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What Kind of Relationship is this?

This week’s Torah Portion is a very important one, in which Moshe
says T°07R 7i7°2 oY% p2m1 n1a oo ORI v | n20a “Pay atten-

tion, and hear O Israel, on this day you have become a people to God,
vour God.” The reason this week’s Portion is so important is its rela-
tion to what it means to be “a people belonging to God?”” Moshe and
the Priesthood are saying to the people, you actually have a relationship
with God. Our relationship with God is not just in word, but is also in
deed (how we live your lives). To summarize Devarim / Deuteronomy
26:1-29:8, Moshe instructs the Israelites regarding the first fruits offer-
ing; Moses then lists the blessings for keeping the commandments and
the curses for disobeying them. These things are related to a choice
that is presented to all of us, whether we will choose to follow what
God commands, or reject it. Whether we choose to humble our lives
before God and men, or pridefully refuse. The question is, “if a person
choses not to follow God's laws or to walk in God'’s ways will he still
belong to God?” This is a very important question for us today as it
is related to the blessings and the curses listed here in the Scriptures.
Do you believe God sends blessings and curses to His people? Has the
Lord God blessed and cursed you in your life? If so, how, and if not,
why? These are important questions because the Scriptures state on the
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one hand, “If you listen to God and carry out God'’s commandments,
the Lord God will set you above all the nations of the earth. You will
be blessed in the city and in the field. Blessed will be the fruit of your
body and the fruit of your soil and the fruit of your livestock. Bless-
ed will you be when you come in and when you go out.” And on the
other hand, “But it shall come to pass that if you will not listen to the
voice of God, nor carry out God’s commandments that all these curses
will come upon you and overtake you.” These are serious statements
that need to be considered. Modern theologies today however reject
what is written here as having any place in our lives today. The basic
premise comes from what we read in Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed
us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us for it is
written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ 3:14 in order that
in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so
that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. (NASB)
Theologies, such as Dispensationalism, have been developed in order
to neglect what we are reading here today in Parashat Ki Tavo. It is
important to understand what the curse of the law is and what the bless-
ings of Abraham are as they are related to us. Without understanding
these things it is possible to make up anything for the purpose of rede-
fining the meaning of God’s word. The Bible provides us the answers
in Deuteronomy chapter 28. What exactly is “the curse of the law”
which Yeshua the Messiah has redeemed us from? Any preacher you
speak to today regarding the blessings and the curses, will state the
curses do not apply or are irrelevant because we have faith in Jesus
Christ. What follows then is the claim of legalism in relation to the
blessing and the curses, coupled to Galatians 3 saying those who keep
the Law of God are involved in legalism. In the Torah portion, Moshe
reminds the people that they are God’s chosen people, and that they,
in turn, have chosen God. As a chosen people, Ki Tavo lists the bless-
ings of God followed by the harsh account of the bad things “i//ness,
famine, poverty and exile” that would befall the people if they abandon
God’s ways. Note how this i1s what Paul was saying in / Corinthians
11:27-32. We have to remember the Scriptures say disobedience is sin,
and obedience is righteousness. The point is if a person is living in
unrepentant sin, does Yeshua redeem him from the consequences? The
modern theological conclusion, is yes because we are saved by faith
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alone. But, was this the conclusion Paul was making, while speaking
to the point of Gentile inclusion as the people of God? (see Acts 26)
Moshe concludes the portion by telling the people that forty years after
their deliverance from Egypt, they attained “a heart to know, eyes to
see, and ears to hear.” This 1s about our becoming aware of our sin and
need for a savior. Modern theologies state “God s favor is bestowed
upon believers through faith in Christ alone, not through performing
the works of the law as stated in Deuteronomy 28.” What kind of
relationship does this describe where all one must do is believe? The
interesting point is Paul taught in Acts 26:20 but kept declaring both to
those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all
the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent
and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance. (NASB)
Paul wrote we are to do works (deeds) which are appropriate for re-
pentance. Does this modern theology of faith alone declare something
contrary to what Paul is saying? The deeds (works) Paul speaks of
have not radically changed between the Old and New Testaments. This
1s the confusion of modern theologies today which teach obedience to
the Torah was a form of legalism. In addition, it is important to note
the list of curses are more numerous and detailed than the list of bless-
ings. The reason for this is we are being told, our Father in heaven will
do everything that is necessary to make sure God’s people understand
what it means to walk in disobedience (sin). The Lord calls us to walk
in the Spirit and to remain in His mercy, which is facilitated by liv-
ing a repentant life, and standing strong in the Messiah Yeshua. The
Scriptures say “But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice
of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and
His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come
upon you and overtake you.” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:15) What
this week’s Torah portion is telling us is we are called to live by faith,
which is the technical term for walking in the Spirit otherwise known
as obedience to God’s Torah. Note how under the Torah, righteousness
1s bestowed as a gift in response to our faith in the God of Israel. The
Old Testament and the Apostolic Writings do not present two different
theological systems. Yeshua come to destroy the curse of death and to
empower us to walk in God’s ways by the power of the Spirit in our
lives. The modern theological distortion of the Word of God speaks
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contrary to God’s Torah as a way of life. Much of this comes from a
wrong teaching in the church. Let’s discuss these things further in this
week’s Torah portion.

This week we are looking at Devarim / Deuteronomy 26.1-19,
28:58-29:1.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:1-19, 28:58-29:1
26:1 ‘Then it shall be, when you enter the land which
the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance, and you
possess it and live in it, 26:2 that you shall take some of
the first of all the produce of the ground which you bring
in from your land that the Lord your God gives you, and
you shall put it in a basket and go to the place where the
Lord your God chooses to establish His name. 26:3 ‘You
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say
to him, ‘I declare this day to the Lord my God that I have
entered the land which the Lord swore to our fathers to
give us.’ 26.:4 ‘Then the priest shall take the basket from
your hand and set it down before the altar of the Lord
your God. 26:5 ‘You shall answer and say before the
Lord your God, ‘My father was a wandering Aramean,
and he went down to Egypt and sojourned there, few in
number, but there he became a great, mighty and popu-
lous nation. 26:6 ‘And the Egyptians treated us harshly
and afflicted us, and imposed hard labor on us. 26:7
‘Then we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and
the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction and our
toil and our oppression; 26:8 and the Lord brought us
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm and with great terror and with signs and wonders;
26:9 and He has brought us to this place and has given
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 26:10
‘Now behold, I have brought the first of the produce of
the ground which You, O Lord have given me.’ And you
shall set it down before the Lord your God, and worship
before the Lord your God, 26:11 and you and the Levite
and the alien who is among you shall rejoice in all the



good which the Lord your God has given you and your
household. 26:12 ‘When you have finished paying all
the tithe of your increase in the third year, the year of
tithing, then you shall give it to the Levite, to the strang-
er, to the orphan and to the widow, that they may eat in
your towns and be satisfied. 26:13 ‘You shall say before
the Lord your God, ‘I have removed the sacred portion
from my house, and also have given it to the Levite and
the alien, the orphan and the widow, according to all

Your commandments which You have commanded me;
I have not transgressed or forgotten any of Your com-
mandments. 26.:14 ‘I have not eaten of it while mourn-
ing, nor have I removed any of it while I was unclean,
nor offered any of it to the dead. I have listened to the
voice of the Lord my God; I have done according to all
that You have commanded me. 26:15 ‘Look down from
Your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless Your peo-
ple Israel, and the ground which You have given us, a
land flowing with milk and honey, as You swore to our
fathers.’26:16 ‘This day the Lord your God commands
you to do these statutes and ordinances. You shall there-
fore be careful to do them with all your heart and with
all your soul. 26:17 ‘You have today declared the Lord
to be your God, and that you would walk in His ways
and keep His statutes, His commandments and His or-
dinances, and listen to His voice. 26:18 ‘The Lord has
today declared you to be His people, a treasured posses-
sion, as He promised you, and that you should keep all
His commandments; 26:19 and that He will set you high
above all nations which He has made, for praise, fame,
and honor, and that you shall be a consecrated people
to the Lord your God, as He has spoken.’

28:58 ‘If you are not careful to observe all the words
of this law which are written in this book, to fear this
honored and awesome name, the Lord your God, 28:59
then the Lord will bring extraordinary plagues on you
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and your descendants, even severe and lasting plagues,

and miserable and chronic sicknesses. 28:60 ‘He will
bring back on you all the diseases of Egypt of which

you were afraid, and they will cling to you. 28:61 ‘Also

every sickness and every plague which, not written in

the book of this law, the Lord will bring on you until
you are destroyed. 28:62 ‘Then you shall be left few in

number, whereas you were as numerous as the stars of
heaven, because you did not obey the Lord your God.

28:63 ‘It shall come about that as the Lord delighted
over you to prosper you, and multiply you, so the Lord
will delight over you to make you perish and destroy
you, and you will be torn from the land where you are
entering to possess it. 28:64 ‘Moreover, the Lord will
scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth

to the other end of the earth; and there you shall serve
other gods, wood and stone, which you or your fathers
have not known. 28:65 ‘Among those nations you shall
find no rest, and there will be no resting place for the
sole of your foot, but there the Lord will give you a trem-
bling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul. 28:66
‘So your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you
will be in dread night and day, and shall have no assur-
ance of your life. 28:67 ‘In the morning you shall say,

‘Would that it were evening!’ And at evening you shall
say, ‘Would that it were morning!’ because of the dread
of your heart which you dread, and for the sight of your
eyes which you will see. 28:68 ‘The Lord will bring you
back to Egypt in ships, by the way about which I spoke
to you, ‘You will never see it again!’ And there you will
offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and
female slaves, but there will be no buyer.” 29:1 These
are the words of the covenant which the Lord command-
ed Moses to make with the sons of Israel in the land of
Moab, besides the covenant which He had made with
them at Horeb. (NASB)



The Torah $tates in Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:16 737> i3 013
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W32 32297992 28:16 The LORD your God commands you this
day to observe these laws and rules,; observe them faithfully with all
vour heart and soul. (NASB) Notice how the Scriptures say we are to
be faithful in our lives before God ( “observe faithfully”). This is how
we can say that we actually have a relationship with God, which is
an interaction between two persons. Our relationship with God is not
just in word, but is also in deed. In order to bring this into context, the
Psalmist describes the joy of God’s Torah as a way to not be ashamed
and for relying upon the Word of God for the uprightness of the heart.

Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-24
119:1 How blessed are those whose way is blameless,

Who walk in the law (NID3J) of the Lord. 119:2 How
blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who
seek Him with all their heart. 119:3 They also do no un-
righteousness, They walk in His ways. 119:4 You have
ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them dil-
igently. 119:5 Oh that my ways may be established To
keep Your statutes! 119:6 Then I shall not be ashamed
When I look upon all Your commandments. 119:7 I shall
give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, When I
learn Your righteous judgments. 119:8 I shall keep Your
statutes; Do not forsake me utterly! 119:9 How can a
young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according
to Your word. 119:10 With all my heart I have sought
You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments.
119:11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That
I may not sin against You. 119:12 Blessed are You, O
Lord; Teach me Your statutes. 119:13 With my lips I
have told of All the ordinances of Your mouth. 119:14
I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much
as in all riches. 119:15 I will meditate on Your pre-
cepts And regard Your ways. 119:16 [ shall delight in
Your statutes; I shall not forget Your word. 119:17 Deal
bountifully with Your servant, That I may live and keep
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Your word. 119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold
Wonderful things from Your law. 119:19 I am a strang-
er in the earth; Do not hide Your commandments from
me. 119:20 My soul is crushed with longing After Your
ordinances at all times. 119:21 You rebuke the arrogant,
the cursed, Who wander from Your commandments.
119:22 Take away reproach and contempt from me, For
1 observe Your testimonies. 119:23 Even though princes
sit and talk against me, Your servant meditates on Your
Statutes. 119:24 Your testimonies also are my delight,
They are my counselors. (NASB)

Note how the Torah is described as the testimony of God. We are called
as God’s people to bear the testimonies of God. Do the modern theolo-
gies that minimize the points being made in the psalm say these Scrip-
tures were only for the time period in which they were written? The
book of Revelation speaks of the importance of bearing the testimony
of God within the context of eschatological (end time) events. The
psalmist connects the Torah to the one whose way is blameless as being
blessed, and says this is the one who walks in the Torah of the Lord.
It is interesting how much of a contrast this is to modern day theolo-
gies being taught in the Christian church today. The psalmist however
claims the Law of God (Torah) is a favorable approach to being blessed
of God and living a blessed life. The correct translation of the word

Torah 1s “instruction” or ‘“revelation,” as in “God's instruction,” or
“the revelation from God.” This is how the Torah is presented in Ju-

daism due to the root word 1172 meaning “fo teach.” The Torah is the
revelation of the character of God as well as His instruction of what is
to come for the life of the one who places his faith and trust in Him.
The Torah is God’s instruction on how those who place their faith and
trust in Him, either Jew or Gentile, are to live so that all will be well
with him (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:4(0). The Scriptures says (Shemot
/ Exodus 12:48-49, Vayikra / Leviticus 24:22, Isaiah 56) that God’s
instructions are not just for the Jewish people. The prophetic visions
of Isaiah (/saiah 2) speak to this truth, where the Gentile who chooses
to be a part of God’s people will live by His truth. This is a consistent
theme throughout the Apostolic Writings. The Lord chose to reveal His
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ways through the Jewish people, they were to be a light to the world
and bring this revelation of God to the nations. Yeshua reminds us of
this in the words he spoke in Matthew 5. These things are consistent

with Tehillim / Psalms 119:159 which states “Consider how I love your
precepts, revive me and give life to me, O Lord, according to your

lovingkindness (grace, mercy, 77903).” David’s words in 7ehillim /
Psalms 119 speak of his asking for salvation, and that the Lord would
give him life, so that he could follow in the way of the Lord according
to His Torah. The Lord Judged David based upon his faithfulness to the
Lord and his desire to walk in His ways. David’s faith resulted in the
desire to follow the Lord and His ways. Do you have this kind of faith?

In Midrash Tehillim 123 Part 2, the rabbis state, “When you are
My witnesses, I am God, and when you are not My witnesses, I am not
God.” Are the rabbis speaking in the literal sense? Does the Lord God
in heaven cease to be God when we are not His witnesses? If this is not
the case, then what exactly are the rabbis talking about? These com-
ments are based upon Isaiah 43:12 PR) *RYAYT) AV SR7A7 2218
ORTIR) IO VIV DRR) O 022 1 alone foretold the triumph And
I brought it to pass, I announced it, And no strange god was among
you. So you are My witnesses —declares the LORD— And I am God.
(NASB) Isaiah speaks of being God’s witness which is connected to
there being no strange god among the people, and the declaration that
the God of Israel is God. The concept here is of man not being a wit-
ness for the Lord is synonymous to the Lord not being God in his life
or having authority over his ways. This draws in the context of idolatry
and becoming like the thing that is worshiped, blind, deaf, dumb, and
unable to move. The Talmud describes these things in the following
way:

Talmud Bavli Chagigah 16a:17

And the Sages say: A persons soul shall itself testify
against him, as it is stated: “Guard the doors of your
mouth from she who lies in your bosom” (Micah 7:5).
What thing lies in a person’s bosom? You must say it is
his soul. Rabbi Zerika said: The two ministering angels
who accompany him, i.e., each individual, they testify
against him, as it is stated: “For He will command his
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angels over you, to guard you in all your ways” (Psalms
91:11). And the Sages say: A person’s limbs testify
against him, as it is stated: “Therefore you are My wit-
nesses, says the Lord, and I am God” (Isaiah 43:12),
which indicates that each individual becomes his own
witness and testifies against himself on the Day of Judg-
ment.

The connection of man to the Lord in heaven is made through three
Hebrew words which over time developed the meaning of “soul” in the
Tanakh as Neshamah, Nefesh, and Ruah. Tracing the development of
these terms gives us some idea of the ancient Israelites’ beliefs regard-
ing the soul. The Sages speak of the dangers of the soul (neshamah),
the natural and depraved part of our being, the base nature, which has
the capacity for evil and unrighteousness (i.e. the flesh). They speak of
guarding the mouth because what we say comes from our hearts. The
soul is described as testifying against us. The soul appears to be that
which leads a man to his actions, which is why the Sages describe “4
person s limbs testify against him...” Tur HaAroch describes this in the
following way.

Tur HaAroch on Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:17 Part 1
1792 7N D0 02°%Y anYapw 11°OW LNART T DR
027 X7 7°°W INIR DA QW NPT PRITROTRY W

NIART 7 NR AR PR? 1IN K DOTORD, “You have ex-
alted Hashem,” by accepting the entire Torah in all its
details you have exalted Hashem this day, you have ad-
opted Him as your exclusive G’d, eschewing all others.

Part 2
“WNm QORI ITT WO 2057 WYY 1237172 N0
WY NN DO 1PNIXNA 91907 WD WK K92 DD

10972 NIV WYN R, “and to walk in His ways.”
To not only perform His commandments to the letter,
but also to model yourself according to what He has
revealed about Himself, i.e. to go beyond the letter of
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the law and to honor the spirit upon which the law has
been based.

Part 3
70 DY OWYnT IRWH 007 MY WK 9O 902 e

P2 MWD (ORI R T OV, “and to hearken
to His voice.” Any other matters He will command you
through me, even if they are not part of the basic 613
commandments.

The commentator speaks of the one who accepts God’s commands has
exalted the Lord, and of the importance of going beyond the letter of
the law to the spirit upon which the Torah has been based. These are
the things Paul was describing in Galatians 3.

Galatians 3:8-22

3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand
to Abraham, saying ‘All the nations will be blessed in
you.’ 3:9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with
Abraham, the believer. 3:10 For as many as are of the
works of the Law are under a curse, for it is written,
‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things
written in the book of the law, to perform them.’ 3:11
Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is
evident, for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’3:12
However, the Law is not of faith, on the contrary, ‘He
who practices them shall live by them.’ 3:13 Christ re-
deemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a
curse for us for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree’ 3:14 in order that in Christ Jesus the
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that
we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
3:15 Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even
though it is only a man s covenant, yet when it has been
ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.
3:16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to
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his seed. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring
to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is,
Christ. 3:17 What I am saying is this.: the Law, which
came four hundred and thirty years later, does not in-
validate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to
nullify the promise. 3:18 For if the inheritance is based
on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has
granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. 3:19 Why
the Law then? It was added because of transgressions,
having been ordained through angels by the agency of a
mediator, until the seed would come to whom the prom-
ise had been made. 3:20 Now a mediator is not for one
party only whereas God is only one. 3:21 Is the Law
then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be!
For if a law had been given which was able to impart
life, then righteousness would indeed have been based
on law. 3:22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone
under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe. (NASB)

There are a number of things that jump out for us here in the text from
Galatians 3. Paul is speaking of gentile inclusion in faith in the God of
Israel. He speaks of the curse of the Law being the result of man not
being able to keep the commands. Paul says the Law is not of faith,
the reason being, the performance of the command is something that is
lived, it is tangible, something that may be taken hold of and applied
to life in a practical way. Faith is something that we believe and is an
intangible thing where faith being lived out is practical when taking in
the context of the Torah. Paul writes we are redeemed from the curse
of the Law, not from the Law itself. The curse of the Law is related
to the consequences of one’s inability to obey the commands. Paul is
making an argument for gentiles, and not about neglecting God’s com-
mands. The Apostolic Writings state Yeshua became a curse for all
peoples, so we are to have faith believing, and being justified due to Ye-
shua’s righteousness. This is so prophecy may be fulfilled (i.e. Isaiah
2), and so the gentiles may also partake in the promises of God. The
point Paul is making is in relation to faith and action. Faith comes first
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and action comes second as a result of the Lord working in our lives
because of our faith. Paul speaks of the divine inspiration of the Torah
(Galatians 3:19). The culmination of his argument he states, 3:27 Is
the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For
if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteous-
ness would indeed have been based on law. 3:22 But the Scripture has
shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe. (NASB) He is saying the reason
Scripture has shut up everyone under sin was so the promises by faith
may be given also to all people, to those who would believe. Take note
again how Paul is drawing upon a gentile context, Paul is making an
argument for Gentile inclusion. He is not saying we are exempted from
obeying God’s commands.

Akeidat Yitzchak 98:8 draws these things into context stating the
following.

Akeidat Yitzchak 98:8

The Jewish nation's stature as a princess amongst the
nations of the world, flows directly from its subservience
to its G’d. (Deut. 26, 17-18) “You have acknowledged
G’d this day...and the Lord in turn has acknowledged
you.” Our greatness is due to our having enthroned G’d
as our Sovereign. There are four areas in which subser-
vience to G’d has to express itself. 1) Since everyone has
a tendency to want to be his own master, irrespective of
the benevolence of any authority he may find himself un-
der, the Torah states that “you have expressed the wish
that the Lord be with you.” (26,17) 2) Man does not
like to be thought of as a carbon copy of someone else,
nor to imitate someone else, robot like. He feels that by
doing that he deprives himself of all originality and that
he will never be thought of as an independent individ-
ual. Man desires to receive credit for action stemming
from his own initiative. The book of Kohelet is full of
emphasis of the originality of its authors thinking. “I
thought,” “I did,” I concluded” etc.
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Note how the commentary speaks of our having acknowledged God
and He having acknowledged us, and that we have enthroned the Lord
God as our Sovereign. This speaks of humility, of humbling our lives,
and of being submissive to God and His commands in our lives. If we
reject the righteous and holy ways of God, what kind of relationship do
we really have with the Lord? The commentary states that everyone
has the tendency to be his own master. This is why one chooses not
to obey the Word of God in his life. The point of our faith is to the
expectation that the Lord will be with us. To say that we only have to
believe in the Lord God in heaven and in His Messiah, does nothing to
enthrone Him above as sovereign over our lives. This is accomplished
however by our desire to mimic our lives after God’s ways. This is
what comes out of our pondering upon the mutual nature of our rela-
tionship with God. Faith that is lived out is where the commandments
come into play, these things are related to our relationship with God!

This week’s Torah portion states in Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:16
Y DURRWRINN) TPNT DRII NS MY I8 T8 M niE ol
AWDI72223 2277922 iR DY) R 28:16 The LORD your God
commands you this day to observe these laws and rules; observe them
faithfully with all your heart and soul. (NASB) The Scriptures state we
are to be faithful in our lives before God ( “observe faithfully’). How-
ever, as God’s chosen people, if we choose to live in unfaithfulness, Ki
Tavo lists the harsh account of the bad things “illness, famine, poverty
and exile” that would befall us if we abandon God’s commandments.
The point of the New Testament writings is on what Paul spoke of,
we are to do works (deeds) which are appropriate for repentance. The
modern theology of faith alone speaks contrary to what Paul is saying
because we are called as God’s people to seek His righteousness in
our lives, by humbling our hearts and walking in His ways. The deeds
(works) Paul speaks of have not radically changed between the Old and
New Testaments. The confusion of modern theologies today which
teach obedience to the Torah is a form of legalism, is off base when in
fact the Torah is a way for us to love and honor God in His Word!
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