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Praise the Lord all You Nations

	 In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 117:1-2, the psalm opens saying, אהַ   לְלוּ אֶת-יְהֹוָ הכָּל-גּוֹיִם 
 Praise the Lord, all nations; Laud Him, all peoples! (NASB)  David writes in his 117:1 שַׁבְּחוּהוּ כָּל-הָאֻמִּםי:
psalm for the nations to praise the Lord God of Israel.  Sforno on Bereshit / Genesis 14:20 Part 1 wrote say-
ing, וברוך א לעילון, this power G’d gave to Avram to enable him to overcome his enemies, is a blessing for 
the Lord. He is able to rejoice in the deeds of His creatures when the wicked perish, and when He makes the 
righteous rejoice in their success. David expressed it in these words in Psalms 117:1-2 שבחוהו כה לאומםי 
 Praise the Lord all you nations. Extol Him, all you peoples; for great is His steadfast“ ,ג יגב רעילנו חסדו
love toward us;”  Sforno states that the Lord’s love surpasses all understanding, and so great is his love that 
all of the nations are called to give praises to His Name.  David continues saying the following, ב   כִּ יגָבַר 
 For His lovingkindness is great toward us, And the truth of the 117:2 עָלֵינוּ | חַסְדּוֹ וֶאֱמֶת-יְהֹוָלְ העוֹלָהַ םלְלוּיָהּ:
Lord is everlasting. Praise the Lord! (NASB)  David says that the grace (ֹחַסְדּו) of God is great towards His 
people and the truth of the Lord is everlasting.  What is the grace and truth of God?  Rashbam on Devarim / 
Deuteronomy 32:43 Part 1 wrote the following concerning Tehillim / Psalms 117, ומע (לע) םיוג ונינרה, similar 
in meaning to the word ללהו in Psalms 117:1 ללהו אה ת’ כ לגוםי, “praise the Lord all you nations, etc.” 
Just as the psalmist calls upon the nations to acknowledge G’d, to praise Him and exalt Him for the loving 
kindness He has shown His creatures, so Moses concludes here with a similar call addressed to these same 
nations at the time of the redemption of mankind, or those who deserve it, to praise the Lord because they 
have finally seen what He has done for His people. By addressing them already now, Moses implies that 
G’d would relate to them similarly if they would take all these lessons to heart as of now (and convert to 
Judaism).  Note how the nations are included in praising the Lord as this relates to the time of redemption 
of mankind.  Those who would take to hear the commands of God to live for the Lord, the lessons learned 
and that are taken to heart will cause one to change from the inside out.

Aramaic               ελληνικός      Greek         ארמי                  Hebrew       עברית        
ספר תהלים פרק קיז

שַׁבְּ כָּל-גּוֹיִ ם אֶת-יְהֹוָ ה הַ   לְלוּ   ־א
 חוּהוּ כָּל-הָאֻמִּםי: ב   כִּ יגָבַ רעָלֵינוּ
 | חַסְדּוֹ וֶאֱמֶת-יְהֹוָלְ העוֹלָהַ םלְלוּיָהּ:

סםר טוביה פרק קיז
עמיא כ ל הי תי ו ה  שבחו א        

אומיא׃  ב  היל כ ל   עממיא שבחו
וקוש טוב הי עלנא  אגב ר ־ארו ם
 ט הידהיול העלמאללה ו הישבחו

אהלא׃

ΨΑΛΜΟΙ 117
117:1 αλληλουια αἰνεῖτε τὸν 
κύριον πάντα τὰ ἔθνη ἐπαινέσατε 
αὐτόν πάντες οἱ λαοί 117:2 ὅτι 
ἐκραταιώθη τὸ ἔλεος αὐτοῦ ἐφ᾽ 
ἡμᾶς καὶ ἡ ἀλήθεια τοῦ κυρίου 
μένει εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα 

Tehillim  Psalms 117
117:1 Praise the Lord, all na-
tions; Laud Him, all peoples!  
117:2 For His lovingkindness 
is great toward us, And the 
truth of the Lord is everlast-
ing. Praise the Lord! (NASB)

Toviyah  Psalms 117
117:1 Praise the Lord, all you Gen-
tiles; praise him, all you nations.  
117:2 For he has increased his good-
ness towards us; and the truth of the 
Lord is forever. Hallelujah! (EMC)

Psalmoi  Psalms 117
Alleluia. 117:1 Praise the Lord, 
all ye nations: praise him, all ye 
peoples.  117:2 For his mercy has 
been abundant toward us: and the 
truth of the Lord endures for ever. 
(LXX)
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	 In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 117:1-2, the psalm opens saying, אהַ   לְלוּ אֶת-יְהֹוָ הכָּל-גּוֹיִם 
 Praise the Lord, all nations; Laud Him, all peoples! (NASB)  The Aramaic Targum 117:1 שַׁבְּחוּהוּ כָּל-הָאֻמִּםי:
states, 117:1 א  שבחוהי תי ו הכ לעמיא עממיא שבחו היל כ לאומיא׃ Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; praise 
him, all you nations.  (EMC)  David writes in his psalm for the nations to praise the Lord God of Israel.  
Tehillim / Psalms 117 is considered one of the hallel psalms.  The Hallel (ללה‎‎, “Praise”) is a Jewish prayer, 
a recitation from Tehillim / Psalms 113-118, which is used for praise and thanksgiving.  This is the context 
of the Talmud Bavli in Pesachim 118a:19 on the Rabbis comments in relation to the hallel.

Talmud Bavli Pesachim 118a:19
This hallel also alludes to the ascent of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah from the fiery fur-
nace, as it is written: “Praise the Lord, all you nations, laud Him all you peoples. For His 
mercy is great toward us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever, halleluya” (Psalms 117). 
Hananiah recited: “Praise the Lord, all you nations,” for the overt miracle performed for 
them before the nations. Mishael recited: “Laud Him all you peoples.” Azariah recited: “For 
His mercy is great toward us.” They all recited together: “And the truth of the Lord endures 
forever, halleluya.”

The Talmud relates the plight of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah in the book of Daniel saying that the hallel 
was said in the Diaspora (Babylon).  The rabbis provide reasons for giving praises to the Lord saying the 
nations give praise because of God’s mercy to Israel and His truth endures forever.  Why do you think praise 
is to be given by the nations as a result of the Lord having mercy upon Israel?  The Talmudic reasoning was 
because miracles had been performed before the nations due to God’s people Israel.  Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah were saved from the fiery furnace that killed the guards who threw them into the furnace.  The angel 
of God come to save them from the flames. The king called them out of the furnace, they climbed out of the 
furnace and not a hair on their heads were burned, neither were their cloths burned.  Another reason for the 
nations to give praises to the God of Israel is in His preserving Israel and giving us His Messiah.  
	 The Talmud continues the discussion in Pesachim 118b:1.

Talmud Bavli Pesachim 118b:11
He sent back to him: My father said as follows: What is the meaning of that which is written: 
“Praise the Lord, all you nations, laud Him all you peoples. For His mercy is great toward 
us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever, halleluya” (Psalms 117)? What are the nations 
of the world doing by praising God for His great mercies toward Israel? Rabbi Yosei ex-
plained: Rather, this is what the verse is saying: “Praise the Lord, all you nations” for the 
mighty acts and the wonders that God performed before their eyes. All the more so we, the 
recipients of these acts, should praise and thank Him, as His mercy is great toward us.

The rabbis ask the question “what are the nations of the world doing by praising God for His great mercies 
towards Israel?”  The idea is that the Lord had shown Himself to the nations in the mighty acts that He 
had performed on behalf of Israel.  Even more so should the people of Israel praise the Lord because these 
mighty wonders were performed on their behalf.  
	 Ein Yaakov has the following to say concerning Tehillim / Psalms 117:1.

Ein Yaakov (Glick Edition), Pesakhim 10:19
R. Cahana said : “When R. Ishmael, the son of R. Jose, became ill, Rabbi sent to him the 
following request: ‘Tell us the two or three things which you spoke of in the name of your 
father. Whereupon R. Ishmael sent back word to him: ‘Thus said my father: What is the 
meaning of the passage (Ps. 117:1) Praise the Lord, all ye nations. How do heathens come to 
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praise God? This is intended to mean: All the nations shall praise him for the power and the 
miracles He has done to them; how much more should we, Israel, praise Him, Since mighty 
is His kindness unto us.’ R. Ishmael sent also the following to him : ‘In the future, Egypt will 
send presents unto Messiah, who will hesitate whether to accept them or not.’ But the Holy 
One, praised be He will say to Messiah, ‘Accept it from them because Egypt was a place of 
hospitality for my children.’ (Ps. 68:32) Soon nobles will come out of Egypt. Then Ethiopia 
will conclude a fortiori, saying: ‘If they (the Egyptians) who treated them as slaves, fare thus, 
I (Ethiopia) who did not enslave them, will surely [be permitted to offer a gift to Messiah].’ 
Whereupon the Holy One, praised be He will say unto Messiah, ‘Accept also of them,’ and 
soon (Ib.) Ethiopia will eagerly stretch forth his hands unto God. Then the Aramites will 
conclude a fortiori, saying: ‘If [acceptance of gifts was permitted] of these (Ethiopians) who 
had no family relations with Israel, how much more should a gift be acceptable of us, who are 
their brothers !’ Whereupon the Holy One, praised be He ! will say unto Gabriel (Ib.) Rebuke 
the wild beasts hiding among the reeds; i.e., rebuke the heathens and create a community for 
thyself.” The above passage can be explained in another way, [reject with] rebuke the wild 
beast that lives among the reeds, as it is written (Ib. 80, 14) The bear out of the forest doth 
gnaw at it, and what moveth on the field feedeth on it. R. Chiya b. Abba said in the name of 
R. Jochanan: “The above passage means as follows, [reject with] “rebuke the beast (Rome), 
whose acts are recorded with the same pen [of tyranny]. (Ib. 68, 31) The multitude of bulls, 
with the calves of the peoples, refers to [the nations] who have slain the best [of Israel] like 
fat bulls; everyone submitted himself with pieces of silver; i.e., they stretch forth their hands 
to accept the silver [as bribes], and then refuse to do the givers’ desire; He scattereth nations 
that are eager to become near; i.e., Why was Israel scattered among the nations? Because 
of his eagerness to become [near] very friendly with the nations.” He also sent Rabbi the 
following: “There is a big city in the Roman Empire which contains three hundred and six-
ty-five streets, and in each street there are three hundred and sixty-five castles, and around 
each castle there are three hundred and sixty-five steps, and on each step there was sufficient 
wealth to feed the entire world.” Whereupon R. Simon, the son of Rabbi, said to him, and 
according to others, it was R. Ishmael, the son of R. Jose, who said to Rabbi: “To whom will 
all this belong?” “To thee and thy associates and to thy associates’ friends,” was the answer, 
as it is said (Is. 23, 18) And her gain and her hire shall be holy to the Lord; it shall not be 
treasured nor laid up, but for those that dwell before the Lord shall her gain be.” What is 
the meaning of It shall not be treasured nor laid up? R. Joseph explained that It shall not be 
treasured, refers to his store-house [for grain]; Nor laid up, refers to the treasury house [for 
gold].” But for those that dwell before the Lord shall her gain be, to eat to fullness, and to 
wear stately clothing. What is the meaning of But for those that dwell before the Lord? R. 
Elazar said: “This refers to one who recognizes his colleague’s place in the house of study 
[because of the former’s frequenting it]. According to others (Fol. 119), it refers to one who 
greets his colleague in the house of study. What is meant by Stately clothing? This refers to 
one who covers (conceals) things which those of ancient days desired to be unrevealed; this 
is Sisrei Torah. According to others, this refers to one who discovers what was concealed by 
those of ancient days, and what is it? The reasons [of various laws] of the Torah.

The commentary states the reason for the psalm calling for the nations to praise the Lord God of Israel was 
due to the miracles that were done to them.  The praises that are being attributed to the nations is that they 
will give gifts unto the Messiah and the Lord God in heaven will tell the Messiah to accept these gifts.  It 
seems as if the nations, though they gave gifts to the Messiah, the rabbis say, “Whereupon the Holy One, 
praised be He ! will say unto Gabriel (Ib.) Rebuke the wild beasts hiding among the reeds; i.e., rebuke the 
heathens and create a community for thyself,” where the beast is a reference to Rome.”  The idea is that 
Rome contains enough wealth to feed the entire world, but this nation does not do so.  The Lord separates 
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for Himself a people that delight in His word and greet each other in houses of study because of the love for 
God’s word.  
	 Sforno on Bereshit / Genesis 14:20 Part 1 wrote saying, וברוך א לעילון, this power G’d gave to Avram to 
enable him to overcome his enemies, is a blessing for the Lord. He is able to rejoice in the deeds of His crea-
tures when the wicked perish, and when He makes the righteous rejoice in their success. David expressed 
it in these words in Psalms 117:1-2 שבחוהו כה לאומ םיג יגב רעילנו חסדו, “Praise the Lord all you nations. 
Extol Him, all you peoples; for great is His steadfast love toward us;”  Sforno states that the Lord’s love 
surpasses all understanding, and so great is his love that all of the nations are called to give praises to His 
Name.  
	 Midrash Rabbah has the following to say concerning the nations giving praise to the Lord.

Midrash Rabbah Shemot 18:5
Another explanation: “And it was in the middle of the night” - David said (Psalms 77:7), “I 
recall my music at night:” The congregation of Israel said, “I recall the breakings, that You 
broke the enemies for my sake at night.” And [the term], ‘my music’ (niginati) only means 
breaking, as you would say (Lamentations 3:63), “I am their song.” And I [would also] say 
(Genesis 14:20), “who gave over (migen) your enemies into your hand.” Sancheriv came 
against us - You broke him at night, as it is stated (II Kings 19:35), “And it was on that night 
and the angel of the Lord came out and he smote in the camp of Assyria.” Rabbi Nechemia 
said, “Come and see the love of the Holy One, blessed be He for Israel; as behold, the 
ministering angels - who are mighty of strength, doers of His will - the Holy One, blessed 
be He, made them guardians over Israel. And who are they? Michael and Gavriel, as it is 
stated (Isaiah 62:6), ‘Upon your walls Jerusalem, I have appointed guardians.’ And when 
Sancheriv came, Michael went out and smote them; and Gavriel, from the command of the 
Holy One, blessed be He, saved Chanania and his friends.” Why was it like that? Rather the 
Holy One, blessed be He, made a condition with them. When? When He wanted to go down 
to save Avaraham from the fiery pit: Michael and Gavriel said in front of Him, “We will go 
down to save him.” He said [back] to them, “If [even] one of you would go down there to the 
pit, you would save him, but [since Avraham] went down for My name, then I will go down 
and save him,” as it is stated (Genesis 15:7), “I am the Lord who took you out of the Ur 
Kasdim (understood here as the fire of Kasdim);” “but I will give you a time [to go down and 
save others.”] When did they go down? “Since you were prepared to save him for My honor, 
you, Michael [will descend] against the camp of Assyria; and you, Gavriel [will descend] 
against the camp of Kasdim (the Chaldeans).” When Gavriel went down to save Chanania, 
Mishael and Azaria, he tore the fire and came out and set aflame all those that had thrown 
them in, as it is stated (Daniel 3:22), “those men that raised Shadrakh, Meshakh, etc.” And 
some say, “Four nations died there: At first, it is written (Ibid. 3), ‘Then were gathered the 
satraps, the prefects, the governors[, etc.]’ and the advisers of the king and, here, four [of 
them] are lacking, as it states (Ibid. 27), ‘And the satraps gathered.’” Hence Chanania said 
(Psalms 117:1), “Praise the Lord, all nations;” Mishael said (Ibid.), “exalt him all peo-
ples;” and Azaria said (Ibid. 2), “Since His kindness has overwhelmed us;” and the angel 
said (Ibid.), “’and the truth of the Lord is forever’ - what He said to me when I went down to 
save Avraham is true.”

Note the Love of God according to the Midrash.  The Lord states that Abraham went down to the grave for 
His name’s sake and for this reason, the Lord Himself went down to save him.  The Lord even en-scripts 
his angels to save a righteous man for the sake of His name.  Note how the commentary speaks of the fiery 
pit.  The rabbis are not speaking of hell but of the grave as having its place in the furnace that Mishael and 
his friends Hananiah and Azariah were being thrown into in the book of Daniel.  The place that one is laid 
down to rest, this is called Sheol, the grave, a place of darkness.  The place these three men were being laid 
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down in was a fiery furnace in which the Lord sent His angel to save them from perishing.  The king Nebu-
chadnezzar saw in the flames four men walking around and not just the three, and he said that the fourth one 
looked like the son of God.  This miracle that was performed before the nations is what the rabbis say is the 
reason for the psalm which states, :117:1 אהַ   לְלוּ אֶת-יְהֹוָ הכָּל-גּוֹיִ םשַׁבְּחוּהוּ כָּל-הָאֻמִּםי Praise the Lord, all 
nations; Laud Him, all peoples! (NASB)  
	 David continues saying the following, :ּ117:2 ב   כִּ יגָבַ רעָלֵינוּ | חַסְדּוֹ וֶאֱמֶת-יְהֹוָלְ העוֹלָהַ םלְלוּיָה For His 
lovingkindness is great toward us, And the truth of the Lord is everlasting. Praise the Lord! (NASB)  David 
says that the grace (חַסְד) of God is great towards His people and the truth of the Lord is everlasting.  What 
is the grace and truth of God?  Rashbam on Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:43 Part 1 wrote the following 
concerning Tehillim / Psalms 117, ומע (לע) םיוג ונינרה, similar in meaning to the word ללהו in Psalms 117:1 
-praise the Lord all you nations, etc.” Just as the psalmist calls upon the nations to ac“ ,ללהו אה ת’ כ לגוםי
knowledge G’d, to praise Him and exalt Him for the loving kindness He has shown His creatures, so Moses 
concludes here with a similar call addressed to these same nations at the time of the redemption of mankind, 
or those who deserve it, to praise the Lord because they have finally seen what He has done for His people. 
By addressing them already now, Moses implies that G’d would relate to them similarly if they would take 
all these lessons to heart as of now (and convert to Judaism).  Note how the nations are included in praising 
the Lord as this relates to the time of redemption of mankind.  Those who would take to heart the commands 
of God to live for the Lord, the lessons learned in the struggle to live for the Lord will cause one to change 
from the inside out.

Rabbinic Commentary

	 The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 117 has 3 parts.  Reading through the Mid-
rash we will be looking at Part 1, 2, and 3.  Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 117, Parts 1, 
2, and 3.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 117, Part 1, 2, and 3

Part 1
•	 The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the דיבוה רמתחלי (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “O praise the 

Lord, all you nations; laud Him, all you peoples (Tehillim / Psalms 117:1).”  
•	 The יתפחתא (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Elsewhere, this is what 

Scripture says, Among gods there is none like You, O Lord; neither are there any works like unto 
Your works (Tehillim / Psalms 86:8).”  

•	 The משל (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the יתפחתא (Petihta), the rabbis speak of the 
Lord making man after His own image, something that is impossible for the other false gods in this 
world.

•	 The נמשל (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the משל (mashal), with a discussion 
on the Lord giving man this ability too to make children after his own image as well.  It is for this 
reason the rabbis said the nations are to give praise unto the Lord.

•	 The Concluding phrase says, “What is the meaning of watesokekah?  You have satisfied her thirst, 
or its meaning is You have given her her desire, as in the verse, Your desire (tesukah) will be to 
your husband (Bereshit / Genesis 3:16).  You crown the year with Your goodness (Tehillim /Psalms 
65:12).  And what verse follows?  Shout unto God, all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 66:1).”

Part 2
•	 The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the דיבוה רמתחלי (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Another inter-
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pretation of O praise the Lord, all you nations; land Him all you peoples (Tehillim / Psalms 117:1).” 

•	 The יתפחתא (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Simeon, the son of 
our holy Rabbi, asked his father, What nations are meant by all you nations, and what peoples by all 
you peoples?”  

•	 The משל (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the יתפחתא (Petihta), the rabbis define the na-
tions that are being spoken of in the psalm as those who oppose Israel.

•	 The נמשל (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the משל (mashal), with discussion 
on those who did not oppress Israel saying that they will sing all the more of the greatness and glory 
of God.

•	 The Concluding phrase says, “The Holy One blessed be He, Said to Elijah, When I first watered 
My world, did there even exist a human being for whose sake I should water My world?  And yet, 
it is said, There went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground (Bereshit / 
Genesis 2:6).  And so now Go, show yourself unto Ahab, and I will send rain upon the land (1 Kings 
18:1).”

Part 3
•	 The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the דיבוה רמתחלי (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Another com-

ment on O praise the Lord, all you nations, When Abraham was cast into the fiery furnace, Gabriel 
came and wanted to save him.” 

•	 The יתפחתא (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “The Holy One blessed be He, 
said, I am one in My world, and Abraham is one in his world, as is said, Abraham was one, and he 
inherited the land (Ezekiel 33:24).”  

•	 The משל (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the יתפחתא (Petihta), the rabbis speak of bring-
ing Abraham up out of the fire from Ur and bringing him to a new land.

•	 The נמשל (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the משל (mashal), with discussion 
on Hananiah, Mishael, and Azaria being cast into the fiery furnace and the Lord delivering them.

•	 The Concluding phrase says, “The Holy One blessed be He, said to him, go down, and Gabriel went 
down and saved them.  Hananiah said, O praise the Lord, all you nations.  Mishael said, Laud Him, 
all you peoples.  Azariah said, For His mercy is great towards us.  Gabriel said, True is the Lord 
forever.  What You did promise me in the days of Abraham, You have done and fulfilled.  Hence, True 
is the Lord forever.”

	 Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (דיבוה רמתחלי) saying, “O praise the Lord, 
all you nations; laud Him, all you peoples (Tehillim / Psalms 117:1).”  The homiletic introduction to the 
midrash states, “Elsewhere, this is what Scripture says, Among gods there is none like You, O Lord; neither 
are there any works like unto Your works (Tehillim / Psalms 86:8).”  The entire midrash states the following:
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מדרש תהלים פרק קיז סימן א
 אללה  ו אה ת׳ כ לגוםי.הז ו שאמה רכתוב אין
 כמוך באה םיהל׳ ואין כמעשיךפ םילהת) ו ח(,
 כיצד בש רוד םצ רצו הרע לגבה יכולת, אין
ה םוא ה האד קה לב״ אב צוהר,  עוש ה  צותרו 
 צותרו, שנאמ) רוייצה ר׳( ]ויברא[ א םיהלאת
־האד םבצלמו )בראש תיא כ(ז, ואףה אד םמו
־ילד בנ םיכצלמו, שנאמ רויולד בדמותו כצל
 מו )ש םבראש ה תיג(,ה מ םימעשי הדיו של
י רשרצוה מםי שנאמ שורצםי,  ו םה  קהב״ ה
וד םכשבאין מלך בש ר כ(,  א   )ש םבראש תי
אבל שונאםי,  שמא  באםי,  אוהביו   סלקלו, 
גוםי כ ל שנאמ ר אותו,  מיסלקן  ה הכ ל  קהב״
 אש רעשי תיבואו וישתחוופל ניךפ םילהת) ו
 ט(. שאפ לופילו סאחד אר ת׳הי ושע בן חננהי
משת והאומו ת שוין  ה לעו םל שכ י הזיו ם ־א
־ אחדה כל ל רוי ו ם פל םינקה יב״ה, אמ  חוו
נעצירן שהגשמ םי כיון  אלא  אימית,   שמחםי, 
 הכ למצירין, וכשהגשמי םיורדיןה כ לשמחין
 ומיסלקןקהל ב״ה, שנאמ רכ לגו םיאש רעשתי
 וגו׳ )ש םשפ םילהת ם״ו(, אימ יתכ יגדו לאהת
(י , ואין  ועוש הנלפאו) תש םשפ םילהת ם״ו
 נלפאו תאלא גשמםי, שנאמ רנלפאו תעד אין
 מה רפסנותן מט רעפ לנ יארץ )איוב ה ט(י ,
 לכך נאמללה רו אה ת׳ כ לגוםי. אמר ר׳ת נחום
ממתןת והר, גשמ םי ירי הלד ת גדו חייא   ב ר
גשמםי ויריד ת יל השראל,  שמח  שמתןת ו הר
ולעופות, ולח הי ה לעוםל,ל בהמ ה ל הכ  שמח
הס םילהת) היקק  ותשו ה תארץ  קפ רד  שנאמ
 (י, מיה הא ותשוהיקק,ת ן הל שוהק. דב ראחר
ואל  ותשות היקקןת הל אוהת, כענין שנאמ ר
שנת עט תר גי ו(,   אישךת שותקך )בראש תי
 טובתך םילהת) שס ם״י הב(, מ הכיתב בהירת,
 ירהעול א םיהלכה לארץ )שס םילהת םו א(.

Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 1
1.  O praise the Lord, all you nations; laud Him, all you peoples 
(Tehillim / Psalms 117:1).  Elsewhere, this is what Scripture 
says, Among gods there is none like You, O Lord; neither are 
there any works like unto Your works (Tehillim / Psalms 86:8).  
Why not?  A mortal can figure an image upon a wall, but the 
image he figures cannot beget another image.  Behold, the Holy 
One blessed be He, man is His image, as is said, And God cre-
ated man in His own image (Bereshit / Genesis 1:27), and man 
begets children in his own image, as is said, And Adam begot 
in his own likeness, after his image (Bereshit / Genesis 5:3).  
The waters also are the handiwork of the Holy One blessed be 
He, and they too bring forth as is said, Let the waters bring 
foth abundantly (Bereshit / Genesis 1:20).  When the praises 
of a mortal king are to be sung, his friends come, but do his 
enemies?  Behold the Holy One blessed be He, all praise Him, 
as is said, All nations whom You have made will come and wor-
ship before You, O Lord, and will glorify Your name (Tehillim / 
Psalms 86:9).  A philosopher asked Rabbi Joshua son of Hana-
niah, Is here a day when all the world is of one mind and the 
nations worship before the Holy One blessed be He?  Rabbi 
Joshua son of Hananiah replied, There is one such day when 
all rejoice as one.  What day is that?  When the rains have held 
back and all the world is troubled, comes the day when the 
rains fall, and then all the world rejoices and glorifies the Holy 
One blessed be He, as is said, All the nations whom You have 
made will come and worship before You, O Lord, and will glo-
rify Your name.  Glorify it when?  Whenever You, great as You 
are, does wondrous things (Tehillim / Psalms 86:10), the rains 
being the wondrous things, as again in the verse, Who doe mar-
velous things without number; who give rain upon the earth 
(Job 5:9-10).  For this, O praise the Lord, all you nations.  Rab-
bi Tanhum son of Hiyya taught, The sending of rain is greater 
than the giving of the Torah, for while the giving of Torah was a 
joy to the children of Israel, the sending of rain gives joy to all 
the world, to cattle, to beast, and to fowl, as is said, You have 
remembered the earth, watesokekah (Tehillim / Psalms 65:10).  
What is the meaning of watesokekah?  You have satisfied her 
thirst, or its meaning is You have given her her desire, as in the 
verse, Your desire (tesukah) will be to your husband (Bereshit / 
Genesis 3:16).  You crown the year with Your goodness (Tehil-
lim /Psalms 65:12).  And what verse follows?  Shout unto God, 
all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 66:1).

	 The rabbis speak of the Lord God being glorified by the nations and compare this to none other who is 
able to do the works the God of Israel is able to do.  Man is able to fashion, design, and build a figure on the 
wall  but that figure is not able to create an image after its own self.  This figure is unable to see, hear, speak, 
walk, or talk, and is not able to do anything.  The glory of God is found in His ability to create something af-
ter His own image.  The rabbis say, “the Holy One blessed be He, man is His image, as is said, And God created 
man in His own image (Bereshit / Genesis 1:27), and man begets children in his own image, as is said, And Adam 
begot in his own likeness, after his image (Bereshit / Genesis 5:3).”  It is interesting how all of God’s creation 
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is able to reproduce after its own kind having the ability to make children in their own likeness.  Animals, 
and even plants and trees, though they do not have a living soul, do produce more plants and trees after their 
own image.  Man in the image of God; what does this mean in practical terms?  It cannot be a reference to 
body or biological form since God is a Spirit and man is made of flesh and bone.  It is true that the body does 
not belong to the image that we read of in the Scriptures, it is language, creativity, and love, the three most 
important parts of the image of God, that the Lord has shared with each one of us.  In addition, the Lord 
God of Israel also gave man dominion and authority over the animal kingdom (Bereshit / Genesis 1:28).  If 
we think about these things, the idea of man having dominion and authority over the animal kingdom, this 
activity involves the mind (language, creativity, and love) as well as the body.  The Word of God (Yeshua) 
also honored the human body by becoming flesh and dwelling among men (John 1:14 and Hebrews 2:14) 
and obeying the commandments, the things which the body was made for (Ephesians 2:10).  Notice how 
the word for created (בָּרָא) is repeated three times here in the text, כ   זוַיִּבְרָא אֱלֹהִ םי| אֶת-הָאָדָ םבְּצַלְמוֹ בְּצֶלֶם 
-God created man in His own image, in the image of God He cre 1:27 אֱלֹהִ םיבָּרָא אֹתוֹזָ כָ רוּנְקֵבָ הבָּרָא אֹתָם:
ated him; male and female He created them. (NASB)  This emphasizes the creative impartation of creativity 
and love to man.  We read elsewhere how the Lord created the living creatures “After its kind,” this refers to 
all the living creatures, each of which had its peculiar species.  In Bereshit / Genesis 1:25, the word of God 
is fulfilled, that the creation was completed.  After the act of creation the Lord then said that it is “good” to 
be in accordance with the will of God.  All the nations should give glory to the Lord for having a life to live.  
The midrash states, “A philosopher asked Rabbi Joshua son of Hananiah, Is there a day when all the world 
is of one mind and the nations worship before the Holy One blessed be He?  Rabbi Joshua son of Hananiah 
replied, There is one such day when all rejoice as one.  What day is that?  When the rains have held back 
and all the world is troubled, comes the day when the rains fall, and then all the world rejoices and glorifies 
the Holy One blessed be He, as is said, All the nations whom You have made will come and worship before 
You, O Lord, and will glorify Your name.”  Note how the Lord has caused the nations to come before Him 
to worship.  This is done on behalf of His glory and the rabbis say the nations will give glory to the Lord 
“Whenever You, great as You are, does wondrous things (Tehillim / Psalms 86:10), the rains being the 
wondrous things, as again in the verse, Who doe marvelous things without number; who give rain upon the 
earth (Job 5:9-10).  For this, O praise the Lord, all you nations.  Rabbi Tanhum son of Hiyya taught, The 
sending of rain is greater than the giving of the Torah, for while the giving of Torah was a joy to the children 
of Israel, the sending of rain gives joy to all the world, to cattle, to beast, and to fowl..”  It is interesting the 
interpretation is that the giving of rain is greater than the giving of the Torah, and the reason is the Torah is 
a joy to Israel, and the rain is a joy to all the earth.  It is important to note how great it is when one finds joy 
in the Torah, especially for he who is not a part of Israel.  The Joy of the Torah is found in drawing near to 
the Lord God of Israel, and by faith it is possible to join ourselves with Israel, as the Apostle Paul wrote in 
Romans 11 by faith in God’s Messiah.
	 Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 1 concludes saying, “What is the meaning of watesokekah?  You have sat-
isfied her thirst, or its meaning is You have given her her desire, as in the verse, Your desire (tesukah) will 
be to your husband (Bereshit / Genesis 3:16).  You crown the year with Your goodness (Tehillim /Psalms 
65:12).  And what verse follows?  Shout unto God, all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 66:1).”  The amazing 
thing is the Lord does give us the desire of our hearts.  And for this we all are given the ability to shout unto 
God and praise His name for His mercies.
	 Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (דיבוה רמתחלי) saying, “Another inter-
pretation of O praise the Lord, all you nations; land Him all you peoples (Tehillim / Psalms 117:1).”  The 
homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Simeon, the son of our holy Rabbi, asked his father, 
What nations are meant by all you nations, and what peoples by all you peoples?”  The entire midrash states 
the following:
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מדרש תהלים פרק קיז סימן ב
 ב  דב ראחללה רו אה ת׳ כ לגו םי]שבחוהו
 כה לאומםי[. שאר ל׳ שמעון בןר בינוקה דוש
 א תאביו מ םה יכ לגוםי, מ םה יכה לאומםי,
את ששיעבדו  אלוה גו םי גו םי כ ל ל רו   אמ
־ישראל, כה לאומ םיאלוה אומו תשלא שיע
־בדו בםה, אמרו כה לאומו תמ הא םאלו שנ
קהל ב״ה, מיסלקן י ישרא ל בנ ע ם  שתעבדו 
 אנו שלא שיעבדנו ב םהע לאח תכמ הוכמה,
 לכך נאמללה רו אה ת׳ כ לגו םישבחוהו כל
כמה אח ת ע ל אנו  אמרוי שרא ל  האומםי, 
חסדו, עילנו  גב ר כ י תה החליול ומ ר  וכמ
ואמת מהו  ה ת׳ל עוםל,  ואמ ה הרארץ   אמ
־אמ תב תירשייקמ תעה םאבות, שנאמ רוז
 כ יתרא תבי יתירעקב )ורקיא כו מב(. דבר
מהתפ קה היה ב״ ה  ה ת׳ל עוםל. ואמ  אח ר
 לאהילו שליך וריא הא לאחאב, שנאמל רך
 רהא הא לאחאב )מ״א מלכ םיא׳י ח א(, אמר
עכשיול א ועד  ה יולך,  אנ יה אך  אהילו  לו 
 עש העודת שובה, אמל רוקה ב״ הכשיתייה
בעוםל  היה  אחד אד ם עולמי,  א ת  מש הק
ואד שנאמ ר בעבורו,  עולמ י א ת  והש יתיק
 יע הלמןה ארץ )בראש תיב ו( אף עכשיול ך
 רהא הא לאחאב ואתנ המט) רמ״א ש םשם

מלכ םיא׳י ״ח(.

Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 2
2.  Another interpretation of O praise the Lord, all you nations; 
land Him all you peoples (Tehillim / Psalms 117:1).  Rabbi 
Simeon, the son of our holy Rabbi, asked his father, What na-
tions are meant by all you nations, and what peoples by all 
you peoples?  Rabbi replied, The nations are all those nations 
which opposed the children of Israel, and the peoples are all 
the peoples which did not oppress them.  All these peoples said, 
If they who oppressed the children of Israel sing praise to the 
Holy One blessed be He, we who did not oppress them should 
sing all the more.  Hence, it is said, O praise the Lord, all you 
nations; laud Him, all you peoples.  The children of Israel also 
said, Even more should we sing His praise.  And then they went 
on to say For His mercy is great towards us (Tehillim / Psalms 
117:2).  And the earth said, True is the Lord forever.  True 
to what?  True to the covenant made with the fathers, as is 
said, Then will I remember MY covenant with Jacob (Vayikra 
/ Leviticus 26:42).  Another interpretation of True is the Lord 
forever, When the Holy One blessed be He, was urging Elijah 
to go and show himself to Ahab, as is said, Go, show yourself 
unto Ahab (1 Kings 18:1), Elijah replied, How can I go, seeing 
that up to this moment Ahab has not repented?  The Holy One 
blessed be He, Said to Elijah, When I first watered My world, 
did there even exist a human being for whose sake I should 
water My world?  And yet, it is said, There went up a mist from 
the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground (Bereshit / 
Genesis 2:6).  And so now Go, show yourself unto Ahab, and I 
will send rain upon the land (1 Kings 18:1).

	 The rabbis say the nations referred to in the psalms, are all of those who opposed Israel, and all of the 
peoples the psalm refers to are those who did not oppose Israel.  The midrash reports the words of those peo-
ples who did not oppose Israel saying, “All these peoples said, If they who oppressed the children of Israel 
sing praise to the Holy One blessed be He, we who did not oppress them should sing all the more.” Reason 
given for being joyful for God’s people is when the nations are giving praises to the Lord.  According to 
the Scriptures, we are commanded to sing and give thanks to the Lord for what He has done on our behalf.  
When we consider what is being discussed where the nations sing praises, those who did not oppose Israel, 
and those who are Israel are singing together, this completes our joy where singing is a sign of brotherhood 
that unites generations.  When we sing, we are speaking from our hearts and so we are what we sing, and 
this demonstrates how our singing bears testimony to our faith.  The midrash speaks of the Lord being True 
which is in reference to His covenant that He made with our fathers as it is written in Vayikra / Leviticus 
26:42 “Then will I remember MY covenant with Jacob.”  
	 Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 2 concludes saying, “Another interpretation of True is the Lord forever, 
When the Holy One blessed be He, was urging Elijah to go and show himself to Ahab, as is said, Go, show 
yourself unto Ahab (1 Kings 18:1), Elijah replied, How can I go, seeing that up to this moment Ahab has not 
repented?  The Holy One blessed be He, Said to Elijah, When I first watered My world, did there even exist 
a human being for whose sake I should water My world?  And yet, it is said, There went up a mist from the 
earth, and watered the whole face of the ground (Bereshit / Genesis 2:6).  And so now Go, show yourself 
unto Ahab, and I will send rain upon the land (1 Kings 18:1).”  It is interesting how Elijah says that a proph-
et is not to go to a person until he has repented.  In this instance Ahab was a very wicked man, and his wife 
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was even more wicked.  Ahab wanted to kill Elijah and so this may be the reason why Elijah had commented 
that he had not repented and so why should he go down to see him.  The Lord responds according to the 
midrash, that He watered this world even before there were men to merit the reward of rain.  The idea is the 
mercy of God extended into past eternity, to the present, and unto the future.  And so the Lord glorified His 
Name before the peoples that rejected him serving the Baals and the golden calfs that were setup in Israel.  
The Lord brought rain at the prayer of Elijah and the people killed all of the prophets of Baal because of 
their deception.  The Lord is merciful, :117:1 אהַ   לְלוּ אֶת-יְהֹוָ הכָּל-גּוֹיִ םשַׁבְּחוּהוּ כָּל-הָאֻמִּםי Praise the Lord, 
all nations; Laud Him, all peoples! (NASB)  The praises to the Lord lead us to walk in His ways so that we 
would want to do the things our Father does.  This is how we understand John 5:19, “The Son can do noth-
ing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things 
the Son also does in like manner.”  The Son learns from the Father based upon the commands, he learns by 
walking in His Father’s ways and is then able to do the same things that He does because he has learned the 
work from his Father.  Yeshua learned his trade as the Messiah from observation of the Father.  It is in this 
similar way that we learn from our Father and from Yeshua the Messiah according to the commands of God.  
	 Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (דיבוה רמתחלי) saying, “Another comment 
on O praise the Lord, all you nations, When Abraham was cast into the fiery furnace, Gabriel came and 
wanted to save him.”  The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “The Holy One blessed be He, said, 
I am one in My world, and Abraham is one in his world, as is said, Abraham was one, and he inherited the 
land (Ezekiel 33:24).”  The entire midrash states the following:

מדרש תהלים פרק קיז סימן ג
כיון גוםי.  כ ל ה ת׳  א ללה רו  אח דב ר  ג  
 שהושלך אבל םהרכבשןה אש, בא גביראל
־ורצהל הצליו, אמקה רב״ האני יחיד בעול
־מ יוהואי חיד בעולמו, שנאמ ראחד היה אב
  םהרורייש אה תארץי) חקזאל לג כד(, נאה
אשר ה י׳  אנ שנאמ ר יל ליחיד,  הל צ  ילחיד
 הוצאיתך מאו רכשד) םיבראש תיטו(ז , אף
ריל ד עיתדין אינ ימפקח שכרך,  כן   יפ ל  ע
 שלש הצדתל םיקיוך כבשןה אשקל דש את
שהולשכו כיון  ומצלין,  י התורד  וא  שמי, 
 חננ הימישא לועתל הירזוך כבשןה אש עמד
 יוקרמ ישה רברדפל נקה יב״ הואמפל רניו
 רבש״ע אנ יש רש לברד ארד ואכבה האש
 ש לכבשן, אמל רו גבירא לאנ יש רש לאש
 אלך ואקדיח מבחוץ ואצנן מבפנ םיואעשה
־נ סבתוך נס, אמל רוקה ב״ר הד,רי ד והצי
 לן, חננ היאמללה רו אה ת׳ כ לגו םימישאל
כי אמ ר ע הירז ה לאומםי,  כ שבחוהו   אמ ר
ה ת׳ ואמ אמ ר גבירא ל חסדו,  עילנו   גב ר
 לעוםל, מ השאמ יל תרבימ יאב םהרעשתי

 וייקמת,ה ו יואמה ת׳ל עוםל.

Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 3
3.  Another comment on O praise the Lord, all you nations, 
When Abraham was cast into the fiery furnace, Gabriel came 
and wanted to save him.  The Holy One blessed be He, said, 
I am one in My world, and Abraham is one in his world, as 
is said, Abraham was one, and he inherited the land (Ezekiel 
33:24).  It is fitting that One save the one, as is said I am the 
Lord that brought you out of Ur (Fire) of Chaldees (Bereshit / 
Genesis 15:7).  Nevertheless, I will not withhold your reward, 
There will come a time when three righteous men will go down 
into the fiery furnace to hallow My name.  Then you will go 
down, and you will save them.  When Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah were cast into the fiery furnace, Yurkami, the Prince of 
Hail, appeared before the Holy One blessed be He, and said, 
Master of the universe, I am the Prince of Hail.  Let me go down 
and I will quench the fire of the furnace.  But Gabriel said, I am 
the Prince of Fire.  Let me go down, and I will burn up those 
who are outside of the furnace and keep cool those who are in-
side it, and thus perform a miracle within a miracle.  The Holy 
One blessed be He, said to him, go down, and Gabriel went 
down and saved them.  Hananiah said, O praise the Lord, all 
you nations.  Mishael said, Laud Him, all you peoples.  Azariah 
said, For His mercy is great towards us.  Gabriel said, True 
is the Lord forever.  What You did promise me in the days of 
Abraham, You have done and fulfilled.  Hence, True is the Lord 
forever.  

	 The rabbis speak of all the nations praising the Lord within the context of Abraham.  The idea is the Lord 
saved Abraham from the fiery furnace, a land of paganism (Ur of Chaldees, Bereshit / Genesis 15:7).  This 
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land is paralleled to a place of Fire.  The midrash states, “It is fitting that One save the one,” note how the 
Lord saves “the one” suggesting a principle of one saving another.  The idea here is of one saving another 
and the one being saved leading others into the salvation of God.  The midrash continues saying,

There will come a time when three righteous men will go down into the fiery furnace to hal-
low My name.  Then you will go down, and you will save them.  When Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah were cast into the fiery furnace, Yurkami, the Prince of Hail, appeared before the 
Holy One blessed be He, and said, Master of the universe, I am the Prince of Hail.  Let me go 
down and I will quench the fire of the furnace.  But Gabriel said, I am the Prince of Fire.  Let 
me go down, and I will burn up those who are outside of the furnace and keep cool those who 
are inside it, and thus perform a miracle within a miracle. (Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 3)

The midrash gives the example of going down into the fire and the Lord saving and raising up those who do 
so for the sake of sanctifying the Name of God.  The hallowing the Name of God is synonymous to sanctify-
ing the Name of God.  And when we live our lives hallowing the name of God, we can expect great things, 
the Lord working miracles in our lives just as He did so many years ago.  The wicked (the unrighteous) who 
stand against God’s people, a warning, just as the midrash recounts what happened to Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, the soldiers who threw these three men into the fire, they lost their lives.  Refusing to repent, 
turn from sin and seek the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua will result in destruction.  The Lord 
kept these righteous men from dying because they Hallowed the Name of God and did not bow down to 
false gods.  We are called to do the same today.
	 Midrash Tehillim 117, Part 3 concludes saying, “The Holy One blessed be He, said to him, go down, 
and Gabriel went down and saved them.  Hananiah said, O praise the Lord, all you nations.  Mishael said, 
Laud Him, all you peoples.  Azariah said, For His mercy is great towards us.  Gabriel said, True is the Lord 
forever.  What You did promise me in the days of Abraham, You have done and fulfilled.  Hence, True is the 
Lord forever.”  The midrash concludes with reasons to praise the Lord, each of these men who were saved 
from the fire gave praise to the Lord.  How much more should we do so today, praise the Lord God of Israel 
for all that He has done on our behalf.  Praise the Lord for such a wonderful salvation that He provides in 
His son Yeshua the Messiah.  Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

	 Thank You Lord for Your mercy and the great work that you are doing in our lives.  We believe You are 
able to overcome all things, from saving us from our enemies, to the deliverance from sin, and even to work 
in our hearts to deeply, truly, and honestly seek you all the days of our lives.  We recognize the weaknesses 
in our strength and resolve to serve You and to do what is expected, to be humble and to pray and to remain 
in Your word.  Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have the desire to seek You 
in prayer and in Your Word, to have faith in Yeshua Your Messiah, and to love our neighbor each day.  We 
thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us.  Help us to grow in our faith, 
to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives.  We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the 
honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.  

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray!  Amen!
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﻿

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
ללהול היאדוננו מורנו ורבינוי שוע מלךה משיחל עו םלועד:

Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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