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New Life through the Messiah

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 138:1-8, the psalm opens D178 733 °27-222 97 | 177 X
SADTRR TRY-22-2Y NTII-"D AHNR-2Y 7002V THW-NY ATINY qWTR 22°0-2 MOAwR 2 :7721K 138:1
I will give You thanks with all my heart; I will sing praises to You before the gods. 138:2 I will bow down
toward Your holy temple And give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You
have magnified Your word according to all Your name. (NASB) We praise the Lord for all that He has done
in keeping His words and His promises. The Psalmist continues saying, *¢/93131 12770 “13¥yM "NX7 01°2 A
ST 7922 9973 02 MY 00072 U T ITD-R WY 0D YIR-2272-72 71 T 7 :1V 138:3 On the
day I called, You answered me; You made me bold with strength in my soul. 138:4 All the kings of the earth
will give thanks to You, O Lord, When they have heard the words of Your mouth. 138:5 And they will sing of
the ways of the Lord, For great is the glory of the Lord. (NASB) It is interesting how the nations who do not
have concern for the Word of the Lord, the Psalmist states they will give thanks when hearing His word. The
psalm concludes saying, N ¥ "R 7% 272 | TN-OK T IVTN PO A AN 290 M 072 )
ND-2X 7 WYR 0717 AT00 7T T2 N AT 1A 21w 970 1WA 220K 138:6 For though
the Lord is exalted, Yet He regards the lowly, But the haughty He knows from afar. 138:7 Though | walk in
the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
And Your right hand will save me. 138:8 The Lord will accomplish what concerns me; Your lovingkindness,
O Lord, is everlasting; Do not forsake the works of Your hands.(NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 138

138:1 T will give You thanks
with all my heart; I will sing
praises to You before the gods.
138:2 1 will bow down to-
ward Your holy temple And
give thanks to Your name for
Your lovingkindness and Your
truth; For You have magni-
fied Your word according to
all Your name. 138:3 On the
day I called, You answered
me; You made me bold with
strength in my soul. 138:4 All
the kings of the earth will give
thanks to You, O Lord, When
they have heard the words of
Your mouth. 138:5 And they
will sing of the ways of the
Lord, For great is the glory of
the Lord. 138:6 For though the
Lord is exalted, Yet He regards
the lowly, But the haughty He
knows from afar. 138:7 Though
I walk in the midst of trouble,
You will revive me; You will
stretch forth Your hand against
the wrath of my enemies, And
Your right hand will save me.
138:8 The Lord will accom-
plish what concerns me; Your
lovingkindness, O Lord, is ev-
erlasting; Do not forsake the
works of Your hands.(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 138

138:1 Composed by David. T will
give thanks in your presence, O Lord,
with all my heart; before the judges
I will sing to you. 138:2 I will bow
down before your holy temple, and
I will confess your name, because of
your goodness and because of your
truth; for you have magnified over
every name of yours the utterance of
your praise. 138:3 In the day that I
call, answer me; you have magnified
strength in my soul. 138:4 All the
kings of the earth will give thanks in
your presence, O Lord, for they have
heard the utterance of your praise.
138:5 And they will sing praise on the
pathways of the Lord, for great is the
glory of the Lord. 138:6 For exalted
is the Lord, but he will look on the
humble for good; but he will humble
the proud from heaven afar. 138:7 If
walk in the midst of trouble, you will
keep me alive; you will stretch forth
your hand against the nostrils of my
enemies to destroy them, and your
right hand will redeem me. 138:8
The Lord will pay them back evil on
my account; O Lord, your goodness
is forever, you will not forsake the
works of your hands. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 138

A Psalm for David, of Aggae-
us and Zacharias. 138:1 1 will
give thee thanks, O Lord, with
my whole heart; and I will sing
psalms to thee before the angels;
for thou hast heard all the words
of my mouth. 138:2 I will worship
toward thy holy temple, and give
thanks to thy name, on account of
thy mercy and thy truth; for thou
hast magnified thy holy name
above every thing. 138:3 In what-
soever day I shall call upon thee,
hear me speedily; thou shalt abun-
dantly provide me with thy power
in my soul. 138:4 Let all the kings
of the earth, o Lord, give thanks
unto thee; for they have heard all
the words of thy mouth. 138:5 And
let them sing in the ways of the
Lord; for great is the glory of the
Lord. 138:6 For the Lord is high,
and yet regards the lowly; and he
knows high things from afar off.
138:7 Though I should walk in
the midst of affliction, thou wilt
quicken me; thou hast stretched
forth thine hands against the
wrath of mine enemies, and thy
right hand has saved me. 138:8 O
Lord, thou shalt recompense them
on my behalf: thy mercy, O Lord,
endures for ever: overlook not the
works of thine hands. (LXX)
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In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 138:1-8, the psalm opens 21728 733 °27-222 97 | 177 X
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I will give You thanks with all my heart; I will sing praises to You before the gods. 138:2 I will bow down
toward Your holy temple And give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You
have magnified Your word according to all Your name. (NASB) We praise the Lord for all that He has done
in keeping His words and His promises. The lesson we receive from this speaks of singing praises unto the
Lord and bowing down to God’s holy Temple. David wrote this prior to the construction of the Temple and
what he is explaining to us is that the Temple was not essential for worship to be true and deep and power-
ful. Considering the significance of singing praises, 2 Chronicles 20 speaks of a very unconventional way
the king of Judah approached war with the neighboring nations. According to 2 Chronicles 20, the king of
Judah brought out the singers and musicians to lead his army against the armies of Ammon, Moab, and Seir.
These three kingdoms formed an alliance against Judah. Jehoshaphat, knowing that his own army was no
match for the invaders, turned to the Lord God of Israel for help. He proclaimed a time of prayer and fast-
ing, and people throughout the land poured into the capital to take part. Jehoshaphat prayed saying,

2 Chronicles 20:5-13

20:5 Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the
Lord before the new court, 20:6 and he said, ‘O Lord, the God of our fathers, are You not
God in the heavens? And are You not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? Power and
might are in Your hand so that no one can stand against You. 20:7 ‘Did You not, O our God,
drive out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel and give it to the descendants
of Abraham Your friend forever? 20:8 “They have lived in it, and have built You a sanctuary
there for Your name, saying, 20:9 ‘Should evil come upon us, the sword, or judgment, or
pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house and before You (for Your name is in this
house) and cry to You in our distress, and You will hear and deliver us. 20:10 *‘Now behold,
the sons of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom You did not let Israel invade when they
came out of the land of Egypt (they turned aside from them and did not destroy them), 20:11
see how they are rewarding us by coming to drive us out from Your possession which You
have given us as an inheritance. 20:12 ‘O our God, will You not judge them? For we are
powerless before this great multitude who are coming against us; nor do we know what to do,
but our eyes are on You.” 20:13 All Judah was standing before the Lord, with their infants,
their wives and their children. (NASB)

Jehoshaphat said, ““O Lord, God of our fathers, are You not God in Heaven? You rule over kingdoms and na-
tions, and power and might are in Your hand. None can withstand You.” These words of the king strength-
ened the heart of the people. Then the Spirit of the Lord come upon a man and he spoke the following:

2 Chronicles 20:14-26

20:14 Then in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of
Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, the Levite of the sons
of Asaph; 20:15 and he said, ‘Listen, all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and King
Jehoshaphat: thus says the Lord to you, ‘Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great
multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s. 20:16 “Tomorrow go down against them. Be-
hold, they will come up by the ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the valley in
front of the wilderness of Jeruel. 20:17 “You need not fight in this battle; station yourselves,
stand and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.” Do not fear
or be dismayed; tomorrow go out to face them, for the Lord is with you.” 20:18 Jehoshaphat
bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
fell down before the Lord, worshiping the Lord. 20:19 The Levites, from the sons of the Koha-
thites and of the sons of the Korahites, stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel, with a very
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loud voice. 20:20 They rose early in the morning and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa;
and when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, ‘Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants
of Jerusalem, put your trust in the Lord your God and you will be established. Put your trust
in His prophets and succeed.” 20:21 When he had consulted with the people, he appointed
those who sang to the Lord and those who praised Him in holy attire, as they went out before
the army and said, ‘Give thanks to the Lord, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.” 20:22
When they began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the sons of Ammon,
Moab and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; so they were routed. 20:23 For the
sons of Ammon and Moab rose up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir destroying them
completely; and when they had finished with the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy
one another. 20:24 When Judah came to the lookout of the wilderness, they looked toward
the multitude, and behold, they were corpses lying on the ground, and no one had escaped.
20:25 When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their spoil, they found much among
them, including goods, garments and valuable things which they took for themselves, more
than they could carry. And they were three days taking the spoil because there was so much.
20:26 Then on the fourth day they assembled in the valley of Beracah, for there they blessed
the Lord. Therefore they have named that place ‘The Valley of Beracah’ until today. (NASB)

The king had appointed people to sing before the Lord and before the Army of Judah. The Scriptures say
the praises of God’s people set up ambushes before the enemy to destroy the sons of Ammon, Moab, and
Mount Sier. The king realized how the Lord supports His people during times of calamity and peril. If we
stand before the Lord and cry out to Him in our distress, He will hear us and save us. The king said “We
have no power against this great army that comes against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are
upon You!” The Lord gave a word to the young priest to speak to the people and to the king. The word of
the Lord said “You will not need to fight in this battle,” God’s message through Jahaziel continued saying
“Position yourselves, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, who is with you!”” As a result of these
words, the king and all the people bowed down to the ground in worship. The priests continued to raise
their voices in praise to the Lord. The next morning as the troops made preparations for battle, King Je-
hoshaphat encouraged them. “Believe in the Lord your God, and so shall you be established. Have faith
in His prophets, and so shall you have good success.” When the king decided to have the singers lead the
troops in battle, this demonstrated their faith being put into action as they believed the Lord God of Israel
would fight for them. King Jehoshaphat instructed the singers as they took their position. “Give thanks to
the Lord, for His mercy endures forever.”” They were thanking the Lord God Almighty in advance for the
victory He had promised the day before. The Scriptures say the Lord ““set ambushes against the people of
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated.” The Scriptures do
not specify what those “ambushes” were, but we are told the men of those three invading kingdoms began
to fight among themselves. First the men of Ammon and Moab rose up against those of Seir, and when
they had destroyed them, the two armies destroyed each other. When the army of Judah arrived at a place
overlooking the battlefield, they saw only dead bodies on the ground. No one had escaped. We are then told
Jehoshaphat and his men gathered so many valuables from the bodies that it took them three days to collect
them all. On the fourth day they assembled in the valley and called the valley of Beracah, which means
“the Valley of blessing,” and there they blessed God. Then they returned home with joy, for the Lord had
triumphed over their enemies. This is the fulfillment of the psalm which states, 733 °27-222 77X | 177 X
SANVRR TRY-23-2Y RTNI-"3 THNK-2Y) AT00-2Y TRW-NY ATIRY qWIR 22°0-2 MOAYR 2 :772IK D0
138:1 I will give You thanks with all my heart; | will sing praises to You before the gods. 138:2 | will bow
down toward Your holy temple And give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For
You have magnified Your word according to all Your name. (NASB) We praise the Lord for all that He has
done in keeping His words and His promises. As a result of these things, the fear of God came on all the
neighboring kingdoms when they heard how He had interceded for Judah, and the kingdom of Judah was
quiet because the Lord God had given him rest. This stands as an everlasting testimony to the power of faith
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and faithfulness, prayer and praise. This same power of God is available to us today. Whenever we face a
problem that is too big for us, if we pray in faith and seek Him and His ways, believing upon the promises
God has given us in His Word, we can rest assured the Lord is fighting on our behalf. The act of praise and
giving praise is putting faith into action. The reason being, we praise His holy name because we believe He
answers prayer, even before we see our prayers answered.
The Psalmist continues saying, *3 YI8-"2712-22 711 1790 7 1% "W/H32 °32770 *1yM nXp o2 )

ST 792D 9173 03 AN 00072 1WN) 7 DR WY 138:3 On the day | called, You answered me;
You made me bold with strength in my soul. 138:4 All the kings of the earth will give thanks to You, O Lord,
When they have heard the words of Your mouth. 138:5 And they will sing of the ways of the Lord, For great
is the glory of the Lord. (NASB) It is interesting how the nations who do not have concern for the Word of
the Lord, the Psalmist states they will give thanks when hearing His word. The rabbis in the Talmud Bavli
Kiddushin 31a state the following:

Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 31a
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8 Ulla the Great interpreted a verse homiletically at the entrance to the house of the Nasi.
What is the meaning of that which is written: ““All the kings of the earth shall give You thanks,
O Lord, for they have heard the words of Your mouth™ (Psalms 138:4)? It is not stated: The
word of Your mouth, in the singular. Rather, the verse uses the expression: “The words of
Your mouth,” in the plural. To what is this phrase referring? When the Holy One, Blessed be
He, said: ““I am the Lord your God™ (Exodus 20:2), and, in the same verse: “You shall have
no other gods before Me,” the nations of the world said: He teaches this for His own honor,
as both statements entail respect for God.

PR X2 MWK NIARA? 17T 1T TAR DRI TR DK 720 (R°,0 NINW) MR 1100
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Once He said: ““Honor your father and your mother” (Exodus 20:11), they returned and
conceded the truth of the first statements, which is why the verse uses the plural expression:
“Words of Your mouth,” i.e., all the words of God’s mouth. Rava said: This can be derived
from here: *“The beginning of Your word is truth” (Psalms 119:160). Is the beginning of Your
word truth but not the end of Your word? Rather, from the end of Your word it is apparent to
everyone that the beginning of Your word is truth.
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The Sages raised a dilemma before Rav Ulla: How far must one go to fulfill the mitzva of
honoring one’s father and mother? Rav Ulla said to them: Go and see what one gentile did
in Ashkelon, and his name was Dama ben Netina. Once the Sages sought to purchase mer-
chandise [perakmatya] from him for six hundred thousand gold dinars’ profit, but the key for
the container in which the merchandise was kept was placed under his father’s head, and he
was sleeping at the time. And Dama ben Netina would not disturb his father by waking him,
although he could have made a substantial profit.

The rabbis focus on the words of the mouth of God being written in the plural form as opposed to the singu-
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lar. The kings giving praise to the Lord due to all of His words and not just a few words (commandments, or
NT only) while discarding the rest. This is connected to having no other gods before the Lord God Almighty
in heaven. The rabbis say the Lord teaches us this for His own honor. The reason being, as His people, His
children, we are to bear His testimonies for His glory. This is paralleled to ““All the kings of the earth shall
give You thanks, O Lord, for they have heard the words of Your mouth” (Tehillim / Psalms 138:4) and one
honoring your father and mother (Shemot / Exodus 20:11). Our words and our actions should demonstrate
honor for our parents, as the Lord says if we do so we will live long in the land. In addition, references to
Tehillim / Psalms 119:160 “The beginning of Your word is truth...”” the Lord’s word is truth, and so should
ours be if we are modeling our lives after the Lord God in heaven. The extent of honoring our parents is
paralleled to honoring the Lord God in heaven. A parable is given of a gentile who had the opportunity to
make a large sum of money but out of honor for his father, he did not wake him to get the key to the safe
and so he honored his father being a gentile. The idea is if a gentile is doing this, how much more should
we be living in the same way?

The psalm concludes saying, *200 778 2022 | T2X-0X 197 pIRR 7231 I8 290 7T 072 )
D-2R T OWYD 0PIWY TI90 AT 2TY2 MR AT N AP0 WOWING 77 1WA "R AR 7Y 138:6 For
though the Lord is exalted, Yet He regards the lowly, But the haughty He knows from afar. 138:7 Though
I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of my
enemies, And Your right hand will save me. 138:8 The Lord will accomplish what concerns me; Your lovin-
gkindness, O Lord, is everlasting; Do not forsake the works of Your hands.(NASB) The Psalmist is saying
the Lord takes care of those who are in need, those whom the Psalmist calls *““the lowly.”” On the other hand,
the proud we are told the Lord knows from afar, suggesting that the lowly seek Him in prayer daily, while
the proud do not. David believes the hand of the Lord (His right hand) will raise him up and save him from
his adversaries. The Psalmist concludes asking the Lord to not forsake the work of His hands within the
context of the Lord using him for His purposes. This suggests the Lord has had a hand working in David’s
life. The comments about the Lord accomplishing what concerns him parallels what we read in the book of
Isaiah.

Isaiah 55:3-11

55:3 “Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And | will make an ever-
lasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David. 55:4 ‘Behold,
I have made him a witness to the peoples, A leader and commander for the peoples. 55:5
‘Behold, you will call a nation you do not know, And a nation which knows you not will run
to you, Because of the Lord your God, even the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified
you.” 55:6 Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. 55:7 Let
the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the
Lord, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly par-
don. 55:8 ‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares
the Lord. 55:9 ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than
your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts. 55:10 “For as the rain and the snow come
down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear
and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 55:11 So will My word
be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing

what | desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. (NASB, 22X 1037 A
DN TY 10T DRI T VT00 0210 112 027 ANTRN) DRWRI MM WY V28 10
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The prophet Isaiah calls out to the people of Israel to listen to the Lord (Q2WD3 >N wnw ¥98 1993). Listen-
ing in this case is the word W meaning to hear. Hearing the Lord, actually hearing the Lord means that
one must pay attention to what the Lord is saying. This is paralleled to the everlasting covenant and life.
Note Isaiah suggests this is due to the faithful mercies shown to David, this draws in his merits, and his way
of life as an example to us that we are to always listen to the word of the Lord and to repent when we have
sinned. This is explained in his statement, 55:6 Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while
He is near. 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return
to the Lord, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 55:8
‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. (NASB) Notice
how the Lord allows a certain amount of time for repentance. Once we have passed that time, there is little
hope. The Lord is compassionate and merciful to forgive. The Lord says through Isaiah, 55:10 “For as the
rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making
it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 55:11 So will My word be which
goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without
succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. (NASB) This parallels the Psalmist in Tehillim / Psalms 138:8
when the Psalmist states the Lord will accomplish what concerns him. Ibn Ezra on Isaiah 55:3 Part 2 and
3 states the following:

Ibn Ezra on Isaiah 55:3 Part 2
And your soul shall live. That is, your soul shall live for ever after the death of the body, or
you will receive new life through Messiah, when you will return to the Divine Law.

Ibn Ezra on Isaiah 55:3 Part 3

An everlasting covenant, that will never expire. The sure mercy of David, that is, like the cov-
enant which I made with David and the kindness which I showed to him, promising him my
mercy will | keep for him for evermore, etc. (Ps. 89:29). It is also possible, that by David in
this verse Messiah is meant, who will be of the family of David; as the prophet is sometimes

called Israel for the same reason; and the meaning of 717 >7017 0°2AX177 is in that case: for
the kindness of Messiah is sure. This explanation is supported by the next verse.

Ibn Ezra believes in the afterlife saying the soul will live forever after the death of the body. He also states
that we will receive “‘new life through the Messiah™ when one returns to the Torah. Note how the Torah
and the Messiah are connected. The commentary states ““for the kindness of Messiah is sure. This explana-
tion is supported by the next verse,” 55:4 ‘Behold, | have made him a witness to the peoples, A leader and
commander for the peoples. (NASB) This parallels the NT descriptions of the Messiah Yeshua. We do not
have to doubt who Yeshua is as the Messiah of God and His purpose to lead us in righteousness, holiness,
and truth, and by faith in his life and his merits we have eternal life. If we truly believe this, we will apply
these truths and Yeshua’s way of life to ours, for the glory of God.

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 138 has 2 parts. Reading through the Mid-
rash we will be looking at Part 1 and 2. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 138, Part 1 and
2.
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Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 138, Part 1 and 2

Part 1

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°11n77 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, ““A Psalm of
David. | will give You thanks with my whole heart (Tehillim / Psalms 138:1).”

* The XN°N3 (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Isaiah said, The grass with-
ers, the flower fades (Isaiah 40:7). When these things occur, what should you do?”

 The PWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss what
do you do when the grass withers and the flower fades?

+ The 2Wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 7w (mashal), the rabbis say this
refers to the wicked nations, the Lord will cause our enemies to fade and wither.

» The Concluding phrase says, “Even after death, the Prophets are called gods, as you find it said of
Samuel, | saw gods ascending our of the earth (1 Samuel 28:13). Accordingly, Before the gods will
| sing praises unto You means that even under the weight of the judgments upon us, we will sing
praise unto You.”

Part 2

+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1nn77 27 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “I will bow
down toward Your Holy Temple, and give thanks unto Your name (Tehillim / Psalms 138:2).”

* The XN°N3 (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““As Scripture says, The Lord
has taken away your judgments, He has cast out your enemy; the King of Israel, even the Lord, is in
the midst of you; you will not fear evil any more.”

 The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak of the
enemies of Israel waning away (withering).

* The Swn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2@ (mashal), the rabbis say the
name of the Lord will be glorified because He saves His people, His word comes true!

* The Concluding phrase says, “Hence, it is also written, Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and
our tongue with singing; then said they among the nations, The Lord has magnified to do with them
(Tehillim / Psalms 126:2).”

Midrash Tehillim 138 Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°101:7 12°7) saying, *“A Psalm of David.

I will give You thanks with my whole heart (Tehillim / Psalms 138:1).” The Xni°Nd (Petihta) the homiletic
introduction to the midrash states, “Isaiah said, The grass withers, the flower fades (Isaiah 40:7). When
these things occur, what should you do?”” The midrash begins with grass withering, flowers fading, and
man praising the Lord giving thanks for how He has worked in our lives. This sounds like a description of
growing old gracefully. In Tehillim / Psalms 71, the psalm is permeated with a deep personal understanding
and practical knowledge of the Lord God Almighty. The author of the psalm wrote that he had been taught
of God even from his youth (71:17) which states that he had godly parents. The man knew God as his refuge
(71:1and 7 **strong refuge”), and as his righteous Savior (71:2). The psalmist mentions the righteousness of
God frequently in Tehillim / Psalms 71 (71:2, 15, 16, 19, 24), which illustrates His faithfulness to His own
people in keeping His promises. David calls God his rock of habitation, his rock and fortress (71:3), his
hope and confidence (71:5). The psalmist speaks of God’s mighty deeds (71:16), His strength and power
(71:18), and the great things He has done (71:19). He believes it was the Lord who brought him into trou-
ble and Lord who delivered and restored him (71:20). The God of Israel was his source of comfort in this
trial (71:21). The Lord God had redeemed his soul (71:23). He proclaimed that his mouth was filled with
God’s praise and glory and righteousness all day long (71:8, 22, 23, 24). As this man grew older, he knew
God. Based upon his writings, he had known the Lord for many years and had proved God’s faithfulness
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in a number of previous difficult situations. Because he could see the Lord working in his life, his trusting
in the Lord was not a matter of, ““God, if You exist, whoever You are, if You’re out there | need your help!”
David was not taking a blind leap of faith because he knew his God in a personal, practical, and proven way.

The practical aspect to our faith is found in the Torah.

The entire Midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 138, Part 1

1. A Psalm of David. | will give You thanks with my whole heart
(Tehillim / Psalms 138:1). Isaiah said, The grass withers, the
flower fades (Isaiah 40:7). When these things occur, what should
you do? Then, O you that tell good tidings to Zion, get you up into
the high mountain (Isaiah 40:9). When the children of Israel say,
We are afraid of them that hate us, the Holy One blessed be He,
will answer, They that hate you are become like grass that is, as
long as they were standing, you had reason to fear them, but now
that they had withered the breath of the Lord blows upon it (Isa-
iah 40:7) what have you to fear? Therefore, O you that tell good
tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with strength; lift it up, be
not afraid (Isaiah 40:9). The children of Israel say, when will we
offer praise? When God requites the wicked for their dealing, as
it is said, As you have done, it will be done unto you; your deal-
ing will return upon your own head (Obadiah 1:15). What was
Edom’s dealing? Edom dashed the little ones of Israel against
the rock. For this reason it is said, O Edom, Happy will he be
that takes and dashes your little ones against the rock (Tehillim /
Psalms 137:9). In that hour the children of Israel will give thanks
with all their heart to the Holy One blessed be He, as it is said |
will give You thanks with my whole heart. Thus you learn that as
long as the wicked are in the world, they enslave the children of
Israel and oppress them, so that the children of Israel cannot take
breath to thank God with all their heart. But when the wicked
wither away, then I will give You thanks with my whole heart. Be-
fore the gods will | sing praise unto You (Tehillim / Psalms 138:1)
that is, before the judges of the Sanhedrin, concerning whom it
is said, You will not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of your
people (Shemot / Exodus 22:27). Or, the phrase before the gods
may refer to the Prophets who are called gods, as it is said Moshe,
the man, the god (1 Chronicles 23:14), and as it is also said There
came a man, a god, unto Eli (1 Samuel 2:27). Even after death,
the Prophets are called gods, as you find it said of Samuel, | saw
gods ascending our of the earth (1 Samuel 28:13). Accordingly,
Before the gods will | sing praises unto You means that even under
the weight of the judgments upon us, we will sing praise unto You.

The rabbis ask the question of what should be done when the grass withers and the flowers fade? Rather
than aging gracefully, the rabbis say this refers to the wicked nations, the Lord will cause our enemies to
fade and wither. The rabbis interpret this to say the following:

When these things occur, what should you do? Then, O you that tell good tidings to Zion, get you
up into the high mountain (Isaiah 40:9). When the children of Israel say, We are afraid of them that
hate us, the Holy One blessed be He, will answer, They that hate you are become like grass that is, as
long as they were standing, you had reason to fear them, but now that they had withered the breath of
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the Lord blows upon it (Isaiah 40:7) what have you to fear? Therefore, O you that tell good tidings
to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid (Isaiah 40:9). The children of
Israel say, when will we offer praise? When God requites the wicked for their dealing, as it is said,
As you have done, it will be done unto you; your dealing will return upon your own head (Obadiah
1:15). What was Edom’s dealing? Edom dashed the little ones of Israel against the rock. For this
reason it is said, O Edom, Happy will he be that takes and dashes your little ones against the rock

(Tehillim / Psalms 137:9).

The Midrash has the rabbis calling upon the people to sing praises to the Lord in the midst of her enemies.
The Edomites are said to have dashed the little children upon the rocks in Israel. The sins of the wicked
are said to return unto them, and the same will happen to them. This draws in the concept of doing what is
right as Obadiah states, ““As you have done, it will be done unto you; your dealing will return upon your own head
(Obadiah 1:15).” To live righteously, its fruit, its reward is a life that is filled with joy and peace, and with-
in the context of what we do returning upon our head. This relates to living in righteousness, justice, and
truth, and this is the desirable thing. This also draws in the context of getting old (grass withers and flower
fades) and doing so for the glory of God. This means growing old while bearing His testimonies in a way
that brings glory to His name! This means living and dying in a way that shows others that the Lord God of
Israel is the all-satisfying Treasure that He is. This suggests that we not live in ways that makes this world
look like our treasure instead. Growing old as Isaiah describes the grass withering and the flower fading
means we take whatever strength that we have, and the resources at our disposal to treasure the Lord God
Almighty, our Father in heaven, and His Messiah Yeshua, in the joy of serving others. This is what Paul
meant when he wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:7-8, ““I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righ-
teous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.”
Paul wrote of the reward of the final righteousness that comes to those who love the Lord’s appearing, who
are treasuring Him, and who continue to serve Him with what they have been given. The treasuring of the
Lord God Almighty, His Words, and His Messiah involves the fight that is fought, the finished-race, and the
kept-faith (faithfulness). One example of this is found in Christian history, Polycarp the Bishop of Smyrna
in Asia Minor.

Polycarp was the Bishop of Smyrna in Asian Minor. He lived from about AD 70 to 155. He
is famous for his martyrdom which is recounted in The Martyrdom of Polycarp and found
in Henry Bettenson’s Documents of the Christian Church (Oxford, 1967, pp. 9-12). Tensions
had risen between the Christians and those who venerated Caesar. The Christians were
called atheists because they refused to worship any of the Roman gods and had no images
or shrines of their own. At one point, a mob cried out, “Away with the atheists; let search
be made of Polycarp.” At a cottage outside the city, he remained in prayer and did not flee.
He had a vision of a burning pillow and said to his companion, ““I must needs be burned
alive.” The authorities sought him, and he was betrayed to them by one of his servants un-
der torture. He came down from an upper room and talked with his accusers. “All that were
present marveled at his age and constancy, and that there was so much ado about the arrest
of such an old man” (p. 9). He asked for permission to pray before being taken away. They
allowed it and ““being so filled with the grace of God that for two hours he could not hold
his peace” (p. 10). In the town, the sheriff met him and took him into his carriage and tried
to persuade him to deny Christ, “Now what harm is there in saying ‘Lord Caesar,” and in
offering incense . . . and thus saving thyself?”” He answered, ““I do not intend to do what you
advise.” Angered, they hastened him to the stadium where there was a great tumult. “How
Can | Blaspheme My King Who Saved Me?”” The proconsul tried again to persuade him to
save himself, ““Have respect to thine age . . . Swear by the genius of Caesar . . . Repent . . .
Say, ‘Away with the atheists! [that is, Christians].”” Polycarp turned to the “mob of lawless
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heathen in the stadium, and he waved his hand at them, and looking up to heaven he groaned
and said, ‘Away with the atheists.””” Again the proconsul said, “Swear, and | will release
thee; curse the Christ.”” To this Polycarp gave his most famous response, “Eighty and six
years have | served him, and he hath done me no wrong; how then can I blaspheme my king
who saved me?”” The proconsul said again, “Swear by the genius of Caesar.”” And Polycarp
answered, “If thou dost vainly imagine that |1 would swear by the genius of Caesar, as thou
sayest, pretending not to know what | am, hear plainly that | am a Christian.”” The proconsul
replied, “I have wild beasts; if thou repent not, I will throw thee to them.” To which Polycarp
replied, ““Send for them. For repentance from better to worse is not a change permitted to
us; but to change from cruelty to righteousness is a noble thing™ (p. 11). The proconsul said,
“If thou doest despise the wild beasts | will make thee to be consumed by fire, if thou repent
not.”” Polycarp answered, “Thou threatenest the fire that burns for an hour and in a little
while is quenched; for thou knowest not of the fire of the judgment to come, and the fire of
the eternal punishment, reserved for the ungodly. But why delayest thou? Bring what thou
wilt.”” The proconsul sent word that it should be proclaimed aloud to the crowd three times,
“Polycarp hath confessed himself to be a Christian.” After the crowd found out that there
were no beasts available for the task, they cried out for him to be burned alive. The wood
was gathered, and as they were about to nail his hands to the timber he said, ““Let me be as |
am. He that granted me to endure the fire will grant me also to remain at the pyre unmoved,
without being secured with nails.”” The fire did not consume him, but an executioner drove
a dagger into his body. ““And all the multitude marveled at the great difference between the
unbelievers and the elect.”” (p. 12).

Polycarp ended well, he maintained the faith, he went to his death believing words are synonymous to dis-
obedience, to acknowledge Caesar as Lord would be to blaspheme Yeshua and the Father in heaven. This is
what Paul meant of the reward of the final righteousness that comes to those who love the Lord’s appearing,
who are treasuring Him, and who continue to serve Him with what they have been given. The treasuring of
the Lord God Almighty, His Words, and His Messiah include the fight that is fought, the finished-race, and
the kept-faith (faithfulness).

Midrash Tehillim 138 Part 1 concludes saying, “Even after death, the Prophets are called gods, as you
find it said of Samuel, | saw gods ascending out of the earth (1 Samuel 28:13). Accordingly, Before the gods
will I sing praises unto You means that even under the weight of the judgments upon us, we will sing praise
unto You.” This is the very thing Polycarp did according to the record of his death. He stood still while the
fire burned and the fire did not kill him, so the executioner drove a dagger into his body and he died. Praises
to the Lord go by reason that we are counted worthy to suffer for the Messiah. Acts 5:41 The apostles left
the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. (NIV)
When you suffer for the Name of Yeshua, suffering disgrace, pain, or hardship, do you praise the Lord being
counted worthy to suffer for His Name?

Midrash Tehillim 138 Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°11n77 712°7) saying, ““I will bow down
toward Your Holy Temple, and give thanks unto Your name (Tehillim / Psalms 138:2).”” The XNr1°N9 (Pe-
tihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “As Scripture says, The Lord has taken away your
judgments, He has cast out your enemy; the King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of you; you will
not fear evil any more.” Based upon this interpretation, the judgments of God are found within the enemy
being present to cause harm. The entire Midrash states the following:
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has magnified to do with them (Tehillim / Psalms 126:2).

The Rabbis say the benefit of the covenant relationship with God is ““the King of Israel, even the Lord,
is in the midst of you; you will not fear evil any more.” This causes us to understand that the Lord God is
going with His people, He will be in their midst, He will protect them, and not allow harm to fall upon them.
In the Torah we read of the Lord God of Israel commanding himself and the people to move out and to lead
the nation toward Canaan after having spent time (about a year) at the mountain of Sinai. Note how this
command is not a new command, to lead the people. Note what Moshe says in Shemot / Exodus 33:12 ““Mo-
ses said to the LORD, ““You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,” but you have not let me know whom
you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.””” (NIV) The
phrase “you have been telling me”” suggests that the Lord has been giving Moshe the command to lead Israel
up to the Land of Canaan. The Lord states in Shemot / Exodus 3 “Therefore, come now, and I will send you
to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.”” (NIV) The same command
is reiterated in chapter 32:34 ““But go now, lead the people where | told you.” What is bothering Moshe is
what he is not being told, who will go with him. Here it seems as if Moshe is all alone. His fear isn’t over
Pharaoh or Egypt, but of Canaan and the populations inhabiting Canaan. Take for example in Shemot / Exo-
dus 17 the war with the Amalekites. This war was won only by prevailing prayer, Moshe had uplifted hands
before God praying on behalf of the people. Because of this, Moshe may now have been more aware of the
rebelliousness and waywardness of the people then ever before. In order to conquer the Land, they needed
to be a faithful and praying people. Take Aaron Moshe’s brother, who initially had been a help, comfort,
and encouragement has now become something other than Moshe had hopped in Parashat Ki Tisa having
facilitated idolatry in Moshe’s absence. Having this in mind, it is not surprising Moshe had some reserva-
tions about setting out for Canaan, and it is no wonder he asked the Lord who is going with him as the Lord
had promised. The Lord told Moshe he would send His messenger ahead of Israel into the Land previously.
(Shemot / Exodus 23:20 ““Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to guard you along the way and to
bring you into the place which I have prepared.” NASB) Here in Shemot / Exodus 33:14 the Lord says Him

himself will go with Moshe and the people. (77 N3 1977 °10 AKX And He said, “My presence shall
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go with you, and I will give you rest.””) This is significant because the presence of God includes the power
of God going with His people to overcome evil in the Land, to live righteously before Him, and to walk in
His ways. Without the Lord’s help to do these things it is impossible. This is the point and purpose of the
Messiah coming to show us the way, to lead us in righteousness, and to empower us by God’s Spirit. Rashi
states the following in His commentary regarding this statement:

Rashi on Exodus 33:14 Part 1

1097 %19 R AND HE SAID, MY FACE SHALL GO WITH THEE Understand this as the
Targum renders it: My Shechinah will go — I will no more send an angel with you, but |

Myself will go. 0°15 here has the sense of “Self”” as in (I1 Samuel 17:11) “and that thou go in
the battle in thine own person (7°19)”. (A32W XKR) 7° ,22 P19 MAY I50 DI?PIR DN
77 TN 730)

The term messenger draws in the context of Moshe having doubts as this is related to being a reminder of
Aaron his brother and the failures of the people again and again. Moshe was apprehensive about the Lord
sending a fellow laborer, this messenger. Moshe made the petition , “Now, therefore, | pray Thee, if | have
found favor in Thy sight, let me know Thy ways, that | may know Thee, so that | may find favor in Thy sight.
Consider too, that this nation is Thy people” (Shemot / Exodus 33:13). Moshe asked that the Lord Himself
go with him and Israel because without the Lord guiding, protecting, and sustaining them, all of Israel will
be destroyed. All of these things are related to what the Midrash states “The Lord has taken away your
judgments, He has cast out your enemy; the King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of you; you will
not fear evil any more. In that day it will be said to Jerusalem, Fear you not; O Zion, let not your hands be
slack (Zephaniah 3:15-16).”” We do not have to fear with the Lord dwelling in our midst. However, if we
are living in unrepentant sin, there is much to worry about!

The Midrash goes on to speak of the Lord keeping His promises found in the rebuilding of the Temple.
Midrash Tehillim 138 Part 2 concludes saying, “You have magnified Your name and Your word above all
things (Tehillim / Psalms 138:2). That is, the children of Israel will say to the Holy One blessed be He,
You have made Your name and Your word greater than all the things which You did promise us through the
Prophets. And what did You promise? Not merely And it will come to pass afterward, that | will pour out
My spirit upon all flesh (Joel 3:1); but also, it will come to pass in that day, that the mountains will drop
down sweet wine (Joel 4:18). Hence, Scripture says, Fear not, O land, be glad and rejoice (Joel 2:21).
Wherefore rejoice? Because The Lord will do great things. Hence, it is also written, Then was our mouth
filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing; then said they among the nations, The Lord has magnified
to do with them (Tehillim / Psalms 126:2).”” Note how the Midrash emphasizes the Lord placing His name
and His word about all things. Within the Psalmists words, the rabbis claim are a prophetic message ““You
have magnified Your name and Your word above all things (Tehillim / Psalms 138:2)”" leads to the prophet
Joel.

Joel 2:26-3:2

Ry WN?) XRDTY 02pY ARYTIWR 0°HIR M 0YINY 0n7em viaw) Fiox on7ax
:0299% 2:26 And you shall eat your fill And praise the name of the LORD your God Who
dealt so wondrously with you— My people shall be shamed no more. 2% 2772 °2 DRV
(D) 107 Y WX 7IY 7R 002N 7177 2381 %38 2:27 And you shall know That | am in
the midst of Israel: That | the LORD am your God And there is no other. And My people shall
be shamed no more.” B3 80117 02732 131 272272y MNTNY TIBWN 1270 )
AN NPT 002 19402 NI 3:1 After that, | will pour out My spirit on all flesh; Your
sons and daughters shall prophesy; Your old men shall dream dreams, And your young men
shall see visions. :*[17~N% TIBWR 7237 2222 NINOWI~2¥) 0°72777Y ;1 3:2 | will even
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pour out My spirit Upon male and female slaves in those days.

Note how in the prophet Joel, he states that the Lord will also pour out His Spirit upon the male and female
slaves. (Joel 3:2) This is significant if we consider the slaves, from a Torah perspective, the Lord God Al-
mighty set Israel free from slavery. Who are these slaves? If we remember what is written in the Torah and
in the book of Joshua, those nations that remained in the Land, Israel put them to work as slaves. So what
He may be referring to here is the Lord will also pour out His Spirit on the nations in the last days. This will
then cause ““our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing; then said they among the nations,
The Lord has magnified to do with them (Tehillim / Psalms 126:2).”” The nations will glorify the Lord God
of Israel. To glorify God is related to speaking of his wonders and living as if we believe it. glorifying God
involves honoring His name, praising His name, and worshiping the Lord, to acknowledge His greatness
and giving him honor, particularly in the way we treat others. Stephen, in his final comments before he was
stoned to death for his faith, retold the story of God’s dealings with Israel from the time Abraham left his
country in obedience to God’s command, all the way to the coming of the Messiah, the “Righteous One of
God,” whom the religious leaders had betrayed and murdered. When we speak of God’s work in our lives,
how He saved us from sin, and to overcome sin in our lives by the marvelous works He does in our hearts
and minds every day, we glorify Him before others. The way we live our lives, if we do so according to
His Word, we bear His testimonies before all the world. Even though others don’t always want to hear our
glorifying God, the Lord is pleased when we obey His commands and speak of His mercies each day. The
crowd who heard Stephen hated what he said, covering their ears and rushing at him to stone him. “But Ste-
phen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God” (Acts 7:55). To glorify God is to proclaim His attributes, His holiness, faithfulness, mercy,
grace, love, majesty, sovereignty, power, and omniscience, and telling others about the awesome nature of
the salvation only He can offer. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank You Lord for Your mercy and the great work that you are doing in our lives. We believe You are
able to overcome all things, from saving us from our enemies, to the deliverance from sin, and even to work
in our hearts to deeply, truly, and honestly seek you all the days of our lives. We recognize the weaknesses
in our strength and resolve to serve You and to do what is expected, to be humble and to pray and to remain
in Your word. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have the desire to seek You
in prayer and in Your Word, to have faith in Yeshua Your Messiah, and to love our neighbor each day. We
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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