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The Lord Calling the Nations to Draw Near

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 145:1-21, the psalm opens saying, Tn2178 7177 7970 X
TR P20 MM 21T 2 T 07T AW A770R) 327038 01222 21T 07T W 10K 7790 iy
W0 PR IN737) 145:1 1 will extol You, my God, O King, And I will bless Your name forever and ever.
145:2 Every day | will bless You, And I will praise Your name forever and ever. 145:3 Great is the Lord, and
highly to be praised, And His greatness is unsearchable. (NASB) The Lord is greatly to be praised! Because
of his wondrous works in our lives, the psalmist states, 145:4 One generation shall praise Your works to
another, And shall declare Your mighty acts. 145:5 On the glorious splendor of Your majesty And on Your
wonderful works, I will meditate. 145:6 Men shall speak of the power of Your awesome acts, And | will tell
of Your greatness. 145:7 They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant goodness And will shout
joyfully of Your righteousness. (NASB) David then declares what it is about the Lord that makes him Great
saying, 145:8 The Lord is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 145:9 The Lord
is good to all, And His mercies are over all His works. 145:10 All Your works shall give thanks to You, O
Lord, And Your godly ones shall bless You. 145:11 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom And talk
of Your power; 145:12 To make known to the sons of men Your mighty acts And the glory of the majesty of
Your kingdom. (NASB) If God’s people would proclaim the glory of God’s kingdom, shouldn’t the nations
have a great desire to join? The Psalmist states, 145:13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Your
dominion endures throughout all generations. 145:14 The Lord sustains all who fall And raises up all who
are bowed down. 145:15 The eyes of all look to You, And You give them their food in due time. 145:16 You
open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing. (NASB) The Psalm concludes saying, 145:17
The Lord is righteous in all His ways And kind in all His deeds. 145:18 The Lord is near to all who call upon
Him, To all who call upon Him in truth. 145:19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also
hear their cry and will save them. 145:20 The Lord keeps all who love Him, But all the wicked He will de-
stroy. 145:21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, And all flesh will bless His holy name forever and
ever. (NASB) The Psalmist states that ““all flesh” will bless His holy name forever. This suggests a future

expectation of the Lord calling the gentile nations to enter into the kingdom of God.
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Tehillim / Psalms 145

145:1 T will extol You, my God,
O King, And I will bless Your
name forever and ever. 145:2
Every day I will bless You, And
I will praise Your name forever
and ever. 145:3 Great is the Lord,
and highly to be praised, And His
greatness is unsearchable. 145:4
One generation shall praise Your
works to another, And shall de-
clare Your mighty acts. 145:5
On the glorious splendor of Your
majesty And on Your wonder-
ful works, I will meditate. 145:6
Men shall speak of the power of
Your awesome acts, And 1 will
tell of Your greatness. 145:7 They
shall eagerly utter the memory of
Your abundant goodness And will
shout joyfully of Your righteous-
ness. 145:8 The Lord is gracious
and merciful; Slow to anger and
great in lovingkindness. 145:9
The Lord is good to all, And His
mercies are over all His works.
145:10 All Your works shall
give thanks to You, O Lord, And
Your godly ones shall bless You.
145:11 They shall speak of the
glory of Your kingdom And talk
of Your power; 145:12 To make
known to the sons of men Your
mighty acts And the glory of the
majesty of Your kingdom. 145:13
Your kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, And Your dominion en-
dures throughout all generations.
(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 145

145:1 A psalm of David. I will exalt
you, O my God the king, and I will
bless your name for ages upon ages.
145:2 Every day I will bless you and
I will praise your name for ages upon
ages. 145:3 Great is the Lord and very
praiseworthy; and there is no end to
his greatness. 145:4 Each generation
will praise your work to the next, and
they will tell of your wonders. 145:5
The splendor of the glory of your
majesty, and the words of your won-
ders, I will speak. 145:6 And they
will utter the strength of your fear,
and they will tell of your greatness.
145:7 They will spread abroad the
memory of your abundant goodness,
and they will praise your generosity.
145:8 Compassionate and merciful
is the Lord, putting away anger and
doing many good things. 145:9 The
Lord is good to all, and his mercies
are over all his works. 145:10 All
your works shall give you thanks, O
Lord, and your pious ones shall bless
you. 145:11 They will utter the glory
of your kingdom, and will speak of
your might. 145:12 To make known
his powerful deeds to the sons of
men, and the glorious splendor of his
kingdom. 145:13 Your kingdom is a
kingdom of all ages, and your domin-
ion is in every generation. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 145

David’s Psalm of praise. 145:1 1
will exalt thee, my God, my king;
and I will bless thy name for ever
and ever. 145:2 Every day will 1
bless thee, and I will praise thy
name for ever and ever. 145:3 The
Lord is great, and greatly to be
praised; and there is no end to his
greatness. 145:4 Generation after
generation shall praise thy works,
and tell of thy power. 145:5 And
they shall speak of the glorious
majesty of thy holiness, and re-
count thy wonders. 145:6 And
they shall speak of the power of
thy terrible acts; and recount thy
greatness. 145:7 They shall utter
the memory of the abundance of
thy goodness, and shall exult in
thy righteousness. 145:8 The Lord
is compassionate, and merciful;
long suffering, and abundant in
mercy. 145:9 The Lord is good
to those that wait on him; and
his compassions are over all his
works. 145:10 Let all thy works,
O Lord, give thanks to thee; and
let thy saints bless thee. 145:11
They shall speak of the glory of
thy kingdom, and talk of thy do-
minion; 145:12 to make known
to the sons of men thy power, and
the glorious majesty of thy king-
dom. 145:13 Thy kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and thy do-
minion endures through all gener-
ations. The Lord is faithful in his
words, and holy in all his works.
(LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 145
145:14 The Lord sustains all
who fall And raises up all who
are bowed down. 145:15 The
eyes of all look to You, And
You give them their food in due
time. 145:16 You open Your
hand And satisfy the desire
of every living thing. 145:17
The Lord is righteous in all
His ways And kind in all His
deeds. 145:18 The Lord is near
to all who call upon Him, To
all who call upon Him in truth.
145:19 He will fulfill the de-
sire of those who fear Him; He
will also hear their cry and will
save them. 145:20 The Lord
keeps all who love Him, But
all the wicked He will destroy.
145:21 My mouth will speak
the praise of the Lord, And all
flesh will bless His holy name
forever and ever. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 145

145:14 The Lord supports all who
have fallen, and lifts up all who are
bowed down. 145:15 The eyes of all
look hopefully to you, and you give
them their food in its season. 145:16
You open your hand, and satisfy the
desire of every living thing. 145:17
The Lord is just in all his ways, and
gracious in all his works. 145:18 The
Lord is near to all who call on him, to
all who call on him in truth. 145:19
He will do the will of those who fear
him, and he will hear their petition
and redeem them. 145:20 The Lord
protects all who love him, but he will
destroy all the wicked. 145:21 My
mouth will speak the praise of the
Lord, and all the sons of flesh will
bless his holy name for ages upon
ages. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 145

145:14 The Lord supports all that
are falling, and sets up all that are
broken down. 145:15 The eyes of
all wait upon thee; and thou givest
them their food in due season.
145:16 Thou openest thine hands,
and fillest every living thing with
pleasure. 145:17 The Lord is righ-
teous in all his ways, and holy in
all his works. 145:18 The Lord
is near to all that call upon him,
to all that call upon him in truth.
145:19 He will perform the desire
of them that fear him: and he will
hear their supplication, and save
them. 145:20 The Lord preserves
all that love him: but all sinners
he will utterly destroy. 145:21
My mouth shall speak the praise
of the Lord: and let all flesh bless
his holy name for ever and ever.
(LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 145:1-21, the psalm opens saying, 7718 T177 7270 X
TNR TR A 91T 3 7Y 09107 FuW 729081 IR 0-202 21Ty 09I TR AR TR vTivy
20 1R 1097371 145:1 1 will extol You, my God, O King, And 1 will bless Your name forever and ever. 145:2
Every day I will bless You, And I will praise Your name forever and ever. 145:3 Great is the Lord, and highly

to be praised, And His greatness is unsearchable. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 172 XN2WIN X
TP 27 2 PRRY ONPYY R 7awRY JI00aR X1 922 2 Pnahy Nty Taw T1aRY XoDn o9R 1m0

;0 197 71PN RIMY mawnl 145:1 A psalm of David. | will exalt you, O my God the king, and 1 will bless
your name for ages upon ages. 145:2 Every day | will bless you and I will praise your name for ages upon
ages. 145:3 Great is the Lord and very praiseworthy; and there is no end to his greatness. (EMC) The Lord
is greatly to be praised! The Aramaic Targum reminds us of what Paul wrote to the Ephesians in Ephesians
2:4-10.

Ephesians 2:4-10

2:4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 2:5 that even though we were dead
because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s
grace that you have been saved!) 2:6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 2:7 So
God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and
kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 2:8
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift
from God. 2:9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can
boast about it. 2:10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,

4 Copyright © 2018 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 145 | nnp 0°%°10 790 —
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. (NLT)

David is speaking of the greatness of God’s love saying he will praise His name forever and ever (271¥7

7¥)). The rabbis translate David to say that he will bless the name for ages and ages to come (7Y "1739).
This reminds us of what Paul wrote speaking of the mercy of God and His love for us. The mercy and love
of God has led to us not paying for the consequences of our sin, but setting us free from sin raising us along
with Yeshua from the dead and seating us with Him in the heavenly realms. This reminds us of what the
Lord God had done for Israel in the Torah, having delivered the people from bondage, sin, which is paral-
leled to Egypt, and raising them up to the lofty plain before Sinai, and to the Promised Land, a place of high
elevation, described as having drawn the people near to God. This idea of seating us in the heavenlies with
the Messiah is a very Torah centric principle. We are brought into a covenant relationship with the Lord.
He sets us up to be united with Him and giving us His Word to live by. Paul wrote, 2:7 So God can point to
us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in
all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. (NLT) Paul writes of God’s incredible mercy that
blesses us in all future ages, the tremendous wealth and kindness of His mercy towards us being united with
Him in His Messiah, His deliverer! The unity that Paul is speaking of is believing in the salvation Yeshua
has provided for us, it is He who has done this on our behalf, and not something that we who are indebted to
God have done for ourselves. This incredible work the Lord is doing in our lives, to write His words upon
our hearts (Jeremiah 31) is something we should each be looking for in our lives, seeking out to see if the
Lord God is working in our lives, his empowering to overcome us sin, and to live in His Word for His Glory
bearing His testimonies. This is how the Psalmist explains things saying, 145:3 Great is the Lord and very
praiseworthy; and there is no end to his greatness. (EMC) This is the manifestation of the riches of God
towards His people to work in their lives for His glory. His special delight is to keep us, to help us to grow,
and to bring glory to His Name; this is His chosen way of manifesting His own self to His creatures.

The psalmist states, W& T0IRD1 °127) 7797 7922 977 7 79 00920 YWY N 277 7T 7
23377 INRTE) WO T2I0-27 7 T I3N90K [ANDITI] 3P2NITI MRS ORI TP Y i 145:4 One
generation shall praise Your works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts. 145:5 On the glorious
splendor of Your majesty And on Your wonderful works, 1 will meditate. 145:6 Men shall speak of the power
of Your awesome acts, And I will tell of Your greatness. 145:7 They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your

abundant goodness And will shout joyfully of Your righteousness. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 7
T12% TNONT RIVIPY T 209K TN V901 1T ROR NOW T NI NN JTW 7AW RITY RIT

N2WS TNPTRY IV 72V SN0 SYOAD 1737 T VNWS N2 145:4 Each generation will praise your
work to the next, and they will tell of your wonders. 145:5 The splendor of the glory of your majesty, and
the words of your wonders, | will speak. 145:6 And they will utter the strength of your fear, and they will
tell of your greatness. 145:7 They will spread abroad the memory of your abundant goodness, and they
will praise your generosity. (EMC) The author of Tehillim / Psalms 145 is speaking of remembering God’s
faithfulness or His abundant goodness and righteousness. Studying the history of Israel, it is easy to see how
quickly man can be forgetful. For example, in Shemot / Exodus 14 and 16 we read within the span of a few
chapters the people who were delivered by a powerful hand from the Egyptians through the Red Sea were
already grumbling about not having food to eat. In the text it is easy to say ““don’t you remember what the
Lord God Almighty just did for you?”” In the story of the Red Sea, the water stood as walls on the left and
the right. This was a powerful miracle and yet they so quickly thought the Lord God is not able to give or
provide food to eat? In the book of Joshua, chapter 3, we read of a similar miracle, the Lord God caused the
Jordan River when it was at flood stage to part so they could cross on dry ground. The Lord then instructed
Moshe to have the people gather twelve stones from the Jordan to set up a memorial to remember what the
Lord has done here. Joshua set them up as a sign, as a remembrance, of what God accomplished for his
people on that day. The Lord is so merciful to us. He knows that we are forgetful. So He provides for us
memorials in His commands which serve as a way to remember. David says this is the glorious splendor of
God’s majesty and his wonderful works. 145:6 Men shall speak of the power of Your awesome acts, And |
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will tell of Your greatness. 145:7 They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant goodness And will
shout joyfully of Your righteousness. (NASB) David says in Tehillim / Psalms 77:12, ““I will ponder all your
work, and meditate on your mighty deeds.” The Lord shows us His power in our lives as He guides us each
day and answers our prayer. For these things, David wrote ““I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole
heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.”” (Tehillim / Psalm 9:1). We read in Joshua 4, we find this
instruction specifically regarding children, “When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do
these stones mean?’ then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.””
(Joshua 4:21-22) Here there is the instruction to spend the time to remember and thank the Lord God for
the great things He has done for us. This brings joy to our memories and to speaking about the glory of God.
During family gatherings, we should tell of the stories of God’s faithfulness to His people. The festivals of
the Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot are ways to remember the glory and the graciousness of God. Note how
in the passover, we take in our hands the bread, the cup, the Charoset, the Maror, etc as a way to connect
our senses of touch, smell, and taste to get involved as we partake of a mean in a covenant relationship with
God and His Messiah Yeshua. We connect with the Lord, with the Messiah, and with the memories of God’s
faithfulness to us in a meal.

David then declares what it is about the Lord that makes him Great saying, 7 717 2170 M0 11
7922 R 1721072 PTOM TWYN-D2 AW PIP 0 W YR-29-5¥ van) 932 Aim-2in v TRn-2733 08K
:in39%7 777 792931 1P0NI23 OTRT 0127 ¥O7INY 20 N27° 907323 1N TM0Yn 145:8 The Lord is gracious
and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 145:9 The Lord is good to all, And His mercies
are over all His works. 145:10 All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, And Your godly ones shall
bless You. 145:11 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom And talk of Your power; 145:12 To make
known to the sons of men Your mighty acts And the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom. (NASB) If God’s
people would proclaim the glory of God’s kingdom, shouldn’t the nations have a great desire to join? In the
prophecy of Zechariah we read the following:

Zechariah 2:1-13

2:1 Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a man with a measuring line
in his hand. 2:2 So | said, ‘Where are you going?’ And he said to me, ‘To measure Jerusalem,
to see how wide it is and how long it is.” 2:3 And behold, the angel who was speaking with
me was going out, and another angel was coming out to meet him, 2:4 and said to him, ‘Run,
speak to that young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls because of the
multitude of men and cattle within it. 2:5 “For 1,” declares the Lord, ‘will be a wall of fire
around her, and I will be the glory in her midst.”* 2:6 “‘Ho there! Flee from the land of the
north,” declares the Lord, “for | have dispersed you as the four winds of the heavens,’ declares
the Lord. 2:7 “Ho, Zion! Escape, you who are living with the daughter of Babylon.” 2:8 For
thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘After glory He has sent me against the nations which plunder
you, for he who touches you, touches the apple of His eye. 2:9 “For behold, I will wave My
hand over them so that they will be plunder for their slaves. Then you will know that the Lord
of hosts has sent Me. 2:10 ‘Sing for joy and be glad, O daughter of Zion; for behold I am
coming and I will dwell in your midst,” declares the Lord. 2:11 “Many nations will join them-
selves to the Lord in that day and will become My people. Then I will dwell in your midst, and
you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. 2:12 “The Lord will possess Judah
as His portion in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem. 2:13 ‘Be silent, all flesh,
before the Lord; for He is aroused from His holy habitation.” (NASB)

Zechariah speaks of the Lord who chooses Jerusalem for His city and of gathering His people to Jerusalem
and declaring there will be no walls for the Lord Himself will be a wall of fire surrounding His people.
There is a parallel here to Israel returning from Babylon as compared to Israel returning from Egypt. The
people will plunder the nation they are coming out of to return home and to bring the wealth of the nations
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into the Promised Land. In the day that Zechariah is speaking of he says that 2:11 “Many nations will join
themselves to the Lord in that day and will become My people. Then I will dwell in your midst, and you will
know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. (NASB) This speaks of a time when the nations, non-Jew-
ish people will desire to join themselves with the God of Israel. What does it mean to join one’s self with
God? Paul wrote, “He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.”” (1 Corinthians 6:17) The Lord God gives
His life giving Spirit when we are united with him by faith in His Messiah Yeshua. This is the ascension
that is illustrated in the Scriptures when we are told the Lord brought Israel up from Egypt to the mountain
of Sinai and then on into the Promised Land. When Moshe ascended the mountain and brought back God’s
Word, His Mitzvot (commands) as a way of life for His people. When we are told that Yeshua descended
not having first ascended (John 3:13, Ephesians 4) but having brought with him the Word of God for His
people, just as is paralleled in Moshe on Sinai. The Lord God Almighty gives us His word and writes His
Word upon our hearts. In this way the believer is joined to the Lord God. The Spirit of the Lord is given to
each one of us, the Spirit of life that helps us and enables us to live for the Lord. After we enter into a cov-
enant relationship with the Lord, one must keep ““Reckoning’ and “Yielding™ one’s life to the Lord. This is
to walk in Teshuvah (Repentance) and seeking God’s forgiveness. It is only then the Lord can pour out His
living giving power into our lives.

The Psalmist continues saying, 737> J2i0 7> 7371 737-922 I09WHH 2°H7-22 NOYR TN 2
IT-NR 001D U AV 0298-NX 072-1011 AARY 1AW YN T30y 10 :0°9137-797 ARin 0°7933-297
:73%7 °7-92% ¥2wn 145:13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Your dominion endures through-
out all generations. 145:14 The Lord sustains all who fall And raises up all who are bowed down. 145:15
The eyes of all look to You, And You give them their food in due time. 145:16 You open Your hand And satisfy

the desire of every living thing. (NASB) The phrase 7171 717 (generation to generation) is one that is written
throughout the Torah. From the Haggadah For Pesach (Kehot, 5745), p. 31 and the Talmud Bavli Pesachim
116b, this reminds us that in each and every generation a person is obliged to regard himself as if he had
come out of Egypt. This means to say that in every generation at all times, and no matter the circumstance,
(regardless to gender, age or status) we are to feel as if we personally left Egypt. Egypt represents the land
of slavery, bondage, idolatry, and adultery. What is the meaning of “‘In each and every generation?”” The
word “generation” implies not only a quantity of time, but a quality; it does not matter the person or his
occupation (i.e. Torah scholar or theologian) all are to equally regard himself as having been set free from
Egypt in Yeshua the Messiah. The Land of Egypt was not only physical but also spiritual bondage. The

words 717] 797 (generation to generation) refers to the measure of man as well as the timelessness of God’s
Word, His truth, and His delivering power for His people. God’s deliverance from Egypt (sin) comes after
“we cried out to the Lord, the God of our fathers.” We are shown in Sefer Shemot (book of Exodus) the
Lord Himself came down to deliver His people. The Lord gave us His instruction for life, and the festivals
were graciously granted at that time to remind us of these truths. The Shelosh Regalim are not limited to a

particular time-frame, but are for every generation (7117] 717). The Shabbat and the festivals such as Pesach
are illustrations for the spiritual life of every believer. The yearly observance of the festivals are representa-
tive that these things are constantly recurring. These things help us to understand the meaning of godliness,
and the heavy weight that is upon the soul because of sin. Only the Lord is able to deliver us, just as the root
of the word mitzrayim, the Hebrew name for Egypt, is meitzar, meaning strait or limitation. We are limited
in our understanding, and in our ability to help ourselves. The commands reveal to us our limitations, and
provide us with a profound understanding of godliness which leads to our seeking the Lord in His mercy to
help us to overcome our sins.

David concludes Tehillim / Psalms 145 saying, 2172 17 :1Q¥»-222 7°07) 1°277-722 7 78 1
T MWD DY) YR DDVIE-NN PR YRY-TIEY 0 NRND NP W Y37 TXIp-227
71 ORIV SR oW w3293 T72° °8-027) A1 NPOR KD STNY DOYWNI-92 NXY 1IR-72-NN 145:17
The Lord is righteous in all His ways And kind in all His deeds. 145:18 The Lord is near to all who call upon
Him, To all who call upon Him in truth. 145:19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also
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hear their cry and will save them. 145:20 The Lord keeps all who love Him, But all the wicked He will de-
stroy. 145:21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, And all flesh will bless His holy name forever and
ever. (NASB) The Psalmist states that ““all flesh” will bless His holy name forever. This suggests a future
expectation of the Lord calling the gentile nations to enter into the kingdom of God. We see in the Apostolic

Writings the Lord calling Saul of Tarsus (Paul) to go to the nations about Yeshua the Messiah.

Acts 9:1-16

9:1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest, 9:2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that
if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 9:3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 9:4 and he fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ 9:5 And he said, ‘Who are
You, Lord?” And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 9:6 but get up and enter
the city, and it will be told you what you must do.” 9:7 The men who traveled with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 9:8 Saul got up from the ground, and though
his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into
Damascus. 9:9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 9:10 Now
there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ana-
nias.” And he said, ‘Here | am, Lord.” 9:11 And the Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the
street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul,
for he is praying, 9:12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his
hands on him, so that he might regain his sight.” 9:13 But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, | have
heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem; 9:14
and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” 9:15 But
the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 9:16 for I will show him how much he must suffer
for My name’s sake.” (NASB)

Here Saul was taking letters from the Sanhedrin to imprison the disciples of Yeshua, while approaching
Damascus we became blind and then following three days, Yeshua healed him of his blindness. The Lord
God sent Ananias to pray for Paul and have his eyes healed. Ananias responded saying, 9:13 But Ananias
answered, ‘Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusa-
lem; 9:14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” 9:15 But the
Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings
and the sons of Israel; (NASB) Here we find God’s plan for all the people of the earth to have the opportu-
nity to believe in the God of Israel. This is consistent with the Psalmists who says, *3-127> 717> 20 XD
2791 079 WTR oY TWw3a-92 7727 145:21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, And all flesh will
bless His holy name forever and ever. (NASB) The Lord said about Paul, 9:16 for I will show him how much
he must suffer for My name’s sake.” (NASB) The function of the Lord God’s judgment is for man to obey
Him where the function of the Lord God’s chastisement is to allow man to be transformed, to repent, and to
turn from his sins. The Lord does these things for those who are His people and He does those things to the
nations calling the nations as well to faith and obedience. This is how the Psalmist speaks saying, 7% 1°
WY PRY-1IEY 0 NRRI IRIRY W 97 PRIP-297 MM AR W WYR-223 TOM 17-222 M
D-73T) A1) NPAN NI ITNYD DYYIF-22 NRY PIIR-22-N8 73T MW O 0w vy onyiw-ny
2791 021V7 TR oW Twa-22 772°1 145:17 The Lord is righteous in all His ways And kind in all His deeds.
145:18 The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in truth. 145:19 He will fulfill
the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save them. 145:20 The Lord keeps all
who love Him, But all the wicked He will destroy. 145:21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, And
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all flesh will bless His holy name forever and ever. (NASB) The Lord God Almighty is righteous, kind, and
He draws near to those who draw near to Him. This is the work the Lord God almighty is accomplishing
in the lands of the Gentiles. In the final days, the Lord will have His Name magnified and the Name of His
Messiah Yeshua. His Name being magnified in the Gentile nations make His deeds seen by all the world so
the will call Him the Mighty God, and cause His words to come to pass. The Lord God will make all people
to know that He is not only God, the God of Israel, but also the God who has authority over all peoples, all
the Gentile nations. The greatest work and purpose of His plan is to draw near to the one who draws near
to Him. To empower the one who puts his faith and trust in the Messiah Yeshua, who determines his heart
to serve and love the Lord God our Father in heaven and to love others being obedient to His commands.
Let’s Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 145 has 1 part. Reading through the Midrash
we will be looking at Part 1. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 145, Part 1.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 145, Part 1

Part 1

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1in%;7 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “A Psalm of
praise; of David. | will extol You, my God, O King; and | will bless Your name forever and ever
(Tehillim / Psalms 145:1).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Isaiah said, O Lord, You are
my God, | will exalt You, I will praise Your name (Isaiah 25:1), by which he meant, Not without cause
do I speak thus in praise of You, You have done wonderful things.”

« The Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNr°ND (Petihta), the rabbis ask the ques-
tion what has the Lord done?

« The ?wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis provide
examples of the glory of God, bringing judgment upon the nations, and protecting God’s people.

» The Concluding phrase says, “In the time to come Israel will never cease singing praises and bless-
ings, as it is said, And I will bless Your name forever and ever. We will have no vocation other than
blessing You with new blessings. So Scripture says, Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with
benefits, even the God of our salvation (Tehillim / Psalms 68:20).”

Midrash Tehillim 145 Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1710777 712°7) saying, *“A Psalm of praise;
of David. I will extol You, my God, O King; and I will bless Your name forever and ever (Tehillim / Psalms

145:1).” The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Isaiah said, O Lord, You
are my God, I will exalt You, I will praise Your name (Isaiah 25:1), by which he meant, Not without cause do
| speak thus in praise of You, You have done wonderful things.” David wrote in his psalm saying in Tehillim
/ Psalms 115:16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth He has given to mankind. 115:17
It is not the dead who praise the LORD, nor any who descend into silence. 115:18 But it is we who will
bless the LORD, both now and forevermore. Hallelujah! (NASB) The rabbis say not without a cause do we
praise the Lord God in heaven. The Spirit of God causes us to rejoice before the Lord where the Lord God
in heaven is the true end of our happiness. And rightly so, there is so much to praise the Lord God of Israel
for, and there is great power in giving honor to Him. Many who live out the truth of God’s Word in their
lives today can attest to this, how the Lord God helps each day to overcome this world. The Tanach and the
Apostolic Writings are filled with examples of praise when God’s people saw His power working in their
lives. Life-changing miracles, dramatic stories of the enemy being halted or defeated, hearts being changed
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and drawn closer to Him. All of these things are examples of the Lord Working and living in the midst of
His people. The reality of daily living for the Lord is that there are struggles and life related demands that
can come along and interfere with our praise to the Lord. Because of the life struggles, it can be a sacrifice
to offer praises when we do not feel like it. We struggle, we are weary, and it might feel as if the Lord has
let us down. The Lord may also feel distant because of our troubles, and it is these painful things that we
go through that cause us to spiral in our service to the Lord. This is why it is important to fix our eyes upon
the Lord, read His word daily, and give Him praise no matter what is happening in our lives. When we push
through and offer the sacrifice of praise, we get our focus off of ourselves and back on the Lord. This is the
reminder, God’s word causes us to remember life is not all about us, and that we are to love others, and to
serve God and others, because the Lord God Almighty is where our true hope is found. This is what David
said in his Psalms,

Tehillim / Psalms 150:2
“Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness!”

Tehillim / Psalms 35:28
“And my tongue shall speak of your righteousness and of your praise all the day long.”

He is worthy of our praise, no matter what we face from day to day. The rabbis ask the question, “And
What wonderful things has He done? Those spoken of in the preceding chapter, And it will come to pass
in that day, that the Lord will punish the house of the high heaven on high and the kings of the earth upon
the earth.” Praise makes the enemy flee. Our praises push back against the darkness that surrounds us, by
recognizing the love of God, His goodness, and bears testimony of His presence in our lives. Evil will not
remain if we’re praising our God, who will fight our battles for us. In the story of Jehoshaphat, we see God
miraculously defeat the enemy, because of the people’s obedience to praise Him.

2 Chronicles 20:22 ““As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the
men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated™

The entire midrash states the following:

TR PRD %N wAaTH

L0117 9Y R 0277 77 29 A7 L(R 730 PYW) M2 TR DK 9K 7 YR K LN T MR TanR T2 0900 R
D17 R2X PY 177 TIPD° RITT D12 7971 WD N 12917 2900 71 ,3WY 2ORDD 71 ,(770 WPYW DWw) RO WY % DY ROR
NN IR T AV AR L(3D 20 770 WPYRS oW OW) M3 71297 91,113 20K OO 190N (KD T2 1YW aw) 1A 012
UNALTY DY KRR 2T 9Y R? LR MR TARIR MR T 191,130V DOWYW 2°RDDT DY L,RDD WY 0D W TTIR TR
7127 TIR 17 OXY WA WARIW ,D0TIRD 22T L(20 TP 2°900) D207 DOYOID 11712 IWR MKW WD 1 Tovn?
,25°77 7120 MV NINTI 1PN ,20TIRI 09I D973, 0797 D°3°0ID 11712 WK AR 197 ,(To TP 2700 aw) 1N
QW INMIP 137 577,31 DPITD 1PN AR 07 LA DT DYW 079 MINTIRMY , 7000 MIPN K2 vwpnaR Moy 0N
22057, OR 11 D901 DORDD U VIR 2N 1OW L, IRINT 1A 77 DR LD090IR O PIn 000178 O O°TIRD DOWIR
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MY ,MDHRM IR MR 727 ,(7 70 VW) TARD W 7901 ART ROK L1 IR PWIY (T2 TR DRIMW R7W) 1TV W
MY PRI DRYY PRI PID PR APMIXIT M1 IR 797 ,(KD T2 ORPINY) 131 CIRE IR MARIW IR IR IR I
D°IPT 12W° TW 1M AME PR WYY, 220 NIng TR XIT MYAT 1% M2 MR 10 R a6 9 mam2
YT M MRV MM TN PRI DRI TO0 (T 17 77°797) 210 210 172 NIWWR WK D9 MAINI2 MIpN
720w QYN WK D7 DRIWOD MWV 07apn 7°NY 2721 2RI L,(71 1 7°09T oW aw) XM DOPRwn MTYN 20797 RN
,%727 °9R TR INRI T L0107 DOWYRY 1AY JWYNW 2°R907 93 DY T2 207n1mY 097 IR 117 A9R 90 awvnwa 10
122171 D10 7IRA 7IRA 92 719 11W WARIW 27 OF I 2w (K2 10 VW) A T 37 WARIW ,772PAD Dm0 PR
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Midrash Tehillim 145, Part 1

1. A Psalm of praise; of David. | will extol You, my God, O King; and | will bless Your name forever and ever (Te-
hillim / Psalms 145:1). Isaiah said, O Lord, You are my God, | will exalt You, | will praise Your name (Isaiah 25:1),
by which he meant, Not without cause do | speak thus in praise of You, You have done wonderful things. And What
wonderful things has He done? Those spoken of in the preceding chapter, And it will come to pass in that day, that
the Lord will punish the house of the high heaven on high and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And they will be
gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the dungeon, and will be shut up in the prison, and after many days
will they be punished. Then the moon will be confounded, and the sun ashamed; for the Lord of hosts will reign in
the Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His elders will be glory (Isaiah 24:21-23). In that day | will exalt You,
I will praise Your name, for You have done wonderful things (Isaiah 25:1), the wonderful things that You have done
for us. Likewise, David said, | will extol You, my God, etc. not without cause, but for the promise You did make with
us, as in the preceding Psalm, that our sons will stand as straight as cedars of which it is said, The trees of the Lord
are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which he has planted (Tehillim / Psalms 104:16). Hence, it is said, that our
sons like young plants will be well grown (Tehillim / Psalms 144:12). That is, they will stand as straight as cedars,
of which it is said, The trees of the Lord are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which He has planted (Tehillim /
Psalms 104:16). Hence, it is said, that our sons like young plants will be well grown, The will grow as steadily as
cedars. And that our daughters may be as the polished corners of the Temple (Tehillim / Psalms 144:12), in that
Day will our daughters need to adorn themselves? Will they not gleam as if polished by pumice, and will they not
be as ruddy as the blood upon the corners of the altar? Hence, it is said, that our daughters may be as the polished
corners of the Temple. Behold, we are taught that the height of men will equal the height of cedars. And whereby
will they be fed? The Holy One blessed be He, tells us, Out of such a full garner as is spoken of in the verse, that
our garners may be full, affording all manner of store (Tehillim / Psalms 144:13), and in another verse You will eat
old store long kept (Vayikra / Leviticus 26:10). That our sheep may bring forth thousands, and ten thousands in
our fields (Tehillim / Psalms 144:13), impossible for them to do so now, for Scripture says, Your servants kept his
father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock (1 Samuel 17:34), and thus the
flocks cannot increase. But one day, the wolf and the lamb will feed together (Isaiah 65:25). Hence it is said That
our sheep may bring forth thousands, and ten thousands in our fields. Another comment, Who are the sheep? Isra-
el, to whom it was said, And you My sheep, the sheep of MY pasture, are men, and | am your God (Ezekiel 34:31).
Hence, it is said That your sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our fields. That there be no decay,
no leading into captivity, and no outcry in our streets and causes tears to be shed is the angel of death, the destroyer.
But one day there will be no outcry in our streets. Then, Again will old men and old women sit in the broad places
of Jerusalem, every man with his staff in his hand for very age (Zechariah 8:4). Hence, it is said, No outcry in our
streets, for The broad places of the city will be full of boys and girls playing in the broad places thereof (Zechariah
8:5). And because the Holy One blessed be He, will bring about all these things for Israel, therefore, Happy is the
people that is on such a case (Tehillim / Psalms 144:15). And when You will bring about all these things for us, we
will praise and extol You for all wonders You do for us and have done for us. Hence, | will extol You, my God, O
King; and | will bless Your name forever and ever. Of old Israel extolled the Holy One blessed be He, saying Lord,
Your hand was lifted up (Isaiah 26:11); even as they extolled Him in the Red Sea, saying Sing unto the Lord, for
He is highly exalted. The horse and his rider has He thrown into the sea (Shemot / Exodus 15:1), so will they extol
Him again saying, Exalt you the Lord our God (Tehillim / Psalms 99:5). Hence, it is said, | will extol You, my God,
O Ling (Tehillim / Psalms 145:1). One day it will not be as it is today, when, if He does wonders for Israel, they
sing His praise, but if He does not, they do not sing His praise. In the time to come Israel will never cease singing
praises and blessings, as it is said, And | will bless Your name forever and ever. We will have no vocation other than
blessing You with new blessings. So Scripture says, Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits, even the
God of our salvation (Tehillim / Psalms 68:20).

In the context of the opening phrases, the rabbis speak of praising the Lord God in heaven for all the
wonderful works of His hand. They go on to quote from the prophet Isaiah saying, “And it will come to pass
in that day, that the Lord will punish the house of the high heaven on high and the kings of the earth upon
the earth. And they will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the dungeon, and will be shut up
in the prison, and after many days will they be punished. Then the moon will be confounded, and the sun
ashamed; for the Lord of hosts will reign in the Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His elders will be
glory (Isaiah 24:21-23). In that day | will exalt You, | will praise Your name, for You have done wonderful
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things (Isaiah 25:1), the wonderful things that You have done for us. Likewise, David said, | will extol You,
my God, etc. not without cause, but for the promise You did make with us, as in the preceding Psalm, that our
sons will stand as straight as cedars of which it is said, The trees of the Lord are full of sap; the cedars of
Lebanon, which he has planted (Tehillim / Psalms 104:16).”” The prophet Isaiah sounds almost apocalyptic
in his description when he says, ““the Lord will punish the house of the high heaven on high and the kings of
the earth upon the earth.” These appear to be two separate groups in which the Lord will overcome. This
reminds us of the Apostle Paul’s words to the Ephesians when he spoke of the ““principalities and powers in
heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10) or ““on high™ (Ephesians 6:12).

Ephesians 3:6-13

3:6 to be specific that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fel-
low partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 3:7 of which | was made a
minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working
of His power. 3:8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 3:9 and to bring to light what is the administra-
tion of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 3:10 so
that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers
and the authorities in the heavenly places. 3:11 This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 3:12 in whom we have boldness and
confident access through faith in Him. 3:13 Therefore | ask you not to lose heart at my trib-
ulations on your behalf, for they are your glory. (NASB)

Ephesians 6:10-20

6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 6:11 Put on the full armor
of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 6:12 For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against
the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly
places. 6:13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the
evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 6:14 Stand firm therefore, having girded
your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 6:15 and having
shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 6:16 in addition to all, taking up
the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil
one. 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God. 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be
on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 6:19 and pray on my behalf,
that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness
the mystery of the gospel, 6:20 for which | am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming
it I may speak boldly, as | ought to speak. (NASB)

Paul speaks in Ephesians 3 in the context of the Lord calling the Gentiles to faith in fulfillment of His prom-
ise that all the nations will give Him praise. He said that the Lord gave Him mercy allowing him to speak
to the Gentile peoples in order to reveal to the Gentiles the mystery of God concerning the richness of His
mercy (grace) and the wisdom of God will be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly plac-
es. In Ephesians 6 Paul speaks of the spiritual forces as being in the “heavenly places.” It may be Isaiah is
identifying the evil spiritual forces with the gods whom the nations worshiped and the stars in the heavens
where all authority and power is under control of the Lord. He may be foreseeing the future expectation of
the Lord God in heaven eradicating (putting and end to) the rebellion that had come from since the begin-
ning. (see 1 Corinthians 15:25). The idea is the powers that are on high are the one’s who have swayed the
nations to worship these false gods and come against the God of Israel. The source of evil for the earthly
kingdoms is found in the spiritual forces that have lead them to rebellion. Note, the earthly kingdoms, the
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rulers and peoples, choose to rebel against the Lord. Their rebellion cannot be blamed upon the spiritual
forces without personal accountability on the matter.

The rabbis in the midrash continue saying, “Hence, it is said, that our sons like young plants will be
well grown (Tehillim / Psalms 144:12). That is, they will stand as straight as cedars, of which it is said, The
trees of the Lord are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which He has planted (Tehillim / Psalms 104:16).
Hence, it is said, that our sons like young plants will be well grown, The will grow as steadily as cedars.
And that our daughters may be as the polished corners of the Temple (Tehillim / Psalms 144:12), in that
Day will our daughters need to adorn themselves? Will they not gleam as if polished by pumice, and will
they not be as ruddy as the blood upon the corners of the altar? Hence, it is said, that our daughters may
be as the polished corners of the Temple. Behold, we are taught that the height of men will equal the height
of cedars.” The midrash speaks of the blessings of God to our children, to prosper them, and to make them
strong. When we come into this world, we do so with a yetzer hara that is prone to sin. From the dawn of
human history, throughout all generations, the desire to sin is founded within the concept of self-reliance and
self-exaltation. When we live our lives for ourselves, we forget that we were created for the glory of God,
to live and to serve Him, and to live and love others. It is not just the heinous crimes of men that insight the
righteous wrath of God, but this self-reliance selfishness that is behind the sinful actions that detracts from
the glory of God and is the source of the rebellious spirit in men. As a result, there is an enmity between
man and God. This rebellion does not submit to the Lord God of Israel (Romans 8:7), but seeks after his
own glory (John 5:44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek
the glory that is from the one and only God? NASB) The rebelliousness of the yetzer hara resists the call of
God to turn, perform Teshuvah, and walk in His ways. Therefore there is a great chasm (gulf) between the
fallen nature of man and a holy God. It is from this perspective that mankind is helpless under the righteous
requirements of God’s mitzvot (commands). What we are taught in the Torah is this, Devarim / Deuteron-
omy 1:18 ;YA YR 027277772 NX XI77 NY2 DNX 7IXR) Thus | instructed you, at that time, about the
various things that you should do. (Sefaria) We are told the Lord God has instructed us in regards to what
we should do. We are given a picture of how through one man the entire nation was blessed. Through one
man the power of God was made known to all of the world. And through one man an entire nation consist-
ing of a mixed multitude was delivered from bondage and slavery, set free, raised up, and given God’s holy
word to live by. In the Torah we arrive at a point in history when the Lord God raised up a man like no other
man, one in whom spoke to God face to face. We are also told in Parashat Lech Lecha, the Lord raised up
a man from paganism to worship and serve a holy God and to raise his children to know the God of heaven
and earth (Abraham). Eventually the family of Abraham entered into Egypt because of a great famine and
the people grew into a great nation. The Egyptians enslaved the children of Israel, and the Lord raised up a
man (Moshe) to deliver his people. In the blessing of Abraham, the Lord says, ““Go from your country and
your kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will show you. And I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless
you, and him who curses you | will curse, and in you shall all the families of the earth be blessed”” (Bereshit /
Genesis 12:1-3). The Lord said in Bereshit / Genesis 18:19 ““I have chosen Abraham, that he may charge his
children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that
the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” The point was of God’s calling on our lives to
walk in God’s ways and to teach future generations to do the same. The Lord God Almighty chose Abraham
to charge his household in such a way that they will fulfill the conditions of the promises. The promises are
both conditional and secure. In Ephesians 2:12, we read, “the covenants of the promise” (t@v 5106nk®V Tii¢
énayyehiog). The Greek word translated *““covenants’ is plural and the word translated “promise™ is singu-
lar. The covenants being spoken of here are from the Tanach, and indicate the promise of a deliverer that is
found in the covenant blessings of God to His people. All of the covenants point to one who leads the people
in the ways of God. What Paul intends by using the plural “promises” in Ephesians 2:12 the promise of the
Messiah that is being revealed to us in God’s Torah (Instructions) for life. This means that the promise of
the Messiah is contained within the covenant that He has made with His people throughout all generations.
This is the mercy of God as the Midrash speaks of God blessing us and our children to prosper and to make
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strong future generations of those who are faithful to Him. This concept is pushed forward in the words of
the Midrash on the shephard who watches over the lamb.

The Holy One blessed be He, tells us, Out of such a full garner as is spoken of in the verse,
that our garners may be full, affording all manner of store (Tehillim / Psalms 144:13), and
in another verse You will eat old store long kept (Vayikra / Leviticus 26:10). That our sheep
may bring forth thousands, and ten thousands in our fields (Tehillim / Psalms 144:13), im-
possible for them to do so now, for Scripture says, Your servants kept his father’s sheep, and
there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock (1 Samuel 17:34), and thus the
flocks cannot increase. But one day, the wolf and the lamb will feed together (Isaiah 65:25).
Hence it is said That our sheep may bring forth thousands, and ten thousands in our fields.
Another comment, Who are the sheep? Israel, to whom it was said, And you My sheep, the
sheep of MY pasture, are men, and | am your God (Ezekiel 34:31). Hence, it is said That
your sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our fields. That there be no
decay, no leading into captivity, and no outcry in our streets and causes tears to be shed is
the angel of death, the destroyer. But one day there will be no outcry in our streets. Then,
Again will old men and old women sit in the broad places of Jerusalem, every man with his
staff in his hand for very age (Zechariah 8:4). Hence, it is said, No outcry in our streets, for
The broad places of the city will be full of boys and girls playing in the broad places thereof
(Zechariah 8:5). And because the Holy One blessed be He, will bring about all these things
for Israel, therefore, Happy is the people that is on such a case (Tehillim / Psalms 144:15).
And when You will bring about all these things for us, we will praise and extol You for all
wonders You do for us and have done for us. (Midrash Tehillim 145 Part 1)

In the Midrash, the rabbis speak of the enemy who comes to kill and destroy, however there is a future
expectation from the Prophet Isaiah that speaks of the wolf and the lamb laying down together such that
the lambs (which might be a reference to God’s people) becoming prosperous in the sense of having many
children. This concept of the wolf/lion and the lamb laying down together is nothing less than the Lord God
Himself working in the heart of the wolf/lion to be at peace and not to have a hunger for blood and the flesh
of God’s people. This is what Paul was speaking of and what he taught in Galatians 3.

Galatians 3:8-29 (summarized)

The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed!”” So then, those
who have faith are blessed with faithful Abraham (3:8-9) . . . In Christ Jesus the blessing of
Abraham comes upon the Gentiles, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith (3:14) ... There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are
Abraham’s offspring (seed), heirs according to the promise (3:28-29).

The great promises the Lord God Almighty has given to His people are also given to the Gentiles by faith,
the very same gospel that was preached to Abraham, and to the people in the wilderness (Hebrews 3-4).
Paul writes of there being no difference between peoples for those who believe and are forgiven of their sins.
This being one with one another and with God is paralleled to a people who walk in God’s ways to do what
is right (Justice), to live righteously, holy, and in truth and peace. All the power of the goodness of God, His
mercy, His forgiveness, the possession of the gates of our enemies, and the inheritance of the earth along
with the knowledge of God will be given in His Messiah to all those who would draw near and believe in the
God of Israel and His Messiah! These are the praises of the Lord God, the glory that His people render unto
the Lord thanking Him for His mercies and the loving-kindness that He has shown from since the beginning.

Midrash Tehillim 145 Part 1 concludes saying, “Hence, | will extol You, my God, O King; and | will
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bless Your name forever and ever. Of old Israel extolled the Holy One blessed be He, saying Lord, Your
hand was lifted up (Isaiah 26:11); even as they extolled Him in the Red Sea, saying Sing unto the Lord, for
He is highly exalted. The horse and his rider has He thrown into the sea (Shemot / Exodus 15:1), so will
they extol Him again saying, Exalt you the Lord our God (Tehillim / Psalms 99:5). Hence, it is said, | will
extol You, my God, O King (Tehillim / Psalms 145:1). One day it will not be as it is today, when, if He does
wonders for Israel, they sing His praise, but if He does not, they do not sing His praise. In the time to come
Israel will never cease singing praises and blessings, as it is said, And | will bless Your name forever and
ever. We will have no vocation other than blessing You with new blessings. So Scripture says, Blessed be
the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits, even the God of our salvation (Tehillim / Psalms 68:20).”” The
midrash speaks of the present time when the people of Israel praise the Lord for His wonderful, powerful,
and mighty works. The people praise the Lord only when He works on their behalf. But a future time is
coming, when the people will not cease praising the Lord God of Israel for all that He has done. Luke 1:68
states ““Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people. ... “Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished .... salvation from our enemies and from the
hand of all who hate us. (NASB) David expressed his praise to the Lord for these things in the following
way.

Tehillim / Psalm 103:1-5

“Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the LORD,
O my soul, and forget none of His benefits: who pardons all your iniquities...; who redeems
your life from the pit; who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; who satisfies
your years with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle.”

Tehillim / Psalm 103:10-14

““He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those
who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions
from us. Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on
those who fear Him. For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.”

Tehillim / Psalm 103:17,18

“But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear
Him, and his righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep His covenant, and who
remember His precepts to do them.”

Tehillim / Psalm 111:1-4

“Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart, in the company of the
upright and in the assembly. Great are the works of the LORD; they are studied by all who
delight in them. Splendid and majestic is His work; and His righteousness endures forever.
He has made His wonders to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and compassionate.”

Tehillim / Psalm 112:1-4

Praise the LORD! How blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in His
commandments. His descendants will be mighty on earth; the generation of the upright will
be blessed. Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. Light
arises in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious and compassionate and righteous.”

Tehillim / Psalm 146:1-8
“Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD while I live; I will
sing praises to my God while | have my being. Do not trust in princes, In mortal man, in
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whom there is no salvation. His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his
thoughts perish. How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD his God; who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith
forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets
the prisoners free. The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD raises up those who are
bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.”

According to the Scriptures, we are called to praise God, to consider why we praise Him, and to communi-
cate our hope of His mercy in praise each day. The Apostolic Writings quote from the Psalms to encourage
believers to praise the Lord for all that He has done. David often praises the Lord for His having daily taken
care of our needs and for protecting His people. The Apostle Peter tells us to consider the significance of
our praises saying, “you should show forth the praises of Him who has called you out of darkenss into His
marvelous light.”” (1 Peter 2:9) The author of Hebrews builds upon this idea saying that declaring God’s
praises is a sacrifice. This concept of a sacrifice is not just in the psalms, but is also a rabbinic concept that
demonstrates the part of our devotion that we ¢ an give to God being thankful always for His mercies and
forgiveness of our sins. The author of Hebrews states in Hebrews 13:12-16 saying, 13:12 Therefore Jesus
also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13:13 So, let us go
out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 13:14 For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are
seeking the city which is to come. 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 13:16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing,
for with such sacrifices God is pleased. (NASB) The Psalmist wrote of God’s ancient people Israel who were
beset by diverse experiences where the common theme was of their praise of the Most High God. We too
praise the Lord for His great love and mercy. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank You Lord for Your mercy and the great work that you are doing in our lives. We believe You are
able to overcome all things, from saving us from our enemies, to the deliverance from sin, and even to work
in our hearts to deeply, truly, and honestly seek you all the days of our lives. We recognize the weaknesses
in our strength and resolve to serve You and to do what is expected, to be humble and to pray and to remain
in Your word. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have the desire to seek You
in prayer and in Your Word, to have faith in Yeshua Your Messiah, and to love our neighbor each day. We
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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