape-gathering, nor at he season of olive-picking, but only at 12’777 DY 172 922 N2 MNIW 71733 T
the season of treading the winepress, as it is said For Him who tri- N3 ,'[573'15) [nb TPXPT NY AR LY 7Y
umph, at treading the winepress. A Psalm of David. By harvest is 5 9. 5 5 5 5

meant the fall of Babylon, as is said The daughter of Babylon is like IV *2 °N377 2 DR 1P 1T 73 ’(”
a threshing floor at the time when it is trodden the time of harvest oy X P12 °nAMN] 070K "NX21 nwp
will come for her (Jeremiah 51:33), by grape-gathering is meant ARIW ,>7 77 P07 ,(3° © 7°727) [ 712
the fall of Greece, as is said For I have bent Judah for Me, I have nxiw ,O1TR 17 N3 ’(» T -mox) M7 DR 1“0
filled the bow with Ephraim against your sons, O Greece (Zecha- XXM DX (3 30 H’EYW’) »795 5A997 S0
riah 9:13), by olive-picking is meant the fall of Media, as is said i
So they hanged Haman on the tree (Esther 7:10), but treading the , 1XPP2,7°%22 ,nbmm 7201 MNW? ¥y27X2
winepress is meant the fall of Edom, as is said I have trodden the NNV ROW PWHONI ORY ,20NWAa 7792

winepress along (Isaiah 63:3). In Scripture, you find redemption ymsyy 5997 K9 K75 .00 P11 ki ml TR

described by four metaphors, as a grape-gathering, as a harvest, as \ > 7 5R) 7¥5 by 99 b
a pregnant woman, and as spices. If any of these be taken prema- DX, 7% (3 72K ) TER WA 2

turely, the owners will get no profit from them. Hence, it is written (7 X 71°721 ,0 U2 A7) T2 1R2 %12
of a harvest, Put you in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe (Joel 4:13), 779 Ny 7Y [01n] (DInR) 197,079
it is written of grape-gathering, When grape-gatherers come to you D°AWa 9 BY 0oAwaa (3 - TD’?Q) =75

O Esau (Jeremiah 49:9-10), of a pregnant woman, Therefore will o \ — \ .,
He give them up until the time that she who travails has brought AR?M 73777 R '(-f nomwa v v ‘-‘W)

forth, then the remnant will return (Micha 5:2), and of spices, Make X217 DR N7 DX PRM oo ,(l’ T ]7N1’) nx
haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a gazelle or to a young hart [nA R yalke) "] 53 15 IR ,ﬂ’b NN

upon the mountains of spices (Song 8:14). Come, tread you, for the 5 55 Sy (7 5
winepress is full (Joel 4:13). All the prophets saw the winepress as M ARIT 2 om0 v ’( 700 N )

the symbol of redemption. So the prophet Joel saw it, for he said, a(3 12 ,'pywﬂ) 12 11¥ 77 073 R o2
Put you in the sickle the winepress is full. So Isaiah saw it, for he l']DN'? NONAT DY 1mXIND MR ,,‘Pb M HON
said, In that day, A vineyard of wine, sing you unto it (Isaiah 27:2).
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So Asaph saw it, for he said, For Him who triumphs, as treading 9y fxIn® ORI 5°9 00 717 ,(R XD D’bﬂﬂ)
the winepress. A Psalm of David (Tehillim / Psalms 8:1). 2775 N NN

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 8, Part 2 2320 1 Pad 2997 wWATH
2. O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth, TR YOI 599 W IR AN IPNIR T2
yet surely above the heavens set Your glory (Tehillim / Psalms S S Susa S

8:2). Rabbi said, We find that on three occasions at the making D°3R717 VY maen W3 PR *37
of man, at the giving of Torah, and at the building of the Taber- ,1 11 1NN ,07R2 77370 TAD P10
nacle the angels demonstrated with the Holy One blessed be He. NR NIRT2Y i=izh Ri7palizmRakt i bliZalh

They demonstrated at the making of man, when the Holy One 7R TWYI O MK LO%IRDA '[5733 TR

blessed be He, desired to create man, He consulted the angels \ 5 \
and said to them, Let us make man (Bereshit / Genesis 1:26). WA2IN 7 WUR 73 72 TR ’(D RN WN-D)

They said to Him, What is man that You are mindful of him? 112,102 RN N abyipRalahs ,(Tf m D’b‘-m)
(Tehillim / Psalms 8:5). God replied, Soon you will see his wis- SN2 501 9O 010D ,172APN WY 7 IRN2Y
dom. And after He created man, what did the Holy One blessed 5 5 5

be He, do? He assembled all beasts and cattle and fowl before ,‘{:3 o7 bN;W ? ﬂﬂ? ,ﬂjW’ﬂ D: n J: ? M
the ministering angels and began asking them what the name of QYWPan D2 MR, PYTY PR LA 2w N
each creature was. The ministering angels did not know, and 72K 1NIR DRI CIRW 77 2w INnon V1Y ank
‘ilerll Gl(()(il §aidht0 tllllelr:l,HYli)/[u fgsire proqf ((l)f tgeh Wis.(ﬁ)ml(l)f Hﬁﬁ? ,77AR WY an ,D]')Db mnY X197 ,anmnw b

s I ask him, he will tell Me the names indeed he will call out the , . . Saq o S

name of each one. What did the Holy One blessed be He do 1 RRIT BTN 197 R 227w
then? He assembled all beasts and cattle and fowl and brought 2 ﬂ’WNWJ) [77wn non ]73] AnIRA 2 DR
them before man, for it is said And out of the ground the Lord Q79X WY MK 922 XY XAX M 0K ,(U’

God assembled every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air M50 9 (TD R NWRT2 DW) YIRT NPT DR

(Bereshit / Genesis 2:19). Is it not already said in a previous \ - bab &Y \ 5
verse, Asked Rabbi Akha, God made the beasts of the ecarth after N2 IR, WY N2 7277 ROR L0 0

their kind, and the cattle after their kind (Bereshit / Genesis R XN 20 MKW 7°I¥3,011°2 1“27]7 , %7
1:25)? In what sense, then, does Scripture use the word assem- =7 NINAD QTN O XA ,(U’ 9 D’jj‘f) Py

bled? Having sayd by assembled in the previous verse, that He 591 PR O (U’ 2 ﬂ’WNW:I) (D?Nﬂ) T XD’

mad by assembled in this verse Scripture cannot mean He . 5 ., 3155 3
formed, but He assembled, as in the phrase When you will as- LMINRT? 3970 ,MIRT?2 2902w 77221 *197 DX

semble against the city (Devarim / Deuteronomy 21:19). Having ,O7R DW INNI7 NOWR 2ORDN? MIRITY XOR

said that God assembled the creatures, Scripture goes on to say ,027 iy Xali/] XIAPW 7737 PRNAY W 0

that He brough them unto the man to see what he would call 5 "
them (Bereshit / Genesis 2:19). Is not everything foreseen by the N1 7777 N > JAY IR ANRY 7730 12 MK

Holy One blessed be He? Yet the verse says to see as if God 17 MR , TR 72 NRW QTR mmprb
could not foresee. How, then, are we to understand see, unless CITR RAPAD ORI DR I 0K 0w 7 OIR
we read it as “see” to cause to see? That is, God caused the min- AW X1 T IR K] 73]7 ,531-{. NIR DKWY

istering angels to see man’s wisdom. And what is meant by the " \ N
conclusion of the verse, And whatsoever the man called every ;TR TR 77 R 0l R ,(ﬂ A YT )

living creature that was the name thereof? It means that whatev- ONRY ,INNAM 7 IR 77PN a2 MR TN
er name God had ordained for every living creature, that was the ,AN 1NN2 197 .1370TN 0 WK 11D 2NN

name which the first man gave it, and thereby named every liv- Y9mnT SRS °1°02 TN 1ﬂ”7 770 RAWD

ing creature. Then the Holy One blessed be He, asked the man, ., - 39K5
And you? What is your name? The man answered, It is fitting WAIR 71 1R ,i7"325 197 I DPIRINT

that I be called Adam since I was fashioned out of the earth. And 7N o) TRW IN T2 1PN 7 ,13920T0 0D
God asked, And 1?7 What is My name? Adam answered, it is 1137 19199 99K Raliali7h by 77 TN W
fitting that You be called Lord, since You are Lord of all. There- 5

fore, it is said I am the Lord, that is My name (Isaiah 42:8), by 7 ,B7RWA TN 1NN -[b K171 7R3 D91 9w
which God meant, That is My name by which Adam called me. ,AWITRY A0 RO, D00 DPWITR IRW
And so the Holy One blessed be He, said to the angels, Behold ,13538 NODW 201 ,0°°0 7Y 9070 ,0%0 1R
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how great is man’s wisdom, and yet you say What is man that You
are mindful of him? Similarly, the angels began remonstrating
with the Holy One blessed be He, at the giving of the Torah. When
the Holy One blessed be He, was about to set forth the Torah on
Sinai for Israel, they said, What is man that You are mindful of
Him? O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth,
yet surely above the heavens set Your glory (Tehillim / Psalms 8:2-
5). By this they meant, Master of the universe. It would be more
fitting for You to set forth the Torah in heaven. Why? Because we
are holy and pure, and it, too, is pure and holy. We are eternally
alive, and Your Torah is a tree of life. It would be better if the Torah
were with us. God replied, the Torah cannot find fulfillment among
heavenly beings, for it is said of the Torah Neither is it found in the
land of the living (Job 28:13). Is there land in heaven? Where can
Torah find fulfillment? Among earthly beings, as it is said, I even I
have made the land, and created man upon it, I even My hands,
have stretched out the heavens, and all their hosts have I command-
ed (Isaiah 45:12). In the name of rabbi Judah, rabbi Nehemiah told
the parable of a man whose son had a finger missing. The father
sent his son away to have him taught the weaving of silk garments
and whatever appertains to this craft, a craft requiring the use of all
the fingers. After a time, the father came to the master weaver and
asked, Why have you not taught my son the craft? The master
weaver replied, This is the craft that requires the use of all the fin-
gers, but your son has a finger missing. Yet you desire that he
should learn weaving? So too, the Holy One blessed be He, said to
the angels, The Torah cannot be taught to you, for there is no pro-
creating among you, not uncleanness, no death, and no disease. All
of you are holy. Yet in the Torah, such things are said as When a
man dies in a tent (Bamidbar / Numbers 19:14), Yhis will be the
law of the leper (Vayikra / Leviticus 14:2), I[F a woman be deliv-
ered (Vayikra / Leviticus 12:2), If a woman has an issue (Vayikra /
Leviticus 15:25), These may you eat (Vayikra / Leviticus 11:9), and
these you may not eat (Vayikra / Leviticus 11:4). Hence, it is said
of the Torah Neither is it found in the land of the living (Job 28:13).
As soon as He finished saying all of these things to the angels, the
Holy One blessed be He, performed His deed of love, and gave the
Torah to Moshe. But when Moshe was gone up the mountain and
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did not soon come dOWIl, the children of Israel built that thing of Ehba] ]31113mp an°ea oy 533 .'-‘":P‘-‘ Dnb mbahe

theirs so that the Tablets of Testimony were smashed. Then the
ministering angels rejoiced and said Now the Torah will be restored
to us. And when Moshe went up a second time to receive the To-
rah, the ministering angels asked, Master of the universe. Only
yesterday, did not the people of Israel sin against the Torah in which
You have written You shall have no other gods before me (Shemot
/ Exodus 20:3)? Therefore the Holy One blessed be He replied, As
accusers, you have also stood between Me and Israel. And yet
when you went down to Abraham, did you not eat meat and milk
together, as it is said And Abraham took curd and milk, and the calf
which he had dressed, and set it before them and they did eat
(Bereshit / Genesis 18:7-8). But even a child in Israel, after coming
home his Teacher’s house, will say if his mother sets out bread,
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meat, and cheese for him to eat, This day my teacher taught me,
You will not seethe a kid in its mother’s milk (Shemot / Exodus
34:26). The angels found no answer for God. And in that in-
stant, while the angels had no answer and no rejoinder, the Holy
One blessed be He, said to Moshe, Write you these words
(Shemot / Exodus 34:27). Again, when the Holy One blessed be
He, desired His presence to dwell in the Tabernacle, the angels
said to the Holy One blessed be He, Master of the universe!
What is man that You are mindful of him? Rabbi Judah, in the
name of rabbi Aibu, and rabbi Judah son of Simon, both deduced
this remonstrance of the angels from the one verse Kings of
heavenly hosts cast, they cast (Tehillim / Psalms 68:13), taking it
to mean figuratively that the angels cast stones in remonstrance,
having the same sense as yaddu in the verse Against My people
they cast lots (Joel 4:3). The Holy One blessed be He, then said
to the angels, By your lives, [ will do as you say, and His glory
covered the heavens only (Habakkuk 3:3). But David said to the
ministering angels, By your lives, the glory shall be with me, for
the verse concludes, The earth will be full of His praise. The
angels replied, Only His praise, not His glory, will be on the
earth. David said, Nevertheless, His glory will be on earth, as
you can see from the Psalm which begins with Praise you the
Lord from the heaves (Tehillim / Psalms 148:1), and goes on, His
glory will be upon earth and heaven (Tehillim / Psalms 148:13),
thus the glory will be first upon earth, and then will be in heaven.
Hence it is said O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in
all the earth where You have set Your glory which was in heaven
(Tehillim / Psalms 8:2).

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 8, Part 3

3. Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings have You ordained
strength (Tehillim / Psalms 8:3). Consider this verse in the light
of what Scripture says elsewhere, My son if you are become
surety of your friend (Mishley / Proverbs 6:1). These words are
addressed to young disciples to each of whome, at the time that
he is ordained as a scholar, the Holy One blessed be He, says Be-
fore you were ordained, you were not answerable for the entire
community. But now that you are ordained, you are become a
surety for the community, as it is said My son, if you are become
surety for your friend (Mishley / Proverbs 6:1). Who is spoken
of as your friend? The Holy One blessed be He, of whom it is
said, This is my beloved, and this is my friend (Song 5:16), and
of whom it is also said Your own friend, and your father’s friend
forsake not (Mishley / Proverbs 27:10). And what are you to
do as surety? Of what is clean, you are not to say it is unclean,
and of what is unclean, that it is clean, of what is permitted, you
are not to say it is forbidden, and of what is forbidden, that it is
permitted, otherwise you will be snared into guilt by the words
of your mouth, as is said You are snared by the words of your
mouth (Mishley / Proverbs 6:2). What more are you to do as
surety? God and occupy yourself with Torah, for the next verse
says, Do this now, my son, and deliver yourself, when you are
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come into the hand of your friend (Mishley / Proverbs 6:3). Here
the word this clearly refers to Torah, of which it is said And this is
the Torah which Moshe set before the children of Israel (Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 4:44). The verse continues God humble yourself
(Mishley / Proverbs 6:3) that is, get you a master who will tread on
you as on the earth, and humble yourself at his feet, but it is God
whom you must set as king over you, as the verse concludes, And
let your friend be king over you (Mishley / Proverbs 6:3). Here,
I will make mention of the kingdom and of Babylon (Tehillim /
Psalms 87:4). If you set God as king over you, You will deliver
yourself as a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from
the hand of the fowler (Mishley / Proverbs 6:5).

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 8, Part 4

4. Another comment. The words My son, if you are become surety
for your neighbor (Mishley / Proverbs 6:1) are addressed to chil-
dren in Israel who become sureties for one another at the time of
the giving of Torah. How so? When the Holy One blessed be He,
desired to give the Torah to the people of Israel, He said to them,
Give Me sureties that you will live by the Torah. And when the
people of Israel said Behold the Patriarchs will be sureties for us,
God replied, As you live, the Patriarchs themselves are in debt to
Me. Would that they were able to stand surety for their own per-
sons. A parable is told of a man who needed to borrow money, and
was told Bring surety, and you will receive as much money as you
desire. The man went and brought another who himself was in
debt, and he was told, You have brought one already in debt to me.
Would that he were able to stand surety for his own person. Go
now and bring someone not in debt to me, and then receive what
money you desire. Likewise, the Holy One blessed be He, said
to the people of Israel, You bring Me the Patriarchs, sureties who
are not in debt to Me. Whence do we know that God spoke thus?
Because it is written, The Lord made not this covenant with our
fathers, but with us, who are all of us here alive this day (Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 5:3). When the people of Israel asked, Who are
those not in debt to You? God answered, Infants. Whereupon the
people of Israel brought sucklings at their mother’s breasts, and
pregnant women whose wombs become transparent as glass so that
the embryos in the wombs could see god and speak with Him. And
the Holy One blessed be He, asked the sucklings and the embryos,
Will you be sureties for your fathers, so that if [ give them the Torah
they will live by it, but that if they do not, you will be forfeited be-
cause of them? The replied, Yes. When God said to them, I am the
Lord Your God (Shemot / Exodus 20:2), they replied, Yes. When
God said to them You will have no other gods before Me (Shemot
/ Exodus 20:3), they replied, Yes. And so, as sureties for their fa-
thers, at every utterance they replied Yes, when God said You will,
and replied, No, when God said You will not. Thereupon, God
declared, Out of your mouths, then, I give the Torah, as is said Out
of the mouths of babes and sucklings have You ordained strength
(Tehillim / Psalms 8:3), strength here meaning Torah, of which it is
said The Lord will give strength unto His people (Tehillim / Psalms
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29:11). Accordingly, when fathers in Israel God forbid, reject
the Torah, their children are forfeited on account of them, as it is
said My people are cut off from lack of knowledge, because you
have rejected knowledge, 1 will reject you, that you will be no
priest to Me, seeing you have forgotten the Law of God, I also
will forget your children (Hosea 4:6). What did God mean in
saying I also will forget your children? The Holy One, blessed
be He, meant I also in a manner of speaking will make Myself
forget that your children blessed Me. Hence it is said I also.

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 8, Part 5

5. A further comment on Out of the mouths of babes and suck-
lings have You ordained strength (Tehillim / Psalms 8:3). Rab-
bi and Rabbi Jose the Galilean differed. Rabbi said The word
olelim means children old enough to play in the street, as is
shown by the verse To cut off the children from the streets (Jer-
emiah 9:20), and also by the verse The young children ask bread
they are desolate in the streets (Lamentations 4:4-5). And the
word yonekim means embryos in their mother’s wombs. Rabbi
Jose the Galilean said, The word olelim means embryos still in
the womb, as in the verse Embryos that never saw light (Job
3:16), the word yonekim means infants just out of the womb, as
in the verse O that you were as my brother that sucked the breasts
of my mother (Son 8:1). Rab and Rabbi Levi commented further
on the infants offering of themselves as sureties. Rab said, their
mothers wombs became like transparent glass, and at once the
embryos let go of their navel strings, and the sucklings let go of
the nipples. Rabbi Levi added, Even greater than the first miracle
was the one that followed, the mother’s wombs became opaque
again, the embryos rejoined themselves to the navel strings, and
the sucklings went back to the nipples, after having opened their
mouths in song, as is said Out of the mouths of embryos and
sucklings has You ordained strength. The verse concludes Be-
cause of Your adversaries, that You might still the enemy and the
avenger, the term adversaries implying two adversaries, and the
phrase the enemy and the avenger implying two more adversar-
ies in allusion to the four kingdoms. A different comment. By
the words Because of your adversaries God meant, On account
of your adversaries, [ have given you the Torah.

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 8, Part 6

6. When I behold Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the
moon and the stars which You have ordained (Tehillim / Psalms
8:4). Rabbi Aibu taught, There are three kinds of men. The first
kind says, Had I been created to do no more than behold the stars
and the heavenly bodies, it would have been enough for me, as
is said When I behold the moon and the stars which You have
ordained. The second kind says, All that You have to give me,
give it to me in the world to come. The third kind, the slothful
laborers, says, Give us now what is ours and also what was our
father’s, as is said, The work of Your fingers. Rabbi Joshua son
of Levi taught, In saying to mankind, Do I not fill heaven and
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earth? (Jeremiah 23:24), the Holy One blessed be He, meant, Know
you that the upper worlds and the lower worlds were filled merely
by The work of My fingers.

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 8, Part 7

7. What is man that You are mindful of him? (Tehillim / Psalms
8:5) Rabbi Berechiah taught, as the Holy One blessed be He, was
creating His universe, He sought to show the angels the excellence
of the deeds of the righteous. But the angels said to God, What
is man that You are mindful of him? And the son of man that You
remember him? (Tehillim / Psalms 8:5). In saying What is man
that You are mindful of him? (Tehillim / Psalms 8:5), they were
referring to Abraham, of whom it is said God was mindful of Abra-
ham (Bereshit / Genesis 19:29). In saying And the son of man
that You remember him? (Tehillim / Psalms 8:5), they were refer-
ring to Isaac who was begotten by God’s remembering Sarah, as is
said And the Lord thought of Sarah (Bereshit / Genesis 21:1). In
saying that You make him less only than God (Tehillim / Psalms
8:6), they were referring to Jacob who commanded the flocks to
bring forth streaked, speckled, and spotted young, as is said And
thus the flocks conceived at the sight of the rods, and brought forth
streaked, speckled, and spotted (Bereshit / Genesis 30:39), thereby
proving that Jacob was less than God only in that he had not the
power to put the breath of live into them. In saying And crown him
with glory and honor (Tehillim / Psalm 8:6), they were referring
to Moshe, of whome it is said Moshe knew not that the skin of his
face sent forth beams by reason of His speaking with him (Shemot
/ Exodus 34:29). In saying And make him to have dominion over
the work of Your hands (Tehillim / Psalms 8:7), they were referring
to Joshua who caused the luminaries to stand still by saying, Sun
stand you still upon Gibeon, and you moon in the valley of Aijalon
(Joshua 10:12), and it is written that The sun stood still, and the
moon stayed (Joshua 10:13). In the saying You put all things under
his feed (Tehillim / Psalms 8:7), they were referring to David, all
of whose enemies fell before him, so that he said, Yhen did I beat
them small as the dust of the earth (2 Samuel 22:43). In saying
Sheep and oxen, all of them (Tehillim / Psalms 8:8), they were
referring to Solomon, of whom it is said He spoke also with beasts,
with fowl, and with creeping things. (1 Kings 5:13). In saying
You, and the breasts of the field (Tehillim / Psalms 8:8), they were
alluding to Samson. According to Rabbi Hanina son of Papa, God
let the angels see Samson as he was capturing the three hundred
foxes. According to rabbi Simon, God let the angles see Daniel
go down into the pit of lions, ride upon their necks, and suffer no
injury. In saying the fowl of the air (Tehillim / Psalms 8:9), they
were alluding to Elijah who flies about the world like a bird. Of
Elijah it is also said And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in
the morning (1 Kings 17:6). In saying And the fish of the sea, they
were alluding to Jonah, of whom it is said and Jonah was in the
belly of the fish (Jonah 2:1). In saying Whatsoever passes through
the paths of the sea (Tehillim / Psalms 8:9), they the children of Is-
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rael walked on dry land in the midst of the sea (Shemot / Exodus
15:19). Finally, in saying O Lord, our Lord how glorious is Your
name in all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 8:10), the angels meant,
Do what pleases You. Your glory is to sojourn with Your people
and with Your children.

Midrash Tehillim, Chapter 8, Part 8

8. Another comment on For Him who triumphs, at treading the wine-
press (Tehillim / Psalms 8:1). The verse refers to the punishment of
Gog and Magog and of the four kingdoms upon whom God will tread
as in a winepress, as it is said Wherefore are You red in Your apparel,
and Your garments like him that treads in the winepress? (Isaiah 63:2).
The prophet Isaiah said, The Lord of hosts will be exalted in judgment
(Isaiah 5:16). When will the Holy One blessed be He, be exalted?
When He executes judgment upon the nations. For what is said in
preceding chapter? The lofty looks of man will be humbled, and the
haughtiness of men will be bowed down, and the Lord alone will be
exalted (Isaiah 2:11). At such a time, the Lord of hosts will be exalted
in judgment (Isaiah 5:16). Similarly, God said, And it will come to pass
in that day, when Gog will come against the Land of Israel, I will call
for a sword against him throughout all My mountains, and I will cause
to rain upon him, and upon his brands, and upon the many peoples that
are with him, and overflowing shower, and great hailstones, fire, and
brimstone. Thus will I magnify Myself, and they will know that I am
the Lord (Ezekiel 38:18, 21-23). Similarly, Joel, the son of Pethuel,
says, Proclaim you this among the nations, Assemble yourselves, and
come, all you nations, and gather yourselves together round about, Let
the nations be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat,
for there will I sit to judge all the nations round about (Joel 4:9, 11-
12). But there is no valley named Jehoshaphat. What then is meant
by the valley of Jehoshaphat? It is in the valley in which Jeho, the
Lord, shaphat, will make decisions concerning all the nations. So it is
described in the verse Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision.
For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision (Joel 4:14).
The multitudes are not the multitudes of the living, but the multitudes
of the dead, as is intimated in the verse, Behold, a great storm will be
raised up from the uttermost parts of the earth. And the slaim of the
Lord will be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other
end of the earth (Jeremiah 25:32-33). Thus after saying There will I sit
to judge all the nations round about (Joel 4:12), God declared, Put you
in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe (Joel 4:17). And after that, He says,
So will you know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion My
holy mountain (Joel 4:17). And when will He be known as the Lord
God? When the Holy One blessed be He, is seen in the winepress.
When God says Come, tread you, for the winepress is full (Joel 4:13),
His triumph will be acknowledged, as is said For Him who triumph,
as treading the winepress. The term winepress, occurring four times
in Scripture, stands for the four periods of exile (i) For Him who tri-
umphs, upon the winepress. A Psalm of the sons of Korah (Tehillim /
Psalms 84:1), (ii) For Him who triumphs, upon the winepress. A Psalm
of Asaph (Tehillim / Psalms 81:1), (iii) the winepress in the Book of
Joel, Come tread you, for the winepress is full (Joel 4:13), and (iv) For
Him who triumphs, upon the winepress. A Psalm of David (Tehillim /
Psalms 8:1).
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