פרשת
כי תבוא

Parashat Ki Tavo
Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8, Isaiah 60:1-22
Luke 23:26-56

What Kind of Relationship is this?
This week’s Torah Portion is a very important one, in which Moshe
says יִש ָראֵ ל הַ יּוֹם הַ זֶּה נִהְ יֵיתָ לְ עָם לַיהוָֹה ֱא הֶ י
ֹ ְ וּשׁמַ ע
ְ | “ הַ ְסכֵּתPay attention, and hear O Israel, on this day you have become a people to God,
your God.” The reason this week’s Portion is so important is its relation to what it means to be “a people belonging to God?” Moshe and
the Prieﬆhood are saying to the people, you actually have a relationship
with God. Our relationship with God is not juﬆ in word, but is also in
deed (how we live your lives). To summarize Devarim / Deuteronomy
26:1-29:8, Moshe inﬆructs the Israelites regarding the ﬁrﬆ fruits oﬀering; Moses then liﬆs the blessings for keeping the commandments and
the curses for disobeying them. These things are related to a choice
that is presented to all of us, whether we will choose to follow what
God commands, or reject it. Whether we choose to humble our lives
before God and men, or pridefully refuse. The queﬆion is, “if a person
choses not to follow God’s laws or to walk in God’s ways will he ﬆill
belong to God?” This is a very important queﬆion for us today as it
is related to the blessings and the curses liﬆed here in the Scriptures.
Do you believe God sends blessings and curses to His people? Has the
Lord God blessed and cursed you in your life? If so, how, and if not,
why? These are important queﬆions because the Scriptures ﬆate on the
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one hand, “If you liﬆen to God and carry out God’s commandments,
the Lord God will set you above all the nations of the earth. You will
be blessed in the city and in the ﬁeld. Blessed will be the fruit of your
body and the fruit of your soil and the fruit of your liveﬆock. Blessed will you be when you come in and when you go out.” And on the
other hand, “But it shall come to pass that if you will not liﬆen to the
voice of God, nor carry out God’s commandments that all these curses
will come upon you and overtake you.” These are serious ﬆatements
that need to be considered. Modern theologies today however reject
what is written here as having any place in our lives today. The basic
premise comes from what we read in Galatians 3:13 Chriﬆ redeemed
us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us for it is
written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ 3:14 in order that
in Chriﬆ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so
that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. (NASB)
Theologies, such as Dispensationalism, have been developed in order
to neglect what we are reading here today in Parashat Ki Tavo. It is
important to underﬆand what the curse of the law is and what the blessings of Abraham are as they are related to us. Without underﬆanding
these things it is possible to make up anything for the purpose of redeﬁning the meaning of God’s word. The Bible provides us the answers
in Deuteronomy chapter 28. What exactly is “the curse of the law”
which Yeshua the Messiah has redeemed us from? Any preacher you
speak to today regarding the blessings and the curses, will ﬆate the
curses do not apply or are irrelevant because we have faith in Jesus
Chriﬆ. What follows then is the claim of legalism in relation to the
blessing and the curses, coupled to Galatians 3 saying those who keep
the Law of God are involved in legalism. In the Torah portion, Moshe
reminds the people that they are God’s chosen people, and that they,
in turn, have chosen God. As a chosen people, Ki Tavo liﬆs the blessings of God followed by the harsh account of the bad things “illness,
famine, poverty and exile” that would befall the people if they abandon
God’s ways. Note how this is what Paul was saying in 1 Corinthians
11:27-32. We have to remember the Scriptures say disobedience is sin,
and obedience is righteousness. The point is if a person is living in
unrepentant sin, does Yeshua redeem him from the consequences? The
modern theological conclusion, is yes because we are saved by faith
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alone. But, was this the conclusion Paul was making, while speaking
to the point of Gentile inclusion as the people of God? (see Acts 26)
Moshe concludes the portion by telling the people that forty years after
their deliverance from Egypt, they attained “a heart to know, eyes to
see, and ears to hear.” This is about our becoming aware of our sin and
need for a savior. Modern theologies ﬆate “God’s favor is beﬆowed
upon believers through faith in Chriﬆ alone, not through performing
the works of the law as ﬆated in Deuteronomy 28.” What kind of
relationship does this describe where all one muﬆ do is believe? The
intereﬆing point is Paul taught in Acts 26:20 but kept declaring both to
those of Damascus ﬁrﬆ, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all
the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent
and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance. (NASB)
Paul wrote we are to do works (deeds) which are appropriate for repentance. Does this modern theology of faith alone declare something
contrary to what Paul is saying? The deeds (works) Paul speaks of
have not radically changed between the Old and New Teﬆaments. This
is the confusion of modern theologies today which teach obedience to
the Torah was a form of legalism. In addition, it is important to note
the liﬆ of curses are more numerous and detailed than the liﬆ of blessings. The reason for this is we are being told, our Father in heaven will
do everything that is necessary to make sure God’s people underﬆand
what it means to walk in disobedience (sin). The Lord calls us to walk
in the Spirit and to remain in His mercy, which is facilitated by living a repentant life, and ﬆanding ﬆrong in the Messiah Yeshua. The
Scriptures say “But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice
of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and
His ﬆatutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come
upon you and overtake you.” (Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:15) What
this week’s Torah portion is telling us is we are called to live by faith,
which is the technical term for walking in the Spirit otherwise known
as obedience to God’s Torah. Note how under the Torah, righteousness
is beﬆowed as a gift in response to our faith in the God of Israel. The
Old Teﬆament and the Apoﬆolic Writings do not present two diﬀerent
theological syﬆems. Yeshua come to deﬆroy the curse of death and to
empower us to walk in God’s ways by the power of the Spirit in our
lives. The modern theological diﬆortion of the Word of God speaks
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contrary to God’s Torah as a way of life. Much of this comes from a
wrong teaching in the church. Let’s discuss these things further in this
week’s Torah portion.
This week we are looking at Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:1-19,
28:58-29:1.
Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:1-19, 28:58-29:1
26:1 ‘Then it shall be, when you enter the land which
the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance, and you
possess it and live in it, 26:2 that you shall take some of
the ﬁrﬆ of all the produce of the ground which you bring
in from your land that the Lord your God gives you, and
you shall put it in a basket and go to the place where the
Lord your God chooses to eﬆablish His name. 26:3 ‘You
shall go to the prieﬆ who is in oﬃce at that time and say
to him, ‘I declare this day to the Lord my God that I have
entered the land which the Lord swore to our fathers to
give us.’ 26:4 ‘Then the prieﬆ shall take the basket from
your hand and set it down before the altar of the Lord
your God. 26:5 ‘You shall answer and say before the
Lord your God, ‘My father was a wandering Aramean,
and he went down to Egypt and sojourned there, few in
number; but there he became a great, mighty and populous nation. 26:6 ‘And the Egyptians treated us harshly
and aﬄicted us, and imposed hard labor on us. 26:7
‘Then we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and
the Lord heard our voice and saw our aﬄiction and our
toil and our oppression; 26:8 and the Lord brought us
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outﬆretched
arm and with great terror and with signs and wonders;
26:9 and He has brought us to this place and has given
us this land, a land ﬂowing with milk and honey. 26:10
‘Now behold, I have brought the ﬁrﬆ of the produce of
the ground which You, O Lord have given me.’ And you
shall set it down before the Lord your God, and worship
before the Lord your God; 26:11 and you and the Levite
and the alien who is among you shall rejoice in all the
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good which the Lord your God has given you and your
household. 26:12 ‘When you have ﬁnished paying all
the tithe of your increase in the third year, the year of
tithing, then you shall give it to the Levite, to the ﬆranger, to the orphan and to the widow, that they may eat in
your towns and be satisﬁed. 26:13 ‘You shall say before
the Lord your God, ‘I have removed the sacred portion
from my house, and also have given it to the Levite and
the alien, the orphan and the widow, according to all
Your commandments which You have commanded me;
I have not transgressed or forgotten any of Your commandments. 26:14 ‘I have not eaten of it while mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was unclean,
nor oﬀered any of it to the dead. I have liﬆened to the
voice of the Lord my God; I have done according to all
that You have commanded me. 26:15 ‘Look down from
Your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel, and the ground which You have given us, a
land ﬂowing with milk and honey, as You swore to our
fathers.’ 26:16 ‘This day the Lord your God commands
you to do these ﬆatutes and ordinances. You shall therefore be careful to do them with all your heart and with
all your soul. 26:17 ‘You have today declared the Lord
to be your God, and that you would walk in His ways
and keep His ﬆatutes, His commandments and His ordinances, and liﬆen to His voice. 26:18 ‘The Lord has
today declared you to be His people, a treasured possession, as He promised you, and that you should keep all
His commandments; 26:19 and that He will set you high
above all nations which He has made, for praise, fame,
and honor; and that you shall be a consecrated people
to the Lord your God, as He has spoken.’
•••
28:58 ‘If you are not careful to observe all the words
of this law which are written in this book, to fear this
honored and awesome name, the Lord your God, 28:59
then the Lord will bring extraordinary plagues on you
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and your descendants, even severe and laﬆing plagues,
and miserable and chronic sicknesses. 28:60 ‘He will
bring back on you all the diseases of Egypt of which
you were afraid, and they will cling to you. 28:61 ‘Also
every sickness and every plague which, not written in
the book of this law, the Lord will bring on you until
you are deﬆroyed. 28:62 ‘Then you shall be left few in
number, whereas you were as numerous as the ﬆars of
heaven, because you did not obey the Lord your God.
28:63 ‘It shall come about that as the Lord delighted
over you to prosper you, and multiply you, so the Lord
will delight over you to make you perish and deﬆroy
you; and you will be torn from the land where you are
entering to possess it. 28:64 ‘Moreover, the Lord will
scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth
to the other end of the earth; and there you shall serve
other gods, wood and ﬆone, which you or your fathers
have not known. 28:65 ‘Among those nations you shall
ﬁnd no reﬆ, and there will be no reﬆing place for the
sole of your foot; but there the Lord will give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul. 28:66
‘So your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you
will be in dread night and day, and shall have no assurance of your life. 28:67 ‘In the morning you shall say,
‘Would that it were evening!’ And at evening you shall
say, ‘Would that it were morning!’ because of the dread
of your heart which you dread, and for the sight of your
eyes which you will see. 28:68 ‘The Lord will bring you
back to Egypt in ships, by the way about which I spoke
to you, ‘You will never see it again!’ And there you will
oﬀer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and
female slaves, but there will be no buyer.’ 29:1 These
are the words of the covenant which the Lord commanded Moses to make with the sons of Israel in the land of
Moab, besides the covenant which He had made with
them at Horeb. (NASB)
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The Torah ﬆates in Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:16 הַ יּ֣ וֹם הַ ֶ֗זּה יְ ה ֨ ָוה

אוֹתם
ָ ֔ ית
ָ֙ עָשׂ
ִ ֨ ְֱא ֜ ֶהי ְמצַ וְּ ֧ ַלע ֲ֛שׂוֹת אֶ ת־הַ ח ִ ֻ֥קּים הָ ֵ ֖אלֶּה וְ אֶ ת־הַ ִמּ ְשׁפּ ִ ָ֑טים וְ שָׁ מַ ְר ָ ֤תּ ו
 בְּ כָל־לְ בָ בְ ֖ וּבְ כָל־נַפְ ֶ ֽשׁ ׃28:16 The LORD your God commands you this
day to observe these laws and rules; observe them faithfully with all
your heart and soul. (NASB) Notice how the Scriptures say we are to
be faithful in our lives before God (“observe faithfully”). This is how
we can say that we actually have a relationship with God, which is
an interaction between two persons. Our relationship with God is not
juﬆ in word, but is also in deed. In order to bring this into context, the
Psalmiﬆ describes the joy of God’s Torah as a way to not be ashamed
and for relying upon the Word of God for the uprightness of the heart.
Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-24
119:1 How blessed are those whose way is blameless,
Who walk in the law (תוֹרת
ַ ְ )בּof the Lord. 119:2 How
blessed are those who observe His teﬆimonies, Who
seek Him with all their heart. 119:3 They also do no unrighteousness; They walk in His ways. 119:4 You have
ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them diligently. 119:5 Oh that my ways may be eﬆablished To
keep Your ﬆatutes! 119:6 Then I shall not be ashamed
When I look upon all Your commandments. 119:7 I shall
give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, When I
learn Your righteous judgments. 119:8 I shall keep Your
ﬆatutes; Do not forsake me utterly! 119:9 How can a
young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according
to Your word. 119:10 With all my heart I have sought
You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments.
119:11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That
I may not sin againﬆ You. 119:12 Blessed are You, O
Lord; Teach me Your ﬆatutes. 119:13 With my lips I
have told of All the ordinances of Your mouth. 119:14
I have rejoiced in the way of Your teﬆimonies, As much
as in all riches. 119:15 I will meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways. 119:16 I shall delight in
Your ﬆatutes; I shall not forget Your word. 119:17 Deal
bountifully with Your servant, That I may live and keep
7
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Your word. 119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold
Wonderful things from Your law. 119:19 I am a ﬆranger in the earth; Do not hide Your commandments from
me. 119:20 My soul is crushed with longing After Your
ordinances at all times. 119:21 You rebuke the arrogant,
the cursed, Who wander from Your commandments.
119:22 Take away reproach and contempt from me, For
I observe Your teﬆimonies. 119:23 Even though princes
sit and talk againﬆ me, Your servant meditates on Your
ﬆatutes. 119:24 Your teﬆimonies also are my delight;
They are my counselors. (NASB)
Note how the Torah is described as the teﬆimony of God. We are called
as God’s people to bear the teﬆimonies of God. Do the modern theologies that minimize the points being made in the psalm say these Scriptures were only for the time period in which they were written? The
book of Revelation speaks of the importance of bearing the teﬆimony
of God within the context of eschatological (end time) events. The
psalmiﬆ connects the Torah to the one whose way is blameless as being
blessed, and says this is the one who walks in the Torah of the Lord.
It is intereﬆing how much of a contraﬆ this is to modern day theologies being taught in the Chriﬆian church today. The psalmiﬆ however
claims the Law of God (Torah) is a favorable approach to being blessed
of God and living a blessed life. The correct translation of the word
Torah is “inﬆruction” or “revelation,” as in “God’s inﬆruction,” or
“the revelation from God.” This is how the Torah is presented in Judaism due to the root word  י ָָרהmeaning “to teach.” The Torah is the
revelation of the character of God as well as His inﬆruction of what is
to come for the life of the one who places his faith and truﬆ in Him.
The Torah is God’s inﬆruction on how those who place their faith and
truﬆ in Him, either Jew or Gentile, are to live so that all will be well
with him (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:40). The Scriptures says (Shemot
/ Exodus 12:48-49, Vayikra / Leviticus 24:22, Isaiah 56) that God’s
inﬆructions are not juﬆ for the Jewish people. The prophetic visions
of Isaiah (Isaiah 2) speak to this truth, where the Gentile who chooses
to be a part of God’s people will live by His truth. This is a consiﬆent
theme throughout the Apoﬆolic Writings. The Lord chose to reveal His
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ways through the Jewish people, they were to be a light to the world
and bring this revelation of God to the nations. Yeshua reminds us of
this in the words he spoke in Matthew 5. These things are consiﬆent
with Tehillim / Psalms 119:159 which ﬆates “Consider how I love your
precepts; revive me and give life to me, O Lord, according to your
lovingkindness (grace, mercy, )כְּ חַ ְס ְדּ.” David’s words in Tehillim /
Psalms 119 speak of his asking for salvation, and that the Lord would
give him life, so that he could follow in the way of the Lord according
to His Torah. The Lord Judged David based upon his faithfulness to the
Lord and his desire to walk in His ways. David’s faith resulted in the
desire to follow the Lord and His ways. Do you have this kind of faith?
In Midrash Tehillim 123 Part 2, the rabbis ﬆate, “When you are
My witnesses, I am God, and when you are not My witnesses, I am not
God.” Are the rabbis speaking in the literal sense? Does the Lord God
in heaven cease to be God when we are not His witnesses? If this is not
the case, then what exactly are the rabbis talking about? These comments are based upon Isaiah 43:12 הוֹשׁעְ ִתּי֙ וְ ִה ְשׁ ֔ ַמעְ ִתּי וְ ֵ ֥אין
ַ֙ ְאָ נֹ ֞ ִכי הִ גַּ ֤ ְד ִתּי ו
י־אל׃
ֽ ֵ ִ בָּ כֶ ֖ם זָ ֑ר וְ אַ ֶ ֥תּם ע ַ ֵ֛די נְ אֻם־יְ הוָ ֖ה ַוֽאֲ נI alone foretold the triumph And
I brought it to pass; I announced it, And no ﬆrange god was among
you. So you are My witnesses —declares the LORD— And I am God.
(NASB) Isaiah speaks of being God’s witness which is connected to
there being no ﬆrange god among the people, and the declaration that
the God of Israel is God. The concept here is of man not being a witness for the Lord is synonymous to the Lord not being God in his life
or having authority over his ways. This draws in the context of idolatry
and becoming like the thing that is worshiped, blind, deaf, dumb, and
unable to move. The Talmud describes these things in the following
way:
Talmud Bavli Chagigah 16a:17
And the Sages say: A person’s soul shall itself teﬆify
againﬆ him, as it is ﬆated: “Guard the doors of your
mouth from she who lies in your bosom” (Micah 7:5).
What thing lies in a person’s bosom? You muﬆ say it is
his soul. Rabbi Zerika said: The two miniﬆering angels
who accompany him, i.e., each individual, they teﬆify
againﬆ him, as it is ﬆated: “For He will command his
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angels over you, to guard you in all your ways” (Psalms
91:11). And the Sages say: A person’s limbs teﬆify
againﬆ him, as it is ﬆated: “Therefore you are My witnesses, says the Lord, and I am God” (Isaiah 43:12),
which indicates that each individual becomes his own
witness and teﬆiﬁes againﬆ himself on the Day of Judgment.
The connection of man to the Lord in heaven is made through three
Hebrew words which over time developed the meaning of “soul” in the
Tanakh as Neshamah, Nefesh, and Ruah. Tracing the development of
these terms gives us some idea of the ancient Israelites’ beliefs regarding the soul. The Sages speak of the dangers of the soul (neshamah),
the natural and depraved part of our being, the base nature, which has
the capacity for evil and unrighteousness (i.e. the ﬂesh). They speak of
guarding the mouth because what we say comes from our hearts. The
soul is described as teﬆifying againﬆ us. The soul appears to be that
which leads a man to his actions, which is why the Sages describe “A
person’s limbs teﬆify againﬆ him...” Tur HaAroch describes this in the
following way.
Tur HaAroch on Devarim / Deuteronomy 26:17 Part 1

 שכיון שקבלתם עליכם כל התורה בפירו־.את ה‘ האמרת
שיה ובדיקדוקיה גדלת השם ורוממת אותו שיהיה הוא לכם
 את ה‘ האמרת:לאלהים ולא תודו לאל אחר, “You have exalted Hashem,” by accepting the entire Torah in all its
details you have exalted Hashem this day; you have adopted Him as your exclusive G’d, eschewing all others.
Part 2

 לעשו‘ הטוב והישר והזכיר החוקים והמש־.וללכת בדרכיו
פטים בפרט כאשר פירש ויכלול במצותיו כל המצות עשה
 וללכת בדרכיו:ולא תעשה, “and to walk in His ways.”
To not only perform His commandments to the letter,
but also to model yourself according to what He has
revealed about Himself, i.e. to go beyond the letter of
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the law and to honor the spirit upon which the law has
been based.
Part 3

 כל אשר יצוה לכם משאר המעשי‘ על ידי.ולשמוע בקולו
 ולשמוע בקולו:‘ועל ידי שאר הנביאי, “and to hearken
to His voice.” Any other matters He will command you
through me, even if they are not part of the basic 613
commandments.
The commentator speaks of the one who accepts God’s commands has
exalted the Lord, and of the importance of going beyond the letter of
the law to the spirit upon which the Torah has been based. These are
the things Paul was describing in Galatians 3.
Galatians 3:8-22
3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would juﬆify
the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand
to Abraham, saying ‘All the nations will be blessed in
you.’ 3:9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with
Abraham, the believer. 3:10 For as many as are of the
works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written,
‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things
written in the book of the law, to perform them.’ 3:11
Now that no one is juﬆiﬁed by the Law before God is
evident; for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’ 3:12
However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, ‘He
who practices them shall live by them.’ 3:13 Chriﬆ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a
curse for us for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree’ 3:14 in order that in Chriﬆ Jesus the
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that
we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
3:15 Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even
though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been
ratiﬁed, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.
3:16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to
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his seed. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring
to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is,
Chriﬆ. 3:17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which
came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratiﬁed by God, so as to
nullify the promise. 3:18 For if the inheritance is based
on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has
granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. 3:19 Why
the Law then? It was added because of transgressions,
having been ordained through angels by the agency of a
mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. 3:20 Now a mediator is not for one
party only whereas God is only one. 3:21 Is the Law
then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be!
For if a law had been given which was able to impart
life, then righteousness would indeed have been based
on law. 3:22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone
under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Chriﬆ
might be given to those who believe. (NASB)
There are a number of things that jump out for us here in the text from
Galatians 3. Paul is speaking of gentile inclusion in faith in the God of
Israel. He speaks of the curse of the Law being the result of man not
being able to keep the commands. Paul says the Law is not of faith,
the reason being, the performance of the command is something that is
lived, it is tangible, something that may be taken hold of and applied
to life in a practical way. Faith is something that we believe and is an
intangible thing where faith being lived out is practical when taking in
the context of the Torah. Paul writes we are redeemed from the curse
of the Law, not from the Law itself. The curse of the Law is related
to the consequences of one’s inability to obey the commands. Paul is
making an argument for gentiles, and not about neglecting God’s commands. The Apoﬆolic Writings ﬆate Yeshua became a curse for all
peoples, so we are to have faith believing, and being juﬆiﬁed due to Yeshua’s righteousness. This is so prophecy may be fulﬁlled (i.e. Isaiah
2), and so the gentiles may also partake in the promises of God. The
point Paul is making is in relation to faith and action. Faith comes ﬁrﬆ
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and action comes second as a result of the Lord working in our lives
because of our faith. Paul speaks of the divine inspiration of the Torah
(Galatians 3:19). The culmination of his argument he ﬆates, 3:21 Is
the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For
if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. 3:22 But the Scripture has
shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Chriﬆ
might be given to those who believe. (NASB) He is saying the reason
Scripture has shut up everyone under sin was so the promises by faith
may be given also to all people, to those who would believe. Take note
again how Paul is drawing upon a gentile context, Paul is making an
argument for Gentile inclusion. He is not saying we are exempted from
obeying God’s commands.
Akeidat Yitzchak 98:8 draws these things into context ﬆating the
following.
Akeidat Yitzchak 98:8
The Jewish nation’s ﬆature as a princess amongﬆ the
nations of the world, ﬂows directly from its subservience
to its G’d. (Deut. 26, 17-18) “You have acknowledged
G’d this day...and the Lord in turn has acknowledged
you.” Our greatness is due to our having enthroned G’d
as our Sovereign. There are four areas in which subservience to G’d has to express itself. 1) Since everyone has
a tendency to want to be his own maﬆer, irrespective of
the benevolence of any authority he may ﬁnd himself under, the Torah ﬆates that “you have expressed the wish
that the Lord be with you.” (26,17) 2) Man does not
like to be thought of as a carbon copy of someone else,
nor to imitate someone else, robot like. He feels that by
doing that he deprives himself of all originality and that
he will never be thought of as an independent individual. Man desires to receive credit for action ﬆemming
from his own initiative. The book of Kohelet is full of
emphasis of the originality of its author’s thinking. “I
thought,” “I did,” I concluded” etc.
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Note how the commentary speaks of our having acknowledged God
and He having acknowledged us, and that we have enthroned the Lord
God as our Sovereign. This speaks of humility, of humbling our lives,
and of being submissive to God and His commands in our lives. If we
reject the righteous and holy ways of God, what kind of relationship do
we really have with the Lord? The commentary ﬆates that everyone
has the tendency to be his own maﬆer. This is why one chooses not
to obey the Word of God in his life. The point of our faith is to the
expectation that the Lord will be with us. To say that we only have to
believe in the Lord God in heaven and in His Messiah, does nothing to
enthrone Him above as sovereign over our lives. This is accomplished
however by our desire to mimic our lives after God’s ways. This is
what comes out of our pondering upon the mutual nature of our relationship with God. Faith that is lived out is where the commandments
come into play, these things are related to our relationship with God!
This week’s Torah portion ﬆates in Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:16

הַ יּ֣ וֹם הַ ֶ֗זּה יְ ה ֨ ָוה ֱא ֜ ֶהי ְמצַ וְּ ֧ ַלע ֲ֛שׂוֹת אֶ ת־הַ ח ִ ֻ֥קּים הָ ֵ ֖אלֶּה וְ אֶ ת־הַ ִמּ ְשׁפּ ִ ָ֑טים וְ שָׁ ־
אוֹתם בְּ כָל־לְ בָ בְ ֖ וּבְ כָל־נַפְ ֶ ֽשׁ ׃
ָ ֔ ית
ָ֙ עָשׂ
ִ ֨ ְ מַ ְר ָ ֤תּ ו28:16 The LORD your God
commands you this day to observe these laws and rules; observe them
faithfully with all your heart and soul. (NASB) The Scriptures ﬆate we
are to be faithful in our lives before God (“observe faithfully”). However, as God’s chosen people, if we choose to live in unfaithfulness, Ki
Tavo liﬆs the harsh account of the bad things “illness, famine, poverty
and exile” that would befall us if we abandon God’s commandments.
The point of the New Teﬆament writings is on what Paul spoke of,
we are to do works (deeds) which are appropriate for repentance. The
modern theology of faith alone speaks contrary to what Paul is saying
because we are called as God’s people to seek His righteousness in
our lives, by humbling our hearts and walking in His ways. The deeds
(works) Paul speaks of have not radically changed between the Old and
New Teﬆaments. The confusion of modern theologies today which
teach obedience to the Torah is a form of legalism, is oﬀ base when in
fact the Torah is a way for us to love and honor God in His Word!
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