
1

— Tehillim / Psalms 109 | — TehihliT /  —

Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry

Tehillim / Psalms 109 | ספר תהילים קט
MATSATI.COMTMinistryT| http://www.matsati.com 

The Principle on which the Lord God Rules over this World

T InTthisTweek’sTstudyTfromTTehillim / Psalms 109:1-31,TtheTPsalmTopensTsaying,T ֹמִזְמוTדָוִדiְTַמְנַצֵּחiַTTTא 
 ,O God of my praise 109:1 אֱלlִiְThlֵֹלThiִָּאiַ-תֶּחֱַ שׁ:TבTTTכTh/ִThִָּ שָׁעTוִּ/h-מְִ מTlָעThiַָפiָָּחוTּדִּבְּ וTּאִתiְThִּשׁוֹןTשֶָׁ  :
Do not be silent! 109:2 For they have opened the wicked and deceitful mouth against me; They have spo-
ken against me with a lying tongue. (NASB)TTTheTenemyTseeksTtoTdestroyTusingTfalseTinformation.TDavidT
continuesTinThisTpsalmTsaying,TlT:lָּל/ִiְThִוַאֲנThִנוּנ—ְ נְאTlְָ בָבוּנThִוַיִּלָּחֲמוּנThִחִנT:eָּדTTTתַּחiַ-אlֲַבhִThiִָשְֹ    גTTTוְדִבְֵ Thשִֹ
:hiִָבlֲַאTiַתַּחTlָנְא hמוTּעThiַָָ עTlָתַּחTiַ—וֹבTlָוְשִֹ  ,They have also surrounded me with words of hatred 109:3 וַיָּשִֹ
And fought against me without cause. 109:4 In return for my love they act as my accusers; But I am in 
prayer. 109:5 Thus they have repaid me evil for good And hatred for my love. (NASB)  DavidTspeaksTofTtheT
wickedTman,TthatThisTprayerTbecomeTsinT(109:7),T109:9 Let his children be fatherless And his wife a widow. 
(NASB),TwhereThisTchildrenTwillTwanderTaboutTandTbegT(109:10).TTHeTgoesTonTtoTspeakTofTtheTmanTwillTseeT
financialTruinT(109:11),TandTnoneTofTGod’sTlovingkindnessT(mercy,TChesed)TwouldTbeTgivenTtoThimT(109:12).TT
HeTspeaksTofTtheTreversalTofTblessing,T(109:13)TandTheTsaysT109:14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remem-
bered before the Lord, And do not let the sin of his mother be blotted out. (NASB)TTTheirTiniquityTisTsoTgreat,T
DavidTspeaksTofTtheirTmemoryTbeingTcutToffTforeverT(109:15),TandTtheTreasonTbeing,TheTpersecutedTtheTneedyT
(109:16),TevenTputtingTthemTtoTdeath.T THeTlovedTcursing,T(109:17)TheTdidTnotTdelightTinTblessing,TinTfact,T
heTclothedThimselfTinTcursing.T(109:18)TTDoTyouTknowTanyoneTthatTdoesTorTbehavesTlikeTthis?TTDavidTsays,T
109:20 Let this be the reward of my accusers from the Lord, And of those who speak evil against my soul. 
109:21 But You, O God, the Lord, deal kindly with me for Your name’s sake; Because Your lovingkindness 
is good, deliver me; (NASB)TTDavidTspeaksTofThisTownTafflictedTheartT(109:22),TtheTweaknessTofThisTbodyT
(109:24),TandThowTheThasTbecomeTaTreproachTtoTtheTwickedT(109:25).TTTheTpsalmTconcludesTsaying,T109:26 
Help me, O Lord my God; Save me according to Your lovingkindness. 109:27 And let them know that this 
is Your hand; You, Lord, have done it. 109:28 Let them curse, but You bless; When they arise, they shall be 
ashamed, But Your servant shall be glad. 109:29 Let my accusers be clothed with dishonor, And let them 
cover themselves with their own shame as with a robe. 109:30 With my mouth I will give thanks abundantly 
to the Lord; And in the midst of many I will praise Him. 109:31 For He stands at the right hand of the needy, 
To save him from those who judge his soul. (NASB)TTDavidTspeaksTofTtheTmercyTofTtheTLordTtoTsaveThisTpeo-
ple,TespeciallyTthoseTwhoTareTinTgreatTsufferingTandTneed.TT

Aramaic               ελληνικός      Greek         ארמי                  Hebrew       עברית        
ספר תהלים פרק קט

hlֵֹאֱל T ֹמִזְמו Tדָוִדiְ Tַמְנַצֵּחiַ T T Tא 
h/ִ Thִּכ T T Tב T:ׁתֶּחֱַ ש-iַא Thiִָּלlִiְ 
דִּבְּ וּ Tּחוiָָּפ Thiַָע Tlָמְִ מ-h/ִּו Tשָׁע ָ 
lָנְא  אִתiְThִּשׁוֹןTשֶָׁ  :TגTTTוְדִבְֵ Thשִֹ
-iַתַּחTTTדT:eָּחִנThִוַיִּלָּחֲמוּנThִבָבוּנ ְ
l T:lָּל/ִiְ Thִוַאֲנ Thִנוּנ—ְ hִשְֹ Thiִָבlֲַא   
hמוTּעThiַָָ עTlָתַּחTiַ—וֹבTlָוְשִֹ -וַיָּשִֹ

:hiִָבlֲַאTiַתַּחTlָנְא 

סםר טוביה פרק קט
iושבחא Tדוד Tדh Tiע Tשבחאi T Tא 
ב T Tו ׃iשi Tאi Thiשבח Tehliא  
hדנ Tו/ומא Tשעאh ד Tומא/ Teא ו-
hiשן Thעמ Tוihiמ Tחוi/ Thiע Tאiכ 
hihTחז וTאiנו ThiiוממTTגTTדש  ׃ 
hח ThדTףiחTTדTTמגן׃ThעמTחוhואג-
 מוTih —נוThiTואנאTאצhi׃TTlTTושוון
-עThiבhשiאTחiףT—באTו נihאTוש

נאiאTחiףTד חhמih׃

ΨΑΛΜΟΙ 109
109:1T[ToTtheTchiefTMusician,TATPsalmTofTDa-
vid.]THoldTnotTthyTpeace,TOTGodTofTmyTpraise;T
109:2T ForT theTmouthT ofT theT wickedT andT theT
mouthT ofT theT deceitfulT areT openedT againstT
me:TtheyThaveTspokenTagainstTmeTwithTaTlyingT
tongue.T109:3TTheyTcompassedTmeTaboutTalsoT
withTwordsTofThatred;TandTfoughtTagainstTmeT
withoutTaTcause.T109:4TForTmyTloveT theyTareT
myTadversaries:TbutTITgiveTmyselfTuntoTprayer.T
109:5TAndT theyT haveT rewardedT meT evilT forT
good,TandThatredTforTmyTlove.T109:6TSetTthouT
aTwickedTmanToverThim:TandTletTSatanTstandTatT
hisTrightThand.T
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-iַעTעֲמֹדhַTן—ָ וlַTTTְ/ֵ דTעhiָָוTָ שָׁעTוְשָֹ
 hְמhִנוֹ:TזTTTבlְִּשְָּׁ/—וhֵTֹצֵאTָ שָׁעTוiְִּ/לiָּוֹ
ehִּמְעַטTוhָמhָ-ּוhlְhִTTTחT:lָחֲָ—אiַTlhֶlְִּת 
-פְֻּ דiָּוhִTֹקַּחTאַחֵ :hlְhִTTT—Tוּ-בָנhָוihְTוֹ
hָנוּעוּ Tַוְנוֹע T T Th T:lָמָנiְַא Tֹוְאִשְׁתּו Tehִמ 
:elֶhiֵֹמֵחְָ בו Tּוְדְָ שׁו Tּוiֵוְשִׁא Tוhָבָנ 
-hאhְTTTנַקֵּשTׁנוֹשiְTlֶׁכiָ-אֲשֶׁ -iוTֹוhְָבֹ
 זּוTּזִָ hְTehגhִעוֹ:hTבTTTאi-hlִhְ-iַוTֹמשֵׁךְ
-hlִhְTTTגhT:וhָוֹמihiִTחוֹנֵןThlִhְ-iַוְאTחֶָ ד
hִמַּח T ֵאַח T ֹבְּדו Tih ְִכlַiְ Tֹוih ֲִאַח 
lָוlֹhְ-iֶאTוhiָֹאֲבTעֲוֹןT|T ֵזָּכhִTTTדhT:eָשְׁמ 
וְחַטַּאTiאִמּוTֹאiַ-תִּמָּח:T—וhlְhִTTTוTּנֶגֶד-
זִכְָ T:e—ז Tמֵאֶֶ ץ Ti ְֵכhְַו Tדhִתָּמ Tlָוlֹhְ   
 hַעַןTאֲשֶׁ iT|TאTֹזָכַ TעֲשֹוTiֹחֶָ דTוַיְִּ דֹּף
:iiֵֹמוiְTבָבiֵTlֵוְנִכְאTוֹןhְוְאֶבThִשׁ-עָנhִא 
 hזTTTוַיֶּאlֱַבTliָiָ ְTוַתְּבוֹאlֵוTּוiְאֹ-חֵָ/ץ
וַיiְִּבַּשׁ T T Tחh T:ּמִמֶּנּו T ַוַתְִּ ח Tlָבִּבְָ כ 
-ְ TliָiָכְּמַדּוTֹוַתָּבאTֹכַמTehִַּבְִּ ְ בּוTֹוְכַ
כְּבֶגֶד Tֹוi-hlְִּתT T T—hT:וhiָֹבְּעַצְמו Tשֶּׁמֶן 
iֹזאTTTכT:lָ ְֶּחְגhַTדhִתָּמTמֵזַחiְּוTl—ְֶעhַ 
 פְּעֻלTiַּשְֹ—נThַמֵאlֹhְTiֵוTlָוlְַדֹּבְִ Tehָ ע
hָאֲדֹנ Tlִוlhְ T| Tlָּוְאַת T T Tכא T:hִׁנְַ/ש-iַע 
l-אִתiְThִּמַעַןTשְׁמֶךTָכhִּ-—וֹבTחְַ דְּךָ  עֲשֵֹ
hִאָנֹכ Tוֹןhְוְאֶב Thִעָנ-hִּכ T T Tכב T:hִנiֵhִּצlַ 
 וiְִבThִּחTiiַָבְִּ ְ בT:hִּכגTTTכְּצTiֵכִּנְ—וiֹוֹ
hַּבְִּ כTTTכדT:lֶּכָּאְַ בThִּנִנְעְַ תThִּכְתiָlֱֶנ 
lכT:מִשָּׁמֶןTׁכָּחַשTh ִ    כָּשiְׁוTּמִצּוTeֹוּבְשָֹ
hִנhְThִאוּנ ְhִTelֶiָTlָּחְֶ פThiִhhִlָT|Thִוַאֲנ-
hlָֹאֱל Tlָוlֹhְ Thִעָזְֵ נ T T Tכו T:eָׁאֹש Tעוּן 
 lוֹשhִׁעֵנThִכְחְַ דֶּךָ:TכזTTTוhְֵדְעוTּכhָ-hִּדְךָ
iָhהּ:Tכחiiְ ַhְTTTוּ  זּאTiֹאַתlֹhְTlָּוTlָעֲשִֹ
-lֵמTlָּוְאַתiְTlָּבֵָ ךTְָ מוT|TּוַיֵּבשׁוTּוְעַבְ
lָּמiְִּכThַשֹוְֹ—נTּבְּשׁוiְhִTTT—כT:מָח  דְּךhִTָשְֹ
lָוlֹhְTlֶאוֹדTTTiT:eָּבָּשְׁתTihִכַמְעTּעֲ—וhְַו 
אiֶiְlֲַנּוּ:iTא Tehִּב ַ TְוֹךiְוּבTh/ְִּב Tמְאֹד   
מִשֹּׁ Tַעhִׁוֹשliְ Tוֹןhְאֶב Tןhִמhiִ Tעֲמֹדhַ-hִּכ-

 ְ/ֵ—Thנְַ/שׁוֹ:

iעTeו h Tנא—h ו Tעאhש Thוiע T א עT Tו 
lhiוiוצTבhhחT ו/hTlhנhhדhבאTTזTT׃lhנhמh 
 iThliחובiא׃TTחlhTTוןhTומוhihi ThןTמנhhן
-שנוTi hhThאוח ן׃lhTT—TTוןTבנוihThמThוא
i—i—hון Tאi—i—ומ T Th T Tא׃iiא מ Tlhii 
צדlihון׃ Tiוl Tlמ Tבעוןhו Tוןiשאhו Thבנו  
נו Tבזוןhו Tlhihד Tiכi Tמוזו/א Tגבבh T Tאh-
נגhד Tlhi Thlh Tאi T Tבh T T׃lhiעוhi Tןhכ א 
hג T T׃hמוih TiעT hhחTlhiThlh Tאiו Tח דא  
 Thlh ו/iTlhאhשiצhhאTבד Tאוח ןTחו ן
hוilאבTihhעו T hדכh Tדh T Tון׃lשמTמחih 
   דlhTeוTlוחובTiאמiTlhאiiTמחh׃TT—ו
hצhשhוTא hדiTlוlhדTמ אhמTihב Tןhווlh 
 מא עאTדכ נlhון׃TT—זTTמ—וTiדiאTאhדכ 
וחשוכא Tאhענ T גב Tףhו ד Tבוh— Tמעבדi 
 ומכhךiTבאiTאi— iא׃hTTזTTו חiTehו—א
 iואTאiבב כThע ihאTאiוTlhiTihiוא-
-ח Tiמhנlh׃hTTחTTוiבשiTוו—אhlTךiTבו
 שאTועhlTiiךTמhאTבגושמTlhוhlךTמשחא
iבושא Tךhl Tlhi Thוli T T—h T T׃hב וhבא 
TכTTדא T׃lנhז זh Tא hדiT מו iוTע—ףih 
 עובדאTדשו—נThמןlhTוTlודמhiiןTבhשiא
hעמTעבדTlוlhTehliאTiואTTכאTT׃hנ/שTiע 
  מןTבגTiiשמךhlTךT—ובךTוח דךT/צhihTh׃
h/שThבiוTאנאTכאhוחשTאhענTeא וTTכב 
-בגווh׃TTכגhlTTךT—וiאTבצhiוTlhiאiגמ
hכוב T TכדT T׃hגובא TךhlTihih—i—אTih  
hוlמiמ Tן i/ Th  hוב Tמצומא Tוi ihא 
-/—eh׃TTכTTlואנאlTוi ThihנאliTוןhTח
hiTעוד TTכוTTון׃lhשh Tוןi—i—hThihTמון 
  lhThihוTlאThli/ ו hlThihTךTח דך׃TTכז
-וhדעוןTא וTeמחiךTדאTאנTiאlhTiוTlעב
 דli׃TTכחihTT——וןhlTנוןTאhנוןTואiTiב ך
 h ומוןTוhבilוןTועבדךhTחדh׃TTכ—ihTTבשון
lבTאihמע Tךhl Tע—/וןhו Tו/א hכ Thו—נ -
hב/ומTחדאiTlוlhThודlאThאודTTiTTון׃li 
eא ו T Tאi T T׃lhנhאשבח Tאhמhחכ Tובמצע 
hנhממדT מ/ וiTדחשוכאTנאhמhTמןTeו h 

נ/שlh׃

109:7TWhenTheTshallTbeTjudged,TletThimTbeTcon-
demned:T andT letT hisT prayerT becomeT sin.T 109:8T
LetThisTdaysTbeTfew;TandTletTanotherTtakeThisTof-
fice.T109:9TLetThisTchildrenTbeTfatherless,TandThisT
wifeT aTwidow.T109:10TLetThisT childrenTbeTcon-
tinuallyTvagabonds,TandTbeg:TletTthemTseekTtheirT
breadT alsoT outT ofT theirT desolateT places.T 109:11T
LetTtheTextortionerTcatchTallTthatTheThath;TandTletT
theTstrangersTspoilThisTlabour.T109:12TLetTthereTbeT
noneTtoTextendTmercyTuntoThim:TneitherTletTthereT
beTanyTtoTfavourThisTfatherlessTchildren.T109:13T
LetThisTposterityTbeTcutToff;TandTinTtheTgenerationT
followingT letT theirTnameTbeTblottedTout.T109:14T
LetT theT iniquityT ofT hisT fathersT beT rememberedT
withTtheTLORD;TandTletTnotTtheTsinTofThisTmoth-
erTbeTblottedTout.T109:15TLetTthemTbeTbeforeTtheT
LORDTcontinually,TthatTheTmayTcutToffTtheTmem-
oryTofTthemTfromTtheTearth.T109:16TBecauseTthatT
heTrememberedTnotTtoTshewTmercy,TbutTpersecut-
edTtheTpoorTandTneedyTman,TthatTheTmightTevenT
slayT theT brokenT inT heart.T T 109:17TAsT heT lovedT
cursing,TsoTletTitTcomeTuntoThim:TasTheTdelightedT
notTinTblessing,TsoTletTitTbeTfarTfromThim.T109:18T
AsTheTclothedThimselfTwithTcursingTlikeTasTwithT
hisTgarment,TsoTletTitTcomeTintoThisTbowelsTlikeT
water,TandTlikeToilTintoThisTbones.T109:19TLetTitTbeT
untoThimTasTtheTgarmentTwhichTcoverethThim,TandT
forTaTgirdleTwherewithTheTisTgirdedTcontinually.T
109:20TLetTthisTbeTtheTrewardTofTmineTadversar-
iesTfromTtheTLORD,TandTofTthemTthatTspeakTevilT
againstTmyTsoul.T109:21TButTdoTthouTforTme,TOT
GODTtheTLord,TforTthyTname’sTsake:TbecauseTthyT
mercyTisTgood,TdeliverTthouTme.T109:22TForTITamT
poorTandTneedy,TandTmyTheartTisTwoundedTwithinT
me.T109:23TITamTgoneTlikeT theTshadowTwhenTitT
declineth:TITamTtossedTupTandTdownTasTtheTlocust.T
109:24TMyTkneesTareTweakTthroughTfasting;TandT
myTfleshTfailethTofTfatness.T109:25TITbecameTalsoT
aT reproachT untoT them:TwhenT theyT lookedT uponT
meT theyT shakedT theirT heads.T 109:26T HelpT me,T
OTLORDTmyTGod:TOTsaveTmeTaccordingTtoTthyT
mercy:T109:27TThatTtheyTmayTknowTthatTthisTisT
thyThand;TthatTthou,TLORD,ThastTdoneTit.T109:28T
LetTthemTcurse,TbutTblessTthou:TwhenTtheyTarise,T
letTthemTbeTashamed;TbutTletTthyTservantTrejoice.T
109:29T LetT mineT adversariesT beT clothedT withT
shame,TandTletTthemTcoverTthemselvesTwithTtheirT
ownTconfusion,TasTwithTaTmantle.T109:30TITwillT
greatlyT praiseT theTLORDTwithTmyTmouth;T yea,T
ITwillT praiseT himT amongT theTmultitude.T 109:31T
ForTheTshallTstandTatTtheTrightThandTofTtheTpoor,T
toTsaveThimTfromTthoseTthatTcondemnThisTsoul.
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Tehillim / Psalms 109
109:1T OT GodT ofT myT praise,T DoT
notTbeTsilent!T109:2TForTtheyThaveT
openedT theTwickedT andT deceitfulT
mouthT againstT me;T TheyT haveT
spokenT againstT meT withT aT lyingT
tongue.T109:3TTheyThaveTalsoTsur-
roundedTmeTwithTwordsTofThatred,T
AndT foughtT againstT meT withoutT
cause.T109:4TInTreturnTforTmyTloveT
theyTactTasTmyTaccusers;TButTITamT
inT prayer.T 109:5T ThusT theyT haveT
repaidTmeTevilT forTgoodTAndTha-
tredT forTmyT love.T 109:6TAppointT
aT wickedT manT overT him,T AndT
letT anT accuserT standT atT hisT rightT
hand.T 109:7TWhenT heT isT judged,T
letThimTcomeTforthTguilty,TAndTletT
hisTprayerTbecomeTsin.T109:8TLetT
hisTdaysTbeTfew;TLetTanotherTtakeT
hisToffice.T109:9TLetThisTchildrenT
beTfatherlessTAndThisTwifeTaTwid-
ow.T109:10TLetThisTchildrenTwan-
derTaboutTandTbeg;TAndT letT themT
seekT sustenanceT farT fromT theirT
ruinedT homes.T 109:11T LetT theT
creditorTseizeTallTthatTheThas,TAndT
letT strangersT plunderT theT productT
ofThisT labor.T109:12TLetT thereTbeT
noneTtoTextendTlovingkindnessTtoT
him,TNorTanyTtoTbeTgraciousTtoThisT
fatherlessTchildren.T109:13TLetThisT
posterityTbeTcutToff;TInTaTfollowingT
generationTletTtheirTnameTbeTblot-
tedTout.T109:14TLetTtheTiniquityTofT
hisTfathersTbeTrememberedTbeforeT
theTLord,TAndTdoTnotTletTtheTsinTofT
hisTmotherTbeTblottedTout.T109:15T
LetTthemTbeTbeforeTtheTLordTcon-
tinually,TThatTHeTmayTcutToffTtheirT
memoryTfromTtheTearth;T(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 109
109:1T ForT praise,T composedT byT Da-
vid;T aT psalm.TOTGod,TmyTpraise,T doT
notTbeTsilent.T109:2TForTtheTmouthTofT
wickednessT andT theTmouthTofT deceitT
areTopenTagainstTme,T theyThaveTspo-
kenT withT meT [with]T aT lyingT tongue.T
109:3T AndT thoseT whoT speakT hatredT
haveT surroundedT me,T andT foughtT
againstT meT forT noT cause.T 109:4T Be-
causeTIThaveTloved,TtheyTopposedTme;T
butTITwillTpray.T109:5TAndTtheyTgaveT
meT evilT forT good,T andT hatredTwhereT
IThadTgivenTlove.T109:6TAppointToverT
himT aTwickedTman,T andTmayT anT ad-
versaryTstandTatThisTrightThand.T109:7T
WhenTheTisTjudged,TletThimTcomeToutT
aTsinner,TandTmayThisTprayerTbecomeT
anTactTofTsin.T109:8TMayThisTdaysTbeT
few,T mayT anotherT inheritT theT num-
berTofThisTyears.T109:9TMayThisTsonsT
beT orphans,T andT hisT wifeT aT widow.T
109:10TAndT mayT hisT sonsT yetT wan-
der,TandTbeg,TandTseekTwhatThasTbe-
comeT theirT wasteland.T 109:11T MayT
theTcreditorTgatherTupTallT thatT isThis,T
andT mayT strangersT plunderT hisT toil.T
109:12TMayTheThaveTnoneT toTextendT
kindness,T andTmayT heT haveT noneT toT
pityThisTorphans.T109:13TMayThisTendT
beTdestruction;TmayTtheirTnameTbeTef-
facedT inT theTnextTgeneration.T109:14T
MayT theT iniquityT ofT hisT fathersT beT
rememberedT inT theT presenceT ofT theT
Lord;TandTmayThisTmother’sTguiltTnotT
beTeffaced.T109:15TMayTtheyTbeTfac-
ingT theT decreeT ofT theT LordT always;T
andT mayT theirT memoryT perishT fromT
theTearth.T109:16TBecauseTheTdidTnotT
rememberTtoTdoTgood,TandTpersecutesT
theTpoorTandTneedyTman,TandTtheTlow-
lyTofTheart,TtoTbeTslain.T109:17TAndTheT
lovesTcursing,TandTitTcameTtoThim;TandT
heTtookTnoTpleasureTinTblessing,TandTitT
wasTfarTfromThim.T(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 109
ForTtheTend,TaTPsalmTofTDavid.T109:1T
OTGod,T passT notT overTmyT praiseT inT
silence;T 109:2T forT theTmouthT ofT theT
sinnerT andT theT mouthT ofT theT craftyT
manT haveT beenT openedT againstTme:T
theyThaveTspokenTagainstTmeTwithTaT
craftyT tongue.T 109:3TAndT theyT haveT
compassedT meT withT wordsT ofT ha-
tred;T andT foughtT againstTmeTwithoutT
aTcause.T109:4TInsteadTofTlovingTme,T
theyT falselyT accusedTme:T butT IT con-
tinuedT toT pray.T 109:5T AndT theyT re-
wardedTmeTevilTforTgood,TandThatredT
forTmyTlove.T109:6TSetTthouTaTsinnerT
againstT him;T andT letT theT devilT standT
atThisT rightThand.T109:7TWhenTheT isT
judged,TletThimTgoTforthTcondemned:T
andTletThisTprayerTbecomeTsin.T109:8T
LetThisTdaysTbeTfew:TandTletTanotherT
takeThisTofficeTofToverseer.T109:9TLetT
hisTchildrenTbeTorphans,TandThisTwifeT
aT widow.T 109:10T LetT hisT childrenT
wanderT withoutT aT dwelling-place,T
andTbeg:TletTthemTbeTcastToutTofTtheirT
habitations.T 109:11T LetT hisT creditorT
exactTallTthatTbelongsTtoThim:TandTletT
strangersT spoilT hisT labours.T 109:12T
LetT himT haveT noT helper;T neitherT letT
thereTbeTanyToneTtoThaveTcompassionT
onT hisT fatherlessT children.T 109:13T
LetThisTchildrenTbeTgivenTupTtoTutterT
destruction:TinToneTgenerationTletThisT
nameTbeTblottedTout.T109:14TLetT theT
iniquityTofThisTfathersTbeTrememberedT
beforeTtheTLord;TandTletTnotTtheTsinTofT
hisTmotherTbeTblottedTout.T109:15TLetT
themTbeTbeforeTtheTLordTcontinually;T
andTletTtheirTmemorialTbeTblottedToutT
fromT theT earth.T 109:16T BecauseT heT
rememberedTnotT toTshewTmercy,TbutT
persecutedTtheTneedyTandTpoorTman,T
andTthatTtoTslayThimTthatTwasTprickedT
inTtheTheart.T(LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 109
109:16T BecauseT heT didT notT remem-
berT toT showT lovingkindness,TButT per-
secutedT theT afflictedT andT needyT man,T
AndT theT despondentT inT heart,T toT putT
themT toT death.T 109:17THeT alsoT lovedT
cursing,T soT itT cameT toT him;T AndT heT
didT notT delightT inT blessing,T soT itTwasT
farT fromT him.T 109:18T ButT heT clothedT
himselfTwithT cursingT asTwithT hisT gar-
ment,T AndT itT enteredT intoT hisT bodyT
likeTwaterTAndTlikeToilTintoThisTbones.T
109:19TLetT itTbeT toThimTasTaTgarmentT
withTwhichTheTcoversThimself,TAndTforT
aTbeltTwithTwhichTheTconstantlyTgirdsT
himself.T109:20TLetTthisTbeTtheTrewardT
ofTmyTaccusersTfromTtheTLord,TAndTofT
thoseTwhoTspeakTevilTagainstTmyTsoul.T
109:21TButTYou,TOTGod,TtheTLord,TdealT
kindlyTwithTmeTforTYourTname’sTsake;T
BecauseTYourTlovingkindnessTisTgood,T
deliverTme;T109:22TForT IT amTafflictedT
andTneedy,TAndTmyTheartT isTwoundedT
withinT me.T 109:23T IT amT passingT likeT
aT shadowT whenT itT lengthens;T IT amT
shakenToffTlikeTtheTlocust.T109:24TMyT
kneesTareTweakTfromTfasting,TAndTmyT
fleshThasTgrownTlean,TwithoutTfatness.T
109:25TITalsoThaveTbecomeTaTreproachT
toTthem;TWhenTtheyTseeTme,TtheyTwagT
theirT head.T 109:26T HelpT me,T OT LordT
myTGod;T SaveTmeT accordingT toTYourT
lovingkindness.T 109:27TAndT letT themT
knowTthatTthisTisTYourThand;TYou,TLord,T
haveT doneT it.T 109:28TLetT themT curse,T
butTYouT bless;TWhenT theyT arise,T theyT
shallT beT ashamed,T ButT YourT servantT
shallT beT glad.T 109:29T LetT myT accus-
ersTbeTclothedTwithTdishonor,TAndT letT
themTcoverTthemselvesTwithTtheirTownT
shameTasTwithTaTrobe.T109:30TWithTmyT
mouthTITwillTgiveTthanksTabundantlyTtoT
theTLord;TAndTinTtheTmidstTofTmanyTIT
willTpraiseTHim.T109:31TForTHeTstandsT
atTtheTrightThandTofTtheTneedy,TToTsaveT
himT fromT thoseT whoT judgeT hisT soul.T
(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 109
109:18TAndT heT woreT cursingT likeT aT
garment,TandTitTenteredThisTbodyTlikeT
water,T andTwasT likeToilT toThisT limbs.T
109:19TMayT itT beT toThimT likeTaTgar-
ment,T letThimTbeTwrappedTinT it;TmayT
heTgirdThimselfTwithTitTasTaTperpetualT
belt.T109:20TThisTisTtheTdeedTofTthoseT
whoTopposeTmeTfromT[following]TtheT
Lord,TandTofTthoseTwhoTspeakTevilTtoT
myTsoul.T109:21TAndTyou,TOTGod,TtheT
Lord,T dealTwithTmeT forTyourTname’sT
sake;T deliverT meT accordingT toT yourT
goodnessT andT kindness.T 109:22T ForT
IT amT poorT andT needy,T andTmyT heartT
isTquietTwithinTme.T109:23T ITamTfin-
ished,TlikeTaTshadowTwhenTitTlength-
ens;T IT haveT wanderedT likeT aT locust.T
109:24TMyTkneesTstumbleTfromTfast-
ing;TmyTfleshT isT lean,T andTnoT longerT
fat.T109:25TAndTIThaveTbecomeTaTdis-
graceTtoTthem;TtheyTwillTseeTme,TtheyT
willT shakeT theirT heads.T 109:26THelpT
me,T OT Lord,T myT God;T redeemT meT
accordingT toT yourT kindness.T 109:27T
AndTtheyTwillTknowTthatTthisTplague,T
you,T OT Lord,T haveT doneT it.T 109:28T
TheyTwillT curse,T butT youTwillT bless;T
theyTwillT ariseT andT beT disappointed,T
butTyourTservantTwillTrejoice.T109:29T
ThoseTwhoTopposeTmeTwillTbeTclothedT
inTshame,TandTtheirTinfamyTwillTcoverT
themTlikeTaTcloak.T109:30TITwillTthankT
theTLordTgreatlyTwithTmyTmouth,TandT
ITwillTpraiseThimTinT theTmidstTofT theT
sages.T109:31TForTheTwillTstandTatTtheT
rightT handT ofT theT needy,T toT redeemT
fromTtheTdiscordsTofThisTsoul.T(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 109
109:17T HeT lovedT cursingT also,T andT
itTshallTcomeTuponThim;TandTheTtookT
notTpleasureTinTblessing,TsoTitTshallTbeT
removedT farT fromT him.T 109:18TYea,T
heTputTonTcursingTasTaTgarment,TandT
itT isT comeTasTwaterT intoThisTbowels,T
andTasToilTintoThisTbones.T109:19TLetT
itT beT toT himT asT aT garmentTwhichT heT
putsT on,T andT asT aT girdleTwithTwhichT
heTgirdsThimselfTcontinually.T109:20T
ThisT isT theTdealingTofT theTLordTwithT
thoseTwhoTfalselyTaccuseTme,TandTofT
themTthatTspeakTevilTagainstTmyTsoul.T
109:21TButTthou,TOTLord,TLord,TdealT
mercifullyT withT me,T forT thyT name’sT
sake:T forT thyTmercyT isTgood.T109:22T
DeliverTme,TforTITamTpoorTandTneedy;T
andTmyTheartT isT troubledTwithinTme.T
109:23TITamTremovedTasTaTshadowTinT
itsTgoingTdown:T IT amT tossedTupTandT
downTlikeTlocusts.T109:24TMyTkneesT
areT weakenedT throughT fasting,T andT
myTfleshTisTchangedTbyTreasonTofTtheT
wantTofToil.T109:25T ITbecameTalsoTaT
reproachTtoTthem:TwhenTtheyTsawTmeT
theyTshookTtheirTheads.T109:26THelpT
me,T OT LordT myT God;T andT saveT meT
accordingTtoTthyTmercy.T109:27TAndT
letT themTknowTthatT thisT isT thyThand;T
andTthatTthou,TLord,ThastTwroughtTit.T
109:28TLetTthemTcurse,TbutTthouTshaltT
bless:T letT themT thatT riseT upT againstT
meT beT ashamed,T butT letT thyT servantT
rejoice.T 109:29TLetT thoseT thatT false-
lyTaccuseTmeTbeTclothedTwithTshame,T
andT letT themT coverT themselvesTwithT
theirTshameTasTwithTaTmantle.T109:30T
ITwillTgiveTthanksTtoTtheTLordTabun-
dantlyT withT myT mouth;T andT inT theT
midstT ofT manyT IT willT praiseT him.T
109:31TForTheTstoodTonTtheTrightThandT
ofT theT poor,T toT saveT meT fromT themT
thatTpersecuteTmyTsoul.T(LXX)

T InTthisTweek’sTstudyTfromTTehillim / Psalms 109:1-31,TtheTPsalmTopensTsaying,T ֹמִזְמוTדָוִדiְTַמְנַצֵּחiַTTTא 
 ,O God of my praise 109:1 אֱלlִiְThlֵֹלThiִָּאiַ-תֶּחֱַ שׁ:TבTTTכTh/ִThִָּ שָׁעTוִּ/h-מְִ מTlָעThiַָפiָָּחוTּדִּבְּ וTּאִתiְThִּשׁוֹןTשֶָׁ  :
Do not be silent! 109:2 For they have opened the wicked and deceitful mouth against me; They have spoken 
against me with a lying tongue. (NASB)TTTheTenemyTseeksTtoTdestroyTusingTfalseTinformation.TTTheTApostleT
warnedTofTthisTaccordingTtoTRomans 16:17-20.
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Romans 16:17-20
16:17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindranc-
es contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 16:18 For such 
men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and 
flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 16:19 For the report of your 
obedience has reached to all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise 
in what is good and innocent in what is evil. 16:20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan 
under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. (NASB)

PaulTsaysTweTareTtoT“keep an eye on those who cause dissensions”T(Romans 16:17).TTThisTsoundsTsimilarTtoT
theTconceptTofT“divide and conquer,”ToneTofTtheTfundamentalTtenantsTofTthoseTalignedTwithTfalsehood.TTTheT
psalmistTspeaksTofTgivingTpraisesTuntoTtheTLord,TwhereasTtheTwickedTcauseTdivisiveTlanguageTtoTbeTsaidTaboutT
God’sTpeople.TTInTRomansTandTelsewhereTinTPaul’sTteaching,TstrifeTisTcondemned,TwhereasTforTtheTbehaviorT
ofTGod’sTpeopleTunityTisTtoTbeTupheld.TTThisTunityTisTtheTdividingTwallTthatTPaulTspokeTofTthatThadTbeenTtornT
downTaccordingTtoTEphesians 2:8-19.

Ephesians 2:8-19
2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; 2:9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 2:10 For we are His work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 
would walk in them. 2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called ‘Uncircumcision’ by the so-called ‘Circumcision,’ which is performed in the 
flesh by human hands  2:12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, ex-
cluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were 
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who 
made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 2:15 by abolish-
ing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so 
that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 2:16 and 
might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death 
the enmity. 2:17 And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace 
to those who were near; 2:18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints, and are of God’s household, (NASB)

TheTkeyTphraseTfromTPaul’sTwordsTisT“the Law of commandments contained in ordinances” in the sense that 
byTtheTcommandmentTIsraelTwasTtoldTtoTnotTliveTasTtheTnationsTdo,TwhereTanT“ordinance” is “a piece of leg-
islation enacted by a municipal authority.”TTTheTpointTwasTdueTtoTtheTnationsTservingTtheirTownTgods,TIsraelT
wasTtoTdistanceTthemselvesTforTtheTpurposeTofTnotTtakingTuponTthemselvesTtheTmannerTinTwhichTtheTnationsT
servedTtheirTgods,TtoTtakeTtheseTthingsTandTuseTthemTinTtheTserviceTofTtheTLordTGodTofTIsraelT(seeTDevarim / 
Deuteronomy 8).TTAsTaTresult,TlegislationTwasTenactedTinTJewishTHalachahTtoTdistanceTtheTnon-JewishTpersonT
fromTIsrael.TTThisThadTtheTeffectTofTpreservingTtheTJewishTidentity,TbutTmoreTimportantly,TofTobedienceTtoTtheT
TorahTcommand.TTByTfaithTinTYeshuaTtheTMessiah,TtheTheartTofTtheTnon-JewishTpersonTisTchanged,TandTsuchT
aTpersonTbeginsTtoTliveTtheirTlivesTforTtheTGodTofTIsraelTandTlearnTtoTliveTaccordingTtoTtheTcommands.TTItTisT
withinTthisTcontextTthatTthisTwallTofTdivisionTwasTtakenTdownTbyTtheTwayTtheTLordTinteractsTinTtheTheartsTofT
theTnon-JewishTperson.TTThisTisTtheTwayTinTwhichTTPaulThasTsoughtTtoTdemonstrateTtheTunityTwhichTJewsTandT
GentilesTexperienceTinTtheTMessiahT(Christ).TTPaulTwasTnotTadvocatingTtheTabolitionTofTtheTTorahTcommands.TT
AccordingTtoTRomans 14 and 15,TPaulThadTforbiddenTdebateTandTtensionTwhichTcanTariseToutTofTdifferingT
HalachicTviews,TespeciallyTinTtheTcaseTofTtheTnon-JewishTpersonTenteringTintoTtheTfaithTandTbecomingTover-
whelmedTwithTallTofTtheTHalachahTinTregardsTtoTtheTTorah.TTTheTDeceiverT(Satan)TseeksTtoTfurtherThisTcauseT
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byTtakingTawayTfromTGod’sTWordTandTsayingTthatTaTportionTofTGod’sTwordTisTirrelaventTforTourTlivesTtoday.TT
TheTdeceiverTdoesTsoTbyTaddingTfuelTtoTtheTflamesTofTfrictionTandTdiscordTasTtheTpsalmistTstatesT109:2 For 
they have opened the wicked and deceitful mouth against me; They have spoken against me with a lying 
tongue. (NASB). 
T DavidTcontinuesTinThisTpsalmTsaying,ThִוַאֲנThִנוּנ—ְ נְאTlְָ בָבוּנThִוַיִּלָּחֲמוּנThִחִנT:eָּדTTTתַּחiַ-אlֲַבhִThiִָשְֹ  גTTTוְדִבְֵ Thשִֹ
:hiִָבlֲַאTiַתַּחTlָנְא hמוTּעThiַָָ עTlָתַּחTiַ—וֹבTlָוְשִֹ  iְ 109:3 They have also surrounded me with words ofִ/לTTTlT:lָּוַיָּשִֹ
hatred, And fought against me without cause. 109:4 In return for my love they act as my accusers; But I am 
in prayer. 109:5 Thus they have repaid me evil for good And hatred for my love. (NASB)  HereTDavidTspeaksT
ofTbeingTsurroundedTbyTpeopleTwhoThateThimTandTfightTagainstThimTwithoutTaTcause.TTWhyTdoTyouTthinkTtheyT
hateThimTsoTmuch?TTCouldTitTbeTbecauseTofThisTundevotedTattentionTtoTGod’sTWord,TspeakingTofTtheTtruthTandT
lifeTthatTisTfoundTinTHisTword?TTTeachersTwhoTdepartTfromTtheTtruthTengageTinTspeculationTandTargumenta-
tionTwhichTresultsTinTstrifeTandTfrictionTinTaTsimilarTwayTinTwhichTweTreadThereTinTtheTpsalm.TTPaulTwroteTtoT
TimothyTsayingTtheTfollowing,T“If anyone advocates a different doctrine, and does not agree with sound 
words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited and 
understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out 
of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction between men of depraved 
mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.”T(1 Timothy 6:3-5)TTPaulT
alsoTtaughtTthatTtruthTinTdoctrineTisTessentialTforTourTgrowth.TTHeTsaidTinT1 Timothy 4:6-7 “If you instruct the 
brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of 
the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise 
yourself toward godliness.” (NASB)TTPaulTalsoTwroteTsayingTinT2 Timothy 4:3 “For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they 
will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside 
to fables.” (NASB)TTPaulTalsoTtaughtTtheTRomansTthatTweTshouldTbewareTofTfalseTdoctrineTsayingTinTRomans 
16:17-18, “Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine 
which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their 
own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.” (NASB)  Note how 
theseTkindsTofTpeopleTareTnotTalwaysTreadilyTapparentTasTDavidTsaidTinThisTPsalm,T“109:3 They have also 
surrounded me with words of hatred, And fought against me without cause. 109:4 In return for my love...”  
HereTPaulTwritesTthatTsomeTcomeTwithTsmoothTwordsTandTflatteringTspeechTinTorderTtoTdeceiveTtheTheartsTofT
thoseTwhoTdoTnotThaveTunderstanding.TTConcerningTthisTwordT“doctine,”ToneTofTtheTsingificantTissuesTrelatedT
toTthisTisTfoundTinTtheTunderlyingTtheologiesTthatTone’sTfaithTisTbasedTupon.TTThereTtendsTtoTbeTaTmisuseTofTtheT
wordT“doctrine”TtodayTinTtheTsenseTthatTaTnewTdoctrineTisTbeingTtaughtT(i.e. hypergrace movement).TTManyT
preachersThaveTnotTtakenTtheTtimeTtoTexamineTtheTScripturesTatTaTdepthTinTwhichTtheyTshould,TbutThavingTaT
superficialTunderstandingTchooseTtoTteachTtheTdoctrinesTandTunderlyingTtheologiesTofTtheTcollegeTtheyTattend-
edTduringTseminary.TTInTaddition,TsomeTmakeTtheTmistakeTofTteachingTlongTbeforeTtheyTareTreadyTtoTdoTso.TT
TheTLordTknowsTtheTheartTofTtheTindividual,TandTitTmightTbeTthatTthereTisTnoTdevisiveTorTdeceptiveTmotivationT
inTtheTheartsTofTsomeTwhoTareTinvolvedTinTtheThypergraceTmovementTwhereToneTmayTsimplyTbeTtruelyTde-
ceivedTandTunawareTofTtheTfaultinessTofTtheirTdoctrine.TTTheTpointTisTweTneedTtoTbeTawareTofTtheTtruthTofTtheT
ScripturesTandTsensitiveTinTtheTspiritTtoTinTorderTtoTdiscernTtheTdevisiveTperson.TTWhatTDavidTdescribesTinThisT
PsalmTareTthoseTwhoTareTdevisiveTandTmaliciouslyTseekTtoTbeTharmefulTandTdestroy.TTThisTisTtheTdefinitionT
ofTaTfalseTdoctrine.TTATparallelTtextTmayTbeTfoundTinTRevelation 2:14-15TwhichTsays,T2:14 ‘But I have a few 
things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Bal-
ak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of 
immorality.  2:15 ‘So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. (NASB)  
ThisTwasTaTletterTsentTbyTwayTofTtheTangelTofTtheTchurchTinTPergamos.TTNoteTtheTdoctrineTofTtheTNicolaitansT
isTtheTleadersTsuppressingTtheTpeople,TandTkeepingTthemTfromTfollowingTtheTMessiahTinTHisTways,TbecauseT
theTministersTplaceTthemselvesTinTbetweenTtheTMessiahTandTtheTpeopleTstatingTtheTpeopleTmustTbelieveTtheirT
doctrine.T TTheTwordTNicolaitanT (Νικολαϊτῶν)TmeansT“victor over the people”T theTGreekTwordT“nikee” 
means “victor,”TandTtheTwordT“laos,”TmeansTtheTpeopleTorTtheTlayTmembers.TTPutTtheseTtwoTwordsTtogetherT



7

— Tehillim / Psalms 109 | — TehihliT /  —

Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry

andTyouThaveTNicolaitanes.TTAlsoTnoticeTinTverseT2:16TGodTstatesTHeTwouldTcomeTandTfightTthisTChurchTthatT
disobeyedTHimTwhereTtheTangelTwritesT“Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against 
them with the sword of My mouth.”TTWhatTweTfindThereTisTaTpropheticTbiblicalTrecordTofTaTdoctrineTcalledT
the “doctrine of the Nicolaitans,”TaTdoctrineTthatTGodThatesTprovingTtheTexistanceTofTtheTconceptTofT“false 
doctrine.”TTIfTthereTisTfalseTdoctrine,TthenTthereTmustTbeTtruthTthatTstandsTinToppositionTtoTwhatTisTfalse.TTPaulT
wroteTtheTfollowingTinTEphesians 4:14-15, saying, 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness 
in deceitful scheming; 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is 
the head, even Christ, (NASB)TTPaulTspeaksTofTspendingTtimeTinTtheTWordTofTGodTandTgrowingTupTtoTbecomeT
likeTtheTMessiah.TTWhatTwasTtheTMessiahTlike?TTHeTwasTselfless,Tcompasionate,TlaidThisTlifeTdownTforTothers,T
walkedTinTtheTwaysTofTtheTFatherTinTheaven,TlivedTinTrighteousness,Tholiness,Tjustice,TandTtruth.TTNoTlieTwasT
foundTinThim,TandTheTspokeTtheTtruthTofTGod’sTWord,TteachingTtheTTorahTtoTallTpeoples.TT
T DavidTcontinuesTinThisTpsalmTsayingTtheTfollowingTinTregardsTtoTtheTwickedTmanTwhoTpromotesTfalseT
doctrine:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 109:8-19
109:8 Let his days be few; Let another take his office. 109:9 Let his children be fatherless 
And his wife a widow. 109:10 Let his children wander about and beg; And let them seek sus-
tenance far from their ruined homes. 109:11 Let the creditor seize all that he has, And let 
strangers plunder the product of his labor. 109:12 Let there be none to extend lovingkindness 
to him, Nor any to be gracious to his fatherless children. 109:13 Let his posterity be cut off; 
In a following generation let their name be blotted out. 109:14 Let the iniquity of his fathers 
be remembered before the Lord, And do not let the sin of his mother be blotted out. 109:15 
Let them be before the Lord continually, That He may cut off their memory from the earth; 
109:16 Because he did not remember to show lovingkindness, But persecuted the afflicted 
and needy man, And the despondent in heart, to put them to death. 109:17 He also loved 
cursing, so it came to him; And he did not delight in blessing, so it was far from him. 109:18 
But he clothed himself with cursing as with his garment, And it entered into his body like 
water And like oil into his bones. 109:19 Let it be to him as a garment with which he covers 
himself, And for a belt with which he constantly girds himself. (NASB)

Targum Translation

Toviya / Psalms 109:8-19
109:8 May his days be few, may another inherit the number of his years. 109:9 May his sons 
be orphans, and his wife a widow. 109:10 And may his sons yet wander, and beg, and seek 
what has become their wasteland. 109:11 May the creditor gather up all that is his, and may 
strangers plunder his toil. 109:12 May he have none to extend kindness, and may he have 
none to pity his orphans. 109:13 May his end be destruction; may their name be effaced in 
the next generation. 109:14 May the iniquity of his fathers be remembered in the presence of 
the Lord; and may his mother’s guilt not be effaced. 109:15 May they be facing the decree 
of the Lord always; and may their memory perish from the earth. 109:16 Because he did not 
remember to do good, and persecutes the poor and needy man, and the lowly of heart, to be 
slain. 109:17 And he loves cursing, and it came to him; and he took no pleasure in blessing, 
and it was far from him. 109:18 And he wore cursing like a garment, and it entered his body 
like water, and was like oil to his limbs. 109:19 May it be to him like a garment, let him be 
wrapped in it; may he gird himself with it as a perpetual belt.  (EMC)



8 Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry

 
DavidTspeaksTofTtheTwickedTman,TthatThisTprayerTwouldTbecomeTsinT(109:7),TandTsaysT109:9 Let his chil-
dren be fatherless And his wife a widow. (NASB),TwhereThisTchildrenTwillTwanderTaboutTandTbegT(109:10).TT
HeTgoesTonTtoTspeakTofTtheTmanTseeingTfinancialTruinT(109:11),TandTnoneTofTGod’sTlovingkindnessT(mercy,T
Chesed)TwouldTbeTgivenTtoThimT(109:12).TTHeTspeaksTofTtheTreversalTofTblessing,T(109:13)TandTheTsaysT109:14 
Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the Lord, And do not let the sin of his mother be blotted 
out. (NASB)TTTheirTiniquityTisTsoTgreat,TDavidTspeaksTofTtheirTmemoryTbeingTcutToffTforeverT(109:15),TandT
theTreasonTbeing,TheTpersecutedTtheTneedyT(109:16),TevenTputtingTthemTtoTdeath.TTHeTlovedTcursing,T(109:17)T
heTdidTnotTdelightTinTblessing,TinTfact,TheTclothedThimselfTinTcursing.T(109:18)TTDoTyouTknowTanyoneTthatT
doesTorTbehavesTlikeTthis?TTMishley / Proverbs 15:9Tstates,T:בlֱָאhֶ Tl ָָצְד Tוּמְַ דֵּף Tשָׁע ָTְדֶֶּ ך Tlָוlֹhְ TiַתּוֹעֲבTTT— 
15:9 The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, But He loves one who pursues righteousness. 
(NASB)TTNoticeThowTtheTLordThatesTtheTwayTofTtheTwicked,TbutTtheToneTwhoTpursuesTrighteousnessTHeTloves.TT
DavidTwroteTinTtheTPsalmsTsaying,T“Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will 
perish.”T(Tehillim / Psalm 1:5-6)TTTheTwayTofTtheTwickedTwillTcauseThimTtoTnotTstandTbeforeTtheTLord,TjustT
asTtheTpsalmistTisTsayingTaccordingTtoTTehillim / Psalms 109:8-19.TTTheTpointTisTmadeTwhenTDavidTsaid,ThowT
blessedTisTtheTmanTwhoTdelightsTinTandTmeditatesTonTtheTLawTofTtheTLordT(Tehillim / Psalm 1:2).TTTheTmostT
significantTblessingsTthatTcomeTfromTspendingTtimeTandTmeditatingTuponTGod’sTWordTisTpersonalTgrowthTinT
knowledgeTofTHimTandTHisTwaysTandTthenTapplyingTHisTwordTtoTourTlives.TTItTisTinTHisTwordTthatTHeTdrawsTusT
toTHimselfTtoTwalkTinTHisTways.TTTheTpursuitTandTpracticalTapplicationTofTrighteousnessTisTtheTacreditingTofT
righteousnessTbyTourTfaithTtoTdrawTourTlivesTinTparallelTtoTHisTWords.TTOurTfaithTinTYeshuaTtheTMessiahTbringsT
aTspiritualTrighteousnessTbeforeTtheTGodTofTIsrael,TourTpursuitTofTrighteousnessTinTthisTlifeTbringsTwithTitTtheT
practicalTaspectTofTourTfaithTwhichTfuelsTtheTincreasingTdelightTinTGod’sTWordTforTthoseTwhoTtrustTinTHim.TT
DelightingTinTtheTTorahTasTDavidTsaysTwillTgiveTusTstrengthTtoTobeyTHimTandTresistTtheTlureTofTtheTcounselTofT
theTwicked,TtheTwayTofTtheTsinner,TandTtheTseatTofTscoffersT(Tehillim / Psalms 1:1).TTInTaddition,TtakingTdelightT
inTtheTTorahTwillTalsoTbringTprosperity,TaTlifeTofTfruitfulnessTinTseasonTthatTbearsTforthTtheTfruitTofTtheTgloryT
ofTGodTandTofTeternalTrewardTforTthoseTwhoTbyTourTlivesTareTinfluencedTbyTtheTgospel.TTStudyingTtheTfirstT
fourTbooksTofTtheTApostolicTWritings,TandTofTtheTepistlesTofTPaulTandTtheTdisciples,TitTbecomesTobviousTtheT
gospelTmessageTisTinTtheTabilityTofTtheTMessiahTtoTempowerTusTtoTovercomeTsinTinTthisTworld,Tessentially,TheT
enablesTusTtoTwalkTinTGod’sTWAys,TtheTTorahTisTtheTgospelTmessageTwhichTisTcoupledTtoTtheTMessiah.TTTheT
reasonTbeing,TforTthoseTwhoTdelightTinTGod’sTlawTrecognizeTtheirTshortTcomingsTandTtheTneedTforTaTredeemerT
Messiah.TTTheTwickedTonTtheTotherThandTareTnotTlikeTthis,TtheyTdoTnotTfindTenjoymentTinTtheTTorah,TnorTallowT
themselvesTtoTbeTnourishedTbyTit.TTTheyTareTdry,Tusless,TandTlikeTchaffTthatTareTtossedTaboutTandTcarriedTawayT
byTtheTwind.TTFearTlaysTaholdTofTthem,TtheyTbecomeTfaintTofTheartTandTflee,TandTtheyTareTcoveredTwithTeternalT
contempt.TTNoteTtheTcontrastTinTTehillim / Psalms 1TofTtheTstandingTtreeTthatTflourishesTinTrighteousnessTasT
opposedTtoTtheTlifelessTchaffTofTwickednessTwhichTisTdrivenTawayTbyTtheTwind.TTTheTLordTisTalwaysTattentiveT
toTtheTwayTofTtheTrighteousTandTpreservesTthem.TTNoteTalsoThowTtheTwayTofTtheTrighteousTisThiddenTfromTthoseT
inTtheTworld.TTThisTisTwhyTPaulTsaysTwhatTheTdoesTtoTTimothyTinT2 Timothy 2:19, “Let everyone who names 
the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” (NASB)TTTheTwickedTwillTbeTdrivenTawayTlikeTchaff,TjustTasTtheT
psalmTstates,T109:13 Let his posterity be cut off; In a following generation let their name be blotted out. 
109:14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the Lord, And do not let the sin of his mother be 
blotted out. (NASB)TTWhereTtheTiniquityTofThisTfathersTwouldTleadTtoThimThavingTneverTbeenTborn,TorTtoTthatT
ofTbeingTcutToffTandTnotTtoTbeTrememberedTagainTbecauseTofThisTsin.TTEzekielTspeaksTofTtheseTthingsTaccordingT
to Ezekiel 33:9-17.

Ezekiel 33:9-17
33:9 ‘But if you on your part warn a wicked man to turn from his way and he does not turn 
from his way, he will die in his iniquity, but you have delivered your life. 33:10 ‘Now as 
for you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus you have spoken, saying, ‘Surely our 
transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we are rotting away in them; how then can we 
survive?’’ 33:11 ‘Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord God, ‘I take no pleasure in the 
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death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back, turn 
back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O house of Israel?’ 33:12 ‘And you, son of 
man, say to your fellow citizens, ‘The righteousness of a righteous man will not deliver him 
in the day of his transgression, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he will not stumble 
because of it in the day when he turns from his wickedness; whereas a righteous man will not 
be able to live by his righteousness on the day when he commits sin.’ 33:13 ‘When I say to the 
righteous he will surely live, and he so trusts in his righteousness that he commits iniquity, 
none of his righteous deeds will be remembered; but in that same iniquity of his which he 
has committed he will die. 33:14 ‘But when I say to the wicked, ‘You will surely die,’ and he 
turns from his sin and practices justice and righteousness, 33:15 if a wicked man restores a 
pledge, pays back what he has taken by robbery, walks by the statutes which ensure life with-
out committing iniquity, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 33:16 ‘None of his sins that he 
has committed will be remembered against him. He has practiced justice and righteousness; 
he shall surely live. 33:17 ‘Yet your fellow citizens say, ‘The way of the Lord is not right,’ 
when it is their own way that is not right. (NASB)

T NotTonlyTwillTtheTwickedTbeTdrivenTawayTlikeTchaff,TbutTtheirTwayTwillTbeTutterlyTdestroyed,TasTwell.TTEze-
kielTstates,T33:17 ‘Yet your fellow citizens say, ‘The way of the Lord is not right,’ when it is their own way 
that is not right. (NASB) whereTtheTunrighteousTdoTnotTseeTtheTerrorTofTtheirTwaysTbutTliterallyTbelieveTtheT
wayTofTtheTGodTofTIsraelTisTnotTright.TTNoteTthatTtheTLordTsays,TIThaveTnoTpleasureTinTtheTdeathTofTtheTwicked,T
butTthatTtheTwickedTturnTfromThisTwayTandTlive;TturnTback,TturnTbackTfromTyourTevilTways,TforTwhyTwillTyouT
die?T(Ezekiel 33:11).TTThisTisTsummedTupTinTtheTverseTfromTtheTApsotolicTWritingsTwhichTstates,T“For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.”T(John 3:16)
T DavidTconcludesThisTpsalmTsayingTtheTfollowing:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 109:20-31
109:20 Let this be the reward of my accusers from the Lord, And of those who speak evil 
against my soul. 109:21 But You, O God, the Lord, deal kindly with me for Your name’s sake; 
Because Your lovingkindness is good, deliver me; 109:22 For I am afflicted and needy, And 
my heart is wounded within me. 109:23 I am passing like a shadow when it lengthens; I am 
shaken off like the locust. 109:24 My knees are weak from fasting, And my flesh has grown 
lean, without fatness. 109:25 I also have become a reproach to them; When they see me, they 
wag their head. 109:26 Help me, O Lord my God; Save me according to Your lovingkindness. 
109:27 And let them know that this is Your hand; You, Lord, have done it. 109:28 Let them 
curse, but You bless; When they arise, they shall be ashamed, But Your servant shall be glad. 
109:29 Let my accusers be clothed with dishonor, And let them cover themselves with their 
own shame as with a robe. 109:30 With my mouth I will give thanks abundantly to the Lord; 
And in the midst of many I will praise Him. 109:31 For He stands at the right hand of the 
needy, To save him from those who judge his soul. (NASB)

Aramaic Targum

Tovia / Psalms 109:20-31
109:20 This is the deed of those who oppose me from [following] the Lord, and of those who 
speak evil to my soul. 109:21 And you, O God, the Lord, deal with me for your name’s sake; 
deliver me according to your goodness and kindness. 109:22 For I am poor and needy, and 
my heart is quiet within me. 109:23 I am finished, like a shadow when it lengthens; I have 
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wandered like a locust. 109:24 My knees stumble from fasting; my flesh is lean, and no lon-
ger fat. 109:25 And I have become a disgrace to them; they will see me, they will shake their 
heads. 109:26 Help me, O Lord, my God; redeem me according to your kindness. 109:27 
And they will know that this plague, you, O Lord, have done it. 109:28 They will curse, but 
you will bless; they will arise and be disappointed, but your servant will rejoice. 109:29 
Those who oppose me will be clothed in shame, and their infamy will cover them like a cloak. 
109:30 I will thank the Lord greatly with my mouth, and I will praise him in the midst of the 
sages. 109:31 For he will stand at the right hand of the needy, to redeem from the discords 
of his soul. (EMC)

T DavidTsays,T109:20 Let this be the reward of my accusers from the Lord, And of those who speak evil 
against my soul. 109:21 But You, O God, the Lord, deal kindly with me for Your name’s sake; Because Your 
lovingkindness is good, deliver me; (NASB)TTThisTisTtheTrewardTforTtheTwicked,TofTtheirTconduct,ThowTtheyT
useTtheirThandsTtoTcommitTcrimesTagainstTmanTandTagainstTGod.TTTheTmannerTinTwhichTtheyTliveTisTputTforthT
asTaTpartTofTtheTwholeTman,TtoTbeTrepaidTjustlyTforThisTcrimes.TTTThisTisTtheTprincipleTonTwhichTtheTLordTGodT
rulesToverTthisTworld.TTTheTbasicTconclusionTisTthatTforTthoseTwhoTobeyTtheTLordTandTHisTcommands,TforT
thoseTwhoTseekTtoTdoTtheTwillTofTGodTandTseeTHisTrighteousness,TtheTLordTwillTdealTcompassionatelyTwithTHisT
people,TandTgreatTisThisTmercyT(109:21).TDavidTcallsToutTtoTtheTsalvationTofTGodThִעֵנhִׁוֹשlThlָֹאֱלTlָוlֹhְThִעָזְֵ נTTTכו 
Help me, O Lord my God; Save me according to Your lovingkindness. (NASB)TTThatToneTdayT 109:26 כְחְַ דֶּךָ:
allTwillTknowTitTisTtheTLordTwhoTsaves,TandTitTisTinTHimTthatTweTfindTsatisfaction.TTThisTisTtheTpointTandTpurposeT
ofTHisThavingTsentTtheTMessiahTYeshua,TsoTthatTwhenTweTstandTbeforeThimTweTwillTnotTbeTashamed,TbutTwillT
standTvictorious.TTTheTunrighteousThoweverTDavidTsays,T109:29 Let my accusers be clothed with dishonor, 
And let them cover themselves with their own shame as with a robe. (NASB)TTTheTunrighteousThaveTnoThope.TT
WeTonTtheTotherThandTareTableTtoTsay,TַעhִׁוֹשliְTוֹןhְאֶבTןhִמhiִTעֲמֹדhַ-hִּכTTTאiT:ּנּוiֶiְlֲַאTehִּב ַTְוֹךiְוּבTh/ְִּבTמְאֹדTlָוlֹhְTlֶאוֹדTTTi 
 With my mouth I will give thanks abundantly to the Lord; And in the midst of many I will 109:30 מִשְֹּׁ/ֵ—Thנְַ/שׁוֹ:
praise Him. 109:31 For He stands at the right hand of the needy, To save him from those who judge his soul. 
(NASB)TTTheTreasonTweTareTableTtoTgiveTourTpraisesTuntoTtheTLordTisTbyTwhatTDavidTspeaksTof,TtheTmercyTofT
theTLordTtoTsaveThisTpeople,TespeciallyTthoseTwhoTareTinTgreatTsufferingTandTneed.TTLet’sTPray!

Rabbinic Commentary

T TheTRabbinicTCommentaryT(Midrash)TonTTehillim / Psalms 109 hasT4Tparts.TTReadingTthroughTtheTMid-
rashTweTwillTbeTlookingTatTPartT1,T2,T3,TandT4.TTLet’sTbeginTbyToutliningTMidrash Tehillim Chapter 109, Parts 
1, 2, 3, and 4.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 109, Part 1, 2, 3, and 4

Part 1
• TheTMidrashTintroducesTtheTPsalmTwithTthe ihחiמlT בוhדT(DiburTHamathil)Tsaying,T“For the leader.  

A Psalm of David.  Hold not Your peace O God of my praise (Tehillim / Psalms 109:1).”  
• The אiחhi/T (Petihta)T theT homileticT introductionT toT theTmidrashTstates,T“Elsewhere, this is what 

Scripture says, You will fear the Lord your God; Him you will serve; and to Him will you cleave 
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:20).”  

• The iמשT(mashal)T“the parable,”TgoesTonTtoTexplainTtheTאiחhi/T(Petihta),TtheTrabbisTspeakTofThav-
ingTaTfearTofTtheTLord.

• The iנמשT(Nimshal)T“expansion on the parable” expandsTuponTtheTiמשT(mashal),TtheTrabbisTcontin-
ueTsayingTtheTfearTofTtheTLordTisTconnectedTtoTourTpraises.

• TheTConcludingTphraseTsays,T“The Holy One blessed be He, answered the children of Israel, I have 



11

— Tehillim / Psalms 109 | — TehihliT /  —

Copyright © 2017 MATSATI.COM Ministry

long time held My peace, I have been still, and refrained Myself (Isaiah 42:14), that is, refrained 
Myself from crying out at the deeds of the first three kingdoms.  But now on account of Edom, Will 
I cry like a travailing woman.”

Part 2
• TheTMidrashTintroducesTtheTPsalmTwithTthe ihחiמlT בוhדT(DiburTHamathil)Tsaying,T“For the mouth 

of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me (Tehillim / Psalms 109:2).”  
• The אiחhi/T(Petihta)TtheThomileticTintroductionTtoTtheTmidrashTstates,T“What is meant by the words, 

the mouth opened against Me?”  
• The iמשT(mashal)T“the parable,”TgoesTonTtoTexplainTtheTאiחhi/T(Petihta),TtheTrabbisTsayTthisTrefersT

toTthoseTwhoTgoTintoTtheTTempleTandTdeclareTthereTisTnoTGod.
• The iנמשT(Nimshal)T“expansion on the parable” expandsTuponTtheTiמשT(mashal),TtheTrabbisTexpandT

uponTtheTmashalTspeakingTofTtheTpeopleTboasting.
• TheTConcludingTphraseTsays,T“Now is not all this an open mouthing against the Lord?  Hence it is 

said, For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against Me.”

Part 3
• TheTMidrashT introducesT theTPsalmTwithT the ihחiמlT בוhדT(DiburTHamathil)Tsaying,T“They com-

passed me about also with words of hatred (Tehillim / Psalms 109:3).”  
• The אiחhi/T(Petihta)TtheThomileticTintroductionTtoTtheTmidrashTstates,T“What words of hatred?  They 

speak the words of hatred that their father gave them, for it is said, And Esau hated Jacob (Bershit / 
Genesis 27:41) hated him so much that Esau took vengeance and nursed his hatred.”  

• The iמשT(mashal)T“the parable,”TgoesTonTtoTexplainTtheTאiחhi/T(Petihta),TtheTrabbisTspeakTofTtheT
hatredTasTbeingTdefinedTasThatingTsomeoneTwithoutTaTcause.

• The iנמשT(Nimshal)T“expansion on the parable” expandsTuponTtheTiמשT(mashal),TtheTrabbisTcontin-
ueTsayingTaTrighteousTmanTdealsTrighteouslyTwithTothers.

• TheTConcludingTphraseTsays,T“Therefore, the Holy One blessed be He, said to Israel, They have not 
left you in peace.  Hence, it is said, Thus says the Lord, For three transgressions of Edom, yes, for 
four, I will not reverse it, because he did pursue his brother with the sword (Amos 1:11).”

Part 4
• TheTMidrashTintroducesTtheTPsalmTwithTthe ihחiמlT בוhדT(DiburTHamathil)Tsaying,T“In return for 

my love they are my adversaries (Tehillim / Psalms 109:4).”  
• The אiחhi/T(Petihta)TtheThomileticTintroductionTtoTtheTmidrashTstates,T“The Holy One blessed be He 

said, Except for Israel there would be no blessing in the world, for it is said, The Lord will command 
the blessing with you (Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:8).”  

• The iמשT(mashal)T“the parable,”TgoesTonTtoTexplainTtheTאiחhi/T(Petihta),TtheTrabbisTdiscussTthatTifT
itTwereTnotTforTIsrael,TthereTwouldTbeTnoTlightTinTthisTworld.

• The iנמשT(Nimshal)T“expansion on the parable” expandsTuponTtheTiמשT(mashal),TtheTrabbisTexpandT
uponTtheTmashalTsayingTtheTLordTrainsTdownTHisTblessingTuponTHisTpeople.

• TheTConcludingTphraseTsays,T“Yet in return for my love they are my adversaries, still I am all prayer 
(Tehillim / Psalms 104:4).  Will evil be recompensed for good? (Jeremiah 18:20). Even though they 
have laid upon me evil for good (Tehillim / Psalms 109:5), still I am all prayer.”

T MidrashTTehillimT109,TPartT1TopensTwithTtheTDiburTHamathilT(ihחiמlT בוhד)Tsaying,T“For the leader.  A 
Psalm of David.  Hold not Your peace O God of my praise (Tehillim / Psalms 109:1).”TTTheThomileticTintro-
ductionTtoTtheTmidrashTstates,T“Elsewhere, this is what Scripture says, You will fear the Lord your God; Him 
you will serve; and to Him will you cleave (Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:20).”TTTheTentireTmidrashTstatesTtheT
following:
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מדרש תהלים פרק קט סימן א
(hii/i)ThliאT[ מזמו]TדודiTמנצחiTTא 
lכiוב T שאמ Tוlז T.ח שi Tiא T[hiili] 
ובו Tעבודi Tוiואו Tא hi Tךhliא T׳l Tiא 
lוא Tכן Tihעש Teוא T,(כ Th Teh דב) T דבi 
h׳ Teh דבTeשTeש)TךhliאTואlו Tךiili 
,lב״ l Tאiא Tlili Tiש אhi Tןhא T,(כא 
 ואhןliT ב״TliliTlאiאhTש אTiשנאמ 
 עTeזוhTצ hThiiliThiThi / וh)TשעTlhמג
ili Tliא Tlב״ l Thנ/i Tדוד T אמ T,(כא-
 Thiומח hש,TאThiiliThliאiTiח ש,Tוכן
lחשi T׳l T /אii Tliא Tiעl T אומ Tואl 
liאTשh ומחT(אhTד TlhשעhTeש)Tעננוiו 
 עTiכTiאTliאTehliאTiדמiThךTאiTiח ש
lמ Tiע Tשh מח Tliוא T,(ב Tג/ Tehili) 
בTih דשנו T שנאמ T,ךihב Tוךiב Tשעשו 
i/ שi T[lhl] T(lihl) T[וגו׳] Tנוi א/iו 
-אשT(hשעTlh דhT),Tאמ lTeliT ב״lTlח
lhשעhTeש)T /אiאTשh אחTeiמעוThihש 
-מבhTד),Th lTשiשTמiכhוTi אשונוT,iעכ
-שhוTבאדוTeכhוiדTlא/עTl(שTeשhTeש

עlhוTמ״ב).

Midrash Tehillim 109, Part 1
1.  For the leader.  A Psalm of David.  Hold not Your peace O 
God of my praise (Tehillim / Psalms 109:1).  Elsewhere, this is 
what Scripture says, You will fear the Lord your God; Him you 
will serve; and to Him will you cleave (Devarim / Deuteronomy 
10:20).  If you do these things, He is your praise, and He is your 
God (Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:20).  The people of Israel have 
praise for no other than the Holy One blessed be He, and the Holy 
One blessed be He, has praise for no other than the people of 
Israel, as is said, The people which I formed for Myself, that they 
might tell of My praise (Isaiah 43:21).  David said to the Holy 
One blessed be He, Since You are the subject of my praise, will 
You hold Your peace?  Hold not Your people, O God of my praise.  
Scripture also says, Will You refrain Yourself from these things, O 
Lord?  Will You hold your peace, and afflict us very sore? (Isaiah 
64:11).  And will You hold Your peace at all our afflictions? O 
God, do not keep Your silence; do not hold Your peace (Tehillim 
/ Psalms 83:2).  How can You hold Your peace considering all 
that they have done to Your house, as is said, Our holy and our 
beautiful house, where our fathers praised You, is burned up with 
fire (Isaiah 64:10).  The Holy One blessed be He, answered the 
children of Israel, I have long time held My peace, I have been 
still, and refrained Myself (Isaiah 42:14), that is, refrained Myself 
from crying out at the deeds of the first three kingdoms.  But now 
on account of Edom, Will I cry like a travailing woman.

T NoteThowTtheTMidrashTstates,T“If you do these things, He is your praise, and He is your God (Devarim 
/ Deuteronomy 10:20),”TthatTifTweTfearTtheTlord,TserveTHim,TandTcleaveTtoThim,TthisTwillTbeTourTpraiseTtoTtheT
Lord.TTWhatTdoesTitTmeanTtoTcleaveTuntoTtheTLord?TTDevarim / Deuteornomy 10:20Tstates,TָךhlֶֹאֱלTlָֹוlhְ-iֶאTTTכ 
 You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him and 10:20 תhִָּ אTאiֹוiַTֹעֲבֹדTוּבוiִTֹדְבָּ TוּבִשְׁמוTֹתִּשָּׁבֵעַ:
cling to Him, and you shall swear by His name. (NASB)TTTheTmeaningTofTtheTwordT‘cleave’T( דבi)TisTrela-
tivelyTcomplex:

דָּבַ 
(v)
to cling, stick, stay close, cleave, keep close, stick to, stick with, follow closely, 
join to, overtake, catch
            (Qal)
                to cling, cleave to
                to stay with
            (Pual) to be joined together
            (Hiphil)
                to cause to cleave to
                to pursue closely
                to overtake
            (Hophal) to be made to cleave

TheTunfortunateTfactTisTinTEnglishTtheTwordTisTcapableTofTtwoTalmostTentirelyTopposedTmeaningsTwhereTtoT
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cleaveTmeansTtoTeitherTsplitT(divide)TsomethingTorTtoTjoinTone’sTselfTtoTsomething.TTTherefore,ToneTmustTrelyT
uponTcontextTinTorderTtoTidentifyTwhichTofTtheseTtwoTmeaningsTwasTintended.TTLookingTatTBrown,TDriver,T
andTBriggsT (BDB)T lexicon,T theTwordT forTcleaveT isT renderedT fromTsevenTHebrew,ToneTAramaicTandT threeT
GreekTwords.TTTheTHebrewTwordsTareTaTvariationTonTtheTwordT ַדָּבTmeaningTtoTcleave.TTTheTlatterTtwoTwordsT
areTrare,TwhereTweTfindTtheTAramaicTequivalentTofT ַדָּב.TandTtheTGreekTtransliterationTofT ַדָּבTisTinTadjectiveT
formTandTisTaTvariationTonTtheTrootTHebrewTword.TTTheTmeaningTofT ַדָּבTinTtheTBDBTisTgivenTasT“to cling”TorT
“to stick to”Tsomething.TTTheTPualTformTmeansT“to be joined together”TandTtheTHiphilT“to pursue closely.”  
TheTfirstTuseTofTtheTwordTinTtheTTorahTisTfoundTinTBereshit / Genesis 2:24TinTrelationTtoTtheTunionTbetweenTaT
manTandTaTwoman.TTThisTwordTisTalsoTusedTinTrelationTtoTtheTgripTofTsinTinTourTlivesTandTinTourTrelationshipT
withTtheTLord,TasTweTseeTtheTuseTofTtheTrabbisTaccordingTtoTtheTMidrashTfromTDevarim / Deuteronomy 10:20.  
TheTNewTTestamentTwordTexpressingTcleavingTtoTtheTLordTisTnotTtheToneTrelatingTmanTtoTwife.TInsteadTitTisT
prosmenōT(προσμένω)TwhichTmeansT“1) to remain with, to continue with one  2) to hold fast to: the grace of 
God received in the Gospel  3) to remain still, tarry, stay.”TTFromTtheTGreekTtext,TweTseeTtheTfocusTisTnotTsoT
muchTonTtheTclosenessTofTjoiningTbutTonTtheTpermanencyTofTbeingTandTremainingTjoined.TTTheTMidrashTstates:

The people which I formed for Myself, that they might tell of My praise (Isaiah 43:21).  Da-
vid said to the Holy One blessed be He, Since You are the subject of my praise, will You hold 
Your peace?  Hold not Your people, O God of my praise.  Scripture also says, Will You re-
frain Yourself from these things, O Lord?  Will You hold your peace, and afflict us very sore? 
(Isaiah 64:11).  And will You hold Your peace at all our afflictions? O God, do not keep Your 
silence; do not hold Your peace (Tehillim / Psalms 83:2).

TheTfearTofTtheTLordTthatTleadsTtoTourTserviceTuntoTtheTLord,TisTtoTcleaveTtoTHim.TTTheTmeaningTofTcleavingTisT
toTseekTtheTLordTallTtheTdaysTofTourTlives,TtoTliveTaTrepentantTlife,TtoThumbleTourselves,TandTtoTrelyTuponTtheT
LordTforTeverything.TTWeTdoTnotTrelyTuponTtheTmiraclesTinTourTlivesTthatTtheTLordThasTbrought.TTWeTrelyTuponT
theTLordTHimselfTwhoTisTableTtoTsustainTusTonTaTdailyTbasis,TinTfood,Tdrink,Tcloths,TandTpeaceTbetweenTmen.TT
ForTthoseTwhoTpursueTtheTLord,TweTtakeTitTuponTourselvesTtoTstudyTGod’sTWord,TtoTdrawTnearTbyTtheTwayTweT
liveTourTlivesTforTHim.TTToTgrowTinTHimTthroughTHisTword,TisTtoTunderstandThowTweTareTcalledTtoTliveTourT
livesTforTHim.TTItTisTinTthisTmannerTofTworshipTthatTtheTMidrashTstates,T“The people of Israel have praise for 
no other than the Holy One blessed be He, and the Holy One blessed be He, has praise for no other than the 
people of Israel, as is said, The people which I formed for Myself, that they might tell of My praise (Isaiah 
43:21).”TTTheTmannerTinTwhichTweTareTtoTcleaveT( ַדָּב)TuntoTtheTLord,TthisTwayTofTlivingTourTlivesTforTHim,T
bearingTHisTtestimoniesTinTourTlivesTforTallTeternityT(Isaiah 40:7-8),TthisTisThowTweTgiveTpraisesTtoTtheTLord,T
andThowTHeTplacesTHisTgloryTuponTeachToneTofTus.TT
T MidrashTTehillimT109,TPartT1TconcludesTsaying,T“How can You hold Your peace considering all that they 
have done to Your house, as is said, Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised You, is 
burned up with fire (Isaiah 64:10).  The Holy One blessed be He, answered the children of Israel, I have long 
time held My peace, I have been still, and refrained Myself (Isaiah 42:14), that is, refrained Myself from 
crying out at the deeds of the first three kingdoms.  But now on account of Edom, Will I cry like a travailing 
woman.”T TTheTmidrashTconcludesTwithTcommentsTonTtheTdestructionTofTtheTTempleTofTGod.T TTheTenemyT
seeksTtoTkill,Tsteal,TandTdestroyTfromTourTlives,TwhereTourTbodiesTareTsupposedTtoTbeTaTplaceTpreparedTforTasT
aTsanctuaryTforTtheTLord.TTRememberTinTTehillim / Psalms 108,TweTdiscussedThowTeachTmanTisTtoTmakeTaT
sanctuaryTinTtheTrecessesTofThisTheart.TTInTaTsimilarTway,TsinTisTtheTenemyTofTourTlives,TandTsinsTgoalTisTforTtheT
destructionTofTthatTTempleTthatTisTcreatedTinTourThearts,TtheTplaceTinTourTheartsTwhereTtheTLordTdwells.TTThisTisT
whyTitTisTsoTimportantTforTusTtoTguardTourThearts.TTTheTenemyTseeksTforTusTtoTturnTfromTourTfaithfulness,TandT
toTgiveTinTtoTsinTinTourTlives.TTThisTcallsTforTperseverance.TTRevelation 14:12TaccordingTtoTtheTNIVTstatesT“This 
calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and remain faithful to 
Jesus,”TwhereasTtheTNASBTstates,T“Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of 
God and their faith in Jesus.”TTTheTideaTisTthatTweTareTcalledTtoTremainTfaithfulTandTstrongTregardlessTofTtheT
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circumstancesTinTourTlives.TTOurTremainingTstrongTinTtheTfaithTisTbroughtTforthTbyTtheTfruitTofTourTlives,TtoT
remainTinTtheTcommandsTofTGodTbeingTjoinedT(cleaving)TtoTGod’sTWordTandTitsTapplicationTinTourTlivesTforT
HisTglory!
T MidrashTTehillimT119,TPartT2TopensTwithTtheTDiburTHamathilT(ihחiמlT בוhד)Tsaying,T“For the mouth of 
the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me (Tehillim / Psalms 109:2).”  The homiletic 
introductionTtoTtheTmidrashTstates,T“What is meant by the words, the mouth opened against Me?”TTTheTentireT
midrashTstatesTtheTfollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק קט סימן ב
עi/Thiחו. Tlמ מTh/ו Tשע Th/ Thכ T Tב 
-ומi/Tlחו,Tנכנ וiTבlTihמ דשTואמ
,elhiעTehh ihוTד hTelhliאTכןhlTו  
 שנאמ Tואמ TאThאhliמוT[וגו׳]hT ומו
 וhעז וכTe(דב iTehבiTזiTח),TכךhlTו
 אמ וTבבlTihמ דשhTדhנוT מTlוiאlT׳
 /עTiכTiזאTi(שTeשTeדב iTeh״בTכז),
h/ Thכ T נאמ Tכךi T,l/ Tחוןi/ Tlז Tןhא 

  שעTו/Thמ מTlעi/Thiחו.

Midrash Tehillim 109, Part 2
2.  For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are 
opened against me (Tehillim / Psalms 109:2).  What is meant by 
the words, the mouth opened against Me?  It means that when the 
wicked came into the Temple, they said, Where is their god?  Let 
him come down and maintain their cause now, as is said, Where 
are their gods, the rock in whom they trusted, Let him rise up and 
help you (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:37-38).  Thus they spoke in the 
Holy Temple and even more, boasting, Our high hand and not the 
Lord has done all this. (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:27).  Now is not 
all this an open mouthing against the Lord?  Hence it is said, For 
the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened 
against Me.

T TheTrabbisTspeakTofTtheTwickedTbeingTdeceitfulTtoTtheTchildrenTofTGodTevenTtoTtheTgoingTintoTtheTTempleT
ofTGodTandTquestioningTtheTexistenceTofTtheTLordTGodTAlmighty.TTThisTquestionT“Prove to me that God ex-
ists”TisTaTchallengeTasToldTasTreligionTitself.TTReligionTisTdefinedTasTaTnounTasT“the belief in and worship of a 
superhuman controlling power, especially a personal God or gods.”TTAccordingTtoTtheTreligionTofTtheTScrip-
turesT(i.e.TJudaism)TtheTbeliefTinTtheTexistenceTofTGodTisTaxiomaticT(unquestionable),TyetTthereTareTsoTmanyT
whoTstillTquestionTthisTveryTfoundationalTpremise.TTInTaddition,TitTisTalsoTdifficultTtoTarticulateTaTconvincingT
responseTforTthoseTwhoTdoTnotTbelieveTGodTexists.TTTheTreasonTbeing,TbasedTuponTtheTstudyTofTtheTPsalmsT
alone,TweTunderstandTthatTitTisTtheTLordTGodTinTheavenTwhoTalsoTfacilitatesTfaithTandTbeliefTinTHisTexistance.TT
Furthermore,TanyTanswerTgivenTtoTsuchTaTquestionTisTusuallyTfollowedTbyTaTtorrentTofTprotestTquestioningT
suchTaTbelief,TsuchTasT“if there is a God, where was He during the Holocaust?”Tand,T“why do bad things 
happen to good people?”Tetc.TAccordingTtoTJudaism,TtheTThirteenTPrinciplesTofTFaith,TbasedTonTtheTcommen-
taryTofTMaimonides to Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1TmayTbeTsummarizedTinTtheTfollowing:TwayT

The first four principles of Faith

1. ITbelieveTwithTcompleteT faithT thatT theTCreator,TblessedTbeTHisTname,T isT theT
CreatorTandTGuideTofTallTtheTcreatedTbeings,TandTthatTHeTaloneThasTmade,TdoesT
make,TandTwillTmakeTallTthings.

2.T ITbelieveTwithTcompleteTfaithTthatTtheTCreator,TblessedTbeTHisTname,TisTOneT
andTAlone;TthatTthereTisTnoTonenessTinTanyTwayTlikeTHim;TandTthatTHeTaloneTisT
ourTGodTwas,Tis,TandTwillTbe.

3.T ITbelieveTwithTcompleteTfaithTthatTtheTCreator,TblessedTbeTHisTname,TisTincor-
poreal;TthatTHeTisTfreeTfromTallTanthropomorphicTproperties;TandTthatTHeThasT
no likeness at all.
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4.T ITbelieveTwithTcompleteTfaithTthatTtheTCreator,TblessedTbeTHisTname,TisTtheTfirstT
andTtheTlast.

TheTwickedTcomeTbeforeTbothTmenTandTGodTandTstate,T“Where is their god?  Let him come down and main-
tain their cause now, as is said, Where are their gods, the rock in whom they trusted, Let him rise up and 
help you (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:37-38).  Thus they spoke in the Holy Temple and even more, boasting, 
“Our high hand” and not the Lord has done all this. (Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:27).”TTTheTgreatTJewishT
philosophersTdisagreedTasTtoTwhichTisTtheTstrongestTproofTthatTGodTexists.TTRabbiTYehudaTHaleviTinThisTbookT
KuzariT(2:26)TarguesTthat,T“the highest faith is that derived through tradition alone, in which case metaphys-
ical proof should only be used as a last resort to preclude disbelief.”TTMaimonidesT(Moreh Nevuchim 3:51)T
disagrees.TTHeTarguesTthat,TcourTfaithTbeginsTwithTtheTtraditionsTthatThaveTbeenTtransmittedTtoTusTbyTourTan-
cestorsTandTinTourTsacredTliterature.TThisTisTalludedTtoTinTtheTverse,T“Hear O Israel, the Lord God, He is one.”    
T MidrashTTehillimT119,TPartT2TconcludesTsaying,T“Now is not all this an open mouthing against the Lord?  
Hence it is said, For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against Me.”  The 
LordTGodTofTIsraelTintendTforTusTtoTliveTourTlivesTaccordingTtoTHisTinstructions.TTThisTisTwhyTtheTunrighteousT
areTalwaysTdescribedTinTthisTwayTinTcontrastTtoTtheTTorahT(Law)TofTGod.TTIsraelTwasTcalledTtoTwalkTaTveryT
straightTandTnarrowTline,TfollowingTHisTcommandmentsTtoTliveTinTrighteousness,Tjustice,TandTtruth.TTWeTtooT
areTalsoTcalledTtoTwalkTinTtheTstraightTandTnarrow.TTAsTaTbelieverTinTtheTMessiah,ThaveTyouTchosenTtheTpathTofT
righteousness,Tjustice,TandTtruth?
T MidrashTTehillimT109,TPartT3TopensTwithTtheTDiburTHamathilT(ihחiמlT בוhד)Tsaying,T“They compassed 
me about also with words of hatred (Tehillim / Psalms 109:3).”TTTheThomileticTintroductionTtoTtheTmidrashT
states,T“What words of hatred?  They speak the words of hatred that their father gave them, for it is said, 
And Esau hated Jacob (Bereshit / Genesis 27:41) hated him so much that Esau took vengeance and nursed 
his hatred.”TTTheTentireTmidrashTstatesTtheTfollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק קט סימן ג
שמדב Tlשנאl Tlמ T.lשנא Th ודב T Tג-
- TehבשנאTlשמ  TeliTאבT,elhשנא
ihב אש) Tע בh Tiא Tעשו Te—שhו T מ 
hחמונihו T.lשנא T —ונו Te נו T,(מא Tכז 
עמT,hאמ וhTש Tehחמiנ TelTeחנ T.eחנ-
  אTiאנוTכששiחנוTאצiוTבאlבTlנlגנו
 עמו,Tשנאמ TוhשiחTמשTlמiאכTeh[וגו׳
 כTlאמ TאחhךhTש אT[i(במדב TכhTד),
eאדוT[וhiא]T(elhiא)T אמhוTואlTiאב 
(שTeשTeבמ Tךiא  iTאצאTבח בTן/-
eוiש Thאנ Tiש אh Tאמ ו T,(חh Tכ׳ T דב 
 וכThאדב lTמiTlמiחמTl(Tehili כTז),
,eכiאTחוhנlTאiTiש אhiTlב״ lT אמ 
hשע/TlשiשTiעT׳lT אמTlכT נאמTכךi 
 אדוTe[וגו׳]TעTi ד/וTבח בTאחhוT(עמו 

אhTא).

Midrash Tehillim 109, Part 3
3.  They compassed me about also with words of hatred (Tehillim 
/ Psalms 109:3).  What words of hatred?  They speak the words of 
hatred that their father gave them, for it is said, And Esau hated 
Jacob (Bershit / Genesis 27:41) hated him so much that Esau took 
vengeance and nursed his hatred.  And fought against me without a 
cause (Tehillim / Psalms 109:3), that is, they fight against me with-
out provocation.  For the people of Israel said, We, when we sent 
messengers to Esau, we conducted ourselves with good will, as is 
said And Moshe sent messengers unto the king of Edom, Thus said 
your brother Israel (Bamidbar / Numbers 20:14).  On the other 
hand, Edom said unto him, Lest I come out with the sword against 
you (Bamidbar / Numbers 20:18).  The people of Israel said, I am 
all peace; but when I speak, they are for war (Tehillim / Psalms 
120:7).  Therefore, the Holy One blessed be He, said to Israel, 
They have not left you in peace.  Hence, it is said, Thus says the 
Lord, For three transgressions of Edom, yes, for four, I will not 
reverse it, because he did pursue his brother with the sword (Amos 
1:11).

T BasedTuponT theThomoleticT introductionT toT theTMidrash,T theTrabbisTsayT thatTEsauT tookTvengeanceTandT
nursedThisThatredTofTJacob.TTHowTdidTEsauTtakeTvengeanceTagainstTJacob?TTBasedTuponTtheTTorah,TJacobTfledT
fromTtheTpresenceTofTEsauTtoTHaranTandTtheTLordTblessedThimTgreatly,TwithTaTlargeTfamilyTandTmuchTwealth.TT
WhenTheTreturnedTtoTtheTPromisedTLand,TheTmetTEsauTandTtheyThadTmissedTeachTotherTandThadTonlyTgoodT
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wordsTtoTspeakTtoToneTanother.TTWhatTexactlyTdoesTitTmeanTthatTEsauTtookTvengeance?TTCouldTthisTbeTinTrefer-
enceTtoThisTdecisionTtoTviolateTtheTcovenantTofTGodTbyTtakingTfromTtheTdaughtersTofTtheTHittites?TTTheTrabbisT
alsoTsayTthatTheTnursedThisThatred.TTWhatTdoesTitTmeanTtoTnurseThatred?TTToTnurseThatredTmeansTtoTcultivate,T
toTtakeTcareTof,TtoTcauseTtoTgrow,TandTtoTencourageThatredTtoTincrease.TTWhatTtheTrabbisTareTspeakingTofTareT
theTconceptsTofTNekimaTandTNetira.TTNekimaT(orTNekamah)TisTwhatTweTcallTtakingTrevengeTi.e. not lending 
an item to another person and Netira is what we call bearing a grudge.TTTheTTorahTspeaksTofTtheseTthingsT
asTtheTprohibitionsTofTnetiraTandTnekima.TTNoteTthatTtheTprohibitionTonTrevengeTisTnotTlimitedTtoTvigilantismT
andTviolence.TTThisTconceptTofTNekimaTincludesTtheTmereTrefusalTtoTlendTitemsTtoTanotherTdueTtoTaTpriorTsim-
ilarTact.TTForTexample,T“I will not lend this guy something because he would not lend to me,” etc.  This is 
theTconceptTofTNetira,TthatTofTholdingTaTgrudge.TTThisTisTrelatedTtoTGod’sTinstructionsTtoTmaintainTpeaceTandT
harmony.TTWhileTstudyingTtheTcommandsTofTGod,TitTisTtheTactTofTexactingTretributionTthatTisTfundamentallyT
prohibited.TTTheTTorahTisTconcernedTwithTtheTdestructiveTmindsetTofToneTwaitingTforTtheTrightTmomentTtoTtakeT
revenge.TTThisTisTwhatTYeshuaTwasTteachingTinTMatthew 5:38.TTInTtheTTalmudTBavliTYomaT23a,TtheTrabbisT
defineTtheTprohibitionTofTnekimaTasTtheTrefusalTtoTlendToutTaTtoolTtoToneTwhoThasTpreviouslyTrefusedTtoTdoTso.TT
ThisTdescriptionTdoesTnotTmeanTthatTtheTonlyTtypeTofTprohibitedTnekimaTisTrefusingTtoThelpTanotherTwithTone’sT
property.TTNoteTthatTweTdoTnotTreadTinTtheTTorahTthatTEsauTofferedTtoThelpTJacobTsettleTinTtheTlandTofTCanaanT
byTofferingTsomethingTtoThim.TTEsauTdidTofferTthatThisTmenTgoTalongTwithTJacobTtoThelpTwithTtheTcattle,TbutT
nothingTofTmaterialTvalueTwasToffered.T TSifraTKedoshimT2:4TusesTtheTsameTexamplesTfromTtheTTalmudTtoT
describeTNekima,TbutTitTintroducesTthemTdifferently.TTTheTrabbisTaskT“What is revenge and what is bearing a 
grudge?”TtheyTask,T“How far does the power of revenge extend?”TandT“How far does the power of bearing a 
grudge extend?”TTTheseTquestionsTsuggestTthatTtheTprohibitionsTofTKekimaTandTNetiraTalsoTextendTtoTspeech,T
whichThaveTtheTcapacityTtoTbeTmoreTsevereTformsTofTvengeanceTasTopposedTtoTone’sTactions.TT
T TheTMidrashTstates:T

And fought against me without a cause (Tehillim / Psalms 109:3), that is, they fight against 
me without provocation.  For the people of Israel said, We, when we sent messengers to 
Esau, we conducted ourselves with good will, as is said And Moshe sent messengers unto 
the king of Edom, Thus said your brother Israel (Bamidbar / Numbers 20:14).  On the other 
hand, Edom said unto him, Lest I come out with the sword against you (Bamidbar / Numbers 
20:18).

JacobTsoughtTtoTbeTatTpeaceTandTtheTLordTwasTwithThimTtoTattainTthatTpeaceTthatTheTdesired.TTTheTmidrashT
speaksTofTaTprovocationTwithoutTaTcause.TTRambamT(Hilkhot De’ot 7:7)TspeaksTofTtheTattitudeTofToneTwhoT
seeksTrevengeTandTtheTunnecessaryTangerTthatTinterpersonalTdisputesTmayTcause.TT

Hilkhot De’ot 7:7 
Even though it is not punishable by lashes, it is a very bad trait. Instead, a person should be 
forgoing of his rights as regards all mundane things, for men of understanding consider all 
these things as vanity and emptiness which are not worth seeking revenge for.

RambamTcontinuesTtoTidentifyTnetiraT(holdingTaTgrudge)TasTbeingTtheTrootTcauseTofTtakingTrevenge.TTOneTwhoT
isTableTtoTavoidTbearingTaTgrudgeTwillTnotTcomeTtoTavengeThimselfTorTherself.TTTheTideaTisTthatTweTareTtoTseekT
toTpreventToutTheartsTfromTholdingTaTgrudge.TTHeTcontinuesTsayingTtheTfollowing:T

A person who acts in this manner violates the prohibition against bearing a grudge. One 
should eradicate the thing from his heart and not bear a grudge. For as long as one nurses 
a grievance and keeps it in mind, one may come to take vengeance. Therefore, the Torah 
emphatically warns us not to bear a grudge, so that the impression of the wrong shall be 
obliterated and no longer remembered. This is a proper quality which permits a stable envi-
ronment, trade, and commerce to be established among people.
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WithoutTourTseekingTtheTLord’sThelpTdaily,TweTwillTbeTunableTtoTovercomeTtheTjealousiesTthatTmayTraiseTupT
toTcauseTusTtoTrefuseThelpTofTanother.TTHaveTyouTeverTexperiencedTthisTsortTofTnegativeTmindset?TTHaveTyouT
everTsoughtTforgivenessTforThavingTthisTkindTofTattitude?
T MidrashTTehillimT109,TPartT3TconcludesTsaying,T“The people of Israel said, I am all peace; but when I 
speak, they are for war (Tehillim / Psalms 120:7).  Therefore, the Holy One blessed be He, said to Israel, 
They have not left you in peace.  Hence, it is said, Thus says the Lord, For three transgressions of Edom, 
yes, for four, I will not reverse it, because he did pursue his brother with the sword (Amos 1:11).”TTTheTideaT
isTthatTweTareTableTonlyTtoTcontrolTourTownTbehaviorTtowardsTothers,TandTweThaveTnoTpowerToverThowTothersT
perceiveTusToutsideTofTourTdoingTwhatTtheTLordTGodTAlmightyTdesiresTofTusTandTofTwhatTYeshuaTtheTMessiahT
demonstratedTinThisTlifeTasTourTexample.TTTheTgeneralTconsensusTisTthatTasTGod’sTpeopleTweTareTtoTliveTatT
peaceTwithToneTanother,TprayTforTourTenemies,TandTseekTtoTliveTinTrighteousness,Tjustice,TandTtruth,TbyTtheT
handTofTGodTinTourTlivesT(withTHisThelp).
T MidrashTTehillimT109,TPartT4TopensTwithTtheTDiburTHamathilT(ihחiמlT בוhד)Tsaying,T“In return for my 
love they are my adversaries (Tehillim / Psalms 109:4).”  The אiחhi/T(Petihta)TtheThomileticTintroductionTtoT
theTmidrashTstates,T“The Holy One blessed be He said, Except for Israel there would be no blessing in the 
world, for it is said, The Lord will command the blessing with you (Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:8).”  The 
entireTMidrashTstatesTtheTfollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק קט סימן ד
iאTlב״ lT אמT.hש—נונhThiבlאTiחiTTד-
 מhThiש אiTiאTlhlTב כTlבעוT,eiשנאמ 
ח), Tכח Teh דב) Tlב כl Tiא Tךiא T׳l Tצוh 
,ehזו חTiמאו וlTוhlTאiTiש אhThiמiוא 
[חו Tlihiו Teומh Thih ב Tאi Teא T שנאמ-
iג Tlhמ h) T[hiשמ Tאi Tוא ץ Tehשמ Tiו  
 כT,(lוiאlTlhlTמ— hTו ד,Tשנאמ i/hTח
hב), Tכח Teh דב) Tוב—l Tאוצ ו Tiא Tךi T׳l 
liא Tiכ Teiעוl Tiאומוi Tiש אh Tאמ ו 
שו Teiוא T,נוihבשב Tlב״ l Teכi Tlעוש-
hש—נונhThiבlאTiחiT שנאמT,נוiאוTehנא 
-[שבעTeh /TehאנוTמ  hבTehבחגTעTiשב
 hשTelhiעTehii/iמTואנוT,iאומוTehע-
hואנThש—נונhThiבlאTiחiThוlT,ehגשמTדו 
lhמ h)Tlע Tlוב—TiחiTeiשוhlT.[li/i 
,lוב— TiחiTlע Thiע Tמוhשhו Thוl T,(כ Tחh 

.li/iThואנTכךi

Midrash Tehillim 109, Part 4
4.  In return for my love they are my adversaries (Tehillim / 
Psalms 109:4).  The Holy One blessed be He said, Except for 
Israel there would be no blessing in the world, for it is said, The 
Lord will command the blessing with you (Devarim / Deuteron-
omy 28:8).  And except for Israel, no lights would shine in heav-
en, as it is said, But for the people of My covenant I would not 
have established day and night, nor the ordinances of heaven and 
earth (Jeremiah 33:24); and the rain would not come down, for it 
is said, The Lord will open unto you His good treasure, the heav-
en to give the rain of your land (Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:12).  
Accordingly, the people of Israel said to the nations of the earth, 
Because of us, the Holy One blessed be He does all these things 
for you, and yet you hate us, as is said, In return for my love they 
are my adversaries.  At the festival of Tabernacles we offer up 
seventy bullocks of the seventy nations, and we pray that rain 
will come down for them.  Yet in return for my love they are my 
adversaries, still I am all prayer (Tehillim / Psalms 104:4).  Will 
evil be recompensed for good? (Jeremiah 18:20). Even though 
they have laid upon me evil for good (Tehillim / Psalms 109:5), 
still I am all prayer. 

T TheTrabbisTmakeTtheTcommentTthatTwithoutTIsrael,TthereTwouldTbeTnoTblessingTinTtheTworld.TTWhatTdoTyouT
thinkTtheyTmeanTbyTmakingTsuchTaTstatement?TTNoteThowTtheTMidrashTquotesTfromTDevarim / Deuteronomy 
28:8Tsaying,T:ְךiָTןiֵֹנTָךhlֶֹאֱלTlָֹוlhְ- ֶׁאֲשTבָּאֶָ ץTָוּבֵַ כְךTָדֶךhָTחiְַׁמִשTiֹוּבְכTָךhֶבַּאֲָ מTlָבְָּ כlַ-iֶאTָאִתְּךTlָֹוlhְTצַוhְTTT28:8 ח 
‘The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He 
will bless you in the land which the Lord your God gives you. (NASB)TTAsTweTreadTtheseTpassages,TweTseeT
howTtheTLordTwillTblessTthoseTinTtheTmidstTofTtheTpeopleTofTIsrael,TtheTblessingTofTGodTgoesTwithTHisTpeople.TT
AsTweTreadTtheTincredibleTstoryTofTtheTGodTofTIsrael’sTrevelationTatTMt.TSinai,TitTisTeasyTtoTforgetTthatTtheT
JewishTpeopleTwaitedToverT400TyearsTtoThearTtheTvoiceTofTGodTthatTseemedTsoTfamiliarTtoTtheirTforefathersT
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Abraham,TIsaac,TandTJacob.TTGoingTthroughThistory,T1400TyearsTfromTtheTtimeTofTtheTgivingTofTtheTTorahTatT
Sinai,TfromTtheTstoriesTofTAbrahamTandTofTMoshe,TtheseTremarkableTstoriesTtendTtoTgetTlostTinTtheTreadingT
ofTtheTApostolicTWritings.TTWhatTisTforgottenTisTthatTtheTLordTGodTofTIsraelTisTaTGodTwhoTfollowsTaTprocess.TT
TheTdictionaryTdefinesT“process”TasTaTnounTmeaningT“a series of actions or steps taken in order to achieve 
a particular end.”  TheTwaysTofTtheTLordTcertainlyTfallsTwithinTthisTdescriptionTwithinTHisTinteractionsTwithT
HisTpeople.TTTheTLordTwasTinTtheTprocessTofTrestoringTHisTpeopleTtoTHimselfTfromTsinceTtheTtimeTofTbe’ganT
edenT(בְגַן-עֵדֶן,T inTtheTgardenTofTEden).T TTheTLordTtakesTHisTtimeTwhereTeachTstepTisTintentionalTinTwhichT
theTLordTmovesThisTpeopleTcloserTandTcloserTtoTrestorationTandTredemption.TTTheTsameTmayTbeTsaidTofTourT
relationshipTwithTtheTLordTandTwithTothers.TTInTourTrelationshipTwithTtheTLord,TweTdrawTnear,TweTstudyTHisT
word,TandTweTputTHisTwordTintoTpracticeTinTorderTtoTshapeTandTtoTmoldTourselvesTintoTtheTpeopleTHeTwouldT
haveTusTtoTbe.TTMostTcertainly,THeTisTinTtheTprocessTofTfulfillingTeveryTpromiseTHeTeverTmadeTtoTtheTpeopleT
ofTIsrael,TbringingTthemTbackTtoTtheirTLandTfromTallTtheTnationsTofTtheirTdispersionTandTgreatlyTblessingTtheT
nationsT(theTentireTword)TbyTHisTpeople.TTItTisTwithinTthisTcontext,TtheTTorahTcontext,TthatTweTunderstandTtheT
messageTofTtheTMidrash,TwhereTtheTrabbisTmakeTtheTcommentTthatTwithoutTIsrael,TthereTwouldTbeTnoTbless-
ingTinTtheTworld.TTTheTLordTsaidTinTDevarim / Deuteronomy 28:8 “I will bless,”TjustTasTHeTsaidTinTBereshit 
/ Genesis 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”TTOneTofTtheTpromisesTisTthatTIsraelTwillTbeTaTblessingTtoTtheTnations.TT
WhyTdoTyouTthinkTitTisTtodayTsoTmanyTnationsTstandTinToppositionTtoTIsrael?TTItTisTbecauseTtheTenemyTknowsT
whatTGod’sTWordTdeclaresTaboutTHisTpeople.TTTheTHebrewTwordTforT“bless”TinTthisTpassageTisTbarachT(ב ך).TT
TheTwordTmeansTtoTdoTorTgiveTsomethingTofTvalueTtoTsomeoneTelse;TitTrefersTtoTaTspecialTfavor,TaTmercy,TorT
aTbenefit;TaTgiftTbestowedTbyTGod.TTTheTTorahTendowsTtheTmeaningTofTtheTword,TinfusingTtheTblessingTwithT
holinessTorTdivineTpurpose.TTItTisTtheTrootTofTtheTwordTbrachahT(lב כ)TwhichTweTfindTinTcountlessTpassagesTinT
theTTanakhTandTtheTWritingsTofTtheTApostlesTwhichTbeginTwithTtheTwords,T“Blessed is he who...”TTTheTrootT
meaningTisT“to kneel”TshowingTtheThumilityTofTtheToneTbringingTtheTblessing.TTThisTdrawsTinTtheTcontextTofT
humblingTourselvesTbeforeTGodTandTreceivingTmercyTandTbeingTgivenTaTdivineTpurposeTtoTliveTourTlivesTforT
Him.TTWhenTtheTLordTGodTmadeTthisTpromiseTofTblessingTtoTAbraham,THeTcreatedTaTnewTwayTofTlookingTatT
ourTrelationshipTwithTHim.TTTheTbeautyTisTfoundTinTtheTexpressionsTofTblessingTthroughTourTrelationshipTwithT
Him,TthatTisTexpressedTthroughTtheTcycleTofTinterconnectionTandTinterdependence,TwithTtheTGodTofTcreationT
dwellingTinTourTmidst.TTThisTrelationshipTcallsTusTtoTholiness,Trighteousness,TandTloveTthroughTanTeverlastingT
covenantTweTareTinvitedTtoTparticipateTin.TT
T TheTMidrashTcontinuesTsayingTtheTfollowing:

And except for Israel, no lights would shine in heaven, as it is said, But for the people of My 
covenant I would not have established day and night, nor the ordinances of heaven and earth 
(Jeremiah 33:24); and the rain would not come down, for it is said, The Lord will open unto 
you His good treasure, the heaven to give the rain of your land (Devarim / Deuteronomy 
28:12).  Accordingly, the people of Israel said to the nations of the earth, Because of us, the 
Holy One blessed be He does all these things for you, and yet you hate us, as is said, In re-
turn for my love they are my adversaries.  At the festival of Tabernacles we offer up seventy 
bullocks of the seventy nations, and we pray that rain will come down for them.

T TheTmidrashTstatesTthatTIsraelThasTcausedTtheTlightTtoTshineTinTheavenTbecauseTtheTLordThadTsaidTthatT
HeThasTestablishedTdayTandTnightTforTHisTpeople.TTTheTrainsTthatTfallTuponTIsraelTareTaTpartTofTthatTblessingT
theTLordTwouldTsendTtoTHisTpeople.TTAsTtheTrainTisTsentTtoTIsrael,TsoTtooTitTfallsTuponTtheTnations,TbutTyetTtheT
nationsThateTIsraelTandTdoTnotTrecognizeTtheTsourceTofTtheTblessingTtheyThaveTreceived.T TNoteThowTIsraelT
alsoToffersTupTbullsTuponTtheTaltar,T70TinTall,TcorrespondingTtoTtheT70Tnations,TandTprayingTforTtheTnationsTtoT
receiveTtheTblessingTofTGod.TTThisTisTimportantTbecauseTitTisTconsistentTwithTtheTYeshua’sTteachingTinTMathew 
5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. (NASB)  
T MidrashTTehillimT109,TPartT4TconcludesTsaying,T“Yet in return for my love they are my adversaries, still I 
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am all prayer (Tehillim / Psalms 104:4).  Will evil be recompensed for good? (Jeremiah 18:20). Even though 
they have laid upon me evil for good (Tehillim / Psalms 109:5), still I am all prayer.”TTNoteThowTtheTrabbisT
sayTevenTinTtheTmidstTofThatredTtheTenemyTsendsTtowardsTGod’sTpeople,TaTchildTofTGodTareTtoTcontinueTinT
prayerTforTtheTpeaceTandTprosperityTofTherTenemies.TTPrayerTforTyourTenemiesTisToneTofTtheTdeepestTformsTofT
love,TbecauseTitTmeansTthatTyouThaveTtoTreallyTwantTthatTsomethingTgoodThappensTtoTthem.TTThisTseemsTtoTbeT
whatTisTbeingTexpressedTaccordingTtoTtheTMidrash.TTTheTpointTisTthatTinTourTactions,ToneTmightTdoTniceTthingsT
forThisTorTherTenemyTwithoutTanyTgenuineTdesireTthatTthingsTgoTwellTwithTthem.TTOnTtheTotherThand,TgoingTinT
prayerTonTtheirTbehalfTisTtoTgoTinTtheTpresenceTofTGodTwhoTknowsTyourTheart,TandTintercedeTwithTtheTLordTonT
theirTbehalf.TTThisTmayTbeTforTtheirTblessing,TitTmayTbeTforTtheirTrepentance,TandTitTmayTbeTthatTtheyTwouldTT
beTawakenedTtoTtheTenmityTinTtheirThearts.TTPrayingTforTourTenemiesTmayTalsoTbeTconcernedTwithTtheirTstop-
pingTtheirTdownwardTspiralTofTsin,TevenTifTitTtakesTaTformTofTcalamityTtoTdoTso.TTTheTprayerTforTourTenemiesT
howeverTaccordingTtoTMatthew 5:44TisTalwaysTforTtheirTgood.TTThisTisTtheTattitudeTthatTYeshuaThadTwhenTheT
hungTuponTtheTcross.TTSayingT“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”T(Luke 23:34)TYeshuaTT
isTcallingTusTnotTjustTtoTdoTgoodTthingsTforTourTenemy,TlikeTgreetingTthemTandThelpingTsupplyTtheirTneeds;TheT
isTalsoTcallingTusTtoTwantTtheirTbest,TandTtoTexpressTthoseTwantsTinTourTprayersTevenTwhenTtheTenemyTisTdoingT
theTworseTtoTus.TTOurTheartsTshouldTwantTthisTforTthemTandTforTtheTpresenceTorTGodTinTtheirTlives.TTWeTareT
toTprayTasTtheTapostleTPaulTdidTforThisTpeople,TespeciallyTforTthoseTwhoTmadeTlifeTveryThardTforTPaul.TT“My 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.”T(Romans 10:1)TLet’sTPray!

HeavenlyTFather,

T LordTgreatTisTYourTmercy,Tlovingkindness,TandTgraceTtoTsaveTusTfromTnotTonlyTourTenemies,TbutTalsoTfromT
ourselves.TTLordThelpTusTtoTseekTandTtoTserveTYouTallTtheTdaysTofTourTlives.TTWeTrecognizeTtheTweaknessesTinT
ourTstrengthTandTresolveTtoTserveTyouTandTtoTdoTwhatTisTexpected,TtoTbeThumbleTandTprayTandTremainTinTYourT
word.TTLordThelpTusTtoThaveTtheTstrengthTtoTstandTforTtruthTandTlife,TtoThaveTtheTdesireTtoTseekTYouTinTprayerT
andTinTYourTWord,TandTtoThaveTfaithTinTYeshuaTYourTMessiah,TandTtoTloveTourTneighborTeachTday.TTWeTthankT
YouTLordTforTYourTcontinuedTfaithfulnessTtoTYourTpromisesTandTtoTus.TTHelpTusTtoTgrowTinTourTfaith,TtoTwalkT
inTtheTspirit,TandTapplyTtheseTtruthsTtoTourTlives.TTWeTpraiseTYourTHolyTNameTandTgiveTYouTallTofTtheThonor,T
andTtheTglory,TandTtheTpraiseTforeverTandTever.TT

InTYeshua’sT(Jesus’)TNameTweTpray!TTAmen!

BeTBlessedTinTYeshua,TChristTourTMessiah!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
iilוiTlhאדוננוTמו נוTו בhנוhTשועTמiךlTמשhחiTעוTeiועד:

HallelujahTforTourTLord,TourTTeacher,TourTRabbi,
“Yeshua”TKingTMessiahTforeverTandTever
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