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Parashat Shemot
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Shemot / Exodus 1:1-6:1, Ismiah L7:6-28:15, 29:.22-23
Luke 5:12-37

The Pretense of Halfheartedness

In this week’s Torah portion, Parashat Shemot, we read that a new
king raised up in Egypt and placed Israel into slavery being afraid be-
cause of Her large numbers. We also read how the Lord raised up a de-
liverer, one who will take Isael out of bondage and slavery. Based upon
this week’s reading, and upon the deliverer / redeemer narratives, we
are given the themes of sin and redemption coupled to God’s Torah as
a way of life. The Lord God told His people in relation to the Mitzvot
saying, Bamidbar / Numbers 32:23 M2 DOROT 737 12 Pvyn 8H-om
Nallahigia‘ealoRalins DDi}]NIQUHUﬂ But if you do not do so, you will have
sinned against the LORD; and know that your sin will find you. (NASB)
This phrase “and know that your sin will find you” (WYX DINRVI W
DONX R¥72A) 1s one of the most important and misunderstood state-
ments in all God’s Word. Here Moshe is speaking of one particular
aspect of sin, that of having a stubborn heart coupled with a refusal to
wholly follow the Lord! There are many sins that go unexposed here
on earth and will be revealed only at the Judgment (Luke 12:3, Matthew
10:27). Rambam on Bereshit / Genesis 1:1 Part I sates the following,
“the story of the whole topic of creation until the creation of Adam, and
that He made him ruler over the work of His hands and all that was giv-
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en over beneath his feet, and the Garden of Eden - which is the best of
all the places created in this world - became established for his dwell-
ing, until his sin drove him from there. And the people of the generation
of the Deluge, by their sin were driven from the entire world, and the
righteous one among them alone was spared, him and his sons. And
their descendants, their sin caused them to be scattered in places and
planted in lands, and they captured for themselves the places accord-
ing to their families among their peoples, as the opportunities arose to
them. If so, it is appropriate that when a people continues to sin, it will
be destroyed from its place and another people will inherit his land, for
this is the law of God in the world from always.” In relation to what
Rambam i1s saying, the peoples were dispersed across the face of the
earth due to their sin, unfaithfulness, and rebellion against wholly fol-
lowing in the ways of God. Those who do these things are condemned
in the midst of a righteous, holy, and just God. This condemnation will
be known by all peoples because these wicked men were known by the
extent of their wickedness and sin. All will know the reasons why the
sinner 1s eternally condemned. This is the source text for the Apostle
Paul’s interpretation saying, “In the day when God shall judge the se-
crets of man by Jesus Christ according to my gospel” (Romans 2:16,
&V NuUEPQ. 0te Kpivel 0 Beog To KpUTTTO. TV AvOpOTOV KOTO, TO EDOYYELIOV
uov owa. Xpiorodv Tnood.). The Greek word used here kpurnta (krupta)
for secrets is defined as, “that which is hidden, concealed, or covered
up.”” For example, the one who looks at pornography may hide his sin
until caught, or as in the case for the adulterer, until judgment day. The
thief may cover up his crimes and may not get caught in this life, and
the wicked heart or evil thoughts may remain unexposed before men.
Even hypocrisy may be hidden for years under a pretense of piety. But
as it is described in Bamidbar / Numbers 32:23 the sin of halfhearted-
ness will always find you out here and now because the Lord God of
Israel is watching! This pretense of “halfheartedness” 1s found un-
der the idea that one has not been found out yet. The important “7o-
rah context” in relation to these things from Parashat Shemot, is that
Moshe also had this pretense believing his sins had not found him out.
When Moshe killed the Egyptian, he thought nobody was watching.
The Lord God of Israel however was watching, He was present. We
learn that his sin did find him out and someone was watching. When
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Moshe was tending his flock on the Mountain of the Lord, again he did
not realize the Lord was present until the Lord revealed Himself. The
point is regardless of whether someone else sees our sins, “be sure that
your sins will find you out,” because the Lord 1s watching! This should
lead us to live a repentant lifestyle coupled to our faith in Yeshua the
Messiah! Let’s discuss this further in this week’s study.

This week we are looking at Shemot / Exodus 2:11-15:

Shemot / Exodus 2:11-15
2:10 The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh's
daughter and he became her son. And she named him
Moses, and said, ‘Because I drew him out of the water.’
2:11 Now it came about in those days, when Moses had
grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked
on their hard labors, and he saw an Egyptian beating a
Hebrew, one of his brethren. 2:12 So he looked this way
and that, and when he saw there was no one around, he
struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 2:13
He went out the next day, and behold, two Hebrews were
fighting with each other; and he said to the offender,
‘Why are you striking your companion?’ 2:14 But he
said, ‘Who made you a prince or a judge over us? Are
you intending to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?’
Then Moses was afraid and said, ‘Surely the matter has
become known.’ 2:15 When Pharaoh heard of this mat-
ter, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the pres-
ence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian, and
he sat down by a well. (NASB)
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According to the Torah, Moshe hid the body of the Egyptian, but
someone was watching. He also knew that he would one day be used
by God to deliver His people Israel. This is what had motivated him
to strike down the Egyptian and then proceed to mediate between his
brethren. When he was found out, he fled to Midian.
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Moshe taking matters into his own hands, the Torah states the follow-
ing, WK VAR AR "I 7Y VIV T VR Y W MR T
-NN VI YATN W 17270 P71 19K R AYH XYM XN 5-NY 23T
TTR-TISE WLV 2330 Y M1 AYR-NK 3702 W) 77 9370
WRAT-DY AW 2:14 But he said, ‘Who made you a prince or a judge
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over us? Are you intending to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?’ Then
Moses was afraid and said, ‘Surely the matter has become known.’
2:15 When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried to kill Moses. But
Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of Mid-
ian, and he sat down by a well. (NASB) We are told Moshe was afraid
for his life of being thought of as a deliverer, so he fled to the land of
Midan. In the map (shown above), Moshe made a significant journey
to flee from Egypt all the way to Midian. Midan appears to be in the
land of modern day Iran.

Note that Moshe knew the purpose of his birth, to deliver His peo-
ple, but he did not know what the Lord’s timing would be. The rabbis
have the following to say concerning Moshe within the context of Para-
shat Shemot.

Rashi on Shemot / Exodus 2:11:1

(11) 7wn 273 AND MOSES WAS GROWN — But has
it not already been written, (Exodus 2:10) “And the
child grew”? Rabbi Judah the son of Eloai said: the
first time it refers to growth in stature, the second time
to greatness, — that Pharaoh appointed him to have
charge over his palace (Tanchuma Yashan 2.2:17; cf.

also Yalkut Shimoni on Torah 166:11). (.7Wn 2731 (X°)
ORYPR 2272 T 27 N 77220 9730 202 129 KoM
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Rashi compares the repetition in the Torah text, 2:710 The child grew...
(7227 273 to the second mention of his having grown, 2.1/ Now it
came about in those days, when Moses had grown up... (22 | "M
"Yn 2731 0730) where in the one sense, the child had grown old enough
to be given in adoption, and the second time being old enough to be put
in charge having authority (greatness). Rashi describes two aspects of
Moshe’s life, growing from childhood, maturity, and then responsibil-
ity. Rashi goes on to say the following:
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Rashi on Shemot / Exodus 2:11:2-4

(11) aN%202 R AND HE SAW THEIR BURDENS —
he set his eyes and mind to share in their distress. (Exo-

dus Rabbah 1:27) (12) %1 WX AN EGYPTIAN MAN
— This was one of the taskmasters appointed over the
Israelite officers and he used to rouse them from their
beds at cock-crow that they might proceed to their work

(Exodus Rabbah 1:28 and Leviticus Rabbah 32:4). (13)

"2V WX 120 SMITING A HEBREW MAN — beating
and flogging him. The latter was the husband of She-
lomith, the daughter of Dibri (see Leviticus 24:11), and
the Egyptian taskmaster had set his fancy upon her.
During the night he compelled him (her husband) to
rise and made him leave the house. He, however, re-
turned, entered the house and forced his attentions upon
the woman, she believing it was her husband. The man
returned and became aware of what had happened, and
when the Egyptian perceived that he was aware of it he
beat him and flogged him the whole day long (Exodus

Rabbah 1:28). (°77 9271 1Y 103 .0N2202 XM (XY)
a1 oxn R (20) (R 720 M) 7Ry %N N
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:(aw) 0¥*0)

Rashi provides a reason for why the Egyptian was beating the man
and it was due to an act of unrighteousness towards another man’s
wife. This causes us to see Moshe’s actions in a more righteous light.
However, the Torah does not provide this context, the assumption is
that Moshe did the correct thing by killing the Egyptian. However, If
Moshe had thought he was justified in killing the Egyptian, why did he
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choose to hide the body?
Rashbam has the following to say concerning this event.

Rashbam on Shemot / Exodus 2:14
(14) MR DR W2, because I am striking my

fellow ? (15) %170 DR NAAT WWRD, on account of an
Egyptian hitting an Israelite. (16) X2}, Moses had come
to the realisation that he had been wrong when he bur-
ied the Egyptian thinking that no one had observed his
death and burial. It turned out that the matter had been

witnessed. (7197 “IRW 2°2W1A - MR DK 210700 (7°)
I 22w - RAT DR DT WRD (W) 020 DR
2120 NPAW 1D KD .12 IRY - 1R (T0) N2y WK 701
TN RIT 9 RORLVTIIROW 912 1PRInuw)

Moshe was wrong in burying the Egyptian he had killed because he
was attempting to conceal what he did and therefore he knew what he
did was a sin.

Rashi on Shemot / Exodus 2:13

(13) 0’72 DWIR W TWO MEN OF THE HEBREWS
— viz., Dathan and Abiram (Nedarim 64b); it was they,
too, who left over some of the manna (Exodus Rabbah

1:29). (14) D% means quarelling. (15) 720 712 lit.,
WHEREFORE WILT THOU SMITE — Although he had

not yet smitten him he is termed here YW wicked, be-
cause he had merely raised his hand against him (San-

hedrin 58b). (16) IV THY FELLOW (the word denotes
one who is the equal of another) — who is as wicked

as yourself (Exodus Rabbah 1:29). (72¥ DWIR 10 (3)
:(7°0 ©°77) W3 W DAY 07 ,07ARY 1T .0
NP1 17277 XY 5°YR 70N 71n2 (W) 100200 .0°%1 (1)
NI YY) () (F1 T0I0) T DRTg2 YUl
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Rashi draws a parallel to Parashat Korach and the rebellion t hat took
place in the book of Bamidbar / Numbers where a group of leaders and
people questioned the authority of Moshe and Aaron. Note Rashi’s
commentary on Shemot / Exodus 2:13 states that quarelling, smit-

ting another man is termed Y7 “wicked” there is no excuse for what
Moshe had done. (Moshe was not in an army or at war.)
Parashat Shemot continues in the narrative to state the following:

Shemot / Exodus 3:1-7

3:1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his fa-
ther-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to
the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. 3:2 The angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he
looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet
the bush was not consumed. 3:3 So Moses said, ‘I must
turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the
bush is not burned up.’ 3:4 When the Lord saw that he
turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of
the bush and said, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here |
am.’3:5 Then He said, ‘Do not come near here,; remove
your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you
are standing is holy ground.’ 3:6 He said also, ‘I am
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ Then Moses hid his face,
for he was afraid to look at God. 3:7 The Lord said, ‘I
have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in
Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their
taskmasters, for [ am aware of their sufferings. (NASB )
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Note earlier in the narrative (Shemot / Exodus 2:11-15) when Moshe
least suspected, someone was watching. Here in Shemot / Exodus 3. 1-
7, again when Moshe least suspected, the Lord was present. Note how
this place is known as “the mountain of God.” Is this a pretext or a post
text type of context on the description of that place as the mountain of
God? Did the people in the region know this to be the mountain of the
Lord or was this a result of Moshe having met the Lord and brought
Israel to the foot of the mountain? In Shemot / Exodus 3:10, this is
where the Lord called Moshe to deliver His people, He called him into
the ministry. The Lord called Moshe to bring His Gospel Message to
the people of Israel and to the world. With these things in mind, how
should this cause us to live since our bodies are His Temple? Note
how the Lord speaks to sons of Israel in Shemot / Exodus 25:1-8 to

raise a Terumah (77170, contribution) according to how each persons
heart moves them. Note how the rabbinic commentary interprets these
verses:

Sefer HaChinuch (16 cent.)

Know, my child, that any commandment that God re-
quires of humankind comes only out of God's desire to
benefit us... Gods command to build the Tabernacle,
for us to offer therein our prayers and sacrifices, comes
not out of God's needs to dwell in an earthly dwelling
among humankind, but rather [out of God's awareness
that we need] train our own selves.

Malbim (19th cent. Eastern Europe)- Commentary on
Exodus 25:8
...Each one of us needs to build God a Tabernacle in the



Understanding the Covenant — Repentance Series

recesses of our hearts, by preparing oneself to become a
Sanctuary for God and a place for the dwelling of God's

glory.

The rabbis say that this commandment of God to construct the Tab-
ernacle is for our benefit. How so? So that we could train ourselves
to offer prayers, to bring sacrifices, and to be thankful with the sac-
rifice of praise before the Lord. In the Targum on 7ehillim / Psalms
50, David says that the Lord does not take bulls out of their flocks be-
cause he owns the cattle on a thousand mountains, He does not require
sacrifices because He is hungry (50:8-13) as compared to the rabbis
translation into the Aramaic Targum that speaks of the Lord not rebuk-
ing his people because they were unable to offer sacrifices due to the
sanctuary being laid waste on the Temple Mount. This describes living
in obedience to the word of the Lord with respect to what we are able
to do within the context of our bodies being the Temple of the God of
Israel. These comments go to show that we are called to obedience,
and to have a high regard for God’s word in our lives as a sacrifice unto
the Lord, similar to what Paul wrote in Romans 12:1-3, because these
things direct us to God’s will and plan which was to bring His Messiah
Yeshua into this world for the purpose of salvation from sin. Should we
not be dilligent in seeking the Lord and waiting for Him to reveal his
plan for our lives, and to seek how He will use us in His kingdom? This
also provides us with a future expectation for our lives of the Lord’s
work in our lives. We must be read at all times for a move of God in our
lives. This reminds us of something Yeshua said in Matthew 24:44. He
said that we must be ready at all times, for the Son of Man will come
when we least expect. Therefore also be ready, for in an hour that you
do not expect, the Son of Man. We are warned to be always watching
and prepared for the work of the Lord an that we are to maintain this
temperment of mind.

Matthew 24:44

24:44 ‘For this reason you also must be ready; for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think
He will. (NASB, d10. TouTo Kol VUELS YivesOe eTOLOL OTL
1 ®PO 0L OOKELTE O V10G TOV AvVOp®TOV EpYETAL)
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Why does the Lord warn us to be read and of the Son of Man coming
at an hour that is unexpected? Matthew said, 610 Tovto saying “in
order that,” as regards to our being similar to the householder spoken
of in the parable (see Matthew 24), where we might be caught doing
something we should not be doing. This 1s paralleled to the theif who
comes to steal. Yeshua said. ko vueig, that if the householder had
known he would have been ready had he kept watched. Yeshua’s use
of the word “efoimoi” gtopuot speaks of having a spiritual readiness for
the move of God so that it would not take us by surprise (see Matthew
25:10, Titus 3:1). This preparedness is something to be acquired for
ourselves (ywvecbe), we are to work at patiently waiting upon the Lord
and be slow to take matters into our own hands as Moshe did according
to Parashat Shemot.

In Parashat Shemot, we get this pretense of “halfheartedness” and
“unpreparedness” that is found under the idea that one is getting away
with sin. The important “7orah context” in relation to these things
from Parashat Shemot, is that the great men of faith, such as Moshe, he
too had this pretense believing his sins had not found him out. When
Moshe killed the Egyptian, he thought nobody was watching. The
Lord God of Israel however was watching, He was present. We learn
that his sin did find him out and someone was watching. When Moshe
was tending his flock on the Mountain of the Lord, again he did not re-
alize the Lord was present until the Lord revealed Himself. The point
is regardless of whether someone else sees our sins, “be sure that your
sins will find you out,” because the Lord is watching! The point of sin
finding us out that is coupled to the Torah context is that of our need
for a deliverer and savior. The Torah draws us back to repentance, to
return to the ways of God in righteousness, holiness, justice, and truth.
This is the point of the Torah in our lives, to draw us back to the Lord
God of Israel, to direct us to His Messiah Yeshua, to have faith in the
mercy of God, and to seek the Lord’s ability to create in us a new heart
and desire to walk in His ways of righteousness, Justice, and Truth.
The Messiah plus the Torah is the gospel message!
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