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פרשת
ויצא 

Parashat Vayetze

Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-32:2, Hosea 12:12-14:10
Matthew 3:13-4:11

Doing something wrong in order to make something 
right

 At the end of Parashat Toldot we read, in Bereshit / Genesis 28:6, 
ה ם אִשָּׁ֑ חַת־ל֥וֹ מִשָּׁ֖ ם לָקַֽ נָהֽ אֲרָ֔ ךְ יצְִחָק֮ אֶתֽ־יעֲַקבֹ֒ וְשִׁלַּ֤ח אתֹוֹ֙ פַּדֶּ֣ ו כִּיֽ־בֵרַ֣  וַיַּרְ֣א עֵשָׂ֗
ה מִבְּנ֥וֹת כְּנָעַֽן׃ ח אִשָּׁ֖ ר לֹֽא־תִקַּ֥ ֹ֔ ו עָלָיו֙ לֵאמ  When Esau 28:6 בְּבָרֲכ֣וֹ אתֹ֔וֹ וַיצְַ֤
saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him off to Paddan-aram 
to take a wife from there, charging him, as he blessed him, “You shall 
not take a wife from among the Canaanite women,” (NASB)  Abraham 
blessed Jacob knowing full well he had stollen his brothers blessing.  
Rashbam on Bereshit / Genesis 28:6 Part 1 states the following, וירא 
 עשו כי ברך יצחק את יעקב - בברכות אחרונות הללו נתן לו את ארץ כנען
 שניתנה לאברהם וגם אמר לו לקחת אשה ממשפחתו וגם צווהו שלא לקחת
מבנות כנען, חשב עשו בלבו מה שנשאתי מבנות כנען גזל ממני ברכת אב־
 רהם ולקח את בת ישמעאל ממשפחת אברהם, חשב בלבו שמא מעתה אזכה
 Esau realized that in ,וירא עשו כי ברך" יצחק את יעקב לנחלת אברהם.
the blessings which Yitzchok had given Yaakov the land of Canaan as 
his heritage had been included, and that Yitzchok also had given Yaa-
kov specific instructions to get a wife from amongst the daughters of 
Laban, the brother of his mother, and on no account to marry a local 
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Canaanite girl. Esau therefore arrived at the conclusion that he had 
been deprived of his share in the land of Canaan as a penalty for hav-
ing married Canaanite girls and that this was the reason why Yaakov 
had been successful in stealing the blessing of Avraham from him. He 
therefore decided to marry into Avraham’s family, i.e. a descendant of 
Ishmael. He thought to himself that perhaps by doing this he would 
restore his claim to Avraham’s heritage.”  Rashbam may be giving 
Esau the benefit of the doubt by seeking to marry into the blessings of 
Abraham through his children (Ishmael).  Rashbam states Esau saw 
that Isaac had blessed his brother and in his dad’s specific instructions 
he was not to take a wife from the people of Canaan.  Was this how he 
justified marrying the daughters of Ishmael.  The interesting point is 
Esau did not understand the word of the Lord or the covenant the Lord 
desired for His people.  Esau was essentially doing something wrong in 
order to make something right due to his past mistakes.  Because he did 
not know or understand the Word of God, the effect was to cause fur-
ther harm in his relationship with his family and with God.  How often 
do you think this happens today due to not understanding the word of 
the Lord or the covenant?  I feel this is a major problem in the sense of 
the teaching of a doctrine only as opposed to teaching what is taught in 
Scripture.  Most assume all one has to do is have faith.  The one thing 
that is not taught is the importance of faithfulness and how this effects 
our relationship with the Lord and our prayers being answered.  We can 
see according to Tehillim / Psalms 66:18, if believers “regard wicked-
ness” in their hearts, then the Lord will not hear their prayers.  In other 
words, the Lord will not answer their prayers.  However, when we pray 
for forgiveness and are repentant, the Lord hears and forgives.  Sin hin-
ders prayer.  James also tells us in James 4:3 that wrong motives also 
hinder prayer.  Mishley / Proverbs 1:28-29 tells us the Lord God will 
not answer those who hate His knowledge and do not fear him.  The 
person who willfully abides in sin is not choosing to fear the Lord.  The 
Lord will not hear him and his prayers will be hindered.  These things 
are connected to doing something wrong in order to make something 
right as Esau is demonstrating marrying the daughters of Ishmael.  Is it 
possible to live in unfaithfulness and not even know it?  
 Have you ever felt that when you pray the Lord God ignores your 
prayers, or, do you feel as if your prayers bounce off the ceiling?  We 
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have been told that the Lord knows what we need even before we ask.  
(Matthew 6:8)  If the Lord already knows what we want, why is prayer 
necessary in the first place?  Why do we need to pray?  If we are seri-
ous about our faith, then prayer is an essential part of our lives and 
our relationship with the Lord.  Do you believe praying in the name of 
Jesus guarantees your prayers are heard and answered?  Is this what we 
are taught according to the Scriptures?  King Solomon said in Mishley 
/ Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked, But He hears the 
prayer of the righteous. (NASB)  Based upon Solomon’s assessment, 
if we are living in sin, the Lord will not hear our prayers. (Remember 
David’s opinion on this in Tehillim / Psalms 66:18)  It is important to 
understand that the Lord is always in the process of teaching us.  When 
life is suddenly full of inconveniences being thrown our way, stop and 
ask, “Is the Lord trying to get my attention?”  When the problems 
are larger than minor inconveniences i.e. an auto accident or financial 
stress, then the Lord God may be calling out to us on a different level 
saying there is something deep within that you need to rectify.   Con-
sider the words of the Apostle James and Peter; James 5:16 Therefore, 
confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish 
much. (NASB) and  1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil. (KJV)  Based upon these Scriptures, 
is there more to the Lord hearing our prayers than simply speaking to 
Him?  In this week’s Torah Portion, it appears as if Jacob very carefully 
chose his path based upon his faith for a place to rest and lay down 
to sleep. (Bereshit / Genesis 28:1, ֹא   וַיּקְִרָא יצְִחָק אֶל-יעֲַקבֹ וַיבְָרֶךְ אתֹו 
ה מִבְּנוֹת כְּנעַָן:  As a result, he met with God  (וַיצְַוֵּהוּ וַיּאֹמֶר לוֹ לֹא-תִקַּח אִשָּׁ
and the Lord confirmed the covenant He had sworn to his fathers, Abra-
ham and Isaac.  The key to hearing from the Lord was founded upon 
his faithfulness to the covenant of God that is related to his walking in 
God’s ways.  Does this remain an important aspect of our lives today in 
Yeshua the Messiah?
 This week we are looking at Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-19.

Bereshit / Genesis 28:10-19
28:10 Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went 
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toward Haran. 28:11 He came to a certain place and 
spent the night there, because the sun had set; and he 
took one of the stones of the place and put it under his 
head, and lay down in that place. 28:12 He had a dream, 
and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top 
reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 28:13 And behold, the 
Lord stood above it and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God 
of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land 
on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your de-
scendants. 28:14 ‘Your descendants will also be like the 
dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west 
and to the east and to the north and to the south; and 
in you and in your descendants shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed. 28:15 ‘Behold, I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back 
to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.’ 28:16 Then Jacob awoke 
from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place, 
and I did not know it.’ 28:17 He was afraid and said, 
‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ 28:18 So 
Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that 
he had put under his head and set it up as a pillar and 
poured oil on its top. 28:19 He called the name of that 
place Bethel; however, previously the name of the city 
had been Luz. (NASB)

  י   וַיּצֵֵא יעֲַקבֹ מִבְּאֵר שָׁבַע וַיּלֵֶךְ חָרָנהָ: יא   וַיּפְִגַּע בַּמָּקוֹם
מֶשׁ וַיּקִַּח מֵאַבְניֵ הַמָּקוֹם וַיּשֶָםֹ מְרַאֲשׁתָֹיו  וַיּלֶָן שָׁם כִּי-בָא הַשֶּׁ
אַרְצָה מֻצָּב  סֻלָּם  וְהִנּהֵ  וַיּחֲַלֹם  יב    הַהוּא:  בַּמָּקוֹם   וַיּשְִׁכַּב 
מָימְָה וְהִנּהֵ מַלְאֲכֵי אֱלֹהִים עלִֹים וְירְֹדִים בּוֹ:  וְראֹשׁוֹ מַגִּיעַ הַשָּׁ
 יג   וְהִנּהֵ יהְוָֹה נצִָּב עָלָיו וַיּאֹמַר אֲניִ יהְוָֹה אֱלֹהֵי אַבְרָהָם אָבִיךָ
 וֵאלֹהֵי יצְִחָק הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר אַתָּה שׁכֵֹב עָלֶיהָ לְךָ אֶתְּננֶּהָ וּלְזרְַעֶךָ:
יד   וְהָיהָ זרְַעֲךָ כַּעֲפַר הָאָרֶץ וּפָרַצְתָּ ימָָּה וָקֵדְמָה וְצָפנֹהָ וָנגְֶ־
 בָּה וְנבְִרְכוּ בְךָ כָּל-מִשְׁפְּחתֹ הָאֲדָמָה וּבְזרְַעֶךָ: טו   וְהִנּהֵ אָנכִֹי
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עִמָּךְ וּשְׁמַרְתִּיךָ בְּכלֹ אֲשֶׁר-תֵּלֵךְ וַהֲשִׁבתִֹיךָ אֶל-הָאֲדָמָה הַזּאֹת
כִּי לֹא אֶעֱזבְָךָ עַד אֲשֶׁר אִם-עָשִיֹתִי אֵת אֲשֶׁר-דִּבַּרְתִּי לָךְ: טז
נתָוֹ וַיּאֹמֶר אָכֵן ישֵׁ יהְוָֹה בַּמָּקוֹם הַזּהֶ וְאָנכִֹי וַיּיִקַץ יעֲַקבֹ מִשְּׁ
לֹא ידָָעְתִּי: יז   וַיּיִרָא וַיּאֹמַר מַה-נּוֹרָא הַמָּקוֹם הַזּהֶ אֵין זהֶ כִּי
מָיםִ: יח   וַיּשְַׁכֵּם יעֲַקבֹ בַּבּקֶֹר אִם-בֵּית אֱלֹהִים וְזהֶ שַׁעַר הַשָּׁ
וַיּקִַּח אֶת-הָאֶבֶן אֲשֶׁר-שָםֹ מְרַאֲשׁתָֹיו וַיּשֶָםֹ אתָֹהּ מַצֵּבָה וַיּצִקֹ
שֶׁמֶן עַל-ראֹשָׁהּ: יט   וַיּקְִרָא אֶת-שֵׁם-הַמָּקוֹם הַהוּא בֵּית-אֵל

וְאוּלָם לוּז שֵׁם-הָעִיר לָרִאשׁנֹהָ:

 In these verses we are told how Jacob recognized the awesome-
ness of this place in which he had laid down. (יז   וַיּיִרָא וַיּאֹמַר מַה-נּוֹרָא
מָיםִ: הַשָּׁ שַׁעַר  וְזהֶ  אֱלֹהִים  אִם-בֵּית  כִּי  זהֶ  אֵין  הַזּהֶ   He was 28:17 הַמָּקוֹם 
afraid and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ NASB)  This seems to 
be apparent in the way in which the MT speaks about His choice to stop 
for the night in Bereshit / Genesis 28:11 which states the following: 
יו אֲשׁתָֹ֑ מֶשׁ וַיּקִַּח֙ מֵאַבְנֵ֣י הַמָּק֔וֹם וַיָּ֖שֶׂם מְרַֽ א הַשֶּׁ֔ ע בַּמָּק֜וֹם וַיָּלֶ֤ן שָׁם֙ כִּי־בָ֣  וַיּפְִגַּ֨
ב בַּמָּק֥וֹם הַהֽוּא׃  He came upon a certain place and stopped there וַיּשְִׁכַּ֖
for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of that place, 
he put it under his head and lay down in that place. (NASB)  Three 
times the word מָּק֜וֹם is mentioned in this verse according to the He-
brew text.  This is meant to draw our attention to the significance of this 
place in the sense that this is a holy place of God.  The reason this place 
is so significant is because of the Torah connections to הַמָּק֔וֹם and the 
place in which the Lord God of Israel would establish His name and be 
the central location in which the Word of God would be sent into all of 
the world.  Because of these things the rabbis have a significant amount 
to say concerning this verse.  

Rashi on Bereshit / Genesis 28:11 Part 1
במקום  AND HE LIGHTED UPON THE PLACE ויפגע 
— Scripture does not mention which place, but by writ-
ing בַּמָקוֹם the place it refers to the place mentioned al-
ready in another passage, viz., Mount Moriah of which 
it is stated (Genesis 22:4) “And he saw the place (המ־
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.”afar off (קום

Rashi states that the word בַּמָקוֹם refers to the holy place on Mount 
Moriah.  The Scripture speaks of the place that he saw afar off.  This is 
important since Abraham and Isaac would have explained to Jacob and 
Esau what the Lord had done in this place, the miracle of Isaac’s deliv-
erance from being a sacrifice and the concepts of the resurrection from 
the dead.  The Lord providing a substitute for Isaac would have been 
synonymous to raising him who was as if dead laying upon the altar.

Daat Zkenim on Bereshit / Genesis 28:11 Part 1
במקום -he prepared to pray intensely at a cer“ ,ויפגע 
tain location (known to him as a suitable location for 
prayer);” according to our author, these words mean 
that he prepared to offer a prayer, and that we find 
this expression for preparing to pray also in Jeremiah 
7:16 i.e. ואל תפגע בי, “and do not pray to Me (on be-
half of your people)” According to the Talmud tractate 
B’rachot, folio 26, Yaakov “invented” the daily evening 
prayer preparing himself shortly before sunset before 
doing so. The recital of the k’riyat shma is to await the 
visibility of three stars in the sky before it may be recit-
ed.

Daat Zkenim states that it was at this place he had determined to pray 
intensely.  It is believed at this point Jacob established the daily Ma’ariv 
(evening) prayer time.  The commentary states that this was a place 
 known to him that was suitable for prayer.  The commentator (הַמָּק֔וֹם)
draws in the context of Jeremiah 7:16 בְּעַד־  | אַל-תִּתְפַּלֵּל  וְאַתָּה   טז   
אתָֹךְ: שׁמֵֹעַ  כִּי-אֵיננֶּיִ  וְאַל-תִּפְגַּע-בִּי  וּתְפִלָּה  רִנּהָ  בַעֲדָם  א  וְאַל-תִּשָּׂ הַזּהֶ   הָעָם 
7:16 ‘As for you, do not pray for this people, and do not lift up cry or 
prayer for them, and do not intercede with Me; for I do not hear you. 
(NASB)  What is interesting based upon Jeremiah 7:16, praying for oth-
ers should be directed towards their repentance and turning from sin.  
This should be coupled to the prayer for their needs.
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Radak on Bereshit / Genesis 28:11 Part 1
 while on his way Yaakov encountered one ,יפגע במקום
evening a site less than a day’s walk from Beer She-
va. Since it was already evening, the sun having set, he 
decided to spend the night there as he was too tired to 
walk any further. The reason why the letter ב in במקום
is spelled with the vowel kametz, suggesting that the 
place was known, is that the location was known as a 
site where travelers from Beer Sheva would often spend 
the night.

Part 2
 one of the stones of the place, for he ,ויקח מאבני המקום
had not entered the town to spend the night there but 
preferred to spend the night in the open field.. To that 
end he placed the stone under his head to serve him as 
a pillow and lay down there.

Radak claims that the reason Jacob chose to stop in this location was 
because this place was “known” as a place for travelers to spend the 
night.  Why do you think Radak claims this is a common place as op-
posed to focussing upon the holiness of this place?  It is very likely 
that this was the place known as the place where the Lord had called 
Abraham to Akedat Yitzchak (יצְִחַק  Radak says that Jacob  .(עֲקֵידַת 
decided not to enter the town that was in near proximity of his location 
but instead chose one of the stones to be used as his pillow to lay down.  

Kli Yakar on Bereshit / Genesis 28:11 Part 2
Another reason why it is called simply ‘the place,’ is 
because this is the place of the world. This is both be-
cause the foundation stone, from which the world was 
founded, is located there, and that even now the whole 
world rests on it because from there the Divine abun-
dance pours out to the world. Ya’akov sensed that this 
would be the place of the Holy Temple when he saw that 
the sun set upon him before its proper time, because this 
holy place dims the sphere of the sun and does not re-
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quire the sun. On the contrary - the sun needs it, as the 
Sages taught ‘R’ Avin said, we find that one who wants 
to make windows makes them wide on the inside and 
narrow on the outside in order to draw in the light from 
outside. But the windows of the Holy Temple were wide 
on the outside and narrow within – why? In order that 
the light would go out from the Temple and illuminate 
the world, as it says “…and the earth shone from His 
glory,” (Yechezkiel 43:2) and it is written “As a Throne 
of Glory, exalted from the beginning, so is the place 
of our Sanctuary.” (Yirmiyahu 17:12) See the version 
of this midrash in Yalkut parshat Tetzaveh 378. This 
is a proof that the sun does not light the Holy Temple, 
therefore the light of the sun dimmed immediately upon 
reaching this holy place, “…and it shall come to pass 
that at eventide it shall be light,” (Zechariah 14:7) be-
cause Gd shined the supernal light from this holy place 
until He appeared to Yaakov in a vision that night.

Kli Yakar states that this location is “The Place” of the world which 
contains the foundation stone upon which the world was founded (cre-
ated).  This draws in the connection to Jacob choosing a stone in that 
place to lay his head upon.  The commentator speaks of the holy place 
and the future Temple where the windows, their construction, was for 
the purpose of showing the light (righteousness) of God unto the world, 
as opposed to a standard home whose windows are designed to bring 
the light from outside in.  The light of this holy place is emphasized by 
the statement, “Ya’akov sensed that this would be the place of the Holy 
Temple when he saw that the sun set upon him before its proper time, 
because this holy place dims the sphere of the sun and does not require 
the sun.”  
 The general consensus based upon this short survey of the rabbis 
is in the interpretations for making a case for this holy place, that is 
connected to a special place, of prayer, of righteousness, of holiness, of 
justice, and of truth, and a place where the Lord speaks to His people.  
These things are connected to the covenant in which the Lord has made 
with Jacob and with us in the Messiah Yeshua; note how Jacob is walk-
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ing in faithfulness (Bereshit / Genesis 28:1, ֹא   וַיּקְִרָא יצְִחָק אֶל-יעֲַקב 
כְּנעַָן: מִבְּנוֹת  ה  אִשָּׁ לֹא-תִקַּח  לוֹ  וַיּאֹמֶר  וַיצְַוֵּהוּ  אתֹוֹ  -The require  .(וַיבְָרֶךְ 
ments of the covenant may be illustrated by the way the Lord speaks to 
Ezekiel according to Ezekiel 22:1-31.

Ezekiel 22:1-31
22:1 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 22:2 
‘And you, son of man, will you judge, will you judge the 
bloody city? Then cause her to know all her abomina-
tions. 22:3 ‘You shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘A 
city shedding blood in her midst, so that her time will 
come, and that makes idols, contrary to her interest, for 
defilement! 22:4 ‘You have become guilty by the blood 
which you have shed, and defiled by your idols which 
you have made. Thus you have brought your day near 
and have come to your years; therefore I have made 
you a reproach to the nations and a mocking to all the 
lands. 22:5 ‘Those who are near and those who are far 
from you will mock you, you of ill repute, full of turmoil. 
22:6 ‘Behold, the rulers of Israel, each according to his 
power, have been in you for the purpose of shedding 
blood. 22:7 ‘They have treated father and mother light-
ly within you. The alien they have oppressed in your 
midst; the fatherless and the widow they have wronged 
in you. 22:8 ‘You have despised My holy things and pro-
faned My sabbaths. 22:9 ‘Slanderous men have been in 
you for the purpose of shedding blood, and in you they 
have eaten at the mountain shrines. In your midst they 
have committed acts of lewdness. 22:10 ‘In you they 
have uncovered their fathers’ nakedness; in you they 
have humbled her who was unclean in her menstrual 
impurity. 22:11 ‘One has committed abomination with 
his neighbor’s wife and another has lewdly defiled his 
daughter-in-law. And another in you has humbled his 
sister, his father’s daughter. 22:12 ‘In you they have tak-
en bribes to shed blood; you have taken interest and 
profits, and you have injured your neighbors for gain 
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by oppression, and you have forgotten Me,’ declares 
the Lord God. 22:13 ‘Behold, then, I smite My hand at 
your dishonest gain which you have acquired and at the 
bloodshed which is among you. 22:14 ‘Can your heart 
endure, or can your hands be strong in the days that I 
will deal with you? I, the Lord, have spoken and will act. 
22:15 ‘I will scatter you among the nations and I will 
disperse you through the lands, and I will consume your 
uncleanness from you. 22:16 ‘You will profane yourself 
in the sight of the nations, and you will know that I am 
the Lord.’’‘ 22:17 And the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying, 22:18 ‘Son of man, the house of Israel has 
become dross to Me; all of them are bronze and tin and 
iron and lead in the furnace; they are the dross of sil-
ver. 22:19 ‘Therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Because 
all of you have become dross, therefore, behold, I am 
going to gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 22:20 
‘As they gather silver and bronze and iron and lead and 
tin into the furnace to blow fire on it in order to melt it, 
so I will gather you in My anger and in My wrath and I 
will lay you there and melt you. 22:21 ‘I will gather you 
and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and you will 
be melted in the midst of it. 22:22 ‘As silver is melted 
in the furnace, so you will be melted in the midst of it; 
and you will know that I, the Lord, have poured out My 
wrath on you.’‘ 22:23 And the word of the Lord came 
to me, saying, 22:24 ‘Son of man, say to her, ‘You are a 
land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of in-
dignation.’ 22:25 ‘There is a conspiracy of her prophets 
in her midst like a roaring lion tearing the prey. They 
have devoured lives; they have taken treasure and pre-
cious things; they have made many widows in the midst 
of her. 22:26 ‘Her priests have done violence to My law 
and have profaned My holy things; they have made no 
distinction between the holy and the profane, and they 
have not taught the difference between the unclean and 
the clean; and they hide their eyes from My sabbaths, 
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and I am profaned among them. 22:27 ‘Her princes 
within her are like wolves tearing the prey, by shed-
ding blood and destroying lives in order to get dishon-
est gain. 22:28 ‘Her prophets have smeared whitewash 
for them, seeing false visions and divining lies for them, 
saying, ‘Thus says the Lord God,’ when the Lord has 
not spoken. 22:29 ‘The people of the land have prac-
ticed oppression and committed robbery, and they have 
wronged the poor and needy and have oppressed the 
sojourner without justice. 22:30 ‘I searched for a man 
among them who would build up the wall and stand in 
the gap before Me for the land, so that I would not de-
stroy it; but I found no one. 22:31 ‘Thus I have poured 
out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with 
the fire of My wrath; their way I have brought upon their 
heads,’ declares the Lord God. (NASB)

In relation to having our prayers answered, are you involved in any of 
these things?  Murders in thought or in deed, Idolatry, witchcraft, lying, 
deception, oppressing others, profaning God’s name, His holy day, not 
discerning between clean and unclean, living in unrighteousness and 
robbery, being unjust towards a neighbor or brother, etc?  Do you think 
it is possible to have our prayers answered if these things are going on 
in our lives, or even in our hearts?  One cannot simply put on a costume 
and pretend to be one thing one day a week, where in the end, deep 
down you are who you are.  Dressing up the outside does not change 
the thing that you are on the inside.  It is the Lord God of Israel, by the 
power of His Spirit within that is able to change us on the inside where 
what is required of us is to seek the Lord for this in repentance (the act 
of being faithful to turn from sin).  These things are connected to this 
holy place, in which Jacob laid down.  The place of God’s rest involves 
holiness, righteousness, and justice, and this is why we are called to 
strive for purity and innocence in the Lord.  Note what the Apostles 
believed concerning having prayer answered.

1 Peter 3:7
 3:7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives 
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in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since 
she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of 
the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hin-
dered. (NASB)

Peter believes the way we treat our spouses will result in answered 
or unanswered prayer.  Note the significance of the context of Peter’s 
words: 

1 Peter 3:4-14
3:4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the 
imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which 
is precious in the sight of God. 3:5 For in this way in 
former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, 
used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own 
husbands; 3:6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling 
him lord, and you have become her children if you do 
what is right without being frightened by any fear. 3:7 
You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in 
an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since 
she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir 
of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hin-
dered. 3:8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sym-
pathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 
3:9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but 
giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the 
very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 3:10 For, 
‘The one who desires life, to love and see good days, 
Must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speak-
ing deceit. 3:11 ‘He must turn away from evil and do 
good; He must seek peace and pursue it. 3:12 ‘For the 
eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, And His ears 
attend to their prayer, But the face of the Lord is against 
those who do evil.’ 3:13 Who is there to harm you if 
you prove zealous for what is good? 3:14 But even if 
you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are 
blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not 
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be troubled, (NASB)

The context of Peter’s words on answered prayer includes doing what 
is good (righteousness), do not lie (speaking deceit), and seeking peace.  
It is this kind of person the Lord seeks to hear his prayers (3:12).
 When it comes to marriage, God commands us to treat our wives 
with respect.  In fact, He commands us to treat all humans with respect, 
which is a part of the greatest command to love our neighbor as our-
selves.  Based upon these Scriptures, our wives should receive an extra 
measure of good treatment which includes respect, consideration, kind-
ness, and patience.  A man should be treating his wife as a treasure that 
he cherishes, and it is within these things that our wives will listen and 
not ignore what we say.  In real life, this is easier said than done, the 
reason being, the people closest to us are the ones we take for granted.  
Is this because we feel the most relaxed around our loved ones, which 
means we let our carnality (fleshly desires) show a lot more?  Note how 
you would not speak badly to the boss of the company you work for, 
but you are more likely to say nasty things to your wife when she is 
getting on your nerves.  We all have our set of flaws and insecurities, 
however, in the midst of these things, Peter tells us that regardless of 
these things, we are to maintain a certain level of righteous behavior to-
wards our wives and in general, otherwise the Lord God is going to start 
stonewalling you in your prayer time.  The same may be said of how 
we live our lives for the Lord God in heaven.  We are going before the 
God of all creation, He is Holy and Righteous.  To approach Him with 
a lack of reverence, and to minimize how we are called to walk before 
Him, while expecting to have our prayers answered, what do you think 
will happen?  Now consider how our lives and our relationship with 
God is paralleled to a marriage between a bride and a groom.  Can you 
see how the Lord has provided us with very practical applications, and 
examples on how to live for Him and the Messiah based upon Jacob’s 
choices according to Parashat Vayetze (Bereshit / Genesis 28:11)?  This 
week’s Torah portion connects הַמָּק֔וֹם (The Place) of our hearts and our 
lives to that place in which the Lord God of Israel would establish His 
name to be the central location in which the Word of God would be sent 
forth into all of the world.  This is not a form of replacement theology, 
as a parallel to the Lord working and using each one of us no matter 
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where we are in this world.  This place of holiness, righteousness, and 
truth is in our hearts and in our lives!  The place of God’s rest is in our 
hearts, which is why we are called to strive for purity and innocence 
in the Lord.  Though we fall short of God’s commands, the most im-
portant thing is to remain faithful and repent, to seek the Lord from a 
repentant heart, and to strive to turn from our sin.  This is a daily calling 
before God, and only then will our prayers be heard and answered.


