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פרשת
תרומה

Parashat Terumah

Shemot / Exodus 25:1-27:19, Isaiah 66:1-24
Matthew 13:1-53

The Brazen Altar and Yeshua

 This week’s Torah Portion speaks about the Terumah, the free will 
contribution the people are giving to the Lord, the materials being 
used to construct the Tabernacle.  We also read about the dimensions 
of the various parts of the Tabernacle according to the pattern that 
Moshe saw upon the mountain of Sinai.  Included in the list of items 
to be built was the Altar of God.  In Bereshit / Genesis altars are often 
send to have been built (ַוּיִֶבן).

Bereshit / Genesis 8:20
8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of 
every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered 
burnt offerings on the altar. (NASB,  ִַמזְֵּבח נַֹח  ַוּיִֶבן  כ   
ַליהָֹוה ַוּיִַּקח ִמּכֹל | ַהְּבֵהָמה ַהְּטהָֹרה ּוִמּכֹל ָהעֹוף ַהָּטהֹור ַוּיַַעל
(עֹֹלת ַּבִּמזְֵּבַח:

Bereshit / Genesis 12:7
12:7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your 
descendants I will give this land.’ So he built an altar 
there to the Lord who had appeared to him. (NASB, ז 
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ַוּיֵָרא יְהָֹוה ֶאל-ַאְבָרם ַוּיֹאֶמר ְלזְַרֲעָך ֶאֵּתן ֶאת-ָהָאֶרץ ַהּזֹאת
(ַוּיִֶבן ָׁשם ִמזְֵּבַח ַליהָֹוה ַהּנְִרֶאה ֵאָליו:

Bereshit / Genesis 26:25
26:25 So he built an altar there and called upon the 
name of the Lord, and pitched his tent there; and there 
Isaac’s servants dug a well. (NASB,  ַכה   ַוּיִֶבן ָׁשם ִמזְֵּבח
ַעְבֵדי-יְִצָחק ַוּיְִכרּו-ָׁשם  ָאֳהלֹו  ַוּיֶט-ָׁשם  יְהָֹוה  ְּבֵׁשם  ַוּיְִקָרא 
(ְּבֵאר:

These Altars were usually heaps of uncut stones, similar to what we 
read Jacob and Laban having built (ַוּיִֶבן) as a witness between them 
in Bereshit / Genesis 31:52 ‘This heap is a witness, and the pillar is 
a witness, that I will not pass by this heap to you for harm, and you 
will not pass by this heap and this pillar to me, for harm. (NASB)  In 
Parashat Yitro, the stone altars were to be built with unhewn stone 
and prohibits that a tool be used upon the stone and prohibits one 
from ascending steps to the Altar.  According to Bereshit / Genesis, 
an altar was made wherever there was a theophany (a visible mani-
festation of God).  Take for example, Jacob erected a stone pillar at 
Bethel (Bereshit / Genesis 28:18-22) because he dreamed of God say-
ing “this is the house of God.”  
 According to Parashat Terumah, we read the following, Shemot / 
Exodus 27:1 ‘And you shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits 
long and five cubits wide; the altar shall be square, and its height 
shall be three cubits. 27:2 ‘You shall make its horns on its four cor-
ners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and you shall overlay it 
with bronze. (NASB, א   ְוָעִשֹיָת ֶאת-ַהִּמזְֵּבַח ֲעֵצי ִׁשִּטים ָחֵמׁש ַאּמֹות אֶֹרְך
ְוָחֵמׁש ַאּמֹות רַֹחב ָרבּוַע יְִהיֶה ַהִּמזְֵּבַח ְוָׁשֹלׁש ַאּמֹות קָֹמתֹו: ב   ְוָעִשֹיָת ַקְרנָֹתיו
 Here Moshe is  (ַעל ַאְרַּבע ִּפּנָֹתיו ִמֶּמּנּו ִּתְהיֶין ָ ַקְרנָֹתיו ְוִצִּפיָת אֹתֹו נְחֶֹׁשת:
instructing to build the altar, its materials (shittim wood), its dimen-
sions, and it is to be overlaid with bronze.  Daat Zkenim on Shemot 
/ Exodus 27:1 Part 1 states saying, ‘וגו ֶאת-ַהִּמזְֵּבַח   you are“ ,ְוָעִשֹיָת 
to construct the altar, etc.;” the word מזבח here may be understood 
as an acrostic of the words: מחילה, זכות, ברכה, חיים, “forgiveness, 
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merit, blessing, life.”  Daat Zechenim says the Hebrew word for Altar 
 ,is an acronym for four Hebrew words referring to forgiveness (מזבח)
merit, blessing, and life.  The Altar of God symbolizes these things, 
a place of forgiveness where we confess our sins, of merit where an 
innocent life stands in place of the guilty, of blessing where the Lord 
hears and sends his mercy, and of life the Lord gives life through His 
great mercy due to the blood of the sacrifice.  

Rabbeinu Bahya, on Shemot / Exodus 27:1 Part 3
A Midrashic approach (based on Tanchuma Terumah 
11): when the Torah wrote: “you shall make an altar 
of shittim wood and overlay it with copper,” what was 
this altar to atone for? For the effrontery character-
ized by a “copper-hard forehead.” We have a verse in 
Isaiah 48,4 where this simile is used for stiff-necked 
behavior. The prophet writes: ”because I know how 
stubborn you are; your neck is like an iron sinew, and 
your forehead bronze.” It is also worth noting that the 
letters in the word מזבח, “altar,” may be understood 
as an acrostic of the first letters in the words,מחילה  
חיים ברכה,   may שטים respectively. The word זכות, 
also be understood as an acrostic of the first letters of 
the words שלום, טובה, ישועה, מחילה respectively. The 
measurements of five by five cubits for the length and 
width of the altar corresponded to the two Tablets of 
the covenant on each of which five of G’d’s directives 
had been engraved. The height described by the Torah, 
i.e. three cubits, is an allusion to the three redeemers 
of the Jewish people, Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. Thus 
far the Midrash.

The question is asked, “what was the altar to atone for?” and an-
swered saying “For the effrontery characterized by a ‘copper-hard 
forehead.’”  This tends to lead us to think of the bronze age, and the 
use of copper + tin to make bronze, a metal that was very hard that 
one fashioned weapons from.  This may suggest something that is 
built standing against God (sin, rebellion) and the rabbis parallel this 
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to the people who were stubborn and stiff necked.  They say their stiff 
necks were like an iron sinew and a forehead of bronze meaning that 
they were unwilling to listen or move according to God’s word.  The 
commentary also states the Hebrew word for Altar (מזבח) is an acro-
nym for four Hebrew words referring to forgiveness, merit, blessing, 
and life, and then concludes saying the dimensions of the altar are an 
allusion to the three redeemers, Moshe, Aaron, and Miriam.  The rab-
bis connect the altar to the mercy of God (forgiveness, merit, blessing, 
and life) and to the Lord sending redemption through a redeemer.

Shemot / Exodus 27:1-21
27:1 ‘And you shall make the altar of acacia wood, 
five cubits long and five cubits wide; the altar shall be 
square, and its height shall be three cubits. 27:2 ‘You 
shall make its horns on its four corners; its horns shall 
be of one piece with it, and you shall overlay it with 
bronze. 27:3 ‘You shall make its pails for removing its 
ashes, and its shovels and its basins and its forks and its 
firepans; you shall make all its utensils of bronze. 27:4 
‘You shall make for it a grating of network of bronze, 
and on the net you shall make four bronze rings at its 
four corners. 27:5 ‘you shall put it beneath, under the 
ledge of the altar, so that the net will reach halfway up 
the altar. 27:6 ‘You shall make poles for the altar, poles 
of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze. 27:7 
‘Its poles shall be inserted into the rings, so that the 
poles shall be on the two sides of the altar when it is 
carried. 27:8 ‘You shall make it hollow with planks; as 
it was shown to you in the mountain, so they shall make 
it. 27:9 ‘You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On 
the south side there shall be hangings for the court of 
fine twisted linen one hundred cubits long for one side; 
27:10 and its pillars shall be twenty, with their twenty 
sockets of bronze; the hooks of the pillars and their 
bands shall be of silver. 27:11 ‘Likewise for the north 
side in length there shall be hangings one hundred cu-
bits long, and its twenty pillars with their twenty sock-
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ets of bronze; the hooks of the pillars and their bands 
shall be of silver. 27:12 ‘For the width of the court on 
the west side shall be hangings of fifty cubits with their 
ten pillars and their ten sockets. 27:13 ‘The width of 
the court on the east side shall be fifty cubits. 27:14 
‘The hangings for the one side of the gate shall be fif-
teen cubits with their three pillars and their three sock-
ets. 27:15 ‘And for the other side shall be hangings 
of fifteen cubits with their three pillars and their three 
sockets. 27:16 ‘For the gate of the court there shall be 
a screen of twenty cubits, of blue and purple and scar-
let material and fine twisted linen, the work of a weav-
er, with their four pillars and their four sockets. 27:17 
‘All the pillars around the court shall be furnished with 
silver bands with their hooks of silver and their sockets 
of bronze. 27:18 ‘The length of the court shall be one 
hundred cubits, and the width fifty throughout, and the 
height five cubits of fine twisted linen, and their sockets 
of bronze. 27:19 ‘All the utensils of the tabernacle used 
in all its service, and all its pegs, and all the pegs of the 
court, shall be of bronze. 27:20 ‘You shall charge the 
sons of Israel, that they bring you clear oil of beaten 
olives for the light, to make a lamp burn continually. 
27:21 ‘In the tent of meeting, outside the veil which is 
before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall keep it 
in order from evening to morning before the Lord; it 
shall be a perpetual statute throughout their genera-
tions for the sons of Israel. (NASB)

 א   ְוָעִשֹיָת ֶאת-ַהִּמזְֵּבַח ֲעֵצי ִׁשִּטים ָחֵמׁש ַאּמֹות אֶֹרְך ְוָחֵמׁש
ַאּמֹות רַֹחב ָרבּוַע יְִהיֶה ַהִּמזְֵּבַח ְוָׁשֹלׁש ַאּמֹות קָֹמתֹו: ב   ְוָע־
ִשֹיָת ַקְרנָֹתיו ַעל ַאְרַּבע ִּפּנָֹתיו ִמֶּמּנּו ִּתְהיֶין ָ ַקְרנָֹתיו ְוִצִּפיָת
נֹו ְויָָעיו ּוִמזְְרקָֹתיו אֹתֹו נְחֶֹׁשת: ג   ְוָעִשֹיָת ִּסירָֹתיו ְלַדּשְׁ

ּוִמזְְלגָֹתיו ּוַמְחּתָֹתיו ְלָכל-ֵּכָליו ַּתֲעֶשֹה נְחֶֹׁשת: ד   ְוָעִשֹיָת ּלֹו
ִמְכָּבר ַמֲעֵשֹה ֶרֶׁשת נְחֶֹׁשת ְוָעִשֹיָת ַעל-ָהֶרֶׁשת ַאְרַּבע ַטְּבעֹת

נְחֶֹׁשת ַעל ַאְרַּבע ְקצֹוָתיו: ה   ְונַָתָּתה אָֹתּה ַּתַחת ַּכְרּכֹב
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ַהִּמזְֵּבַח ִמְּלָמָּטה ְוָהיְָתה ָהֶרֶׁשת ַעד ֲחִצי ַהִּמזְֵּבַח: ו   ְוָעִשֹיָת
ַבִּדים ַלִּמזְֵּבַח ַּבֵּדי ֲעֵצי ִׁשִּטים ְוִצִּפיָת אָֹתם נְחֶֹׁשת: ז   ְוהּוָבא

ֶאת-ַּבָּדיו ַּבַּטָּבעֹת ְוָהיּו ַהַּבִּדים ַעל-ְׁשֵּתי ַצְלעֹת ַהִּמזְֵּבַח
ִּבְשֵֹאת אֹתֹו: ח   נְבּוב ֻלחֹת ַּתֲעֶשֹה אֹתֹו ַּכֲאֶׁשר ֶהְרָאה

אְֹתָך ָּבָהר ֵּכן יֲַעשֹּו:   ס   [שביעי] ט   ְוָעִשֹיָת ֵאת ֲחַצר
ַהִּמְׁשָּכן ִלְפַאת נֶגֶב-ֵּתיָמנָה ְקָלִעים ֶלָחֵצר ֵׁשׁש ָמְׁשזָר ֵמָאה
ָבַאָּמה אֶֹרְך ַלֵּפָאה ָהֶאָחת: י   ְוַעֻּמָדיו ֶעְשִֹרים ְוַאְדנֵיֶהם

ֶעְשִֹרים נְחֶֹׁשת ָוֵוי ָהַעֻּמִדים ַוֲחֻׁשֵקיֶהם ָּכֶסף: יא   ְוֵכן ִלְפַאת
ָצפֹון ָּבאֶֹרְך ְקָלִעים ֵמָאה אֶֹרְך ְוַעֻּמָדו [ְוַעּמּוָדיו] ֶעְשִֹרים

ְוַאְדנֵיֶהם ֶעְשִֹרים נְחֶֹׁשת ָוֵוי ָהַעֻּמִדים ַוֲחֻׁשֵקיֶהם ָּכֶסף:
ים ַאָּמה ַעֻּמֵדיֶהם יב   ְורַֹחב ֶהָחֵצר ִלְפַאת-יָם ְקָלִעים ֲחִמּשִׁ
ֲעָשָֹרה ְוַאְדנֵיֶהם ֲעָשָֹרה: יג   ְורַֹחב ֶהָחֵצר ִלְפַאת ֵקְדָמה ִמזְ־
ים ַאָּמה: יד   ַוֲחֵמׁש ֶעְשֵֹרה ַאָּמה ְקָלִעים ַלָּכֵתף ָרָחה ֲחִמּשִׁ
נִית ַעֻּמֵדיֶהם ְׁשֹלָׁשה ְוַאְדנֵיֶהם ְׁשֹלָׁשה: טו   ְוַלָּכֵתף ַהּשֵׁ

ֲחֵמׁש ֶעְשֵֹרה ְקָלִעים ַעֻּמֵדיֶהם ְׁשֹלָׁשה ְוַאְדנֵיֶהם ְׁשֹלָׁשה: טז
ּוְלַׁשַער ֶהָחֵצר ָמָסְך | ֶעְשִֹרים ַאָּמה ְּתֵכֶלת ְוַאְרָּגָמן ְותֹוַלַעת
ָׁשנִי ְוֵׁשׁש ָמְׁשזָר ַמֲעֵשֹה רֵֹקם ַעֻּמֵדיֶהם ַאְרָּבָעה ְוַאְדנֵיֶהם
ִקים ַאְרָּבָעה: [מפטיר] יז   ָּכל-ַעּמּוֵדי ֶהָחֵצר ָסִביב ְמֻחּשָׁ
ֶּכֶסף ָוֵויֶהם ָּכֶסף ְוַאְדנֵיֶהם נְחֶֹׁשת: יח   אֶֹרְך ֶהָחֵצר ֵמָאה
ים ְוקָֹמה ָחֵמׁש ַאּמֹות ֵׁשׁש ים ַּבֲחִמּשִׁ ָבַאָּמה ְורַֹחב | ֲחִמּשִׁ
ָמְׁשזָר ְוַאְדנֵיֶהם נְחֶֹׁשת: יט   ְלכֹל ְּכֵלי ַהִּמְׁשָּכן ְּבכֹל ֲעבָֹד־
תֹו ְוָכל-יְֵתדָֹתיו ְוָכל-יְִתדֹת ֶהָחֵצר נְחֶֹׁשת:  [פרשת תצוה]
כ   ְוַאָּתה ְּתַצֶּוה | ֶאת-ְּבנֵי יְִשָֹרֵאל ְויְִקחּו ֵאֶליָך ֶׁשֶמן זַיִת זְָך
ָּכִתית ַלָּמאֹור ְלַהֲעֹלת נֵר ָּתִמיד: כא   ְּבאֶֹהל מֹוֵעד ִמחּוץ

ַלָּפרֶֹכת ֲאֶׁשר ַעל-ָהֵעֻדת יֲַערְֹך אֹתֹו ַאֲהרֹן ּוָבנָיו ֵמֶעֶרב ַעד-
ּבֶֹקר ִלְפנֵי יְהָֹוה ֻחַּקת עֹוָלם ְלדֹרָֹתם ֵמֵאת ְּבנֵי יְִשָֹרֵאל:   ס

 The altar is known as a place of establishing peace between the 
people of Israel and their Father in heaven.  Of the two Altars in the 
Temple, the golden one for the incense (inside the Mishkhan) is said 
to symbolize the devotion of the soul; the bronze Altar for animal sac-
rifices is for the sanctification of the body (Midrash Tadsheh 11).  It 
is also said about the Altar, “It wipes away sin; it nourishes the high-
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er man; it fosters love for God; and it atones for all guilt” (Talmud 
Bavli Ketuvot 10b)  After entering through the only door in the Taber-
nacle, the first piece of furniture that was encountered was the Brazen 
(Bronze) Altar.  This where the unblemished animal was brought for 
a sacrifice.  The worshiper would lay his hand upon the head of the 
animal to signify the transferring of sin onto the animal.  The animal 
was slaughtered, the blood was caught in a bowl and the priest would 
divide up the animal placing the blood and the required parts from the 
animal upon the altar.  The blood of the innocent atoned for the guilty.  
 The following references from the Apostolic Writings are interest-
ing to look at in relation to the Altar:

2 Corinthians 5:17-21
5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture; the old things passed away; behold, new things 
have come. 5:18 Now all these things are from God, 
who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation, 5:19 namely, that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and He 
has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 5:20 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 5:21 He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
(NASB)

Here Paul wrote that Yeshua the Messiah functioned as an intermedi-
ary reconciling us to our Father God in heaven.  He is begging the 
readers to be reconciled to God on behalf of the Messiah.

1 Peter 2:21-24
2:21 For you have been called for this purpose, since 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example 
for you to follow in His steps, 2:22 who committed no 
sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 2:23 and 
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while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while 
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 
Himself to Him who judges righteously; 2:24 and He 
Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by 
His wounds you were healed. (NASB)

The idea here being laid out in the Apostolic Writings is Yeshua the 
Messiah functioning as the substitutionary atonement taking our sins 
upon himself, the innocent dying for the guilty.  The curses of break-
ing the Torah (Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:11-26) were placed upon 
him when they should be upon us for violating the command.  What 
Yeshua did taking these things upon himself were for us for the for-
giveness of sins.  These things did not do away with the obligation to 
walk in God’s ways according to the Torah.  This is what Paul wrote 
to the Colossians in Colossians 2:14-15.

Colossians 2:14 
2:14 God wiped out the charges that were against us 
for disobeying the Law of Moses. He took them away 
and nailed them to the cross. 2:15 There Christ defeat-
ed all powers and forces. He let the whole world see 
them being led away as prisoners when he celebrated 
his victory. (CEV)

Yeshua took upon himself our indebtedness.  The charges leveled 
against us because of our sins were nailed to the cross.  The Torah 
was not nailed to the cross, this is evident based upon Paul’s words, 
“the charges that were against us for disobeying the Law of Moshe.”
The scripture, contrary to what some teach, is not saying that the To-
rah was nailed to the cross, but it was the “curses” of our guilt and 
shame, from breaking Torah, that was nailed to the tree.  The Torah’s 
description of the Tabernacle lays out the procedure for approaching 
our Father in heaven.  At the entrance of the Tabernacle, we confess 
our sins, and make atonement upon the altar.  This is first and foremost 
in our Torah centered approach to God.  The Apostolic Writings is 
calling upon these things laying out the procedure that we come hum-
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bly confessing our sins in repentance in Yeshua the Messiah first and 
foremost.  Sin is our first problem just as the Scriptures say, “The soul 
that sins shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:20). 
 Throughout the Scriptures, we read blood makes atonement, and 
this is the reason why it was forbidden to eat the blood because it was 
given to make atonement upon the Altar, as we read according to Va-
yikra / Leviticus 17:10-13.  

Vayikra / Leviticus 17:10-14
17:10 ‘And any man from the house of Israel, or from 
the aliens who sojourn among them, who eats any 
blood, I will set My face against that person who eats 
blood and will cut him off from among his people. 
17:11 ‘For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I 
have given it to you on the altar to make atonement 
for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life 
that makes atonement.’ 17:12 ‘Therefore I said to the 
sons of Israel, ‘No person among you may eat blood, 
nor may any alien who sojourns among you eat blood.’ 
17:13 ‘So when any man from the sons of Israel, or 
from the aliens who sojourn among them, in hunting 
catches a beast or a bird which may be eaten, he shall 
pour out its blood and cover it with earth. 17:14 ‘For 
as for the life of all flesh, its blood is identified with its 
life. Therefore I said to the sons of Israel, ‘You are not 
to eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its 
blood; whoever eats it shall be cut off.’ (NASB)

We are told here how the life of the flesh is in the blood, and it has 
been given upon the altar to make atonement for our souls.  The blood 
of an animal must be poured out upon the ground (the beast or bird 
that may be eaten).  The Jewish commentary Daat Zkenim continues 
saying the following:

Daat Zkenim on Shemot / Exodus 27:1 Part 2
אמות  five cubits (long).” This alluded to the“ ,חמש 
Tablets, five of which commandments were engraved 
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on one Tablet. The width of the altar, also five cubits, 
was to allude to the second of the Tablets; its height 
of three cubits was to allude to the three redeemers, 
i.e. Moses, Aaron and Miriam. Some commentators 
see in the measurement of three cubits for its height 
a reference to how much it rose above what has been 
described as רשת, a brass network, which was part of 
the altar’s walls. (Talmud, tractate Z‘vachim, folio 60).
This “network” of copper, halfway up the sides of the 
copper altar may be viewed as if it were some kind of 
garment, something decorative. Its upper edge was five 
cubits from the ground. The section known as karkov, 
ledge extended from the upper end of the network to 
the surface of the altar which had four cube shaped 
corner posts each one cubit high and wide. The “roof” 
of this altar was five cubits square (external measure-
ments, i.e. approximately three meters) The usable 
surface therefore was diminished by 60 centimeters at 
each corner where the corner posts, known as “horns” 
were positioned. The area comprising one cube square 
in the center of the roof of this altar was where the 
maaracha, the firewood for burning the sacrificial an-
imals was kept. Even though the Torah does not spell 
out the details of the ramp leading to the top of the 
altar, it is understood that there was such a ramp, as 
it was forbidden to ascend the altar by means of steps. 
(Exodus 20,23) This ramp was at the south side of the 
altar rising northward. The Talmud in tractate Z’va-
chim, folio 62 explains why it was impossible for that 
ramp to have been positioned elsewhere.

Daat Zkenim makes the connection between the Ten Commandments, 
which had five words on each tablet, considers this to parallel the five 
cubits width and length of the Altar.  He concludes with the shame of 
going up unto the Altar by steps as opposed to a ramp providing us 
with the description of a gradual ascent to the Altar.  This connects 
sin and shame to the Altar and of our personal responsibility for our 
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sins.  During the Pesach, the blood was given upon the Mezuzot (door 
posts) to atone for the first born.  Here the blood is given as a means 
for the admission of our guilt before God, bringing a sacrifice, and re-
ceiving the forgiveness offered to us through the blood of the accept-
able sacrifice.  The Scriptures tell us the blood was applied to the four 
horns of the altar, as well as sprinkled all around on the altar and the 
ground; by the priests. (Vayikra / Leviticus 1:1-17, 4:7, 4:25, 30, 34)  
What we are learning about the Altar (מזבח, an acronym for forgive-
ness, merit, blessing, and life) is through the substitutionary sacrifice 
of the righteous we are forgiven of our sins.  When Yeshua the Mes-
siah came He taught this principle and said he was the promised seed 
of Abraham who saves the world from the kelalah (curse) caused by 
Adam’s transgression (Bereshit / Genesis 3:15).  The disciples gave 
witness of his life and attached the prophetic words of Isaiah to the 
Lord saying “attached in him (ִהְפִּגיַע ּבֹו) the iniquity of us all...”  

Isaiah 53:3-6
53:3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from 
whom men hide their face He was despised, and we 
did not esteem Him. 53:4 Surely our griefs He Himself 
bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves 
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 
53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgres-
sions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chas-
tening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 
scourging we are healed. 53:6 All of us like sheep have 
gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; 
But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on 
Him. (NASB, ג   נְִבזֶה ַוֲחַדל ִאיִׁשים ִאיׁש ַמְכאֹבֹות ִוידּוַע 
חִֹלי ּוְכַמְסֵּתר ָּפנִים ִמֶּמּנּו נְִבזֶה ְוֹלא ֲחַׁשְבנֻהּו: ד   ָאֵכן ֳחָליֵ־
ֻמֵּכה נָגּוַע  ֲחַׁשְבנֻהּו  ַוֲאנְַחנּו  ְסָבָלם  ּוַמְכאֵֹבינּו  נָָשֹא  הּוא  נּו 
ֵמֲעֹונֵֹתינּו ְמֻדָּכא  ִמְּפָׁשֵענּו  ְמחָֹלל  ְוהּוא  ה    ּוְמֻעּנֶה:  ֱאֹלִהים 
ַּכּצֹאן ֻּכָּלנּו  ו    נְִרָּפא-ָלנּו:  ּוַבֲחֻבָרתֹו  ָעָליו  ְׁשלֹוֵמנּו  מּוַסר 
(ָּתִעינּו ִאיׁש ְלַדְרּכֹו ָּפנִינּו ַויהָֹוה ִהְפִּגיַע ּבֹו ֵאת ֲעֹון ֻּכָּלנּו:
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It is in error to claim that the Torah categorically forbade this type of 
sacrifice.  The importance of the blood atonement was proclaimed to 
Adam and Eve, prefigured in the Akedah, and spoken directly by the 
prophets as we see written here in the book of Isaiah.

Isaiah 53:11
53:11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will 
see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous 
One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear 
their iniquities. (NASB, יְִשָֹּבע יְִרֶאה  נְַפׁשֹו  ֵמֲעַמל   יא   
(ְּבַדְעּתֹו יְַצִּדיק ַצִּדיק ַעְבִּדי ָלַרִּבים ַוֲעֹונָֹתם הּוא יְִסּבֹל:

All of these things are very important in relation to the One whom 
God had sent to save us from our sins, the sacrifices, blood atonement, 
etc.  Something to note however in regards to these things.  We read 
Paul saying in 1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is fool-
ishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. (NIV)  The proclamation of the cross that Yeshua 
hung upon as the means for atonement seems to run as an offense to 
the idea of “merits” taught in traditional Judaism.  Remember how it 
is taught in the Talmud Bavli Berakhot 17a “among the disciples en-
gaged in the study of Your Torah, ... my fat and blood that diminished 
be considered as if I offered a sacrifice before You on the altar...”  The 
idea here is to the significance of the Temple sacrifices and atonement 
by blood, and Torah study.  The idea of Faith in Yeshua and what he 
did on our behalf, his merit, are antithetical ideas that underlie the is-
sue with the question of how a person obtains atonement in Judaism. 
This is the very reason many reject Yeshua as their Savior.  According 
to the Tanach and the Apostolic Writings (NT) there is a righteousness 
before God, and a righteousness by the way that we live our lives for 
God.  One is related to the atonement upon the Altar.  The other is re-
lated to the Spirit of God living in our hearts empowering us to walk 
in His ways.  The question is whether it is faith in God’s Messiah, or 
is it through performing enough mitzvot that we receive these things 
(forgiveness, merit, blessing, and life)? The symbol of faith for the 
followers of Yeshua is in the Altar of God, confessing our sins, repen-
tance, and trusting in God’s forgiveness and salvation that is given 
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in the Messiah.  Similar to what the Rabbis say in the Talmud Bavli 
Berakhot 17a we visualize going before the Lord, confessing our sins 
before God, and believing Yeshua bore in himself our iniquities.  Here 
the blood is given as a means for the admission of our guilt before 
God, bringing a sacrifice, and receiving the forgiveness offered to us 
through the blood of the acceptable sacrifice.  Studying the Scriptures, 
what we are taught in the Apostolic Writings is consistent with what 
we read in the Tanach, the Torah, and the Rabbinic literature.  


