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Parashat Noach

Bereshit / Genesis b:9-11-22, Iaiah bLb:1-24
Luke 1:5-50

The Torah has a Transcendency that goes
Beyond Systematic Theology or Rigid Dogma

Paul teaches us that the Torah has a transcendency that goes be-
yond systematic theology or rigid dogma. Paul’s view of Torah is not
unlike other Jewish thinkers in the first century. His way of thinking
is very contrary to Marcion, who as we know became the leader of
an influential movement that viewed Torah as the dark teachings of
the “Old Testament.” Marcion maintained that the legalism of the
Hebrew Bible had been fulfilled and a new dispensation of grace had
been inaugurated. (Doesn t this sound a lot like Dispensationalism?)
In ancient Jewish thought, (i.e. Mishnah Pirkei Avot) the Torah was
compared to light. Paul taught us that the Torah contains a mysterious
transcendence that reaches beyond finite human comprehension that
goes to the very essence of the divine nature of God and His will for
mankind. Both Paul and Yeshua held the same view of the Torah as
Jewish rabbis. It is through the lenses of Christian history that cause
us to see the Torah in a negative light and draws questions, doubt, and
prejudices towards the Torah. The questions we ask ourselves, “was
Yeshua (Jesus) faithful to Judaism in his interpretation of the Torah?”
and “Did Paul change the meaning of the Torah in a new dispensa-

tion?” The answers we give to these questions reveal a lot about our
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understanding and interpretation of the Scriptures and the influences
of the presuppositions we have been taught. The answers to these
questions may speak volumes about our understanding of Judaism and
about faith. Though Marcion was condemned as a heretic in 144 AD,
his approach to Paul, the Torah, and the Jewish people has enticed
many Christian thinkers who feel uncomfortable with the Jewish roots
of Yeshua’s early followers. I have mentioned in the past the impor-
tance of looking at the Jewishness of the Scriptures, and the knee jerk
response is generally that “we don t become Jews” as if that was the
meaning of “the Jewishness of the Scriptures?” This mind-set goes
so far to say that if one chooses to following the Torah and obey God’s
Moedim, or even to say that one is interested in learning about the
“Jewishness of the Gospels,” for the one who is non-Jewish, he is
either trying to be Jewish or believing that we become Jews through
the obedience of God’s Word. The modern Christian view is Paul
removed the Yoke of the Torah by preaching against the Law. Over
and over again Paul’s Words are quoted and miss-quoted through the
Marcion-like distortions of the apostles message. In these cases, it is
important to remember that the Lord God says “follow My commands
and My statutes” (Vayikra / Leviticus 26:3) these are His commands
that are given to His people. We are His people both Jew and Gentile.
Obeying Torah in an of itself does not make a person Jewish, it reveals
that a person is a child of God!

In the teachings of Yeshua, the good works of his followers were
compared to light “let your light shine before men, that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:16) Yeshua never taught that grace had replaced the need
for maasim tovim (good works as Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:10). He
compared the disciple who put his teaching into practice to the source
of light, and for Yeshua, light was the Torah put into action. This is
what we read in Parashat Noach, where God describes Noach as a
righteous man in the midst of a generation of wickedness. The open-
ing passages to Parashat Noach say the following:

Bereshit / Genesis 6:9-17
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Noah was a righteous man; he was blameless in his
age; Noah walked with God. D32 TY2¥W 031 771N
NN D~NN QYN 6:10 Noah begot three sons:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. D287 °197 vIRT NOwm
;000 YIIRT K221 6:11 The earth became corrupt be-
fore God; the earth was filled with lawlessness. X7
MY Y3772 NOWITR QW T3 YIRTTIN 208
(0) :7IT™2Y 127 6:12 When God saw how corrupt
the earth was, for all flesh had corrupted its ways on
earth, 7073 197 X3 2773 v 0f7 07N Nt
ST DI 3 D8R 0R0 PN 6113 God
said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all flesh,
for the earth is filled with lawlessness because of them:

I am about to destroy them with the earth. N2R 772 QY
“m) MR AR [99) TRRANY ARYA D3 9Ty
19932 YT 6:14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood;
make it an ark with compartments, and cover it inside
and out with pitch. THR NIRD W ANK 7pyn WK N
ANRie MR DYRUN AT TRR ooWRg 1anT TR
6:15 This is how you shall make it: the length of the
ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits,

and its height thirty cubits. TRR™78) 7207 7yyn | 0%
Doy AR DD A783 N300 DY YA N5an
IWYR DWW 6:16 Make an opening for daylight in
the ark, and terminate it within a cubit of the top. Put
the entrance to the ark in its side; make it with bot-

tom, second, and third decks. ‘71:;1?33'11?;{ XA %JJU ’j{{:]
nop 240 0 127N V3772 NV PIRTTY Bk
YW PIRATWR 0D 20w 6:17 “For My part, I am
about to bring the Flood—waters upon the earth—to

destroy all flesh under the sky in which there is breath
of life; everything on earth shall perish.

The Torah portion opens speaking of the generations (N7?1R) of No-
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ach. Noach walked with God as the text states that He was a righteous
(?°7%) man and upright (2°0) in his generation. The Scriptures state
that Noach found grace in God’s eyes. (:737° Y2 107 KX¥n 031 1)
Reading about the life of Noach, we can conclude that he was per-
sonally righteous, which was how he was found worthy to preserve
mankind, but he did not teach others about God as Abraham did. This
time of wickedness in human history, the Scriptures say that men had
evil on their minds at all times (YIX2 QX7 DY 7222 M XY 7
:09°3-92 ¥1 P2 2% nawnn T¥2-92)) and so they would not listen
even if one were to preach.

The extent of unrighteousness on the earth is described by Rashi
in the following way.

Rashi on Genesis 6:12 Part 1

“W3a 92 NNWa %D FOR ALL FLESH HAD COR-
RUPTED — even cattle, beasts and fowl did not con-
sort with their own species (Genesis Rabbah 28:8).”

Rashi’s interpretation was that all flesh being corrupted (N [J%/77) meant
that it wasn’t just men who gave up their desire for natural relation-
ships, but also the beasts of the field and fowl of the air gave up their
desire for natural relations and looked to creatures from other species
for the sole purpose of gratifying their lusts. This is the description of
the world that Paul gives us in his letter to the Ephesians.

Ephesians 2:1-8

2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2.2
in which you formerly walked according to the course
of this world, according to the prince of the power of
the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons
of disobedience. 2:3 Among them we too all formerly
lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children
of wrath, even as the rest. 2:4 But God, being rich in
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved
us, 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions,
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made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated
us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 2:7
so that in the ages to come He might show the surpass-
ing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
(NASB)

Paul describes one being dead in sin as walking in the course of this
world, and according to the prince of the power of the air (Satan)
which is the spirit that is working in the sons of disobedience. The
world lives in the lust of the flesh indulging in the desires of the flesh
and of the mind. These things cause one to be a child of wrath being
ripe for judgment. However, the Lord God Almighty is merciful, He
sent his Son Yeshua the Messiah to raise us up in Him and empower-
ing us to overcome this world and its ways. Because this was on the
thoughts of men all day long, and all their days, the Lord said that He
will put an end to all flesh.

The rabbis continue to say according to the commentary Or Ha-
Chamin the following:

Or HaChaim on Genesis 6:13 Part 1

W2 90 PP DOPIPR RN, Gd said: “The end of all
flesh, etc.” If we accept the sages’ interpretation that
the “violence” mentioned here comprised such sins
as bloodshed, incest, and idolatry, we can understand
the harshness of the retribution. If however, the word

0NN refers to robbery with violence (compare Rashi
based on Sanhedrin 108), why would the victims of the
robbery suffer the same fate as the perpetrators of the
crime?

The Sages say that it wasn’t just the sin of lust and immorality, but
of robbery, violence, murder, bloodshed, idolatry, and revenge that
led to the need to destroy the earth and all life upon the planet. The
illustration that is given is why those who were robbed also suffer the
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same fate as the thief? Why do the innocent suffer with the wicked?
The point was men are not innocent, but that generation had evil upon
their hearts all the days of their lives. There was never a reprieve from
wickedness.

The commentary Chizkuni states the following concerning No-
ach.

Chizkuni, Genesis 6:9 Part 1

M1 MT2N 19X, “These are the descendants of No-
ach;” according to B’reshit Rabbah 30,3, whenever

a paragraph commences with the word: 77X, this is
equivalent to dissociating what occurs from then on
with what had been discussed previously; Noach, was
not a continuation of the history of mankind up until
now, but represents a 180 degree turn from that histo-
ry. Whereas the generations prior to him progressed
toward their destruction, he represented a new begin-
ning for mankind. He founded a new type of human
being.

Here the rabbis look at the way in which the Hebrew text is written

saying that the word 717X differentiates between Noach and the gen-
erations of the earth prior to him, that the mention of Noach here and
his generations was to indicate that He was taking a 180 degree turn
from history, he lived his life for the Lord, and he chooses to walk in
God’s ways for the glory of God. This seems to be a description of re-
pentance. This was a turning point in history, mankind previously was
progressing towards destruction, and Noach was found to be righteous
in his ways and was chosen as the person through whom the world
would start over. The rabbis attribute the demise of his ancestors as
basically due to their wickedness, even though a few individuals in
each generation had not been wicked. Daat Zkenim goes on to say
the following:

Daat Zkenim on Genesis 6:9 Part 1

M1 711 DTN 19K, “these are the generations of Noach,
Noach;” why has the name of Noach been repeated
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here twice? He was exemplary vis a vis spiritual be-
ings in the heavenly spheres as well as vis a vis his
contemporaries on earth. (B reshit Rabbah, 30,4) The
meaning is to tell us that whenever we encounter such
a construction of a person’s name appearing twice in a
row, it is to remind us that the person concerned was a
righteous person. An example for this is found in Gen-
esis 2,11, where the name Avraham appears twice in
a row. This interpretation has been challenged in the
Jerusalem Talmud where it is pointed out that we find
the same repetition of a man'’s name applied to Avra-
ham's father Terach, a renowned idolater and seller of
heathen images (Genesis 11,27) The answer provided
by B’reshit Rabbah is that Terach, though an idolater
had become a penitent. It is this very fact that con-
vinced our sages that he had become a penitent before
his death. This also explains why Avraham was told by
G—d in Genesis 15,15, that he would join his fathers in
the hereafter.

Daat Zkenim speaks of Noach being a righteous man in both the spir-
it and the flesh. The interpretation on the repetition of his name in
Bereshit / Genesis 6:9 (PRY72 27 000 P°7% WX 08 01 N2 n9
mI797007 0277877 NY) is an indicator that he was a righteous man.
An example of Abraham who lived by faith is given. In Midrash
Rabbah Vayikra / Leviticus 9:9, we are told that the people of Israel
were with one accord when the Torah (God’s commands) was given to
them at the mountain of Sinai. When the community of faith is with
one accord, it acts like a magnet to attract the divine presence. This
motif seems to be part of the background imagery that is employed in
the book of Acts to describe the giving of the Holy Spirit of God to His
people. (Note also the direct correlation to Chag Shavuot/Pentacost/
Feast of weeks and the giving of Torah at Sinai, and the empowering
of the Spirit of God, the new man, and obeying Gods Word.) A similar
motif seems to be at work here in Parashat Noach, the righteous deeds
of Noach attracted the Lord God Almighty to him and His declaring
that Noach was righteous in his generation. The common theme is
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in the child of God who obeys God’s commands. This is connected
to God’s redemption, of God’s salvation of Israel from bondage and
sin (Egypt), the Lord’s great provision in the wilderness, His promise
of His presence in their midst, and having redeemed them as a holy
and priestly nation, giving them His commands to live by. In the wil-
derness wanderings the people were overwhelmed with God’s glory
when He revealed the Torah to Moshe (Shemot / Exodus 19-20). In the
rabbinic literature (see Talmud Bavli Shabbat 88a) the power of the
Word of God was compared to a hammer that strikes an anvil, when
sparks fly out by the force of the blow, the Word of God goes forth as
fiery sparks in every direction symbolizing that each divine utterance
(command) was heard in every language. The word of God in His To-
rah flowed out giving revelation to His people. God’s will and ways
had been revealed to His people for how to live their lives. This is the
background information to what Yeshua was saying in John 12 when
he states that he knows there is life in the commandments

John 12:43-50

12:43 for they loved the approval of men rather than
the approval of God. 12:44 And Jesus cried out and
said, ‘He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me
but in Him who sent Me. 12:45 ‘He who sees Me sees
the One who sent Me. 12:46 ‘I have come as Light into
the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will
not remain in darkness. 12:47 ‘If anyone hears My
sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him;
for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the
world. 12:48 ‘He who rejects Me and does not receive
My sayings, has one who judges him, the word I spoke
is what will judge him at the last day. 12:49 ‘For I did
not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself
who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what
to say and what to speak. 12:50 ‘1 know that His com-
mandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak,
1 speak just as the Father has told Me.’ (NASB)

12:43 ydmmoay yap v 06&av TdV avOpOTOV LaALOV
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fmep TV 06&av 10D Beod 12:44 Incodg o0& Ekpaev Kai
glmev 6 mMOTEVOV £i¢ £Ue 0V moTeDEL £ic £ug GAAG €ig
OV TEPYavTa pe 12:45 kai 0 Oewpdv gue Bewpel TOV
mEpyavta pe 12:46 &ym eidg gig TOV kOGUOV EAALO
tva g O motevwV gig e v Tf) oxotiq un petvn 12:47
Kol €0V Tig pov dxobon TV PNUATOV Kol [ eLAAEN
gy® oV kpive odTdV 00 Yap NABoV tva kpived TOV KOGUOV
AL’ tva cdom TOV KOopov 12:48 6 dBetdv EUe Kol un
AopPBavov T pRUaTa pov Eyel TOV Kpivovto avtov O
AOY0g OV EAAANCO EKETVOG KPVET AOTOV &V Tf] o)At
nuépa 12:49 611 €yom €€ Euavtod ovk EAGANCO GAL O
TEUYOG PE TOTNP aOTOG Lot EVIOANV 0€0mKeV Tl imw
kol Tl A oMo 12:50 kai 0ida &TL 1) EvToin) avTod {omn
aidV10g &otv & oDV £y AUA® Kadag glpnkév pot 6
TP 0VTOC AUAD

XIP2) 1D°9RT 71207 TN DOWIR T2 127K 0D
M2W32 OK 9 PARA X702 XY 92 PRRAT R
SORIIRT R OIMOW AWK DR ODK AR IR

QWY R 92 PARY WK DD N 22w PR 1KY nN2
W2 IR VOWKR R PIX DAY K21 727 DR YAW
0PI DR YWY OX 0D 27T DR 0OWH SNRA R 0D
IR PTPWR TAR W OWAR IR KDY 0727 WR WK
MR QP2 IR PRI ONT2T WK D277 IR 0D
WK DR O X7 ONKR 7OWT 2R OK 9D °N127 2290 K
2R WR DR VAR 2RI T ININM 0D NPT UK
29277 PIR 19 2K DR AR IWRD 2R WK 92 190

Yeshua was speaking of Knowing God our Father in heaven by know-
ing Him (the Messiah) and walking in His commands. Just as Yeshua
compared the disciples’ Maasim Tovim (Good Works) to the light that
shines forth, the ancient rabbis also spoke about good deeds that led to
helping others. These actions of mercy result from obedience to the
teachings of the Torah. This is also only possible by God dwelling in
our midst as Lord of our lives. This is how Yeshua could make the
statement that he did saying, /2:50 ‘I know that His commandmengt
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is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father
has told Me.’ (NASB) Yeshua taught God’s Torah as a way of life. He
recognized that God’s commandments are life everlasting (°CNV7> °IX)
Q2 1 IMXN 9D, koi oida Gt 1) Eviod) avtod {on aidvidc). The
reason being, one does not have fellowship with the Messiah or with
our Father in heaven if he or she is living in sin (see / John 3). In
addition, the only way one can live an overcoming life is if the Lord
God Almighty is dwelling in our midst meaning that we are already
saved. The commandment is a follow-on, it is something that we do
as a result of what we have become because of our faith in our Father
in heaven and His Son Yeshua the Messiah.

What this week’s Torah portion (Parashat Noach) and all of these
things are revealing to us is the teaching of the Torah must be studied
and interpreted in a way that captures the force of God’s will for our
lives in daily living. This is why the Torah has a transcendency that
goes beyond systematic theology or rigid dogma. The power of God
flows from the Spirit of God which enables a person to live for God
in the same way that Moshe as a prophet experienced the Holy Spirit
in his life empowering him for effective service. Yeshua emphasized
good works in his teaching, and Paul held the Torah (God’s Word) in
high esteem. The piety of Yeshua’s disciples was not done in order to
earn grace. The commandments in the Torah were not a means for one
to earn grace. The Levitical priesthood and the sacrificial system were
also not a means for one to earn the grace (mercy) of God. Salvation
is not by works. Notice how all of these things, the commands, the
priesthood, the sacrificial system were meant for a covenant people.
These things were given to a people who believed by faith in the living
God and wanted a relationship with Him asking Him to dwell in their
midst (asking Him to come into their lives). The Torah command is a
way of life for those who are already God’s people by faith. When the
message of Yeshua is put into action, the works of his disciples goes
forth as a shining light.

How can one have faith in the goodness of God with-
out corresponding actions?

The Torah is light, and all who following Yeshua must not only hear
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the word but also live a life of obedience. These are the wise men
who build upon a firm foundation. Theologies such as Hyper-grace
movement undermine the teachings of Yeshua and the gospel message
of repentance and the life of salvation. Turning towards God’s ways
(i.e. Teshuva / Repentance), this is the life of those who are faithful to
God and His Messiah, and who have God Himself dwelling in their
midst! The followers of Yeshua and Paul place the light upon a lamp
when they put the teachings of the Torah into practice. When hearing
the words of the Torah (the Word of God), they do them!

The question remains for each one of us, “Am I a child of God?” and
“Do I put God's Word into action in my life?” This is a Salvation is-
sue. Do you have the Salvation of God, and is His Salvation manifest
in your life? “Do you have a desire to obey God s Instructions?”
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