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Coming to know Ourselves is the End Result of the Mitzvot

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 139:1-24, the psalm opens saying, 2¥21n 7177 0807 X
T AIRRT YTV I VRN MW 2 PR Y7 N2 ) RV DY ABK 3 VIM AR A
A2 AYTY AT 107 013w 197 PR 02 139:1 O Lord, You have searched me and known me. 139:2 You know
when | sit down and when | rise up; You understand my thought from afar. 139:3 You scrutinize my path
and my lying down, And are intimately acquainted with all my ways. 139:4 Even before there is a word on
my tongue, Behold, O Lord, You know it all. (NASB) The psalmist states the Lord knows him at the most
intimate level. Rising up and laying down and even to our thoughts. The Lord scrutinizes our ways. This is
an important observation as this pertains to what we think and what we do each day. The psalmist continues
saying, PON-OX 17 :TI2X T390 TIN) A0 728 AI TR 92W-X? AW omn nyT [AR099] M7
AP OIONN IW0 77 0Y-03 1Dy GND MIAWN MY-012 XN U 133n PIRG ApER) Ans 0y ooy
139:5 You have enclosed me behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me. 139:6 Such knowledge is too
wonderful for me; It is too high, | cannot attain to it. 139:7 Where can | go from Your Spirit? Or where can
| flee from Your presence? 139:8 If | ascend to heaven, You are there; If | make my bed in Sheol, behold,
You are there. 139:9 If | take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 139:10 Even
there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me. (NASB) The power of God is that His
presence goes with us wherever we may go, do, or find ourselves in. The psalmist says even darkness will
not overcome us (139:11), the Lord knows all, he formed us (139:13) and we are wonderfully made. Our
mothers womb is called a place of secrecy the Lord created us (139:15), and the Lord has a book in which
our names are written (139:16). The Lord’s thoughts about us are unimaginable (139:17-18). The psalmist
concludes saying, 139:19 O that You would slay the wicked, O God; Depart from me, therefore, men of
bloodshed. 139:20 For they speak against You wickedly, And Your enemies take Your name in vain. 139:21
Do | not hate those who hate You, O Lord? And do I not loathe those who rise up against You? 139:22 | hate
them with the utmost hatred; They have become my enemies. 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
Try me and know my anxious thoughts; 139:24 And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the
everlasting way. (NASB) We serve an awesome God!
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Tehillim / Psalms 139

139:1 O Lord, You have
searched me and known me.
139:2 You know when I sit
down and when I rise up; You
understand my thought from
afar. 139:3 You scrutinize my
path and my lying down, And
are intimately acquainted with
all my ways. 139:4 Even be-
fore there is a word on my
tongue, Behold, O Lord, You
know it all. 139:5 You have
enclosed me behind and be-
fore, And laid Your hand upon
me. 139:6 Such knowledge is
too wonderful for me; It is too
high, I cannot attain to it. 139:7
Where can I go from Your Spir-
it? Or where can I flee from
Your presence? 139:8 If I as-
cend to heaven, You are there;
If I make my bed in Sheol, be-
hold, You are there. 139:9 If
I take the wings of the dawn,
If T dwell in the remotest part
of the sea, 139:10 Even there
Your hand will lead me, And
Your right hand will lay hold
of me. 139:11 If I say, ‘Surely
the darkness will overwhelm
me, And the light around me
will be night,” 139:12 Even the
darkness is not dark to You,
And the night is as bright as
the day. Darkness and light
are alike to You. 139:13 For
You formed my inward parts;
You wove me in my mother’s
womb. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 139

139:1 For praise, composed by Da-
vid, a psalm. O Lord, you have
searched me out and known me.
139:2 It is manifest before you when
I sit down to study the Torah, and
when I rise up to go to war; you
understand my fellowship in your
congregation from a people afar off.
139:3 Now when I walk in the road
or when I recline to study the Torah,
you have become a stranger; and you
have made all my ways dangerous.
139:4 And when there is no speech
on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you
know the thought of my heart com-
pletely. 139:5 From behind me and
in front of me you have confined
me, and you have inflicted on me the
blow of your hand. 139:6 It is hidden
from my knowing; it is too mighty,
I am not capable of it. 139:7 Where
will I go from the presence of your
storm-wind? And where shall I flee
from your presence? 139:8 If I go up
to the heavens, you are there; and if [
lower myself to Sheol, behold, there
is your word. 139:9 I will lift up the
fringes of sunrise, I will abide at the
ends of the sea. 139:10 Also there
your hand will guide me, and your
right hand will seize me. 139:11 And
I said, “Truly darkness will blind me,
and the night will become dark for
my sake.” 139:12 Also the darkness
will not be too dark for your word,
and the night, like day, will give
light; like darkness, like light — they
are equal. 139:13 For you have creat-
ed my kidneys; you established me in
the belly of my mother. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 139

For the end, a Psalm of David.
139:1 O Lord, thou hast proved
me, and known me. 139:2 Thou
knowest my down-sitting and
mine up-rising: thou understand-
est my thoughts long before.
139:3 Thou hast traced my path
and my bed, and hast foreseen all
my ways. 139:4 For there is no
unrighteous word in my tongue:
behold, O Lord, thou hast known
all things, 139:5 the last and the
first: thou hast fashioned me, and
laid thine hand upon me. 139:6
The knowledge of thee is too
wonderful for me; it is very dif-
ficult, I cannot attain to it. 139:7
Whither shall I go from thy Spir-
it? and whither shall I flee from
my presence? 139:8 If I should go
up to heaven, thou art there: if |
should go down to hell, thou art
present. 139:9 If I should spread
my wings to fly straight forward,
and sojourn at the extremity of the
sea, it would be vain, 139:10 for
even there thy hand would guide
me, and thy right hand would hold
me. 139:11 When I said, Surely
the darkness will cover me; even
the night was light in my luxury.
139:12 For darkness will not be
darkness with thee; but night will
be light as day: as its darkness, so
shall its light be to thee. 139:13
For thou, O Lord, hast possessed
my reins; thou hast helped me
from my mother’s womb. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 139
139:14 T will give thanks to
You, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; Wonderful
are Your works, And my soul
knows it very well.139:15 My
frame was not hidden from
You, When I was made in se-
cret, And skillfully wrought in
the depths of the earth; 139:16
Your eyes have seen my un-
formed substance; And in Your
book were all written The days
that were ordained for me,
When as yet there was not one
of them. 139:17 How precious
also are Your thoughts to me,
O God! How vast is the sum of
them! 139:18 If I should count
them, they would outnum-
ber the sand. When I awake,
I am still with You. 139:19 O
that You would slay the wick-
ed, O God; Depart from me,
therefore, men of bloodshed.
139:20 For they speak against
You wickedly, And Your ene-
mies take Your name in vain.
139:21 Do I not hate those who
hate You, O Lord? And do I not
loathe those who rise up against
You? 139:22 T hate them with
the utmost hatred; They have
become my enemies. 139:23
Search me, O God, and know
my heart; Try me and know
my anxious thoughts; 139:24
And see if there be any hurtful
way in me, And lead me in the
everlasting way. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 139

139:14 I will give you thanks, for you
have miraculously done awesome
things; your works are wonderful,
and my soul knows it well. 139:15
My self is not hidden from you, for I
was made in secret, I was formed in
the belly of my mother. 139:16 Your
eyes see my body; and in the book
of your remembrance all my days
were written on the day the world
was created; in the beginning all
creatures were created but not on a
single day among them. 139:17 And
how precious to me are those who
love you, the righteous, O God; and
how mighty have their scholars be-
come! 139:18 I will number them in
this age: they will be more numerous
than sand; [ awake in the age to come
and still I am with you. 139:19 If you
slay, O God, the wicked man, [then]
men who are worthy of the judg-
ment of death will depart from me.
139:20 Who will swear in your name
for deception, taking an oath in vain,
your enemies. 139:21 Do I not hate
all those who hate you, O Lord? And
when they rise against you, I am in-
censed. 139:22 I hate them to the de-
struction of hatred; they have become
enemies to me. 139:23 Search me
out, O God, and know my thoughts;
examine me and know my thinking.
139:24 And see if any way of error
is in me; and guide me in the path of
those eternally upright. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 139

139:14 1 will give thee thanks; for
thou art fearfully wondrous; won-
drous are thy works; and my soul
knows it well. 139:15 My bones,
which thou madest in secret were
not hidden from thee, nor my sub-
stance, in the lowest parts of the
earth. 139:16 Thine eyes saw my
unwrought substance, and all men
shall be written in thy book; they
shall be formed by day, though
there should for a time be no
one among them. 139:17 But thy
friends, O God, have been great-
ly honoured by me; their rule has
been greatly strengthened. 139:18
I will number them, and they shall
be multiplied beyond the sand;
I awake, and am still with thee.
139:19 Oh that thou wouldest slay
the wicked, O God; depart from
me, ye men of blood. 139:20 For
thou wilt say concerning their
thought, that they shall take thy
cities in vain. 139:21 Have I not
hated them, O Lord, that hate
thee? and wasted away because
of thine enemies? 139:22 I have
hated them with perfect hatred;
they were counted my enemies.
139:23 Prove me, O God, and
know my heart; examine me, and
know my paths; 139:24 and see if
there is any way of iniquity in me,
and lead me in an everlasting way.
(LXX)
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— Tehillim / Psalms 139 | v%p °%1n 150 —
In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 139:1-24, the psalm opens saying, 2¥A1n 7177 T¥N? X
TNR0T VTV VAN MW 3 PR V7 A2 WP AW YT Y 2 19I01 38R0 M
A2 YT AT 30 °23WD2 197 1R 02 139:1 O Lord, You have searched me and known me. 139:2 You know
when | sit down and when | rise up; You understand my thought from afar. 139:3 You scrutinize my path
and my lying down, And are intimately acquainted with all my ways. 139:4 Even before there is a word on
my tongue, Behold, O Lord, You know it all. (NASB) The psalmist states the Lord knows him at the most
intimate level. Rising up and laying down and even to our thoughts. The Lord scrutinizes our ways. This is
an important observation as this pertains to what we think and what we do each day. How important do you
believe what we think and do each day is important to the Lord God of Israel? The Aramaic Targum states
the following:

Toviyah / Psalms 139:1-4

139:1 For praise, composed by David, a psalm. O Lord, you have searched me out and
known me. 139:2 It is manifest before you when | sit down to study the Torah, and when | rise
up to go to war; you understand my fellowship in your congregation from a people afar off.
139:3 Now when I walk in the road or when I recline to study the Torah, you have become a
stranger; and you have made all my ways dangerous. 139:4 And when there is no speech on

my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know the thought of my heart completely. (EMC, Xraw? X
SIPIRY RNPIIND POYOA? SMANK 23 JATP DR 2 NYT INWHWD 7I7° XN N7 70 5
DN MY 17D 3 PN AV IR TNWSI02 SNINANY NIBANK R2TPA DYk BN N
n°Y O1IR 7Y 7 IRNIOOR CMITNK P21 011790 NTAVNOR RNPIIND POYAY "NIYAT2Y RA1IN2
SR P K910 027 Nawma NYT AT KT PWT 1w Honn)

The rabbis translate the sitting down and rising up in reference to the Torah and to a time of war. The idea
is our thoughts should be always centered upon the Lord’s word and His promises. When we rise up to go,
we are at war, not just the things in the body, but with the spiritual forces at work in this world, and with
those who would desire for us to be destroyed. The rabbinic translation of the psalm states, 139:3 Now when
I walk in the road or when I recline to study the Torah, you have become a stranger; and you have made
all my ways dangerous. (EMC) Why exactly does the psalmist state the Lord makes his path dangerous, as
the Lord becomes a stranger to him? The idea may be related to the need for us to carefully count our ways
and our thoughts as we go through life each day. Faith is a central concept in both Judaism and Christianity.
Considering faith, we have to consider our faithfulness to God, His Word, and His Messiah as it is related to
our thoughts and our ways as we live our lives before him daily. Faith denotes trust, belief, and confidence
in the Lord God in heaven. When we say we have faith in the Lord, we are making a statement about the
trust worthiness of the Lord and the belief in the Lord’s ability to do what He has promised. Having faith
demands a radical change in one’s lifestyle, turning from the ways of the world to the ways of God. This
means that we change from the way we once behaved to a new way of life. We renounce the former way of
life for the way of God which glorifies God. As a child of God, we are foreigners in this world and strive
to live for God’s kingdom. This is important because we are to count our ways, to consider our ways are
in line with God’s ways, not only our actions but our thought life as well. (Hebrews 11:13-16, 1 Peter 1:1,
2:11) This is related to our relationship to the culture that we live. In the Apostolic Writings, the Ephesians
once lived like the Gentiles did, but now their lives revolve around Yeshua the Messiah which may lead to
persecution since their godliness poses a threat to the sinful ways of the world (1 Peter 4:1-6). In addition
to this, there was considerable pressure on the Gentile believers to continue to live as they used to. In Paul’s
letters to the Gentiles, he doesn’t simply command his readers to cease living like unbelievers, he also com-
mands us to not conduct ourselves as our unbelieving peers. The reason being, the gentile believers were
still living in their culture, the very culture which threatened to influence them to live as they formerly did.
This world is the culture in which we live which seeks to pressure us to conform it its values, standards,
goals, and conduct. Take for example the gender values (being fluid) or the LGBT values this world wants
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to force upon God’s people. The Lord does not want us to be influenced by this world’s standards in relation
to God’s standards as given to us in the Torah. God’s standards often run across the grain of our culture,
therefore we must determined our hearts to follow God’s word and to cease walking to the drum of the world
in which we live. This is why Paul wrote we are to walk worthy of the calling in which we have been called
(Ephesians 4:1). In addition to this, Paul believes the moral conduct of men is the outgrowth of his mental
processes. The concept here is that our thought life governs our conduct. This is why we are to bring not
only our actions, but also our thought life into obedience to God’s Torah.

The psalmist continues saying, TR 7307 T2R TR T 177 22IR-K? 723031 390 NYT [AR099] 898
-0} D) IPYORA TPV IMW-0D32 KWK L T3 YIRY TR 7K DY 0% pON-DN 1IN 1391
:T °2IIRN 3710 97 oW 139:5 You have enclosed me behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me.
139:6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, | cannot attain to it. 139:7 Where can | go
from Your Spirit? Or where can | flee from Your presence? 139:8 If | ascend to heaven, You are there; If |
make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. 139:9 If | take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest
part of the sea, 139:10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me. (NASB)
The psalmist believes the Lord has orchestrated all that is going on in his life. He speaks of the Lord being
everywhere (omnipresent) and that it is not possible to find a place where the Lord God is not there. The
power of God is found in His presence going with us wherever we may go and do, or whatever situation we
may find ourselves in. The Aramaic Targum states the following:

Toviyah /Psalms 139:5-10

139:5 From behind me and in front of me you have confined me, and you have inflicted on me
the blow of your hand. 139:6 It is hidden from my knowing; it is too mighty, I am not capable
of it. 139:7 Where will I go from the presence of your storm-wind? And where shall | flee from
your presence? 139:8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; and if | lower myself to Sheol,
behold, there is your word. 139:9 I will lift up the fringes of sunrise, I will abide at the ends
of the sea. 139:10 Also there your hand will guide me, and your right hand will seize me.

(EMC, RYTI1 RO Y709 R209% 1 :T7°7 RNAN 259 N3O0 ROPUR SORM "RIMRA 17
PR T CTION TATR T IR TOVT QTR I PIRIRT IR T 10 DI20R KD NOPIIR NOPNK 21N
R 99102 MWK PIRT PROX MPIR V17N AN KT SPWH TR DR NI 10 XY POXR
T S11TANY ON° 927N TR AN TP Y IRAWN)

The Targum translation is very similar to what we read in the Masoretic Text. What Tehillim / Psalms 139
is telling us is there is no escape from God. Ultimately, the Lord God in heaven, His sight pierces the dark-
ness, there is no hole or crevice where we can escape God’s gaze. If we manage to doge Him in this life
we can rest assured that we will stand before Him in the life to come on the fearful day of judgment. This
illustrates how there is truly no place to hide from God. The Lord knows us at the most intimate level. For
example, the closest we can get to knowing another human being takes place in the marriage relationship.
A man and woman (husband and wife) live together in a lifelong commitment where they grow to know one
another’s actions, words, and to the extent that they openly communicate their thoughts and feelings to one

another. The Masoretic text uses the verb ““to know” (¥7°) to describe the sexual relationship in marriage
(see Bereshit / Genesis 4:1). Even after a man has been married to his wife for many years he still discovers
new things about his wife. Even the closest human relationships fall short of total knowledge as the Lord
has total knowledge of us at the most intimate level. The point is, we even have trouble knowing ourselves
thoroughly. Life is a process of coming to know ourselves, this is the end result of the commands, we are
able to recognize out limitations. Jeremiah said in Jeremiah 17:9, The heart is more deceitful than all else
and is desperately wicked; who can understand it? (NASB) His point is that we do not even know ourselves
very well, our motivations and inner drives apart from the Lord God revealing it to us in His Word. David’s
first reaction to this was “Where can | run to hide?”” True intimacy is to know even the thoughts of our
hearts. Because of the wickedness of our hearts, it is difficult not to experience shame because of who we
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— Tehillim / Psalms 139 | v%p °%1n 150 —

are at the most intimate level. The amazing thing is, the Lord God of Israel knows us thoroughly and knows
every awful thing and who we truly are on the inside, but yet He loves us and wants a relationship with
us. Adam and Eve sewed together leaves, and the Lord God slaughtered a animal and clothed His people
showing how to have a restored relationship with a holy God. Blood is required due to sin. The inescapable
conclusion is that we cannot escape from the living God. David thinks about searching out the knowledge
of God, His presence, and His infinite wisdom, which led him to cry out to the Lord to destroy the wicked
(139:19-22). David believed if sin still remained in the dark corners of his own life, he could root it out and
needed the Lord God’s help to walk in His everlasting ways. This shows us that we are to live in holiness
and righteousness, and that we need the Lord God Almighty to help us to do so!

The Psalmist continues saying, T9% TWm-8? qUn-03  2° 221792 IR 7902) 10300 JWN-98 K] X
293 NINTI 2 99 TN T 0BK 1932 1200 PIYP IR AON-D X YING AW VN 092 A7)

DPURYMEY TR OR YIRS N T 10 TR [171] X211 0oy 13022 072 3790-09) 7Y WY |
SRy 7YY CNXORT 127 Pinn 07908 170 139:11 If | say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the
light around me will be night,” 139:12 Even the darkness is not dark to You, And the night is as bright as
the day. Darkness and light are alike to You. 139:13 For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my
mother’s womb. 139:14 | will give thanks to You, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are
Your works, And my soul knows it very well.139:15 My frame was not hidden from You, When | was made in
secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; 139:16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance;
And in Your book were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of
them. 139:17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 139:18 If |
should count them, they would outnumber the sand. When | awake, | am still with You. (NASB) The psalmist
says even darkness will not overcome us (139:11), the Lord knows all, he formed us (139:13) and we are
wonderfully made. Our mothers womb is called a place of secrecy, a hidden place in which the Lord created
us (139:15), and the Lord has a book in which our names are written (139:16). The Lord’s thoughts about
us are unimaginable (139:17-18) and His love for us is immeasurable.
The Aramaic Targum states the following:

Toviyah /Psalms 139:11-18

139:11 And 1 said, “Truly darkness will blind me, and the night will become dark for my
sake.” 139:12 Also the darkness will not be too dark for your word, and the night, like day,
will give light; like darkness, like light — they are equal. 139:13 For you have created my
kidneys; you established me in the belly of my mother. 139:14 | will give you thanks, for you
have miraculously done awesome things; your works are wonderful, and my soul knows it
well. 139:15 My self is not hidden from you, for | was made in secret, | was formed in the
belly of my mother. 139:16 Your eyes see my body; and in the book of your remembrance all
my days were written on the day the world was created; in the beginning all creatures were
created but not on a single day among them. 139:17 And how precious to me are those who
love you, the righteous, O God; and how mighty have their scholars become! 139:18 | will
number them in this age: they will be more numerous than sand; | awake in the age to come
and still I am with you. (EMC, "N210nR 72 R°9991 99V 7272027 W7 072 DOnRY XD
T30 RAT TRV T T TR RY ROWT TIN? 20 9V 7T ROH 002 Y K9P
DRIRTART RD°I22 07 NPNWOR N1 RNPIP DR NIR QIR 2 170 X1 770 ROWT 70
773 ROONX XY 10 IRTAY RADT WO 772V JWOID NPW D RNTAY 129077 2101 JTPTIR T
990 o TV PO NWIA TY ONIRT RART RD°M22 NOAPPUXR XNV NPTPAVNR 0T IR
7717 RNPWA RN27°2 177212 100200K RO11W 370 RADY 2920RT RA1°2 120972 1 P21 73797
129N 7701 RIIPR ROPITX TN PNIR PR 712 9071001 T OITA KRY T T2 10N
2723 RIX 172 TV ONRT RAPYA NPVAR VA0 ROT 2 007 PTT RAPY2 NN T 0N1a0)
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The rabbis write darkness has the ability to blind. The darkness however is not too dark for God’s Word
where the Word of God has the ability to produce light, like the day, revealing truth, righteousness, holiness,
and justice. The psalmist speaks of the wonders of God who creates the body and he writes that the Lord
has written all of our days down in a book, suggesting the Lord has a plan for each one of us. The rabbis
parallel the rising up from slumber to awakening in the age to come. Though we may die, we are still with
the Lord and when we rise up we will be with Him! Judaism teaches that death is not the end of existence.
Judaism does however have its primary focus upon our lives here and now rather than on the afterlife. As
a result, Judaism does not have much dogma in regard to the afterlife which leaves this in a large part to
personal opinion. For example, it is possible for an Orthodox Jew to believe a person’s soul (the soul of a
righteous man) after death will go to a place similar to the Christian’s understanding of heaven or that the
soul will simply wait until the coming of the Messiah when he will be resurrected. The souls of the wick-
ed, on the other hand, will be tormented by demons. The Torah does emphasize the immediate, concrete,
physical rewards and punishments as opposed to future ones in the world to come. For example, in Vayikra
/ Leviticus 26:3-9 and Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:13-15.

Vayikra / Leviticus 26:3-9

26:3 “If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments so as to carry them out, 26:4
then I shall give you rains in their season, so that the land will yield its produce and the trees
of the field will bear their fruit. 26:5 ‘Indeed, your threshing will last for you until grape
gathering, and grape gathering will last until sowing time. You will thus eat your food to
the full and live securely in your land. 26:6 ‘I shall also grant peace in the land, so that you
may lie down with no one making you tremble. | shall also eliminate harmful beasts from the
land, and no sword will pass through your land. 26:7 ‘But you will chase your enemies and
they will fall before you by the sword; 26:8 five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred
of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall before you by the sword. 26:9 ‘So |
will turn toward you and make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will confirm My covenant
with you. (NASB)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:13-15

11:13 “Where am | to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me, saying,
‘Give us meat that we may eat!” 11:14 ‘I alone am not able to carry all this people, because
it is too burdensome for me. 11:15 “So if You are going to deal thus with me, please kill me
at once, if I have found favor in Your sight, and do not let me see my wretchedness.” (NASB)

Moshe speaks of how the Lord will bless His people if they obey and keep His commandments. Seeking
to live by God’s word will cause us to become powerful to overcoming our enemies were five will chase a
hundred and a hundred will chase ten thousand. Scholars say there is evidence in the Torah of existence of
life after death indicated in several places where the righteous will be reunited with their loved ones after
death, while the wicked will be excluded from this reunion. The following references from the Torah speaks
of several noteworthy people being ““gathered to their people.” See, in Bereshit / Genesis 25:8 (Abraham),
25:17 (Ishmael), 35:29 (Isaac), 49:33 (Jacob), Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:50 (Moses and Aaron) and 2
Kings 22:20 (King Josiah). Jewish Scholars say this gathering is described as a separate event from the
physical death of the body or the place of burial. Sins on the other hand are punished by the sinner being
““cut off from his people.” See Bereshit / Genesis 17:14 and Shemot / Exodus 31:14.

Bereshit / Genesis 17:14
17:14 “But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that

person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.” (NASB, 121 | 231 7
197 MM2-NY TRYR RIT WHIT AN1R1 IN7Y TWR-nY 2i-XD W)
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Shemot / Exodus 31:14
31:14 *Therefore you are to observe the sabbath, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes
it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off

from among his people. (NASB, *2 nx1> nin 3°%9%0n 027 X171 WP %2 nawd-ny onewy 7
[7Y 2R NITT WRID N3 RN A2 MYYI-22)

This punishment is referred to as nikretah hanefesh (¥933 7D7323) meaning literally, “cutting off of the
soul,” which is a reference to **spiritual excision,” and it means that the soul loses its portion in the World
to Come. The later prophets of the Tanach speak more clearly of life after death and the World to Come.
(See Daniel 12:2, Nehemiah 9:5) Belief in the eventual resurrection of the dead is a fundamental belief
of traditional Judaism. It was a belief that distinguished the Pharisees (intellectual ancestors of Rabbinical
Judaism) from the Sadducees. The Sadducees rejected the concept, because it is not explicitly mentioned
in the Torah. The Pharisees found the concept implied in certain verses as shown previously. In addition,
belief in the resurrection of the dead is one of Rambam’s 13 Principles of Faith, and the second blessing of
the Shemoneh Esrei prayer, which is recited three times daily, contains several references to the resurrection.

The psalmist concludes saying, 139:19 O that You would slay the wicked, O God; Depart from me,
therefore, men of bloodshed. 139:20 For they speak against You wickedly, And Your enemies take Your name
in vain. 139:21 Do | not hate those who hate You, O Lord? And do I not loathe those who rise up against
You? 139:22 | hate them with the utmost hatred; They have become my enemies. 139:23 Search me, O God,
and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; 139:24 And see if there be any hurtful way in

me, And lead me in the everlasting way. (NASB, WX D 37 1730 2°27 "WIR) vy | 3998 Yopn-ok  ©°
DOIRIY AW 990 23 [0YIPDN TRnipn KRN | A1 PRIWR-RIYT KD P K2 X3 mam T
1021V 7772 "33 °2 2$V-TI7-OR AR T 08T YT 102 7227 Y1 ORCIRG 20 09 P 002)iRY) The
Aramaic Targum states the following:

Toviyah / Psalms 139:19-24

139:19 If you slay, O God, the wicked man, [then] men who are worthy of the judgment of
death will depart from me. 139:20 Who will swear in your name for deception, taking an oath
in vain, your enemies. 139:21 Do | not hate all those who hate you, O Lord? And when they
rise against you, I am incensed. 139:22 | hate them to the destruction of hatred; they have
become enemies to me. 139:23 Search me out, O God, and know my thoughts; examine me
and know my thinking. 139:24 And see if any way of error is in me; and guide me in the path

of those eternally upright. (EMC, ®0 X°] NPWI? X27R 20U 1327°7 71°°2°7 7°7 TR012 117
n°1% D 70 M 2WAT YO PIOR ANy Y7 MA] av9° 7227 OR 9K MDIRT UM RIN O
197 P21°7 221297 RIX 2303 27330 D2 YT WUXORIN DINXR 0I°N°11] P2y 72207 M1y 20r D
MR DWOW N7 RYAR 197V WM 21 900 1TV M DT IR0 RO X1 00T 2° 1720
7 2RIT DY YIONK?)

David seeks for the Lord to bring justice by slaughtering the men who are worth of judgment and death due
to their wickedness towards God’s people. The unrighteousness of godless men causes the Lord to rise up
against them. The Torah was given to God’s people such that we become holy and separate unto God. As
we live our lives for the Lord according to His Word, we grow in the knowledge how imperfect we are and
the great debt that we owe to the Lord God in heaven. We realize how short we come to keeping God’s
mitzvot (commandments) and seek His help to enable us to do so. Living a righteous life before God in this
world is not unattainable. But we need the Lord to help us to overcome the world and its ways of unrigh-
teousness. The Messiah Yeshua come to show us the way of truth and life. This is why the Torah speaks
so pointedly about this life, the immediate, and concrete ways, practical examples to live our lives for the
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Lord for His glory! Our faith in the Messiah Yeshua leads us to righteousness, holiness, and truth according
to God’s Word. Our abiding in the Messiah should lead us to keeping God’s commands. This is what the
Scriptures teach us found in the life of God’s Messiah and the Messiah’s disciples. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank You Lord for Your mercy and the great work that you are doing in our lives. We believe You are
able to overcome all things, from saving us from our enemies, to the deliverance from sin, and even to work
in our hearts to deeply, truly, and honestly seek you all the days of our lives. We recognize the weaknesses
in our strength and resolve to serve You and to do what is expected, to be humble and to pray and to remain
in Your word. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have the desire to seek You
in prayer and in Your Word, to have faith in Yeshua Your Messiah, and to love our neighbor each day. We
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

skosk sk ok sk sk oskoskosk ok ook ook oskoskoskosk ok sk oskosk sk sk sk ook sk sk sk sk sk ok ook ook sk sk sk ok ok ok 3k

STV QWY WHN o YIRS 11927 1379 1ITRY 1990
Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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