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Do We Believe in Something that is Contrary to Scripture?

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-176. Tehillim / Psalm 119 shows us that the Word of
God should take top priority in our lives and the importance of praise. Looking at the Masoretic Text, Te-
hillim / Psalm 119 is divided in the sections based upon the 22 letters in the Hebrew alef-bet. The first eight

verses are grouped under the letter X (alef) the next eight verses under the letter 2 (bet), etc. The overall
scheme found throughout Tehillim / Psalms 119 seems to be determined mostly by the alef-bet organization
of the text. Throughout Tehillim / Psalms 119, the word Torah (771n) is used 25 times and is a reference to
both the books of Moshe and to teaching or instruction. The basic conclusion is that the Torah is not just

for academic interest, but for obedience. The word Testimonies (1’7Y) is used 10 times meaning ““to bear
witness (testimonies).” This directs us to obey God’s Word as bearing God’s testimonies in our lives. The

word Way (1°2772) is used 7 times referring to the way the Lord wants us to walk in His was as opposed to

our own ways. (see 119:5, 26, 29, 59, 168). The word Precepts (7°72D) is used 21 times meaning to inspect
or enumerate directing us to pay particular attention to the instruction of the Lord as one who cares about the

details. The word Statutes (7°p

commands.” The word Commandments (7°11X7) is used 22 times meaning “the authority of God’s Word”
providing us with the written explanation of the righteousness of God for our lives. The word Judgments

(VBWN) is used 23 times giving us the idea of justice as a part of the character of God and His people. The

Lord will bring justice to our lives and repay those who hurt us. The Word (57272) is used 23 times and is
a reference to the spoken word of God to His people. This word is derived from the verb ““to say”” and has

the nuance of of the promises of God for His people. The word Faithfulness (7011%) is cited in Tehillim /
Psalms as faithfulness (119:90), righteousness (119:40), and as name (119:132). Summarizing these terms
in the Psalm speaks of God’s authority, faithfulness, and love for His people. The reference to these words
are not as a suggestion to live but that obedience to the Lord is not optional for us as believers. We study the
Scriptures not simply for academic purposes, and we do not study to simply learn and follow what it says.
We study the Scriptures in order to draw nearer to and seek the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua.
The word of God draws us to live a spiritual life (John 3:5; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23). The Word of God
sustains us in this life, especially when our hearts grow cold due to living in this world. The Lord God of
Israel is the author of life itself, His Word has life-giving power, both to bring the spiritually dead person to
life and to renew the life of the faithful believer. These are the reason why we study God’s Word each Day!

nsaay Hebrew SRR Aramaic eMmvikog  Greek
VP 1D 29N Y50 ©IP 9D 192w a0 | YAAMOI 119
-: D’Db.‘i[{ _]1:{_’?3’7311 ’ng R -anT RAIR 3D5‘7w-{ ]1[—‘3:1 N 119:1 (17\.7\1]}\.01)1& (X)\.(P uUdelOl ot

duopot v 60® ol TOPELOUEVOL €V VOUM

PRTY NI R 2 N1in
VY9-8 AR 3 MY 29-702
ANME AN 7327 12772 A9

TTRR MY? TIRD

NP 2T RDOTIND PO
“an° X2 D02 M0 T
172Y X7 072 3 IOV W
297 RPN NN ROPY
"% TP RNTPD NIR T

JRTMY 0IN°

Kopiov 119:2 paxdpiot oi EEepevvdvTeg
O poptople avtod &v OAn  Kopdiq
éx{nmoovoty avtov 119:3 ov yop ol
épyalopevol v avopiov €v tailg 6d01g
avtod €mopevbncav 119:4 ov éveteirm
TG EVTOAAG G0V PLAGENGOL GPOdpa

Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry




-92-OK% 1 a0 UIAR-KD IR )
TH72232 WA ATIR TIDiEn

2 U CTRR-TY O1AYR-ON
TNR72 WY MR- W33
WYR-OX TAYIT 027-932 O
TR CRIDY 0272 X NI
T2 2 :T-RUON X2 WH? AN
NYWD 2 PR CITH? I AN
72T IID-UBWR 92 °R7E0
W in-%2 vy cnww PRty
SPONR TYIRY AW TIP3
MAWR X7 yYYNYN Tnpna 1o
MO TTW-7Y T AT
TIN Y- M IRT AU
W0 AN NN Y
D IRIEH 3N INPR-7R TIND
TYIWR-78 TIRN? WD 1IR3

:Ny-223

q0nY NN PPNT Y Av 1
R? IR 7797 1 1DO0TA 0In°
TP 937 SM2oN0R2 NIAN
“12 X237 NIX°IN2 TATR TR T
INTA N T INNIT 0107 99
v IRTAY TV 0N 212w RY UK
=M% TNATIR DY XD 907 X2
-an "% 922 0 17UMAT P L
NY SYVN P1°HWN RY TIONIR DOV
MWUYR 5292 X TTIRON
STATR 2R X7 9932 1 T
=12 N ORI DR U2 2
D2 NPYNWR NN X NN
TONTIT0 AR P TR0 0T
W RPN XY DD 190 NN
"R PONORY POnR 7TIPea
X? PI990°R N2 TV N
DY v oW 10 1727 CWINR
D3 D707 VR MR 7Y
SIIRD WD 9IN0RY Y
P°70N K7 RVIR2 RIX 7 0
"9 oWOINMAT D IPTPD IN

7OV 902 PP7IP0D RNAvA

119:5 Odpehov  katevBuvbeincav
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&nyyea mhvta td Kpipato TOD
o1opaTOg cov 119:14 €v 1§ 03D TV
poptupiov cov Etépednv ¢ €mi
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GOV GOOAEGYNOM® KOl KOTOVONOM TAG
0000G 6ov 119:16 €v 101¢ dSwkandpaciv
OOV UEAETNO® OVK EMIANGOUOL TOV
AMoywv cov 119:17 yod avtamddog
@ 00VA® cov {noopat Koi LALE®
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119:25 de\0 &coAAnOn @ E6apet 1) yoyn
pov {oov pe koo tov Adyov cov 119:26
TG 000VG LoV EENYYEILD KOl ETNKOVGAC
pov Sida&dv pe To OIKOUIMUOTA GOV
119:27 630V SIKOU®UAT®Y GOV GUVETIGOV
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axndiog PePaiwcdv pe év toig AdYOlg
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am’ €uod kol T® VOU® cov EAENCOV e
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119:37 damoctpeyov 100G OQOUANODS
Hov Tod pn idelv potondtnTo &V TH 00Q
ooV (fjoov pe 119:38 otiicov 1@ S0V A®
GOV TO AOYOV cov &ig TOV POfov Gov
119:39 mepiehe TOV OveldIoUOV pov OV
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119:41 ovav xoi EMOot En” €ue 1O Eledg
GOVL KUple 10 GOTNPOV GOV KOTA TO
AOY16V cov 119:42 kol dmokpiOncopot
101¢ oveldilovot pe Adyov 6Tt HAmca €mi
TOVG AOYoLg gov 119:43 kol pun meptéAng
€K T0D 6TOPATOG oL AdYoV dAnOeiog Emg
o(podpa &1L EM T KPILATO GOV EMMATIGO
119:44 xoi @uAGE®m TOV VooV cov O
Tavtog €ig TOV aidva Kol €lg TOV aidva
00 «ai®vog 119:45 «xai Emopevounv
&v mhotuoou@® OTt TOC EVIOAIC GOv
g€elnmoa 119:46 kai éLdAovv €v Toig
poptupiolg cov évavtiov Pfaciiéwnv Kol
ovK nmoyvvounv 119:47 kai éuerétav
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cpddpa 119:48 kai fpa Tég ¥EIpC Hov
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NooAéoyovv €v Toig SIKAIMUUCTY GOV
119:49 o pviebntt tov Adyov Gov
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pov 6t 10 AdY16v cov E(noév pe 119:51
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119:54 yaltd oGV Lol TO SIKADUOTA
cov &v Tom® mopoikiog pov 119:55
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KOpie kol EpuAato TOV vopov cov 119:56
ot €yeviOn pot &1t T SIKoOUATE GOV
g&elnmoa 119:57 O pepig pov kvpie
gino. LAGEAGHOL TOV VooV Gov 119:58
€0ennv 100 mpoomdmov Gov €v OAn
Kopdig Lov EAENGOV LE KOTA TO AOYIOV
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119:61 oyowio ULOPTOADY
TEPLEMAAKNGAV Ol Kol TOD VOUOL GOV
ovK émerafounv 119:62 pecovoktiov
EEnyepounv tod &éoporoyeichai cot éml
T Kpipoata Th¢ dkaosvvng cov 119:63
UETOYOG EYD €L TAVTOV TAOV POPOVUEVOV
6€ KOl TV LAOGTOVTOV TAG EVTOALS GOV
119:64 100 éhéovg Gov KLpLe TANPNG 1| Y1
T SIKAUOPOTAE GOV d1daEdv pe 119:65 ™0
ypnotdémra Emoincog petd Tod doVAOV
GOV KUPlE KOTO TOV AdYov Gov 119:66
ypnotéTTa Kol modeioav kol yv@dowv
Sida&ov pe dtitaic évrolaigoov Enictevca
119:67 mpo 100 pe TOmEW®OT VoL £y®
EMAUUEANGa S0 TodTo TO AOYLOV GOV
gpvhala 119:68 ypnotdc €l ob KOplE
Kol év T1j xpnotdmti cov dida&dv pe ta
dwkaudpoatd cov 119:69 émdndovon én’
€ue adwio vmepnEavov &ymd 08 &v OAN
kapdig pov E&epeuviiom TOG EVTOAAG
ocov 119:70 €rupdOn mg yaAa M kapdia
aOTOV £Yd O€ TOV VOLOV GOV EUEAETNOO
119:71 ayobov pot 611 Erameivacds pe
Ommg av pabo T dikatdpatd cov 119:72
ayo06v pot 6 vopog tod oTtdOpaTdS GOV
VIEP  YIMAdAG ypLGiov Kal dpyvpiov
119:73 100 ai xelpéc cov émoincdy e kol
EMAOGAY [LE CLUVETIOOV HE Kol padnoopon
TG Evtoddg cov 119:74 ol pofodpevoi oe
Syovtai pe kai gdepavincovtar 6Tt €ig
ToVG AdYovg cov EmnAmica 119:75 &yvav
KOpLle OTL dIKOLOGVVT TG KPiatd cov Kol
aAnOeiq étomeivooac pe 119:76 yevnOnto
oM 10 &ledg cov TOD TOpPUKAAECHL UE
Kotd TO AOYWOV ooV T® O0VA® GOV
119:77 éM0étmwadv pot ot oiktippol cov
Kol {foopot 6t 6 VOUOG Gov HeAéTn pHob
éotv 119:78 aioyuvOntoocay Drepripavot
OtL adikmg Mvopncov &g Eué €yd o€
aooAecynow &v taig EvtoAaic cov 119:79
EMOTPEYATOGAY Ot 01 oPodevoi oe Kol
ol YIVOOKOVTEG T HopTupld cov 119:80
yevnOto M kapdio. pov Guopog &v Tolg
dikadpoaciv cov Onmg av [ aicyuved
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119:81 1 yoo éxkheimel €ic 10 cwTPLOV
ooV 1) YuYN LoV Kol €lg TOV AOYOV GOv
gmAmica 119:82 é&éhmov oi dpOaipol
pov &ig t0 Ady6V cov Aéyovieg mOTE
napokoréoelg pe 119:83 ot éyevinv
¢ GOKOG €V TTAYVY T OIKOIDUOTE GOV
ovK émerofounv 119:84 moocm gicilv ai
Nuépat Tod S0HAOL GOV TOTE TOMGELS LLOL
€K TOV KaTadwKOVTOV pe kpiowy 119:85
dmynoavtd pot mapdvopotr ddoiecyiog
A" oy g O vopog cov kopte 119:86
nacot ol évtoiai cov ainbelo adikmg
katediow&ay pe Pondnoov por 119:87
apd Ppoyd cvvetérecav pe €v Tl vi|
EY® 0& OVK &YKATEMTOV TOG EVTOAAG
cov 119:88 katd 10 EAedc Gov (fodv ue
Kol QUAGE® TO HoPTOPLEL TOD GTOHOTOC
cov 119:89 1 Aafd &ig OV aidva KoOpie
0 AO0Yoc cov Swopével &v T® OoVPOVEQ
119:90 eig yeveav Kai yeveav 1) dAneld
cov &bspedimoag v yijv Kol Stopével
119:91 1) Sratdéet cov drapével 1 Huépa
Ot t0 cvpmavta dodha o 119:92 i un
0T 0 VOLLOG GOV PEAETN LoV EGTLV TOTE GV
AmOAOUNV €V T Tamewvmacet pov 119:93
glg OV ai®dva ov un émAdbopotl tdV
SKomUATOV cov OtL €v avtoig &nodg
pe kopte 119:94 66g i éyd odGOV e
ot Ta dikodpatd cov £éefnoa 119:95
gue mEpevay ApapT®Aol ToD amoAécal
pe td poptopd cov cvvijka 119:96
méong cvviedeiag eidov mépag TAATEID
N évtoA] cov ceodpa 119:97 1 unu ag
Nyémnoa tOvV vOpovV Gov Kvple OANV
™V Nuépav peAétn pov €otv 119:98
VIEP TOVG EYOPOVG LoV E0OPIGAG LE TNV
EVTOANV 60V 0Tl €lG TOV ai®dVA pol EoTv
119:99 vmep mbvrag ToLG SOACKOVTAG
pe ouvijka 6Tt Ta popTHPLE GOL HEAETN
pov éotv 119:100 vmep mpeosPutépovg
ocuvijka 0Tt T0G EVToAdg cov €Eelntnoa
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119:101 éx mbiong 660D Tovnpag EKOAVGO.
ToVG MOdaGg Hov Omwg v ELAGE®D TOVG
Adyovg cov 119:102 amd @V Kpudtov
ooV ovk €EEkMva 8Tl oV €vopoBétnoag
pot 119:103 ¢ yAvkéa t@ Adpoyyi pov
o Aoyl cov vmEp PEML Kol knplov T@
otopatipov 119:104 arnod té@v EviordY Gov
ocvviika 610 Todto €pionca mioayv OOV
aokiog 61t o évopobénodg pot 119:105
L VOouv A0YVoG T0ilG mociv pov O Adyog
6ov Kol MG Toig tpifoig pov 119:106
oumpoko Kol &otnoo 100 euAdEacot
0 Kpipata thg dikatooHvng cov 119:107
Eramevabny £0g cpddpa kopte (fodv e
Koo Tov Adyov cov 119:108 10 ékovota
00 oTONATOC POV €VOOKN GOV ON KOpLe
Kol To kpipatd cov dida&ov pe 119:109
N Woyn LoV £V Taig XepSiv LoV Sl TavTOg
Kol tod vOuov cov ovk EmeAafounv
119:110 &0evto auoptorol moyido Lot
Kol €K TV EVIOADY GOV OVK ETAaVIRONV
119:111 ékinpovéunca td pLoptopld Gov
€l Tov aidvo 6Tt ayoropo T Kopdiag
pov giowv 119:112 &khva v kapdiov
LoV TOD TOL|GOL TA SIKOULMUOTA GOV €1
OV aidva o dvrapewyy 119:113 1 capy
TapovOLOLE  Euionoo Kol TOV  VOUOV
cov TMydmmoo 119:114 Bonbdéc pov kol
AvTMuTOp pov €1 oV &g TOV Adyov
cov &mAmco 119:115 éxkAivate am’
€Uod  movNpevdpEVOL Kol  EEEPELVICM
tag évtoAdg Tod Ogod pov 119:116
avtilofod pov Kotd TO AOYOV GOv Kol
{ioopot kol ) KoTouoybvng He amd Thg
nmpocdokiag pov 119:117 Bonncdv pot
Kol cmbnioopol Kol HEAETHO® &V TOlg
dwoudpoaciv cov o mavtog 119:118
€E0VOEVIOTOG TAVTAG TOVG ATOCTOTODVTOG
470 TAOV SIKOUOUAT®OV 60V dTL AdIKoV TO
EvOopmua avtdv 119:119 mapafaivovtog
ELoylouny mhvtag ToLG AUAPTOAOVS TS
Y1 O ToDTO NYATNGA TO LOPTVPLEL GOV
o wavtog 119:120 kobnlmcov €k ToD
@OBoL cOV TAG GAPKAG OV ATO Yap TOV
KPAT®V 6oV Epofnonv

Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry




-23 PT¥) LIYD WY XOp
T73Y 7Y 25p DORWY? WPIn
TY AP DT RYY-ON 21
TP ARTE NV AP 192
"7 PRI TR0 T7W-0Y Ay
AYTR) I W T 0P 17
TR NIwY? Ny 0P Ny
NATN 12-7¥ 1P 07N 1797
1229 T3P 11911 2710 TRIEN
RW MIR-22 Y 23 "TIpD-73
-2V PDITY NIXDD L3P CORIY
TI2T 02 9P OWDI DRI 12
NIYD-2 R9p 10709 P TN
%P RN PRINT 2 TORUN)
AN LIYRI ORD UAR-TID
INVRRI 127 YD AP Y
172 TR TR-232 "3-0PWA-IX)
7P TTIPR TRV DTN PYYR
MY CITR?) TTWR WT TR
2 OPYITY OM-"R9R P R

TR POTY TOR 190N 1MMY-RD
IR TP ITRRWD W A
TX 0P TR AINR DY PTY

DI FI2T W22 DRI "IN
7YY TRR AN 79X P
IR

X7 RNPTXY RIT NO72Y ROP
2°02 25p YYD C1pawn
=T PIMPYY XY RAVY 7Y
“PT197 1720 PV AP IPNT
Qv 72y TOR TRIX M T
29R TNTA 77017 PR 7TV
N’ 7°aN RIX T 9P O
“YNY TV DR TMTI0 VTR
X770 WK 77T XMV 72
ST K1 WA TR TNTIR
IRTM2IN 1Y RATTA PTIPD N
=19 ROTIP°9 93 R12°7 on op
XYW 7R D2 NN Ao
IOMTI0 WIS vdp NI
DP W1 TINIWI RIDNT MWN
AN ROWN NP 2T 9703
ORI DOND MO RDP ONAW
2%p °n°a¥ TTIPE? 21K N°D
XN29°70 9y 0IM MY 1BNK
“NX NMNOR 9P 1AW nmD
90 "2 vwHwn XY TN TP
XDPUN N PO TP PR
9P ITTIPD MLRY RWI 027
n° 919°9K) 772V2 IR JOXR VT
TINM RO 10 19 TN
RNPIIR 101 ROT D00 DY oY
=7 PXM TN DR OPIT TR
M7 ROPTX RNTPD 9P 773
VoP IRTMY RMINTY RMTI0
WWINR Q1IN NIV N NN
T RPID AP PYR AT

itaksm i miala ik

119:121 v ow £Emoinoo  kpipo Kol
dwoatoochHvny W mopaddS UE  TOIg
aoucodotv pe 119:122 Exde&on Tov 500AOV
o0V €ig ayafdv pun cLVKOPAVINGUTOGHY
pe vepneavotl 119:123 oi dpOoipoi pov
g&émov €lg 10 cOTMPLOV GOV Kol €ig
10 AOYlov Tii¢ dkatooHvng cov 119:124
noinoov petd tobd J0VAOL GOV KOTA
10 &LedC Gov Kol TO SIKOLOUATE GOV
Sida&OV e 119:125 600AOG 60V gipu EYD
GULVETIOOV LLE KOl YVMGOUL TO LopTOpLYL
cov 119:126 xopdg tod momcor T@
Kuplo Oleckédooav TOV VOUOV GOV
119:127 &1 todTo Nydmnco T0g EVIOAGS
oov vrEp ypvciov Kol tornaliov 119:128
o todT0 TMPOC TGOS TOG EVIOAAG
ooV KoTmphoduny micov 000V EdKov
guionca 119:129 1 on Bovpaoctd T
poptHpld cov de todTo EENpevvnoe
avta M youyn pov 119:130 11 dMiwoig
TV AOY®V GOv QOTIET Kol GLVETIEL
vnmiovg 119:131 10 otépa pov fvor&a
kol efAkvoo mvedpo 0Tl Tag EVIoAdg
oov énemobovv 119:132 Emifreyov én’
EUE Kol EAENGOV e Kot TO Kpipo TV
dyamdvtov 1O dvoud cov 119:133 1
dwfnquotd pov Koatevbovov Kotd TO
AOY1OV GOV KOl L) KOTAKLPLEVGAT® LoV
ndco avopio 119:134 Atpooai pe amd
oVKOPAVTIOG AVOpOT®V Kol GUAGE®D TOG
&vtoldg cov 119:135 10 mpodG®ROV 60V
Emipavov £l TOV 00DAGV 6oV Kol didaEOV
pe T Stkodpotd gov 119:136 d1e£660vg
VoAtV KatéPnoav ol dpOoipoi pov Enel
ovK £pOia&ov TOV vopov cov 119:137 1
cadn Sikoiog &l kKOpie kai eDONG 1) Kpioig
oov 119:138 éveteihd SkoocvVNV TaL
poptopld cov koi aAndelovy  ceddpa
119:139 g&émn&év pe 0 ijhog tod oikov
oov Ot €éngldfovio TV AOywv Gov ol
&xOpoi pov 119:140 memvpwpévov 10
AOYIOV 6oL 6(PAdpa Kol O S0DAGG Gov
Nyanncev adtd
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119:141  vedtepdg it &yod Kol
€E0VOEVOUEVOS T SIKOLMUOTH GOV OLK
gnehodouny 119:142 1 dwkarochvn Gov
dwooovvn €ig TOV aidva Kol O VOHOg
ocov aAndeia 119:143 OAyig kai avarykn
ebpocav pe ol évtolai Gov peAET HoOV
119:144 Swotocbvn Td UOPTOPLEL GOV
€1 TOV ai®dVo GUVETIGOV pe Kol (oot
119:145 1 ko gxéxpato &v OAN Kopdig
LLOV ETAKOVGOV OV KOPLE TO SIKOLDUOTA
ocov éxmmow 119:146 éxékpa&d oe
o®dGOV Ue kol QLUAAE® TA HapTOPLY
oov 119:147 mpoépbaco &v dmpig Kol
gxéxpada €ig TOLG AOYOVG GOV EMNATIGN
119:148 mpoépbacav ol dpOuipoi pov
pog OpBpov 10D peretdv TO AOYL
cov 119:149 1fic pwviig pov dxovcov
KOple Katd 10 EAeOG GOV KT TO Kpipo
ocov (foov pe 119:150 mpocnyyicav ol
KOTOSUOKOVTEG Ue Gvopig amd 6& 10D
vopoL Gov Epakpovincay 119:151 &yyig
el 60 kOple kol mdoar oi &violai cov
aanfew 119:152 xat’ dpyog €yvov €k
TV poaptopiov cov 8Tt €ig TOV aidva
€0eperiooag avtd 119:153 prng id¢ v
toneivoctv pov Koi €€glod pe OtL Tov
vopov cov ovK émehabounv 119:154
Kpivov TNV Kpicw pov kol AOTtpmcai e
S tov Adyov cov Cficov pe 119:155
HOKPOY Ao AUapTOADY cotnpia dTt Ta
dwoudpatd cov ovk E&elntnooay 119:156
ol OiKTIpHoi Gov TOAAOL KUPLE KATA TO
Kkpipa cov {foov pe 119:157 moidloi ol
EKODKOVTEG Pe Kol EKOAIPoVTEG pe Ek TV
poaptopiov cov ovk &&ékhva 119:158
£ldov dovvOetodvtog Kol dEeTnkouny 81t
0 Aoy cov ovK EpuAd&ovto 119:159
i0¢ 811 TG EVTOAAC GOV Mydmnoa KOpLe
&v 10 é\éel cov (fodv pe 119:160 apymn
TV AOY®V 60V aAN 01 Kol €ig TOV aidval
mhvto To Kpipato Thg S1kaosvuvng Gov
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119:161 « oev Gpyovieg KotedimERvV
pe dwpedv Kol GmO TOV AOY®OV GOV
gdediaoey 1 kapdio pov 119:162
ayoAMdoopor €ym Emi Ta AOYLL GOV
g 0 gupiockmv okdAa moAAd 119:163
aowkiov épionoa kol ERderv&auny tov
0¢ vopov cov nyannco 119:164 éntakig
TG MUEPAG TVESA GOl €ml T KpipoTa
Mg dKaoovvng cov 119:165 eipnvn
TOAAT TOTG AYam@GV TOV VOUOV GOV Kol
ovK €otv avtoig okdvooiov 119:166
TPOGEOOK®OY TO COTPOV GOV KOPLE
Kol T0G €vIoldg cov Tydmmoo 119:167
EPUAALEV 1] Yoy HOL TA HapTHPLE GOV
Kol mMyamnoev avta oeodpo 119:168
€POANL TAG EVTOLAC GOV KoL TA LOPTOPLYL
cov 611 mhoat ol 6601 Hov &vaviiov Gov
KkOpte 119:169 « Bav yyiodro 1 6éncic
LoV EVOTOV GOV KUPLE KATd TO AOY10V
cov cLVETIoOV pe 119:170 eicéAbBot to
a&lopd pov Evmov Gov Katd T0 A0y1ov
cov pvoai pe 119:171 &&epedéovto o
€A pov duvov dtav 6WAENG pe Ta
dwodpoatd cov 119:172 @béyéorto M
YADGGA pov TO AdYOV cov 0Tl mhoot
ol évtoloi ocov dwkatocvvn 119:173
vevéabo 1 yelp cov 0D odoai pe OtL
T0g €vioAdg cov Tpeticaunv 119:174
gnenodnoa 10 cOTMPLOV Gov KOpLE Kol
0 vopog cov peAétn pov oty 119:175
{Moetor M yoyn pov Kai aivécel o Kol
10 Kpipotd cov Pondnost pot 119:176
EmhavnOnv  o¢ mpoPatov  AmOAMAOG
{tnoov Tov 0DAGV Gov OTL TOG EVTOAAG
o0V OVK EmeAafoUNV
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:1 How blessed are those whose
way is blameless, Who walk in the
law of the Lord. 119:2 How blessed
are those who observe His testimo-
nies, Who seek Him with all their
heart. 119:3 They also do no unrigh-
teousness; They walk in His ways.
119:4 You have ordained Your pre-
cepts, That we should keep them
diligently. 119:5 Oh that my ways
may be established To keep Your
statutes! 119:6 Then I shall not be
ashamed When I look upon all Your
commandments. 119:7 1 shall give
thanks to You with uprightness of
heart, When I learn Your righteous
judgments. 119:8 I shall keep Your
statutes; Do not forsake me utterly!
119:9 How can a young man keep
his way pure? By keeping it accord-
ing to Your word. 119:10 With all
my heart I have sought You; Do not
let me wander from Your command-
ments. 119:11 Your word I have
treasured in my heart, That I may
not sin against You. 119:12 Bless-
ed are You, O Lord; Teach me Your
statutes. 119:13 With my lips I have
told of All the ordinances of Your
mouth. 119:14 I have rejoiced in the
way of Your testimonies, As much
as in all riches. 119:15 I will med-
itate on Your precepts And regard
Your ways. 119:16 1 shall delight
in Your statutes; I shall not forget
Your word. 119:17 Deal bountifully
with Your servant, That I may live
and keep Your word. 119:18 Open
my eyes, that I may behold Won-
derful things from Your law. 119:19
I am a stranger in the earth; Do not
hide Your commandments from me.
119:20 My soul is crushed with
longing After Your ordinances at all
times. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:1 How happy are the perfect of way,
who walk in the Torah of the Lord. 119:2
How happy those who keep his testimo-
ny; with a whole heart they will seek
his instruction. 119:3 Truly they have
not acted deceitfully; in his proper ways
they have walked. 119:4 You have given
your commandments, to keep very much.
119:5. It is good for me that my ways
are straight, to keep your decrees. 119:6.
Then I will not be disappointed when I
look to all your commandments. 119:7.
I will give thanks in your presence with
uprightness of heart, when I learn the
judgments of your righteousness. 119:8.
I will keep your decrees; do not aban-
don me utterly. 119:9. In what way shall
a youth purify his way? To keep [it] as
your words. 119:10. With all my heart
I have sought your teaching; do not let
me go astray from your commandments.
119:11. In my heart I have hidden your
word, that I might not sin in your pres-
ence. 119:12. Blessed are you, O Lord;
teach me your decrees. 119:13. With my
lips I have recounted all the judgments of
your mouth. 119:14. In the way of your
testimonies I have rejoiced, as at a stroke
of luck. 119:15. I will speak by your
commandments, and I will behold your
ways. 119:16. I will find delight in your
decrees, I will not forget your utterance.
119:17. Requite your servant with good;
I will live, and keep your words. 119:18.
Uncover my eyes, and [ will behold
wonders from your Torah. 119:19. I am
a dweller in the land; do not take away
your commandments from me. 119:20.
My soul has longed with longing for your
commandments at all times. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:1 Blessed are the blameless in
the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord. 119:2 Blessed are they that
search out his testimonies: they will
diligently seek him with the whole
heart. 119:3 For they that work in-
iquity have not walked in his ways.
119:4 Thou hast commanded us dili-
gently to keep thy precepts. 119:5 O
that my ways were directed to keep
thine ordinances. 119:6 Then shall 1
not be ashamed, when I have respect
to all thy commandments. 119:7 I will
give thee thanks with uprightness of
heart, when I have learnt the judg-
ments of thy righteousness. 119:8 1
will keep thine ordinances: O forsake
me not greatly. 119:9 Wherewith
shall a young man direct his way? by
keeping thy words. 119:10 With my
whole heart have I diligently sought
thee: cast me not away from thy com-
mandments. 119:11 1 have hidden
thine oracles in my heart, that [ might
not sin against thee. 119:12 Blessed
art thou, O Lord: teach me thine or-
dinances. 119:13 With my lips have
I declared all the judgments of thy
mouth. 119:14 I have delighted in the
way of thy testimonies, as much as
in all riches. 119:15 T will meditate
on thy commandments, and consider
thy ways. 119:16 1 will meditate on
thine ordinances: I will not forget thy
words. 119:17 Render a recompense
to thy servant: so shall I live, and
keep thy words. 119: 8 Unveil thou
mine eyes, and I shall perceive won-
drous things of thy law. 119:19 I am
a stranger in the earth: hide not thy
commandments from me. 119:20 My
soul has longed exceedingly for thy
judgments at all times. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:21 You rebuke the arrogant,
the cursed, Who wander from Your
commandments. 119:22 Take away
reproach and contempt from me, For
1 observe Your testimonies. 119:23
Even though princes sit and talk
against me, Your servant meditates
on Your statutes. 119:24 Your tes-
timonies also are my delight; They
are my counselors. 119:25 My soul
cleaves to the dust; Revive me ac-
cording to Your word. 119:26 I have
told of my ways, and You have an-
swered me; Teach me Your statutes.
19:27 Make me understand the way
of Your precepts, So I will meditate
on Your wonders. 119:28 My soul
weeps because of grief; Strengthen
me according to Your word. 119:29
Remove the false way from me,
And graciously grant me Your law.
119:30 I have chosen the faithful
way; I have placed Your ordinanc-
es before me. 119:31 I cling to Your
testimonies; O Lord, do not put me
to shame! 119:32 I shall run the way
of Your commandments, For You
will enlarge my heart. 119:33 Teach
me, O Lord, the way of Your stat-
utes, And I shall observe it to the
end. 119:34 Give me understanding,
that I may observe Your law And
keep it with all my heart. 119:35
Make me walk in the path of Your
commandments, For [ delight in
it. 119:36 Incline my heart to Your
testimonies And not to dishonest
gain. 119:37 Turn away my eyes
from looking at vanity, And revive
me in Your ways. 119:38 Establish
Your word to Your servant, As that
which produces reverence for You.
119:39 Turn away my reproach
which I dread, For Your ordinances
are good. 119:40 Behold, I long for
Your precepts; Revive me through
Your righteousness. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:21. You have rebuked the malicious;
cursed are all who stray from your com-
mandments. 119:22. Remove from me
humiliation and shame; for I have kept
your testimonies. 119:23. For leaders
sit speaking against me; your servant is
engaged in instruction of your decrees.
119:24. Also your testimonies are my de-
light, the source of my counsel. 119:25.
My soul is joined to the dust; heal me
according to your word. 119:26. I num-
bered my ways and you received my
prayer; teach me your decrees. 119:27.
Give me insight into the way of your
commandments, and [ will speak of your
wonders. 119:28. My soul is grieved by
weariness; sustain me according to your
word. 119:29. Remove from me the path
of lies; and [by] your Torah have com-
passion on me. 119:30. I have chosen the
faithful path; 1 have placed your judg-
ments [with me]. 119:31. I have joined
myself to your testimonies, O Lord; do
not make me ashamed. 119:32. I will run
in the path of your commandments, for
you will expand my heart. 119:33. Teach
me, O Lord, the way of your decrees, and
I will keep it totally. 119:34. Give me in-
sight, and I will keep your Torah, O Lord;
and I will keep it with a whole heart.
119:35. Make me walk in the course
of your commandments, for I desire it.
119:36. Incline my heart to your testi-
monies, and not to money. 119:37. Turn
my eyes away from the sight of deceit;
by your words heal me. 119:38. Confirm
your word to your servant, which [leads]
to your worship. 119:39. Take away my
reproach, which I fear, for your judg-
ments are good. 119:40. Behold, I have
yearned for your commandments; in your
generosity heal me. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:21 Thou has rebuked the proud:
cursed are they that turn aside from thy
commandments. 119:22 Remove from
me reproach and contempt; for I have
sought out thy testimonies. 119:23 For
princes sat and spoke against me: but
thy servant was meditating on thine
ordinances. 119:24 For thy testimonies
are my meditation, and thine ordinanc-
es are my counselors. 119:25 My soul
has cleaved to the ground; quicken
thou me according to thy word. 119:26
I declared my ways, and thou didst
hear me: teach me thine ordinances.
119:27 Instruct me in the way of thine
ordinances; and I will meditate on thy
wondrous works. 119:28 My soul has
slumbered for sorrow; strengthen thou
me with thy words. 119:29 Remove
from me the way of iniquity; and be
merciful to me by thy law. 119:30 I have
chosen the way of truth; and have not
forgotten thy judgments. 119:31 I have
cleaved to thy testimonies, O Lord; put
me not to shame. 119:32 I ran the way
of'thy commandments, when thou didst
enlarge my heart. 119:33 Teach me, O
Lord, the way of thine ordinances, and
I will seek it out continually. 119:34 In-
struct me, and I will search out thy law,
and will keep it with my whole heart.
119:35 Guide me in the path of thy
commandments; for I have delighted
in it. 119:36 Incline mine heart to thy
testimonies, and not to covetousness.
119:37 Turn away mine eyes that [ may
not behold vanity: quicken thou me in
thy way. 119:38 Confirm thine oracle
to thy servant, that he may fear thee.
119:39 Take away my reproach which
I have feared: for thy judgments are
good. 119:40 Behold, I have desired
thy commandments: quicken me in thy
righteousness. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:41 May Your lovingkindness-
es also come to me, O Lord, Your
salvation according to Your word;
119:42 So I will have an answer for
him who reproaches me, For I trust
in Your word. 119:43 And do not
take the word of truth utterly out of
my mouth, For I wait for Your ordi-
nances. 119:44 So I will keep Your
law continually, Forever and ever.
119:45 And I will walk at liberty,
For I seek Your precepts. 119:46
I will also speak of Your testimo-
nies before kings And shall not be
ashamed. 119:47 1 shall delight in
Your commandments, Which I love.
119:48 And I shall lift up my hands
to Your commandments, Which I
love; And I will meditate on Your
statutes. 119:49 Remember the
word to Your servant, In which You
have made me hope. 119:50 This is
my comfort in my affliction, That
Your word has revived me. 119:51
The arrogant utterly deride me, Yet
I do not turn aside from Your law.
119:52 I have remembered Your or-
dinances from of old, O Lord, And
comfort myself. 119:53 Burning in-
dignation has seized me because of
the wicked, Who forsake Your law.
119:54 Your statutes are my songs In
the house of my pilgrimage. 119:55
O Lord, I remember Your name
in the night, And keep Your law.
119:56 This has become mine, That
I observe Your precepts. 119:57 The
Lord is my portion; I have promised
to keep Your words. 119:58 I sought
Your favor with all my heart; Be
gracious to me according to Your
word. 119:59 I considered my ways
And turned my feet to Your testimo-
nies. 119:60 I hastened and did not
delay To keep Your commandments.
(NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:41. And let your kindness come upon
me, O Lord, your redemption in accor-
dance with your word. 119:42. And 1
will give answer to those who mock me,
for I have trusted in your word. 119:43.
And do not remove the word of truth
from my mouth utterly, for I have wait-
ed long for your judgments. 119:44. And
I will keep your Torah always, for ages
upon ages. 119:45. And I will walk in the
wideness of the Torah, for I have sought
your commandments. 119:46. And 1 will
speak of your testimonies before kings,
and [ will not be ashamed. 119:47. And
I will delight myself in your command-
ments, which I love. 119:48. And I will
lift my hands to your commandments,
which I love, and I will speak of your de-
crees. 119:49. Remind your servant of the
word, for you waited long for me. 119:50.
This is my comfort in my pain, for your
word has sustained me. 119:51. The mali-
cious mock me greatly; I have not turned
away from your Torah. 119:52. | remem-
bered your judgments of old, O Lord,
and I was comforted. 119:53. Trembling
seized me because of the wicked who
forsake your Torah. 119:54. Your decrees
became psalms for me in my dwelling
place. 119:55. I remembered your name
in the night, O Lord, and I kept your To-
rah. 119:56. This became merit for me,
for I kept your commandments. 119:57.
My portion is the Lord, I have prom-
ised to keep your words. 119:58. I have
prayed in your presence with a whole
heart; have pity on me according to your
word. 119:59. I have thought to improve
my way, and [ will turn my feet to your
testimonies. 119:60. I was eager, and did
not delay to keep your commandments.
(EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:41 And let thy mercy come upon
me, O Lord; even thy salvation, ac-
cording to thy word. 119:42 And so
I shall render an answer to them that
reproach me: for I have trusted in thy
words. 119:43 And take not the word
of truth utterly out of my mouth; for I
have hoped in thy judgments. So shall
I keep thy law continually, for ever and
ever. 119:45 1 walked also at large:
for I sought out thy commandments.
119:46 And I spoke of thy testimonies
before kings, and was not ashamed.
119:47 And 1 meditated on thy com-
mandments, which I loved exceeding-
ly. 119:48 And I lifted up my hands to
thy commandments which I loved; and
I meditated in thine ordinances. 119:49
Remember thy words to thy servant,
wherein thou hast made me hope.
119:50 This has comforted me in mine
affliction: for thine oracle has quick-
ened me. 119:51 The proud have trans-
gressed exceedingly; but I swerved not
from thy law. 119:52 I remembered
thy judgments of old, O Lord; and was
comforted. 119:53 Despair took hold
upon me, because of the sinners who
forsake thy law. 119:54 Thine ordi-
nances were my songs in the place of
my sojourning. 119:55 I remembered
thy name, O Lord, in the night, and
kept thy law. 119:56 This I had, be-
cause | diligently sought thine ordi-
nances. 119:57 Thou art my portion, O
Lord: I said that I would keep thy law.
119:58 1 besought thy favour with my
whole heart: have mercy upon me ac-
cording to thy word. 119:59 I thought
on thy ways, and turned my feet to thy
testimonies. 119:60 I prepared myself,
(and was not terrified,) to keep thy
commandments. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:61 The cords of the wicked have
encircled me, But I have not forgot-
ten Your law. 119:62 At midnight I
shall rise to give thanks to You Be-
cause of Your righteous ordinances.
119:63 I am a companion of all those
who fear You, And of those who keep
Your precepts. 119:64 The earth is
full of Your lovingkindness, O Lord;
Teach me Your statutes. 119:65 You
have dealt well with Your servant,
O Lord, according to Your word.
119:66 Teach me good discernment
and knowledge, For I believe in Your
commandments. 119:67 Before I
was afflicted I went astray, But now
I keep Your word. 119:68 You are
good and do good; Teach me Your
statutes. 119:69 The arrogant have
forged a lie against me; With all my
heart I will observe Your precepts.
119:70 Their heart is covered with
fat, But I delight in Your law. 119:71
It is good for me that I was afflict-
ed, That I may learn Your statutes.
119:72 The law of Your mouth is
better to me Than thousands of gold
and silver pieces. 119:73 Your hands
made me and fashioned me; Give me
understanding, that I may learn Your
commandments. 119:74 May those
who fear You see me and be glad,
Because I wait for Your word. 119:75
I know, O Lord, that Your judgments
are righteous, And that in faithfulness
You have afflicted me. 119:76 O may
Your lovingkindness comfort me,
According to Your word to Your ser-
vant. 119:77 May Your compassion
come to me that I may live, For Your
law is my delight. 119:78 May the
arrogant be ashamed, for they sub-
vert me with a lie; But I shall med-
itate on Your precepts. 119:79 May
those who fear You turn to me, Even
those who know Your testimonies.
119:80 May my heart be blameless
in Your statutes, So that I will not be
ashamed. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:61. The band of wicked men has gath-
ered against me; I have not forgotten your
Torah. 119:62. In the middle of the night
I will rise to sing praise in your presence,
for the sake of your righteous judgments.
119:63. I am a companion to all who revere
you, and to those who keep your command-
ments. 119:64. Your goodness, O Lord, fills
the earth; teach me your decrees. 119:65.
You have shown goodness to your servant,
O Lord, according to your words. 119:66.
Teach me good sense and knowledge, for
I have believed in your commandments.
119:67. Before 1 was afflicted, I was in
error, but now I have kept your word.
119:68. You are good, and do good; teach
me your decrees. 119:69. The malicious
have shouted me down with lies; 1 will
keep your commandments with a whole
heart. 119:70. The impulse of their heart is
dulled as with fat; as for me, my delight is
your Torah. 119:71. It is good for me, for
I was humbled, so that I might learn your
decrees. 119:72. Better for me is the Torah
of your mouth, than a thousand talents of
gold and silver. 119:73. Your hands made
me and established me; give me insight and
I will learn your commandments. 119:74.
Those who fear you will see me and be
glad; for I have waited long for your word.
119:75. T know, O Lord, for your judgments
are righteous and you have afflicted me in
truth. 119:76. Now let your kindness be
for my comfort, according to your word
to your servant. 119:77. Let your mercies
come to me and I will live; for your Torah
is my delight. 119:78. The arrogant will be
ashamed, for they twisted a lie against me; |
will speak of your commandments. 119:79.
Those who fear you will turn to my teach-
ing, and those who know your testimonies.
119:80. Let my heart be without blemish in
your decrees, so that [ may not be ashamed.
(EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:61 The snares of sinners entangled
me: but I forgot not thy law. 119:62 At
midnight I arose, to give thanks to thee
for the judgments of thy righteousness.
119:63 1 am a companion of all them
that fear thee, and of them that keep
thy commandments. 119:64 O Lord, the
earth is full of thy mercy: teach me thine
ordinances. 119:65 Thou hast wrought
kindly with thy servant, o Lord, ac-
cording to thy word. 119:66 Teach me
kindness, and instruction, and knowl-
edge: for [ have believed thy command-
ments. 119:67 Before I was afflicted, I
transgressed; therefore have I kept thy
word. 119:68 Good art thou, O Lord;
therefore in thy goodness teach me
thine ordinances. 119:69 The injustice
of the proud has been multiplied against
me: but [ will search out thy command-
ments with all my heart. 119:70 Their
heart has been curdled like milk; but I
have meditated on thy law. 119:71 It
is good for me that thou hast afflicted
me; that [ might learn thine ordinances.
119:72 The law of thy mouth is better
to me than thousands of gold and silver.
119:73 Thy hands have made me, and
fashioned me: instruct me, that I may
learn thy commandments. 119:74 They
that fear thee will see me and rejoice:
for I have hoped in thy words. 119:75
I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are
righteousness, and that thou in truth-
fulness hast afflicted me. 119:76 Let, I
pray thee, thy mercy be to comfort me,
according to thy word to thy servant.
119:77 Let thy compassions come to
me, that I may live: for thy law is my
meditation. 119:78 Let the proud be
ashamed; for they transgressed against
me unjustly: but I will meditate in thy
commandments. 119:79 Let those that
fear thee, and those that know thy tes-
timonies, turn to me. 119:80 Let mine
heart be blameless in thine ordinances,
that I may not be ashamed. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:81 My soul languishes for Your
salvation; I wait for Your word.
119:82 My eyes fail with longing for
Your word, While I say, ‘When will
You comfort me?’ 119:83 Though I
have become like a wineskin in the
smoke, I do not forget Your statutes.
119:84 How many are the days of
Your servant? When will You exe-
cute judgment on those who perse-
cute me? 119:85 The arrogant have
dug pits for me, Men who are not
in accord with Your law. 119:86
All Your commandments are faith-
ful; They have persecuted me with
a lie; help me! 119:87 They almost
destroyed me on earth, But as for
me, I did not forsake Your precepts.
119:88 Revive me according to Your
lovingkindness, So that I may keep
the testimony of Your mouth. 119:89
Forever, O Lord, Your word is set-
tled in heaven. 119:90 Your faithful-
ness continues throughout all gener-
ations; You established the earth, and
it stands. 119:91 They stand this day
according to Your ordinances, For
all things are Your servants. 119:92
If Your law had not been my delight,
Then I would have perished in my
affliction. 119:93 T will never for-
get Your precepts, For by them You
have revived me. 119:94 I am Yours,
save me; For I have sought Your pre-
cepts. 119:95 The wicked wait for
me to destroy me; I shall diligently
consider Your testimonies. 119:96 1
have seen a limit to all perfection;
Your commandment is exceedingly
broad. 119:97 O how 1 love Your
law! It is my meditation all the day.
119:98 Your commandments make
me wiser than my enemies, For they
are ever mine. 119:99 I have more
insight than all my teachers, For
Your testimonies are my meditation.
119:100 I understand more than the
aged, Because I have observed Your
precepts. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:81. My soul has yearned for your
redemption; I have waited long for your
word. 119:82. My eyes are spent for your
word, saying, “When will you comfort
me?” 119:83. For I have become like a
water-skin that hangs in the smoke; your
decrees I have not forgotten. 119:84.
How many are the days of your servant?
When will you pass judgment on my per-
secutors? 119:85. The malicious have dug
pits for me, that you have not command-
ed them in your Torah. 119:86. All your
commandments are truth; for a lie they
persecuted me, help me! 119:87. They
almost destroyed me in the land; but I
have not forsaken your commandments.
119:88. Sustain me according to your
kindness, and 1 will keep the testimony
of your mouth. 119:89. Forever, O Lord,
your word endures in heaven. 119:90.
Your faithfulness is to every generation;
you established the earth and it endures.
119:91. This day have they risen for your
judgments, for all of them are your ser-
vants. 119:92. Had your Torah not been
my delight, then I would have perished
in my affliction. 119:93. T will never for-
get your commandments, for you have
sustained me by them. 119:94. For I am
yours, redeem me; for I have sought after
your commandments. 119:95. The wicked
waited for me to annihilate me; I will con-
template your commandments. 119:96. To
everything that began and ended I have
seen an end; your commands are very spa-
cious. 119:97. How I have loved your To-
rah! It is my conversation all day. 119:98.
Your commandments make me wiser than
my enemies; because it is always mine.
119:99. 1 have understood more than all
my teachers; for your testimonies are my
conversation. 119:100. I will have greater
insight than the wise, for I have kept your
commandments. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:81 My soul faints for thy salva-
tion: I have hoped in thy words. 119:82
Mine eyes failed in waiting for thy
word, saying, When wilt thou com-
fort me? 119:83 For I am become as
a bottle in the frost: yet I have not for-
gotten thine ordinances. 119:84 How
many are the days of thy servant? when
wilt thou execute judgment for me on
them that persecute me? 119:85 Trans-
gressors told me idle tales; but not
according to thy law, O Lord. 119:86
All thy commandments are truth; they
persecuted me unjustly; help thou me.
119:87 They nearly made an end of
me in the earth; but I forsook not thy
commandments. 119:88 Quicken me
according to thy mercy; so shall I keep
the testimonies of thy mouth. 119:89
Thy word, O Lord, abides in heaven
for ever. 119:90 Thy truth endures to
all generations; thou hast founded the
earth, and it abides. 119:91 The day
continues by thy arrangement; for all
things are thy servants. 119:92 Were it
not that thy law is my meditation, then
I should have perished in mine afflic-
tion. 119:93 I will never forget thine
ordinances; for with them thou hast
quickened me. 119:94 I am thine, save
me; for I have sought out thine ordi-
nances. 119:95 Sinners laid wait for
me to destroy me; but I understood thy
testimonies. 119:96 have seen an end
of all perfection; but thy command-
ment is very broad. 119:97 How I have
loved thy law, O Lord! it is my medita-
tion all the day. 119:98 Thou hast made
me wiser than mine enemies in thy
commandment; for it is mine for ever.
119:99 I have more understanding than
all my teachers; for thy testimonies are
my medication. 119:100 I understand
more that the aged; because I have
sought out thy commandments.(LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:101 T have restrained my feet
from every evil way, That I may
keep Your word. 119:102 I have not
turned aside from Your ordinances,
For You Yourself have taught me.
119:103 How sweet are Your words
to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey
to my mouth! 119:104 From Your
precepts I get understanding; There-
fore I hate every false way. 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet And
a light to my path. 119:106 I have
sworn and I will confirm it, That I
will keep Your righteous ordinances.
119:107 T am exceedingly afflicted;
Revive me, O Lord, according to
Your word. 119:108 O accept the
freewill offerings of my mouth, O
Lord, And teach me Your ordinanc-
es. 119:109 My life is continually
in my hand, Yet I do not forget Your
law. 119:110 The wicked have laid
a snare for me, Yet I have not gone
astray from Your precepts. 119:111
I have inherited Your testimonies
forever, For they are the joy of my
heart. 119:112 T have inclined my
heart to perform Your statutes For-
ever, even to the end. 119:113 I hate
those who are double-minded, But I
love Your law. 119:114 You are my
hiding place and my shield; I wait
for Your word. 119:115 Depart from
me, evildoers, That I may observe
the commandments of my God.
119:116 Sustain me according to
Your word, that I may live; And do
not let me be ashamed of my hope.
119:117 Uphold me that I may be
safe, That I may have regard for Your
statutes continually. 119:118 You
have rejected all those who wander
from Your statutes, For their deceit-
fulness is useless. 119:119 You have
removed all the wicked of the earth
like dross; Therefore I love Your tes-
timonies. 119:120 My flesh trembles
for fear of You, And I am afraid of
Your judgments. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:101. T have kept my feet from every
evil way, so that I may keep your words.
119:102. T have not gone away from your
judgments, for you have taught me. 119:103.
How sweet to my palate are your words;
sweeter by far than honey to my mouth.
119:104. I will gain insight from your com-
mandments; because of this, I hate every
son of man who lies. 119:105. Your words
are like a lamp that illuminates my feet, and
a light for my path. 119:106. I have sworn
and covenanted to keep the commandments
of your righteousness. 119:107. 1 was
greatly afflicted, O Lord; heal me according
to your words. 119:108. Be pleased now,
O Lord, with the offerings of my mouth;
and teach me your judgments. 119:109.
My soul is always in danger by my own
hands; but I have not forgotten your Torah.
119:110. The wicked have arranged a trap
for me; but I have not strayed from your
commandments. 119:111. I have inherited
your testimonies forever; for they are the
joy of my heart. 119:112. I have inclined
my heart to do your decrees forever, to the
very end. 119:113. I hate those who think
vain thoughts, but I have loved your Torah.
119:114. You are my hiding place and my
shield; I have waited long for your word.
119:115. Turn from me, evildoers; and I
will keep the commandments of my God.
119:116. Support me by your word, and I
will live; and do not disappoint me because
of my trust. 119:117. Help me and I will
be redeemed; and I will be happy in your
Torah always. 119:118. You have subdued
all who went astray from your decrees; for
their deceit is a lie. 119:119. You have ter-
minated all the unfit, you have frustrated all
the wicked of the earth; because of this, I
have loved your testimonies. 119:120. My
flesh is blushing for fear of you; and I am
afraid of your judgments. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:101 I have kept back my feet from
every evil way, that I might keep thy
words. 119:102 I have not declined from
thy judgments; for thou hast instructed
me. 119:103 How sweet are thine ora-
cles to my throat! more so than honey to
my mouth! 119:104 I gain understanding
by thy commandments: therefore I have
hated every way of unrighteousness.
119:105 Thy law is a lamp to my feet,
and a light to my paths. 119:106 1 have
sworn and determined to keep the judg-
ments of thy righteousness. 119:107 1
have been very greatly afflicted, O Lord:
quicken me, according to thy word.
119:108 Accept, I pray thee, O Lord,
the freewill-offerings of my mouth, and
teach me thy judgments. 119:109 My
soul is continually in thine hands; and I
have not forgotten thy law. 119:110 Sin-
ners spread a snare for me; but I erred not
from thy commandments. 111 I have in-
herited thy testimonies for ever; for they
are the joy of my heart. 119:112 I have
inclined my heart to perform thine ordi-
nances for ever, in return for thy mercies.
119:113 T have hated transgressors; but I
have loved thy law. 119:114 Thou art my
helper and my supporter; I have hoped in
thy words. 119:115 Depart from me, ye
evil-doers; for I will search out the com-
mandments of my God. 119:116 Uphold
me according to thy word, and quicken
me; and make me not ashamed of my ex-
pectation. 119:117 Help me, and I shall
be saved; and I will meditate in thine
ordinances continually. 119:118 Thou
hast brought to nought all that depart
from thine ordinances; for their inward
thought is unrighteous. 119:119 1 have
reckoned all the sinners of the earth as
transgressors; therefore have I loved thy
testimonies. 119:120 Penetrate my flesh
with thy fear; for [ am afraid of thy judg-
ments. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:121 1 have done justice and
righteousness; Do not leave me to
my oppressors. 119:122 Be surety
for Your servant for good; Do not
let the arrogant oppress me. 119:123
My eyes fail with longing for Your
salvation And for Your righteous
word. 119:124 Deal with Your ser-
vant according to Your lovingkind-
ness And teach me Your statutes.
119:125 T am Your servant; give me
understanding, That I may know
Your testimonies. 119:126 It is time
for the Lord to act, For they have
broken Your law. 119:127 Therefore
I love Your commandments Above
gold, yes, above fine gold. 119:128
Therefore 1 esteem right all Your
precepts concerning everything, I
hate every false way. 119:129 Your
testimonies are wonderful; There-
fore my soul observes them. 119:130
The unfolding of Your words gives
light; It gives understanding to the
simple. 119:131 I opened my mouth
wide and panted, For I longed for
Your commandments. 119:132 Turn
to me and be gracious to me, After
Your manner with those who love
Your name. 119:133 Establish my
footsteps in Your word, And do not
let any iniquity have dominion over
me. 119:134 Redeem me from the
oppression of man, That I may keep
Your precepts. 119:135 Make Your
face shine upon Your servant, And
teach me Your statutes. 119:136 My
eyes shed streams of water, Because
they do not keep Your law. 119:137
Righteous are You, O Lord, And up-
right are Your judgments. 119:138
You have commanded Your testimo-
nies in righteousness And exceeding
faithfulness. 119:139 My zeal has
consumed me, Because my adver-
saries have forgotten Your words.
119:140 Your word is very pure,
Therefore Your servant loves it.
(NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:121. I have practiced justice and
righteousness; do not abandon me to my
oppressors. 119:122. Delight your ser-
vant with goodness; do not let the ma-
licious oppress me. 119:123. My eyes
have hoped for your redemption, and for
the word of your righteousness. 119:124.,
Act with your servant according to your
kindness, and teach me your decrees.
119:125. I am your servant, give me in-
sight, and I will know your testimonies.
119:126. It is time to do the will of the
Lord; the scholars have desecrated your
Torah. 119:127. Because of this, I have
loved your commandments more than
gold and more than pure gold. 119:128.
Because of this, I have harmonized all the
commandments whatsoever; [ hate every
way of deceit. 119:129. Your testimonies
are wonderful; because of this, my soul
has kept them. 119:130. Your engraved
words will enlighten the needy, the sim-
ple will gain insight. 119:131. I opened
my mouth and learned, for I desired
your commandments. 119:132. Turn to
me and have compassion on me, as is
the custom towards those who love your
name. 119:133. Establish my steps by
your word, and let no deceit rule over me.
119:134. Redeem me from the oppres-
sion of the son of man, and I will keep
your commandments. 119:135. Shine the
splendor of your face on your servant,
and teach me your decrees. 119:136.
Streams of water will go down my eyes,
because they have not kept the Torah.
119:137. You are righteous, O Lord, and
your judgments are upright. 119:138. You
have commanded righteousness, testimo-
ny, and much faithfulness. 119:139. My
zeal has overcome me, for my oppres-
sors have forgotten your words. 119:140.
Your word is very pure, and your servant
loves it. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:121 I have done judgment and jus-
tice; deliver me not up to them that
injure me. 119:122 Receive thy servant
for good: let not the proud accuse me
falsely. 119:123 Mine eyes have failed
for thy salvation, and for the word of
thy righteousness. 119:124 Deal with
thy servant according to thy mercy, and
teach me thine ordinances. 119:125 1
am thy servant; instruct me, and I shall
know thy testimonies. 119:126 It is
time for the Lord to work: they have
utterly broken thy law. 119:127 There-
fore have I loved thy commandments
more than gold, or the topaz. 119:128
Therefore 1 directed myself accord-
ing to all thy commandments: I have
hated every unjust way. 119:129 Thy
testimonies are wonderful: therefore
my soul has sought them out. 119:130
The manifestation of thy words will
enlighten, and instruct the simple.
119:131 I opened my mouth, and drew
breath: for I earnestly longed after thy
commandments. 119:132 Look upon
me and have mercy upon me, after the
manner of them that love thy name.
119:133 Order my steps according to
thy word: and let not any iniquity have
dominion over me. 119:134 Deliver
me from the false accusation of men:
so will T keep thy commandments.
119:135 Cause thy face to shine upon
thy servant: and teach me thine ordi-
nances. 119:136 Mine eyes have been
bathed in streams of water, because |
kept not thy law. 119:137 Righteous art
thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judg-
ments. 119:138 Thou has commanded
righteousness and perfect truth, as thy
testimonies. 119:139 Thy zeal has quite
wasted me: because mine enemies
have forgotten thy words. 119:140 Thy
word has been very fully tried; and thy
servant loves it. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:141 1 am small and despised,
Yet I do not forget Your precepts.
119:142 Your righteousness is an
everlasting righteousness, And Your
law is truth. 119:143 Trouble and
anguish have come upon me, Yet
Your commandments are my de-
light. 119:144 Your testimonies are
righteous forever; Give me under-
standing that [ may live. 119:145 1
cried with all my heart; answer me,
O Lord! I will observe Your statutes.
119:146 I cried to You; save me And |
shall keep Your testimonies. 119:147
I rise before dawn and cry for help;
I wait for Your words. 119:148 My
eyes anticipate the night watches,
That I may meditate on Your word.
119:149 Hear my voice according
to Your lovingkindness; Revive me,
O Lord, according to Your ordi-
nances. 119:150 Those who follow
after wickedness draw near; They
are far from Your law. 119:151 You
are near, O Lord, And all Your com-
mandments are truth. 119:152 Of
old I have known from Your testi-
monies That You have founded them
forever. 119:153 Look upon my af-
fliction and rescue me, For I do not
forget Your law. 119:154 Plead my
cause and redeem me; Revive me
according to Your word. 119:155
Salvation is far from the wicked,
For they do not seek Your statutes.
119:156 Great are Your mercies, O
Lord; Revive me according to Your
ordinances. 119:157 Many are my
persecutors and my adversaries, Yet
I do not turn aside from Your testi-
monies. 119:158 I behold the treach-
erous and loathe them, Because they
do not keep Your word. 119:159
Consider how I love Your precepts;
Revive me, O Lord, according to
Your lovingkindness. 119:160 The
sum of Your word is truth, And ev-
ery one of Your righteous ordinances
is everlasting. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:141. 1 am small and despised; I
have not forgotten your commandments.
119:142. Your generosity is righteousness
forever, and your Torah is truth. 119:143.
Trouble and the oppressor have befallen
me; your commandments are my delight.
119:144. Your testimonies are righteous-
ness forever; give me insight and I will
endure. 119:145. T have called with a
whole heart; answer me, O Lord! I will
keep your decrees. 119:146. I have called
you, redeem me; and I will keep your
testimonies. 119:147. I have risen early
at dawn, and prayed; I have waited long
for your word. 119:148. My eyes have
preceded the watches of morning and
evening to speak of your word. 119:149.
Hear my voice in accordance with your
kindness, O Lord; sustain me according
to your judgments. 119:150. Those who
pursue fornication have drawn near; they
have gone far from your Torah. 119:151.
You are near, O Lord, and all your com-
mandments are truth. 119:152. Long ago
I grew wise from your testimonies, for
you founded them forever. 119:153. See
my affliction and deliver me; for I have
not forgotten your Torah. 119:154. Ar-
gue my case and redeem me; heal me for
your word. 119:155. Redemption is far
from the wicked; for they have not sought
your decrees. 119:156. Your mercies are
many, O Lord; heal me according to your
judgments. 119:157. Those who pursue
me and oppress me are many; I have
not turned away from your testimonies.
119:158. I saw despoilers and I contended
with them, who have not kept your word.
119:159. See [this], for I have loved your
commandments; O Lord, according to
your kindness heal me. 119:160. The be-
ginning of your word is truth; and all the
judgments of your righteousness are for-
ever. (EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:141 I am young and despised: yet
I have not forgotten thine ordinances.
119:142 Thy righteousness is an ev-
erlasting righteousness, and thy law
is truth. 119:143 Afflictions and dis-
tresses found me: but thy command-
ments were my meditation. 119:144
Thy testimonies are an everlasting
righteousness: instruct me, and I shall
live. 119:145 1 cried with my whole
heart; hear me, O Lord: I will search
out thine ordinances. 119:146 1 cried
to thee; save me, and I will keep thy
testimonies. 119:147 I arose before the
dawn, and cried: I hoped in thy words.
119:148 Mine eyes prevented the
dawn, that I might meditate on thine
oracles. 119:149 Hear my voice, O
Lord, according to thy mercy; quicken
me according to thy judgment. 119:150
They have drawn nigh who persecut-
ed me unlawfully; and they are far
removed from thy law. 119:151 Thou
art near, O Lord; and all thy ways are
truth. 119:152 I have known of old
concerning thy testimonies, that thou
hast founded them for ever. 119:153
Look upon mine affliction, and rescue
me; for I have not forgotten thy law.
119:154 Plead my cause, and ransom
me: quicken me because of thy word.
119:155 Salvation is far from sinners:
for they have not searched out thine
ordinances. 119:156 Thy mercies, O
Lord, are many: quicken me accord-
ing to thy judgment. 119:157 Many are
they that persecute me and oppress me:
but I have not declined from thy testi-
monies. 119:158 I beheld men acting
foolishly, and I pined away; for they
kept not thine oracles. 119:159 Be-
hold, I have loved thy commandments,
O Lord: quicken me in thy mercy.
119:160 The beginning of thy words
is truth; and all the judgments of thy
righteousness endure for ever. (LXX)
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Tehillim Psalms 119

119:161 Princes persecute me
without cause, But my heart
stands in awe of Your words.
119:162 1 rejoice at Your word,
As one who finds great spoil.
119:163 1 hate and despise
falsehood, But I love Your law.
119:164 Seven times a day I
praise You, Because of Your righ-
teous ordinances. 119:165 Those
who love Your law have great
peace, And nothing causes them
to stumble. 119:166 1 hope for
Your salvation, O Lord, And do
Your commandments. 119:167
My soul keeps Your testimonies,
And I love them exceedingly.
119:168 1 keep Your precepts
and Your testimonies, For all my
ways are before You. 119:169
Let my cry come before You, O
Lord; Give me understanding ac-
cording to Your word. 119:170
Let my supplication come be-
fore You; Deliver me according
to Your word. 119:171 Let my
lips utter praise, For You teach
me Your statutes. 119:172 Let
my tongue sing of Your word,
For all Your commandments
are righteousness. 119:173 Let
Your hand be ready to help me,
For I have chosen Your precepts.
119:174 T long for Your salva-
tion, O Lord, And Your law is
my delight. 119:175 Let my soul
live that it may praise You, And
let Your ordinances help me.
119:176 1 have gone astray like
a lost sheep; seek Your servant,
For I do not forget Your com-
mandments. (NASB)

Toviyah Psalms 119

119:161. Rulers have pursued me with-
out cause; and my heart is in fear of your
word. 119:162. I am glad concerning your
word, like a man who finds much spoil.
119:163. T have hated deceit and loathed
it; I have loved your Torah. 119:164.
Seven times a day I have praised you,
because of the judgments of your righ-
teousness. 119:165. There is great peace
for those who love your Torah in this age,
and they have no stumbling-block in the
age to come. 119:166. I have hoped for
your redemption, O Lord, and I have
done your commandments. 119:167.
My soul has kept your testimonies, and |
have loved them greatly. 119:168. I have
kept your commandments and your testi-
monies, for all my ways are before you.
119:169. My prayer will come near in
your presence, O Lord; give me insight
according to your word. 119:170. Let my
prayer come before you; deliver me ac-
cording to your word. 119:171. My lips
will seek praise, for you will teach me
your decrees. 119:172. My tongue will
reply [to] your word, for all your judg-
ments are righteousness. 119:173. May
your hand be [ready] to help me, for I
have taken pleasure in your command-
ments. 119:174. I have yearned for your
redemption, O Lord, and your Torah is
my delight. 119:175. May my soul live
and praise you, and may your judgments
give me aid. 119:176. I have gone astray
like a lost flock; seek your servant, for I
have not forgotten your commandments.
(EMC)

Psalmoi Psalms 119

119:161 Princes persecuted me with-
out a cause, but my heart feared be-
cause of thy words. 119:162 1 will
exult because of thine oracles, as
one that finds much spoil. 119:163 1
hate and abhor unrighteousness; but |
love thy law. 119:164 Seven times in
a day have I praised thee because of
the judgments of thy righteousness.
119:165 Great peace have they that
love thy law: and there is no stum-
bling-block to them. 119:166 I wait-
ed for thy salvation, O Lord, and have
loved thy commandments. 119:167
My soul has kept thy testimonies,
and loved them exceedingly. 119:168
I have kept thy commandments and
thy testimonies; for all my ways are
before thee, O Lord. 119:169 Let my
supplication come near before thee, o
Lord; instruct me according to thine
oracle. 119:170 Let my petition come
in before thee, O Lord; deliver me
according to thine oracle. 119:171
Let my lips utter a hymn, when thou
shalt have taught me thine ordinanc-
es. 119:172 Let my tongue utter thine
oracles; for all thy commandments
are righteous. 119:173 Let thine hand
be prompt to save me; for I have
chosen thy commandments. 119:174
I have longed after thy salvation, O
Lord; and thy law is my meditation.
119:175 My soul shall live, and shall
praise thee; and thy judgments shall
help me. 119:176 I have gone astray
like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for
I have not forgotten thy command-
ments. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 119 opens saying, "07Y "% WX 2 17 1102 2°2900 977-0°00 WK X
MW7 22-222 119:1 How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord.
119:2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who seek Him with all their heart. (NASB) The

Aramaic Targum states, 222 7°N17°770 27037 PP 2 77T RN 12907 RAR WHWT NPT R

SPIDPIR 1WAN® X2°7 19:1 How happy are the perfect of way, who walk in the Torah of the Lord. 119:2 How
happy those who keep his testimony; with a whole heart they will seek his instruction. (EMC) The psalmist
states the one whose way is blameless is blessed, and says this is the one who walks in the Torah of the Lord.
It is interesting how much of a contrast this is to modern day theologies being taught in the Christian church
today. The psalmist however claims the Law of God (Torah) is a favorable approach to being blessed of
God and living a blessed life. The correct translation of the word Torah is “instruction” or “revelation,”
as in “God’s instruction,” or ““the revelation from God.” This is how the Torah is presented in Judaism due
to the root word 77’ meaning ““to teach.” The Torah is the revelation of the character of God as well as His
instruction of what is to come for the life of one who places his faith and trust in Him. The Torah is God’s
instruction on how those who place their faith and trust in Him, either Jew or Gentile, are to live so that all
will be well with him (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:40). The Torah says (Shemot / Exodus 12:48-49, Vayikra /
Leviticus 24:22, Isaiah 56) that God’s instructions are not just for the Jewish people. The prophetic visions
of Isaiah (Isaiah 2) speak of this truth, where the Gentiles who choose to be a part of God’s people will live
by His truth. This is a consistent theme throughout the Apostolic Writings. The Lord chose to reveal His
ways through the Jewish people, they were to be a light to the world and bring this revelation of God to the
nations. Yeshua reminds us of this in the words he spoke in Matthew 5. These things are consistent with
Tehillim / Psalms 119:159 which states “Consider how | love your precepts; revive me and give life to me,
O Lord, according to your loving kindness.” David’s words in Tehillim / Psalms 119 speak of his asking for
salvation, and that the Lord would give him life, so that he could follow in the way of the Lord according
to His Torah. The Lord Judged David based upon his faithfulness to the Lord and his desire to walk in His
ways. The Lord did not judge David in his ability to keep every point of the Law. Nobody has ever been
“saved” (given life) by their ability to keep Torah, nor has that ever been an option for salvation. The idea
that the Torah-based Judaism taught that someone may be saved by obeying the Torah is a false teaching.
Throughout the church age, it has been taught that Judaism is a works based faith. The error of the Jewish
leaders in Yeshua’s time illustrate that not everyone will have faith in Yeshua as the Messiah. One of the ar-
guments from Judaism against Christianity was the absence of the Torah centric teaching that we are to live
our lives based upon God’s righteous way of living. Paul wrote ““Let God be true but every man be a liar”
in Romans 3:4. The only thing that is ““right,” is what the Lord God of Israel Himself has established. The
conclusion, based upon what David writes in Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-2 is that faith and the desire to follow
His Torah are inseparable according to God. This truth is established in God’s Words to Moshe according
to Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:12 (*“to fear Him, walk in His ways, to love Him and to serve Him with all
your heart and soul’”) ““His ways’” were given in the Torah. The author of Hebrews 10:38 writes we cannot
walk in His ways (following the Torah) without faith. This is a very important point, that faith and Torah
observance go hand in hand. The Lord had given His instruction for us out of His mercy and His love for
us. There are several related reasons for His giving us His instructions in this way.

* Provide guidance to man in regards to sin.
» To reveal to man the righteous ways of God. (Romans 7:12)
* To show man how he falls short of God’s holiness and righteousness.

e To direct man to the God of Israel and to His Messiah, the One in whom we
trust for salvation
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The basic premise that is being taught according to Tehillim / Psalms 119:1-2, 77-2°0 "MWUR X
AMWIT 29-722 1RTY N1 WK 2 1 n1in2 009900 119:1 How blessed are those whose way is
blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord. 119:2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who
seek Him with all their heart. (NASB) is that the Torah was given to show man how to live for God, to walk
in the way of God such that one’s way is blameless, and to humble our hearts and our lives to take upon His
testimonies for His glory. Do you love the Lord enough to humble your life for His glory? This is a topic
that is not taught in the church today. The fact that we have faith in Yeshua does not void what the Torah
says about how we should be living our lives. Christianity teaches that we do not have to follow the Torah,
as Jesus nullified its specifics by summarizing everything in the two commandments that He gave in the
book of Matthew. Instead of following God’s revelation (the Torah), Christianity says we now have ““liberty
from the Law,” and we now follow something called “the law of love” or “‘the law of Christ.”” Christianity
says we are now “‘led by the Spirit” and no longer subject to “the Law.” This teaching is contrary to what
the Scriptures are saying here in Tehillim / Psalms 119, where being led by the Spirit we will walk in God’s
ways of righteousness and holiness. The theologies that teach this misrepresentation of God’s truth, use
various Scriptures from the Apostolic Writings such as what Paul wrote in Philippians 3.

Philippians 3:1-12

3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to
me, and it is a safeguard for you. 3:2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware
of the false circumcision; 3:3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of
God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 3:4 although I myself might
have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I
far more: 3:5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 3:6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 3:7 But whatever things were
gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 3:8 More than that, |
count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that | may gain
Christ, 3:9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from
the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God
on the basis of faith, 3:10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 3:11 in order that | may attain
to the resurrection from the dead. 3:12 Not that | have already obtained it or have already
become perfect, but | press on so that | may lay hold of that for which also | was laid hold of
by Christ Jesus. (NASB)

The point Paul is trying to make is in regards to relying upon the flesh as opposed to faith in the spirit. We
do not obey God’s Torah for the purpose of earning merit towards the Olam Habah (World to Come). We
read in Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:11-14, ““For this commandment which | command you today is not too
mysterious for you, nor is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will ascend into heaven
for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?” Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who
will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it.” But the word is very near to you,
in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.”” The Lord God Himself makes it clear, He told His
people that the Law was not too hard for them to follow. However, due to the weakness of man, we all fall
short and fail to wholly keep the way of God perfectly. Because of this we do not trust in our deeds, but in
the mercy of God by faith. For this reason the Lord brought His Messiah to save us from our sins, to live a
perfect life, and to lay his life down for ours. This is what Paul meant saying, 3:8 More than that, | count all
things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 3:9 and may be found in Him,
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not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith (NASB) The faith that Paul speaks of having in
Yeshua does not void what the Torah says about how we should be living our lives. Paul is saying we do not
live our lives according to the Torah for the purpose of self righteousness. This is why David said what he

did in the Psalms, saying, 333> “20% 71 78 MUY 9790 A0MX AAK 71097 179772 77 12y9-X0 AR 3

ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them diligently. 119:5 Oh that my ways may be established To
keep Your statutes! 119:6 Then | shall not be ashamed When | look upon all Your commandments. 119:7 |
shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, When | learn Your righteous judgments. 119:8 I shall keep
Your statutes; Do not forsake me utterly! (NASB) We learn to live righteously by observing how Yeshua
lived His life according to the Gospels in the Apostolic Writings. Yeshua lived his life for the Lord accord-
ing to the Torah and provides us with the example to do the same. Notice how David says those whose way
is blameless will do no unrighteousness because they walk in God’s ways. The definition of righteousness
and unrighteousness is based upon whether one obeys or violates God’s Law. The one who walks in the
Spirit walks in God’s ways. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 7:11 for sin, taking an opportunity through
the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 7:12 So then, the Law is holy, and the command-
ment is holy and righteous and good. 7:13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me?
May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through
that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful. (NASB) Paul states
that God’s Torah, His mitzvot (commandments) are holy, righteous, and good. In his commentary on the
Torah, he states that it was sin that took opportunity against the commandment to deceive him. It was not
the Law of God that deceived him. Look closely at Romans 7:13, he says that which is good (the Torah
command) did NOT cause him death. The Law is not what caused him to die. It was sin, in order that it
might be show to be sin by effecting his death through that which is good so that sin would become utterly
sinful through the commandment of God. The idea here is because of sin Paul died, not because of the

commandment which is holy, righteous, and good. This is why David calls out to God saying, 113> *20% 11

Your statutes! 119:6 Then I shall not be ashamed When | look upon all Your commandments. (NASB) David
asked the Lord to establish his ways to keep His statutes so that he would not be ashamed to look upon the
commands of God. Can you see the parallel in Devarim / Deuteronomy 39:15-17, ““See, I have set before
you today life and good, death and evil, in that | command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in
His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply;
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. But if your hearts turn away so
that you do not hear, you shall surely perish ...”” The point is faith comes first and is tied to obedience. Here
we find the Lord commanding us to love Him, and to have faith and trust in Him, which then is followed
by walking in His ways (obeying Torah). Moshe also says if your hearts turn away (lack of faith) you will
perish. The Lord God of Israel’s view of faith is not void of our responsibility and action. It is a matter of
believing by faith and then living out our faith because of our great love for Him.

This is why David asked the question, :77272 Y'Y I I8-NY W3-721° 7»2 1 119:9 How can a young
man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word. (NASB) This is what faith leads us to do, to
seek the Lord God for help to keep our way pure, righteous, holy, and true to His word. This is the struggle
that all true believers face, the war that is taking place between the spirit and the flesh. In this struggle we
find the duality of the Torah and its multiplicity of purpose. One function of the Torah is to show man how
sinful he is and that he stands condemned before a righteous God. This is not all the Torah does however
because it leads us to seek the Lord God of Israel, as the Torah describes at His Tabernacle with the atoning
sacrifice. Only by trusting in God for His salvation, and purposing our life in Teshuvah (Repentance) to
walk in His ways are we able to escape judgment (1 John 2:4). Reading the Apostolic Writings with a Torah
centric understanding of where Paul was coming from, eliminates the conflicts caused by the modern theol-
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ogies which teach contradictory statements about ““the Law.”” Paul taught against the idea of self righteous-
ness that is found in obeying God’s Torah. The major point is we do not justify ourselves through obedience
to the Torah. Our justification comes by faith, were we are called to humble our lives to obedience to the
Messiah, which is synonymous to walking in the spirit through obedience to God’s Word so as not to sin
before God. The Lord gives us His Spirit to empower us to overcome the flesh and walk in God’s ways.

David said, 2 :72-RO0¥ X7 1907 I070K "RIDY °292 X0 PDivRn BwA-O8 TAYIT 029-902 O
"93 07122 293 IWY TOVIY TR T IO-O0IWR 900020 D9 W ITRM CITH2 N 0K 102
commandments. 119:11 Your word | have treasured in my heart, That | may not sin against You. 119:12
Blessed are You, O Lord; Teach me Your statutes. 119:13 With my lips | have told of All the ordinances of
Your mouth. 119:14 | have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches. 119:15 | will
meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways. 119:16 I shall delight in Your statutes; | shall not forget
Your word. (NASB) David asks the Lord to keep him from wandering from his commandments. What is
important to know here is that the Torah itself is not a curse, rather, sin brings the curse through disobedi-
ence. When Paul wrote to the Galatians about the curse of the Law, the ““curse of the law’” and its function
of being ““a tutor”” (Galatians 3:24), apply to those who have not yet placed their faith in the God of Israel.
Christianity incorrectly teaches that when Paul spoke of the Law serving as a guardian before Yeshua, he
was saying that it held the Jews, under the Law of Moses, in bondage until Yeshua came and died. This is a
biased misinterpretation of the Scriptures, as God does not change. (Note this false teaching comes directly
from the theology of dispensationalism.) What Paul is saying is that in the life of every living person the
Torah functions as a tutor before they come to Messiah. After a person comes to trust in Yeshua, those two
particular aspects of the Torah cease, that of being a guardian and a curse. The Torah’s role as God’s revela-
tion to His people as a way of life does not cease. The Lord wants us to continue to live for Him because he
has sanctified us, set us apart, and made us holy by faith in the Messiah Yeshua. This being set apart as holy
leads us to understand the Torah is a way of living for God, so all will be well with you. This is the other
side of the duality of the Torah as a blessing and guide for us to live. If we sin and live in un-repentance
the other side of the Torah as a curse will come upon our lives whether one believes in Yeshua or not. This
is the revelation of God according to His word and the Church today does not teach this truth. David says,
119:11 Your word | have treasured in my heart, That | may not sin against You. 119:12 Blessed are You, O
Lord; Teach me Your statutes. (NASB) speaking of this goodness that is found in God’s Word. We seek to
live out this goodness in the Messiah Yeshua. If we choose to live in sin in un-repentance, meaning that we
do not seek to turn from sin, there is nothing left but the curse of unfaithfulness.

For the one who loves the Lord to humble his life to obedience to God’s Word, the psalmist states say-
ing the following, -73 1 17927 TV 70N 720-5Y 903 1 19727 MW XY VOYAYR TOPO2 T
TYIWR-DR TIRN? W1 APT3  O :PNIYA 19 IA0A-OX TINI "I M3 L 107N NINDDI AYIAR 1Y
DAY TOTY 22 MR 20 oyn 3 20 I Oigen DRI D8 D07 3 XD :ny-b33 119:17 Deal
bountifully with Your servant, That | may live and keep Your word. 119:18 Open my eyes, that | may behold
Wonderful things from Your law. 119:19 | am a stranger in the earth; Do not hide Your commandments from
me. 119:20 My soul is crushed with longing After Your ordinances at all times. 119:21 You rebuke the ar-
rogant, the cursed, Who wander from Your commandments. 119:22 Take away reproach and contempt from
me, For | observe Your testimonies. (NASB) Note how the servant of the Lord who truly desires the Lord’s
help to live for Him, will seek the Lord’s help to keep God’s Word in his life. The Psalm speaks of the
Hebrew view of faith as not just “believing” in God, as some would teach. Our faith in Yeshua is not just
about asking for salvation and that is the end of if. The theology that is found in the church today seems to
follow this type of approach to faith and belief in God with little to no emphasis upon what God expects of
us as His children. Even demons believe in God (James 2:19) and know who Yeshua is (Matthew 8:29). We
are called to repentance (Teshuvah) and to have faith, meaning that we turn from our sin and walk in God’s
ways. Upon repenting, we are now to look at the Torah as our “how-to guide” regarding God’s will for our
lives. The entire Torah is the “Law of Liberty” that James spoke of saying we are to live it. (James 1:25 and
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2:12) We are not to pick and choose which Torah commandments we want to follow either (James 2:10-11).
Here lies the problem with the Christian interpretation of the bible. The issue is in the definition of faith,
Christianity pays little attention to the Hebrew Bible, including the verse from the Apostolic writings which
speak of faith that is coupled to our actions. The Hebrew understanding of faith is what James writes in his
book saying, James 2:24 “You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.”” (NASB)
The evangelical Protestant denominations have much difficulty explaining these parts of the book of James.
Throughout history and today, the church interprets Scripture through a anti-Torah bias which results in
a confused Christian view of the believer’s relationship to the Torah. As a result, modern theologies teach
that Paul is saying we who have ““faith in Jesus” we’re no longer “under the Law,” therefore the Law has
been done away with. This is a very confused theology as Christianity itself recognizes that some parts
of “the Law” remain. This is why we must diligently study God’s Torah and seek His help for what the
Psalmist states, :707IA% NIRDDI AYOaR) *1y-23 170 119:18 Open my eyes, that | may behold Wonderful
things from Your Torah (707377, law). (NASB) The psalmist seeks the Lord to open his eyes to see Won-
derful things in the Law of God. What is it about the Torah that would be a wonderful thing to see? Could
it be the understanding of the Lord who seeks to make known his holiness, righteousness, justice, and truth
that is to be lived out in His people? Could it be about man taking on the testimonies of God for God’s
Glory? This anti-Torah mindset causes much confusion in the Christian commentaries, such as from James
1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a
forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. (NASB) It is important to
note that James did not have the New Testament Scriptures when he was writing these things to the First
Century believers. He had only the Tanach which was read weekly in the synagogue. Here in the book of
James, he makes a positive reference to the Law, and modern theological reasoning states that this could not
possibly be the Torah (Law of Moshe). Examining a famous Christian teacher and author, James Vernon
Mcgee, he provides the following explanation of the above verse saying, “’The perfect law of liberty.” This
is not the Mosaic Law; it is the law of grace. James does not talk about law here in the same sense that Paul
does. When Paul talks about the law, he is talking about the Mosaic Law. When James talks about law, it is
the law of faith. There is love in law in the Old Testament, and there is law in love in the New Testament.”
Note the confusion on the Law in which Paul and James are referring to. James McGee does not offer any
evidence to back his interpretation on which Paul is referring to the Torah and James is not. His reasoning is
that Jame’s Law simply cant refer to what Paul is referring to because my theology cannot accept that. His
interpretation is based solely upon Christian theological understanding that the Law (Torah) is bad.

The Psalmist continues saying, *YWYW FP07V-03 72 (PRO2 0O 772¥ MN271°2 20 1YW 03 2D

TI77 2 037 ANTINY N 0T QY TIT 1D STIITD IR TRAD CWHI 97T MO PNINDHIR W)
DIYOAR-DR T RITYR OAR2T KD ONMY 09w AT 13InY 119:23 Even though princes sit and talk
against me, Your servant meditates on Your statutes. 119:24 Your testimonies also are my delight; They are
my counselors. 119:25 My soul cleaves to the dust; Revive me according to Your word. 119:26 | have told
of my ways, and You have answered me; Teach me Your statutes. 19:27 Make me understand the way of
Your precepts, So | will meditate on Your wonders. 119:28 My soul weeps because of grief; Strengthen me
according to Your word. 119:29 Remove the false way from me, And graciously grant me Your law. 119:30
I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Your ordinances before me. 119:31 | cling to Your testimo-
nies; O Lord, do not put me to shame! (NASB) Note how David speaks of the testimonies of God being
his delight (119:24) and his seeking the Lord’s help to understand God’s precepts for their application to
life (119:27). Christianity takes the theological approach of cherry picking Scripture by pointing to certain
“New Testament™ verses to ““prove” the Law has ended. For example in Acts 15, the Jerusalem Council was
called upon to address the issue of Gentile inclusion in the covenant and the rapid response of the Gentiles to
faith in Yeshua the Messiah. The gentiles were coming directly into the faith of Israel through the Messiah.
This method of faithfulness to God through the Messiah was different from the past inclusion through the
precepts of Judaism. This may have seemed different and would have led some to doubt the sincerity of the
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non-Jewish person being accepted as fellow citizens of God’s kingdom who had little to no understanding of
God’s Torah. After having placed their faith in Yeshua, the Council in fact required these Gentiles to follow
certain minimal Torah commands (Acts 15:20) in order to have fellowship with Jewish believers and to be
able to function within their new found faith. The Jerusalem Council gave these basic Torah commands
with the understanding that they would learn more about Moshe and the Torah as they attended Synagogue
each week. (Acts 15:21) Peter’s comment in Acts 15:10 is pointing out that if God had commanded perfect
Torah observance as a prerequisite to faith, then they all were in jeopardy, as none of them could keep it
perfectly. This reasoning is consistent with Tehillim / Psalms 119:30 | have chosen the faithful way; | have
placed Your ordinances before me. 119:31 I cling to Your testimonies; O Lord, do not put me to shame!
(NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 119:30. | have chosen the faithful path; | have placed your judgments
[with me]. 119:31. | have joined myself to your testimonies, O Lord; do not make me ashamed. (EMC) Da-
vid chose the faithful way clinging His testimonies and His way of life. In a similar way, based upon the
example given to us by Yeshua, we too are to cling to God’s testimonies, to humble our lives, and submit to
God’s Word.

N2YT U7 ADRTYT W ANVR AT 0RT N7 R0 F772 XY NN OPY 29T 12 1wE2-98 90X iy
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Your commandments, For You will enlarge my heart. 119:33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, And
| shall observe it to the end. 119:34 Give me understanding, that | may observe Your law And keep it with
all my heart. 119:35 Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For I delight in it. 119:36 Incline my
heart to Your testimonies And not to dishonest gain. 119:37 Turn away my eyes from looking at vanity, And
revive me in Your ways. 119:38 Establish Your word to Your servant, As that which produces reverence for
You. 119:39 Turn away my reproach which | dread, For Your ordinances are good. 119:40 Behold, | long for
Your precepts; Revive me through Your righteousness. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states the following:

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah Psalms 119:32-40

119:32. I will run in the path of your commandments, for you will expand my heart. 119:33.
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your decrees, and | will keep it totally. 119:34. Give me insight,
and I will keep your Torah, O Lord; and | will keep it with a whole heart. 119:35. Make me
walk in the course of your commandments, for I desire it. 119:36. Incline my heart to your
testimonies, and not to money. 119:37. Turn my eyes away from the sight of deceit; by your
words heal me. 119:38. Confirm your word to your servant, which [leads] to your worship.
119:39. Take away my reproach, which | fear, for your judgments are good. 119:40. Behold,
I have yearned for your commandments; in your generosity heal me. (EMC)
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The fact is God does not change (Bamidbar / Numbers 23:19, Hebrews 13:8, James 1:17). A common senti-
ment heard in churches today is the notion that God does change, that He changed by replacing Torah-obser-
vant [srael as His people, with the non-Torah observant gentile Church. This speaks contrary to what we are
reading here in the Hebrew Scriptures from Tehillim / Psalms 119. David says, 119:32 | shall run the way
of Your commandments, For You will enlarge my heart. (NASB) David says walking in God’s ways, running
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in them, will enlarge/expand the heart. This suggests that our love for others should expand. He asks the
Lord to give him insight and then he will keep God’s Torah. Is it interesting that insight (understanding) is
paralleled to living for the Lord according to His Word. Do you believe this is true? Let’s Pray!

-9
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SRYIT T°7PD 03 72072 129a0K) 119:41 May Your lovingkindnesses also come to me, O Lord, Your sal-
vation according to Your word; 119:42 So | will have an answer for him who reproaches me, For | trust in
Your word. 119:43 And do not take the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, For | wait for Your ordinances.
119:44 So | will keep Your law continually, Forever and ever. 119:45 And | will walk at liberty, For | seek
Your precepts. (NASB) These set of verses are very interesting, because David groups the grace of God
(77917 to His salvation (FNYIWN) to trusting in the Word of truth which are His ordinances, His Torah (=71
70), to walking in liberty and freedom because he seeks God’s precepts (7°729). As mentioned previously,
the Hebrew view of faith is not just “believing” in the God of Israel, as modern theology would teach us
today. Even the demons believe in him (James 2:19) and confess who Yeshua is (Matthew 8:29). Having
repented (teshuvah) in faith, we are to look to the Torah as our “how-to guide™ regarding God’s will for our
lives. This is why the Apostle James wrote the entire Torah is the “Law of Liberty”” we are to live by. We
cannot pick and choose which Torah commandments we want to follow either (2:10 For whoever keeps the
whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 2:11 For He who said, ‘Do not commit
adultery,” also said, ‘Do not commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you
have become a transgressor of the law. NASB) James states the following in regards to the Torah:

James 1:19-27

1:19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak
and slow to anger; 1:20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 1:21
Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive
the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 1:22 But prove yourselves doers of the
word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 1:23 For if anyone is a hearer of the
word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 1:24 for once
he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person
he was. 1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it,
not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what
he does. 1:26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless. 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in
the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to
keep oneself unstained by the world. (NASB)

James says that we are to be quick to listen and slow to anger. The reason being this topic causes much
anger in the hearts of Christians who rest in the modern theologies of today and reject the Torah of God.
James speaks of the Word of God that was implanted into our lives that causes salvation to the soul. The
idea here is in being a doer of the word and not merely a hearer. This is the central point of the Torah to be a
doer of the word. If we only listen to God’s Word and do not put it into practice, we delude ourselves. This
is the concept behind seeing our face and then forgetting what we look like, which is paralleled to the one
who looks at the Torah and then forgets. James uses this same terminology as we find here in the Psalm, of
walking in liberty by the one who abides in God’s Torah. This is effected by the one who sees and does ac-
cording to God’s Word. James says such a man is blessed in what he does. James words are consistent with
the Psalmist approach by drawing together the grace of God, His salvation, his Torah, walking in liberty, and
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all of these things are found in His precepts.

The Aramaic Targum states, 119:41. And let your kindness come upon me, O Lord, your redemption
in accordance with your word. 119:42. And | will give answer to those who mock me, for | have trusted in
your word. 119:43. And do not remove the word of truth from my mouth utterly, for I have waited long for
your judgments. 119:44. And | will keep your Torah always, for ages upon ages. 119:45. And | will walk in
the wideness of the Torah, for | have sought your commandments. (EMC) The answer the psalmist gives
is that he trusts in the Word of the Lord! This is the same answer that we give for the faith that we have,
we trust in the Word of the Lord, believing by faith, and living our lives accordingly. Note how the Rabbis
translate walking in the wideness of the Torah. What do they mean by the “wideness of the Torah?”” The
way the Psalm is written, the wideness of the Torah seems to refer to someone who has faithfully studied the
Torah, worshiped in the Temple and put into practice his faith. The conclusion is God’s Law is so vital to

the life of His people, that we are to keep his precepts for ages upon ages (2797 X770 JNOIR NOUXY TN

:9Y). The English translates 1"M7¥ 9Y9 as ages upon ages, which is the same as saying something is
eternal. This is paralleled to what the Apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:25 BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD
ENDURES FOREVER.” And this is the word which was preached to you. (NASB) In order to understand
what this means, we understand that there is inherent power in the Word of God. The Apostle Paul wrote
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God™” (2 Timothy 3:16). The word for inspiration is from the Greek
text, Ogomvevotog theopneustos. This Greek word is a combination the words Theos “God” + Pepneustai
““to breathe.” It means literally that all of Scripture is God breathed. All scripture is the product of God’s
breath, it is His Word, it is the Lord God of Israel himself that speaks (or breathed out) the scripture. This is
significant because we read in Bereshit / Genesis 2:7, “the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul”” (NASB). There is a connec-
tion between the words; breath, inspiration, and life. This is why the author of Hebrews wrote, ““The Word
of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart™ (Hebrews
4:12) This speaks to the immutability of God and His promises, meaning that the Lord God of Israel is not
subject or susceptible to change or variation in form or quality or nature. This is because the Lord God of
Israel has no beginning or end, He is eternal, and so is His Word, unchanging, the Lord does not change His
mind as the Scripture states (Isaiah 46:9-10 and Bamidbar / Numbers 23:19). The Scriptures state “For |
am the LORD, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed” (Malachi 3:6). The counsel of
the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations (Tehillim / Psalms 33:11). It is within this
context that we read the rabbis translating saying, 119:44. And | will keep your Torah always, for ages upon
ages. 119:45. And | will walk in the wideness of the Torah, for I have sought your commandments. (EMC)
And David’s words saying in Tehillim / Psalms 19:7-8, The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the
heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
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22107 NN 3 119:46 | will also speak of Your testimonies before kings And shall not be ashamed. 119:47
I shall delight in Your commandments, Which | love. 119:48 And | shall lift up my hands to Your command-
ments, Which | love; And | will meditate on Your statutes. 119:49 Remember the word to Your servant, In
which You have made me hope. 119:50 This is my comfort in my affliction, That Your word has revived me.
(NASB) This is the love of God that we keep His mitzvot (commandments). This is the point of what the
psalmist is trying to say, I lift up my hands to your commands, I meditate on your statutes, and my hope is in
Your Word. This is what it means to have true love, to demonstrate the fruit, the evidence of our love for our
Father in heaven. The point of the psalmist is that God’s commandments are not grievous. The Greek word
for “heavy” Poapeion bareiai, is a reference to something being difficult or a burden or to difficult to bear.
The point is God’s Torah is not unreasonable, the duties which He asks of us as His people are not beyond
our ability, and His government is not oppressive. It is easy to obey God when the heart is right. Those who
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pursue the commands as the psalmist is stating, to be sincere to keep his commandments, such a person does
not complain that the commands are hard. All the complaints come from those who are not motivated out
of love for the Lord to keep his commandments. The objection is in the developed theologies, which then
rejects God’s Torah as unreasonable and that God’s Law imposes improper restraints upon one’s life. These
complaints do come from Christians or at least those who think they are such. Note what the Apostle John
wrote in his epistle according to 1 John 5:1-4.

1 John 5:1-4

5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father
loves the child born of Him. 5:2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and observe His commandments. 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 5:4 For whatever is born
of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world our faith.
(NASB)

John is speaking of being born of God. The phrase ““being born of God™ is a reference to being filled with
His Spirit that enables us to live according to His Word. Our lives are changed from the inside out. This
is the thing that demonstrates our having been born of God, and our having love for our Father in heaven.
This love is demonstrated in obeying His commandments. 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep
His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. (NASB) John agrees with the psalmist.
What is going on with the modern theologies that reject the Torah today as a way of life for God’s people?
Revelation 22:14 states ““Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”” Most of Christianities understanding of Judaism and
more importantly of Judaism in Yeshua’s day is limited to the few glimpses that are found in the “New Testa-
ment.”” The problem is the interpretation of the NT is taken away from its historical context, and interpreted
in a non-Hebrew fashion. If we begin with a skewed view of first century Judaism and its doctrines, there is
no level of grammatical scrutiny that can correct for this misrepresentation of Judaism. For example, trying
to read the English text, solely ““in its immediate grammatical context,” is unreliable as this does not lead
one to a Hebraic understanding nor to its first century context, this has led to much theological errors as we
have been discussing in the previous Psalms.

The ignorance regarding the first century historical and cultural context may be found in the modern
commentaries such as from James Vernon McGee (www.blueletterbible.org). In his commentary on James
2:2 he states the following: “The word assembly here means synagogue. Evidently the Jewish Christians
were calling the place where they met a synagogue. They had erected no buildings and frequently met in
private homes, but the chances are that in many places they rented a synagogue. They met on Sunday rather
than on Saturday and therefore did not conflict with the meeting of the Jews.”” What happens is most Chris-
tians will read this statement and say “‘yes this is true” because this is a famous man and very few questions
are asked in regards to the validity (accuracy) of his statements.

Summary of McGee’s Mistakes

*  McGee makes the statement: ““Jewish Christians.” It is important to note here that there was
no such thing as a “Jewish Christian™ in the first century. This is a modern description based
upon an erroneous theology. Usage of this term supports the false idea that these first Jewish
believers had undergone a conversion from Judaism to Christianity. The earliest reference
to the word Christian was given to the believers at Antioch (Acts 11:26) as a derogatory slur.
The original Jewish believers in Yeshua remained Torah-observant Jews (see Acts 21:20).

*  McGee claimed they “called the place they met a synagogue™ for one of two reasons. They
either were at a synagogue building, or they were meeting somewhere else under the author-
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ity of the synagogue. Note that there was no “Christianity”” in existence at this time, and
there was no Christian group being organized and meeting either. This would not have been
permitted by Rome. The Jews had permission, as an existing group, under Roman law to
meet in the synagogues. As a result, the first century believers continued to go to Synagogue,
including Gentile converts, as this was the only place the Scriptures were read and where
they would or could learn Torah (Acts 15:21)

* McGee claims the early believers were “Renting a synagogue.” This is an example of the
height of ignorance when one bases their understanding upon a theology, since it would have
been illegal for Jews to rent their buildings out to a new religion that was not sanctioned by
Rome. Jewish believers in Yeshua had full rights as Jews to continue going to normal syna-
gogue services on the Shabbat.

* McGee claimed “They met on Sunday ...”” This has no basis in fact. Jewish believers in Ye-
shua continued meeting at synagogue (or the Temple) during Shabbat. A common practice
that is described in the Scriptures is havdallah where believers would meet in homes after
sundown on Saturday to continue discussions and praise from the Shabbat Services. This
provides us with a good explanation why Paul was “preaching until midnight™ in Acts 20:7.
The first day of the week for Jews (like Paul) began at Sundown at the end of the Sabbath on
Saturday, not on the ““Sunday”” as we know it today.

Make a note how far off J Vernon McGee is in his assessment of only one verse. This is why it is so import-
ant to have a second critical look at Christian commentaries and understand the underlying theology that go
into their statements. Notice how far we have come from what was taking place in the first century and the
early body of believers according to the following Scriptures.

Matthew 5:18-19

5:18 “For truly | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or
stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 5:19 “Whoever then annuls one of
the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. (NASB)

Acts 21:20

21:20 And when they heard it they began glorifying God; and they said to him, “You see,
brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they
are all zealous for the Law; (NASB)

Acts 22:3

22:3 ‘1 am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under Gama-
liel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as you all are
today. (NASB)

Note that the common interpretation today is that “until all is accomplished” is the work Christ performed
upon the cross. This is not what Yeshua was teaching, that in a few short years this will all be different
after he goes to the cross, raises from the dead, and ascends into heaven. The facts are the people of God
continue to walk in God’s ways and were zealous for God’s Torah according to the NT Scriptures. What
we read here in the NT is something that speaks differently from what we see and hear being taught in the
modern theologies today. If we go in with guns blazing in regards to the way of God as was taught in the
first century, and how differently we are being taught from the pulpits today, there is much animosity and
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derision that comes because of the Torah speaks against the established theologies of today. This is the way
the psalmist describes those who surround him saying, *R727 23 :°>N°03 R? 077 TRN-TY 2150 2271 K2
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S0 AR 7 AW 12792 °R27 73 119:51 The arrogant utterly deride me, Yet | do not turn aside
from Your law. 119:52 | have remembered Your ordinances from of old, O Lord, And comfort myself. 119:53
Burning indignation has seized me because of the wicked, Who forsake Your law. 119:54 Your statutes are
my songs In the house of my pilgrimage. 119:55 O Lord, | remember Your name in the night, And keep Your
law. (NASB) The psalmist speaks of those who surround him and are arrogant, and deride him (express
contempt for; ridicule) because he follows in God’s ways. David says that he did not turn aside from His
Law and remembered the ordinances from of old and comforted himself in God’s commands. David claims
the statutes of God are the songs of his pilgrimage. This reckless abandon of God’s Law is a serious error

in the modern theologies today. The prophet Zephaniah speaks of this in his time when he wrote what he
did in Zephaniah 3:1-9.

Zephaniah 3:1-9

3:1 Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled, The tyrannical city! 3:2 She heeded no voice,
She accepted no instruction. She did not trust in the Lord, She did not draw near to her God.
3:3 Her princes within her are roaring lions, Her judges are wolves at evening; They leave
nothing for the morning. 3:4 Her prophets are reckless, treacherous men; Her priests have
profaned the sanctuary. They have done violence to the law. 3:5 The Lord is righteous within
her; He will do no injustice. Every morning He brings His justice to light; He does not fail.
But the unjust knows no shame. 3:6 ‘I have cut off nations; Their corner towers are in ruins. |
have made their streets desolate, With no one passing by; Their cities are laid waste, Without
a man, without an inhabitant. 3:7 ‘I said, ‘Surely you will revere Me, Accept instruction.” So
her dwelling will not be cut off According to all that | have appointed concerning her. But
they were eager to corrupt all their deeds. 3:8 ‘Therefore wait for Me,” declares the Lord,
‘For the day when | rise up as a witness. Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, To assem-
ble kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My burning anger; For all the earth
will be devoured By the fire of My zeal. 3:9 ‘For then I will give to the peoples purified lips,
That all of them may call on the name of the Lord, To serve Him shoulder to shoulder. (NASB)

Zephaniah speaks of those who would not accept instruction from the Lord, would not heed God’s voice,
and would not draw near to the Lord God of Israel. This follows through to those who are supposed to be
leaders of the people, they corrupt God’s ways, do violence, are reckless, and profane the sanctuary. It is
said the Lord however will do justice within His people by bringing upon them foreign nations to inflict pain
and judgment on those who corrupted all their ways. The Lord calls out to His people saying, 3:8 “There-
fore wait for Me,” declares the Lord, ‘For the day when | rise up as a witness... The earth will be devoured
because of her sins, and the Lord will give to His people purified lips to call upon the name of the Lord and
walk in His ways. What we see today is a fraction of peoples who are coming out of the theologies that stand
against God’s Torah, to listen to the voice of God, to heed His instruction, and to walk in His ways. Itis in
these things the Lord is pleased, not because we try to earn merit before Him, but because of our love for
Him, our motivation is to serve Him, to listen to his voice, and seek His instruction for our lives.
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Y 77 NiTiY DR A2-NINn 20 ARAY XY ANTIR CITW DOVYT 20 RO nivn Ty Cnmnmang

SPTIPD W IR WWR-227 V1K 020 20 :FRTY "WHWH 119:56 This has become mine, That | observe
Your precepts. 119:57 The Lord is my portion; | have promised to keep Your words. 119:58 | sought Your

favor with all my heart; Be gracious to me according to Your word. 119:59 | considered my ways And turned
my feet to Your testimonies. 119:60 | hastened and did not delay To keep Your commandments. 119:61 The
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cords of the wicked have encircled me, But | have not forgotten Your law. 119:62 At midnight I shall rise to
give thanks to You Because of Your righteous ordinances. 119:63 | am a companion of all those who fear
You, And of those who keep Your precepts. (NASB) There is a fellowship as brothers for those who walk

in God’s ways, keep his ordinances, and hold tight to his statutes. The Aramaic Targum states, N7 X7 11
DY DI XY D02 TATP NN M1 D727 TWAR MR 1T ORI T NI TTIPD O1IR RMIDTY 0
RO IPTIPD T0AY NP2OYNR X2 DT O SIMITI0R 99300 20NRY IR XAVIRY N°2OWR V1 ST T
TRTY 0137 DI TATR XMW DIPR XOOH NADD2 20 ONOWI NPWINR KD TR OV IWIONR ROVOWI NYD

STPTIPPD MWIYY M 12077 927 RIN RO A0 NPT 119:56. This became merit for me, for | kept your
commandments. 119:57. My portion is the Lord, | have promised to keep your words. 119:58. | have prayed
in your presence with a whole heart; have pity on me according to your word. 119:59. | have thought to im-
prove my way, and | will turn my feet to your testimonies. 119:60. | was eager, and did not delay to keep your
commandments. 119:61. The band of wicked men has gathered against me; | have not forgotten your Torah.
119:62. In the middle of the night I will rise to sing praise in your presence, for the sake of your righteous
judgments. 119:63. | am a companion to all who revere you, and to those who keep your commandments.
(EMC) What we have to understand is the Latin term for ““merit” was introduced as a synonym for the
Greek word for ““reward” when studying the various translations of the bible. Therefore, merit and reward
are two sides of the same coin. When the rabbis speak of meriting something for keeping God’s Torah, this
is consistent with the blessings and the curses as detailed in Devarim / Deuteronomy 30-32. In Romans 11:6
Paul says, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be
grace.” Whenever Paul writes that works are not salvific, it is those works done outside of God’s mercy
(grace). When a man attempts to approach the Lord God outside of His mercy, he attempts to make the Lord
God owe him salvation. This is different from obeying God’s commands and meriting a blessing. This is
related to the covenant relationship we have in Him and in His Messiah Yeshua. Paul condemns obeying the
Torah for the purpose of meriting salvation. Paul also promotes the idea of obeying God’s Torah because we
are in the Messiah and made to be a holy and righteous people, we obey the commands because of our love
for the Lord. The command is holy, righteous, and good (Romans 7:12) and God’s people are called to live
by His Word.

7921 277 119:64 The earth is full of Your lovingkindness, O Lord; Teach me Your statutes. 119:65 You
have dealt well with Your servant, O Lord, according to Your word. 119:66 Teach me good discernment and
knowledge, For I believe in Your commandments. 119:67 Before | was afflicted | went astray, But now | keep
Your word. 119:68 You are good and do good; Teach me Your statutes. 119:69 The arrogant have forged a
lie against me; With all my heart | will observe Your precepts. 119:70 Their heart is covered with fat, But
| delight in Your law. 119:71 It is good for me that | was afflicted, That | may learn Your statutes. 119:72
The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of gold and silver pieces. (NASB) David says that
before he was afflicted, he went astray. The example that he gives us is the lovingkindness (grace) of God
that teaches us His statutes, and how this is in contrast to the enemy who seeks to afflict through lies and
untruths. David believes that keeping the commandments of God will cause the Lord to teach him discern-
ment and knowledge which will cause him to observe the precepts. The heart is fat and desires its own way,
and the Torah is designed for us to humble our hearts and to submit our hearts to the will of our Father in

heaven. The verb for afflicted (7J¥R) is in reference to any difficult or painful circumstance. Our afflictions
come in many forms, shapes, and sizes, it can be as small as a headache, or as large as a major illness, the
loss of a job, public persecution, or rumors (lies) spread by our enemies (119:69). David wrote in his psalm
saying, ““Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all’> (Tehillim /

Psalm 34:19). To go astray (3¥') means “to go astray, err, commit sin or error”” and simply means to go
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our own way. Based upon this psalm, the purpose of affliction is to teach us things we would not otherwise
know. David is pointing out that until hard times come, our knowledge of God and his Word tends to be
rather theoretical. It is only when we are forced to apply God’s Word regardless of the circumstance that
our sufferings become our schoolmaster. This is a very hard reality for many Christians to face because this
is what the Torah teaches,where modern theologies direct people away from this truth. The central Torah
based truth is that it is not what happens to us that matters. It’s how we respond to what happens to us that
makes all the difference. The troubles that we go through are no mistake. The Torah reveals to us in a deep
and profound sense, that we do not fully understand until we persevere in our faith to live God’s Ways in the
midst of our troubles. Regardless of our circumstances we persevere for the glory of God. It is in this way
that our troubles are a gift from God, to draw us back to repentance, to humble our lives, and to live for His
glory by bearing His testimonies according to His word. Our troubles humble us, kill our pride, force us to
admit our weakness, and drive us to pursue the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua.

The psalmist continues saying the following, T8> TV :7°DI%7 7777K) 21127 113100 1wy P W
"X °1R017 TTO0 RIW W DI APRR) TYIWR PII-3 AN OAYTY 1Y PR 7277 02 MW PR

FTIPDR MW I PN Y02 DT MY SYWIY NN 0D N RPN, 170 07
WIAR K2 WnY R02 000 0270 D NIy YT W R 7-123u0 LY 119:73 Your hands made
me and fashioned me; Give me understanding, that I may learn Your commandments. 119:74 May those who
fear You see me and be glad, Because | wait for Your word. 119:75 | know, O Lord, that Your judgments are
righteous, And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. 119:76 O may Your lovingkindness comfort me,
According to Your word to Your servant. 119:77 May Your compassion come to me that | may live, For Your
law is my delight. 119:78 May the arrogant be ashamed, for they subvert me with a lie; But I shall meditate
on Your precepts. 119:79 May those who fear You turn to me, Even those who know Your testimonies. 119:80
May my heart be blameless in Your statutes, So that I will not be ashamed. (NASB) David is requesting the
Lord to “learn” His commands. This brings the perspective the only way to *““learn” is to practically apply
God’s Word to live. The only way we learn is by hands on practice. The Aramaic Tagrum states the follow-
ing, TN JAANOY DR NI N AT TOOAT TV ITTTIPD APOKY O1°172N N0 IPPNRY N 172V TR AV
IV 1772V 700 TR ONMAnIR 700 N7 070 W 1IN0 RDWIPY P17 PROT Q1R T NV Y N
STPTIPD2 29NR RIX N INMY RIAPW DY DI PNTTNNAD Y ORI TRMIR D1 TR Tan0 Y 0
NPTAR RDT 9932 72 TNTTA2 2 RDT 027 0 D SINNTIAD YT TONT C197IRY P20 vy 119:73. Your
hands made me and established me; give me insight and | will learn your commandments. 119:74. Those
who fear you will see me and be glad; for | have waited long for your word. 119:75. | know, O Lord, for your
judgments are righteous and you have afflicted me in truth. 119:76. Now let your kindness be for my comfort,
according to your word to your servant. 119:77. Let your mercies come to me and | will live; for your Torah
is my delight. 119:78. The arrogant will be ashamed, for they twisted a lie against me; | will speak of your
commandments. 119:79. Those who fear you will turn to my teaching, and those who know your testimonies.
119:80. Let my heart be without blemish in your decrees, so that | may not be ashamed. (EMC) The idea
being put forward here is, keep believing, don’t quit, and don’t give up. Let the God of Israel do his work
in you. The greatest tragedy is to miss what the Lord wants to teach us through our troubles. May the Lord
God bring us to the place where we can say what David has said, “It was good for me to be afflicted that |
might learn your decrees.”

2-R°

The apostle Paul did not change the commandments and neither did Yeshua. Both Yeshua and Paul kept
the Torah and spoke in favor of it in many places. Paul wrote in favor in the following places, Acts 16:1-3,
18:18, 20:6-16, 21:17-26, 24:17-18, 25:8, 28:17, Romans 3:31, 7:12, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, 11:17-34, and
16:8. This is because David writes in his Psalm saying, 122 29 A77° 91277 WDl Inywn? an72 XD
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Your salvation; I wait for Your word. 119:82 My eyes fail with longing for Your word, While | say, ‘When will
You comfort me?’ 119:83 Though | have become like a wineskin in the smoke, | do not forget Your statutes.

(NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 7727 772717 °1°Y 190 29 :N¥D°7IX JAANDY *WHI JIPT107 DA XD

SDWINK R? AP TN RIVP2 PNT RPN 1R 2D 1°N° Oan SN 119:81. My soul has
yearned for your redemption; I have waited long for your word. 119:82. My eyes are spent for your word,
saying, “When will you comfort me?”” 119:83. For | have become like a water-skin that hangs in the smoke;

your decrees | have not forgotten. (EMC) The psalmist states that His longing is for the salvation (T3%n?

A0Y) of our God. Based upon a Torah context, we think upon the Salvation of God within the context of
Parashat Beshalach (Shemot / Exodus 13:17-17:16) when Moshe states, ““Stand still, and see the salvation
of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see
again no more...” The salvation of God delivers and saves one from death, as in the context here from the
invading Egyptian army that wants to take the people back into slavery. When we think about the concept
of Salvation, today the Christian influences based upon the theologies that have been developed, tends to
limit this to getting out of Hell in the afterlife. Most Christian’s insight into the Judaism of Yeshua’s day is
limited to the few glimpses found in the Apostolic Writings where He disagreed with the hypocrisy of the
prevailing leadership. The understanding is further distanced being taken apart from its historical context,
and interpreted in a non-Hebrew fashion. This was accomplished primarily due to the antisemitism of the
early Gentile believers and due to the fact that the Apostolic Writings are written in Greek. This skewed
view of the culture of the times, results in incorrect conclusions that contribute to and reinforce these false
doctrines and theologies. No level of grammatical scrutiny can make up for this, especially when trying
to read the English and/or Greek, in its immediate grammatical context (without Torah) is unreliable. The
reason being, the text of modern Christian bibles has been altered to suit these Christian theologies. Find-
ing these things within the text takes a certain amount of due diligence on behalf of the bible student. The
first important approach is to begin studying the New Testament (NT, Apostolic Writings) using a Hebrew
translation of the bible. This helps the bible student to connect the dots by the way the text is written, es-
pecially in the connections made to the Tanach in the way the text is written. In my early years of reading
the NT in Hebrew, one of the first observations that I made was in John 5:1 and 6:4. In these Scriptures we
read the following, John 5:1 (NASB) “Later on, there was another festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem.” John 6:4 (NASB) “Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near.”” What is interesting
about these Scriptures is the way the text is written. If John had been the one writing these things down, why
did he make a distinction between the Jewish and non-Jewish people? He makes this distinction using the
phrase “the festival of the Jews.” What is implied from this text is that this festival was only for a period of
time, and is not for the one who is reading the text. Note also in John 6:4 it states ““there was another festi-
val of the Jews” and then ““Jesus went up to Jerusalem” which seems to imply Yeshua as separate from, as
opposed to providing us the example to do the same, to celebrate the Pesach (Passover) festival because the
Torah instructs all of God’s people to do so. So when I say the text has been modified, it is in these minor
ways that lead to the theologies today and keep people from realizing the truth.

The psalmist continues saying the following, *7-112 779 :09Y» D712 TWYA “NY T72¥ "0 M2 79
DAY-N? VI PRI "N?I VYRD 7D 1Y POTY WY APRY TRIEN-22 1D A0IN3 X2 WR DY 0071
PIID IO T NTy X DY 381 TRT AT 077 19 1 MY TVRYNI R0 97007 M9 TR
2072y 93793 07 1THY TPUOWRY KX (TAYR YON 119:84 How many are the days of Your servant? When
will You execute judgment on those who persecute me? 119:85 The arrogant have dug pits for me, Men who
are not in accord with Your law. 119:86 All Your commandments are faithful; They have persecuted me with
a lie; help me! 119:87 They almost destroyed me on earth, But as for me, | did not forsake Your precepts.
119:88 Revive me according to Your lovingkindness, So that | may keep the testimony of Your mouth. 119:89
Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven. 119:90 Your faithfulness continues throughout all genera-
tions; You established the earth, and it stands. 119:91 They stand this day according to Your ordinances, For
all things are Your servants. (NASB) David speaks of seeking the Lord God of Israel for His help to bring
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Justice to those who have been harmed by the wicked. David speaks of not forsaking God’s precepts (7129

°7). A precept is “a general rule intended to regulate behavior or thought.”” This is said to have been the
thing that David held on to in the midst of persecutions from the unrighteous. He asks that the Lord revive

him according to His Chesed (°1>77 77912), note the Masoretic text has him asking to be made alive by his
Chesed (grace, mercy, lovingkindness). The point of being revived or made alive was to keep the testimony

of God’s mouth. The Hebrew text is written 72 NI7Y 7IMWN) using the singular construct =9 to indicate
the words that have proceeded from the mouth of God Himself. David has it by faith the Lord spoke these
words to Moshe who then communicated them to the people and wrote them down in the Torah. David
says God’s Word is settled, meaning that it is finished, it is complete, it is not a matter of debate. This is
an important concept as we are called as God’s people to humble ourselves and to live our lives according
to God’s Word, this is what it means to bear the testimony of God’s mouth. These Scriptures speak of a
division, the dividing line, between God’s people and the nations. Those who seek the walk in God’s ways
according to His word, according to His commands, His precepts, His statutes, etc. With the influx of the
Gentile (non-Jewish) person by faith in Yeshua, coupled with the antisemitism of the first century spurred on
by the rabbinic halachah, these combination of events caused a greater division between the Jerusalem Jews
who believed in Yeshua and those who did not. Yeshua’s brother, Yaacov, was actually very instrumental in
holding the believing and non-believing Jewish communities together until his death. This fracture in the
Jewish community, due to Yaakov’s death, was significant as it pushed those Jews who believed in Yeshua
(and also the gentiles who were coming to faith in Yeshua), further away from the rest of Judaism. The
Judaism in the first century sought to live according to God’s Word most perfectly, just as Paul wrote in his
words in regards to himself as being a Hebrew of Hebrews (Philippians 3).

The Aramaic Targum states the following, °1177 °2 172 719 :X1>7 97172 7°2¥N *NA°R 72V A1 71D 79
RYIND N IROLOW PYTD 1D 1TV 0N 19T RIPW OV RVWIP TTIPD DI 1D TN NINTORD RDT I
XMW 0P TAAND I RAPYD VD TR0 MITI0 MUK N° 0P TT0N P D CPTIRD NOPAW RY RIN

2772V P10 DN PT R RIA WP PIT?ORE IRDVPY RYIR RNIPNR NI 7 172 ¥ 119:84. How
many are the days of your servant? When will you pass judgment on my persecutors? 119:85. The malicious
have dug pits for me, that you have not commanded them in your Torah. 119:86. All your commandments are
truth; for a lie they persecuted me, help me! 119:87. They almost destroyed me in the land; but I have not
forsaken your commandments. 119:88. Sustain me according to your kindness, and | will keep the testimony
of your mouth. 119:89. Forever, O Lord, your word endures in heaven. 119:90. Your faithfulness is to every
generation; you established the earth and it endures. 119:91. This day have they risen for your judgments,
for all of them are your servants. (EMC) The rabbis translate precepts as the commandments, this is a ref-
erence to the Torah as the way the Lord sustains His people through truth and justice. David says 119:87.
They almost destroyed me in the land; but | have not forsaken your commandments. (NASB) With the war of
132 CE, Jerusalem was literally ““plowed under,”” by Rome and renamed Aclia Capitolina (a Roman colony,
built under the emperor Hadrian on the site of Jerusalem, which was in ruins following the siege of 70 AD,
leading in part to the Bar Kokhba revolt of 132-136 CE.). Shrines to the Roman gods, Jupiter and Venus,
were constructed in the city. What little was left of the community of Jewish believers in Yeshua was wiped
out and soon replaced with a very Roman non-Jewish ““‘church.” Rome went on to wipe out most of Judea,
destroying 985 towns and killing over a half million Jewish men. (see Ignatius’ Letter to the Magnesians)
Even more died later from starvation, disease and fire. Rome then passed harsh laws banning worship on
the Sabbath, the moedim (Festivals), and the reading of Torah. This then led to changing the Shabbat from
the seventh day (Saturday) to the first day (Sunday) worship. Following these things, the lineage of Jewish
successors to Yeshua and Ya’acov ended and a string of Gentile popes soon followed. Quite literally, the
Jewishness of the faith ceased at this time and was replaced with a religion that was devoid of the Torah
mandates upon the life of God’s people. This church of Rome then set up idols, removed the priesthood
from Israel, and made anybody a priest who wanted to be a priest to God. This church replaced Israel, and
even has its own ark of the covenant worshiping the Eucharist (the wafer) as god. This is not much different
from the sin of Jeroboam the son of Nebat and is exactly what he did, changing the way Israel worshipped,
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driving out the priesthood of God, and setting up a new form of worship (golden idols) saying you will serve
the Lord your God with these idols and these new priests. Can you see and understand the significance of
the error of this way?

David continues in his psalm saying the following, D71V X :¥2 *RT7aAR X VWYY 70730 9% 2
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:>N2°M17 119:92 If Your law had not been my delight, Then | would have perished in my affliction. 119:93 |
will never forget Your precepts, For by them You have revived me. 119:94 | am Yours, save me; For | have
sought Your precepts. 119:95 The wicked wait for me to destroy me; I shall diligently consider Your testimo-
nies. 119:96 | have seen a limit to all perfection; Your commandment is exceedingly broad. 119:97 O how |
love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 119:98 Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies,
For they are ever mine. 119:99 | have more insight than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my medi-
tation. 119:100 I understand more than the aged, Because | have observed Your precepts. 119:101 I have re-
strained my feet from every evil way, That | may keep Your word. 119:102 I have not turned aside from Your
ordinances, For You Yourself have taught me. 119:103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter
than honey to my mouth! 119:104 From Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore | hate every false way.
119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. (NASB) Note how David understands the
purpose of God’s Torah for His life. Notice how delighting in the Torah is related to either being established
or perishing. He says that God’s precepts revived (gave life) to him, and how the commandments make him
wiser than all his enemies, and even over above his teachers, because God’s testimonies are great for giving
wisdom to live life. David says that every false way is detestable to him because of the effect God’s Law
has on his heart and his life. Note how this is the end effect of our faith in Yeshua and the infilling of God’s
Holy Spirit into our lives to convince us of sin in our lives unto repentance, and to turn back (Teshuvah) in

repentance to the ways of God. It is in this way that we can say the same as David did, 7727 *?377-03 7P

:>N2°N17 1X) 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. (NASB) The Word of God
as it is written in the Torah is established and true, a solid foundation, it is upon this which we stand, this is
how David understood the meaning of God’s word being a lamp to see, and a light to walk by in this world
that is filled with darkness (sin). This darkness of the enemy to God’s people and replacement theology was
brought into the church as a very early point as we read according to Justin Martyr and Origen of Alexan-
dria.

Justin Martyr - Dialogue with Trypho (Circa 138-161 CE)

We too, would observe your circumcision of the flesh, your Sabbath days, and in a word, all
your festivals, if we were not aware of the reason why they were imposed upon you, namely,
because of your sins and the hardness of heart. The custom of circumcising the flesh, handed
down from Abraham, was given to you as a distinguishing mark, to set you off from other
nations and from us Christians. The purpose of this was that you and only you might suffer
the afflictions that are now justly yours; that only your land be desolated, and your cities
ruined by fire, that the fruits of your land be eaten by strangers before your very eyes; that
not one of you be permitted to enter your city of Jerusalem. Your circumcision of the flesh is
the only mark by which you can certainly be distinguished from other men\u2026as | stated
before it was by reason of your sins and the sins of your fathers that, among other precepts,
God imposed upon you the observance of the Sabbath as a mark.
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Origen of Alexandria (185-254 CE)

We may thus assert in utter confidence that the Jews will not return to their earlier situation,
for they have committed the most abominable of crimes, in forming this conspiracy against
the Savior of the human race, hence the city where Jesus suffered was necessarily destroyed,
the Jewish nation was driven from its country, and another people was called by God to the
blessed election.

Justin Martyr and Origen of Alexandria provide for us a second and third century context of what had tak-
en place and the prevailing theology at the time in relation to Israel. The leadership of this new Gentile
*“church” was quick to embrace the Roman government’s position regarding “the Jews” and was overtly
hostile to anything Jewish, especially the Torah. Numerous false doctrines were established as early as the
second century. Among these were the teachings that “the Law” was actually given as a punishment to the
Jews, that Jerusalem had been destroyed and taken from the Jews due to their sin, and that the “Church”
had replaced Israel as God’s people. The attitude of these two men (Justin Martyr and Origen of Alexandria)
were not a random phenomenon. Roman society itself surrounding the time of Yeshua and Paul were very
anti-Jewish. There were a lot of Roman rhetoric in those days in regards to the Jews living among them.
(Jew and Gentile in the Ancient World, Louis H. Feldman, 1993, Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ,
pp. 123-176) In addition, Roman society was pagan and centered around the worship of many gods. This is
understood by examining rabbinic halakhah and by Paul’s words to the Corinthians in relation to food sac-
rificed to idols (see 1 Corinthians 8). The Jewish people were despised for their peculiar religious practices
and failure to worship the gods of Rome as every other conquered people was forced to do. (The Mystery of
Romans, Mark Nanos, 1996, Fortress Press, Minneapolis, pp. 64-68) The new “Gentile Christians” came
from this background and had no regard for anything in relation to what we read in Acts 15, as the synagogue
service in which the Torah was read and to be leaned upon for wisdom in living our lives in righteousness
and truth. Once the Jewish leadership had been removed, changes were put into effect via theologies that
have held up even until today with little opposition.
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SWA0% R T°N27 093077 RITIN 0T XAOW A AR 119:92. Had your Torah not been my delight, then |
would have perished in my affliction. 119:93. I will never forget your commandments, for you have sustained
me by them. 119:94. For | am yours, redeem me; for | have sought after your commandments. 119:95. The
wicked waited for me to annihilate me; I will contemplate your commandments. 119:96. To everything that
began and ended | have seen an end; your commands are very spacious. 119:97. How | have loved your
Torah! It is my conversation all day. 119:98. Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies; because
it is always mine. 119:99. | have understood more than all my teachers; for your testimonies are my conver-
sation. 119:100. I will have greater insight than the wise, for | have kept your commandments. 119:101. |
have kept my feet from every evil way, so that | may keep your words. 119:102. | have not gone away from
your judgments, for you have taught me. 119:103. How sweet to my palate are your words; sweeter by far
than honey to my mouth. 119:104. | will gain insight from your commandments; because of this, | hate every
son of man who lies. 119:105. Your words are like a lamp that illuminates my feet, and a light for my path.
(EMC) The rabbis translate the text to be very similar to what we read in the Masoretic text without much
added expansion for understanding. The point is these words are clear, to he point, and without exception
direct the reader to the fact that God’s Torah is a way of life for God’s people. By the end of the 4th centu-
ry, anything resembling a “pro-Torah” view of “the faith” had become non-existent in what is now called
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“Christianity.” The Councils of Antioch (341 CE) and Laodicea (360 CE) prohibited Christians from
participating in anything that was considered Jewish and further distanced God’s people from following in
the footsteps of the Messiah Yeshua. As one modern historian puts it, this was all done to show that Jewish
tradition was, “inherently evil, obsolete and irrelevant for practical Christian life.”” (Paul and the Jewish
Law - Halakha in the Letters of the Apostle to the Gentiles, Peter J. Tomson, 1990, Fortress Press, Minne-
apolis, p. 3) What we know according to history is that faith in Yeshua went from being 100 percent Jewish
to 100 percent anti-Jewish in less than 300 years.

David continues in his psalm to say the following, *N°I¥1 TP :TRTX "VOWN WY 702K AYAYI P
THIY K2 AN7IN TR0 %922 °WI LR 3722 TUIWR MM RI-I¥T D NI MP 197272 00 M TRR-TY
27°0°03 P R "2 W0 027 PRITY RIm X°p o0vn X7 PTPe 9 ma Doyy Ny P h

MYYR) TYWIROITYO TP IR IWIR-0X) UK INTIND 2100 TUp DI NI 73N o0V "
7Y °ON2TR 127 YIR-YYI-02 DAYT O30 0P [DPRIR Y- TR DOAW-22 1070 P 1TRD TR
PNRYY PUOYHN W TN MO P :7°N 119:106 | have sworn and | will confirm it, That | will keep
Your righteous ordinances. 119:107 | am exceedingly afflicted; Revive me, O Lord, according to Your word.
119:108 O accept the freewill offerings of my mouth, O Lord, And teach me Your ordinances. 119:109 My
life is continually in my hand, Yet | do not forget Your law. 119:110 The wicked have laid a snare for me,
Yet | have not gone astray from Your precepts. 119:111 | have inherited Your testimonies forever, For they
are the joy of my heart. 119:112 | have inclined my heart to perform Your statutes Forever, even to the end.
119:113 | hate those who are double-minded, But I love Your law. 119:114 You are my hiding place and my
shield; I wait for Your word. 119:115 Depart from me, evildoers, That | may observe the commandments of
my God. 119:116 Sustain me according to Your word, that | may live; And do not let me be ashamed of my
hope. 119:117 Uphold me that | may be safe, That | may have regard for Your statutes continually. 119:118
You have rejected all those who wander from Your statutes, For their deceitfulness is useless. 119:119 You
have removed all the wicked of the earth like dross; Therefore I love Your testimonies. 119:120 My flesh

trembles for fear of You, And | am afraid of Your judgments. (NASB) David says that he sworn (*NY2%1)

and confirms (raises up, establishes, 7172?2X1) to keep the righteous judgments of God. This is important for
understanding the anti-Semitic and anti-Torah ideologies and theologies of the early Church leaders and the
later Protestant ““reformers,” based upon the history of the church. These early leaders set the foundation
of replacement theology for all Christian opinion, Catholic and Protestant, to this day. All “interpretation”
of the Scriptures that have been and are being taught by Christian teachers, authors or institutions, includ-
ing every Christian Bible translation available and accompanying footnotes and commentary, study course,
radio show, and seminary teaching curriculum and movies, has been filtered through the doctrines of these
men include these hundreds of years of compounded error and theology on the Torah of God. David states
that the Word of the Lord revives him. This Word of God is the Torah, the Law of God. He speaks of inher-
iting God’s testimonies and has inclined his heart to live his life according to His testimonies until the end,
his death. He requests that the wicked depart from his presence so that he can observe the commandments
of God. It is by reason that the Lord removes the wicked from the earth and keeps him safe that he chooses
to love the testimonies of God and not wander from God’s truth.

Yeshua the Messiah was a rabbi and a Pharisee of his time and his teachings were not much different
from the prevailing rabbis of his time. Modern theologies and theologians today believe and teach that
the teachings of Yeshua differed completely from those of the Talmud. They believe there were no moral
teachings of value as compared to those of Yeshua. They believe the rabbis in the Talmud have little to no
value as compared to Yeshua indicating there is very little worth to study the rabbis. A review of the early
church fathers makes these points clear, the church has for centuries held this position that the opinion of
the rabbis (latter compiled in the Talmud and Mishnah) was of little value, which is the reason they would
burn their books and their synagogues. The problem is today this is a common Christian opinion, the rea-
son being few Christians have looked for themselves to see what the Talmud says. This is a task however
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not for those who would simply gloss over the rabbinic texts. In order to understand the rabbis, one must
exercise due diligence to understand the underlying point the rabbis are trying to make through their method
of exegesis of the text of the Torah, Neviim, and Cetuvim (Law, Prophets, and Writings). The point is these
texts are not written in a western style of literature and so these texts appear to be disjointed comments on
many subjects. The rabbis however use a method of explanation that appears disjointed, but in reality it is
not! Understanding the Rabbis requires a solid knowledge of the Scriptures to sort out what the Rabbis are
trying to say, and to determine the point they are trying to make. Most of the time their point is not explicit.
When we compare the words of Yeshua to the rabbis, it is interesting that we find something quite different
from what Christian teachers and theologians would have us believe.

Teachings of YESHUA

TALMUDIC Teachings

The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the
Sabbath. - Mark 2:27

Rabbi Jonathan ben Joseph said: For it is holy
unto you; l.e., it [the Sabbath] is committed to your
hands, not you to its hands. - Talmud: Yoma 85b

Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily | say unto
you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of
these, ye did it not to me. - Matthew 25:45

One who betrays his fellow, it is as if he has be-
trayed God. - Tosefta Shvuot, ch. 3

Insulting someone is like murder.- Matthew 5:21-22

He who publicly shames his neighbour is as though
he shed blood.- Talmud: Bava Mezia 58b

But | say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery
with her already in his heart. - Matthew 5:28

One who gazes lustfully upon the small finger of a
married woman, it is as if he has committed adultery
with her.- Kallah, Ch. 1

That ye may be the children of your Father which is
in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on
the unjust. - Matthew 5:45

Rabbi Abbahu said: The day when rain fails is
greater than [the day of] the Revival of the Dead,-
for the Revival of the Dead is for the righteous only
whereas rain is both for the righteous and for the
wicked - Talmud: Taanit 7a

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be
seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your
Father which is in heaven. - Matthew 6:1

In the case of the recital of the Shema, since every-
body else recites, and he also recites, it does not
look like showing off on his part; but in the case of
the month of Ab, since everybody else does work and
he does no work, it looks like showing off.- Talmud:
Berachot 17b

But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know
what thy right hand doeth. - Matthew 6:3

What kind of charity is that which delivers a man
from an unnatural death? When a man gives without
knowing to whom he gives. and the beggar receives
without knowing from whom he receives. - Talmud:
Bava Batra 10a - 10b

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the
heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard
for their much speaking.- Matthew 6:7

If one draws out his prayer and expects therefore its
fulfilment, he will in the end suffer vexation of heart,
as it says, Hope deferred maketh the heart sick. -
Talmud: Berachot 55a

Do not worry about where your food will come from
tomorrow, or your drink. - Matthew 6:25-31

Rabbi Eliezer the Great declares: Whoever has a
piece of bread in his basket and Says. “What shall |
eat tomorrow?”” belongs only to them who are little
in faith. - Talmud: Sotah 48b
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Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. - Matthew
6:34

A parable: [They were] like a man who was kept
in prison and people told him: To-morrow, they will
release you from the prison and give you plenty of
money. And he answered them: | pray of you, let me
go free today and I shall ask nothing more! - Tal-
mud: Berachot 9b

Let your Yes be Yes and your No be No. - Matthew
5:34-37

Arighteous yes is a Yes; a righteous no is No. - Tal-
mud: Bava Batra 49b

At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee,
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes. - Matthew 11:25

Rabbi Johanan said: Since the Temple was de-
stroyed, prophecy has been taken from prophets and
given to fools and children. - Talmud: Bava Batra
12b

And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast
it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of
thy members should perish, and not that thy whole
body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand
offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is
profitable for thee that one of thy members should
perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast
into hell. - Matthew 5:29-30

Come and hear what was taught: Rabbi Tarfon said,
“If his hand touched the membrum let his hand be
cut off upon his belly”. “But”, they said to him,
“would not his belly be split”? “It is preferable”,
he replied, “that his belly shall be split rather than
that he should go down into the pit of destruction™.
- Talmud: Niddah 13b

But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master,
even Christ; and all ye are brethren. - Matthew 23:8

Shemaiah used to say: love work, hate acting the
superior, and do not bring thyself to the knowledge
of the ruling authority. - Mishnah: Avot 1:10

Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh. - Matthew 24:44

Even as R. Zera, who, whenever he chanced upon
scholars engaged thereon [l.e., in calculating the
time of the Messiah’s coming], would say to them: |
beg of you, do not postpone it, for it has been taught:
Three come unawares: Messiah, a found article and
a scorpion. - Talmud: Sanhedrin 97a

Yeshua taught in a parable that they can please the
king (God) by pleasing one another. - Matthew
25:40

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily
| say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me. - Matthew 25:40

Rabbi simeon said: if three have eaten at one table
and have not spoken thereat words of torah, [itis] as
if they had eaten sacrifices [offered] to the dead, for
[of such persons] it is said, for all tables are full of
filthy vomit, [they are] without the All-Present. But,
if three have eaten at one table, and have spoken
thereat words of torah, [it is] as if they had eaten
at the table of the All-Present, blessed be he, as it is
said, this is the table before the LORD. - Mishnah:
Avot 3:3

Love your enemy. - Matthew 5:43

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But | say unto
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; -
Matthew 5:43

They who are insulted but insult not back; who hear
themselves reproached but answer not; who serve
out of love and rejoice in their affliction--of them it
Is written in Scripture: They that love God are as the
going forth of the sun in its might. - Talmud: Yoma
23a, Gitin 36b, Shabat 88b
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Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath aught against
thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go
thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then
come and offer thy gift. - Matthew 5:23-24

If a man said, ““I will sin and repent, and sin again
and repent”, he will be given no chance to repent.
[If he said,] “I will sin and the Day of Atonement
will effect atonement”, then the Day of Atonement
effects no atonement. For transgressions that are

between man and God the Day of Atonement effects
atonement, but for transgressions that are between
a man and his fellow the Day of Atonement effects
atonement only if he has appeased his fellow - Mish-
nah: Yoma 8:9

A comparison of these select verses from the Apostolic Writings (note there are more) reveals much of
what Yeshua taught and said was not original but come from the teachings of the rabbis. This comparison
reveals the errors that are being taught today at the pulpit. As the children of God, we should never get
comfortable being fed a theology or whatever comes from the pulpit that supports a theology without solid
support from the Scriptures and the rabbinic literature. According to the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua was
a Pharisee, we have pointed out previously various references demonstrating this, Yeshua not only quoted
and supported Pharisaic teaching, as we see in the comparison above, He also upheld the religious authority
of the Pharisees. He told the people to obey the Pharisees, as they ““sat in Moses’ seat,” meaning their au-
thority has come from God. (Matthew 23:1-3) According to the Scriptures, Yeshua criticized the Pharisees
for their hypocrisy, for example, making the fence laws greater than the Torah commands themselves. This
type of criticism was not outside of what was a common practice between the various factions within the
houses of thought (Pharisee, Sadducee, etc) In fact, the Talmud teaches that the Pharisees said there were
seven types of Pharisees according to the Talmud Bavli Sotah 22b.

Talmud Bavli Sotah 22b.
R22177 W10 IR WIND ORI WD SRDW YIID T PWIND VAW D 01 PPwIND Mond

NI WD F20RND WIND FIWYRY N2 T2 WIND It states in the mishna: And those who
injure themselves out of false abstinence [perushin] are people who erode the world. The
Sages taught: There are seven pseudo-righteous people who erode the world: The righteous
of Shechem, the self-flagellating righteous, the bloodletting righteous, the pestle-like righ-
teous, the righteous who say: Tell me what my obligation is and | will perform it, those who
are righteous due to love, and those who are righteous due to fear.

This section of the Talmud goes on to define these seven types of righteous persons (Pharisees). As we find
in the Apostolic Writings, Yeshua called some of them *“sons of Satan.” This was not an unfamiliar dialogue
among religious peoples at that time. The same term was used by the disciples of Rabbi Hillel to describe a
disciple of Rabbi Shammai, just before Yeshua’s time. When Yeshua spoke he often explained his position
based upon the existing interpretation of the Scriptures, where much of the Judaism of his time interpreta-
tion had been worked out before Yeshua arrived (i.e. Rabbis Hillel and Shammai). One example may be
found in Matthew 7:12 in the golden rule. Yeshua said, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” Rabbi Hillel taught this years
previously saying, ““What you do not like, do not do to anyone else; this is the whole Torah and everything
else is explanation.” (Talmud Bavli Shabbat 31a) Yeshua upheld the teachings of Hillel (who was the
grandfather of Gamliel, who instructed the Apostle Paul). Hillel’s opinions were actually considered more
“liberal.” On rare occasion, such as His ruling on divorce (Matthew 5:31). Note that Yeshua also upheld the
teachings of Shammai, which taught more to what may be called ““the letter of the Law.” Compare Matthew
23:23 to Ma’asrot 4:5-6, Mark 3:2-4 to Tosefta Shabbat 7:14, Luke, Ch. 15 to Avot D’Rebbe Natan 3:1, and
John, 5 to Talmud Bavli Betzah 26b. The evidence is overwhelming when we compare the Talmud to the
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Apostolic Writings. This supports the idea that Yeshua was a Pharisee, note how John HaMatbil (Baptist)
said that one among THEM (the Pharisees) was the Messiah to come (see John 1:26-27). Yeshua lived as a
Jew and a rabbi who wore tzitzit (Bamidbar / Numbers 15:37-41), he upheld the Torah, his quotes are found
in the Talmud, and he was Orthodox in His practices.

>-TR

David continues in his Psalm to say the following, 39y 22p RWYY “37°30-22 PIX) VYR "NWY  ROP
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PDTY VTN °13°27 U F72Y 79P 119:121 | have done justice and righteousness; Do not leave me to
my oppressors. 119:122 Be surety for Your servant for good; Do not let the arrogant oppress me. 119:123
My eyes fail with longing for Your salvation And for Your righteous word. 119:124 Deal with Your servant
according to Your lovingkindness And teach me Your statutes. 119:125 | am Your servant; give me under-
standing, That I may know Your testimonies. (NASB) David seeks the Lord’s help to overcome those who
set themselves up against him, which he calls the arrogant men who do not know God’s Torah. David does
not seek to be like the arrogant and asks the Lord to help him to know God’s testimonies, to be taught His

statutes, and to love His commandments. His motivation is from longing for the salvation (J0¥17) of
God. When David thought of God’s salvation, he was not just interested in the Olam Haba. His thoughts
were on this present world and the Lord’s deliverance from all our enemies. When Paul spoke to us in re-
gards to the salvation of God, we have to remember he was an expert in rabbinic interpretation, homily, and
methodology of exegesis. He used the rabbinic thought throughout his writings (i.e. 1 Corinthians 10, the
spiritual rock a midrashic example...). Peter warned that it was difficult to understand Paul.

2 Peter 3:7-18

3:7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your
notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like
one day. 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 3:10 But the day
of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the
elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
3:11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to
be in holy conduct and godliness, 3:12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt
with intense heat! 3:13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a
new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 3:14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these
things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 3:15 and regard
the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to
the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 3:16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable dis-
tort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 3:17 You therefore,
beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the
error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 3:18 but grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to
the day of eternity. Amen. (NASB)

Peter wrote that Paul was difficult to understand, and that there would be those who would distort and
twist Paul’s words to mean something else. What kind of people would do this? Peter says these men are
“lawless” (2 Peter 3:17) referencing the Torah of God, these men promote a theology that causes people to
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disregard God’s commands as an important part of our lives. Peter warns that such men will not interpret the
Scriptures properly being without God’s Law, meaning that those who twist Paul’s writings are those who
don’t have, know, or follow the Torah. They approach the letters of Paul in ignorance leading to an incorrect
interpretation. Studying Church history, this is the legacy of the Christian church. As early as 187 CE, the
Christian Bishop Iraneus counted twenty different varieties of Christianity. By the year 384 CE, Epipha-
nius counted eighty. (Caesar and Christ, Will Durant, 1944, Simon and Schuster, New York, p. 616) The
disregard for the Torah is described as the way of the Jews, and the lack of a solid grounding in the Torah
allowed for every heresy under the sun to enter into the faith under the guise of “love” and ““liberty.”” The
“New Testament” Scriptures warn of this deception in several places. Consider that no group who thinks
they are ““right with God,”” would consider themselves to be the false teachers spoken of in these texts. Can
a person be right with God if they are not pursuing to live their lives in righteousness, holiness, justice, and
truth according to His Torah coupled to his faith in the Messiah Yeshua with the guidance and empowering
of the Holy Spirit?

This is why David says, 2P (791 2717 °01%7% *P20K 12-2¥  19P :907IR 1197 717°2 Diwy? ny 1op
TIIT AN 9P °WRl ONTEY 12-Y TOVTY XD 0P PINGY Y MIR-72 YT 93 VTp-22 | 12-7Y
39p TR 20K LIYRD BT A-TH 29 DRI TNIXRY *D MORYN) AWH-D K9P 1M PR TR

JIR-72 22-02WA-PRY) TR 197 OnyD 119:126 It is time for the Lord to act, For they have broken Your
law. 119:127 Therefore | love Your commandments Above gold, yes, above fine gold. 119:128 Therefore |
esteem right all Your precepts concerning everything, | hate every false way. 119:129 Your testimonies are
wonderful; Therefore my soul observes them. 119:130 The unfolding of Your words gives light; It gives
understanding to the simple. 119:131 | opened my mouth wide and panted, For | longed for Your com-
mandments. 119:132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, After Your manner with those who love Your name.
119:133 Establish my footsteps in Your word, And do not let any iniquity have dominion over me. (NASB)

The Aramaic Targum states, =777 X12°7 2107 T9P D TN°IR X070 WOOR MIT°T XNIWI 72027 177V 19p
VIR 010 RIPW 7R 70 PIPNXIN P10 ROTIPID DI RIDOT WA 19R IRII2IN I K2 PTIPD NN
NOTND SMID ROP ORI AN RIDWR N TIAT P03 9P W TINI0I K107 WA TNNTA0 WD
T772°12 PRAR NNOR 277 1AW SROI? RNDOD M9V DI SMY CIDNR 277 N X PTIPOY 219K N°OIR)

SPW 93 02 vHWN R 119:126. It is time to do the will of the Lord; the scholars have desecrated your
Torah. 119:127. Because of this, | have loved your commandments more than gold and more than pure gold.
119:128. Because of this, | have harmonized all the commandments whatsoever; | hate every way of deceit.
119:129. Your testimonies are wonderful; because of this, my soul has kept them. 119:130. Your engraved
words will enlighten the needy, the simple will gain insight. 119:131. | opened my mouth and learned, for
I desired your commandments. 119:132. Turn to me and have compassion on me, as is the custom towards
those who love your name. 119:133. Establish my steps by your word, and let no deceit rule over me. (EMC)
Notice how the Aramaic Targum states the ““Scholars” have desecrated Your Torah. These are the Torah
teachers of his time. Is this not the same as what we have been seeing going on for thousands of years now?
Notice how David speaks of those who have broken the word of the Lord, and then he states his love for
God’s commands and hating every false way. This is the testimony of God in our life, to love His ways, to
walk in His ways, and to abhor sin in our lives. In the Messiah Yeshua, we are established, and empowered
by the Spirit of God to overcome sin. This is the promise of God to not allow iniquity to have dominion over
us. This is the message of the Torah and the testimony of God in our lives to not allow iniquity to have do-
minion over us. With the Gentilization of the Church we received the teaching that there is no relationship
to the Torah after we are saved. The issue was when the gentiles were coming into the faith, they had no
background in the Scriptures or in the way of rabbinic thought. The three important rules to Biblical inter-
pretation are (i) Grammatical-Literary Context, (ii) Historical Context, and (iii) Cultural-Religious Context.
Points (ii) and (iii) are generally ignored by most Bible commentaries as one needs to go outside of the
Bible to the rabbinic sources in order to get this information. Sola scriptura (Latin: by Scripture alone) is a
Christian theological doctrine which holds that the Scriptures are the sole infallible rule of faith and prac-
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tice. To go outside of the bible for understanding is heavily frowned upon by Christian study groups under
the well meaning but ignorant assumption that you need only the Scriptures to interpret Scripture. Most of
the Gentiles who were coming into the faith in the first century were coming from a pagan background that
was coupled to an extremely anti-semitic Roman society. This is very important for understanding Paul’s
letters. The majority of Christians today have not studied first century history and are unaware that Gentiles
coming to faith in Yeshua, at least those not already involved with Synagogue and first century Judaism,
were coming directly out of this background. This is why it is important to understand what specific prob-
lem or situation Paul was addressing in his letters. Many things in Paul’s letters were topic specific and not
meant to be generalized for the masses. The historical Christian interpretation of Paul’s letters is that these
letters are a general lesson for everyone throughout history to interpret according to their own situations.
The problem is if we don’t understand the underlying situation Paul was addressing, it is impossible to ap-
ply his letters in any other way. The understanding is further distanced being taken apart from its historical
context, and interpreted in a non-Hebrew fashion. This has skewed view of the culture of the times, due to
the gentile influx into the faith with zero Torah background, resulting in incorrect conclusions that contrib-
ute to and reinforce these false doctrines and theologies. No level of grammatical scrutiny can make up for
this, especially when trying to read the English and/or Greek, in its immediate grammatical context without
Torah which was taking place then and is taking place up until today. Because Christianity’s interpretation
of Scripture is founded on a Greek/western approach and not a Hebrew one, verse after verse in the New
Testament are stripped from its original context in which the Torah observant authors wrote them. In place
of this, an anti-Semitic and anti-Torah spin has been placed on the Word of the God of Israel. This is easy
to understand while examining Paul when he discusses the life of God’s children at the end of Galatians. In
Galatians 5:16-22, Paul makes a comparison by listing the differences between “walking in the spirit” and
“walking in the flesh.” He defines those who walk in flesh in Galatians 5:19-21 (adulterers, fornicators,
sorcerers, etc.) What these all have in common is these are transgressions of the Torah. Those who walk in

the flesh are they who are violators of the mitzvot (commandments) of the Torah.
David continues saying the following, 772¥2 IR T30 790 :TIPD TIHWKR) DR PWYD 172 TP
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119:134 Redeem me from the oppression of man, That | may keep Your precepts. 119:135 Make Your face
shine upon Your servant, And teach me Your statutes. 119:136 My eyes shed streams of water, Because they
do not keep Your law. 119:137 Righteous are You, O Lord, And upright are Your judgments. 119:138 You
have commanded Your testimonies in righteousness And exceeding faithfulness. 119:139 My zeal has con-

sumed me, Because my adversaries have forgotten Your words. 119:140 Your word is very pure, Therefore
Your servant loves it. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, ;71?9 ORI RWI 727 RAI207 N0 P10 790
ToR IRDPIIN VI KPT 2072 DY 1Y NN RO ODNMY 197 TN N0 019K 7V IR IR 1T 9P
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IR TTAVY RIAY 700 RII0 AR OPOYR T°N2T WNWINCR 119:134. Redeem me from the oppression
of the son of man, and | will keep your commandments. 119:135. Shine the splendor of your face on your
servant, and teach me your decrees. 119:136. Streams of water will go down my eyes, because they have
not kept the Torah. 119:137. You are righteous, O Lord, and your judgments are upright. 119:138. You have
commanded righteousness, testimony, and much faithfulness. 119:139. My zeal has overcome me, for my
oppressors have forgotten your words. 119:140. Your word is very pure, and your servant loves it. (EMC)
David seeks for the redemption of God in order to keep His precepts. Note that a precept is ““a general rule
intended to regulate behavior or thought.” The basic concept here is if we are bound up in sin or some form
of habitual bondage, we will not be able to walk completely in God’s ways. David says he is sad because
the enemy does not walk in God’s ways, and the Lord’s testimonies are faithfulness and righteousness to
his people and himself. The Word of God is pure and righteous and holy (Romans 7:12) and so we love the
word of God. Do you love the word of God as David is saying here in Tehillim / Psalms 119? The Torah is a
major part of the gospel message. The book of Hebrews states that the generation in the wilderness received
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the Gospel (Besorah, TMW2, gvayyélov) and it was to be followed in faith. The Greek word gdayyéhov
cuangélion, meaning “‘a good message,the gospel”” was preached to them before the Messiah had died and
was resurrected. The Tanach demonstrates what they received was the Torah and that they needed faith in
the Lord. The author of Hebrews connects the Gospel to the Torah. All of the Word of God is interwoven
and consistent when it is interpreted correctly with the understanding that God’s Word is eternal, He does
not change! The feast of Tabernacles (Succot) is deeply messianic in nature, and when Peter saw Yeshua
appear with Moshe and Elijah (see Matthew 17:1-13), what was it he wanted to do? He wanted to build a
Succah for each of them because he was seeing the messianic fulfillment before his eyes. The Apostolic
Writings become very clear as we study these texts within a Torah based and Hebraic context.

David continues in his psalm to say the following, JNRTY 210 AT KD TIPS 7123] P2 YL Rop
TN IR0 0PI TINTY T THP DYWRY DT PR pRe-IE 30 npy an7in 071y pT3
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9110 119:141 1 am small and despised, Yet | do not forget Your precepts. 119:142 Your righteousness is an
everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth. 119:143 Trouble and anguish have come upon me, Yet Your
commandments are my delight. 119:144 Your testimonies are righteous forever; Give me understanding that
I may live. 119:145 | cried with all my heart; answer me, O Lord! I will observe Your statutes. 119:146 |
cried to You; save me And | shall keep Your testimonies. 119:147 | rise before dawn and cry for help; I wait
for Your words. 119:148 My eyes anticipate the night watches, That | may meditate on Your word. 119:149
Hear my voice according to Your lovingkindness; Revive me, O Lord, according to Your ordinances. (NASB)

The Aramaic Targum states, TN XY RAPYD RPTX NPT 20P NOWINR RY 7P 79021 RIX W XD
MR AR IQOPNRY 1IMIAN OOV INNTA0 RNPTE TAR P10 TPTIPD N WAV RPOVAI RPY P (WP
MPOYY RIDDWA NAYTPR TAR 1INITI0 MVIRI 2N P17 NP MR SR NI 7T 0N 01 XY 902
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N° 0P 71°7 707 119:141. 1 am small and despised; | have not forgotten your commandments. 119:142.
Your generosity is righteousness forever, and your Torah is truth. 119:143. Trouble and the oppressor have
befallen me; your commandments are my delight. 119:144. Your testimonies are righteousness forever; give
me insight and I will endure. 119:145. | have called with a whole heart; answer me, O Lord! I will keep
your decrees. 119:146. | have called you, redeem me; and | will keep your testimonies. 119:147. | have risen
early at dawn, and prayed; | have waited long for your word. 119:148. My eyes have preceded the watches
of morning and evening to speak of your word. 119:149. Hear my voice in accordance with your kindness,
O Lord; sustain me according to your judgments. (EMC) David says the testimonies of God are righteous-
ness forever. This speaks of the eternality of God’s Word, His righteousness, holiness, justice, and truth are
eternal. Note the emphatic way in which David seeks to speak of the Word of God, he raises early, before
morning, and lays down, after the evening watch, in order to speak of God’s Word. This speaks of his deter-
mining his heart to speak of God’s testimonies all day long. This motivation speaks of his love for the Lord
and His Word. Taking another look at Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:9-14, we read the following:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:9-14

30:9 “Then the Lord your God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand,
in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your
ground, for the Lord will again rejoice over you for good, just as He rejoiced over your
fathers; 30:10 if you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments and His statutes
which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart
and soul. 30:11 ‘For this commandment which I command you today is not too difficult for
you, nor is it out of reach. 30:12 ‘It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to
heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?” 30:13 *Nor is it
beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross the sea for us to get it for us and make

44 Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 119 | v°p °%1n 190 —
us hear it, that we may observe it?” 30:14 ‘But the word is very near you, in your mouth and
in your heart, that you may observe it. (NASB)

Notice how Moshe writes the Lord will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand if you keep
his commands. There is a comparison in the Apostolic Writings, the Apostle Paul writes of the Torah and
Yeshua in Romans.

Romans 10:1-8

10:1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation. 10:2
For | testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge.
10:3 For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did
not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 10:4 For Christ is the end (goal, telos,
zélog) of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 10:5 For Moses writes that the
man who practices the righteousness which is based on law shall live by that righteousness.
10:6 But (And, de, 6¢) the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows: ‘Do not say in
your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down), 10:7 or “Who will
descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).” 10:8 But what does it
say? ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ that is, the word of faith which
we are preaching, (NASB)

TAdeh@oi, M pev gbdokia Thg ufic Kapdiog kai 1 déNoig TPoOg TOV BedV VIEP ADTOV &ig
cotnpiay. paptupd yap avtoic ot {ijhov 00D Exovoty, AL’ oV kat’ éntyvootv: *dyvoodvieg
yap TV 10D B0 dkatocvvny, Kai TV idilav [dikarocvvnv] {ntodvteg otiioat, Tfj duKatocHvy
10D 0g0d 0V VeThynoav: *Téh0g Yap VOROL XPLoTdg €i¢ SIKOOGVUVNY TAVTL TQ) TIGTEDOVTL.
"MobdoTic yap YpAeEL TV dKOoGuYNY TNV €K [ToD] vopov 6Tt 6 momoag avta dvOpmmog
{oetat v avtoic. ° 8¢ €k mioTemG dKaocVvN 0VTOG AEYeL, M| €lnng év Ti) kapdig cov, Tig
avaproeton €ig TOv ovpavdv; todt’ Eotv Xpiotov katoyayelv: 1, Tig katapnoeton gig v
dpvocov; 10T’ Eotiv Xp1otov €K vekp®dv avayayeiv. *aAla ti Aéyet; Eyydc cov 10 pijud éotiy,
&v 1@ otépati cov Kai &v 1) kapdig cov: TodT’ 6TV TO PR THG TOTEMS O KNPVGCOLEV.

The NASB translation includes the mistranslation of the text that appears in almost all Christian Bibles,
found in Romans 10:4, the word telos (téAog) is translated as goal ““goal’ of the Torah and not the ““end”” of
the Torah as in the abolishment of the Law of God which is taught in modern theologies today. Yeshua the
Messiah is the goal at which the Torah aims. In addition, the word “But” in Romans 10:6 may be translated
as “And” showing that Paul was making a type of contrast to show the continuation and similarity and not
something that is opposed to one another. If Paul would have been trying to draw a contrast as opposing
one another, he would have used another Greek word dAld (alla) meaning “but (but instead), nevertheless,
on the contrary.” Here we find the translators taking it upon themselves to translate the text based upon the
theology that the Torah has been done away with. The theologies that teach the Torah has passed, produce
a bias in the minds of the average Christian today, causing us to have this idea that the ““old”” way (Judaism)
before Yeshua has been replaced with the “new” way (Christianity) after Him. Based upon these texts,
the translators view the Church as something new and replacing the faith of Israel, this perspective can be
observed by the Christian teachings on Shavuot (Pentacost) under the teaching that the Lord created the
Church at Pentacost. The conclusion of these theologies that teach this is that the new faith (the Church
in Christianity) replaces that of Israel (Torah observant Messianic Judaism). This new church and new
theologies teach us something that is contrary to the unchanging Word of God, and the unchanging nature
of God Himself. In past Torah studies, we have investigated the Greek and Hebrew Word for the Congre-
gation of Israel based upon the Septuagint and the Masoretic Text. The Hebrew word Kahal is translated
as Ekklesia which is translated as church in the Apostolic Writings. The point is The Ekklesia has always
been a reference to the Congregation of Israel, the called out ones, before Yeshua lived. It was only with the
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development of these modern theologies that have led to the translation into English, as something different,
something new, where the old has passed and the new has come, etc.

It may be difficult for the western mind to understand how the Apostle Paul could be accused by other
Jews, of teaching against the Torah, when he was preaching a pro-Torah message. Something to keep in
mind is that this was not the only time in Jewish history that a great Torah teacher was misrepresented by
his own people. Moshe Maimonides (1135-1204 CE), one of the most famous Jewish thinkers and Torah
scholar of Jewish history, was accused by his Jewish contemporaries as denying a bodily resurrection. They
made this claim even though Maimonides had written in his commentary on the Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1,
which states, “Bodily resurrection is one of the fundamentals of the Law of Moses; one who does not accept
[resurrection] has no part in the religion, nor any connection to the Jewish people.” Maimonides admits
he didn’t think anyone would take the source of such false teaching and accusation seriously, stating, *“...
we paid no attention thereto, saying that this individual’s (opinion) is of no consequence, because no one
can be so foolish as to find it so difficult to understand what we wrote (clearly in our composition).”” The
Apostle Paul was also shocked to hear that he was being accused of preaching against the truth of the Torah,
as seen by his comments in Romans 3 (3:8 And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some
claim that we say), ‘Let us do evil that good may come’? Their condemnation is just. NASB). Remember
also that Peter, in his epistle, also warned, that people were twisting Paul’s words around (2 Peter 3:16 as
also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which
the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. NASB).
It will be interesting to see what Paul will say one day in regards to the theologies and churches that teach
he thought Torah was not to be followed by believers in Yeshua.

The psalmist continues saying the following, 77177 AR 2372 RIP P07 07N 727 9771 127 P
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follow after wickedness draw near; They are far from Your law. 119:151 You are near, O Lord, And all Your
commandments are truth. 119:152 Of old | have known from Your testimonies That You have founded them
forever. 119:153 Look upon my affliction and rescue me, For | do not forget Your law. 119:154 Plead my
cause and redeem me; Revive me according to Your word. 119:155 Salvation is far from the wicked, For they
do not seek Your statutes. 119:156 Great are Your mercies, O Lord; Revive me according to Your ordinanc-
es. 119:157 Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, Yet | do not turn aside from Your testimonies.
119:158 | behold the treacherous and loathe them, Because they do not keep Your word. 119:159 Consider
how I love Your precepts; Revive me, O Lord, according to Your lovingkindness. 119:160 The sum of Your
word is truth, And every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum also
states, N°12°201 1’?37?77 M 2P Wp 7T 591 M7 DX 2P RIP APAONDKR NIRRT DT 2P 1P
21797 2NI¥A X1 TIP ONPWINR XY TR Q1R N7 OXDI MDD N AP (N1NTOY 2LYY 1R TMTh0 N
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VWP TR3ND MW Op P01 AR POKXR 7071 770 7100 DR TPTIRD 01K AN BIp 00l N> T 0T
INPTE 917 92 09Y7 119:150. Those who pursue fornication have drawn near; they have gone far from
your Torah. 119:151. You are near, O Lord, and all your commandments are truth. 119:152. Long ago | grew
wise from your testimonies, for you founded them forever. 119:153. See my affliction and deliver me; for |
have not forgotten your Torah. 119:154. Argue my case and redeem me; heal me for your word. 119:155.
Redemption is far from the wicked; for they have not sought your decrees. 119:156. Your mercies are many,
O Lord; heal me according to your judgments. 119:157. Those who pursue me and oppress me are many; |
have not turned away from your testimonies. 119:158. | saw despoilers and | contended with them, who have
not kept your word. 119:159. See [this], for | have loved your commandments; O Lord, according to your
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kindness heal me. 119:160. The beginning of your word is truth; and all the judgments of your righteousness

are forever. (EMC) David says those who follow wickedness are those who are far from the Torah (*1P%

70) of God. The nearness of our lives to the Lord is demonstrated in our pursuit of the commands. The
reason is because the Lord is near to His commands, they are a part of who He is, they are His testimonies.
We are called to humble our lives by submitting our lives to God’s commands. David seeks to be healed
because of God’s Word because His mercies are many. The Targum states the beginning of truth is God’s
Word. This is why we contend with those who have turned away from God’s testimonies, the Torah. In
Christianity, there are concepts that teach of what is called ““Christian liberty” or the ““law of love.” These
two phrases are vague and are not well defined in and of themselves because they do not have any basis in
the Torah. The reason I say this is because these terms are the definition of one’s being and not the Instruc-
tions of God. James Vernon McGee points this out in his commentary saying, “‘First of all, let me point out
that this verse has nothing to do with the security of the believer. John is talking about assurance. As God’s
children, we are in a family. But how can we have assurance that we are in God’s family? He is telling us
that assurance comes by keeping His commandments. ““If we keep His commandments™ does not refer to the
Ten Commandments. John is not dealing with any legal aspects; he is dealing with family matters. The ‘law
of liberty” is the law of Christ. The Lord Jesus said, ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments’ (John 14:15).
What is His commandment? ‘This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved you.” (John
15:12)” Notice the confusion McGee has with the words ““assurance” but not ““security?”” Not God’s
“commandments” but “family matters?”” James McGee writes that the Old Testament commandments of
the Father have been replaced by new ones from Jesus, such as to bear each others burdens, to rejoice al-
ways, praying without ceasing, and not quenching the Spirit of God, etc. What we see coming out of Mc-
Gee’s commentary is not what we are taught in the Scriptures. He is essentially saying that God has changed
His ways. If Yeshua’s commands are different from the Father in the Torah then we have a false teacher who
was not sent of God. Christianity supplants the Torah with these vague concepts which leaves the reader
without a solid foundation. These theologies teach these vague concepts and expect the believer to know
what they mean in a void without the rabbis or the expansion on the Torah found in the Tanach. The idea is
the average Christian is to fend for himself by “following the guidance of the Holy Spirit,” thus allowing for
multiple interpretations, many of which contradict God’s Torah. Is it surprising then that there were 20-80
different churches by the first and second centuries? This is nothing less than a doctrine that is meant for the
itching ears that turns from God’s Word as Paul describes in his epistle to Timothy (see 2 Timothy 4:3). This
teaching that ““we are free from the Torah,” is a product of hundreds of years of anti-Semitic theology and
is in opposition to Scripture. The “New Testament,” when put back into its Hebrew and Torah context,
states (i) Faith does not abolish the Torah but establishes it in our lives (Matthew 5:17-21, James 2:10), (ii)
Keeping the Torah is part of our faith that is lived out and demonstrates the works the Lord is looking for in
getting to heaven (Matthew 7, 19:17, Revelation 12:17, 14:12; 22:14), (iii) You will abide in Yeshua’s love,
if you keep His Torah commands (John 14:15-23) just as he gave us the example as He abides in the Father’s
love by keeping Torah (John 15:10, Hebrews 2:17-18, 4:15), (iv) Faith in Yeshua does not cancel out what
the Torah says, faith establishes it (Romans 3:31), (v) Torah is itself “liberty,” freedom, and the standard we
are to judge ourselves by (James 1:22-25), (vi) Paul writes that it is those who live in the flesh who are not
subject to the Torah (Romans 8:5-8) (vii) John says that if you say you know Him, and ignore His Torah,
you are a liar (1 John 2:3-7) (viii) It does not matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, what matters is keeping
God’s Torah (1 Corinthians 7:19) and (ix) The “law of love™ is that we keep his Torah, which is by no means
a ““burden” but a joy in serving the Lord in the way He calls us to serve Him (1 John 5:3, 2 John 1:6, Mat-
thew 11:29,30). These references to the Torah may be confusing, but this confusion however is the result of
the modern theologies that have caused much confusion in the word of God and its application for our lives.
The point is when we read of the Law or the Commandments in the Apostolic Writings, it was meant to be
understood as God’s Torah as this was what it meant to the first century believers in their Hebraic, rabbinic,
and Jewish culture. Christianity preaches ““Jesus’ primarily and almost exclusively from the New Testa-
ment. The question for us however is, “Did Paul and the disciples preach Yeshua using the New Testa-
ment?”” Certainly not! All they had at the time was from the Tanach. The point is the Torah was given from
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God at the hand of Moshe, and any doctrine that contradicts the Torah is not from God. The Torah is the
foundation for understanding the teachings of the disciples and Paul from the New Testament. This does not
work the other way around since without the Torah, it is impossible to make a proper interpretation in the
void of a pagan gentilized society. This is what happened in the first and second centuries following the
death, burial and resurrection of Yeshua and the death of his disciples. Because of the centuries of antise-
mitic and anti-Torah theologies, the false teachings against the Torah that is coupled to the New Testament
text is what defines Christianity. We are saved by faith alone, however, this faith, according to the Hebrew
Scriptures, is inseparable from following God’s word and how we are to live before God following in the
footsteps of His Messiah Yeshua, we are to follow the ways of His Torah. Yeshua Himself is inseparable
from the Torah, as He is the goal and fulfillment of the commands, meaning that he walked and lived the
Torah, and we are called to do the same as God’s children, to fulfill the Torah, to walk and live the Torah,
and to listen and obey the Torah, demonstrating our love for our Father and His Messiah by our motivations
to bear His testimonies because of our great love for Him! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Thank You Lord for Your mercy and the great work that you are doing in our lives. We believe You are
able to overcome all things, from saving us from our enemies, to the deliverance from sin, and even to work
in our hearts to deeply, truly, and honestly seek you all the days of our lives. We recognize the weaknesses
in our strength and resolve to serve You and to do what is expected, to be humble and to pray and to remain
in Your word. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have the desire to seek You
in prayer and in Your Word, to have faith in Yeshua Your Messiah, and to love our neighbor each day. We
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith,
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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