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Blessing the Lord and What that Means

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 135:1-21, the psalm opens saying, @-NX 1797 | 721990 X
10OV 02 WY 1T 71 20-00 AN0%0 3 APIOR N2 NXO2 M 22 DOTHVY 21 0TaY 1970 M

135:1 Praise the Lord! Praise the name of thé Lubrd, Praise Him, O servants of the Lord 135:2 You Who
stand in the house of the Lord, In the courts of the house of our God! 135:3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is
good; Sing praises to His name, for it is lovely. (NASB) The psalmist speaks of the importance of praising

the Lord for who he is, Creator, Master, Lord, and the One who loves us beyond words can describe. This
is why He showed us the greatness of His love instead. The psalm continues saying, A° 17 902 2py>-2 7
:DOPR-227 1037 M 2173-00 OAY T PR 02 17 :in9307 YR 135:4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for
Himself, Israel for His own possession. 135:5 For | know that the Lord is great And that our Lord is above
all gods. (NASB) He goes on to speak of how the Lord is the Creator and does as he pleases (135:6), He is in
control of natural processes (135:7), He killed the first born of Egypt (135:8), He struck nations (135:10-11),
and He gave as an inheritance the land of Israel (135:12). As a result of these things, we speak of the mighty
works of the Lord to our children, and therefore remembrance of His great deeds are remembered through
all generations (135:13). The psalmist states 277 192 Q137 °2XY 10 Q007 PTY-28) Ay 730 P7-3 7
R N9 009 20°Y 1027 XY 079-79 TV DX 070 Twyn 135:14 For the Lord will judge His people And
will have compassion on His servants. 135:15 The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, The work of
man’s hands. 135:16 They have mouths, but they do not speak; They have eyes, but they do not see; 135:17
They have ears, but they do not hear, Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths. 135:18 Those who make
them will be like them, Yes, everyone who trusts in them. (NASB) Sin has the tendency to make us after its
image because of the intimate nature of sin being found in the deeper recesses of the heart. The Psalm con-
cludes saying, ©° :072 TUA-IYR 72 27WY P 07IND M0 107092 01N-UO-PR AR IR K91 077 20K T
K3 SJ-NY 1992 MY R AT-NN 1302 20 2 D N 1972 TR 12 A3-ng 13702 X o2
S99 09w 19W 19°%n | 73 7972 135:19 O house of Israel, bless the Lord; O house of Aaron, bless the
Lord; 135:20 O house of Levi, bless the Lord; You who revere the Lord, bless the Lord. 135:21 Blessed be
the Lord from Zion, Who dwells in Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 135

135:1 Praise the Lord! Praise the
name of the Lord; Praise Him, O
servants of the Lord, 135:2 You who
stand in the house of the Lord, In the
courts of the house of our God! 135:3
Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good,
Sing praises to His name, for it is
lovely. 135:4 For the Lord has cho-
sen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His
own possession. 135:5 For I know
that the Lord is great And that our
Lord is above all gods. 135:6 What-
ever the Lord pleases, He does, In
heaven and in earth, in the seas and in
all deeps. 135:7 He causes the vapors
to ascend from the ends of the earth;
Who makes lightnings for the rain,
Who brings forth the wind from His
treasuries. 135:8 He smote the first-
born of Egypt, Both of man and beast.
135:9 He sent signs and wonders into
your midst, O Egypt, Upon Pharaoh
and all his servants. 135:10 He smote
many nations And slew mighty kings,
135:11 Sihon, king of the Amorites,
And Og, king of Bashan, And all the
kingdoms of Canaan; 135:12 And He
gave their land as a heritage, A heri-
tage to Israel His people. 135:13 Your
name, O Lord, is everlasting, Your
remembrance, O Lord, throughout
all generations. 135:14 For the Lord
will judge His people And will have
compassion on His servants. 135:15
The idols of the nations are but silver
and gold, The work of man’s hands.
135:16 They have mouths, but they do
not speak; They have eyes, but they
do not see; 135:17 They have ears,
but they do not hear, Nor is there any
breath at all in their mouths. 135:18
Those who make them will be like
them, Yes, everyone who trusts in
them. 135:19 O house of Israel, bless
the Lord; O house of Aaron, bless the
Lord; 135:20 O house of Levi, bless
the Lord; You who revere the Lord,
bless the Lord. 135:21 Blessed be the
Lord from Zion, Who dwells in Jeru-
salem. Praise the Lord! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 135

135:1 Hallelujah! Praise the name of the
Lord, praise, O servants of the Lord! 135:2
Who stand in the sanctuary of the Lord, in
the courts of the house of our God. 135:3
Hallelujah! For the Lord is good; sing to
his name, for it is pleasant. 135:4 For the
house of Jacob the Lord chose for himself,
Israel, for his beloved. 135:5 For I know,
for great is the Lord, and our master over all
gods. 135:6 All that the Lord desires, he has
done in heaven and on earth, in the seas and
all the deeps. 135:7 Who brings up clouds
from the ends of the earth; he made lightning
for the fall of rain, he who brings forth the
storm from his storehouses. 135:8 Who slew
the firstborn of Egypt, from man to beast.
135:9 He sent signs and wonders into your
midst, O Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his
servants. 135:10 Who smote many Gentiles
and slew mighty kings. 135:11 Namely, Si-
hon the Amorite king, and Og, the king of
Mathnan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan.
135:12 And gave their land as an inheritance,
an inheritance for Israel his people. 135:13
O Lord, your name is forever; O Lord, your
memorial is for all generations. 135:14 For
the Lord by his word will judge the case of
his people, and will turn in his compassion
to all his righteous servants. 135:15 The
idols of the Gentiles are silver and gold, the
work of the hands of a son of man. 135:16
They have a mouth, but do not speak; eyes
they have, but do not see. 135:17 They have
ears, but do not hear; nostrils, but there is no
breath of life in their mouth. 135:18 Their
makers will be like them, all who put their
trust in them. 135:19 House of Israel, bless
the Lord! House of Aaron, bless the Lord!
135:20 House of Levites, bless the Lord!
You who fear the Lord, bless the Lord!
135:21 Blessed is the Lord from Zion, who
has made his presence abide in Jerusalem.
Hallelujah! (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 135

Alleluia. 135:1 Praise ye the name of the
Lord; praise the Lord, ye his servants,
135:2 who stand in the house of the
Lord, in the courts of the house of our
God. 135:3 Praise ye the Lord; for the
Lord is good: sing praises to his name;
for it is good. 135:4 For the Lord has
chosen Jacob for himself, and Israel for
his peculiar treasure. 135:5 For I know
that the Lord is great, and our Lord is
above all gods; 135:6 all that the Lord
willed, he did in heaven, and on the earth,
in the sea, and in all deeps. 135:7 Who
brings up clouds from the extremity of
the earth: he has made lightnings for the
rain: he brings winds out of his treasures.
135:8 Who smote the first-born of Egypt,
both of man and beast. 135:9 He sent
signs and wonders into the midst of thee,
O Egypt, on Pharao, and on all his ser-
vants. 135:10 Who smote many nations,
and slew mighty kings; 135:11 Seon king
of the Amorites, and Og king of Basan,
and all the kingdoms of Chanaan: 135:12
and gave their land for an inheritance, an
inheritance to Israel his people. 135:13
O Lord, thy name endures for ever, and
thy memorial to all generations. 135:14
For the Lord shall judge his people, and
comfort himself concerning his servants.
135:15 The idols of the heathen are sil-
ver and gold, the works of men\u2019s
hands. 135:16 They have a mouth, but
they cannot speak; they have eyes, but
they cannot see; 135:17 they have ears,
but they cannot hear; for there is no
breath in their mouth. 135:18 Let those
who make them be made like to them;
and all those who trust in them. 135:19
O house of Israel, bless ye the Lord: O
house of Aaron, bless ye the Lord: 135:20
O house of Levi, bless ye the Lord: ye
that fear the Lord, bless the Lord. 135:21
Blessed in Sion be the Lord, who dwells
in Jerusalem. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 135:1-21, the psalm opens saying, Q@-NX 1797 | #2790 X
109393 WY 1M M 2i0-00 MRYT 3 APIR N2 NINX02 M D22 DOTHYY 2 I 0Ty W M
135:1 Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord; Praise Him, O servants of the Lord, 135:2 You who
stand in the house of the Lord, In the courts of the house of our God! 135:3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is
good; Sing praises to His name, for it is lovely. (NASB) The psalmist speaks of the importance of praising
the Lord for who he is, Creator, Master, Lord, and the One who loves us beyond words can describe. This
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is why He showed us the greatness of His love instead. He did so through His redemption.

Tehillim / Psalms 103:1-5

“Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the LORD,
O my soul, and forget none of His benefits: who pardons all your iniquities...; who redeems
your life from the pit; who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; who satisfies
your years with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle.”

The Lord showed us His love through His Fatherly Compassion.

Tehillim / Psalms 103:10-14

““He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those
who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions
from us. Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on
those who fear Him. For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.”

The Lord showed us His love through His Everlasting Lovingkindness.

Tehillim / Psalms 103:17-18

“But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear
Him, and his righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep His covenant, and who
remember His precepts to do them.”

The Lord showed us His love through His Enduring Righteousness.

Tehillim / Psalms 111:1-4

“Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart, in the company of the
upright and in the assembly. Great are the works of the LORD; they are studied by all who
delight in them. Splendid and majestic is His work; and His righteousness endures forever.
He has made His wonders to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and compassionate.”

The Lord showed us His love by the way He blesses His people who are faithful.

Tehillim / Psalms 112:1-4

Praise the LORD! How blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in His
commandments. His descendants will be mighty on earth; the generation of the upright will
be blessed. Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. Light
arises in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious and compassionate and righteous.”

The Lord showed us his love by His Righteous Works.

Tehillim / Psalms 146:1-8

“Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD while I live; I will
sing praises to my God while | have my being. Do not trust in princes, In mortal man, in
whom there is no salvation. His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his
thoughts perish. How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD his God; who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith
forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets
the prisoners free. The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD raises up those who are
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bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.”

There are many reasons to bring praises to the Lord. Praising the Lord God is what we are called to do first
before anything else according to the Psalm. The reasons for praising the Lord are countless. The Lord
God is worthy to receive our praise, “For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared
above all gods™ (Tehillim / Psalm 96:4), “Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no
one can fathom™ (Tehillim / Psalm 145:3), “I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and | am saved
from my enemies™ (2 Samuel 22:4), “You are worthy, our LORD and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being” (Revelation
4:11). By praising the Lord God in heaven, we are reminded of His greatness! In addition to this, praises
are not limited to a verbal acclamation of God’s glory. We can give glory and praise to our God by the use
of our physical bodies, and by our deeds. This demonstrates the willingness to serve the Lord by our faith
with our hearts, our minds, and our actions.

The psalm continues saying, 31°JTR1 7117 2373-"2 "AY T 2R °3  71:I09a07 ORI @2 99 02 2Py 7
:098-22n 135:4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own possession. 135:5 For
I know that the Lord is great And that our Lord is above all gods. (NASB) As we study the Scriptures, in
the Psalms we read about the various gods that were worshiped in Israel and in the neighboring countries.
Many times we simply gloss right over the mention of them and file them away as the ignorant people
who worshiped everything from animals to falling leaves, just like the Greeks when the Apostle Paul said
speaking to the people on Mars Hill. In order to cover all the bases, they even had an altar to the unknown
god to worship out of fear of incurring divine wrath for not having done so. (Acts 17:23) The point of these
passages is to reveal the sovereignty of the God of Israel over all of creation and even to these false gods the
people have set up which are unable to see, speak, hear, or move. The significance of God’s power and his
being above (greater) than all other gods is illustrated as the psalmist continues saying the following:

Tehillim / Psalms 135:6-13

135:6 Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all
deeps. 135:7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who makes light-
nings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries. 135:8 He smote the first-
born of Egypt, Both of man and beast. 135:9 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O
Egypt, Upon Pharaoh and all his servants. 135:10 He smote many nations And slew mighty
kings, 135:11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, And Og, king of Bashan, And all the kingdoms
of Canaan; 135:12 And He gave their land as a heritage, A heritage to Israel His people.
135:13 Your name, O Lord, is everlasting, Your remembrance, O Lord, throughout all gener-

ations. (NASB, D°X@3 12yn T :NiNiAR-221 022 N o2 7YY A1) var-1WR 93
[RTR-TY DTN D8N DAY 1 IDINEING TIN-RE TYY Wn2 2732 YIRT XD
0°3%7 37171 2271 229 7Y :172Y-2023 Y92 2287 °22IN2 °NYMI NINR | MY v
701 0¥ 0] 20 IR NIDPR 7391 TWRT 2R AW TaRT Tp | 1107 X mny
snt 0 b e i o) By el a2 A a7 P D SRR [V A o 7B Y )

Toviyah / Psalms 135:6-13

135:6 All that the Lord desires, he has done in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all the
deeps. 135:7 Who brings up clouds from the ends of the earth; he made lightning for the fall
of rain, he who brings forth the storm from his storehouses. 135:8 Who slew the firstborn
of Egypt, from man to beast. 135:9 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O Egypt,
against Pharaoh and all his servants. 135:10 Who smote many Gentiles and slew mighty
kings. 135:11 Namely, Sihon the Amorite king, and Og, the king of Mathnan, and all the king-
doms of Canaan. 135:12 And gave their land as an inheritance, an inheritance for Israel his
people. 135:13 O Lord, your name is forever; O Lord, your memorial is for all generations.
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He goes on to speak of how the Lord is the Creator and does as he pleases (135:6), He is in control of natural
processes (135:7), He killed the first born of Egypt (135:8), He struck nations (135:10-11), and He gave as
an inheritance the land of Israel (135:12). As a result of these things, we speak of the mighty works of the
Lord to our children, and therefore His great deeds are remembered through all generations (135:13). The
idea is that these gods are worshiped with the hopes they will protect these nations. The mighty works of
the Lord, and by His great and powerful Name, the psalmist proclaims has given the land of these people as
an inheritance to Israel His people. The Apostle Peter wrote (1 Peter 1:4) the inheritance that we have been
given is an inheritance we have been born “into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This
inheritance is kept in heaven for you.” King David writes, ““Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup;
you make my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful
inheritance” (Tehillim / Psalm 16:5-6). This is why Paul wrote ““we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal’ (2 Corinthians 4:18). When
we understand and value the heavenly glory that awaits us, we are able to endure whatever comes our way
in this life. By keeping our eyes upon the Lord, we are able to give God praise even during trials because
we have His guarantee that we will receive all He has promised, i.e. “For our light and momentary troubles
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all’> (2 Corinthians 4:17).

The psalmist states QT8 7> TWYN 2011 A9 D137 °AXY W 0TI VIAW-OV) Y I P70 T
AR XD 077 00y 1127 X9 07-19 1w 135:14 For the Lord will judge His people And will have com-
passion on His servants. 135:15 The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, The work of man’s hands.
135:16 They have mouths, but they do not speak; They have eyes, but they do not see; 135:17 They have
ears, but they do not hear, Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths. 135:18 Those who make them will
be like them, Yes, everyone who trusts in them. (NASB) The psalmist’s statement that ““the Lord will judge
His people” in the light of modern theologies, do Christians believe God will judge His own people? The
author of the book of Hebrews wrote “For we know Him who said, 10:30 “VENGEANCE IS MINE, | WILL
REPAY.” And again, ‘THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.”” These Scriptural quotes are lifted from
the song of Moshe in Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:35-36 which states, ““Vengeance is Mine, and retribution,
in due time their foot will slip; for the day of their calamity is near, and the impending things are hasten-
ing upon them. For the LORD will vindicate His people...”” (NASB) The book of Devarim / Deuteronomy
speaks about obedience being essential in the life of God’s people. At the time of the writing of the song of
Moshe we find the people consisting of the second generation of the Israelites who came out of Egypt. The
stipulation that was given to the people, they were to not only take the land and remain in it, they also needed
to remain faithful as well. In Devarim / Deuteronomy 32, the LORD through Moshe predicts the future fate
of physical Israel as well as their enemies. The Lord first recounts His faithfulness to His people (32:1-14).
He continues saying Israel would grow fat (32:15), forgetful, and forsake their Rock (32:18). The Lord will
have patience and wait for her repentance, but when the people become unrepentant and unfaithful, when
His lovingkindness and mercy has been exhausted, He promised He would send the armies of Israel’s ene-
mies, the Gentiles to judge the nation (32:25-26). The Lord God of Isracl however would put limits to the
destruction that is brought at the hands of the Gentiles so that they wouldn’t think they had done this to Israel
by their own power. The purpose of this is to preserve the faithful remnant of the people of Israel (32:27).
Moshe then speaks of Israel not learning the lesson from God’s judgments at the hands of the nations. They
are not able to understand the end of their sinful behavior (32:28-29). The very fact that the nations have
the ability to come down upon them with the Lord God protecting them demonstrates their sinful actions,
their idolatry has caused God to lift his protective hand from them. (32:30-33).
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The people of Israel were set apart, sanctified by the commandments. This is repeated today in the daily
prayers. Judgment befell the people who grew fat, forgetful, and who forsook the mercy and grace (lovingk-
indness) of God. The people essentially trampled under foot the blood of the covenant insulting the spirit of
grace that God had given. In a similar manner, today, in the covenant by the blood of the Messiah, we have
to be careful not to be fat in spiritual things that leads to forsaking and forgetting our Rock, our Lord, and
our God. Yeshua the Messiah offered His blood for the purpose of saving us from sin, not so that we might
sin again (or more). Yeshua’s blood was not shed in order to allow us t o continue in sin that grace might
increase (Romans 6:1). This is insulting the spirit of grace that the author of the book of Hebrews writes
about. These things are important because they have bearing upon our eternal life. This is why the author of
the Psalms wrote, 135:15 The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, The work of man’s hands. 135:16
They have mouths, but they do not speak; They have eyes, but they do not see; 135:17 They have ears, but
they do not hear, Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths. 135:18 Those who make them will be like
them, Yes, everyone who trusts in them. (NASB) Sin has the tendency to make us after its image because of
the intimate nature of sin being found in the deeper recesses of the heart. The thing that we truly believe
comes forth and is manifest in our lives. This is why Yeshua said in Matthew 7, by their fruit you will know
them.

The Psalm concludes saying, DPWV 10 073 10 1002 mIN-UH-1XR AR IR X9) o0 ok 1
WY TI-NN 1972 ’]‘?U na 2 :AT-NR 1272 IR N2 M-NR 1072 7'«‘N'lW’ N2 v 092 ova-wR o
990 DU 1Y 19RN | MY N2 RD SAI-NN 1072 717 135:19 O house of Israel, bless the Lord;
O house of Aaron, bless the Lord; 135:20 O house of Levi, bless the Lord; You who revere the Lord, bless
the Lord. 135:21 Blessed be the Lord from Zion, Who dwells in Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! (NASB) What
does it mean to bless the Lord? The Psalmist at the end of Tehillim / Psalms 135 is overwhelmingly focused
on blessing the Lord. There are multiple ways that one may bless the Lord. One is to speak well of His
greatness and goodness and really mean it from the depths of the soul. What David is doing when calling
upon Israel, the house of Aaron, the house of Levi, and all those who revere the Lord to bless the Lord He
is saying that we are to speak of God’s goodness from the inner deepest recesses of the heart. Now blessing
the Lord with the mouth only is called hypocrisy. Yeshua said in Matthew 15:8 “This people honors me
with their lips, but their heart is far from me” quoting from Isaiah 29:13. As God’s people we are called to
righteousness, holiness, justice, and truth. These things are found within the commandments of God, and
the covenant we have in Yeshua the Messiah, the Lord sends His Holy Spirit to dwell within our hearts em-
powering us to overcome sin which has its end goal of obeying the commandments. A popular response to-
day in this post-modern culture is, “The commandments are of little or no value in our society where people
think everything is relative. There are no absolutes for all situations.”” It is also amazing to hear someone
say, “Stealing and lying are not always wrong if these acts benefit a good cause.” Or another one I have
heard people say, “Unfaithfulness in marriage might not always be wrong if the relationship between the
husband and wife is already gone,” etc. These are the kinds of reasoning that people use to justify their sins.
This is the conviction of millions of people in our society today which leads to a very confused society. |
have heard these types of responses come from Christians as well as the confused idea that obedience to the
commandments makes one Jewish, or causes one to pretend to be Jewish, or that the Lord never intended for
the gentile believers to be Jewish, etc under the assumption that obedience to the commandments was only
given to Israel and not the rest of the world. This clearly is not based in the Scriptures (e.g. Isaiah 1-2). This
misunderstanding has led to a majority belief that all one has to do is hold fast to the golden rule, ““do unto
others as you would have them do unto you.”” (Matthew 7:12) The basis for this is found John 3:16, “For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.”” The point is, the relationship between God and his people would always be built on
faith and obedience to the Torah (faithfulness). To state otherwise is inconsistent with what we find written
in Scripture. The reason this is so is because faith is always spoken of within the context of faithfulness in
the Bible. The best way we can be a blessing to the Lord God in heaven is to walk in faithfulness to Him
day by day. Let’s Pray!
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Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 135 has 2 parts. Reading through the Mid-
rash we will be looking at Part 1, 2, 3, and 4. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 135, Part
1land 2.

Part 1

Part 2

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 135, Part 1 and 2

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n»77 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “The Lord is
great He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 135:5,7).”

The XNr°N5 (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Concerning this verse, Resh
Lakish and Rabbi Johanan differed, Cloud vapors, said Rabbi Johanan, come only from above, for
it is said | saw in the night visions, and behold, there came with the clouds of heaven one like unto
a son of man (Daniel 7:13).”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis parallel the
clouds to the one who comes with the clouds, the Lord God Almighty.

The ?wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?W7 (mashal), the rabbis differ
saying the vapors come from below and not above.

The Concluding phrase says, “Resh Lakish’s view is that as a man says to his friend, Lend me a
measure of wheat, whereupon his friend declares, bring me your basket, so the Holy One blessed be
He, declares to the earth, Bring Me your cloud vapor, and you will receive rain.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°rin57 1127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “The cloud va-
por is called by five names, darkener, maker of meekness, discomfiter, maker of princes, and maker
of visions.”

The XN°NS (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “It is called darkener, because
it darkens the face of the firmament;”

The W7 (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis parallel the
vapor to five things.

The w1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), explaining how
each of these five things are related.

The Concluding phrase says, “maker of princes, because it makes men act in a princely manner
toward one another; maker of visions, because it makes visions appear in he sky, and also makes the
vision of the Holy Spirit rest upon men, as is said, The vision of Isaiah (Isaiah 1:1).”

Midrash Tehillim 135 Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°7107257 012°7) saying, “The Lord is great
He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 135:5,7).”” The Xni°n3 (Petih-
ta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Concerning this verse, Resh Lakish and Rabbi Johanan
differed, Cloud vapors, said Rabbi Johanan, come only from above, for it is said | saw in the night visions,
and behold, there came with the clouds of heaven one like unto a son of man (Daniel 7:13).”” The entire
midrash states the following:
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X 774°0 ;79p P92 29770 waTR | Midrash Tehillim 135, Part 1

T5Yn LA 7 aw nR 199n abn x| 1 The Lord is great He causes the vapors to ascend from the
s 5 5 swom | €NAS Of the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 135:5,7). Concerning this
:;y;; ;Z;;:ij; .;mxn HKPD’L:I N verse, Resh Lakish and Rabbi Johanan differed, Cloud vapors,
! PRADR M 7,1 | 3id Rabbi Johanan, come only from above, for it is said | saw
(3 T 2R°17) XMW *23Y Y 1Y MRV | i the night visions, and behold, there came with the clouds of
,JUN71n ROR D'V PR MR WR% W heaven one like unto a son of man (Daniel 7:13). But Resh
DY LPIRT PR 2OXRWI 77vn naRaw | Lakish said that cloud vapors come only from below, for it is
%0 IR 720w 70X 1A *177 onyT | said He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth.
W7 NV .Y M9 T 9w mama Rabbi :Joh_ar]an’s view is that _Goq s giving of_ the vapors is like
o XD T 1A VIRY TR WD a man’s giving a b_ottle of wine in its contf';une_r to his friend.
Resh Lakish’s view is that as a man says to his friend, Lend me a
7"2PR IR T2 ,TN9P X227 27K LTV | measure of wheat, whereupon his friend declares, bring me your
.Un 93P 711V NPR PIRY | basket, so the Holy One blessed be He, declares to the earth,

Bring Me your cloud vapor, and you will receive rain.

The Midrash opens on Tehillim / Psalms 135:5,7 where the Masoretic text states, -2 "A¥T) "IX %2 71
:0O9R-221 137X M 9173 135:5 For | know that the Lord is great And that our Lord is above all gods.
(NASB) and :1DINLING MIN-XYID TWY 1077 D012 YIND A%PR O°XWI 7797 T 135:7 He causes the vapors
to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His
treasuries. (NASB) and the Aramaic Targum states, :2°778 23 9¥ R1112°71 717 27 21X N°VT° RIX 21K 7
135:5 For | know, for great is the Lord, and our master over all gods. (EMC) and XYIR 907 1711V 220107 1
P97 R29920IN0 11 ROYT PYONT 72V R0 NAPAY P02 135:7 Who brings up clouds from the ends of the
earth; he made lightning for the fall of rain, he who brings forth the storm from his storehouses. (EMC) The
Midrash speaks of the clouds, the glory of God, and the son of man who comes upon the clouds. (Daniel
7:13 ‘1 kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was
coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. NASB) Because the Psalms
speaks of the clouds ascending from the earth, and Daniel speaking of the son of man coming with the
clouds from heaven, there is a disagreement between interpretations on which way the clouds are ascend-
ing? The commentary Rabbeinu Bahya on Shemot / Exodus 35:27 Part 2 states the following:

Rabbeinu Bahya, Shemot / Exodus 35:27 Part 2

YORT 7¥Pn, “He makes the clouds rise from the end of the earth.”” The clouds of glory were
contributed by G’d Himself (descending to Moses’ tent), completing all that was needed to
make the Tabernacle operational.

This commentary states the clouds of glory were attributed to the Lord God Almighty Himself. He says the
clouds descended and did not ascend per what Rabbi Resh Lakish is saying in Midrash Tehillim. The glory
of God descends upon mankind and not the other way around.

Midrash Tanchuma, Chayei Sara 4:2

clothing (Prov. 31:25) alludes to the clouds of glory that encircled her tent. She openeth her
mouth with wisdom (ibid. 39:26). When was that? When she said to Abraham: Go, | pray
thee, unto thy handmaid

Here in Midrash Tanchuma, the rabbis describe clothing as the clouds of glory that encircled Sarah’s tent.

The basic concept here is the glory of God has been given to God’s people via the commandments. The
glory of God is found within His righteousness, holiness, justice, and truth. The Lord commanded His peo-
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ple to the same, we are called to encircle out lives with the clouds of glory, the Torah (instructions) of God.
Revelation 19 speaks of the people of God being clothed in white robes which is paralleled to the righteous
deeds of the people. The commands of God are a very important aspect in the lives of God’s people.

Contemporary Halakhic Problems, Vol VI, Chapter 3 In the Wake of Birkat ha Hammah
5769 32

Rambam declares that it is not belief in the existence of God or of His majesty and glory on
the basis of faith that constitutes fulfillment of the commandment “And you shall love the
Lord your God

Rambam speaks of having faith and having a simple belief in the existence of God. He says just having faith
in the existence of God or of His majesty and glory do not constitute the fulfillment of the commandment
*““and you shall love the Lord your God.”” Loving God involves actually doing something and not just about
changing our minds or thinking in a particular way. The biblical descriptions of faith is not simply about just
believing in God and His Messiah. This is why our relationship with the Lord God is always paralleled to
that of a marriage covenant between a husband and wife. The true test of faith is found in the way in which
we treat our family and friends. Faith is connected to faithfulness, the putting of our faith into action. This
is paralleled to what is written in the commentary Sefer HaChinukh 292:2.

Sefer HaChinukh 292:2

The glory of the [Temple] is from the roots of the commandment; and as | wrote in the nega-
tive commandment that a blemish not be placed on consecrated animals, in this Order (Sefer
HaChinukh 287).

The rabbis say the glory of the Temple is from the roots of the commandment. This is paralleled also to what
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:9-23.

1 Corinthians 3:9-23

3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 3:10 According to
the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder 1 laid a foundation, and
another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 3:11 For no man
can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 3:12 Now if any
man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 3:13 each
man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire,
and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 3:14 If any man’s work which he
has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 3:15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 3:16 Do you not know that you
are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 3:17 If any man destroys the
temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he
must become foolish, so that he may become wise. 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is fool-
ishness before God. For it is written, “He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness’;
3:20 and again, ‘The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless.” 3:21 So
then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you, 3:22 whether Paul or Apollos or
Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to
you, 3:23 and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. (NASB)

Note how the rabbinic commentary states the glory of the Temple of God is found in the root of the com-
mandment of God. Paul in a similar manner wrote that we are God’s field meaning that the Lord is plangting
in us something that is to grow to produce fruit. Paul then states our bodies are the Temple of God because
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the Spirit of God dwells within us. He states, 3:17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy
him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. (NASB) We are called holy, set apart, and there-
fore holiness is a requirement for God’s people. The author of Hebrews wrote ““Without holiness no one can
see God.” (Hebrews 12:14) We are made holy in the commandments through the practice of holiness and
in the Messiah Yeshua. As we mature in the faith holiness increases because we learn how to apply God’s
Word to our lives. To be holy means that we are set apart for honorable use. Paul writes

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

6:9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not
be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homo-
sexuals, 6:10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will
inherit the kingdom of God. 6:11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our
God. (NASB)

Titus 3:3-6

3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts
and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 3:4 But
when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 3:5 He saved us,
not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 3:6 whom He poured out
upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, (NASB)

Note that salvation is not based upon the deeds, but upon the Lord God who moves in the heart of the one
who obeys His commandments. This illustrates for us how the Lord has pulled us out of our former life-
style, and cleansed us and set us apart for righteousness. Paul also wrote elsewhere (Romans 12:2) that
we have been set apart as holy, set apart from this world for godliness. It is our faith in the Messiah that
begins this pursuit of holiness in our lives to walk in God’s ways. The Lord God Almighty, our Father in
heaven, sets us in a state of holiness in His Son Yeshua the Messiah, and then we are put upon the path of
practical holiness something of which we must actively pursue. The Lord expects us to cultivate a lifestyle
of holiness (1 Peter 1:14-16) and commands us to ““cleanse ourselves of all defilement of flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1) What Paul is saying about bringing holiness to
“perfection” means that we should be increasing in spiritual fruitfulness every day. We consider ourselves
dead to sin (Romans 6:11), and refuse to turn back to our former lifestyles. We take the commandments of
God and apply them to our lives and it is in this way we ““cleanse ourselves from what is dishonorable,”
becoming vessels for “honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master for every good work.” (see 2
Timothy 2:21) Holiness is the mark of every true believer (see 1 John 3:9-10).

Midrash Tehillim 135 Part 1 concludes saying, ““Resh Lakish’s view is that as a man says to his friend,
Lend me a measure of wheat, whereupon his friend declares, bring me your basket, so the Holy One blessed
be He, declares to the earth, Bring Me your cloud vapor, and you will receive rain.” The parallel here is to
the man who needs a measure of wheat. He goes to his friend and asks, and his friend asks him to bring a
basket. This represents the one who seeks must do something in order to receive. This represents the com-
mandments, though we fail we are trying and striving for the righteousness of God in pursuit of His holiness.
The rabbinic response is that ““the Holy One blessed be He speaks to the earth to bring your cloud and you
will receive rain.” In the midrash, the cloud represents the glory of God which is found in His command-
ments.

Midrash Tehillim 135, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°1ini57 712°7) saying, “The cloud vapor
is called by five names, darkener, maker of meekness, discomfiter, maker of princes, and maker of visions.”
The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “It is called darkener, because it
darkens the face of the firmament;” The entire midrash states the following:
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2 1290 779R PRD 2N waTk | Midrash Tehillim 135, Part 2

NWI TR 7V 2y 12 W minw mwnn 2| 2. The cloud vapor is called by five names, darkener, maker of
IPAT 10 DR 229n XYW 2 LT meekness, discomfiter, make_r of princes, and maker of yisions. It
NI TV 0P *9YR N0 R T is calleo_l darkener, bgca_use it _darkens the face of the firmament;

' : ' discomfiter, because it discomfits speculators; maker of meekness,
2R 9Y 19K DY M"M2T DR AW pecause it makes men meek toward one another; maker of princ-
OXW1 NP3 AwIy XIaW DX°WI | es, because it makes men act in a princely manner toward one
NaPIa W XY T PR DY 19 | another; maker of visions, because it makes visions appear in he
N30 5y wIpn mA mwn yepaa | SKy, and also makes the vision of the Holy Spirit rest upon men, as

(R X VL) WPYWS TR KT is said, The vision of Isaiah (Isaiah 1:1).

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis parallel the vapor

to five things. The ?wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 9w (mashal), explaining
how each of these five things are related. The midrash opens saying the cloud vapor is called by five names:

Darkener

Maker of meekness
Discomfiter

Maker of princes
Maker of visions

Nk =

The rabbis say the cloud is called “darkener, because it darkens the face of the firmament; discomfiter, be-
cause it discomfits speculators; maker of meekness, because it makes men meek toward one another; maker
of princes, because it makes men act in a princely manner toward one another; maker of visions, because it
makes visions appear in he sky, and also makes the vision of the Holy Spirit rest upon men, as is said, The
vision of Isaiah (Isaiah 1:1).”” The cloud represents the glory of God which is said to do all of these things.
The point appears to be the humbling of man before God through His power and His glory. Paul wrote
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to
work for his good pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12-13) Here we see cooperation between God and His people
in the sanctification process. We ““work out” what the Lord God ““‘works in us,” because the Lord has a
time-line for what He plans to cultivate in our lives. Our responsibility is to yield to His plan and working
out with focused attention and great care those things that He is causing to grow in us. Holiness will not
be brought to completion in our lives with no effort on our part. We are told the Lord will carry us on ea-
gles wings (Shemot / Exodus 19:4). Though we are told this, we will not be carried to the skies on flowery
beds of ease. The hard choices come by the leading of the Spirit of God (Galatians 5:16-18) and making
the decision to obey His commandments. The flesh is weak (Mark 14:38) and so we will not reach sinless
perfection in the olam hazeh, but the Lord God has made provision for our sin. “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9). The
Lord God helps us in our weakness by giving us His Holy Spirit who speaks to us to be mindful of holiness,
righteousness, justice, and truth which enables us to carry out His will on earth (1 Corinthians 2:14-16,
Philippians 2:13). When we yield our lives to the Spirit, we begin to produce fruit yielding a harvest with
which God is well pleased (Galatians 5:22-23). These things as they are related to the commands of God
are that we are to offer our lives back to the Lord who has redeemed us. We surrender our lives to God’s
ways in righteousness and holiness because this is to our benefit (see Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:13).

Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:12-17
10:12 *Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the Lord your
God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your
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heart and with all your soul, 10:13 and to keep the Lord’s commandments and His statutes
which I am commanding you today for your good? 10:14 ‘Behold, to the Lord your God be-
long heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. 10:15 “Yet on your fathers
did the Lord set His affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after them, even
you above all peoples, as it is this day. 10:16 ‘So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck
no longer. 10:17 ‘For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great,
the mighty, and the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe. (NASB)

Because of God’s mercies we have the opportunity to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing
to the Lord (Romans 12:1).

Midrash Tehillim 135 Part 2 concludes saying, “maker of princes, because it makes men act in a prince-
ly manner toward one another; maker of visions, because it makes visions appear in he sky, and also makes
the vision of the Holy Spirit rest upon men, as is said, The vision of Isaiah (Isaiah 1:1).”” Note how the Lord
causes His Spirit to rest upon men. This has the effect of making men to act in a princely manner towards
one another. The princely state involves status, size, and wealth. If we consider the one whom we serve
and the place in which He establishes us making us to be kings and priests (Revelation 1:6), the Lord has
given us status, size, and great wealth. The word prince denotes a military leader or commander, where in
Hebrews 2:10 Yeshua is said to be made the captain of our salvation who was perfected through sufferings.
As a captain or commander, he leads us in the way of righteousness, holiness, justice, and truth. Yeshua is
called the prince of life, he was not the one who destroyed life but gives life abundantly to those who ask.
Yeshua our Lord is the giver of eternal life (John 10:28), we are told in Him was and is life in its fullest and
in the widest sense, physical, intellectual, moral, and spiritual. He takes our world and turns it upside down
discomfiting what is deeply rooted in our hearts. He makes us to be princes, to be meek, and this title which
was given to the Messiah where ““the Lord God had glorified his Servant Yeshua,” the Lord also does this
to us His servants for His glory and so we will bear His testimonies according to His commandments. Let’s
Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank You Lord for Your mercy and the great work that you are doing in our lives. We believe You are
able to overcome all things, from saving us from our enemies, to the deliverance from sin, and even to work
in our hearts to deeply, truly, and honestly seek you all the days of our lives. We recognize the weaknesses
in our strength and resolve to serve You and to do what is expected, to be humble and to pray and to remain
in Your word. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have the desire to seek You
in prayer and in Your Word, to have faith in Yeshua Your Messiah, and to love our neighbor each day. We
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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