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Parashat Re'eh

Devarim / Deu tercmamty 11:2L-16:17, Isaiah 54:11-555
]a[»n 16:1-17.24

Aiming toward the Goal of Our High Calling
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7R DRI 12:1 “These are the statutes and the judgments which you
shall carefully observe in the land which the Lord, the God of your
fathers, has given you to possess as long as you live on the earth. 12:2
“You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations whom you
shall dispossess serve their gods, on the high mountains and on the
hills and under every green tree. 12:3 “You shall tear down their altars
and smash their sacred pillars and burn their Asherim with fire, and
you shall cut down the engraved images of their gods and obliterate

their name from that place. 12:4 “You shall not act like this toward the
Lord your God. 12:5 “But you shall seek the LORD at the place which
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the Lord your God will choose from all your tribes, to establish His
name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come. (NASB) Notice
how the Chukim (2°p73) and Mishpatim (2°09¥117)) are connected to
both Haaretz (Y7IX2 NiWY? PIMWA W) and Haadamah (2°1273-22
TNINT-2Y 00 OPX-IYR). The parallel of obedience to the Land of
Israel and the word is very significant because these Scriptures are say-
ing that obeying Torah will cause life to go well with us, not just in
Eretz Yisrael, but also in all the World! Notice how this is the inter-
pretation according to the prophet Ezekiel 36:27 ‘I will put My Spirit
within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful
to observe My ordinances. 36:28 “You will live in the land that | gave
to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God.
(NASB) This point cannot be stressed enough, the Torah is designed
to point or direct our lives toward the goal of the Kingdom of Heaven.
This is a Hebraic way of saying sin is to miss the mark. So when we
are not following the Torah, we are not aiming toward the goal of the
high calling we have been given, we are missing the mark. As a result,
we understand and accept the Torah as the Father’s loving instructions
and directions to be followed motivated by our love and respect for
the God of Israel. Very often one of the first things Christians will
say when we speak of the Torah not being abolished, is ““you need to
read the book of Galatians!” In spite of the multitude of scriptures in
the “New Testament” which demonstrate we should keep HaShem’s
Torah, many understand Paul’s letter to Galatians to state otherwise. A
careful study of Galatians reveals there is not a single verse in the book
of Galatians or anywhere in the scripture that would tell us the law has
been abolished. Rather, much to the contrary! The book of Galatians
actually establishes a proof text that while we are not saved by our ob-
servance of the Torah, true believers will make a sincere effort to walk
in its precepts. Based upon these Scriptures that speak of life going
well with those who obey God’s Word by faith, we believe that God’s
commands are for our own good. The Lord loves us and wants to help
us, and not to give us unnecessary burdens. As our Creator, he has the
wisdom to know how we should live, what works best, and what causes
the most joy for the duration of our lives. We have to trust Him in His
will for our lives and that his perspective is much better than ours. Our
obedience expresses faith in his wisdom and love. Obedience is what
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he created us for, (Ephesians 2:10) and life goes better if we are in tune
with the way we were made. Note how the Torah provides for us the
hope of a future, giving us a future expectation of blessing, and of the
Messiah who will usher in that blessing. If there is no future life, then
our faith would be foolish (1 Corinthians 15:14-18). Yeshua prom-
1sed that his disciples would find eternal life which is worth far more
than anything they might have to give up in this age (Mark 10:29-30).
Everyone who is saved will have the joy of knowing the Lord God of
Israel forever, but there are also rewards in this life in addition to eter-
nal joy. Yeshua encouraged his disciples to “‘store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19-21). The Lord God rewards those
who seek him (Hebrews 11:6) and Paul wrote saying, “The Lord will
reward everyone for whatever good he does™ (Ephesians 6:8). This
is not speaking of salvation only, but of rewards in addition to salva-
tion. These rewards are not speaking of the prosperity gospel that is
taught today. Paul speaks of the life of a believer and judgment as a
fire that tests the quality of every person’s work and faith. “If what he
has built survives, he will receive his reward” (1 Corinthians 3:14)
and if it is burned up, he will lose it, but he will still be saved (3:15).
Reward however is not the only reason we work, for we are children of
the King, not employees who do only what we get paid for. We obey
by reason of our love for Him. This love is not only for our Father in
heaven, but also for the people around us, because they will be better
off if we obey His instruction than if we do not. God’s instructions are
sensible, not arbitrary rules and they are meant to help people get along
with one another. This is how the Torah relates to the New Covenant,
repentance, and seeking the Lord in heaven. In addition, this also is
why we are not to serve the Lord God the way the nations serve their
gods or choosing to do what we think is right in our own eyes. We are
to use God’s Word as our standard for righteousness, justice, and truth,
so we do not stray from the ways of the Lord. Let’s discuss these things
further in this week’s Torah portion.
This week we are looking at Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:1-8.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:1-18
12:1 “These are the statutes and the judgments which
you shall carefully observe in the land which the Lord,
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the God of your fathers, has given you to possess as
long as you live on the earth. 12:2 “You shall utterly
destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall
dispossess serve their gods, on the high mountains and
on the hills and under every green tree. 12:3 “You shall
tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars
and burn their Asherim with fire, and you shall cut down
the engraved images of their gods and obliterate their
name from that place. 12:4 “You shall not act like this
toward the Lord your God. 12:5 “But you shall seek the
LORD at the place which the Lord your God will choose
from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His
dwelling, and there you shall come. 12:6 ‘There you
shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your
tithes, the contribution of your hand, your votive offer-
ings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your
herd and of your flock. 12:7 “There also you and your
households shall eat before the Lord your God, and re-
joice in all your undertakings in which the Lord your
God has blessed you. 12:8 “You shall not do at all what
we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is
right in his own eyes; 12:9 for you have not as yet come
to the resting place and the inheritance which the Lord
your God is giving you. 12:10 “When you cross the Jor-
dan and live in the land which the Lord your God is
giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your
enemies around you so that you live in security, 12:11
then it shall come about that the place in which the Lord
your God will choose for His name to dwell, there you
shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offer-
ings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribu-
tion of your hand, and all your choice votive offerings
which you will vow to the Lord. 12:12 ‘And you shall
rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your sons
and daughters, your male and female servants, and the
Levite who is within your gates, since he has no portion
or inheritance with you. 12:13 “Be careful that you do



not offer your burnt offerings in every cultic place you
see, 12:14 but in the place which the Lord chooses in
one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt of-
ferings, and there you shall do all that I command you.
12:15 “‘However, you may slaughter and eat meat with-
in any of your gates, whatever you desire, according to
the blessing of the Lord your God which He has given
you; the unclean and the clean may eat of it, as of the
gazelle and the deer. 12:16 ‘Only you shall not eat the
blood; you are to pour it out on the ground like water.
12:17 “You are not allowed to eat within your gates the
tithe of your grain or new wine or oil, or the firstborn of
your herd or flock, or any of your votive offerings which
you vow, or your freewill offerings, or the contribution
of your hand. 12:18 “But you shall eat them before the
Lord your God in the place which the Lord your God
will choose, you and your son and daughter, and your
male and female servants, and the Levite who is within
your gates; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your
God in all your undertakings. (NASB)
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IRTRT-PY 0000 DRR-TWR 12:1 “These are the statutes and the judg-
ments which you shall carefully observe in the land which the Lord,
the God of your fathers, has given you to possess as long as you live
on the earth. (NASB) This verse is a central tenant of the Torah saying
that we are to follow the statutes and judgments of God all the days of
our lives. The interpretation is the Torah directs our lives toward the
kingdom of God. (Ezekiel 36:27) This is why Yeshua taught to seek
first the kingdom of God in Matthew 6:33. For some the meaning
of seeking first the kingdom of God is straight forward, but is this as
simple as most believe? The idea is to seek the things that are inherent
in the kingdom of God because they are of greater value than all the
worlds riches. We are told to seek the things of God as a priority over
the things of the world. This Torah mandate to observe carefully the
statutes and judgements calls us to have a different attitude toward the

5



Understanding the Covenant — Repentance Series

things of God, to make His ways a priority in our lives living in obedi-
ence to Him and sharing the good news of the kingdom to everyone.
The question then is “how do we know if we are seeking God’s kingdom
first?”” This is why the Torah mandates keeping the statutes and judge-
ments for every person, to help us to understand what it means to seek
first the kingdom. Some questions we may ask ourselves, “Where do |
primarily spend my energies? Is all my time and money spent on goods
and activities that will perish, or in the services of God, the results of
which live on for eternity?”” Believers who have learned to truly put
the Lord first in their lives may rest in the knowledge that *“...and all
these things will be given to you as well.” These things are found in
His promises to provide for His people in supply and need (Philippians
4:19). The point is that we do not seek the kingdom of God for wealth.
The Lord knows our needs. He also does not promise what the prosper-
ity gospel teachers claim of great wealth and riches. Note what Sforno
states concerning Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:1.

Sforno on Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:1 Part 1
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°1°7 2 INWAY-.. WD WK, observance of all the
commandments listed forthwith is, among other things,
a condition to ensure that you will remain ancestral

owners of this land for all time. 2°1°71 %3, during all the
time when you are busy wiping out locations dedicated
to idolatry and you will not yourselves worship idols by
becoming like them by offering your sacrifices wherever
it pleases you.

Sforno points out obeying God’s word is to destroy the locations of
pagan worship. He connects this to not becoming like the nations,
making sacrifices wherever it pleases us. Note how the sacrifice is not
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simply a matter of blood letting (animal sacrifices), but also encom-
passes the sacrifice of our lives. This then may be interpreted as we
are not to make sacrifices based upon our whim, but to do so according
to God’s Word. The Lord promised to provide for His people, but He
also looks for sacrifices demonstrating our love for Him. Note how the
Lord loved both Job and Elijah, and He allowed Satan to attack Job. In
the Tanach, the Lord allowed Jezebel to break the spirit of the prophet
Elijah (see Job 1-2 and 1 Kings 18-19). In both cases, the ““negative”
aspects of the “wiles of the enemy” run counter to the heresy of the
“prosperity”” gospel. This false teaching has the message “God wants
you to be rich!”” But this philosophy is not the counsel we receive in

the Scriptures, and this is not the meaning of the Torah command, X
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are the statutes and the judgments which you shall carefully observe
in the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to
possess as long as you live on the earth. (NASB) Yeshua taught that we
are to focus our attention upon the things of God’s kingdom.

The Talmud Bavli has the following to say concerning Devarim /
Deuteronomy 12:1.

Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 37a:4

The Gemara asks: From where are these matters de-
rived? The Gemara answers: This is as the Sages taught
in a baraita: The verse states: “These are the statutes
and the ordinances that you shall observe to do in the
land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given
you to possess it, all the days that you live upon the
earth” (Deuteronomy 12:1). This verse is interpreted
as follows: The phrase “these are the statutes” means
that these are the expositions that the Sages learn from
verses. With regard to the phrase ““and the ordinances,”
these are monetary laws. With regard to ““that you shall
observe,” this is referring to the study of matters that
must be observed for one to perform them. And as for
the phrase “to do,” this is referring to action, the actual
performance of mitzvot.
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Notice how the rabbis in the Talmud state these commands are given
in order to possess the land all the days we live. They divide the verse
into categories saying, one part speaks of what the sages have learned,
the other speaks to our studying, and the third part speaks to our taking
action to live out God’s Word.

The Talmud continues saying the following,

Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 37a:5

The baraita continues: From the phrase “in the land
[ba’aretz],” one might have thought that all mitzvot
apply only in Eretz Yisrael. Therefore, the verse also
states “all the days that you live upon the earth,” i.e.,
wherever you live. Furthermore, if the Merciful One had
written only the phrase “all the days,” one might have
thought that all mitzvot should apply both in Eretz Yis-
rael and outside of Eretz Yisrael. Therefore, the verse
also states ““in the land.”

The point is the commands are not meant just for Eretz Yisrael. The
rabbis in the Talmud point this out based upon this verse, 'Tﬁ 7’7& N
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mm ’737 a”n anx wwx mm ’73 szmb -|b 12:1 ‘These are the
statutes and the Judgments which you shall carefully observe in the
land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess
as long as you live on the earth. (NASB) The reason the verse is writ-

ten TNINT-?Y 00 DAR-IYR is that these commands are for us who
live throughout the earth. It is for all peoples, and not just for a specific
place or time.

What we are learning here today, is that if we want the best for
our families, then we ought to live by God’s Torah. The reason these
things are true, is the Torah lays down a system of holidays that remind
us throughout the year of the Lord and the great love that He has for
us. The Torah is a health manual, both spiritually and physically. The
Torah is a marriage manual, how to treat one another and how to show
our love for one another. The Torah describes how we should raise our
family (see Devarim / Deuteronomy 4-10). The Torah describes how
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we are to treat our friends,strangers, and even our enemies. The Torah
is a business manual (having just scales), and teaches us extensively
about times of war. We are given instruction on how to fear and respect
the Lord, how to take care of ourselves, personal hygiene and food, and
how we relate to our spouses, children, servants, and workers. There
are too many verses to reference here from the Torah to provide all of
the examples, because from cover to cover the five books of Moshe
details all of these things. Yeshua said the two most important com-
mands, Love God with all your heart, and love your neighbor as your-
self. He focused upon these three areas of the Torah and if we succeed
in them we have fulfilled the Torah (lived it). Note how we speak a lot
about God’s Torah, but what we are saying is God’s Word is involved
in every aspect of our lives, for good, for life, for joy, and for peace.

Paul’s writings further clarify what Yeshua taught. Paul reinforces
a central tenant of the Torah in the covenant relationship, that a spouse
1s bound to the other spouse by the covenant of blood until one of them
dies, then the marriage covenant is no longer in place. Similarly, a per-
son dies to sin as being in Yeshua the Messiah, and the new master (Ye-
shua) takes over and we live according to the Spirit. The point is that
every person who has the expectation of eternal life in the Kingdom of
God, and wants to enjoy a good, healthy and prosperous life now, ought
to do their best to follow the Creator’s instructions. The bottom line is,
the more of the Torah we succeed to keep, the better our life will be and
the better life will be for every one around us. It is also only with God’s
help that we are able to do as He wants, to walk according to the Spirit.
The commands were given to us in order to humble our lives for the
glory of God. Instead of arrogantly declaring that we are ““not under
the law, but under grace,” which is an insult to the grace and goodness
of God in His Word, we are to humble our lives, and to seek first His
kingdom. He is looking for His sons and daughters to have the correct
heart attitude towards His Torah, and like King David, thank Him and
praise Him for giving us His perfect instructions, and to do the best we
can to live by them. And when we fail, we get back up, repent, and
continue to walk in the Spirit with the help of the Lord.
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