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פרשת
שמיני של פ�ח

Parashat Shemini shel Pesach

Devarim / Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17, Isaiah 10:32-12:6
John 20:15-20

The Mitzvah of Pikuach Nefesh (פיקוח נפש, Rescuing a 
Life) and Servant hood

 The reading for this week is from Devarim / Deuteronomy 14:22-
16:17 and speaks about being freed from slavery, being set free from 
debt, not charging interest, the Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot.  What 
these Scriptures are speaking to us is concerning servant hood, and 
committing our lives to the Lord.  When we do this, He will provide 
everything that we need, clothing, food, drink, and will remove the 
anxiety and restlessness of life that is always pressing hard against us.  
This week’s reading reminds us when we commit to serving the Lord, 
we gain all that we need along with countless blessings.  This is what 
the Torah is alluding to in Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:13-18:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:13-18
15:13 ‘When you set him free, you shall not send him 
away empty-handed. 15:14 ‘You shall furnish him lib-
erally from your flock and from your threshing floor 
and from your wine vat; you shall give to him as the 
Lord your God has blessed you. 15:15 ‘You shall re-
member that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and 
the Lord your God redeemed you; therefore I command 
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you this today. 15:16 ‘It shall come about if he says 
to you, ‘I will not go out from you,’ because he loves 
you and your household, since he fares well with you; 
15:17 then you shall take an awl and pierce it through 
his ear into the door, and he shall be your servant for-
ever. Also you shall do likewise to your maidservant. 
15:18 ‘It shall not seem hard to you when you set him 
free, for he has given you six years with double the 
service of a hired man; so the Lord your God will bless 
you in whatever you do. (NASB)

This text suggests that in order to receive a blessing from God we 
are to be a blessing to others.  This is analogous to what Yeshua had 
done for us.  He did not just set us free.  He also gave us gifts.  This is 
an important point, as Sforno on Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:18 Part 
1 writes saying, “לא יקשה בעיניך, to furnish him with some of your 
wealth upon his departure, seeing that he has served you faithfully 
and you will not become poor by doing so.”  The idea is when we 
place our faith in Yeshua the Messiah, we do not do so as to become 
poor.  When we share our wealth giving to the poor the Lord will bless 
us.  The Lord makes us rich in many ways, most importantly in our 
relationship with Him.  The Talmud describes these commandments 
(mitzvot) in the following way:

Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 38b:1
כל מצוה שנצטוו ישראל קודם כניסתן לארץ נוהגת

בין בארץ בין בחוצה לארץ לאחר כניסתן לארץ אינה
נוהגת אלא בארץ חוץ מן השמטת כספים ושילוח עבדים
שאע“פ שנצטוו עליהם לאחר כניסתן לארץ נוהגת בין

בארץ בין בחוצה לארץ...
Any mitzva that the Jewish people were commanded to 
perform before entering Eretz Yisrael, i.e., it was not 
linked to entry into the land, applies both in Eretz Yis-
rael and outside of Eretz Yisrael. Conversely, any mitz-
va that they were commanded to perform after they en-
tered Eretz Yisrael applies only in Eretz Yisrael, except 
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for the abrogation of monetary debts in the Sabbatical 
Year (see Deuteronomy 15:1–2), and the emancipation 
of slaves in the Jubilee Year (see Leviticus 25:39–41). 
Even though the Jews were commanded with regard to 
these mitzvot that they were to perform them only after 
their entry into Eretz Yisrael, these mitzvot apply both 
in Eretz Yisrael and outside of Eretz Yisrael. 

The idea here is related to the mitzvot which apply only inside of the 
land of Israel, and those that are universal (inside and outside of the 
land).  Those rules regarding the Shmittah year applies both inside 
and outside.  The commands regarding taking care of the poor, the or-
phans, the widows, and the stranger, applies both inside and outside of 
the land.  In fact, the poor, the orphans, the widows, and the stranger, 
to care for them, this is what these Scriptures speak about. (Chizkuni 
on Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:1 Part 1) This is about having compas-
sion and love for one another, these are the basic principles that were 
being taught by Yeshua in the Apostolic Writings.  The Torah states 
the following:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:18
ר י מִשְׁנהֶ֙ שְׂכַ֣ ךְ כִּ֗ ךָ בְּשַׁלֵּחֲֽךָ֙ אתֹ֤וֹ חָפְשִׁי֙ מֵעִֽמָּ֔ ה בְעֵינֶ֗ לֹא־יקְִשֶׁ֣

ר ל אֲשֶׁ֥ ֹ֖ יךָ בְּכ שׁ שָׁנִ֑ים וּבֵרַֽכְךָ֙ יהְוָ֣ה אֱלֹהֶ֔ יר עֲבֽדְָךָ֖ שֵׁ֣ שָׂכִ֔
תַּעֲשֶֽׂה׃ (פ)

15:18 When you do set him free, do not feel aggrieved; 
for in the six years he has given you double the service 
of a hired man. Moreover, the LORD your God will 
bless you in all you do.

The person made himself a bondservant, had made so much money for 
his master, that the master may feel grieved that he would loose this 
servant.  Consider why Yeshua chose money (or possessions) as the 
alternative master to which most of us are drawn.  “No one can serve 
two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and money.” (Matthew 6:24)  He understood that man’s desire is to 
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seek to acquire and hold on to things that make life more comfortable.  
It seems to make little difference whether one starts from a position 
of relative poverty or relative wealth; we all want more.  To get more, 
we have to commit our time and energy to gaining more, this makes 
it impossible to simultaneously be a servant of God.  Divided loyalty 
is a serious problem, and Moshe describes this as not feeling grieved 
for turning his servant loose in the shmittah year, do not be afraid, the 
Lord your God will bless you in all you do!  This describes how the 
servant of God must be all in.  This is expounded upon in the rabbinic 
commentaries such as what we find here written by Daat Zkenim.

Daat Zkenim on Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:18 Part 
1
 for he has worked for you“ ,כי משנה שכר שכיר עבדך
twice as long as the wages that he received,“ a hired 
hand usually hires himself out for a period of three 
years. We know this from Isaiah 16,14: שנים בשלש 
מואב כבוד  ונקלה  שכיר   in three years, fixed“ ,כשני 
like the years of a hired labourer, the glory of Moav 
shall shrink;” it follows that someone who has served 
his master for six years has actually served twice the 
length of a hired hand. The reason they hired such la-
borers for a period of three years was that if they had 
hired such a person for a term of a year or two years, 
sometimes the years are longer and sometimes they are 
shorter, depending it had more than one month of Adar. 
By making the term three years there could not be a 
dispute about how many days of labour this included.

Here Daat Zkenim comments on the one who hires himself as a la-
borer and he does so for three years.  This is connected to the Shmittah 
in that the person is released on the seventh year and having worked 
twice as long indicating that his pay was half of what he had spent la-
boring.  (Note how there is an interesting parallel to the life of Jacob.) 
This is the command given according to Vayikra / Leviticus 25:39 If 
a countryman among you becomes destitute and sells himself to you, 
you must not force him into slave labor. 25:40 Let him stay with you 
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as a hired worker or temporary resident; he is to work for you until 
the Year of Jubilee. 25:41 Then he and his children are to be released, 
and he may return to his clan and to the property of his fathers. (BSB)
Hired servants were engaged by the day and paid at the close of the 
day.  A servant hired by the priest was not regarded as one of the fam-
ily, and was not allowed to eat of the holy things, whereas the slaves 
were considered a part of the family (Vayikra / Leviticus 19:13, 22:10, 
Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:18, 24:14, Job 14:6, Malachi 3:5).  There 
is a change of status here in the difference between a slave and a hired 
servant.  This is contrasted in the New Testament with the Shepherd 
who owned the sheep (Matthew 20:1-8 workers in vineyard, Luke 
15:17-19 prodigal son, John 10:12-13 good shepherd and sheep). The 
servant who functions as a worker just as in the parable of the work-
ers in the vineyard (Matthew 20) Yeshua likens to “the kingdom of 
heaven.”  
 The verses we are looking at for this week are from Devarim / 
Deuteronomy 15:1-18:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 15:1-18
15:1 ‘At the end of every seven years you shall grant a 
remission of debts. 15:2 ‘This is the manner of remis-
sion: every creditor shall release what he has loaned to 
his neighbor; he shall not exact it of his neighbor and 
his brother, because the Lord’s remission has been pro-
claimed. 15:3 ‘From a foreigner you may exact it, but 
your hand shall release whatever of yours is with your 
brother. 15:4 ‘However, there will be no poor among 
you, since the Lord will surely bless you in the land 
which the Lord your God is giving you as an inheri-
tance to possess, 15:5 if only you listen obediently to 
the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all 
this commandment which I am commanding you today. 
15:6 ‘For the Lord your God will bless you as He has 
promised you, and you will lend to many nations, but 
you will not borrow; and you will rule over many na-
tions, but they will not rule over you. 15:7 ‘If there is a 
poor man with you, one of your brothers, in any of your 
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towns in your land which the Lord your God is giving 
you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close your 
hand from your poor brother; 15:8 but you shall freely 
open your hand to him, and shall generously lend him 
sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks. 15:9 ‘Be-
ware that there is no base thought in your heart, saying, 
‘The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,’ and 
your eye is hostile toward your poor brother, and you 
give him nothing; then he may cry to the Lord against 
you, and it will be a sin in you. 15:10 ‘You shall gener-
ously give to him, and your heart shall not be grieved 
when you give to him, because for this thing the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your work and in all your 
undertakings. 15:11 ‘For the poor will never cease to 
be in the land; therefore I command you, saying, ‘You 
shall freely open your hand to your brother, to your 
needy and poor in your land.’ 15:12 ‘If your kinsman, 
a Hebrew man or woman, is sold to you, then he shall 
serve you six years, but in the seventh year you shall set 
him free. 15:13 ‘When you set him free, you shall not 
send him away empty-handed. 15:14 ‘You shall furnish 
him liberally from your flock and from your threshing 
floor and from your wine vat; you shall give to him as 
the Lord your God has blessed you. 15:15 ‘You shall 
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, 
and the Lord your God redeemed you; therefore I com-
mand you this today. 15:16 ‘It shall come about if he 
says to you, ‘I will not go out from you,’ because he 
loves you and your household, since he fares well with 
you; 15:17 then you shall take an awl and pierce it 
through his ear into the door, and he shall be your ser-
vant forever. Also you shall do likewise to your maid-
servant. 15:18 ‘It shall not seem hard to you when you 
set him free, for he has given you six years with double 
the service of a hired man; so the Lord your God will 
bless you in whatever you do. (NASB)
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־ הַשְּׁ דְּבַר  וְזהֶ  ב    שְׁמִטָּה:  תַּעֲשֶהֹ  שֶׁבַע-שָׁניִם  מִקֵּץ   א   
ֹ לֹא-יגִּשֹ בְּרֵעֵהוּ  ה  ישֶַּׁ אֲשֶׁר  ידָוֹ  ה  מַשֵּׁ כָּל-בַּעַל  שָׁמוֹט  מִטָּה 
אֶת-רֵעֵהוּ וְאֶת-אָחִיו כִּי-קָרָא שְׁמִטָּה לַיהוָֹה: ג   אֶת-הַנּכְָרִי
כִּי אֶפֶס  ד    ידֶָךָ:  תַּשְׁמֵט  אֶת-אָחִיךָ  לְךָ  יהְִיהֶ  וַאֲשֶׁר  תִּגּשֹֹ 
לֹא יהְִיהֶ-בְּךָ אֶבְיוֹן כִּי-בָרֵךְ יבְָרֶכְךָ יהְוָֹה בָּאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר יהְוָֹה
תִּשְׁמַע אִם-שָׁמוֹעַ  רַק  ה    לְרִשְׁתָּהּ:  נחֲַלָה  נתֵֹן-לְךָ  אֱלֹהֶיךָ 
הַזּאֹת אֶת-כָּל-הַמִּצְוָה  לַעֲשוֹֹת  לִשְׁמרֹ  אֱלֹהֶיךָ  יהְוָֹה  בְּקוֹל 
כַּאֲשֶׁר בֵּרַכְךָ  אֱלֹהֶיךָ  כִּי-יהְוָֹה  ו    הַיּוֹם:  מְצַוְּךָ  אָנכִֹי  אֲשֶׁר 
דִּבֶּר-לָךְ וְהַעֲבַטְתָּ גּוֹיםִ רַבִּים וְאַתָּה לֹא תַעֲבטֹ וּמָשַׁלְתָּ בְּגוֹיםִ
רַבִּים וּבְךָ לֹא ימְִשׁלֹוּ:   ס   ז   כִּי-יהְִיהֶ בְךָ אֶבְיוֹן מֵאַחַד
לָךְ נתֵֹן  אֱלֹהֶיךָ  אֲשֶׁר-יהְוָֹה  בְּאַרְצְךָ  שְׁעָרֶיךָ  בְּאַחַד  אַחֶיךָ 
הָאֶבְיוֹן: מֵאָחִיךָ  אֶת-ידְָךָ  תִקְפּץֹ  וְלֹא  אֶת-לְבָבְךָ  תְאַמֵּץ  לֹא 
מַחְס־ֹ דֵּי  תַּעֲבִיטֶנּוּ  וְהַעֲבֵט  לוֹ  אֶת-ידְָךָ  תִּפְתַּח  כִּי-פָתחַֹ  ח   
מֶר לְךָ פֶּן-יהְִיהֶ דָבָר עִם-לְבָבְךָ רוֹ אֲשֶׁר יחְֶסַר לוֹ: ט   הִשָּׁ
מִטָּה וְרָעָה עֵינךְָ בַע שְׁנתַ הַשְּׁ בְלִיּעַַל לֵאמרֹ קָרְבָה שְׁנתַ-הַשֶּׁ
בְּאָחִיךָ הָאֶבְיוֹן וְלֹא תִתֵּן לוֹ וְקָרָא עָלֶיךָ אֶל-יהְוָֹה וְהָיהָ בְךָ
חֵטְא: י   נתָוֹן תִּתֵּן לוֹ וְלֹא-ירֵַע לְבָבְךָ בְּתִתְּךָ לוֹ כִּי בִּגלְַל
| הַדָּבָר הַזּהֶ יבְָרֶכְךָ יהְוָֹה אֱלֹהֶיךָ בְּכָל-מַעֲשֶךָֹ וּבְכלֹ מִשְׁלַח
אָנכִֹי עַל-כֵּן  הָאָרֶץ  מִקֶּרֶב  אֶבְיוֹן  לֹא-יחְֶדַּל  כִּי  יא    ידֶָךָ: 
וּלְאֶבְינֹךְָ לַּעֲניִּךֶָ  לְאָחִיךָ  אֶת-ידְָךָ  תִּפְתַּח  פָּתחַֹ  לֵאמרֹ  מְצַוְּךָ 
בְּאַרְצֶךָ:   ס   יב   כִּי-ימִָּכֵר לְךָ אָחִיךָ הָעִבְרִי אוֹ הָעִבְרִיּהָ
בִיעִת תְּשַׁלְּחֶנּוּ חָפְשִׁי מֵעִמָּךְ: יג נהָ הַשְּׁ וַעֲבָדְךָ שֵׁשׁ שָׁניִם וּבַשָּׁ
וְכִי-תְשַׁלְּחֶנּוּ חָפְשִׁי מֵעִמָּךְ לֹא תְשַׁלְּחֶנּוּ רֵיקָם: יד   הַעֲניֵק
תַּעֲניִק לוֹ מִצּאֹנךְָ וּמִגָּרְנךְָ וּמִיּקְִבֶךָ אֲשֶׁר בֵּרַכְךָ יהְוָֹה אֱלֹהֶיךָ
תִּתֶּן-לוֹ: טו   וְזכַָרְתָּ כִּי עֶבֶד הָייִתָ בְּאֶרֶץ מִצְרַיםִ וַיּפְִדְּךָ יהְוָֹה
אֱלֹהֶיךָ עַל-כֵּן אָנכִֹי מְצַוְּךָ אֶת-הַדָּבָר הַזּהֶ הַיּוֹם: טז   וְהָיהָ
כִּי-יאֹמַר אֵלֶיךָ לֹא אֵצֵא מֵעִמָּךְ כִּי אֲהֵבְךָ וְאֶת-בֵּיתֶךָ כִּי-טוֹב
לוֹ עִמָּךְ: יז   וְלָקַחְתָּ אֶת-הַמַּרְצֵעַ וְנתַָתָּה בְאָזנְוֹ וּבַדֶּלֶת וְהָיהָ
לְךָ עֶבֶד עוֹלָם וְאַף לַאֲמָתְךָ תַּעֲשֶהֹ-כֵּן: יח   לֹא-יקְִשֶׁה בְעֵינךֶָ
בְּשַׁלֵּחֲךָ אתֹוֹ חָפְשִׁי מֵעִמָּךְ כִּי מִשְׁנהֶ שְכַֹר שָכִֹיר עֲבָדְךָ שֵׁשׁ
שָׁניִם וּבֵרַכְךָ יהְוָֹה אֱלֹהֶיךָ בְּכלֹ אֲשֶׁר תַּעֲשֶהֹ:
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 The Torah in the Tanach is often spoken of as the loving instruc-
tion and gift of God to his people as a guide for life, something to 
be cherished and enjoyed, as well as something to be obeyed under 
penalty of the punishment for disobedience.  The wise person is said 
to live according to God’s ways which are intended for life.  This is 
the context of what we are finding here in the reading from Devarim / 
Deuteronomy 15:1-18.  When we walk in God’s ways, we are order-
ing our lives in accordance with God’s word and so we know God 
because we walk in His ways.  The commands on the servant being 
freed from slavery, being set free from debt, not charging interest, the 
Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot all speak of these things.  The rabbis in 
the Talmud speak about turning the servant away empty in the follow-
ing way:

Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 17a:7
The Gemara asks: What is the reasoning of Rabbi 
Meir? The Gemara explains: He derives a verbal anal-
ogy from “empty” stated with regard to the severance 
gift: “You shall not send him away empty” (Deuteron-
omy 15:13), and “empty” stated with regard to a first-
born: “All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem; 
and none shall appear before Me empty” (Exodus 
34:20). Just as there, in the case of the firstborn, one 
must give five sela, so too here, in the case of severance 
gifts, one must give five sela.

Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 17a:8
The Gemara asks: But one can say that he is obligated 
to give only five sela in total from all of the three types 
listed in the verse. The Gemara answers: If “empty” 
were written at the end of the verse, i.e., Deuterono-
my 15:14, the halakha would be as you said. But now 
that “empty” is written before the verse, i.e., at the 
end of Deuteronomy 15:13, apply the phrase “Do not 
send him away empty” to “flock,” and apply “emp-
ty” to “threshing floor,” and likewise apply “empty” 
to “winepress.” Consequently, there must be five sela 
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for each type.

The Gemara explains not letting a servant go away empty by compar-
ing to the redemption of the first born son. (Kiddushin 17a:7) The 
Gemara also places limits on the amount of payment given to the ser-
vant who leaves. (Kiddushin 17a:8)  What does God through Moses 
want us to see in these passages from Devarim / Deuteronomy 15?  
Our serving God should be as one who is redeemed, and the Lord 
God does not limit His blessing upon our lives.  This is the message 
of the Passover, the Lord God through His mercy redeemed Israel and 
delivered her from the bondage of slavery to the land of sin (Egypt).  
The Lord God blesses us and empowers us so we can be a blessing to 
others.  It is in this we are to be like the One whose image and likeness 
we bear, who uses His resources and power for others.  We are to do 
likewise.  
 The haftarah reading for the Torah portion is from Isaiah 11.

Isaiah 11:1-9
11:1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, 
And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 11:2 The 
Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, 
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 11:3 
And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, And He will 
not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision 
by what His ears hear; 11:4 But with righteousness He 
will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the 
afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with 
the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips 
He will slay the wicked. 11:5 Also righteousness will 
be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt 
about His waist. 11:6 And the wolf will dwell with the 
lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young 
goat, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together; And a little boy will lead them. 11:7 Also the 
cow and the bear will graze, Their young will lie down 
together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 11:8 
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The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, 
And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s 
den. 11:9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy 
mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord As the waters cover the sea. (NASB)

The haftarah reading in the Rabbinic literature does not discuss the 
origin of the practice of reading publicly from the Prophets in a formal 
cycle.  Traditions developed however on reading a particular passage 
from the prophets with each weekly Torah portion.  The Babylonian 
Talmud (Megillah 29b) suggests that a haftarah should “resemble” the 
Torah reading of the day.  This suggests that the haftarah may be linked 
to a theme or genre from the Torah reading.  Because of this, we look 
to the haftarah reading for some clue about its intended function.  It is 
interesting to try and understand what the Torah portion is about in the 
minds of the rabbis by their citing from Isaiah 11.  Here we have Isa-
iah 11 which speaks of the one who will come from the tribe of Jesse, 
who will be raised up by God in the spirit of wisdom and understand-
ing.  He will fear the Lord, and delight in that fear, he will not judge 
by sight or by his ears but will judge in righteousness.  He will be fair, 
and he will strike the earth with the words of his mouth.  It also states 
that righteousness and faithfulness will be bound around him.  He will 
be faithful, and then Isaiah speaks a prophetic message that there will 
be peace between enemies (wolf and lamb, child and cobra, etc) and 
peace will reign because the earth will be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord.  These things are connected to the servant in the description 
here in the Torah.  The Apostle Paul wrote that Yeshua took upon him 
the form of a servant (Philippians 2:7).  The Servant of God exercises 
his function as a servant by humbling himself. Isaiah 42:1 states, “Be-
hold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul 
delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to 
the nations.” (NASB)  Yeshua is called the servant of God in Acts 3:26 
“For you first, God raised up His Servant, and sent Him to bless you 
by turning every one of you from your wicked ways.”  Notice how Ye-
shua functioned in his role as HaMoshiach (the anointed one) to lead 
and guide the people in God’s ways, to turn men from their wicked 
ways.  Part of His service was the lead us in the way we should go, 
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walking according to God’s word such that each of us would turn from 
our wicked ways. (i.e. the message of repentance)  Matthew 20:28
states, “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for many.” (NASB) This idea of giving 
his life as a servant is related to the preservation of human life takes 
precedence over all the other commandments in Judaism.  This same 
principle can be found in the command Moshe gave us in Devarim / 
Deuteronomy 15:18 When you do set him free, do not feel aggrieved; 
for in the six years he has given you double the service of a hired man. 
Moreover, the LORD your God will bless you in all you do. (NASB)
Treating a brother as a hired servant as opposed to as a salve is analo-
gous to saving a life, treating him as having value and worth.  This 
builds self esteem which is very important.  Both our words and our 
actions can destroy a persons self esteem which is analogous to the 
death of the soul.  The Talmud emphasizes this principle of saving a 
life by citing the verse from Vayikra / Leviticus 18:5 “You shall there-
fore keep my statutes…which if a man do, he shall live by them.”  The 
rabbis add “That he shall live by them, and not that he shall die by 
them.” (Talmud Bavli Yoma 85b)  This is where it is derived that when 
a life is involved, all the Sabbath laws may be suspended to safeguard 
the health of the individual.  This is the principle of being pikuach 
nefesh (נפש  doche Shabbat (rescuing a life in danger takes (פיקוח 
precedence over the Sabbath).  Whenever two mitzvot come into con-
flict with each other, one is given precedence over the other.  For ex-
ample, this is understood in the case of brit milah on Shabbat, or any 
תעשה לא  דוחה   positive commandment that “pushes away” a) עשה 
negative one).  In the Talmud when there is a discussion over two op-
posing commands, they usually discuss whether it is “הותרא/hutrah”
or “דחויה/dichuya,” whether the mitzvah that gave way effectively 
ceases to exist (הותרא), or if it’s still there, but we are allowed to over-
ride it anyway (דחויא).  This is the context of the Talmud Bavli Yoma 
85a-b, and other sources, discuss when someone’s life is in danger 
on the Shabbat, and the Shabbat laws have to be violated in order to 
save his life.  The idea is we not only may but must violate Shabbat 
in order to save a life. The Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 328:2 states 
“It is a religious precept to desecrate the Sabbath for any person af-
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flicted with an illness that may prove dangerous; he who is zealous is 
praiseworthy while he who asks questions sheds blood.”  Note also 
how this safeguarding the health of a person is emphasized in the fast 
on Yom Kippur “A sick person is obliged to break the fast. Neither 
the patient nor those attending him need atone when performing such 
acts that are forbidden under normal circumstances.”  This mitzvah 
of pikuach nefesh (פיקוח נפש) is what Yeshua did on our behalf.  He 
gave his life for our behalf.  This principle of saving a life is as one 
who serves, who gives his life on behalf of another.  This overrides 
the negative command.  I have heard some argue that Yeshua did not 
function as per the Torah requirement to make atonement and so his 
sacrifice upon the cross was not sufficient.  This principle of servant 
hood, and giving one’s life for another is founded upon the mitzvah 
of saving a life.  Yeshua obeyed a primary commandment from the 
Torah, a positive command of saving a life for each and every one of 
us.  Within this context, it is acceptable to say that this overrides the 
negative command, and hanging there upon the cross, he bore our sins 
just as the Scriptures say.  The Lord God of Israel our Father in heaven 
accepted this atoning sacrifice and validated it by raising Yeshua from 
the grave three days later.  Yeshua presented to us true servant hood 
giving his life for those he loves.  We are to do likewise.  First and 
foremost, giving our lives to the Lord by accepting what Yeshua has 
done and then obeying God’s Word.  These things describe how the 
Torah and the Gospel Message go hand in hand.


