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Bamidbar / Numbers 1:1-4:20, Hosea Z:1-Z2
Luke 16:1-17:10

Moving Forward and taking a Leap of Faith

In the opening chapters of week’s Torah portion we read the fol-
lowing, DhRQ 1237-2Y UPR - 2 :9AKT 1908-28) TPHR-98 M0 0271 X
TR DPINT) A N TYin-2aR? 2029 Tan PRIW 12 u onaR n°37
:ATPRY-13 10N AT 2197 W aDRY AP mon 237 A0
Bamidbar / Numbers 2:1 Now the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying, 2:2 ‘The sons of Israel shall camp, each by his own standard,
with the banners of their fathers’ households, they shall camp around
the tent of meeting at a distance. 2:3 ‘Now those who camp on the east
side toward the sunrise shall be of the standard of the camp of Judah,
by their armies, and the leader of the sons of Judah: Nahshon the son
of Amminadav. (NASB) These few Scriptures reveal to us a number

of things. The Hebrew text states, 7717 7RTR 200 “the ones who
were encamped on the east side facing the sun.” It is important to note
that the Tabernacle and later the Temple entrance was pointed in the
direction of the east. This brings our attention to position and men-
tioning of the first tribe and their encampment in relation to the Tab-
ernacle. We are told the Tribe of Judah is to encamp on the east side
facing the entrance of the Tabernacle as described at the end of Parshat
Terumah (Shemot / Exodus 27:13). The flag or standard of the camp
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is mentioned first (777171° 77ann 237) and the Scriptures detail Judah’s
descendents as being the most numerous and the most honored of all
the tribes. The opening verses here in Bamidbar / Numbers 2 describe
Judah as the most honored of all the tribes by giving them the right
to camp near the gate of the King of the universe. When considering
the reason why the Lord chose Judah as being honored in this way,
we remember what the Lord said prophetically through Jacob, “Judah,
your brothers shall praise you, Your hand shall be on the neck of your
enemies, Your father’s sons shall bow down to you. Judah is a lion's
whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies
down as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? The scepter
shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler s staff from between his feet,
Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples”
(Bereshit / Genesis 49:8-10). Jacob describes Judah as a leader and
ruler among his brothers and having authority even over his enemies.
Considering the rabbinic literature, we are told of the connection of

Judah and specifically Nahshon the son of Amminadav to 710 0° (Red
Sea). The rabbis connect Judah to a man by the name of ~1°¥ j2 1YWl

27 (Nachshon son of Aminadab) who jumped into the Red Sea (710 0%)
to prove his faith in the God of Israel. When we look in the book of

Exodus (MM 790), we find only a few places where Nachshon (172171
) is mentioned. What is it that we can learn about Nachshon and the
tribe of Judah based upon these Scriptures from this week? We read
in Parashat Beshalach the following, Shemot / Exodus 14:15-16, 10
TRARY TO YR PRIWI-012-DR 127 09X PYNA-nN AYPh-DR 73 KRN
03 TiN3 7879732 K 19PN DAY AT-NN AR gn-nN 017
;W23 14:15 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why are you crying out
to Me? Tell the sons of Israel to go forward. 14:16 ‘As for you, lift up
your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the
sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land. (NASB)
Based upon what we read here, is there a spiritual principle the Lord
is trying to teach us? At this point the people of Israel were pinned
between the Red Sea and the Egyptian Army. The Lord said to Moshe
to tell the sons of Israel to go forward. This sounds like the Lord is
telling the people to make a leap of faith and go into the Sea. There
are two basic human emotions that are the driving force behind every
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thought and action in our lives; those things are fear and love. At some
point in our lives, there comes a time when we have to make a decision
when the Spirit is leading us to do something. Our decision is to do as
the Spirit leads or to be complacent. We have to decide to either take
a risk or play it safe. This is called taking a leap of faith, despite the
consequences this leap may cause. This was the situation the Children
of Israel were in and the Rabbis say Nahshon son of Amminadav was
the first to leap into the waters demonstrating his faith. Note also the
Scriptures say the wind blew all night, so the people waited before
moving in faith. When it comes to hearing from the Lord and moving
forward to do what He is asking us to do, sometimes that can be very
scary. But it is when we step out in faith, not knowing what is going to
happen, that the Lord moves powerfully in our lives. Let’s discuss this
further in this week’s Torah portion.
This week we are looking at Bamidbar / Numbers 2:1-34.

Bamidbar / Numbers 2:1-34

2:1 Now the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, say-
ing, 2:2 ‘The sons of Israel shall camp, each by his own
Standard, with the banners of their fathers’ households;
they shall camp around the tent of meeting at a distance.
2:3 ‘Now those who camp on the east side toward the
sunrise shall be of the standard of the camp of Judah,
by their armies, and the leader of the sons of Judah:
Nahshon the son of Amminadav, 2:4 and his army, even
their numbered men, 74,600. 2:5 ‘Those who camp next
to him shall be the tribe of Issachar, and the leader of
the sons of Issachar: Nethanel the son of Zuar, 2:6 and
his army, even their numbered men, 54,400. 2:7 ‘Then
comes the tribe of Zebulun, and the leader of the sons
of Zebulun: Eliab the son of Helon, 2:8 and his army,
even his numbered men, 57, 400. 2:9 ‘The total of the
numbered men of the camp of Judah: 186,400, by their
armies. They shall set out first. 2:10 ‘On the south side
shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben by their
armies, and the leader of the sons of Reuben: Elizur the
son of Shedeur, 2:11 and his army, even their numbered
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men, 46,500. 2:12 ‘Those who camp next to him shall
be the tribe of Simeon, and the leader of the sons of
Simeon: Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, 2:13 and
his army, even their numbered men, 59,300. 2:14 ‘Then
comes the tribe of Gad, and the leader of the sons of
Gad: Eliasaph the son of Deuel, 2:15 and his army,
even their numbered men, 45,650. 2:16 ‘The total of the
numbered men of the camp of Reuben: 151,450 by their
armies. And they shall set out second. 2:17 ‘Then the
tent of meeting shall set out with the camp of the Levites
in the midst of the camps, just as they camp, so they
shall set out, every man in his place by their standards.
2:18 ‘On the west side shall be the standard of the camp
of Ephraim by their armies, and the leader of the sons
of Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Ammihud, 2:19
and his army, even their numbered men, 40,500. 2:20
‘Next to him shall be the tribe of Manasseh, and the
leader of the sons of Manasseh: Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur, 2:21 and his army, even their numbered men,
32,200. 2:22 ‘Then comes the tribe of Benjamin, and
the leader of the sons of Benjamin: Abidan the son of
Gideoni, 2:23 and his army, even their numbered men,
35,400. 2:24 ‘The total of the numbered men of the camp
of Ephraim: 108,100, by their armies. And they shall set
out third. 2:25 ‘On the north side shall be the standard
of the camp of Dan by their armies, and the leader of the
sons of Dan: Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, 2:26 and
his army, even their numbered men, 62,700. 2:27 ‘Those
who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher, and the
leader of the sons of Asher.: Pagiel the son of Ochran,
2:28 and his army, even their numbered men, 41,500.
2:29 ‘Then comes the tribe of Naphtali, and the leader
of the sons of Naphtali: Ahira the son of Enan, 2:30
and his army, even their numbered men, 53,400. 2:31
‘The total of the numbered men of the camp of Dan was
157,600. They shall set out last by their standards.’2:32
These are the numbered men of the sons of Israel by



their fathers’ households; the total of the numbered men
of the camps by their armies, 603,550. 2:33 The Levites,
however, were not numbered among the sons of Israel,
just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 2:34 Thus the
sons of Israel did; according to all that the Lord com-
manded Moses, so they camped by their standards, and
so they set out, every one by his family according to his
father's household. (NASB)

The opening chapters in Parashat Bamidbar (Bamidbar / Numbers
2) describe Judah as the most honored of all the tribes by giving them
the right to camp near the gate of the King of the universe. When
considering the reason why the Lord chose Judah, the rabbis connect

Judah to a man by the name of 271°7¥ 12 1YW11 (Nachshon son of Am-

minadav) who jumped into the Red Sea (710 Q) to prove his faith in
the God of Israel. The desperate situation the Children of Israel were
in, the Rabbis focus upon the kind of faith Nahshon son of Amminadav
had in being the first to leap into the waters and thereby demonstrating
his faith. When it comes to the life of a believer, of being silent and lis-
tening, reading God’s Word, humbling ourselves, praying, and hearing
from the Lord, at times the Spirit speaks asking us to move forward just
as we are reading here in Parashat Beshalach. When the Spirit speaks
leading us to move forward to do what He is asking us to do, sometimes
that can be very scary. The spiritual principle that we are being taught
here is that it is when we step out in faith, not knowing what is going to
happen, it is then the Lord moves powerfully in our lives. This is how
I have seen the Lord move powerfully in my own life and relationship
with the Lord. How about you? Have you experienced the Lord doing
this for you too?

A survey of the Scriptures for verses that mention the name of =711

2721V 12 N (Nachshon son of Amminadav) reveal seven references
to his name:
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n
Shemot / Exodus 6:23
(23) Aaron took to wife Elisheba, daughter of Ammina-
dav and sister of Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab and
Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.

TN 272
TPRYTIR 1Y AP ()
Bamidbar / Numbers 1:7
(7) From Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadav.
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Bamidbar / Numbers 2:3
(3) Camped on the front, or east side: the standard of
the division of Judah, troop by troop. Chieftain of the
Judites: Nahshon son of Amminadav.
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Bamidbar / Numbers 7:12
(12) The one who presented his offering on the first day
was Nahshon son of Amminadav of the tribe of Judah.
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Bamidbar / Numbers 10:14
(14) the first standard to set out, troop by troop, was
the division of Judah. In command of its troops was
Nahshon son of Amminadav,

2/75-11173:17 M9
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Ruth 4:18-22
(18) This is the line of Perez: Perez begot Hezron, (19)
Hezron begot Ram, Ram begot Ammi-nadab, (20) Am-
minadav begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot Salmon, (21)
Salmon begot Boaz, Boaz begot Obed, (22) Obed begot
Jesse, and Jesse begot David.

™2 R QAT 9N
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T
1 Chronicles 2:10
(10) Ram begot Amminadav, and Amminadav begot
Nahshon, prince of the sons of Judah.

There are very few verses which mention Nahshon and nowhere do the
Scriptures direct us to the idea of Nahshon being a man of faith that
lead Judah into the sea as the rabbis describe him. The Torah context
speaks of the nation of Israel waiting all night before moving forward
as the Torah says in Shemot / Exodus 14:21 Then Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back
with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were
divided (NASB). Note that in the book of Joshua, and in the case of
Elisha the waters are described as dividing immediately and their hav-
ing walked across on dry ground. If the people had obeyed the Lord to
move into the sea, the waters would have divided and they could have
gone immediately across the Red Sea rather than having to wait all
night long. Stepping out in faith would have facilitated a great miracle
immediately, as opposed to sitting back and waiting as the Torah de-
scribes they did.

The rabbis focus upon the faith of Nahshon and the house of Judah.
Let’s look a little closer at what the rabbis say beginning with Midrash
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Tanchuma Pekudei 2:3.

Midrash Tanchuma Pekudei 2:3

R. Jacob the son of Issi asked: Why does it say, I love
the habitation of Thy house, and the place where Thy
glory dwelleth? Because the Tabernacle is equal to the
creation of the world itself. How is that so? Concerning
the first day, it is written: In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1), and it is written
elsewhere: Who stretched out the heavens like a curtain
(Ps. 104:2), and concerning the Tabernacle it is writ-
ten: And thou shalt make curtains of goats’ hair (Exod.
26:7). About the second day of creation it states: Let
there be a firmament and divide between them, and let
it divide the waters from the waters (Gen. 1:6). About
the Tabernacle it is written: And the veil shall divide
between you (Exod. 26:33). With regard to the third day
it states: Let the waters under the heavens be gathered
(Gen. 1:9). With reference to the Tabernacle it is writ-
ten: Thou shalt also make a laver of brass ... and thou
shalt put water therein (Exod. 30:18). On the fourth day
he created light, as is stated: Let there be lights in the
Sfirmament of heaven (Gen. 1:14), and concerning the
Tabernacle it is said: And thou shalt make a candlestick
of pure gold (Exod. 25:31). On the fifth day He created
birds, as it is said: Let the waters swarm with swarms
of living creatures, and let the fowl fly above the earth
(Gen. 1:20), and with reference to the Tabernacle. He
directed them to offer sacrifices of lambs and birds, and
it says as well: And the cherubim shall spread out their
wings on high (Exod. 25:20). On the sixth day he creat-
ed man, as it is said: And God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He created him (Gen. 1:27),
and about the Tabernacle it is written: A man who is
a high priest who has been anointed to serve and to
minister before God.3 On the seventh day The heaven
and the earth were finished (Gen. 2:1), and with regard



to the Tabernacle it is written: Thus was completed all
the work of the Tabernacle (Exod. 39:32). Concerning
the creation of the world it is written: And God blessed
(Num. 2:3), and of the Tabernacle it is said: And Moses
blessed them (Exod. 39:43); with regard to the creation
it is said: And God finished (Gen. 2:2), and of the Tab-
ernacle it is written: On that day Moses made an end
(Num. 7:1); of creation it says: And hallowed it (Gen.
2:2), and of the Tabernacle: And had anointed it and
sanctified it (Num. 7:1). Why is the Tabernacle equal to
heaven and earth? Because even as heaven and earth
bear witness concerning Israel, as it is written: I call
heaven and earth to witness against you this day (Deut.
30:19), so the Tabernacle bears witness in behalf of Is-
rael, as is said: These are the accounts of the Taberna-
cle, even the Tabernacle of the testimony (Exod. 38:21).
Hence it is said: Lord, I love the habitation of Thy house,
and the place where Thy glory dwelleth (Ps. 26:8).

The midrash begins by comparing the Tabernacle of God to the cre-
ation days and relates this to the tribe of Judah. They say “the Taber-
nacle is equal to the creation of the world itself.” The Tabernacle is
paralleled to the creation events (days) and each part of the Tabernacle
(Mishkhan), the instruments in the sacrificial service, and the sacrifices
themselves are paralleled to the individual days. The reason the Taber-
nacle is equal to the creation of the world, is because the creation bears
witness of God’s creative hand, the heavens and the earth also bear
witness concerning Israel (Parashat Haazinu) and the parallel is the
Tabernacle bears witness on behalf of Israel and her righteous works.
The Tabernacle bears the testimony of God, and likewise our lives, as
the children of God we bear the testimony of God when we humble our
lives before Him to obey His commands.

Many places in the Talmud mention 1Y111. The specific Sugya (710
°}) that lists the sources connecting 1111 to the occurrence at NY>7
MO O’ are from the Talmud Bavli Sota 37a.
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Talmud Bavli Sotah 37a:3

jumped the prince of Judah, Nahshon ben Amminadab,
and descended into the sea first, accompanied by his
entire tribe, as it is stated: “Ephraim surrounds Me with
lies and the house of Israel with...Rabbi Yehuda said to
Rabbi Meir: That is not how the incident took place.
Rather, this tribe said: I am not going into the sea firsi,

and that tribe said: I am not going into the sea first.
Then, in

Talmud Bavli Sotah 37a:6

For this reason, because Nahshon and the tribe of Ju-
dah went into the sea first, the tribe of Judah merited to
govern Israel, as it is stated: “Judah became His sanc-
tuary, Israel His dominion. The... sea saw it and fled”
(Psalms 114:2-3). The baraita interprets the verses in
this manner: What is the reason that Judah became His
sanctuary and Israel came under His dominion? It is
because “the sea saw it and fled.”

The Talmud describes the prince of Judah (Nahshon) as being the first
to descend into the sea which was then accompanied by all of the tribe
of Judah. One man led many men in righteousness and faith into the
sea believing in the Word of the Lord by “moving forward.” The rab-
bis say that the tribes argued about not going into the sea first, and for
this reason Nahshon and his entire tribe decided to go. It was for this
reason Judah had merited ruling over Israel and why Judah became
God’s sanctuary. The sea fled because of their faith in the Lord God of
Israel. What this teaches is the kind of faith we should have as the chil-
dren of God. Yeshua said Matthew 17:20 And He said to them, “Be-
cause of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have
faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move
from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to
you. (NASB) Was this the kind of faith Yeshua was thinking of when he
explained to his disciples on the mustard seed and the mountain? Did
the faith of Nahshon influence Yeshua’s understanding of faith and this
important principle of being faithful to the Lord, believing, and nothing
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being impossible?
This seems to be consistent with what we read from the Mishnah
Pirkei Avot 5:18.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 5:18

Anyone who brings merit to the many, sin does not re-
sult from him. And anyone who brings the many to sin
is not given enough [time] to repent. Moshe -- who was
meritorious and brought merit to the many, the merit of
the many is appended to him, as it is stated (Deuteron-
omy 33:21), “He fulfilled the righteousness of God and
His statutes with Israel.” Jeroboam -- who sinned and
caused the many to sin, the sin of the many is appended
to him, as it is stated (I Kings 15:30), ‘‘for the sins of Je-
roboam that he sinned and that he caused Israel to sin.”

The Mishnah teaches of one who brings merit to many by demonstrat-
ing the way of righteousness by believing in God’s Word by faith and
acting upon one’s faith. This speaks of leading and teaching many
in the righteous way of God as opposed to leading many to sin. Note

how the Lord God of Israel Himself expected 7R °32 (the sons of
Israel) to go forward by taking a leap of faith. (Shemot / Exodus 14.13-
14, (13) But Moses said to the people, “Have no fear! Stand by, and
witness the deliverance which the LORD will work for you today, for
the Egyptians whom you see today you will never see again. (14) The
LORD will battle for you, you hold your peace!” Reading all of The
Talmud Bavli Sota 37a, the conclusion is “He replied to him, Speak
unto the children of Israel that they go forward. And lift thou up thy
rod, and stretch out thy hand etc. For that reason Yehuda was worthy
to be made the ruling power in Israel, as it is said, Yehuda became His
sanctuary, Israel His dominion (the Temple was in the kingdom of Ye-
huda. ‘His dominion’is understood as Yehuda's rule over Israel). Why
did Yehuda become His sanctuary and Israel His dominion? Because
the sea saw [him] and fled...” These rabbinic conclusions drive for-
ward the idea on the importance of faithfulness where Nachshon ben
Amminadav jumped (into the Red Sea), and his tribe followed him into
the sea. The concept of meriting the kingdom is related to being obedi-
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ent and receiving the blessing of God, a Torah principle laid out in the
book of Deuteronomy. These things are paralleled to our taking a leap
of faith and the Lord moving powerfully in our lives.

Considering all of these things, what are the Who, What, When,
Where, and Why for taking a leap of faith like Nahshon?

1. His name, he is remembered for all of time because he

Jjumped into the waves of the ocean (2°2 W) [Found
in Midrash Rabbah on Shemot / Exodus]

2. The rabbis say he merited having five incredible descen-
dants: David, Daniel, Chananiya, Mishael and Azari-
vah [Found in Midrash Rabbah on Shemot / Exodus]
This suggests the Lord increases our children because
of our faithfulness to Him and His word.

3. His faith led to being given the kingship of the sons of
Israel and of His tribe (Judah).

4. The rabbis say it is because of Nahshon's faithfulness
the Messiah will come from his descendants [Midrash
Rabbah Bamidbar 8:11] note this is true based upon the
NT account in Matthew 1:4 and Luke 3:32-33.

5. Nachshon was also the first of the Nisi’im to bring a
korban (sacrifice) in the Mishkan [Bamidbar / Numbers
7:12] His faithfulness is illustrated in being the first to

bring a korban.

6. He is considered one of the 70 zekeinim suggesting there
is a hidden meaning in what he did. The very thing we
are discussing today.

These six qualities are something all of us should aspire for in our
lives. Why Hashem did not include more discussion in the Scriptures
on Nachshon remains a mystery, but one thing is for certain, the reason
may be designed for us to seek and find the hidden meaning behind a
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life of faithfulness and not being afraid to take a leap of faith in our
walk with God. Sometimes the outcome of a Scripture appears to be
uncertain. However, with the proper level of faith and perseverance in
the study of God’s Word one can gain clarity in what the Lord is want-
ing to teach us. The children of Israel saw the Red Sea as an impossible
barrier to pass while Nahshon had faith to move forward as the Lord
wanted in his life. What this teaches us is that it may feel as though
stating one’s faith in the midst of a crowd is a fearful thing and that
it would be better to remain silent than to make known one’s beliefs
about God and His Messiah Yeshua. The Lord however wants us to
make that leap of faith. The opening chapters in Parashat Bamidbar
(Bamidbar / Numbers 2) describe Judah as the most honored of all the
tribes by giving them the right to camp near the gate of the King of
the universe because of their faith. Our faith draws us nearer to the

Lord. The rabbis say this right was given because of 271°1¥ 12 1YWl

(Nachshon son of Amminadav) who jumped into the Red Sea (10 D)
to prove his faith in the God of Israel. Israel demonstrated a lack of
faith by waiting all night long before moving forward in faith into the
Red Sea(Shemot / Exodus 14:21). The Lord calls us to have the kind
of faith Nahshon son of Amminadav had in being the first to leap into
the waters and thereby demonstrating our faith in the Word of the Lord.
When it comes to the life of a believer, we are not called to be silent.
We are called to make known our faith and to lead others to know the
Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua. When the Spirit speaks
asking us to move forward just as we are reading here in Parashat Be-
shalach and Parashat Bamidbar, we are to do what He is asking us to
do. When we “move forward” we can expect the Lord to work in pow-
erful and mighty ways. Just as Yeshua explained regarding the mustard
seed and faith in Matthew 17:20 ... for truly I say to you, if you have
faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move
from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to
you. (NASB) This spiritual principle that we are being taught is that it
is when we step out in faith, not knowing what is going to happen, it is
then the Lord will move powerfully in our lives. If the Spirit is calling
you to do something, do not hesitate, for the Lord will work in power-
fully and mightily on your behalf!
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