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Blessing the Lord and What that Means

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 135:1-21, the psalm opens saying, @-NX 1797 | 721990 X
10OV 02 WY 1T 71 20-00 AN0%0 3 APIOR N2 NXO2 M 22 DOTHVY 21 0TaY 1970 M

135:1 Praise the Lord! Praise the name of thé Lubrd, Praise Him, O servants of the Lord 135:2 You Who
stand in the house of the Lord, In the courts of the house of our God! 135:3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is
good; Sing praises to His name, for it is lovely. (NASB) The psalmist speaks of the importance of praising

the Lord for who he is, Creator, Master, Lord, and the One who loves us beyond words can describe. This
is why He showed us the greatness of His love instead. The psalm continues saying, A° 17 902 2py>-2 7
:DOPR-227 1037 M 2173-00 OAY T PR 02 17 :in9307 YR 135:4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for
Himself, Israel for His own possession. 135:5 For | know that the Lord is great And that our Lord is above
all gods. (NASB) He goes on to speak of how the Lord is the Creator and does as he pleases (135:6), He is in
control of natural processes (135:7), He killed the first born of Egypt (135:8), He struck nations (135:10-11),
and He gave as an inheritance the land of Israel (135:12). As a result of these things, we speak of the mighty
works of the Lord to our children, and therefore remembrance of His great deeds are remembered through
all generations (135:13). The psalmist states 277 192 Q137 °2XY 10 Q007 PTY-28) Ay 730 P7-3 7
R N9 009 20°Y 1027 XY 079-79 TV DX 070 Twyn 135:14 For the Lord will judge His people And
will have compassion on His servants. 135:15 The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, The work of
man’s hands. 135:16 They have mouths, but they do not speak; They have eyes, but they do not see; 135:17
They have ears, but they do not hear, Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths. 135:18 Those who make
them will be like them, Yes, everyone who trusts in them. (NASB) Sin has the tendency to make us after its
image because of the intimate nature of sin being found in the deeper recesses of the heart. The Psalm con-
cludes saying, ©° :072 TUA-IYR 72 27WY P 07IND M0 107092 01N-UO-PR AR IR K91 077 20K T
K3 SJ-NY 1992 MY R AT-NN 1302 20 2 D N 1972 TR 12 A3-ng 13702 X o2
S99 09w 19W 19°%n | 73 7972 135:19 O house of Israel, bless the Lord; O house of Aaron, bless the
Lord; 135:20 O house of Levi, bless the Lord; You who revere the Lord, bless the Lord. 135:21 Blessed be
the Lord from Zion, Who dwells in Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 135

135:1 Praise the Lord! Praise the
name of the Lord; Praise Him, O
servants of the Lord, 135:2 You who
stand in the house of the Lord, In the
courts of the house of our God! 135:3
Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good,
Sing praises to His name, for it is
lovely. 135:4 For the Lord has cho-
sen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His
own possession. 135:5 For I know
that the Lord is great And that our
Lord is above all gods. 135:6 What-
ever the Lord pleases, He does, In
heaven and in earth, in the seas and in
all deeps. 135:7 He causes the vapors
to ascend from the ends of the earth;
Who makes lightnings for the rain,
Who brings forth the wind from His
treasuries. 135:8 He smote the first-
born of Egypt, Both of man and beast.
135:9 He sent signs and wonders into
your midst, O Egypt, Upon Pharaoh
and all his servants. 135:10 He smote
many nations And slew mighty kings,
135:11 Sihon, king of the Amorites,
And Og, king of Bashan, And all the
kingdoms of Canaan; 135:12 And He
gave their land as a heritage, A heri-
tage to Israel His people. 135:13 Your
name, O Lord, is everlasting, Your
remembrance, O Lord, throughout
all generations. 135:14 For the Lord
will judge His people And will have
compassion on His servants. 135:15
The idols of the nations are but silver
and gold, The work of man’s hands.
135:16 They have mouths, but they do
not speak; They have eyes, but they
do not see; 135:17 They have ears,
but they do not hear, Nor is there any
breath at all in their mouths. 135:18
Those who make them will be like
them, Yes, everyone who trusts in
them. 135:19 O house of Israel, bless
the Lord; O house of Aaron, bless the
Lord; 135:20 O house of Levi, bless
the Lord; You who revere the Lord,
bless the Lord. 135:21 Blessed be the
Lord from Zion, Who dwells in Jeru-
salem. Praise the Lord! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 135

135:1 Hallelujah! Praise the name of the
Lord, praise, O servants of the Lord! 135:2
Who stand in the sanctuary of the Lord, in
the courts of the house of our God. 135:3
Hallelujah! For the Lord is good; sing to
his name, for it is pleasant. 135:4 For the
house of Jacob the Lord chose for himself,
Israel, for his beloved. 135:5 For I know,
for great is the Lord, and our master over all
gods. 135:6 All that the Lord desires, he has
done in heaven and on earth, in the seas and
all the deeps. 135:7 Who brings up clouds
from the ends of the earth; he made lightning
for the fall of rain, he who brings forth the
storm from his storehouses. 135:8 Who slew
the firstborn of Egypt, from man to beast.
135:9 He sent signs and wonders into your
midst, O Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his
servants. 135:10 Who smote many Gentiles
and slew mighty kings. 135:11 Namely, Si-
hon the Amorite king, and Og, the king of
Mathnan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan.
135:12 And gave their land as an inheritance,
an inheritance for Israel his people. 135:13
O Lord, your name is forever; O Lord, your
memorial is for all generations. 135:14 For
the Lord by his word will judge the case of
his people, and will turn in his compassion
to all his righteous servants. 135:15 The
idols of the Gentiles are silver and gold, the
work of the hands of a son of man. 135:16
They have a mouth, but do not speak; eyes
they have, but do not see. 135:17 They have
ears, but do not hear; nostrils, but there is no
breath of life in their mouth. 135:18 Their
makers will be like them, all who put their
trust in them. 135:19 House of Israel, bless
the Lord! House of Aaron, bless the Lord!
135:20 House of Levites, bless the Lord!
You who fear the Lord, bless the Lord!
135:21 Blessed is the Lord from Zion, who
has made his presence abide in Jerusalem.
Hallelujah! (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 135

Alleluia. 135:1 Praise ye the name of the
Lord; praise the Lord, ye his servants,
135:2 who stand in the house of the
Lord, in the courts of the house of our
God. 135:3 Praise ye the Lord; for the
Lord is good: sing praises to his name;
for it is good. 135:4 For the Lord has
chosen Jacob for himself, and Israel for
his peculiar treasure. 135:5 For I know
that the Lord is great, and our Lord is
above all gods; 135:6 all that the Lord
willed, he did in heaven, and on the earth,
in the sea, and in all deeps. 135:7 Who
brings up clouds from the extremity of
the earth: he has made lightnings for the
rain: he brings winds out of his treasures.
135:8 Who smote the first-born of Egypt,
both of man and beast. 135:9 He sent
signs and wonders into the midst of thee,
O Egypt, on Pharao, and on all his ser-
vants. 135:10 Who smote many nations,
and slew mighty kings; 135:11 Seon king
of the Amorites, and Og king of Basan,
and all the kingdoms of Chanaan: 135:12
and gave their land for an inheritance, an
inheritance to Israel his people. 135:13
O Lord, thy name endures for ever, and
thy memorial to all generations. 135:14
For the Lord shall judge his people, and
comfort himself concerning his servants.
135:15 The idols of the heathen are sil-
ver and gold, the works of men\u2019s
hands. 135:16 They have a mouth, but
they cannot speak; they have eyes, but
they cannot see; 135:17 they have ears,
but they cannot hear; for there is no
breath in their mouth. 135:18 Let those
who make them be made like to them;
and all those who trust in them. 135:19
O house of Israel, bless ye the Lord: O
house of Aaron, bless ye the Lord: 135:20
O house of Levi, bless ye the Lord: ye
that fear the Lord, bless the Lord. 135:21
Blessed in Sion be the Lord, who dwells
in Jerusalem. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 135:1-21, the psalm opens saying, Q@-NX 1797 | #2790 X
109393 WY 1M M 2i0-00 MRYT 3 APIR N2 NINX02 M D22 DOTHYY 2 I 0Ty W M
135:1 Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord; Praise Him, O servants of the Lord, 135:2 You who
stand in the house of the Lord, In the courts of the house of our God! 135:3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is
good; Sing praises to His name, for it is lovely. (NASB) The psalmist speaks of the importance of praising
the Lord for who he is, Creator, Master, Lord, and the One who loves us beyond words can describe. This
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is why He showed us the greatness of His love instead. He did so through His redemption.

Tehillim / Psalms 103:1-5

“Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the LORD,
O my soul, and forget none of His benefits: who pardons all your iniquities...; who redeems
your life from the pit; who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; who satisfies
your years with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle.”

The Lord showed us His love through His Fatherly Compassion.

Tehillim / Psalms 103:10-14

““He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those
who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions
from us. Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on
those who fear Him. For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.”

The Lord showed us His love through His Everlasting Lovingkindness.

Tehillim / Psalms 103:17-18

“But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear
Him, and his righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep His covenant, and who
remember His precepts to do them.”

The Lord showed us His love through His Enduring Righteousness.

Tehillim / Psalms 111:1-4

“Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart, in the company of the
upright and in the assembly. Great are the works of the LORD; they are studied by all who
delight in them. Splendid and majestic is His work; and His righteousness endures forever.
He has made His wonders to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and compassionate.”

The Lord showed us His love by the way He blesses His people who are faithful.

Tehillim / Psalms 112:1-4

Praise the LORD! How blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in His
commandments. His descendants will be mighty on earth; the generation of the upright will
be blessed. Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. Light
arises in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious and compassionate and righteous.”

The Lord showed us his love by His Righteous Works.

Tehillim / Psalms 146:1-8

“Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD while I live; I will
sing praises to my God while | have my being. Do not trust in princes, In mortal man, in
whom there is no salvation. His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his
thoughts perish. How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD his God; who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith
forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets
the prisoners free. The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD raises up those who are
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bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.”

There are many reasons to bring praises to the Lord. Praising the Lord God is what we are called to do first
before anything else according to the Psalm. The reasons for praising the Lord are countless. The Lord
God is worthy to receive our praise, “For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared
above all gods™ (Tehillim / Psalm 96:4), “Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no
one can fathom™ (Tehillim / Psalm 145:3), “I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and | am saved
from my enemies™ (2 Samuel 22:4), “You are worthy, our LORD and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being” (Revelation
4:11). By praising the Lord God in heaven, we are reminded of His greatness! In addition to this, praises
are not limited to a verbal acclamation of God’s glory. We can give glory and praise to our God by the use
of our physical bodies, and by our deeds. This demonstrates the willingness to serve the Lord by our faith
with our hearts, our minds, and our actions.

The psalm continues saying, 31°JTR1 7117 2373-"2 "AY T 2R °3  71:I09a07 ORI @2 99 02 2Py 7
:098-22n 135:4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own possession. 135:5 For
I know that the Lord is great And that our Lord is above all gods. (NASB) As we study the Scriptures, in
the Psalms we read about the various gods that were worshiped in Israel and in the neighboring countries.
Many times we simply gloss right over the mention of them and file them away as the ignorant people
who worshiped everything from animals to falling leaves, just like the Greeks when the Apostle Paul said
speaking to the people on Mars Hill. In order to cover all the bases, they even had an altar to the unknown
god to worship out of fear of incurring divine wrath for not having done so. (Acts 17:23) The point of these
passages is to reveal the sovereignty of the God of Israel over all of creation and even to these false gods the
people have set up which are unable to see, speak, hear, or move. The significance of God’s power and his
being above (greater) than all other gods is illustrated as the psalmist continues saying the following:

Tehillim / Psalms 135:6-13

135:6 Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all
deeps. 135:7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who makes light-
nings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries. 135:8 He smote the first-
born of Egypt, Both of man and beast. 135:9 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O
Egypt, Upon Pharaoh and all his servants. 135:10 He smote many nations And slew mighty
kings, 135:11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, And Og, king of Bashan, And all the kingdoms
of Canaan; 135:12 And He gave their land as a heritage, A heritage to Israel His people.
135:13 Your name, O Lord, is everlasting, Your remembrance, O Lord, throughout all gener-

ations. (NASB, D°X@3 12yn T :NiNiAR-221 022 N o2 7YY A1) var-1WR 93
[RTR-TY DTN D8N DAY 1 IDINEING TIN-RE TYY Wn2 2732 YIRT XD
0°3%7 37171 2271 229 7Y :172Y-2023 Y92 2287 °22IN2 °NYMI NINR | MY v
701 0¥ 0] 20 IR NIDPR 7391 TWRT 2R AW TaRT Tp | 1107 X mny
snt 0 b e i o) By el a2 A a7 P D SRR [V A o 7B Y )

Toviyah / Psalms 135:6-13

135:6 All that the Lord desires, he has done in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all the
deeps. 135:7 Who brings up clouds from the ends of the earth; he made lightning for the fall
of rain, he who brings forth the storm from his storehouses. 135:8 Who slew the firstborn
of Egypt, from man to beast. 135:9 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O Egypt,
against Pharaoh and all his servants. 135:10 Who smote many Gentiles and slew mighty
kings. 135:11 Namely, Sihon the Amorite king, and Og, the king of Mathnan, and all the king-
doms of Canaan. 135:12 And gave their land as an inheritance, an inheritance for Israel his
people. 135:13 O Lord, your name is forever; O Lord, your memorial is for all generations.
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He goes on to speak of how the Lord is the Creator and does as he pleases (135:6), He is in control of natural
processes (135:7), He killed the first born of Egypt (135:8), He struck nations (135:10-11), and He gave as
an inheritance the land of Israel (135:12). As a result of these things, we speak of the mighty works of the
Lord to our children, and therefore His great deeds are remembered through all generations (135:13). The
idea is that these gods are worshiped with the hopes they will protect these nations. The mighty works of
the Lord, and by His great and powerful Name, the psalmist proclaims has given the land of these people as
an inheritance to Israel His people. The Apostle Peter wrote (1 Peter 1:4) the inheritance that we have been
given is an inheritance we have been born “into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This
inheritance is kept in heaven for you.” King David writes, ““Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup;
you make my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful
inheritance” (Tehillim / Psalm 16:5-6). This is why Paul wrote ““we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal’ (2 Corinthians 4:18). When
we understand and value the heavenly glory that awaits us, we are able to endure whatever comes our way
in this life. By keeping our eyes upon the Lord, we are able to give God praise even during trials because
we have His guarantee that we will receive all He has promised, i.e. “For our light and momentary troubles
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all’> (2 Corinthians 4:17).

The psalmist states QT8 7> TWYN 2011 A9 D137 °AXY W 0TI VIAW-OV) Y I P70 T
AR XD 077 00y 1127 X9 07-19 1w 135:14 For the Lord will judge His people And will have com-
passion on His servants. 135:15 The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, The work of man’s hands.
135:16 They have mouths, but they do not speak; They have eyes, but they do not see; 135:17 They have
ears, but they do not hear, Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths. 135:18 Those who make them will
be like them, Yes, everyone who trusts in them. (NASB) The psalmist’s statement that ““the Lord will judge
His people” in the light of modern theologies, do Christians believe God will judge His own people? The
author of the book of Hebrews wrote “For we know Him who said, 10:30 “VENGEANCE IS MINE, | WILL
REPAY.” And again, ‘THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.”” These Scriptural quotes are lifted from
the song of Moshe in Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:35-36 which states, ““Vengeance is Mine, and retribution,
in due time their foot will slip; for the day of their calamity is near, and the impending things are hasten-
ing upon them. For the LORD will vindicate His people...”” (NASB) The book of Devarim / Deuteronomy
speaks about obedience being essential in the life of God’s people. At the time of the writing of the song of
Moshe we find the people consisting of the second generation of the Israelites who came out of Egypt. The
stipulation that was given to the people, they were to not only take the land and remain in it, they also needed
to remain faithful as well. In Devarim / Deuteronomy 32, the LORD through Moshe predicts the future fate
of physical Israel as well as their enemies. The Lord first recounts His faithfulness to His people (32:1-14).
He continues saying Israel would grow fat (32:15), forgetful, and forsake their Rock (32:18). The Lord will
have patience and wait for her repentance, but when the people become unrepentant and unfaithful, when
His lovingkindness and mercy has been exhausted, He promised He would send the armies of Israel’s ene-
mies, the Gentiles to judge the nation (32:25-26). The Lord God of Isracl however would put limits to the
destruction that is brought at the hands of the Gentiles so that they wouldn’t think they had done this to Israel
by their own power. The purpose of this is to preserve the faithful remnant of the people of Israel (32:27).
Moshe then speaks of Israel not learning the lesson from God’s judgments at the hands of the nations. They
are not able to understand the end of their sinful behavior (32:28-29). The very fact that the nations have
the ability to come down upon them with the Lord God protecting them demonstrates their sinful actions,
their idolatry has caused God to lift his protective hand from them. (32:30-33).
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The people of Israel were set apart, sanctified by the commandments. This is repeated today in the daily
prayers. Judgment befell the people who grew fat, forgetful, and who forsook the mercy and grace (lovingk-
indness) of God. The people essentially trampled under foot the blood of the covenant insulting the spirit of
grace that God had given. In a similar manner, today, in the covenant by the blood of the Messiah, we have
to be careful not to be fat in spiritual things that leads to forsaking and forgetting our Rock, our Lord, and
our God. Yeshua the Messiah offered His blood for the purpose of saving us from sin, not so that we might
sin again (or more). Yeshua’s blood was not shed in order to allow us t o continue in sin that grace might
increase (Romans 6:1). This is insulting the spirit of grace that the author of the book of Hebrews writes
about. These things are important because they have bearing upon our eternal life. This is why the author of
the Psalms wrote, 135:15 The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, The work of man’s hands. 135:16
They have mouths, but they do not speak; They have eyes, but they do not see; 135:17 They have ears, but
they do not hear, Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths. 135:18 Those who make them will be like
them, Yes, everyone who trusts in them. (NASB) Sin has the tendency to make us after its image because of
the intimate nature of sin being found in the deeper recesses of the heart. The thing that we truly believe
comes forth and is manifest in our lives. This is why Yeshua said in Matthew 7, by their fruit you will know
them.

The Psalm concludes saying, DPWV 10 073 10 1002 mIN-UH-1XR AR IR X9) o0 ok 1
WY TI-NN 1972 ’]‘?U na 2 :AT-NR 1272 IR N2 M-NR 1072 7'«‘N'lW’ N2 v 092 ova-wR o
990 DU 1Y 19RN | MY N2 RD SAI-NN 1072 717 135:19 O house of Israel, bless the Lord;
O house of Aaron, bless the Lord; 135:20 O house of Levi, bless the Lord; You who revere the Lord, bless
the Lord. 135:21 Blessed be the Lord from Zion, Who dwells in Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! (NASB) What
does it mean to bless the Lord? The Psalmist at the end of Tehillim / Psalms 135 is overwhelmingly focused
on blessing the Lord. There are multiple ways that one may bless the Lord. One is to speak well of His
greatness and goodness and really mean it from the depths of the soul. What David is doing when calling
upon Israel, the house of Aaron, the house of Levi, and all those who revere the Lord to bless the Lord He
is saying that we are to speak of God’s goodness from the inner deepest recesses of the heart. Now blessing
the Lord with the mouth only is called hypocrisy. Yeshua said in Matthew 15:8 “This people honors me
with their lips, but their heart is far from me” quoting from Isaiah 29:13. As God’s people we are called to
righteousness, holiness, justice, and truth. These things are found within the commandments of God, and
the covenant we have in Yeshua the Messiah, the Lord sends His Holy Spirit to dwell within our hearts em-
powering us to overcome sin which has its end goal of obeying the commandments. A popular response to-
day in this post-modern culture is, “The commandments are of little or no value in our society where people
think everything is relative. There are no absolutes for all situations.”” It is also amazing to hear someone
say, “Stealing and lying are not always wrong if these acts benefit a good cause.” Or another one I have
heard people say, “Unfaithfulness in marriage might not always be wrong if the relationship between the
husband and wife is already gone,” etc. These are the kinds of reasoning that people use to justify their sins.
This is the conviction of millions of people in our society today which leads to a very confused society. |
have heard these types of responses come from Christians as well as the confused idea that obedience to the
commandments makes one Jewish, or causes one to pretend to be Jewish, or that the Lord never intended for
the gentile believers to be Jewish, etc under the assumption that obedience to the commandments was only
given to Israel and not the rest of the world. This clearly is not based in the Scriptures (e.g. Isaiah 1-2). This
misunderstanding has led to a majority belief that all one has to do is hold fast to the golden rule, ““do unto
others as you would have them do unto you.”” (Matthew 7:12) The basis for this is found John 3:16, “For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.”” The point is, the relationship between God and his people would always be built on
faith and obedience to the Torah (faithfulness). To state otherwise is inconsistent with what we find written
in Scripture. The reason this is so is because faith is always spoken of within the context of faithfulness in
the Bible. The best way we can be a blessing to the Lord God in heaven is to walk in faithfulness to Him
day by day. Let’s Pray!
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Heavenly Father,

Thank You Lord for Your mercy and the great work that you are doing in our lives. We believe You are
able to overcome all things, from saving us from our enemies, to the deliverance from sin, and even to work
in our hearts to deeply, truly, and honestly seek you all the days of our lives. We recognize the weaknesses
in our strength and resolve to serve You and to do what is expected, to be humble and to pray and to remain
in Your word. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have the desire to seek You
in prayer and in Your Word, to have faith in Yeshua Your Messiah, and to love our neighbor each day. We
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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