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Walking in the Mercy of God

e Inethiseweek’sestudyefromeTehillim / Psalms 118:1-29,etheepsalmeopensesaying,e ִּכeכִּ -טוֹבeiָוiֹ lַeּוֹדוieeeא 
e:ֹדּוPְ—ַehlָֹעוlְe ִּכelֵא/ָ -lְ 118:1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovעוPְ—ַehlָֹדּוֹ:eבeee אֹמַ/-נָאeִ שְֹ
ingkindness is everlasting. 118:2 Oh let Israel say, ‘His lovingkindness is everlasting.’ (NASB)eeTheepsalmiste
callseoutetoetheepeopleetoegiveethankseandeparallelsethisetoetheegracee(chesed)eofeGodebeingeeternal.eeTheepriest-
hoodedeclaresetheesamee(118:3),eandesaysethoseethatefearetheeLordesayetheesamee(118:4).eeTheepsalmistestates,e
e:hָאָדe lִei  eeei 118:5 From my distress I calledמִן-iַמֵּצַ/Tָeָ/אe mִיָּהeּעָנָנִ eבַמְֶּ/ָ—בeָ הּ:eוiֹ ְeeeוle lִeiָאeֹאִ ָ/אeמiַ-יַּעֲשֶֹ
upon the Lord; The Lord answered me and set me in a large place. 118:6 The Lord is for me; I will not fear; 
What can man do to me? 118:7 The Lord is for me among those who help me; Therefore I will look with sat-
isfaction on those who hate me. (NASB)eeTheepsalmistestatesethateiteisebetteretoetakeerefugeeinetheeLorde(118:8)e
anderepeatsethisestatementeforeemphasise(118:9).eeTheePsalmiste(David)edeclaresethateiteisetheeLordewhoehelpse
himetoecuteoffetheenationse(118:10)eanderepeatsethiseforeemphasise(118:11).eeTheeLordeextinguishesetheeenemye
asethornseineaefiree(118:12),etheeLordeisehisehelpe(118:13).eeHeesays,eמִ ן ְeh Tִ ִּצַדe lֵiֳָבְּאeiָוִ שׁוּעeiָּנ/ִe|elֹוTeeeטו 
e:ּה ָe ֵֹמַעֲשe/ֵּפPֲַוַאei ֶ—ְֶכִּ -אemּאָמוeֹאleeeז e:l ִ—ָei e:l ִ—ָeiטזeeeְ מִ ןiֹ ְeוeiָ/וֹמֵמeiְָ מִ ןiֹ ְeוeiָעֹשָֹ  iֹ ְ 118:14 Theוeiָעֹשָֹ
Lord is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation. 118:15 The sound of joyful shouting and 
salvation is in the tents of the righteous; The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 118:16 The right hand 
of the Lord is exalted; The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 118:17 I will not die, but live, And tell of 
the works of the Lord. (NASB)eeTheeLordedisciplinesetheeoneseheelovese(118:18).eeDavidespeakseofetheegatese
ofetheerighteouseandeenteringethroughetheme(118:19-20),eandegivingethanksebecauseetheeLordeanswersehime
(118:21).eeYeshuaetheeMessiaheuseseTehillim / Psalms 118:22-23einereferenceetoehimselfeasetheeMessiah.eeThee
psalmisteconcludeesayingetheefollowing,eנָּאeiָוֹשִׁ עieiָוiֹ ְeאָנָּאeeeiכe:ֹבוei—ְָמ iֹ ְeiוeiָנָגִ eilָוְנִשְֹ  כדeeeזiַ-iֶיּוehֹעָשָֹ
h mִֹבַּעֲבeוּ-ַ—ג/Pְִאeּנוlָe/ֶוַיָּאeiָוiֹ ְe|elֵאeeeכזe:iָוiֹ ְem ֵּמִבehֶבֵַּ/כְנוּכeiָוiֹ ְehֵׁבְּשeבָּאiַeְבָּ/וּךeeeכוe:נָּאei—ָ lְִצiַeiָוiֹ ְeאָנָּא 
 This 118:24  עַדTַeְ/נוiַemֹמִּזְבֵַּ—:eכ—eeeאe lִֵאַתeiָּוְאוֹדֶךeָּאֱלe iַֹאֲ/וֹמְמֶךָּ:eכטieeeוֹדוiֹ lַeּוeiָכִּ -טוֹבeכִּ lְeעוPְ—ַehlָֹדּוֹ:
is the day which the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 118:25 O Lord, do save, we beseech 
You; O Lord, we beseech You, do send prosperity! 118:26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord; We have blessed you from the house of the Lord. 118:27 The Lord is God, and He has given us light; 
Bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar. 118:28 You are my God, and I give thanks to 
You; You are my God, I extol You. 118:29 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. (NASB)  
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hlָֹעוlְ e ִּכ eכִּ -טוֹב eiָוiֹ lַ eּוֹדוie e eא 
ָ/אelֵכִּ lְeעוֹ ־ַ—Pְדּוֹ:eבeee אֹמַ/-נָאeִ שְֹ
 Pְ—ַehlָדּוֹ:eגeee אֹמְ/וeּנָאeבֵ m-אiֲַֹ/ן
 כִּ lְeעוPְ—ַehlָֹדּוֹ:eדeee אֹמְ/וeּנָאeִ ְ/אֵ 

ְ iֹוeiָכִּ lְeעוPְ—ַehlָֹדּוֹ:

סםר טוביה פרק קיח
טב ehא/ו eiוi ehדT eשב—ו e eא 
e  מ/ון eב e e׃i טוב ehlעl ehא/ו 
  כדוןe ש/אelא/וlehעehlטוב i׃
hא/ו eן/iא em ב eכדון eמ/ון  e eג 
־lעehlטוב i׃eeדee  מ/וןeכדוןeד—
l אeד iוeiא/וlehעehlטוב i׃

ΨΑΛΜΟΙ 118
118:1e αλληλουιαe ἐξομολογεῖσθεe τῷe
κυρίῳe ὅτιe ἀγαθόςe ὅτιe εἰςe τὸνe αἰῶναe τὸe
ἔλεοςe αὐτοῦe 118:2e εἰπάτωe δὴe οἶκοςe
Ισραηλe ὅτιe ἀγαθόςe ὅτιe εἰςe τὸνe αἰῶναe
τὸe ἔλεοςe αὐτοῦe 118:3e εἰπάτωe δὴe οἶκοςe
Ααρωνeὅτιeἀγαθόςeὅτιeεἰςeτὸνeαἰῶναeτὸe
ἔλεοςeαὐτοῦe118:4eεἰπάτωσανeδὴeπάντεςe
οἱeφοβούμενοιeτὸνeκύριονeὅτιeἀγαθόςeὅτιe
εἰςeτὸνeαἰῶναeτὸeἔλεοςeαὐτοῦe
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בַמֶּ e ִעָנָנ eּיָּה e mִא/ָTָe/ַמֵּצiַ-מִןeeei־
-iַמeאִ ָ/אeֹאle lִeiָוiֹ ְeeeוe:ּה ָeב—ָ/ְ
בְּעֹזְָ/  e lִ eiָוiֹ ְ e e eז e:hָאָד e lִ ei  יַּעֲשֶֹ
mֹוP—ֲlַeטוֹבeee—e: ָבְשֹנְאeiֶאְֶ/אe ִוַאֲנ 
—ֲlַ eטוֹבee eטe:hָבָּאָד e—ַֹמִבְּט eiָוiֹ ַּ־ב
-lָּכeee e:h ִבִּנְדִ בe—ַֹמִבְּטeiָוiֹ ַּבemֹוP
:hlַ ִאֲמe ִּכeiָוiֹ ְehֵׁבְּשe ִבָבוּנPְeh ִֹגּו 
  אPַeeeבּוּנִ eגPְ-hַבָבוּנִ eבְּשiֹ ְehֵׁוeiָכִּ 
 אֲמִ e:hlַ בPַeeeבּוּנִ eכִדְבוִֹ/ ehדֹּעֲכוּ
אֲמִ  e ִּכ eiָוiֹ ְ ehֵׁבְּש eh ִוֹצT eׁ־כְּאֵש
iָוiֹ ַו elֹּנְפlִ e ִנmַ —ְִד ei—ָֹּד e e eג e:hlַ 
 lִ- iִ ְַו eּה ָ em/ְָוְזִמ e ִּעָז e e eד e: ִעֲזָָ/נ 
iָוִ שׁוּע eiָּנ/ִ e| elֹוT e e eטו e:iָשׁוּע lִ 
:l ִ—ָei  בְּאe lֵiֳָצַדִּ eh Tְִ מִ ןiֹ ְeוeiָעֹשָֹ
iָוiֹ ְ eמִ ן ְ eiָוֹמֵמ/ eiָוiֹ ְ eמִ ן ְ e e eטז 
i ֶ—ְֶכִּ -א emּאָמוeֹאle e eז e:l ִ—ָ ei  עֹשָֹ
 וַאPֲַפֵּ/eמַעֲשֵֹ eָ הּ:eee— eַ סֹּ/eִ סְַּ/נִּ eיָּהּ
־וlְַמָּוlemֶאeֹנmְָנָנִ :e טeeeפmְִּ—וּ-e lִשַׁעֲ
-iֶזeeeכe:ּה ָeiֶאוֹדehָאָבאֹ-בeTֶצֶד- /ֵ
   iַשַּׁעַ/iֹ lַeוeiָצַדִּ eh Tִָ בֹאוeּבוֹ:eכא
:iָשׁוּע lִ e lִ- iְִּוַת e ִנmָ ִעֲנ e ִּכ eָאוֹדְך 
 כבeeeאֶבֶןeמָאPֲוiַeּבּוֹנִ lְeimָ ְiָeh/אֹשׁ
 פִּנe:iָּכגeeeמֵאiֹ ְemֵוeimָ ְiָeiָזּאiִemֹ א
i  נְִ lָאemבְּעֵ נֵ נוּ:eכדeeeזiַ-iֶיּוehֹעָשָֹ
מְָ—eiבוֹ:eכeeeiאָנָּא  ְ iֹוeiָנָגִ eilָוְנִשְֹ
i—ָ lְִצiַeiָוiֹ ְeאָנָּאeנָּאeiָוֹשִׁ עieiָוiֹ ְ 
־נָּא:eכוeeeבָּ/וּךiַeְבָּאeבְּשiֹ ְehֵׁוeiָבֵַּ/
iָוiֹ ְe|elֵאeeeכזe:iָוiֹ ְem ֵּמִבehֶכְנוּכ 
/ְTַeעַדeh mִֹבַּעֲבeוּ-ַ—ג/Pְִאeּנוlָe/ֶ־וַיָּא
וְאוֹדֶךָּ eiָּאַתe lִֵא e e e—כe:—ֵַּמִּזְבiַ emֹנו 
iָוiֹ lַ eּוֹדוi e e eכט e:ָּאֲ/וֹמְמֶך e iַֹאֱל 

 כִּ -טוֹבeכִּ lְeעוPְ—ַehlָֹדּוֹ:

 mוlצ el בT eאilאei e m /T eאmTעeמן e ei 
 ב mאואei eאilא׃eeוeeמ מ/אeד iוeiבPעד 
מ מ/א e eז e eנש׃ e/ב e l eעבד eiמ el—אד eאl 
ואנאeא —מ e ו/ענוmא e m eעדאPמleiוi ד 
 בPנא ׃ee—eeטבleמm/—צאeבמ מ/אeד iוeiמן
־lמ /—ץeבב/eנש׃eeטeeטבleמm/—צאeבמ 
lכ e e e eב/ב/ב א׃ eמ /—ץl eמן eiוi ד eמ/א 
iוi דeמ מ/אehבשוe m eון Tאeז/ו—eעממ א 
 /— צ emא/וehאmוש נון׃ee אeeאT וןe leאף
hא/וem צ —/eiוi דeמ מ/אehבשוe m eז/ו— 
ie l ך eון Tאe eב e eוש ש נון׃mאeוש נוןmא 
אשmא eך i eוןTlד eאm  /דבו eאm  /ז בו 
hא/ו em צ —/ eiוi ד eמ מ/א ehבשו eבכוב ן 
מד—א e —מד e eג e eוש ש נון׃mא eוש נוןmא 
iוi ד eומ מ/א el מ נl e וב— e m em  —ד 
lכelעel —דe m—ושבmוe  Tוmeeד eeענ ׃  P 
 l eiוiו ei /במ מe/אמeiוi eעממ אeמאlע 
־T / l׃eeטוmelTeeושב—mאeו ו/T/נאeבמ
— lא׃ emעבד eiוi ד eמ נא e T דצד eוןiשכנ  
mעבדeiוi דeמ נא eמ/ממאeiוi דeמ נא eeטז 
e זleeאeא מוemא/וehא — eוא שmע  eא׃l — 
 עובד eאilא׃ee— eeמכPנאeאכPננ ei eוlמוmא
m/Tא e נlמע e l eו—m e eט e e׃ m e/Pמ eאl 
 דצ דTאeאעוelבiוןeאשב—ei eאilא׃eeכeeד ן
 מעlנאeדב emמTדשאeד iוeiצד T אe  עlון
 ב i׃eeכאeeאiוד TeדמךTeומךeא/וTehבmlא
eכבeeטl אeשב Tו e׃T / le lem וiוe mוlצ 
lא eiוזכ e ד ש eבנ א e ב נ emוi eא l־א/ד כ
iוi ehדTeמן e eכג e eטן׃lושו eך lמleiמנאm 
Tד eשא / eא i eא lא/ד כ eאמ/ו eדא emוi־
עבד eומא eד ן e eכד e eד ש ׃ e בנו eאמ/ו eמנא 
  iוeiאמ/וeא/ד כl אeנדוץeונ—ד eב eiאמ/ו
 בנו eד ש ׃eeכeeiבבעוeמ נךi eוei /וeTכדון
 אמ/וeא/ד כl אeבבעוeמ נךi eוeiאצe—lכדון
hבשוe mדאeב/ ךeeכוee׃i mmואנe ש eאמ/ו 
 מ מ/אeד iוeiאמ/וeא/ד כe l ב/כוןm eכון
 מןeב emמTדשאeד iוeiאמ/eדוד׃eeכזeeאilא
iודi em דב eשבט אeאמ/ו eנאl e/iאנ eiוi  
ד  eעדeווןlבשושeגא—emPנ כleא lטeוm  כ 
 Tm/בונ eiוmדוןeאדמ eiבT/נemמדב—אeאמ/
 שמואelנב  א׃eeכ—eeאe ilאemואוד Teדמך
 Tומךeאe ilאשב— נךeאמ/eדוד׃eeכטeeמm ב
 שמואelואמ/eשב—וeכנ שmאeד ש/אelאודו

Tדi ehוeiא/וehטבeא/וlehעehlטוב i׃

118:5eἐνeθλίψειeἐπεκαλεσάμηνeτὸνeκύριονeκαὶe
ἐπήκουσένeμουeεἰςeπλατυσμόνe118:6eκύριοςe
ἐμοὶeβοηθόςeοὐeφοβηθήσομαιeτίeποιήσειeμοιe
ἄνθρωποςe 118:7e κύριοςe ἐμοὶe βοηθόςe κἀγὼe
ἐπόψομαιe τοὺςe ἐχθρούςe μουe 118:8e ἀγαθὸνe
πεποιθέναιe ἐπὶe κύριονe ἢe πεποιθέναιe ἐπ᾽e
ἄνθρωπονe118:9eἀγαθὸνeἐλπίζεινeἐπὶeκύριονe
ἢe ἐλπίζεινe ἐπ᾽e ἄρχονταςe 118:10e πάνταe τὰe
ἔθνηeἐκύκλωσάνeμεeκαὶe τῷeὀνόματιeκυρίουe
ἠμυνάμηνe αὐτούςe 118:11e κυκλώσαντεςe
ἐκύκλωσάνe μεe καὶe τῷe ὀνόματιe κυρίουe
ἠμυνάμηνeαὐτούςe118:12eἐκύκλωσάνeμεeὡσεὶe
μέλισσαιeκηρίονeκαὶeἐξεκαύθησανeὡσεὶeπῦρe
ἐνeἀκάνθαιςeκαὶeτῷeὀνόματιeκυρίουeἠμυνάμηνe
αὐτούςe118:13eὠσθεὶςeἀνετράπηνeτοῦeπεσεῖνe
καὶe ὁe κύριοςe ἀντελάβετόe μουe 118:14e ἰσχύςe
μουeκαὶeὕμνησίςeμουeὁeκύριοςeκαὶeἐγένετόeμοιe
εἰςeσωτηρίανe118:15eφωνὴeἀγαλλιάσεωςeκαὶe
σωτηρίαςe ἐνe σκηναῖςe δικαίωνe δεξιὰe κυρίουe
ἐποίησενe δύναμινe 118:16e δεξιὰe κυρίουe
ὕψωσένe μεe δεξιὰe κυρίουe ἐποίησενe δύναμινe
118:17e οὐκe ἀποθανοῦμαιe ἀλλὰe ζήσομαιe
καὶe ἐκδιηγήσομαιe τὰe ἔργαe κυρίουe 118:18e
παιδεύωνe ἐπαίδευσένe μεe ὁe κύριοςe καὶe τῷe
θανάτῳe οὐe παρέδωκένe μεe 118:19e ἀνοίξατέe
μοιe πύλαςe δικαιοσύνηςe εἰσελθὼνe ἐνe αὐταῖςe
ἐξομολογήσομαιe τῷe κυρίῳe 118:20e αὕτηe
ἡe πύληe τοῦe κυρίουe δίκαιοιe εἰσελεύσονταιe
ἐνe αὐτῇe 118:21e ἐξομολογήσομαίe σοιe
ὅτιe ἐπήκουσάςe μουe καὶe ἐγένουe μοιe εἰςe
σωτηρίανe118:22eλίθονeὃνeἀπεδοκίμασανeοἱe
οἰκοδομοῦντεςe οὗτοςe ἐγενήθηe εἰςe κεφαλὴνe
γωνίαςe 118:23e παρὰe κυρίουe ἐγένετοe αὕτηe
καὶe ἔστινe θαυμαστὴe ἐνe ὀφθαλμοῖςe ἡμῶνe
118:24eαὕτηeἡeἡμέραeἣνeἐποίησενeὁeκύριοςe
ἀγαλλιασώμεθαe καὶe εὐφρανθῶμενe ἐνe αὐτῇe
118:25eὦeκύριεeσῶσονeδήeὦeκύριεeεὐόδωσονe
δήe 118:26e εὐλογημένοςe ὁe ἐρχόμενοςe ἐνe
ὀνόματιeκυρίουeεὐλογήκαμενeὑμᾶςeἐξeοἴκουe
κυρίουe118:27eθεὸςeκύριοςeκαὶeἐπέφανενeἡμῖνe
συστήσασθεeἑορτὴνeἐνeτοῖςeπυκάζουσινeἕωςe
τῶνeκεράτωνeτοῦeθυσιαστηρίουe118:28eθεόςe
μουeεἶeσύeκαὶeἐξομολογήσομαίeσοιeθεόςeμουe
εἶeσύeκαὶeὑψώσωeσεeἐξομολογήσομαίeσοιeὅτιe
ἐπήκουσάςeμουeκαὶeἐγένουeμοιeεἰςeσωτηρίανe
118:29eἐξομολογεῖσθεeτῷeκυρίῳeὅτιeἀγαθόςe
ὅτιeεἰςeτὸνeαἰῶναeτὸeἔλεοςeαὐτοῦ
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Tehillim  Psalms 118
118:1eGiveethanksetoetheeLord,e
foreHee ise good;e ForeHise lov-
ingkindnesse ise everlasting.e
118:2e Ohe lete Israele say,e ‘Hise
lovingkindnesseiseeverlasting.’e
118:3eOheletetheehouseeofeAar-
one say,e ‘Hise lovingkindnesse
ise everlasting.’e 118:4e Ohe lete
thoseewhoe feare thee Lorde say,e
‘Hise lovingkindnesse ise ever-
lasting.’e 118:5e Fromemye dis-
tresse Ie callede upone thee Lord;e
TheeLordeansweredemeeandesete
meeineaelargeeplace.e118:6eThee
Lordeiseforeme;eIewillenotefear;e
Whatecanemanedoetoeme?e118:7e
Thee Lorde ise fore mee amonge
thoseewhoehelpeme;eThereforee
Ie wille looke withe satisfactione
on those who hate me. 118:8 
Ite ise bettere toe takee refugee ine
theeLordeThanetoetrusteineman.e
118:9e Ite ise bettere toe takee ref-
ugee ine theeLordeThane toe truste
ineprinces.e118:10eAllenationse
surroundedeme;eInetheenameeofe
theeLordeIewillesurelyecutetheme
off.e 118:11e Theye surroundede
me,eyes,etheyesurroundedeme;e
InetheenameeofetheeLordeIewille
surelye cute theme off.e 118:12e
Theye surroundede mee likee
bees;eTheyewereeextinguishede
aseaefireeofethorns;eInetheenamee
ofe thee Lorde Ie wille surelye cute
theme off.e 118:13eYoue pushede
meeviolentlyesoethateIewasefall-
ing,eBute theeLordehelpedeme.e
(NASB)

Toviyah  Psalms 118
118:1eSingepraiseeinetheepresenceeofethee
Lord,eforeheeisegood,eforehisegoodnesse
ise forever.e 118:2eLete Israele nowe say,e
“Fore hise goodnesse ise forever.”e 118:3e
LetetheehouseeofeAaronenowesay,e“Fore
hise goodnesse ise forever.”e 118:4e Lete
thoseewhoefearetheeLordenowesay,e“Fore
hisegoodnesseiseforever.”e118:5eOuteofe
distresseIecalledetoeYah,eYaheacceptede
myeprayereineaebroadeplace.e118:6eThee
wordeofetheeLordeisemyehelp,eIewillenote
fear,ewhatewilleaesoneofemanedoetoeme?e
118:7eTheewordeofe theeLorde isehelp-
ingeme,eandeIewillebeholdevengeancee
onemyefoes.e118:8eIteisebetteretoetruste
ine theewordeofe theeLorde thane toe relye
oneaesoneofeman.e118:9eIteisebetteretoe
truste ine theewordeofe theeLordethanetoe
relyeonerulers.e118:10eAlletheeGentilese
havee surroundedeme;e ine theenameeofe
theeworde ofe theeLorde Ie havee putemye
trust,eforeIewilletearethemeapart.e118:11e
Theyehaveeencompassedeme,e indeed,e
surroundede me;e ine thee namee ofe thee
wordeofetheeLordeIehaveeputemyetrust,e
foreIewilletearethemeapart.e118:12eTheye
havee encompassede mee likee hornets;e
theyeburnedelikeefireeinethorns;einethee
nameeofetheewordeofetheeLordeIehavee
putemyetrust,eforeIewilletearethemeapart.e
118:13e Bute youe havee knockede mee
downetoemakeemeefall;eandetheeworde
ofetheeLordehasegivenemeehelp.e(EMC)

Psalmoi  Psalms 118
118:1e e Oe givee thankse untoe thee
LORD;e fore hee ise good:e becausee
hisemercyeenduretheforeever.e118:2ee
LeteIsraelenowesay,ethatehisemercye
endurethe fore ever.e118:3e eLete thee
houseeofeAaronenowesay,e thatehise
mercye endurethe fore ever.e 118:4ee
LetethemenowethatefearetheeLORDe
say,e thate hise mercye endurethe fore
ever.e 118:5e e Ie callede upone thee
LORDeinedistress:etheeLORDean-
sweredeme,eandesetemeeineaelargee
place.e118:6eeTheeLORDeiseonemye
side;eIewillenotefear:ewhatecanemane
doeuntoeme?e118:7eeTheeLORDeta-
kethemyepartewithethemethatehelpe
me:ethereforeeshalleIeseeemyedesiree
uponethemethatehateeme.e118:8eeIte
isebetteretoetrusteinetheeLORDethane
toe pute confidencee ine man.e 118:9ee
Ite ise bettere toe truste ine thee LORDe
thanetoeputeconfidenceeineprinces.e
118:10e e Alle nationse compassede
meeabout:ebuteinetheenameeofethee
LORDewilleIedestroyethem.e118:11ee
Theye compassede mee about;e yea,e
theye compassede mee about:e bute
ine thee namee ofe theeLORDe Iewille
destroyethem.e118:12eeTheyecom-
passede mee aboute likee bees:e theye
areequenchedeasetheefireeofethorns:e
foreinetheenameeofetheeLORDeIewille
destroye them.e 118:13e eThoue haste
thrustesoreeatemeethateIemightefall:e
butetheeLORDehelpedeme.e(LXX)
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Tehillim  Psalms 118
118:14e Thee Lorde ise mye strengthe
ande song,e Ande Hee hase becomee
mye salvation.e 118:15e Thee sounde
ofe joyfule shoutinge ande salvatione
ise ine thee tentse ofe thee righteous;e
Thee righte handeofe theeLordedoese
valiantly.e 118:16e Thee righte hande
ofe theeLorde ise exalted;eThee righte
hande ofe thee Lorde doese valiantly.e
118:17e Ie wille note die,e bute live,e
AndetelleofetheeworkseofetheeLord.e
118:18eTheeLorde hase disciplinede
meeseverely,eButeHeehasenotegiv-
enemeeoveretoedeath.e118:19eOpene
toemeetheegateseoferighteousness;e
Ieshalleenterethroughethem,eIeshalle
givee thankse toe thee Lord.e 118:20e
ThiseisetheegateeofetheeLord;eThee
righteouse wille entere throughe it.e
118:21eIeshallegiveethanksetoeYou,e
foreYoue havee answeredeme,eAnde
Youe havee becomee mye salvation.e
118:22eTheestoneewhichetheebuild-
erserejectedeHasebecomeetheechiefe
cornere stone.e 118:23e Thise ise thee
Lord’se doing;e Ite ise marvelouse ine
oure eyes.e 118:24eThise ise thee daye
whichetheeLordehasemade;eLeteuse
rejoicee ande bee glade ine it.e 118:25e
OeLord,edoesave,eweebeseecheYou;e
OeLord,eweebeseecheYou,edoesende
prosperity!e118:26eBlessedeise thee
oneewhoecomeseinetheenameeofethee
Lord;eWeehaveeblessedeyouefrome
theehouseeofetheeLord.e118:27eThee
Lorde ise God,e ande Hee hase givene
use light;e Binde thee festivale sac-
rificeewithe cordse toe thee hornse ofe
theealtar.e118:28eYoueareemyeGod,e
ande Ie givee thankse toe You;e Youe
areemyeGod,e IeextoleYou.e118:29e
Givee thankse toe thee Lord,e foreHee
isegood;eForeHiselovingkindnesseise
everlasting.e(NASB)

Toviyah  Psalms 118
118:14eMyestrengtheandemyepraiseeareefear-
fule againste alle thee world;e thee Lorde gavee
commande bye hise word,e ande hase becomee
mye redeemer.e118:15eTheesoundeofepraisee
anderedemptioneiseinetheetentseofetheerigh-
teous;etheerightehandeofetheeLordehasedonee
mightily.e118:16eTheerightehandeofetheeLorde
ise exalted;e thee righte handeofe theeLordehase
doneemightily.e118:17e Iewillenotedie,e fore Ie
willelive,eandeIewilletelleofetheedeedseofeGod.e
118:18eTrulyehaseYahepunishedeme,ebutehee
didenotehandemeeoveretoedeath.e118:19eOpene
toemeetheeentranceseofetheecityeoferighteous-
ness;e Iewille entere them,e Iewille praiseeYah.e
118:20eThiseisetheeentranceeofetheesanctuarye
ofetheeLord;etheerighteousewilleenterebyeit.e
118:21eIewillegiveethankseineyourepresence,e
foreyouehavee receivedemyeprayer,e andebe-
comeeforemeeaeredeemer.e118:22eTheechilde
theebuilderseabandonedewaseamongetheesonse
ofeJesse;eandeheewaseworthyetoebeeappointede
kingeanderuler.e118:23e“Thisehasecomeefrome
theepresenceeofe theeLord,”e saide theebuild-
ers;e “ite ise wonderfule beforee us,”e saide thee
sonse ofe Jesse.e 118:24e “Thise daye thee Lorde
hasemade,”esaidetheebuilders;e“leteuserejoicee
andebeeglade ine it,”e saide thee sonseofe Jesse.e
118:25e “Ife ite pleasee you,eOeLord,e redeeme
usenow,”esaidetheebuilders;e“ifeitepleaseeyou,e
Oe Lord,e prospere use now,”e saide Jessee ande
hisewife.e118:26e“Blessedeiseheewhoecomese
inetheenameeofetheewordeofetheeLord,”esaide
theebuilders;e“theyewilleblesseyouefromethee
sanctuaryeofetheeLord,”esaideDavid.e118:27e
“God,e thee Lord,e hase givene use light,”e saide
theetribeseofetheehouseeofeJudah;e“bindethee
child[25]e foreae festale sacrificeewithechainse
untile youe sacrificee him,e ande sprinklee hise
bloodeonetheehornseofetheealtar,”esaideSam-
ueletheeprophet.e118:28e“YoueareemyeGod,e
andeIewillegiveethankseineyourepresence;emye
God,eIewillepraiseeyou,”esaideDavid.e118:29.ee
Samuele answerede ande said,e “Singe praise,e
assemblyeofeIsrael,egiveethankseinetheepres-
encee ofe thee Lord,e fore hee ise good,e fore hise
goodnesseiseeverlasting.”e(EMC)

Psalmoi  Psalms 118
118:14e e Thee LORDe ise mye strengthe
ande song,e ande ise becomeemye salva-
tion.e118:15e eTheevoiceeofe rejoicinge
ande salvatione ise ine thee tabernaclese
ofe thee righteous:e thee righte hande ofe
thee LORDe doethe valiantly.e 118:16ee
Thee righte hande ofe theeLORDe ise ex-
alted:e thee righte hande ofe thee LORDe
doethe valiantly.e 118:17e e Ie shalle note
die,e bute live,e ande declaree theeworkse
ofe thee LORD.e 118:18e e Thee LORDe
hathechastenedemeesore:ebuteheehathe
notegivenemeeovereuntoedeath.e118:19ee
Opene toemee thee gatese ofe righteous-
ness:e Iewillegoe intoe them,eandeIewille
praiseetheeLORD:e118:20eeThisegatee
ofe thee LORD,e intoe whiche thee righ-
teouseshalleenter.e118:21eeIewillepraisee
thee:eforethouehasteheardeme,eandearte
becomee mye salvation.e 118:22e e Thee
stonee whiche thee builderse refusede ise
becomeetheeheadestoneeofetheecorner.e
118:23e e Thise ise thee LORD’se doing;e
ite isemarvellouse ine oure eyes.e 118:24ee
ThiseisetheedayewhichetheeLORDehathe
made;eweewillerejoiceeandebeegladeine
it.e118:25eeSaveenow,eIebeseechethee,e
OeLORD:eOeLORD,eIebeseechethee,e
sendenoweprosperity.e118:26eeBlessede
beeheethatecometheinetheenameeofethee
LORD:eweehaveeblessedeyoueouteofe
theehouseeofetheeLORD.e118:27eeGode
isetheeLORD,ewhichehatheshewedeuse
light:e binde thee sacrificee withe cords,e
evene untoe thee hornse ofe thee altar.e
118:28eeThoueartemyeGod,eandeIewille
praisee thee:e thoueartemyeGod,e Iewille
exalte thee.e 118:29e e Oe givee thankse
untoe theeLORD;e forehee ise good:e fore
hisemercyeenduretheforeever.e(LXX)
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e Inethiseweek’sestudyefromeTehillim / Psalms 118:1-29,etheepsalmeopensesaying,e ִּכeכִּ -טוֹבeiָוiֹ lַeּוֹדוieeeא 
e:ֹדּוPְ—ַehlָֹעוlְe ִּכelֵא/ָ  lְ 118:1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For HisעוPְ—ַehlָֹדּוֹ:eבeee אֹמַ/-נָאeִ שְֹ
lovingkindness is everlasting. 118:2 Oh let Israel say, ‘His lovingkindness is everlasting.’ (NASB)eeTheeAra-
maiceTargumestates,e׃i טובehlעlehא/וelש/א eכדוןeמ/ון  eeבee׃i טובehlעlehא/וeטבehא/וeiוi ehדTeשב—וeeא 
118:1 Sing praise in the presence of the Lord, for he is good, for his goodness is forever. 118:2 Let Israel now 
say, “For his goodness is forever.” (EMC)eeTheepsalmistecallseoutetoetheepeopleetoegiveethankseandeparallelse
thisetoetheegracee(chesed)eofeGodebeingeeternal.eeTheerabbisetranslateetheeChesede(grace)eofeGodeasereferringe
toehisegoodnessebeingeeternal.eeTheegoodnesseofeGodeiseoneeofeGod’seattributes,eiteiseaedescriptioneofewhoeHee
iseatetheecore.eeTheeLordeiseinherentlyegoodeaseitesayseineTehillim / Psalm 34:8 “Taste and see that the LORD 
is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.”eeTheeLordeGodeofeIsraeleisetheefoundationeofegoodnesse
andeofeeverythingethateisegood.eeNoteethatepeopleecanehaveegoodetraitseoredoegoodedeeds,ebutegoodnesseisenote
ineourecharacter;eouregoodnessecomesefrometheeLord.eeTheegoodnesseofeGodeisemadeemanifesteineHisecreation,e
aseweereadeineBereshit / Genesis 1:31 “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good...”eeTheegoodnesse
ofeGodeiseavailableetoeuseregardlesseofeouresituationeinelifeeaseYeshuaestatedeineMatthew 5:45 “...He causes his 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”eeWeealsoereadeine
Tehillim / Psalm 145:9 “The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.”eeTheegoodnesse
ofeGodeprovideseusewitheaeperfectemodeleforeourelives.eeByegettingetoeknowetheeLordeGodeofeIsrael,eweelearne
ofeHisegoodnesseandeweelearnetoerecognizeewhateitemeansetoetrulyebeegoodetoeothers,eeveneoureenemies.eeThee
Lord’segoodnessetoeusecauseseusetoestriveeforeandetoedoegoodethingsetowardseothers.eeKingeDavidesaideineTehil-
lim / Psalms 119:68,  “You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees” (NASB).eeTheeLorde
GodeineheaveneandeHiseMessiaheYeshuaeleadseuseandeteacheseuseaboutegoodnesseandehowetoedoegoodethings.ee
ThisegoodnesseofeGodegiveseuseassuranceeofeHisepurposeeforeoureliveseasebeingegood.eeJusteaseaeparentewantse
goodeforetheirechildren,eoureHeavenlyeFatherewantseonlyegoodethingseforeuseasewell.eeJames 1:17estates,e“Ev-
ery good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows.”eeWeeknowealsoetheeLordedisciplinesethoseewhoeareeHisechildren.eeAseaeresult,e
goodethingsemayenotealwayseshoweupeasehappyeexperiences.eeSometimesegoodecanecomeedisguisedeaseadver-
sityeorehardship,ewhichetheeLordemayeuseeforegood,easeweelearneineRomans 8:28: “And we know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  The 
goodnesseofeGodealsoeofferseforeusesecurityeandeencouragementewereeweedependeuponetheeunchangingegood-
nesseofeGodeineourelives.eeTehillim / Psalm 52:1estates,e“The goodness of God endures continually” (NASB).  
TheseeScriptureserevealetoeusethatetheeLordeGodeisealwaysegoodeandethateHisecharacteredoesenotechange.eeThee
goodnesseofetheeGodeofeIsraeledrawseusetoetheeLordewhereeHisegoodnessetowardseus,ethoseewhomeareehiseande
thoseewhoeareenoteareemeantetoedraweusetoeHim.eeThisewasedemonstratedeatetheehighesteleveleinesendingeHise
SoneYeshuaetheeMessiahetoeleadeuseinetheewayeofesalvation.eeIteisebecauseeofeHisegoodnessethateweeareegivenee
opportunitiesetoeheareHisewordeandetoebelieveeforeeeternalelifeebyebelievingeineYeshuaeaseoureLordeandeSavior.ee
TheegoodnesseofeGodeiseatetheecoreeofeourefaithebecauseeiteisebecauseeofeHisegoodnessethateHeecallseeacheofe
usetoesalvation.eeTheegoodnesseofeGodeleadsetoeHiseblessingeuponeuseinesustainingeuseineHiseprovisionsefore
life,efood,ecrops,edrinke(water),etheehomesethateweeliveein,eandetheeabilityetoehelpeothersebyeoureblessingeande
theeabilitiesetheeLordegivesetoeus.eeTheeoutcomeeofealleofetheseethingseisetoeleadeusetoeshowetheegoodnesseofe
Godetoeotherseeveryeday.eeIneadditionetoethis,etheegoodnesseofeGodealsoedemandsejusticeeandetruth.eeContainede
inetheegoodnesseofeGodeisethiseideaeofegenuineejustice,ewhenetheepunishmenteofetheewickede(aneevileman)eise
extendedebeyondetheetimeeofetheeactualeinvolvementeofetheecommissioneofetheecrime.ee
e TheegoodnesseofeGodeallowseforetheeextensioneoredelayeofepunishmenteforetheepurposeeoferepentance.ee
Trueejusticeecombinedewithegenuineegoodnesseallowseforetheeoneewhoecommittedetheecrimeetoerepent.eeThosee
whoedoenoterepenteandeturnefrometheiresinsewilleatedeatheentereintoeaespiritualestateeofebeingebanishedefrome
theepresenceeofeGod.eeBeingeexposedetoetheepresenceeofeGodeandeofeHiseholiness,erighteousness,egoodness,e
andelove,etoethenebeeseparatedewouldebeeunbearable.eeIteiseaeseparationefromeeverythingethateisepureeandegood,e
everythingethateiserighteandewholesome,eandeeverythingethatemakeseforejoyeandetranquility;eweereallyeareenote
preparedetoeappreciateetheegravityeofesucheaecircumstance.eeThiseisetheepointeofetheegoodnesseofeGodegivinge
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usetheeopportunityetoerepent,etoeturnefromeouresinseandetoeturnetoetheerighteousewayseofeGod.ee
e Theepriesthoodedeclaresetheesameesaying,eiָוiֹ ְe ֵא/ְ ִeנָאeּאֹמְ/ו eeeדe:ֹדּוPְ—ַehlָֹעוlְe ִּכeן/ֹiֲַא-m ֵבeנָאeּאֹמְ/ו eeeג 
 Oh let the house of Aaron say, ‘His lovingkindness is everlasting.’ 118:4 Oh let those 118:3 כִּ lְeעוPְ—ַehlָֹדּוֹ:
who fear the Lord say, ‘His lovingkindness is everlasting.’ (NASB)eeTheeAramaiceTargumestates,eמ/ון  eeג 
-Let the house of Aar 118:3 כדוןeב emאi/ןeא/וlehעehlטוב i׃eeדee  מ/וןeכדוןeד—l אeד iוeiא/וlehעehlטוב i׃
on now say, “For his goodness is forever.” 118:4 Let those who fear the Lord now say, “For his goodness 
is forever.” (EMC)eeTheetextestatesetheelovingkindnesse(Chesed)eofeGodeiseeternal.eeTheerabbisecallethisethee
goodnesseofeGod.eeAecommoneexpressioneamongesomeeChristianseisethateweeareelivingeinetheeageeofegrace.eeIfe
youeaskethemewhatetheyemeanebyetheirestatement,etheyewilleoftenemakeeaereferenceethateweeareelivingeineane
ageewheneGodestillegrantsegraceetoethoseeseekingesalvationethrougheHiseSon.eeLikewise,ethereeareesomeethate
tieethisephraseetoeaetimeeperiodedescribedeasetheechurcheageedevelopedebyetheologiesesucheasedispensation-
alism.eeThisebegsetheequestioneofewhetheretheegraceeofeGodeisetimeespecific?eeIteiseinterestingeaccordingetoe
theePsalm,etheegracee(Chesed)eofeGodeiseeternale(דּוPְ—ַehlָֹעוlְ).eeTheeeternalityeofetheegraceeofeGodebegsethee
questioneofethiseideaeofedispensationalism.eeWeeseeethisegreateattributeeofeGoderevealedeineShemot / Exodus 
34:6-7,eofeHisegreategraciousness.eeTheePsalmeofeDavideremindseuseofethisegreatefact,etheegraceeandemercyeofe
God,eHiselongesuffering,eaboundingeineChesedeandeEmete(truth).eedispensationalismeiseaefalseetheologyeande
leadsemanyefrometheetruthethateGod’semercyewasefromesinceetheebeginningeofecreation.ee
e DavideappealsetoeGod’serevealedecharacterebyecryingeoutetoehimeaseheesaideineTehillim / Psalms 118:5-13, 
iֶאְֶ/אe ִוַאֲנe /ְָבְּעֹזe lִeiָוiֹ ְeeeזe:hָאָדe lִei  eeeiמִן-iַמֵּצַ/Tָeָ/אe mִיָּהeּעָנָנִ eבַמְֶּ/ָ—בeָ הּ:eוiֹ ְeeeוle lִeiָאeֹאִ ָ/אeמiַ-יַּעֲשֶֹ
iָוiֹ ְehֵׁבְּשe ִבָבוּנPְeh ִֹגּו-lָּכeee e:h ִבִּנְדִ בe—ַֹמִבְּטeiָוiֹ ַּבemֹוP—ֲlַeטוֹבeeeטe:hָבָּאָדe—ַֹמִבְּטeiָוiֹ ַּבemֹוP—ֲlַeטוֹבeee—e: ָבְשֹנְא 
:hlַ ִאֲמe ִּכeiָוiֹ ְehֵׁבְּשeh ִוֹצTeׁכְּאֵשeּדֹּעֲכוeh /ִֹכִדְבוe ִבּוּנPַeeeב e:hlַ ִאֲמe ִּכeiָוiֹ ְehֵׁבְּשe ִבָבוּנPְ-hַגe ִבּוּנPַeeeא e:hlַ ִאֲמe ִּכ 
 From my distress I called upon the Lord; The Lord answered me and 118:5  גeeeדָֹּ—eiדְִ— mַנִ lִeנְפelֹּוַ iֹוeiָעֲזָָ/נִ :
set me in a large place. 118:6 The Lord is for me; I will not fear; What can man do to me? 118:7 The Lord 
is for me among those who help me; Therefore I will look with satisfaction on those who hate me. 118:8 It 
is better to take refuge in the Lord Than to trust in man. 118:9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord Than to 
trust in princes. 118:10 All nations surrounded me; In the name of the Lord I will surely cut them off. 118:11 
They surrounded me, yes, they surrounded me; In the name of the Lord I will surely cut them off. 118:12 They 
surrounded me like bees; They were extinguished as a fire of thorns; In the name of the Lord I will surely cut 
them off. 118:13 You pushed me violently so that I was falling, But the Lord helped me. (NASB)eeDavidestatese
thateheecriedeoutetoetheeLordeandetheeLordeansweredehimeandesetehimeineaelargeeplace.eeThisesuggestseaeplacee
ofesecurityefromethoseewhoehateehim.eeTheepsalmistedescribesehiseenemieseasenumerouseasebees,eandeitedoese
notematteretheenumbers,etheeLordeiseableetoedelivereevenefrometheemostevioleteandeviscouseofeenemies.eeThee
AramaiceTargumestates,eאle עדPבeiוi דeמ מ/אeeוeeא׃ilאei eאואm בe mוlצel בTeאilאei e m /TeאmTעeמןeei 
 אד—elמei עבדe leב/eנש׃eeזeeמ מ/אeד iוleiמPעדאe m eואנאeא —מ e ו/ענוmאeבPנא ׃ee—eeטבleמm/—צאeבמ מ/א
 m eון Tאeז/ו—eעממ אelכee eeב/ב/ב א׃eמ /—ץleמןeiוi דeבמ מ/אeצא—/mמleטבeeטeeנש׃e/בבeמ /—ץleמןeiוi ד 
־בשוehמ מ/אeד iוei/— צ emא/וehאmוש נון׃ee אeeאT וןe leאףe—ז/וe m eבשוehמ מ/אeד iוei/— צ emא/וehאmו
m צ —/eiוi דeמ מ/אehבשוeבכוב ןeאmאשeך ieוןTlדeאm  /דבוeאm  /ז בוeך ie leון Tאeeב eeוש ש נון׃mאeש נון 
 Out of distress 118:5 א/וehאmוש נוןeאmוש ש נון׃ee גeeמד— eמד—אeד—  e m em—וב leמ נ elומ מ/אeד iוPei  ענ ׃
I called to Yah, Yah accepted my prayer in a broad place. 118:6 The word of the Lord is my help, I will not 
fear, what will a son of man do to me? 118:7 The word of the Lord is helping me, and I will behold vengeance 
on my foes. 118:8 It is better to trust in the word of the Lord than to rely on a son of man. 118:9 It is better to 
trust in the word of the Lord than to rely on rulers. 118:10 All the Gentiles have surrounded me; in the name 
of the word of the Lord I have put my trust, for I will tear them apart. 118:11 They have encompassed me, 
indeed, surrounded me; in the name of the word of the Lord I have put my trust, for I will tear them apart. 
118:12 They have encompassed me like hornets; they burned like fire in thorns; in the name of the word of 
the Lord I have put my trust, for I will tear them apart. 118:13 But you have knocked me down to make me 
fall; and the word of the Lord has given me help. (EMC)eeTheerabbisedescribeetheewordeofetheeLordeasehelpinge
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deliveretheepsalmistefromevengeance,efromerelyingeuponeman,efromebeingesurroundedebyetheeenemy,efrome
theefire,eandefromebeingetorneapart.eeTheewordeofetheeLordeisepowerful.eeAccordingetoeHebrews 4:12, “the 
word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  The “word of God”eheree
isetheewrittenewordeoretheespokeneWordefrometheeTorah.eeTheeScripturesedescribeetheeWordease“alive”eande
active.eeThiseideaeofetheeWordebeingealiveesuggestseaneinherentepowerethateisefoundewithinetheeWordeofeGod.ee
TheeWordeofeGodeaccomplishesetheepurposeseofeGode(Isaiah 55:11).eeTheeWordeofeGodegoesefortheandeaffectse
theehearteofemaneandethateWordehasetheedesiredeeffectesuchethatetheewilleofeGodeiseaccomplished.eeThiseWorde
thategoesefortheproduceselastingeeffectsewithetheehearteofeaeperson.eeThiseisethenemanifestedeinetheewayeonee
livesehiseoreherelife.eeThiseWordeofeGodeisecapableeofeproducingeaecrope(Matthew 13:1-23)ethateiseaehundrede
fold.eeTheepsalmistestatesethatetheeWordeofeGodeisetoebeetrustedein.eeTheeWordeofeGodegaveeDavidehelp.eeWee
seeetheeWordeofeGodeineactioneinetheepageseofetheeBible.eeWhenePeterespokeetheeWordeofeGod,etheeScripturese
sayethatetheepeoplee “were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we 
do?’”e(Acts 2:37).eeTheepowereinetheeWorderesultedein “many of those who had heard the word believed” 
(Acts 4:4).eeTheeWordeofeGodeisealiveebecauseeitehasebeenegivenefrometheelivingeGode(Hebrews 3:12).eeYeshuae
speakseofethiseaspecteofetheeWordebeingealiveewheneheesaid,e“The words I have spoken to you, they are full 
of the Spirit and life”e(John 6:63).eeOthereaspectseofethiselivingeWordeareethateitesustainsemane(Luke 4:4),eite
bringsefaithe(Romans 10:17),eiteaccomplisheseGod’sewille(2 Timothy 2:9),eitecanebeeslanderede(Titus 2:5),eite
givesespiritualebirthe(1 Peter 1:23),eandeiteabidesewithineGod’sepeoplee(1 John 2:14).eeWeeseeetheepowereofethee
WordeofeGodewheneveresomeoneerepentseandeturnsetoetheewayseofeGodeandeHiseMessiaheforeeternalelife.eeThee
personeofefaithebearsetheetestimonyeofeGodeaseactivelyeworkingeinetheelifeeofeHisepeople.eeTheewordeofeGodeise
activeeinetheeliveseofeGod’sepeople.eeTheePsalmistestatesetheeWordeofeGodeiseaedelight.eeWheneweethinkeupone
theseethings,edoesetheeWordeofeGodeworkepowerfullyeineyourelife?eeIseGod’seWordeaedelighteasetheePsalmiste
states?eeTheeScripturesetodayeareeoftenedownplayedeinefavoreofemanemadeetheologiesewhichedetractefrome
theepowereandeauthorityeofetheeWordeofeGod.eeTheeWordeofeGodeisestillepowerfuleandeveryemuchealive.eThee
ApostleePetereesaideine1 Peter 1:19 “We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, 
and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts”eeNoteehowetheelighteshiningeineaedarkeplaceeisetheeWordeofeGoderaisingeine
ourehearts.ee
e Theepsalmistestates,eמִ ן ְeiָוֹמֵמ/eiָוiֹ ְeמִ ן ְeeeטזe:l ִ—ָei  טוTeeeוe|elִֹ/נeiָּוִ שׁוּעeiָבְּאe lֵiֳָצַדִּ eh Tְִ מִ ןiֹ ְeוeiָעֹשָֹ
e:ּה ָe ֵֹמַעֲשe/ֵּפPֲַוַאei ֶ—ְֶכִּ -אemּאָמוeֹאleeeז e:l ִ—ָei  iֹ ְ 118:14 The Lord is my strength and song, And He hasוeiָעֹשָֹ
become my salvation. 118:15 The sound of joyful shouting and salvation is in the tents of the righteous; The 
right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 118:16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted; The right hand of the 
Lord does valiantly. 118:17 I will not die, but live, And tell of the works of the Lord. 118:18 The Lord has 
disciplined me severely, But He has not given me over to death. 118:19 Open to me the gates of righteous-
ness; I shall enter through them, I shall give thanks to the Lord. (NASB)eeIteiseinterestingehowetheepsalmiste
repeatsetheerightehandeofetheeLordedoesevaliantlyeine118:16eande118:17.eeThiseiseconnectedetoetheejoyfuleshoute
ofeHisepeopleeandetheesalvationethateisefoundeinetheetentseofetheerighteous.eeThisesuggestsetheeLord’seinvolve-
menteinetheeliveseofetheerighteous.eeIneaddition,etheeLordedisciplinesetheeoneseheelovese(118:18)ebutenoticee
howetheeLordedoesenotegiveeuseoveretoedeath,eHisewilleisenotetoekilleus.eeNoteehowetheegodseofetheenationsearee
noteviewedeinethisewayeasebeingemerciful,eloving,eandelongesuffering.eeOureGodedisciplineseandenoteforedeath.ee
TheeAramaiceTargumestatesetheefollowing,ei /במ מe/אמeiוi eעממ אeמאlעelכelעel —דe m—ושבmוe  Tוmeeד  
־וiוT / le lei׃eeטוmelTeeושב—mאeו ו/T/נאeבמשכנiוןeדצד e T מ נאeד iוeiעבדl —emא׃eeטזee מ נאeד iוeiמ/
 ממאe מ נאeד iוeiעבדl —emא׃ee זleeאeא מוemא/וehא — eוא שmע eעובד eאilא׃ee— eeמכPנאeאכPננ ei eוlמוmא
 l 118:14 My strength and my praiseאeמm e/P ׃ee טm ee—וe leמעlנ m/Teאeדצ דTאeאעוelבiוןeאשב—ei eאilא׃
are fearful against all the world; the Lord gave command by his word, and has become my redeemer. 118:15 
The sound of praise and redemption is in the tents of the righteous; the right hand of the Lord has done 
mightily. 118:16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord has done mightily. 118:17 
I will not die, for I will live, and I will tell of the deeds of God. 118:18 Truly has Yah punished me, but he did 
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not hand me over to death. 118:19 Open to me the entrances of the city of righteousness; I will enter them, 
I will praise Yah. (EMC)eeDavidespeakseofetheegateseofetheerighteouseandeenteringethroughetheme(118:19-20)e
whereetheeTargumetranslatesethiseasebeingetheegateseofetheecity.eeTheecityeofetheerighteous,eJerusalem.eeThise
iseconnectedetoegivingethanksebecauseetheeLordeanswerseHisepeople’seprayerse(118:21 I shall give thanks to 
You, for You have answered me, And You have become my salvation. NASB).ee
e IteisewithinethisecontexteweereadeDavidewritingetheefollowing,eכגe:iָּפִּנeׁאֹש/lְeimָ ְiָeh ִבּוֹנiַeּוPֲמָאeאֶבֶןeeeכב   
e:ֹבוei—ְָמ iֹ ְeiוeiָנָגִ eilָוְנִשְֹ  The stone which 118:22 מֵאiֹ ְemֵוeimָ ְiָeiָזּאiִemֹ אeנְִ lָאemבְּעֵ נֵ נוּ:eeכדeeeזiַ-iֶיּוehֹעָשָֹ
the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone. 118:23 This is the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous 
in our eyes. 118:24 This is the day which the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (NASB)  The 
AramaiceTargumestates,eמןeeכגeeטן׃lושוeך lמleiמנאmאleiוזכe ד שeבנ אe ב נemוieא lא/ד כeוT שבeא lטeeכב 
 Tדi ehוieiוemדאeאמ/וeא/ד כl אie אe / שאTeדמנאeאמ/וeבנו eד ש ׃eeכדeeד ןe ומאeעבדi eוeiאמ/וeא/ד כl א
eeד ש ׃e בנוeאמ/וei בe ונ—דe118:22 נדוץ The child the builders abandoned was among the sons of Jesse; 
and he was worthy to be appointed king and ruler. 118:23 “This has come from the presence of the Lord,” 
said the builders; “it is wonderful before us,” said the sons of Jesse. 118:24 “This day the Lord has made,” 
said the builders; “let us rejoice and be glad in it,” said the sons of Jesse. (EMC)eeTheeAramaicetranslatione
iseinterestingesinceetheerabbisetranslateethiseasetheestoneetheebuilderserejectedeiseinereferenceetoetheesoneofe
Jesse.eeYeshuaetheeMessiaheuseseTehillim / Psalms 118:22-23einereferenceetoehimselfeasetheeMessiaheandeofe
theefoundationestone.eeTheecontexteofethisepsalmeisefoundeineMatthew 21:22-46.

Matthew 21:33-46
21:33 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard and put a 
wall around it and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers 
and went on a journey. 21:34 ‘When the harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to the 
vine-growers to receive his produce. 21:35 ‘The vine-growers took his slaves and beat one, 
and killed another, and stoned a third. 21:36 ‘Again he sent another group of slaves larger 
than the first; and they did the same thing to them. 21:37 ‘But afterward he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 21:38 ‘But when the vine-growers saw the son, they 
said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 
21:39 ‘They took him, and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 21:40 ‘Therefore 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?’ 21:41 They 
said to Him, ‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard 
to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons.’ 21:42 Jesus 
said to them, ‘Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, 
This became the chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in 
our eyes’? 21:43 ‘Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. 21:44 ‘And he who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.’ 21:45 When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood that He was speaking about 
them. 21:46 When they sought to seize Him, they feared the people, because they considered 
Him to be a prophet. (NASB)

Yeshuaespeakseofeaeparableeofeaevineyardethatewasegivenetoemenetoetakeecareeofeandetoehonoretheelandownere
whoeseekseforetheeproceedseofetheevineyardeeacheyear.e eTheemenewhoeworkedetheevineyardethoughtetheire
responsibilityetoetheelandownerewasenoteimportant.eeTheyeabusedetheemenewhoewereesentetoetheevineyardetoe
receiveeaeportioneofetheirefruitseofetheevineyard.eeTheeLordeplaceseuseineHisekingdometoeproduceegoodeworkse
andeHeeexpectsetoereceiveethoseethingseforeHiseglory.eeTheseemenewhoewereeputeinechargeeofetheekingdome
wereedoingesoeforetheireowneglory.eeYeshuaesaysetheelandownere(oureFathereineheaven)ewillebringetheseewickede
servantsetoeaewickedeend.eeIteisewithinethisecontextethateYeshuaespeakseofeTehillim / Psalms 119:22-23esaying,e
21:42 Jesus said to them, ‘Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, This 
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became the chief corner stone; This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes’? (NASB)eeHee
saysethatetheekingdomeofeGodewilelbeetakeneawayefrometheseepeopleeandegivenetoeothers.eeTheepointeise21:43 
‘Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing 
the fruit of it. 21:44 ‘And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will 
scatter him like dust.’(NASB)eeThoseewhoefindethemselvesehavingefaitheinetheeGodeofeIsraeleandeHiseMessiah,e
theyewilleproduceetheefruiteofeit.eeYeshuaesaysetheestone,ethisefoundationestoneethatefallseuponeaemanewillebreake
himetoepieces.eeThiseillustratesetheeideaethateweewillebeebrokeneandeourelivesewillechangeeforetheegloryeofeGode
toedoegoodeworkse(Ephesians 2:10).eeThiseiseconsistentewithetheecommentaryeKedushat Levi on Leviticus 
Tazria 5.

Kedushat Levi, Leviticus, Tazria 5
Having said this we can also explain the Mishnah in   Avot 2,1 where Rabbi postulated that the 
proper course for  a man being to be successful is to perform deeds that reflect glory  on those 
who perform it, inasmuch as he is a human being, i.e.  ehאדieeמן. If and when man in spite of 
having been provided with  both a body and a soul, succeeds in sublimating his body to such 
a  degree that it serves almost exclusively his wish to better serve  the Lord and provide Him 
with pleasurable satisfaction, then he  has attained a far higher spiritual rank than the angels 
in heaven.  He has enabled G’d to “brag” about His decision to create man,  and has stilled 
once and for all the opposition in heaven which  had been voiced by some of the angels when 
His intention had  become known. 

This is all parallel to the explanation of psalms 118,23  eבע נוemאl נeא iemזאeim iee‘iemמא, 
“this has originated with Hashem,  it is marvelous in our sight.,” by my revered teacher Rab-
bi Dov  Baer of Meseritch. He zeroed in on the word emזאe in this verse,  understanding it as a 
reference to the female element [as  opposed to the word eiזe in the verse immediately follow-
ing,  Ed.]; We explained earlier that the principal element in  serving G’d is to provide Him 
with pleasurable satisfaction, i.e.  making Him a recipient rather than an initiator, originator. 
 Basically, the role of a recipient is that of woman who, when  compared to man, is always 
viewed as a recipient. We have  already explained repeatedly that this does not make woman 
  “inferior,” as we described the  e/וז—e/או, “the reflective light,”  good deeds performed by 
man in response to G’d having blessed  him with light that he had done nothing to deserve, as 
superior  in moral ethical terms, to even the original light the ,  e/ש e/או. 

e TheerabbisesayetheeproperecourseeofeaemaneisetoeperformedeedsethatereflectetheegloryeofeGod.eeThiseise
synonymousetoebearingetheetestimonyeofeGod.eeTheecommentaryespeakseofesublimatingetheebodyesuchethate
iteservesetheeLord.eeDoingegoodedeedsepleasesetheeLord.eeTheseethingsecauseeusetoeunderstandetheemagnitudee
ofewhoeweeareeasetheecrowneofeHisecreation.eeThiseisesaidetoebeeparalleledetoetheeexplanationeoneTehillim / 
Psalms 118:23.eeTheecommentaryestates, “as we described the  e/וז—e/או, “the reflective light,”  good deeds 
performed by man in response to G’d having blessed  him with light...”ewhereelighteiseparalleledetoerighteous-
nesseinetheeScriptures.eeThiseiseparalleledetoetheefruitseofetheespirit,eandetheefruitethateiseproducedeofewhomethee
landownereseeksefromeus.eeOureFathereineheaveneseeksetheseethings,eHeeseekseforeusetoebeareHisetestimoniese
foreHiseglory.
e TheePsalmeconcludesesaying,eiָוiֹ ְehֵׁבְּשeבָּאiַeְבָּ/וּךeeeכוe:נָּאei—ָ lְִצiַeiָוiֹ ְeאָנָּאeנָּאeiָוֹשִׁ עieiָוiֹ ְeאָנָּאeeeiכ 
־בֵַּ/כְנוּכehֶמִבֵּ iֹ ְemוe:iָכזeeeאiֹ ְe|elֵוeiָוַיָּאֶ/lָeנוeּאPְִ/וּ-ַ—גeבַּעֲבeh mִֹעַדTַeְ/נוiַemֹמִּזְבֵַּ—:eכ—eeeאe lִֵאַתeiָּוְאוֹדֶךeָּאֱלe iַֹאֲ/וֹ
 O Lord, do save, we beseech You; O Lord, we beseech 118:25 מְמֶךָּ:eכטieeeוֹדוiֹ lַeּוeiָכִּ -טוֹבeכִּ lְeעוPְ—ַehlָֹדּוֹ:
You, do send prosperity! 118:26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; We have blessed you 
from the house of the Lord. 118:27 The Lord is God, and He has given us light; Bind the festival sacrifice 
with cords to the horns of the altar. 118:28 You are my God, and I give thanks to You; You are my God, I 
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extol You. 118:29 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting. (NASB)  
TheeAramaiceTargumestates,eאמ/וeכדוןe—lאצeiוi eמ נךeבבעוeא lא/ד כeאמ/וeכדוןeTו/ eiוi eמ נךeבבעוeeiכ 
   ש eואנi mm׃eeכוeeב/ ךeדאe mבשוehמ מ/אeד iוeiאמ/וeא/ד כe l ב/כוןm eכוןeמןeב emמTדשאeד iוeiאמ/eדוד׃
 כזeeאilאi eוeiאנle/iנאeאמ/וeשבט אeדב i emודeiכ  mוeטl אleנ כemP—גאeבשושlווןeעדeד Tme/בונ eiוmדון
 אדמ eiבT/נemמדב—אeאמ/eשמואelנב  א׃eeכ—eeאe ilאemואוד TeדמךTeומךeאe ilאשב— נךeאמ/eדוד׃eeכטeeמm ב
 If it please you, O“ 118:25 שמואelואמ/eשב—וeכנ שmאeד ש/אelאודוTeדi ehוeiא/וehטבeא/וlehעehlטוב i׃
Lord, redeem us now,” said the builders; “if it please you, O Lord, prosper us now,” said Jesse and his wife. 
118:26 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the word of the Lord,” said the builders; “they will bless 
you from the sanctuary of the Lord,” said David. 118:27 “God, the Lord, has given us light,” said the tribes 
of the house of Judah; “bind the child[25] for a festal sacrifice with chains until you sacrifice him, and 
sprinkle his blood on the horns of the altar,” said Samuel the prophet. 118:28 “You are my God, and I will 
give thanks in your presence; my God, I will praise you,” said David. 118:29.  Samuel answered and said, 
“Sing praise, assembly of Israel, give thanks in the presence of the Lord, for he is good, for his goodness 
is everlasting.” (EMC)eeAlleofetheseethingsebringeaepowerfulecontexteforeYeshuaetheeMessiaheandeforeusease
Hisepeople.eeTheeperspectiveeofeGodeforeHisepeopleeiseforeusetoeliveeobedientetoetheecommand.eeThiseappearse
toebeetheedefinitioneofetheerighteousewayeofeGod.eeTheeTorahedefinesetheerighteousnesseofeGod’sechildren.ee
BasedeuponetheeToraheandetheeApostoliceWritings,eYeshua’sewordseHimselfeemphasizeetheecommandseaseane
importanteparteofewalkingeinetheespirit.eeTheecommandseareemoreethaneaesuggestionebuteareevitallyeimportante
inetheelifeeofeaebeliever.eeWeeareecalledetoebeegenerous,eloving,eandeshowingemercyetoeall.eeThiseisetheeWayeofe
God.eeYeshuaetaughteusetoewalkeineGod’seWays.eeLet’sePray!

Rabbinic Commentary

e TheeRabbiniceCommentarye(Midrash)eoneTehillim / Psalms 118 hase22eparts.eeReadingethroughetheeMid-
rasheweewillebeelookingeateParte2,e3,e10,e11,eande13.eeLet’sebeginebyeoutliningeMidrash Tehillim Chapter 118, 
Parts 2, 3, 10, 11, and 13.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 118, Part 2, 3, 10, 11, and 13

Part 2
• TheeMidrashe introducese theePsalmewithe the l —mמie/ד בוe(DibureHamathil)esaying,e“In another 

comment, the verse is read Say unto the righteous, that it will be well with him; for they will eat the 
fruit of their doings (Isaiah 3:10), You find that the blessing bears fruit, and that the curse does not 
bear fruit, as is said Woe unto the wicked.”  

• The אm— m e(Petihta)etheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashestates,e“It will be ill with him; for the 
work of his hands will be done to him (Isaiah 3:11).”  

• The lמשe(mashal)e“the parable,”egoeseonetoeexplainetheeאm— m e(Petihta),etheerabbisespeakeofethee
blessingseandetheecurses.

• The lנמשe(Nimshal)e“expansion on the parable” expandseuponetheelמשe(mashal),ewitheaediscussione
onetheemercyeofetheeLordetowardsetheerighteous.

• TheeConcludingephraseesays,e“O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures 
forever.  Hence, Say unto the Righteous that He is good.”

Part 3
• TheeMidrashe introducese theePsalmewithe the l —mמie/ד בוe(DibureHamathil)esaying,e“In another 

comment, the verse is read, Avow the Lord, for He is good.” 
• The אm— m e(Petihta)etheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashestates,e“Elsewhere, Scripture says, 
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And in the day you will say, I will avow You, O Lord (Isaiah 12:1).”  
• The lמשe(mashal)e“the parable,”egoeseonetoeexplainetheeאm— m e(Petihta),etheerabbisereferetoethee

inabilityeforetheepeopleeofeIsraeletoerepayetheeLord
• The lנמשe(Nimshal)e“expansion on the parable” expandseuponetheelמשe(mashal),ewithediscussione

onetheeonlyewayetoerepayetheeLordeforewhateHeehasedoneeisebyemakingeaneavowaletoebeeHisepeople.
• TheeConcludingephraseesays,e“Hence, O avow the Lord, for He is good.  He who avows Him, takes 

good unto himself, as is said, Take with you words, and return unto the Lord, and so ake good (Hosea 
14:3).”

Part 10
• TheeMidrasheintroducesetheePsalmewithethe l —mמie/ד בוe(DibureHamathil)esaying,e“The Lord is for 

me as my Helper (Tehillim / Psalms 118:7).” 
• The אm— m e(Petihta)etheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashestates,e“By what parable is this verse 

explained?  By the parable of two men who came to the judge’s bench, fearing his judgment.”  
• The lמשe(mashal)e“the parable,”egoeseonetoeexplainetheeאm— m e(Petihta),etheerabbisespeakeofenote

fearingetheejudgmenteofeGod.
• The lנמשe(Nimshal)e“expansion on the parable” expandseuponetheelמשe(mashal),ewithediscussione

onetheeLordebeingeinetheemidsteofetheepeople,etheeLordebeingeoneeofeoureownecountryman.e
• TheeConcludingephraseesays,e“And they will say further, Do you not know Him?  He is your brother, 

for He said, For My brethren and companions’ sake (Tehillim / Psalms 122:8).  He is even more; He 
is your Fahter, Is not He your Father that has gotten you? (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:6).”

Part 11
• TheeMidrasheintroducesetheePsalmewithethe l —mמie/ד בוe(DibureHamathil)esaying,e“It is better to 

take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man (Tehillim / Psalms 118:8).” 
• The אm— m e(Petihta)etheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashestates,e“Five leading personages, 

Noach, Shem, Ever, Asshur, and Abraham arose in the world.”  
• The lמשe(mashal)e“the parable,”egoeseonetoeexplainetheeאm— m e(Petihta),etheerabbisespeakeofetrust-

ingeinetheeLordeandeprovideefiveeexampleseofetheeliveseofemenewhoetrustedeinetheeLord.
• The lנמשe(Nimshal)e“expansion on the parable” expandseuponetheelמשe(mashal),ewithediscussione

on AbrahamewhoedidenotefollowingeinetheewayseofehisefathereandemotherebutetrustedeinetheepromiseseofeGod.
• TheeConcludingephraseesays,e“Now Sarai was the daughter of Haran as is said, And Abram and 

Nahor took them wives, The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, 
the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah (Bereshit / Genesis 11:29) Iscah 
being another name for Sarah out of whom the whole world was peopled.”

Part 13
• TheeMidrasheintroducesetheePsalmewithethe l —mמie/ד בוe(DibureHamathil)esaying,e“Another inter-

pretation, All nations compassed me about (Tehillim / Psalms 118:10) that is Gog and Magog will 
assemble all the nations and bring them to ascend against Jerusalem, and in that hour the children 
of Israel will be afraid, but the Holy One blessed be He, will say to them, Fear not, as it is said, Fear 
not, you worm Jacob (Isaiah 41:14), for Gog and Magog will be crushed to dust.  Hence it is said, 
But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them (Tehillim / Psalms 118:10).” 

• The אm— m e(Petihta)etheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashestates,e“They compassed me about, 
yes, they compassed me about (Tehillim / Psalms 118:11) that is, Gog and Magog will lay hold of the 
tribe of Judah and bind it, intending to make every man in Judah serve his foes.”  

• The lמשe(mashal)e“the parable,”egoeseonetoeexplainetheeאm— m e(Petihta),etheerabbisespeakeofethee
nationsesurroundingeIsrael.
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• The lנמשe(Nimshal)e“expansion on the parable” expandseuponetheelמשe(mashal),etheerabbisespeake

ofenoefearingetheenationsebecauseetheeLordewilledestroyethemeveryeeasily.
• TheeConcludingephraseesays,e“They compassed me about, yes, they compassed me about (Tehillim / 

Psalms 118:11) that is, Gog and Magog will lay hold of the tribe of Judah and bind it, intending to 
make every man in Judah serve his foes.”

e MidrasheTehillime118,eParte2eopensewithetheeDibureHamathile(l —mמie/ד בו)esaying,e“In another com-
ment, the verse is read Say unto the righteous, that it will be well with him; for they will eat the fruit of their 
doings (Isaiah 3:10), You find that the blessing bears fruit, and that the curse does not bear fruit, as is said 
Woe unto the wicked.”eeTheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashestates,e“It will be ill with him; for the work 
of his hands will be done to him (Isaiah 3:11).”eeNoteehoweineTehillim / Psalms 1:6eweeread,e1:6 For the 
LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will perish. (NASB)  In Tehillim / Psalms 
1 Weereadeaboutetheecouncileofetheeungodly,eandetheeungodlyewillenotebeestandingeatetheedayeofejudgment.ee
Theereasonebeingetheeworkeofetheirehandsewillebeedoneeuntoethem.eeNoteetheeparalleletoeYeshua’sewordseine
Matthewe7einerelationetoewhateyouedoeuntoethemeyouehaveedoneeuntoemee(food,edrink,eclothing,eetc).eeThee
wickededoeunrighteousethingsetoeotherseandethisewillebeevisitedeuntoethemselveseinethiselifeeoreinetheeworldetoe
come.eeTheerighteousehoweverewillestandeatetheejudgment.eeTheeentireemidrashestatesetheefollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק קיח סימן ב
 / e כ]eטובe כeT צדeאמ/וe/—אe/דבeeב 
iב/כi eמוצא eimא e.[וlאכ ehi llמע 
iעוש eiא נ eillTi elאב e,mו/  eiעוש 
lגמו e כ eע/ eשע/l e או e/שנאמ e,mו/   
א נו e / כ e,(א eג ei שע ) eוl eiעש eד ו  
illTi eשא ן e,ד ו elגמו e כ eאlא e,/אומ 
כ  eT צד eאמ/ו e/—א e/דב e.mו/  eiעוש 
טוב, e כ ehlעו elש eוT צדl eאמ/ו e.טוב 
 במeiשiואeעושleiכe,hאemמוצאeב/אש
lוכe,iב״Tie נ leבד ןeעומד ןelכieiשנi 
hו וe,בד ןeזכ נוeאנוeh /אומeiואומeiאומ 
lש/א emא eiמזכ eiב״Tiו eבא eh /כ  וi 
iזiehב וe כe/שנאמe,hi mעוונוle—lוPו 
  כ /eעl כeh(ו T/אe וle),eועד  ןeא ןeאנו
mוכוPi eש—ג eוכ ון e,בד ן eiזכ e מ eh ודע  
ומPlT ן e,ןi ובlוl eן lנוט elש/א e, eבא 
 lצד Tוeשelעוe,hlו ודע ןeש ש/אelזוכ ן
טוב e כ e׳il eודוi e,h /אומ ehi eiמ e,בד ן 
 כ leעוP—ehlדו,ieו eאומ/eאמ/וeצד eTכ 

 טוב.

Midrash Tehillim 118, Part 2
2.  In another comment, the verse is read Say unto the righteous, 
that it will be well with him; for they will eat the fruit of their do-
ings (Isaiah 3:10), You find that the blessing bears fruit, and that 
the curse does not bear fruit, as is said Woe unto the wicked.  It 
will be ill with him; for the work of his hands will be done to him 
(Isaiah 3:11).  Note that the verse does not say, fruit of his hands, 
but work of his hands, because the curse does not bear fruit.  In 
another comment, the verse is read, Say unto the Righteous that 
He is good, that is, say unto the Righteous One of the universe 
that He is good in whatever He does for you.  You find that on 
New Years Day everyone is summoned to judgment before the 
Holy One blessed be He, and every people of the earth claims, In 
the judgment we have been found righteous.  Even when the Day 
of Atonement comes, and the Holy One blessed be He, acquits the 
people of Israel and forgives them their iniquities, as is said For 
on this day will atonement be made for you to cleanse you that 
you may be clean from all your sins (Vayikra / Leviticus 16:30), 
we still cannot know who were found righteous in the judgment.  
When the Feast of Tabernacles comes, however, the people of 
Israel take their palm branches and praise the Righteous One of 
the universe, and it is then that we know that only the people of 
Israel were found righteous in the judgment.  And what do they 
say?  O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy 
endures forever.  Hence, Say unto the Righteous that He is good.

e Theerabbisespeakeofetheeblessingseandetheecurses.eeIteiseinterestingehowetheyemakeetheirecommentseupone
theseethingsesaying,e“You find that the blessing bears fruit, and that the curse does not bear fruit, as is said 
Woe unto the wicked.  It will be ill with him; for the work of his hands will be done to him (Isaiah 3:11).  
Note that the verse does not say, fruit of his hands, but work of his hands, because the curse does not bear 
fruit.”eeTheewayetheyespeakeofetheeblessingebearingefruiteandetheecurseenotebearingefruit,ethiseiseveryeimportante
becauseeitespeaksetoewhateisewritteneinetheeApostoliceWritingseineregardseourebearingegoodefruiteorenotebearinge
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fruiteateall.eeNoteewhateisewritteneinetheeApostoliceWritingseineregardetoebearingegoodefruit.

Matthew 7:15-20
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorn-bushes, or 
figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad 
fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. (ESV)

John 15:16
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may 
give it to you. (ESV)

Galatians 5:22-26
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gen-
tleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also 
walk by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
(ESV)

YeshuaesaysethatefalseeprophetsecomeetoeconsumeeGod’sepeopleeandetheesigneofehealthyepeopleeisedemon-
stratedebyetheekindeofefruitetheyeproduce.eeNoticeehoweYeshuaesaysethateHeehasechoseneusetoegoeandebeare
fruitemeaningethateweeareetoeproduceeworkseoferighteousness.eeThoseewhometheeLordechooseseareeappointede
toeproduceegoodefruit.eeThoseewhoeareenotetheeLordsedoenoteproduceegoodefruit.eeTheeApostleePauledefinese
whategoodefruiteisebyelistingethoseethingsethateareetheefruiteofetheespirite(love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control).eeTheerabbiseparallelethisetoetheeblessingseandetheecursesethate
areelistedeinetheeToraheandewhateMosheesummarizeseineDevarim / Deuteronomy 11:24-28.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 11:24-28
11:24 ‘Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours; your border will be 
from the wilderness to Lebanon, and from the river, the river Euphrates, as far as the western 
sea. 11:25 ‘No man will be able to stand before you; the Lord your God will lay the dread of 
you and the fear of you on all the land on which you set foot, as He has spoken to you. 11:26 
‘See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 11:27 the blessing, if you listen to 
the commandments of the Lord your God, which I am commanding you today; 11:28 and the 
curse, if you do not listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the 
way which I am commanding you today, by following other gods which you have not known.  
(NASB)

HereeMosheedescribeseGod’sepeopleeasenoemanebeingeableetoestandebeforeeusebecauseetheeLordeisewitheHise
people.eeTheneheegiveseaewarning,eofeaeblessingeandeaecurse,ewheneoneelistenseandeobeysetheecommands,esuche
aepersoneiseparalleledetoeproducingegoodefruiteandetheeblessingeofeGodeiseonehiselife.eeTheewickedeonetheeothere
handedoenoteproduceegoodefruiteandeareesynonymousetoetheecurse.eeNoticeehowenotelisteningeandeapplyingeoure
liveseobeyetheecommandseiseparalleledetoetheeoneewhoeturnseasideefrometheewayeoferighteousnessetheeLord.ee
ThiseisesynonymousetoefollowingeafteretheewayseofetheenationseandedoingegreateevileinetheeeyeseofetheeLord.ee
Theerabbisecontinueesayingetheefollowing:

In another comment, the verse is read, Say unto the Righteous that He is good, that is, say 
unto the Righteous One of the universe that He is good in whatever He does for you.  You 
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find that on New Years Day everyone is summoned to judgment before the Holy One blessed 
be He, and every people of the earth claims, In the judgment we have been found righteous.  
Even when the Day of Atonement comes, and the Holy One blessed be He, acquits the people 
of Israel and forgives them their iniquities, as is said For on this day will atonement be made 
for you to cleanse you that you may be clean from all your sins (Vayikra / Leviticus 16:30), 
we still cannot know who were found righteous in the judgment. (Midrash Tehillim 118, Part 
2)

TheemidrashespeakseofeNeweYearsedayease thisepertainse toeYomeKippureandestandingebeforee theeLordeone
judgmenteday.eeTheerabbisespeakeofetheerighteousebeingeacquittedeofetheiresinseandeforgiven.eeThoseewhoearee
righteouseseeketheerighteousnesseofeGodeinetheirelives.eeTheepointeisethateweedoenoteseekerighteousnesseande
forgivenesseoneedayeaeyear.eeWeeareecalledetoeseekeHiserighteousnessealletheedayseofeourelives.eeThiseisefounde
ineseekingetoefolloweinetheefootstepseoneYeshuaeGod’seMessiah.eeThiseseekingeGod’serighteousnesseisenoteae
selferighteousnessebuteaehumbleewayeofewalkingeineGod’sewayseofejusticeeandetruth.eeTheeGreekewordeusede
fore“fruit” is “karpos”eandeiterefersetoetheefruiteofevineseoretrees.eeInetheeTanacheitecanereferetoeone’sechildrene
whicheareeborneofeaefamily.eeTheefruitseofetheeflesheareeevidenteinemosteofetheeworld,eamongethoseewhoearee
notesaved.eeTheefruitseofetheeflesheincludee“sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,  envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 
these”e(Galatians 5:19-21).eeYeshuaesaide“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and 
I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing”e(John 15:5).eeTheekeyehereeise
thateapartefromeabidingeinetheevine,eweecannoteproduceeanythingeateallewhicheisewhyeHeesaide“Abide in me, 
and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in me”e(John 15:4).eeYouewillenevereseeeaebrancheproducingeanyefruiteunlesseit’seattachedetoethee
vineeoretree,etheesourceeofenourishment.eeThiseisewhyeiteisesoeimportantetoebelieveeineYeshuaeaseoureMessiah.ee
WheneweedoethiseeoureFathereineheaveneplaceseineoureheartsetheedesireetoeliveeforeHimeandeourelivesechange,e
weetrulyeandedeeplyedesireetoeliveeforeHim.eeWeeseeketheewayeofelifeeandenotetheewayseofedeath.eeThiseisewhoe
weeareeaseGod’sepeople,ehumblingeourselves,estudyingeGod’seWord,eandelivingeoureliveseaseYeshuaelivedeine
HiseservingetheeLordeoureFathereineheaven.eeTheerabbisesayethateweecanenoweknowewhoewillebeefounderigh-
teouseinetheejudgment.eeWheneitecomesetoesomeoneeelse,eweecannoteknow,ehowever,ewheneitecomesetoeeacheofe
useindividually,eweecaneknoweifeweeareelivingeourelivesetheewayeoureFatherewantseusetoeandekeepingeourefaithe
ineHiseMessiaheYeshua,eweecanebeeassuredeofeoureplaceeinetheeworldetoecome.
e MidrasheTehillime118,eParte2econcludesesaying,e“When the Feast of Tabernacles comes, however, the 
people of Israel take their palm branches and praise the Righteous One of the universe, and it is then that 
we know that only the people of Israel were found righteous in the judgment.  And what do they say?  O give 
thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever.  Hence, Say unto the Righteous that 
He is good.”eeTheefeasteofeTabernacleseparallelsetheeLordedwellingeineouremidsteaseHeedideforeIsraelesoemanye
yearseago.eeTheeconclusioneofetheemidrashesayingethoseewhoepraiseetheeLordewithepalmebrancheseduringethee
feasteofeTabernacleseasetheeonlyerighteouseoneseiserelatedetoetheseepeopleewhoechooseetoefollowingetheeLorde
GodeofeIsraeleandeHisewayseincludingeHiseappointedetimese(Moedim).eeThiseisesynonymousetoe“listening 
to the commandments of the Lord your God”eandetheeoneehowehumblesehiselifeetoebeeobedientetoetheeWorde
ofetheeLord.eeRemember,ethiseisewhyetheeauthoreofeHebrewseineHebrews 4:12-14estatesetheewordeofeGodeise
powerfuletoedivideetheesouleandespiriteeflesheandebone,ebecauseetheewordediscernsetheehearteandewhethereonee
willehumbleehimselfetoeobeyeGod,eandedemonstratesetheekindeofeloveeoneehaseforetheeLord.eeTheseeareethosee
whoeseekefirstetheekingdomeofeGode(Matthew 6:33).eeWeeareetoeseeketheethingseofeGodeaseaepriorityeoverethee
thingseofetheeworld.eeYeshuaespokeeofeseekingetheesalvationethateiseinherenteinetheekingdomeofeGodebecauseeite
iseofegreaterevalueethanealletheeworld’seriches.eeWeeareecalledetoetakeecareetoedoetheeworkeofetheeLord,eseekinge
Hisesalvation,elivingeineobedienceetoeHim,eandesharingetheegoodenewseofetheekingdomewitheothers.eeWeeaske
ourselves:e“Where do I primarily spend my energies? Is all my time and money spent on goods and activities 
that will perish, or in the services of God, the results of which live on for eternity?”eeYeshuaetaughtethesee
principleseandetheseeareealsoetheeprinciplesethateareebeingetaughtetoeuseinetheeToraheandetheemidrash.
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e MidrasheTehillime118,eParte3eopensewithetheeDibureHamathile(l —mמie/ד בו)esaying,e“In another com-
ment, the verse is read, Avow the Lord, for He is good.”eeTheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashestates,e
“Elsewhere, Scripture says, And in the day you will say, I will avow You, O Lord (Isaiah 12:1).”  What 
doeseitemeanetoe“avow”etheeLord?eeTheewordehodue(ודוi)emeansetoe“give thanks”euntoetheeLord.eeToeavowe
someone means “assert or confess openly”esomething.eeTheePsalmestates,esaying,e ִּכeכִּ -טוֹבeiָוiֹ lַeּוֹדוieeeא 
ee:ֹדּוPְ—ַehlָֹעוlְ 118:1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting. (NASB)  
TheemidrashespeakseofeavowingeoreconfessingetoetheeLordeopenlyeofeHisegloryeandeallethateHeehasedoneefore
us.eTheeentireemidrashestatesetheefollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק קיח סימן ג
־גeeדב/eא—/ieודוile׳eכ eטוב.eזiוeשאמ/ieכ
 mובeואמ/emב וiiehואeאודךie׳e( שע ei בeא),
i  ודieאlאeiב״Tileמוlש שeiמelש/א leא ן 
 בlבדeעelכelטובeiשעושeiעמe,hiשנאמ/ie׳
 אe ilאeimא/וממךeאודeiשמךeכ eעש l emא
i  ודiieדודeiש/אeכ וןe,(אeiכeוi שע ehש) 
אומ/ eואi eוכן e,טוב e כ e׳il eודוi e/אמ e,iטוב 
[h—ו/ eועוזבeiומוד]e— lצ eאleשע ו eiPמכ 
il׳ e שע e lע eiאוד e/ואומ e,(ג e—כ e lמש) 
mנשאeimואe m ודiשel בשבe,(ieבleh lim) 
 עוןe—טאeilPe m(שehשleh limeh״ב),eוכןieוא
 אומ/eטובileודוilem׳e(שeh limehצבeב),leכך
 iודוile׳eכ eטוב,eכelמ eשiואeמודlei נ וieוא
—Tו]eוגו׳eh /דבehעמכeו—Te/שנאמe,טובe—Tוl 

טוב]e(iושעe דeג).

Midrash Tehillim 118, Part 3
3.  In another comment, the verse is read, Avow the Lord, for 
He is good.  Elsewhere, Scripture says, And in the day you 
will say, I will avow You, O Lord (Isaiah 12:1).  The children 
of Israel have no other way of repaying the Holy One bless-
ed be He, for all the wonderful things He does for them, 
except by avowing Him, as is said, O Lord, You are my God, 
I will exalt things (Isaiah 25:1).  When David saw what a 
good thing is the avowal of God, he said, O avow the Lord, 
for He is good.  Thus, Scripture says also, He that covers 
his transgressions will not prosper; but whoso avows and 
forsakes them will obtain mercy (Tehillim / Psalms 28:13).  
And again, I make avowal of it, You forgive always the in-
iquity of my sin.  Scripture says again It is a good thing to 
avow the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 92:2).  Hence, O avow the 
Lord, for He is good.  He who avows Him, takes good unto 
himself, as is said, Take with you words, and return unto the 
Lord, and so make good (Hosea 14:3).

e Iteiseinterestingetoereadetheemidrashestatee“The children of Israel have no other way of repaying the Holy 
One blessed be He, for all the wonderful things He does for them, except by avowing Him, as is said, O Lord, 
You are my God, I will exalt things (Isaiah 25:1).”eeThiseiseaesignificantestatementebecauseeiteparallelsethee
Christianeinterpretatione“Salvation is a gift given by grace and cannot be earned by our obedience.”  The 
basiseforethiseiseaccordingetoetheeapostleePauletoetheeEphesians,e“For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast”e(Ephesians 
2:8-9).eeTheeauthoreofeHebrewsewarnsethateiteisepossibleetoe“neglect so great a salvation”e(Hebrews 2:3)e
ifeweedoenotepayeattentionetoewhateweehaveeheardeasetheeauthorestates,e“For this reason we must pay much 
closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.”e(Hebrews 2:1).eeTheeauthore
ofetheebookeofeHebrewsewarnseuseofespiritualedrift.eeThiseleadseusetoetheeideaethateweeneedetoebeezealousetoe
followeGod’sewayeofelife.eeThiseincludesewhateYeshuaetaughtetheericheyoungeruleresaying,e“If you want to 
enter into life, keep the commandments”e(Matthew 19:17).eeTheepointeisetheeonlyewayetoebeehappyeisetoebee
likeeGod,ewhichetheeLordedesignedethrougheHiselaws.eeTheereasonebeing,eweeareetoehumbleeourselveseande
ourelivesetoebeeobedientetoeHiseWord.eeWheneweedoeso,elivingeinerighteousness,eholiness,ejustice,eandetruth,etoe
obeyeGod’seWordeiseforeouregoodeandeforetheegoodeofethoseearoundeus.eeWeemusterecognizeethateGod’seTorahe
iseaseimportanteforeuseaseitewaserequiredeforeYeshuaetoedieeoneourebehalf.eeThiseleadseusetoechooseetoestriveetoe
avoidesineineourelives.eeThiseiseconsistentewithewhateisewritteneinetheemidrashewhichestates,e“Thus, Scripture 
says also, He that covers his transgressions will not prosper; but whoso avows and forsakes them will obtain 
mercy (Tehillim / Psalms 28:13).  And again, I make avowal of it, You forgive always the iniquity of my sin.  
Scripture says again It is a good thing to avow the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 92:2).”eeTheeLordecoverseoure
transgressions,eforgiveseouresins,eandealleweecanedoeisegiveeHimethankseandecontinueeinetheefaithelivingeoure
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liveseforeHiseglory.eeObedienceetoeGod’s “perfect law of liberty”e(James 1:25)eshouldebeeourenaturaleresponsee
toeYeshua’sesacrificeeandegifteofeforgivenesseofeouresins.eeNotee“this should be our natural response to Yeshua 
and our Father in heaven.”eeMidrasheTehillime118,eParte3econcludesesaying,e“Hence, O avow the Lord, for 
He is good.  He who avows Him, takes good unto himself, as is said, Take with you words, and return unto 
the Lord, and so make good (Hosea 14:3).”eeHosea’sewordseleadeusetoeTeshuvah,etoeturneourelivesefromesine
andetoeturnetowardsetheewayeofetheeLord.ee
e MidrasheTehillime118,eParte10eopensewithetheeDibureHamathile(l —mמie/ד בו)esaying,e“The Lord is for 
me as my Helper (Tehillim / Psalms 118:7).”eeTheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashestates,e“By what 
parable is this verse explained?  By the parable of two men who came to the judge’s bench, fearing his judg-
ment.” eTheeentireemidrashestatesetheefollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק קיח סימן י
ie׳e leבעוז/ .eמשlelמieiדב/eדומleiבנ  e  
 אדehשiןeבא ןleדוןeאצelב מe,iוiןeמm  /א ן
 מןieד ן,eאמ/וeאmel /אוeמןieד ןeאlאmeע זו
l נ  eבד ן eעמודl eד ן mע elש/א eכך e,hבבכl 
m/שie אכlומe,ד ןieמןeא ן/  mמeןiוeiב״Ti 
־אמ/וehileאmmel /אוeמןieד ן,eא ןeאehmמכ 
iבנ eואi e/שנאמ e,ואi ehע /כ eבן e,וmאו eן / 
 ע / eוגlוe m שe—l( שע eiמei ג),eושבוeואמ/ו
h / מכ ehmא eא ן e,ד ןi eמן eאו/ mm elא ehil 
hע elש/א e בנl e/שנאמ e,ואi ehובכ/T eוmאו 
 T/ובוe(Teh limמ—e ד)e[ושבוeואמ/וehileא ן
 אehmמכ / ehאוmו]eא— כiehוא,eשנאמ/leמען
־א— eו/ע e(שTeh limehכבe—),eו וe/mמכןeאב 
כiehוא,lieאieואeאב ךTeנךe(דב/ lehבeו).

Midrash Tehillim 118, Part 10
10.  The Lord is for me as my Helper (Tehillim / Psalms 
118:7).  By what parable is this verse explained?  By the 
parable of two men who came to the judge’s bench, fear-
ing his judgment.  They were told, Fear not the judgment.  
Strengthen your hearts.  Just so, the people of Israel will be 
summoned to judgment before the Holy One blessed be He, 
fearing His judgment.  But the ministering angels will say, 
Fear not the judgment.  Do you not know Him?  He is your 
townsman, as is said, He will build My city, and he will let 
My exiles go free (Isaiah 45:13).  And they will also say, 
Fear not the judgment.  Do you not know Him?  He is your 
kinsman, as is said, The children of Israel, a people that are 
His kin (Tehillim / Psalms 148:14).  And they will say fur-
ther, Do you not know Him?  He is your brother, for He said, 
For My brethren and companions’ sake (Tehillim / Psalms 
122:8).  He is even more; He is your Father, Is not He your 
Father that has gotten you? (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:6).

e Theerabbisespeakeofefearingetheejudge.eeToe“Fear of the Lord”egenerallyerefersespecificallyetoeaesenseeofe
respect,eawe,eandesubmissionetoetheeLord.eeFeareinetheegeneralesenseeasefearingeGodesuggestseaneapprehensione
ofeDivineepunishment.eeTheeJewishephilosophereandeTorahescholareMaimonidesespokeeofetheefeareofetheeLorde
asetheefeelingeofehumaneinsignificanceethateisecoupledetoetheecontemplationeofeGod’segreateandewonderfule
actionseforeHisepeople.eeTheefirstementioneofetheefeareofeGodeinetheeHebreweBibleeiseineBereshit / Genesis 
22:12,ewhereeAbrahameisecommendedeforeputtingehisetrusteinetheeLord.eeHavingetheefeareofeGodeisemosteof-
teneconsideredetoebeeaepositiveesigneofespiritualegrowtheandetoetheepossibilityeofebeingeliftedeupeandeusedeine
theesameewayetheegreatemeneofefaithewereeusedeofeGodeinetheeScriptures.eeWeeareehumblyeawareeofetheeLorde
possiblyeusingeuseforeHisegreatnessetoeleademanyetoefreedomeandefaitheineHaShemeandeHiseMessiaheYeshua.ee
e Theemidrasheproceedsewitheaeparableeofetwoemenewhoecameetoetheejudge’sebenchefearingetheejudgment.ee
Theyewereetold,edoenotefearetheejudgmentewithetheeparalleletoeIsraelebeingesummonedebeforeetheeLordeandethee
angelsesayingenotetoefearetheeLord.eeTheyesay,e“He is your townsman, as is said, He will build My city, and 
he will let My exiles go free (Isaiah 45:13).  And they will also say, Fear not the judgment.  Do you not know 
Him?  He is your kinsman, as is said, The children of Israel, a people that are His kin (Tehillim / Psalms 
148:14).”eeTheeideaeisetheeLordedwellseinetheemidsteofeHisepeopleeinesucheaewayethateheebecomeseaefriend,e
someoneenotetoebeefearedebutetoebeerespectedeandeloved.eeShemot / Exodus 2:25estates,e2:25 So God looked 
on the Israelites and was concerned about them. (NIV)eeThiseremindseuseofetheebasiseforetheecreationeande
preservationeofeGod’sepeople,eandeofetheeresponsibilitiesewhicheaccompanyetheeprivilegeeofebeingeaeparteofe
Hisepeople.eeWeedoehaveeresponsibilitieseasetheechildreneofeGod.eeTheeLordeGodeofeIsraeleseteaparteaespeciale
peopleeasetheeobjecteofeHiseblessings,eandeasetheeinstrumentethroughewhichetheseeblessingsewouldebeepourede
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outeonetheenationse(Bereshit / Genesis 12:1-3).eIteiseinethisewayeweeareetoedemonstrateeGod’secharacteretoeoth-
ers.eeWeeareetoebeeholy,easeHeeiseholy,eandegraciouseaseHeeisegracious.eeWeeareetoecareeforetheewidows,eorphanse
andestrangers,easeaemanifestationeofeHisecareeforetheedefenseless.eeTheeLordeGod’sepowereisedemonstratede
througheHisecareeandeprotectioneofeHisepeople.eeTheseethingseareeunderstoodeaseaeGodewhoeliveseineouremidst,e
whoeiseknowneaseaefriend,eandeaseoneewhoeisenotetoebeefeared.eeWeedoenotefearetheeLordebecauseeofeHisemercye
andeloveetowardseus.eeThankeyoueLordeforeyouregreatemercyeandeloveetowardseus.
e MidrasheTehillime118,eParte10econcludesesaying,e“And they will say further, Do you not know Him?  He 
is your brother, for He said, For My brethren and companions’ sake (Tehillim / Psalms 122:8).  He is even 
more; He is your Fahter, Is not He your Father that has gotten you? (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:6).”  The 
midrasheconcludesewithetheeideaethatetheeLordeiseourefriendeandeevenemayebeecalledeourebrother.eeThisebringse
theecontexteofebeingeableetoetalketoetheeLordeaseaefriendeandediscusseoureproblemseasewitheaebrother.eeThise
demonstratesetheekindeoferelationshipeweehaveewitheoureGod.
e MidrasheTehillime118,eParte11eopensewithetheeDibureHamathile(l —mמie/ד בו)esaying,e“It is better to take 
refuge in the Lord than to trust in man (Tehillim / Psalms 118:8).”eeTheehomileticeintroductionetoetheemidrashe
states,e“Five leading personages, Noach, Shem, Ever, Asshur, and Abraham arose in the world.”eeTheeentiree
midrashestatesetheefollowing:
e TheerabbiseopenetheirecommentaryefrometheePsalmeonetrustingeinetheeLorderatherethaneman.eeThereearee
eightereasonsewhyeiteisebetteretoetrusteinetheeLordethaneineman.

Eight Reasons to Trust in the Lord

1. TheeLordeGodeofeIsraeledoesenotechange,ebutemeneareesubjectetoechangeedueetoe
theireexperienceeandesituations

2.e TheeLordeGodeofeIsraeledoesenotelie,ebutemeneareegivenetoelying.

3.e TheeLordeGodeofeIsraeledoesenotefail,ebutemenefaileforeaevarietyeofereasons.

4.e TheeLordeGodeofeIsraeleisefaithful;emeneonetheeotherehandeareenotefaithful.

5. TheeLordeisetheefinishereofeourefaith,etheeauthoreofeHebrewse(12:2)estatesethate
YeshuaetheeMessiaheisetheeauthoreandefinishereofeourefaith.

6.e TheeLordeGodeofeIsraeleiseomniscienteandemaneisefiniteeandelimitedeinehiseun-
derstanding.

7.e TheeLordedoesenoteforgeteHisepromises.eeManeonetheeotherehandedoeseforgete
hisepromises.

8. TheeLordeGodeofeIsraelewilleneverebetrayeoureconfidence.

Inethiseworldeweeallegetebeateupeineoneemannereoreanothereinetheewalkeofelife.eeAseaeresult,esometimeseitebe-
comeseveryedifficultetoetrusteineothersebyetheewayeweehaveebeenehurt.eeWatchingetheedailyenewseisejusteonee
tragicestoryeaftereanother.eeRandomeandesenselessecrime,eshootingseinehomes,ecourthouses,egroceryestores,e
andeeveneineourehigheschools,edemonstrateetheeincreaseeinetragedyeoureneedetoerelyeuponeoneewhoeisetrust-
worthy,etrue,eandeprovideseaesolidefoundation.eeTheeLordeGodeofeIsraeleandeHiseMessiaheYeshuaeprovidesefore
usethisesenseeofehavingesomeoneetoerelyeuponebecauseetheeLordedoesenoteforgetehisepromises.eeTheeApostlee
Paulespeakseaboutetheseetraitseine2 Timothy 3:1,eandeconcludesethatealleofetheseethingsewilleoccureinetheelaste
days.e
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אי ןמיס חיק קרפ םילהת שרדמ

־בדieשמ—e.[hדאבe—וטבמe׳iבmeוel—Pבוט]eeא 
/ he eודמע lh,eועב e/ושאe/בעheשe—נ ih,e/באו
h,e/כeעטנוeדמעeאlאie״בeiTדובעelד  eiTאel—נ
e נאeךא ei/מאe/ושאh,eמצעmeאeונ מטei/בעוheש
eץ/אeiןמe/מאנשe,וelךilוeוheill עש/eiן בe/ד
iiאוe אצeושא/e(שא/ב me e א),eבא/iheדצTmוe
i,e״בmeiTאe— נמe נ אe/מאlh,eועmelדמוע eףאו
iT״בielאeiו— נ,eמאנש/eנא ei׳eשא/eiאצוm ךe
e׳iבmeוel—Pבוטe,(זeוטme שא/בheש)he דשכe/ואמ
e,ו באe /בדleעeאel—טובei ieאlשhe,eדאבe—וטבמ
eטlמנe נאוTe דצei ie באe/מוel,וב/e /בדleעeאlו
leשeוlזמieא/m,eוlזמבieאו/e׳ m/—eiוe,וTmדצב
i/ןeשiאוe e,ף/שנ ־ועleiכשihe/באleשeוlזמו
lheמmמlאeונממ,eנכנPוeכleiומואmeצאleבא/ihe
ie״בleiTשelihe/מאmi,eאe מleשeוelו/מאeונ בא
h,e משבש eד מ eוiוlטנ eוiוכ lשiו lmךוe eןשבכ
iשא,eוlאe /דeומעelאeע /eוlאeף/שeוlאeמlךא,e
e/שאe(ך liא)e׳ei נאe/מאנשe,ומצעבie״בeiTאlא
iאצוm ךeואמ/eדשכ he(שא/ב meוטeז),ei/ןei ie
lובe —lוTe i ieו e—טוב leע e /בד e,ו בא eוPנכנ leכ
iומואmeצאlו,eו/מאelוeשleמ eאmi,eמא/eבl־
e/מואe,טlמנשeו m א/heאe, נממleודגihe/באeובב
e, נאihe/באleשe נא heכlשe נאe/מואeואhelאו
ihe/באleשelihe/מאihe/באeטlמנשeןו כe, נא
eאel,שאeiןשבכeךוelmוiוכ lשiוeוiוlטנeד מe, נא
iP  Tel /דeדעeשiמ mוeiשא,eוiשl וכeiמlךאe
l נ eו בא,eמאנש/e eו באem/—e נ leעeן/meiמ ו
meוlזמבieאו/m/—e  iei ieוe,(—כeא me שא/ב)
־iשihe/באleשeוlזמוe,ף/שנeאוiשeן/leiשeוlזמ
eואh,e שנאeiןמheאeעדו eונ אוeונממeאlמmנlheוע
T—e וe/מאנשe,ן/leiשeוmבei mie /שוh,e שנeiןמ
e׳וגוe /שhe/באmeשאheשhe שנelihe/ו—נוhe/בא
eא me שא/בheש)ieכe P באוieכlמe באeן/meiב
i.eנממlheועleiכeאlמmנוi,e/שeא ieiכP וe(טכ

Midrash Tehillim 118, Part 11
11.  It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man 
(Tehillim / Psalms 118:8).  Five leading personages, Noach, 
Shem, Ever, Asshur, and Abraham arose in the world.  Noach was 
not overly concerned about worship of the Holy One blessed be 
He, but set himself to the business of planting a vineyard.  Shem 
and Ever withdrew from the world.  Asshur said, How will I live 
among these wicked men?  And he exiled himself, as is said, out 
of that land went forth Asshur (Bereshit / Genesis 10:11).  As for 
Abraham, whose righteousness endures forever (Tehillim / Psalms 
112:9), he said, I will not leave the Holy One blessed be He.  And 
indeed, the Holy One blessed be He, did not leave him, as is said, 
I am the Lord that brought you out of the fire of the Chaldees 
(Bereshit / Genesis 15:7).  It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
than to trust in man.  Abraham had no trust either in the words 
of his father or in the words of his mother.  For Terah, who was a 
star-gazer, saw in the star of Haran that the whole world was to be 
peopled out of Haran, and saw in the star of Abraham that Abra-
ham was to be cast into the fire.  Men of all the nations came into 
the house of our father Abraham and asked him, With whom do 
you belong?  And he answered, With the Holy One blessed be He, 
that is in heaven.  At once they seized him and cast him into the 
fiery furnace.  And therein went down with him neither watch an-
gel, or seraph, or any angel, but the Holy One Himself blessed be 
He, as is said I am the Lord that brought you out of the fire of the 
Chaldees (Bereshit / Genesis 15:7).  As for Haran, his heart was 
divided, but he had trust in the words of his father.  And so when 
men of all the nations came into his house and asked him, With 
whom do you belong?  He said in his heart, Abraham is greater 
than I.  If I see him saved, I will say, I belong with Abraham; and 
if he is not saved, I will say, I belong with you.  After Abraham 
was saved, he said to them, I belong with Abraham.  At once they 
seized him and cast him into the fiery furnace, and even as he went 
down, the fire slew him, and an angel flung him into the presence 
of his father, as is said, And Haran was dead in the presence of his 
father Terah (Bereshit / Genesis 11:28).  Thus Terah saw rightly in 
the stars, the star of Haran foretold that the world was to be peo-
pled out of Haran, and the star of Abraham foretold that Abraham 
was to be cast into the fire; but Terah did not know from the stars 
whether the world was to be peopled out of the male line or out of 
the female line.  Now Sarai was the daughter of Haran as is said, 
And Abram and Nahor took them wives, The name of Abram’s wife 
was Sarai; and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter 
of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah (Bereshit / 
Genesis 11:29) Iscah being another name for Sarah out of whom 
the whole world was peopled.

e Thingsesucheasebeingebrutal,ewithouteself-control,eandehavingenoefaitheoreformeofegodliness.eeThiseex-
plainsesomeeofetheereallyebizarreecrimesethateweeareeseeingetodayewithetheerandometypeeshootingsethatearee
occurringeineoureschoolseandeotherepubliceplaces.eeNoematterehowebadlyeweehaveebeenebeateneupeineourepast,e
theeoneethingethateweecannotehaveeaffectedeiseoureabilityetoetrusteineoureLordeandeSavioreYeshuaetheeMessiahe
andeoureFathereineheaven.eeIebelieveethatefaitheandetrustegoehandeinehand,eandethiseisetheereasonewhyeweeshoulde
alwaysebeeaskingetheeLordetoeincreaseeourefaith.eeDavid’sequestioneineTehillim / Psalm 118:6eintroduceseae
commonefeareinemostebelievers,etheefeareofeman.eeThiseisewhyetheemidrashestates:e



19

— Tehillim / Psalms 118 | — Teh l ime/ P —

Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry

Five leading personages, Noach, Shem, Ever, Asshur, and Abraham arose in the world.  No-
ach was not overly concerned about worship of the Holy One blessed be He, but set himself 
to the business of planting a vineyard.  Shem and Ever withdrew from the world.  Asshur said, 
How will I live among these wicked men?  And he exiled himself, as is said, out of that land 
went forth Asshur (Bereshit / Genesis 10:11).  As for Abraham, whose righteousness endures 
forever (Tehillim / Psalms 112:9), he said, I will not leave the Holy One blessed be He.  And 
indeed, the Holy One blessed be He, did not leave him, as is said, I am the Lord that brought 
you out of the fire of the Chaldees (Bereshit / Genesis 15:7).  It is better to take refuge in the 
Lord than to trust in man. (Midrash Tehillim 118, Part 11)

TheemidrashespeakseofetheseefiveemeneleavingetheirepreviouseabodeeofetrustingeinetheeLord.eeNoahewasenote
concernedewitheworshipingetheeHolyeOneeblessedebeeHe.eeTheeideaeofeworshipeisefoundeinetheecontexteofe
whateoneedoes,ehoweoneelivesehiselife.eeThiseiseillustratedefrometheerabbisecommentseandetheeexampleeofethee
vineyard.eeTheerabbisesayebotheShem,eEver,eandeAsshurewithdrewefrometheeworld.eeTheereasonetheyewithdrewe
wasebecauseeofetheewickednesseofethoseewhoelivedearoundehim.eeTheemidrashestatesethateonlyeAbrahamewhosee
deedseenduredeforever,ebecauseeheehadewhollyetrustedeinetheeLordeGodeofeIsrael.eeTheereasonebeingeisethee
rabbisesayethateAbrahamehadenoetrusteinetheewordseofehisefathereoremother.eeTheemidrasheaddsetheecontext,e
“For Terah, who was a star-gazer, saw in the star of Haran that the whole world was to be peopled out of 
Haran, and saw in the star of Abraham that Abraham was to be cast into the fire.”eeThisewouldegiveereasone
foreAbrahametoeleaveeTeraeandeHaran,ebuteweeknowetheereasoneAbrahameleftewasebecauseeHeehadetrustede
inetheeLordeGodeofeIsraeleandeHisepromises.eeTheemeneofeHaranewouldehaveecasteAbrahameintoetheefurnacee
becauseeofehisefaith.eeThiseisetheekindeofeattitudeethateweeencounterewhenevereweespeakeofeourefaithetoethosee
whoeareeinetheeworld.eeTheemidrashestates,e“And therein went down with him neither watch angel, or seraph, 
or any angel, but the Holy One Himself blessed be He, as is said I am the Lord that brought you out of the 
fire of the Chaldees (Bereshit / Genesis 15:7).”eeTheeideaeisetheeLordedidenotesendesomeoneeelseetoedelivere
Abraham,eheewenteHimselfeandebroughtehimeouteofetheefire.eeThiseiseconsistentewithetheeTorahecontexteofethee
LordegoingebeforeeHisepeopleeandewitheHisepeopleedwellingeinetheiremidst.eeTheemidrashecontinuesewithethee
storyeofeTeraeandeHaran,ewhereeHaraneisekilledeinetheefire,eandeTeraeusedeastrologyetoeseeetheefutureewhichehee
couldenotedo,eandedidenoteknowewhetheretheeworldewasetoebeepopulatedefrometheemaleeorefemaleeline.eeMid-
rasheTehillime118,eParte11econcludesesaying,,e“Now Sarai was the daughter of Haran as is said, And Abram 
and Nahor took them wives, The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the 
daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah (Bereshit / Genesis 11:29) Iscah being an-
other name for Sarah out of whom the whole world was peopled.”eeThiseideaeofepopulatingetheeentireeworlde
fromeAbrameoreSaraieiseaneinterestingeconcept.eeThisespeaksealleofetheeworldebeingetheechildreneofeAbrahame
andewouldebeeconsideredetheerighteouseseedeofeAbraham.eeTheerabbiseseeetheeLordeGodeofeIsraeledesiringefore
alleofetheeworldetoefolloweinetheewayseofeAbraham,eaegodlyemaneofefaith,eoneewhoetrustedewhollyeinetheeLord.ee
ThiseleadseusetoetheeideaeofetheeLordedesiringeforetheeworldetoeobeyeHiseTorah.eeThiseisewhatetheepropheteIsaiahe
saweinehisevisioneofetheelastedays.

Isaiah 2:1-4
2:1 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2:2 Now 
it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the Lord Will be estab-
lished as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations 
will stream to it. 2:3 And many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His 
ways And that we may walk in His paths.’ For the law will go forth from Zion And the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. 2:4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render 
decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will 
they learn war. (NASB)
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ThiseideaeofealletoeworldegoingebeforeetheeLord,etoetheelandeofeIsrael,etoetheetempleemountetoestudyeGod’seworde
andeapplyeitetoelife,ewhereethereewillebeenoemoreewar,ethiseisewhatetheeLordedesireseandeisetheewayeinewhiche
weeshouldeseeketoeliveebeforeetheeLord,etoedailyeapplyeHisewordetoeourelives.
e MidrasheTehillime118,eParte13eopensewithetheeDibureHamathile(l —mמie/ד בו)esaying,e“Another inter-
pretation, All nations compassed me about (Tehillim / Psalms 118:10) that is Gog and Magog will assemble 
all the nations and bring them to ascend against Jerusalem, and in that hour the children of Israel will be 
afraid...”e eTheehomiletice introductione toe theemidrashestates,e“They compassed me about, yes, they com-
passed me about (Tehillim / Psalms 118:11) that is, Gog and Magog will lay hold of the tribe of Judah and 
bind it, intending to make every man in Judah serve his foes.”eeTheeentireemidrashestatesetheefollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק קיח סימן יג
־ גeeדב/eא—/eכelגו Pehבבונ .eשiואeעm דleכ
lו ש/א e,h lוש/ l ehmוlעilו emאומוi elכ ePנו 
lא ehil e/אומ eiב״Tiו e,iשע eimבאו eא ן/  mמ 
i שע ) eבTע emעlוme א/ melאe/שנאמe,או/ m 
נאמ/ eכךl e,h וכ/ eאliו eiש/ i elוכ e,(ד eמא 
 בשieh׳eכ eאמ Pe.hlבונ eגPehבבונ .eשiואeעm ד
וכPבו e,וmאו e/וPאlו eiודi elש eשבטו eוש ml־
 / lehמPו/eכelא—דeוא—דleשונא ehשlו,eו אמ/ו
  בואוeא— נוeו שlטוeבנו,eואel שlטוeבנוeשונא נו,
,(ieב ei /זכ)ehבlבeiודi e  וlאeואמ/וe/שנאמ 
,hi נ leןi שונאel  ומeh Pנehileiעושeiב״Tiו 
וגו׳ eiודi e  וlא emאeh אשeואii ehב ו e/שנאמ 
 (שehשehזכ/ ei ״בeו),eוliאe /וכ le,hכךeנאמ/
־כ eאמ Pe.hlבונ eכדבו/ e.hמieiדבו/ieiזוeמכ
lכ ePכנ l eiב״Ti eד mע eכך e,i lבעl eדבש emPנ 
iנie/שנאמe,h lוש/ lehmוlעilוehlעוiemאומו 
  וehבאile׳eו—וeTlשllךeבT/בךe(שehזכ/ ei ד
Tו eכאש eדועכו el״m e,ממש ehiב eש ש elכו e(־א
 צ e,hמשlelמlךeשנכנPוeעl וeגנב e,hוiei iמlך
hi eמ ד ehi lע eעומד e אנ ehא eךlמi e/אמ e,—T  
אlאe ודע e,m/m—במ eב ד נו emמצא eiמ eh /אומ 
 אנ eשiןeעm ד ןleבאeשlשei עמ e,hואנ eעומד
 עehi lוiו/גן,eכךieמlךeזTieiב״ie,iגנב ehאlו
lא eh גוi elכ e[mא] e m Pוא e/שנאמ e,mאומוi 
m/m—מi e,(ב eד ei /זכ ehש) eiמ—lמl eh lוש/  
 זieiע /e /ושe,h lשנאמ/eונlכדieiע /eונשPו
h נשiוe,iב זieiזe,(״ד ei /זכehשehש)eh mבi 
 mשכבנei(שehשehזכ/ ei ״ד)eאlוieע/ וe,mו צא
,i שבieזוe,(״ד ei /זכehשehש)eilבגוe/ עie צ— 
־וTiב״ei וצאeונeh—lעמe,hiשנאמ/eו צאie׳eונ
iב״Tiוe,(גe״ד ei /זכehשehש)ehiieh בגוeh—l 
i מגi ei im emוזא e/שנאמ e,i מג ehiב e—lמש 
 אש/e גוףie׳eאemכielעמ eh(שehשehזכ/ ei ״ד
כ  e/נאמ eכךl e,h וכ/ eאliו eiש/ i elוכ e,(ב  

.hl אמ 

Midrash Tehillim 118, Part 13
13.eeAnothereinterpretation,eAllenationsecompassedemeeaboute(Tehillime
/ePsalmse118:10)ethateiseGogeandeMagogewilleassembleealletheenationse
andebringethemetoeascendeagainsteJerusalem,eandeinethatehouretheechil-
dreneofe Israelewille bee afraid,e bute theeHolyeOneeblessedebeeHe,ewille
sayetoethem,eFearenot,easeiteisesaid,eFearenot,eyouewormeJacobe(Isaiahe
41:14),eforeGogeandeMagogewillebeecrushedetoedust.eeHenceeiteisesaid,e
Bute ine theenameeofe theeLordeIewilledestroye theme(Tehillime/ePsalmse
118:10).eeTheyecompassedemeeabout,eyes,etheyecompassedemeeaboute
(Tehillime/ePsalmse118:11)ethateis,eGogeandeMagogewillelayeholdeofethee
tribeeofeJudaheandebindeit,eintendingetoemakeeeveryemaneineJudaheservee
hisefoes.eeButetheemeneofeJudahewillesay,eOhethateourebrothersewoulde
comeeanderuleeovereus,esoethateourefoesewillenotehaveedominioneovere
us,easeisesaid,eAndetheechiefseofeJudahewillesayeinetheirehearte(Zechariahe
12:5).eeStrengtheneforemyesakeetheeinhabitantseofeJerusalem.eeAndethee
HolyeOneeblessedebeeHe,ewilledoemiracleseforethem,eforeHeewillecausee
theire foese toebeedevouredebeforee them,ease ise said,e Ine thatedayewille Ie
makeetheechiefseofeJudahelikeeaetorcheofefireeamongesheaves;eandetheye
willedevourealletheepeopleseroundeaboute(Zechariahe12:6),euntiletheire
foese aree consumede toe ashes.e eHencee theePsalme says,e Iewille destroye
them.eeTheyecompassedemeeaboutelikeebeese(Tehillime/ePsalmse118:12).ee
Justeaseaebeeegathersehoneyeforeheremasters,esoetheeHolyeOneeblessede
beeHe,ewillegatherealle theenationseandebringe theme toeascendeagainste
Jerusalem,ease ise said,eBehold,e theedayeofe theeLordecomes,eandeyoure
spilewillebeedividedeinetheemidsteofeyoue(Zechariahe14:1).eeLesteitebee
thoughtethatetheenationsewillehaveeforceeenougheforetheireattacketoebee
felt,etheePsalmesays,eTheyeareequenchedeasetheefireeofethornse(Tehillime
/ePsalmse118:12).eeAeparableeofeaekingeintoewhoseehouseecameesomee
thieves.eeNowetheekingewasewise.eeSoetheekingesaid,eIfeIeseteuponetheme
ateonce,etheyewillesay,eDoeyouefindeineourehandseanyeofetheepropertyeofe
theeplaceeweehaveebrokeneinto?eeButeIeknowethatetheyewillecomeethreee
times,eandetheethirdetimeeIewilleseteuponethemeandeslayethem.eeTheekinge
isetheeHolyeOneeblessedebeeHe.eeTheethieveseareetheehostileenations,ease
isesaid,eForeIewillegathereallenationseagainsteJerusalemetoebattlee(Zech-
ariahe14:2).eeTheeplaceethateisebrokeneintoeisetheecityeofeJerusalem,ease
isesaid,eAndetheecityewillebeetaken,eandetheehouseserifled,ebrokeneintoe
forespoil.eeAndetheewomanewillebeemadeetoelieedown,etheewomenewille
beeravished.eeAndehalfeofetheecityewillegoefortheintoeexileeintoecaptivity.ee
ButetheeHolyeOneeblessedebeeHe,ewillegoefortheandefighteagainstethee
hostileenations,easeisesaideThenewilletheeLordegoeforth,eandefighteagainste
thoseenations.eeAndetheeHolyeOneeblessedebeeHe,ewillesendeaeplaguee
uponethem,easeisesaid,eAndethisewillebeetheeplagueewherewithetheeLorde
willestrikeealletheepeoplesethatehaveewarredeagainsteJerusaleme(Zecha-
riahe14:2),euntiletheyeareeconsumedetoedust.eeHence,etheePsalmesays,eIe
willedestroyethem.
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e TheerabbiseopenetheirecommentaryeusingeGogeandeMagogeasestrikingefeareinetheepeopleeofeIsrael.eSurvey-
ingetheeScriptureseoneGogeandeMagoge(eוּמָגוֹגeגּוֹג)einetheeHebreweBible,etheseetwoemayebeeindividuals,epeo-
ples,eorelands;eaeprophesiedeenemyenationeofeGod’sepeopleeaccordingetoetheeBookeofeEzekiele(38:15; 39:3-9),e
andeoneeofetheenationseaccordingetoeGenesise(Bereshit / Genesis 10:2)edescendedefromeJaphethesoneofeNoah.ee
NoteesomethingehereeinetheeMidrash,etheeGogeprophecyeisemeantetoebeefulfilledeatetheeapproacheofewhateise
calledethee“end of days”,ebutenotenecessarilyetheeendeofetheeworld.eeJewisheeschatologyeviewseGogeandeMa-
gogeaseenemiesetoebeedefeatedebyetheeMessiah,ewhichewilleushereinetheeageeofetheeMessiah.eeChristianity’se
interpretationeisemoreeapocalypticemakingeGogeandeMagogeallieseofeSataneagainsteGodeatetheeendeofetheeage,e
aseweereadeinetheeBookeofeRevelation.eeGogeandeMagogeareereferencedeineEzekiel 38-39eandeineRevelation 
20:7-8.eeNoteethatetheseetwoeinstancesecarryetheesameenames,etheeScriptureserevealetheyedoenotenecessarilye
referetoetheesameepeopleeandeevents.eeIneEzekiel’seprophecy,eGogewillebeetheeleadereofeaegreatearmyethateat-
tacksetheelandeofeIsrael.eeGogeisedescribedease“of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal” 
(Ezekiel 38:2-3).eeBasedeuponetheeChristianeinterpretation,eEzekiel’sebattleeofeGogeandeMagogeoccurseinethee
tribulationeperiod,einetheefirste3e1/2eyears.eeTheeinterpretationefollowsefromeEzekiel 38:3 and 38:11)ewhene
theeattackeoccurseduringeaetimeeofepeace.eeeEzekieleprovidesetheedescriptioneofeaenationethatelaidedowneitsede-
fenses.eeTheeideaeisethateIsraelewillebeeatepeaceeandeisewhyetheeinterpretationeisebelievedetoebeeinetheefirste3e1/2e
yeareperiod.eeTheeideaeisethateatethisepointetheewarewillebegin.eeGogewillebeedefeatedebyeGodeHimselfeonethee
mountainseofeIsrael.eTheeslaughterewillebeesoegreateitewilletakeesevenemonthsetoeburyealleofetheedeade(Ezekiel 
39:11-12).eeBasedeuponethisecontext,elet’selookeatewhatetheeRabbisehaveetoesayeineMidrasheTehillime118,eParte
13.eeTheeopeningephraseestates,e“ Another interpretation, All nations compassed me about (Tehillim / Psalms 
118:10) that is Gog and Magog will assemble all the nations and bring them to ascend against Jerusalem, 
and in that hour the children of Israel will be afraid, but the Holy One blessed be He, will say to them, Fear 
not, as it is said, Fear not, you worm Jacob (Isaiah 41:14), for Gog and Magog will be crushed to dust.  
Hence it is said, But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them (Tehillim / Psalms 118:10).”eeTheemidrashice
interpretationehasetheeGogeandeMagogeassemblingealleofetheenationseagainsteIsrael.eeThisesoundseaseifethiseise
aereferenceetoeaneeschatologicaleevente(endeofeage).eeTheerabbisebelieveetheseenationsewilleenslaveeJudahetoe
serveehiseenemies.eeTheeLordeGodeAlmightyeperformedemiracleseinetheepasteleadingetoetheeexpectationeofeHise
futureehelp.eeTheemidrasheuseseaeparableetoeillustrateetheesituation.

A parable of a king into whose house came some thieves.  Now the king was wise.  So the king 
said, If I set upon them at once, they will say, Do you find in our hands any of the property 
of the place we have broken into?  But I know that they will come three times, and the third 
time I will set upon them and slay them.  The king is the Holy One blessed be He.  The thieves 
are the hostile nations, as is said, For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle 
(Zechariah 14:2).  The place that is broken into is the city of Jerusalem, as is said, And the 
city will be taken, and the houses rifled, broken into for spoil.  And the woman will be made 
to lie down, the women will be ravished.  And half of the city will go forth into exile into cap-
tivity.  But the Holy One blessed be He, will go forth and fight against the hostile nations, as 
is said Then will the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations.  And the Holy One blessed 
be He, will send a plague upon them, as is said, And this will be the plague wherewith the 
Lord will strike all the peoples that have warred against Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:2), until 
they are consumed to dust.  Hence, the Psalm says, I will destroy them. (Midrash Tehillim 
118, Part 13)

NoteehowetheenationsecomeeinetoeJerusalemetoestealewhateisenotetheirs,e theyecomeeinetoerapeewomeneande
fighteagainsteGod’sepeople.eeTheemidrashesaysetheeHolyeOneeblessedebeeHeewillefighteforeHisepeople,ethoughe
halfeofetheepeopleeinetheecityewillegoeintoeexile.eeTheyesayethatetheeLordewillesendetheeplagueeuponeallethosee
whoewarredeagainsteJerusalem,etoetheepointeofeconsumingethemetoedusteinefulfillmenteofetheePsalm,etheeLorde
willedestroyethem.eeMidrasheTehillime118,eParte13econcludesesaying,e“They compassed me about, yes, they 
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compassed me about (Tehillim / Psalms 118:11) that is, Gog and Magog will lay hold of the tribe of Judah 
and bind it, intending to make every man in Judah serve his foes.”eeTheeintentioneofetheeenemyeisetoeplacee
useintoebondage.eeTheeLordedesiresetoeseteusefreeeandewilleworkemiracleseineoureliveseforethatepurpose.eeFore
aelittleecontexteonetheemidrashelet’selookeatewhateYeshuaetaughteonetheemounteofeoliveseaccordingetoeJohne
chaptere8.eeYeshuaewentetoetheemounteofeoliveseandesatedowneandetheepeopleegatheredearoundehim.eeHeesaide
theefollowing:

John 8:37-47
8:37 ‘I know that you are Abraham’s descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word 
has no place in you. 8:38 ‘I speak the things which I have seen with My Father; therefore 
you also do the things which you heard from your father.’ 8:39 They answered and said to 
Him, ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you are Abraham’s children, do the 
deeds of Abraham. 8:40 ‘But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the 
truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do. 8:41 ‘You are doing the deeds of 
your father.’ They said to Him, ‘We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.’ 
8:42 Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth 
and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 
8:43 ‘Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 
8:44 ‘You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in 
him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies. 8:45 ‘But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me. 8:46 ‘Which one of you 
convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? 8:47 ‘He who is of God hears 
the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.’ (NASB)

TheewayeYeshuaedescribesetheepeople,etheyewantetoekillehimeinetheewayetheenationseseeketoekilleGod’sepeoplee
accordingetoetheemidrash.eeYeshuaesaysethatetheseepeopleedoenoteunderstand,etheyeareenotechildreneofeGod,eore
childreneofeAbraham,eandesoetheyedoenotehear,eunderstand,eorebelieveeineGod’sewordeoreYeshuaeHiseMessiah.ee
NoteehoweYeshuaesaysethateifeGodeiseoureFather,eweewouldeloveeHim.eeDoeyoueloveeYeshua?eeDoeyouebelievee
HeeisetheeSoneofeGod?eeDoeyoueclaimetoeknoweandehaveeGod’sewordeineyoureheartebutehateetheeatemosteoreloathe
atetheeleastewhoeYeshuaeis?eeDoeyouespendeyourelifeeattemptingetoefindereasoneforefaulteineYeshua?eeYeshuae
saysethateyouedoenoteheareHisewordsebecauseeyouehaveeorebelieveeinetheetrutheandeoureFathereineheaven.eeTheree
iseaneintimateeconnectionebetweenefaitheineYeshuaeandeknowingeouteFathereineheaven.eeThiseisetheereasonewee
needetoeprayeforetheeLordetoeincreaseeourefaitheeveryeday.eeLet’sePray!

HeavenlyeFather,

e ThankeYoueLordeforeYouremercyeandetheegreateworkethateyoueareedoingeineourelives.eeWeebelieveeYouearee
ableetoeovercomeeallethings,efromesavingeusefromeoureenemies,etoetheedeliveranceefromesin,eandeevenetoeworke
ineoureheartsetoedeeply,etruly,eandehonestlyeseekeyouealletheedayseofeourelives.eeWeerecognizeetheeweaknessese
ineourestrengtheanderesolveetoeserveeYoueandetoedoewhateiseexpected,etoebeehumbleeandetoeprayeandetoeremaine
ineYoureword.eeLordehelpeusetoehaveetheestrengthetoestandeforetrutheandelife,etoehaveetheedesireetoeseekeYoue
ineprayereandeineYoureWord,etoehaveefaitheineYeshuaeYoureMessiah,eandetoeloveeoureneighboreeacheday.eeWee
thankeYoueLordeforeYourecontinuedefaithfulnessetoeYourepromiseseandetoeus.eeHelpeusetoegroweineourefaith,e
toewalkeinetheespirit,eandeapplyetheseetruthsetoeourelives.eeWeepraiseeYoureHolyeNameeandegiveeYouealleofethee
honor,eandetheeglory,eandetheepraiseeforevereandeever.ee
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IneYeshua’se(Jesus’)eNameeweepray!eeAmen!

BeeBlessedeineYeshua,eChristeoureMessiah!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
lliו leiאדוננוeמו/נוeו/ב נוe שועeמlךieמש —leעוehlועד:

HallelujaheforeoureLord,eoureTeacher,eoureRabbi,
“Yeshua”eKingeMessiaheforevereandeever


