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Praise the Lord for His Mighty Works

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 107:1-43, the Psalm opens saying, 107:1 Oh give thanks to
the Lord, for He is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 107:2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary 107:3 And gathered from the lands, From the east
and from the west, From the north and from the south. (NASB) The giving of thanks is connected to those
who were redeemed from the hand of the adversary. Who is the psalmist speaking of in regards to the adver-
sary? The Psalm continues saying, /07:4 They wandered in the wilderness in a desert region, They did not

find a way to an inhabited city. 107:5 They were hungry and thirsty; Their soul fainted within them. 107:6
Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses. (NASB) The Lord
hears the cry of the distressed. Note how the people cried out to the Lord and not to another kingdom for
help. The psalmist states, 107:7 He led them also by a straight way, To go to an inhabited city. 107:8 Let
them give thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men! Notice how
the Lord leads His people on the straight path and not on a winding difficult path. This is what Moshe said
what he did in Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:11-12. The Word of God satisfies (/07:9-10) and delivers one
from misery and death. Note that calamity comes by reason of the Lord humbling our hearts (/07:11-12)
and so that we would seek the Lord God in heaven (/07:13-14). The Lord multiplied his miracles so that
we would know who He is (/07:15). The psalmist states, 107:20 He sent His word and healed them, And
delivered them from their destructions. 107:21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, And
for His wonders to the sons of men! 107:22 Let them also offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, And tell of His
works with joyful singing. (NASB) The winds and the sea are again paralleled to the distress of the peoples
(107:23-27) and it is interesting the parallel to the work of the Moshiach according to Tehillim / Psalms
107:28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, And He brought them out of their distresses. 107:29 He
caused the storm to be still, So that the waves of the sea were hushed. 107:30 Then they were glad because
they were quiet, So He guided them to their desired haven. (NASB) 1t is because of these things, we give
thanks unto the Lord God in heaven and in the way in which He shows us His mercy each day. The Psalm
concludes saying, 107:39 When they are diminished and bowed down Through oppression, misery and sor-
row, 107:40 He pours contempt upon princes And makes them wander in a pathless waste. 107:41 But He
sets the needy securely on high away from affliction, And makes his families like a flock. 107:42 The upright
see it and are glad; But all unrighteousness shuts its mouth. 107:43 Who is wise? Let him give heed to these
things, And consider the lovingkindnesses of the Lord. (NASB)
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aivécemg Kol E€ayyelldtmooy Td £pyo avToD
&v ayorldoet 107:23 oi katofaivovteg eig v
O0dhocoav év mhololg molodvteg Epyaciov €v
¥oact Torhoig 107:24 avtoi gidocav ta Epya
Kopiov kol t0 Bavpdacto avtod &v @ Podd
107:25 einev xoi ot mvedpa Katonyidog ko
VYoOON Ta kdparta adthg 107:26 dvafaivovoy
£0¢ T®V 00pavdV Kol Kotopaivovoty Emg v
apvccov 1 yoxn adTtdV &v Kakolg £TNKETO
107:27 étopdyOnoav €coievbnoov @¢ O
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107:28 kai ékékpaov Tpog KOPLOV €V TQ
OAiBechol avtodg Kol €K TOV AVOYKOV
avtdv  E&nyayev  avtovg 107:29 ol
émétaéev T Katatyidt kol £otn €ig adpav
kol éctynoav ta kopoato avtijg 107:30 kol
e0epavincav 4TI MoHYAcHV Kol MOYNCEV
avtovg Eml Apéva  Bedquatog  avTdOV
107:31 é€oporoyncacbmoay Td Kupiom Ta
€NEN avTod kol o Havudoio avTod Toig
vioig Td®V avOpormv 107:32 hywcsldtocay
adToV &v ékkincig Aaod Kol &v kafEdpa
npecPutépmv aiveshtmsay avtoév 107:33
g0eto motapovg eig Epnuov Koi dteEGdovg
VotV €ig diyav 107:34 yijv Kopmopdpov
€lg BAUNV Amo KoKiog TAV KOTOIKOOVI®OV
&v avtfj 107:35 &beto Epnuov &ig Alpvag
VoGtV Kol YV Gvudpov gig d1e£6d0vg
vodtwv  107:36 kol KotdKicey EKEL
TEWMVTOG Kol GUVESTNOOVTO  TOAV
kartowkeoiog 107:37 kol Eomepov aypovg
Kol €QOTEVcaV AumeA®dvVaG Kal Emoinoov
Kkapmov yevijpotog 107:38 kal edAOYNGEY
adTovg kol EmAnOvVONcav ceodpa Kol
O KTV a0T®dV ovK éopikpuvev 107:39
Kol OAyodncav kol ékakmdncav dmo
OMyewg wok@®dv kol odvvng 107:40
€€eyubn €fovdévmaig én’ dpyoviag Kol
EmAavnoey anTols &v aPato Kol ovy 60®
107:41 koi éBonnoev mévnti €k Tryeiog
kol €0gto0 g mpoParta matpiag 107:42
dyovtor evbeilg kol evppavinicovtol Kol
naco avopio Euepaéel TO oTOHO VTG
107:43 tic copog kol euAG&el Tadta Kol
GLVNGOVGY TA. EAEN TOD KVPIov
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Tehillim / Psalms 107

107:1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for
He is good, For His lovingkindness is
everlasting. 107:2 Let the redeemed
of the Lord say so, Whom He has re-
deemed from the hand of the adversary
107:3 And gathered from the lands,
From the east and from the west, From
the north and from the south. 107:4 They
wandered in the wilderness in a desert
region; They did not find a way to an
inhabited city. 107:5 They were hungry
and thirsty; Their soul fainted within
them. 107:6 Then they cried out to the
Lord in their trouble; He delivered them
out of their distresses. 107:7 He led them
also by a straight way, To go to an inhab-
ited city. 107:8 Let them give thanks to
the Lord for His lovingkindness, And for
His wonders to the sons of men! 107:9
For He has satisfied the thirsty soul, And
the hungry soul He has filled with what
is good. 107:10 There were those who
dwelt in darkness and in the shadow of
death, Prisoners in misery and chains,
107:11 Because they had rebelled against
the words of God And spurned the coun-
sel of the Most High. 107:12 Therefore
He humbled their heart with labor; They
stumbled and there was none to help.
107:13 Then they cried out to the Lord
in their trouble; He saved them out of
their distresses. 107:14 He brought them
out of darkness and the shadow of death
And broke their bands apart. 107:15 Let
them give thanks to the Lord for His
lovingkindness, And for His wonders
to the sons of men! 107:16 For He has
shattered gates of bronze And cut bars
of iron asunder. 107:17 Fools, because
of their rebellious way, And because of
their iniquities, were afflicted. 107:18
Their soul abhorred all kinds of food,
And they drew near to the gates of death.
107:19 Then they cried out to the Lord in
their trouble; He saved them out of their
distresses. 107:20 He sent His word and
healed them, And delivered them from
their destructions. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 107

107:1 Sing praise in the presence of the
Lord, for he is good, for his goodness is
forever. 107:2 The redeemed of the Lord
will say [it], whom he redeemed from the
hand of the oppressor. 107:3 And whom
he gathered from the lands, from the east,
and from the west, and from the north,
and from the sea in the south. 107:4 Con-
cerning the people of the house of Israel
he prophesied and said, “The people of
the house of Isracl have wandered in the
wilderness in a desolate path; they did not
find an inhabited city.” 107:5 Thirsty, yes,
and hungry, their souls will grow weary.
107:6 And they prayed in the presence
of the Lord went it went ill with them;
he delivered them from their distress.
107:7 And he guided them on a straight
way, to come to Jerusalem, the inhabited
city. 107:8 Let them give thanks in the
presence of the Lord because of his kind-
ness, and tell his wonders to the sons of
men. 107:9 For he has satisfied the soul
of the empty, and filled with good things
the soul of the hungry. 107:10 Concern-
ing Zedekiah and the leaders of Israel he
prophesied and said, “O Zedekiah and
the leaders of Israel, who were exiled to
Babylon and dwelt in darkness and the
shadow of death, and became prisoners
in the pain of iron fetters.” 107:11 For
they rebelled against the word of God,
and rejected the counsel of the Most
High. 107:12 And he broke their heart
with toil; they stumbled, and there was
none to help. 107:13 And they prayed in
the presence of the Lord when it went ill
with them; he redeemed them from their
distress. 107:14 He brought them out of
darkness and the shadow of death; and
he will break their chains. 107:15 They
will give thanks in the presence of the
Lord because of his kindness, and tell his
wonders to the sons of men. 107:16 For
he shattered the doors of bronze, and cut
down the bars of iron. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 107

107:1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he
is good; for his mercy endures for ever.
107:2 Let them say so who have been
redeemed by the Lord, whom he has
redeemed from the hand of the enemy;
107:3 and gathered them out of the coun-
tries, from the east, and west, and north,
and south. 107:4 They wandered in the
wilderness in a dry land; they found no
way to a city of habitation. 107:5 Hun-
gry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.
107:6 Then they cried to the Lord in their
affliction, and he delivered them out of
their distresses. 107:7 And he guided
them into a straight path, that they might
go to a city of habitation. 107:8 Let them
acknowledge to the Lord his mercies,
and his wonderful works to the children
of men. 107:9 For he satisfies the empty
soul, and fills the hungry soul with good
things, 107:10 even them that sit in dark-
ness and the shadow of death, fettered in
poverty and iron; 107:11 because they
rebelled against the words of God, and
provoked the counsel of the Most High.
107:12 So their heart was brought low
with troubles; they were weak, and there
was no helper. 107:13 Then they cried to
the Lord in their affliction, and he saved
them out of their distresses. 107:14 And
he brought them out of darkness and the
shadow of death, and broke their bonds
asunder. 107:15 Let them acknowledge
to the Lord his mercies, and his won-
ders to the children of men. 107:16 For
he broke to pieces the brazen gates, and
crushed the iron bars. 107:17 He helped
them out of the way of their iniquity; for
they were brought low because of their
iniquities. 107:18 Their soul abhorred all
meat; and they drew near to the gates of
death. 107:19 Then they cried to the Lord
in their affliction, and he saved them out
of their distresses. 107:20 He sent his
word, and healed them, and delivered
them out of their destructions. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 107

107:21 Let them give thanks to the Lord
for His lovingkindness, And for His
wonders to the sons of men! 107:22 Let
them also offer sacrifices of thanksgiv-
ing, And tell of His works with joyful
singing. 107:23 Those who go down to
the sea in ships, Who do business on
great waters; 107:24 They have seen
the works of the Lord, And His wonders
in the deep. 107:25 For He spoke and
raised up a stormy wind, Which lifted up
the waves of the sea. 107:26 They rose
up to the heavens, they went down to the
depths; Their soul melted away in their
misery. 107:27 They reeled and stag-
gered like a drunken man, And were at
their wits’ end. 107:28 Then they cried to
the Lord in their trouble, And He brought
them out of their distresses. 107:29 He
caused the storm to be still, So that the
waves of the sea were hushed. 107:30
Then they were glad because they were
quiet, So He guided them to their desired
haven. 107:31 Let them give thanks to
the Lord for His lovingkindness, And for
His wonders to the sons of men! 107:32
Let them extol Him also in the congre-
gation of the people, And praise Him at
the seat of the elders. 107:33 He chang-
es rivers into a wilderness And springs
of water into a thirsty ground; 107:34 A
fruitful land into a salt waste, Because of
the wickedness of those who dwell in it.
107:35 He changes a wilderness into a
pool of water And a dry land into springs
of water; 107:36 And there He makes the
hungry to dwell, So that they may estab-
lish an inhabited city, 107:37 And sow
fields and plant vineyards, And gather a
fruitful harvest. 107:38 Also He blesses
them and they multiply greatly, And He
does not let their cattle decrease. 107:39
When they are diminished and bowed
down Through oppression, misery and
sorrow, 107:40 He pours contempt upon
princes And makes them wander in a
pathless waste. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 107

107:17 Concerning Hezekiah, king of the
tribe of the house of Judah, he prophesied
and said, “Hezekiah, king of the house of
Judah, who refused to take a wife, was
punished as the fools are punished be-
cause of their rebellious way and because
of their iniquities.” 107:18 Their soul will
reject all food, and they arrive at the por-
tals of death. 107:19 And they prayed in
the presence of the Lord when it went ill
with them, and he will redeem them from
their distresses. 107:20 He will send the
words of his healing and will heal them,
and deliver [them] from being harmed.
107:21 They will give thanks in the pres-
ence of the Lord because of his kindness,
and tell his wonders to the sons of men.
107:22 And they will sacrifice thanksgiv-
ing sacrifices, and will tell of his deeds
in gladness. 107:23 Concerning the sail-
ors of Jonah son of Amittai, he prophe-
sied and said, “The sailors, those who go
down to the sea in ships, those who do
work on many waters 107:24 They saw
the deeds of the Lord, and his wonders in
the deep.” 107:25 And he gave command
by his word, and raised up the storm and
the gale, and its waves were lifted up
high. 107:26 They go up towards heav-
en, they go down to the depths of the
abysses; their souls will melt in misery.
107:27 They will tremble, they will totter
like a man drunk with wine; and all their
wisdom is destroyed. 107:28 And they
prayed in the presence of the Lord when
it went ill with them, and he will bring
them out of their troubles. 107:29 He
will make the wind cease to quietness,
and their waves will be silent. 107:30
And they rejoiced, for they are silent; and
he led them to the harbor they desired.
107:31 They will give thanks in the pres-
ence of the Lord because of his kindness,
and tell his wonders to the sons of men.
107:32 And they exalt him in the assem-
bly of the people, the house of Israel; and
in the Sanhedrin of the wise they will
praise him. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 107

107:21 Let them acknowledge to the
Lord his mercies, and his wonderful
works to the children of men. 107:22
And let them offer to him the sacrifice
of praise, and proclaim this works with
exultation. 107:23 They that go down to
the sea in ships, doing business in many
waters; 107:24 these men have seen
the works of the Lord, and his wonders
in the deep. 107:25 He speaks, and the
stormy wind arises, and its waves are
lifted up. 107:26 They go up to the heav-
ens, and go down to the depths; their soul
melts because of troubles. 107:27 They
are troubled, they stagger as a drunkard,
and all their wisdom is swallowed up.
107:28 Then they cry to the Lord in their
affliction, and he brings them out of their
distresses. 107:29 And he commands
the storm, and it is calmed into a gentle
breeze, and its waves are still. 107:30
And they are glad, because they are qui-
et; and he guides them to their desire
haven. 107:31 Let them acknowledge to
the Lord his mercies, and his wonderful
works to the children of men. 107:32 Let
them exalt him in the congregation of the
people, and praise him in the seat of the
elders. 107:33 He turns rivers into a des-
ert, and streams of water into a dry land;
107:34 a fruitful land into saltness, for
the wickedness of them that dwell in it.
107:35 He turns a wilderness into pools
of water, and a dry land into streams of
water. 107:36 And there he causes the
hungry to dwell, and they establish for
themselves cities of habitation. 107:37
And they sow fields, and plant vineyards,
and they yield fruit of increase. 107:38
And he blesses them, and they multiply
exceedingly, and he diminishes not the
number of their cattle. 107:39 Again they
become few, and are brought low, by the
pressure of evils and pain. 107:40 Con-
tempt is poured upon their princes, and
he causes them to wander in a desert and
trackless land. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 107

107:41 But He sets the needy se-
curely on high away from affliction,
And makes his families like a flock.
107:42 The upright see it and are
glad; But all unrighteousness shuts
its mouth. 107:43 Who is wise? Let
him give heed to these things, And
consider the lovingkindnesses of the
Lord. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 107

107:33 Concerning the generation
of Joel son of Pethuel he prophesied
and said: “When the house of Is-
rael rebelled in the days of Joel the
prophet, he brought a drought into
the world; he made the rivers like the
desert, and the sources of water like
thirst.” 107:34. The land of Israel
that produces fruit became a waste

Psalmoi / Psalms 107

107:41 But he helps the poor out of
poverty, and makes him families as
a flock. 107:42 The upright shall see
and rejoice; and all iniquity shall stop
her mouth. 107:43 Who is wise, and
will observe these things, and under-
stand the mercies of the Lord? (LXX)

like Sodom, which was overthrown
because of the evil of its inhabitants.
107:35 When they returned to the To-
rah, he made the desert like a channel
of water, and the parched land [be-
came] sources of water. 107:36 And
he made the hungry dwell there, and
they set up an inhabited city. 107:37
And they sowed fields and planted
vineyards, and they yielded fruit of
produce. 107:38 And he blessed them
and they multiplied greatly, and their
livestock will not diminish. 107:39
And when they sinned, they dimin-
ished and became poor because of the
affliction of misery and pain. 107:40
He pours contempt on the leaders,
and made them wander in a void
without a path. 107:41 But when they
returned to the Torah, he exalted the
needy from poverty, and made [them]
like the flocks of the well-born fam-
ilies. 107:42 The upright will see
and rejoice, but every liar’s mouth is
closed and sealed. 107:43 Would that
the wise man keep these things, and
discern the kindnesses of the Lord!
(EMC)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 107:1-43, the Psalm opens saying, *2 2i0->2 7172 377 X
10O 79N 279N NI D¥2R NINIRDY 2 R-T ORI WK 7 ORI MK 2 13790 0Q1vY 107:1
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 107:2 Let the redeemed
of the Lord say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary 107:3 And gathered from the
lands, From the east and from the west, From the north and from the south. (NASB) 1t is interesting how
the psalmist calls for being grateful for what we have. This is important since we presently live in an age of
entitlement and of prosperity. Not only does our generation seem to think that it deserves the most lavish of
riches, but it has also enjoyed the most lavish riches of any generation that has gone before. This sense of
entitlement and culture of prosperity has fostered a sense of being entitled to certain blessings. With this be-
ing the cultural norm, is it difficult to be truly grateful for them? The psalmist states that the giving of thanks
is connected to those who were redeemed from the hand of the adversary. Who is the psalmist speaking of
in regards to the adversary? This psalm gives us a series of pictures about the Lord bringing His people up
out of captivity. Notice in the opening words the Psalm speaks of the Lord God gathering His people from
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the north and from the south and from the east and from the west. The Psalmist is describing the people be-
ing brought from their dispersion from all over the earth. Because of the sins of God’s people and for their
humbling, the Lord God had sent His people Israel into captivity into Babylon. However, as a result of His
mercy and His covenant, He gathered His people back to the Land of Israel. As the Lord gathers them back,
He provides us with a series of images of what it was like for the people to be in captivity. These pictures de-
scribe the spiritual state (aspects) of being under the discipline of God and provide us with reasons why we
ought to be grateful for his redemption. In Tehillim / Psalms 107:8, we are told, “Let them give thanks to the
Lord for His lovingkindness and for His wonders to the sons of men.”” Two things are set forth here, (i) they
are to give thanks because of the covenant promises of God, because of the unfailing love of the Lord and
of His lovingkindness, His Chesed (mercy), and (ii) they are to give thanks for the wonders that He’s done.
So, it’s not only God’s love, His character, His person, His love for His people, and the deeds that He’s done
on our behalf, for His wondrous deeds that we are eternally grateful, we are also called to simply give praise
unto His Name for the life that He has given us! The opening words of this Psalm say that God’s people are
called upon to give thanks having redeemed us from the hands of the adversary and gathered from the lands,
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. This is a call for all of God’s people,
from the west, from the north, from the east, and from the south (world wide) to give thanks to Him because
He has redeemed us, this seems to be a picture of His having drawn us to Himself. His redemption involves
the calling us back, the revealing of His truth in our lives, and His wondrous power to bring us up out of our
dispersion, out of our wicked ways, out of our sins. The importance of giving praise and having gratitude
is found in Luke 17:15-16. In the gospel of Luke, we are told that Yeshua had healed some men, and “one
of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, and he fell on
his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan.” The significance of this event is based
upon the fact that 90% of those who were healed did not take the time to express thanks. It is amazing how
having been healed, these men failed in their opportunity to be thankful. Only one man decided it important
enough to give the glory to our Father in heaven for his healing. It is difficult to say who the adversary was
the Psalmist is referring to, but it was the lack of gratefulness that lead the people into sin in the wilderness
and cause them to wonder for 40 years before taking hold of the promises of God and entering into the Land
of Israel.

The Psalm continues saying, D931 D X0¥-03 0°2¥7 7 :R¥7 X9 20 Y 977 19°0°2 12702 wh T
0% 0P niPINNY 077 IR ATD-O8 WYL ) YDA 072 107:4 They wandered in the wilderness in a
desert region,; They did not find a way to an inhabited city. 107:5 They were hungry and thirsty; Their soul
fainted within them. 107:6 Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their
distresses. (NASB) The Lord hears the cry of the distressed. Note how the people cried out to the Lord and
not to another kingdom for help. Throughout history, believers have cried out to the Lord God in times of
distress. Based upon the historical account according to the Scriptures, our crying out may extend for years
before we are given direction and deliverance. Many have wondered why there are such powerful results
from simply crying out to the Lord God of Israel? The Scriptures make this point clear saying, “Call upon
me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me” (Tehillim / Psalm 50:15). The point
is that we are to bring glory to the Name of the Lord in times of trouble, and doing so giving thanks for what
we have, while maintaining our faith in Him who is able to deliver.

*  “Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver you, and you shalt glorify
me” (Tehillim / Psalm 50:15).

*  “Call unto me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things,
which you know not” (Jeremiah 33:3).

*  “The righteous cry, and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their
troubles” (Tehillim / Psalm 34:17).

*  “When I cry unto thee, then will mine enemies turn back: this I know, for God
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is for me” (Tehillim / Psalm 56:9).

Note that within the plea for God’s help, we find the characteristics of genuine humility, unconditional sur-
render, the calling out for mercy, personal helplessness, having faith in God’s power and abilities, and our
desperation for help. Though we may have many calamities come upon us, we are to maintain our faith and
walk in God’s ways.
The psalmist states, ;078 °327 1PDIRDD1) 700 72 179 171200 Y-5% N2L7 A7) 77172 007 7
107:7 He led them also by a straight way, To go to an inhabited city. 107:8 Let them give thanks to the Lord
for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men! Notice how the Lord leads His people on
the straight path and not on a winding difficult path. Yeshua said in Matthew 7:13 Enter through the nar-
row gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter
through it. (NASB) The way the psalmist and Yeshua describe the Lord in heaven coupled to His loving
kindness, the way we choose to live is to choose a narrow gate. This narrow gate or straight way is more
difficult than the easy way of the world. These things describe the level of commitment that we are to have
in our walk before God. Choosing the narrow way, the more difficult path, causes to stretch us to learn and
brings much reward, those things which the easy way would not cause us to experience. Is the “narrow” or
“straight” gate the way you choose to live? Or, are you choosing the smooth way, the way that meets the
least resistance? Moshe describes the narrow and straight way in the Torah in the following way, according
to Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:11-12.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 30:10-18

30:10 if you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments and His statutes which are
written in this book of the law, if you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and soul.
30:11 ‘For this commandment which I command you today is not too difficult for you, nor
is it out of reach. 30:12 ‘It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven
for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’30:13 ‘Nor is it beyond
the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the sea for us to get it for us and make us hear
it, that we may observe it?’30:14 ‘But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your
heart, that you may observe it. 30:15 ‘See, I have set before you today life and prosperity,
and death and adversity; 30:16 in that [ command you today to love the Lord your God, to
walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that
you may live and multiply, and that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where you
are entering to possess it. 30:17 ‘But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but are
drawn away and worship other gods and serve them, 30:18 I declare to you today that you
shall surely perish. You will not prolong your days in the land where you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess it. (NASB)

AYRY N7 TR YT NPT 0 MK NI DR XY 20 X ApNT-KD) an X
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D°0a-NY 7 7397 "ANI AN 0 :INWY? 722721 992 TR 1273 TR 200 7wy
72772 N7 IR TIT-NN 720K7 OPT TR I WK T0 [I-NR) NRI-NK] 200-NX)
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Moshe speaks of turning to the Lord our God to keep His commands and statutes which are written in the
Torah. In doing so, we will turn our hearts and souls to the Lord and live in the fullness of what He would
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have for us. Moshe describes the commands as not being difficult to reach, and obeying the commands of
God are synonymous to life, as opposed to disobedience which leads to sin and death. Modern theologies
today teach something different than what the Scriptures tell us. Moshe says, “love the Lord your God, to
walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live and
multiply, and that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it.”” (De-
varim / Deuteronomy 30:16) An interesting interpretation that I run into recently was that this verse from
the Torah (30:16) causes the Torah to be only obligatory to the people of Israel and therefore the Christian
is not obligated to obey. The reason was based around replacement theology and the idea that these verses
speak of the commands in relation to the Land of Israel, and that the gentile believers would not enter into
the Land to possess the Land and therefore these verses do not apply. The interesting point is that based
upon his interpretation, obedience to the Torah required one to take possession of the Land of Israel. Do you
think that sort of interpretation is necessary when considering the Gentile responsibility to obey the Torah?
The non-Jewish person entering into a covenant with God through faith in the Messiah Yeshua, and then
living his life in obedience to the Torah does not presuppose that such a person becomes the root (Israel), but
that he or she is grafted into the vine and partakes in the blessing of God. For a people to whom the Scrip-
tures were written (Israel) the reference is to the Land of Israel, however, to a people who would join them-
selves to Israel, the land in which they already possess (elsewhere) may be applied to where one presently
lives, such that he or she will live in peace, the Lord God of Israel would bless, and make him to be at peace
with his or her enemies. The Scriptures say obedience to the Torah is for the purpose of prolonging our days
by walking in God’s ways as opposed to disobedience which will shorten the days of our lives. (30:17-18)

The psalmist continues saying the following:

Tehillim / Psalms 107:9-15

107:9 For He has satisfied the thirsty soul, And the hungry soul He has filled with what is
good. 107:10 There were those who dwelt in darkness and in the shadow of death, Prison-
ers in misery and chains, 107:11 Because they had rebelled against the words of God And
spurned the counsel of the Most High. 107:12 Therefore He humbled their heart with labor,
They stumbled and there was none to help. 107:13 Then they cried out to the Lord in their
trouble; He saved them out of their distresses. 107:14 He brought them out of darkness and
the shadow of death And broke their bands apart. 107:15 Let them give thanks to the Lord
for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men!

-2 N 2172773y 70N NR7R) TWN O 1230-X9n 1Y WHI AR W93 w0 v
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The psalmist speaks of the Lord satisfying the thirsty and hungry soul, to fill one with what is good. This is
contrasted to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, in sin, in prison, and in chains. This
is paralleled to the Lord sending His people to Babylon for the purpose of humbling them, and then bring-
ing them back from darkness, and setting His people free. The way the psalmist describes the lost may be
applied to all peoples on the face of the earth, where by the light of God’s truth, He can set free and loose
the bonds of sin.

The Aramaic Targum states, 127271 ¥PPTE O¥ ° 1X2W 97 RIPDI RWHN KP>I0 WO VAWK 01N
AI°02 TIPOR 1T RMIAT RWI RIIWAQ 122071 7222 1237 DRIV 212727 WPPTE INRY 92112 IR ORI
N1 1PNR 1722 MY 720 20 P00 RO N9 RIPRT 701 DY 12990 219K XY IROTID W
TIMBWHWY RMIAT RO RWAA NIPPOK T NP0 PANRYAR N2 P°YT2 7170 27R 178) 2 ITOY0T
IRWI 0127 7P MIWID [WNWM °T00 2102 TN QTR NI 0 SN PN 107:9 For he has satis-
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fied the soul of the empty, and filled with good things the soul of the hungry. 107:10 Concerning Zedekiah
and the leaders of Israel he prophesied and said, “O Zedekiah and the leaders of Israel, who were exiled to
Babylon and dwelt in darkness and the shadow of death, and became prisoners in the pain of iron fetters.”
107:11 For they rebelled against the word of God, and rejected the counsel of the Most High. 107:12 And he
broke their heart with toil; they stumbled, and there was none to help. 107:13 And they prayed in the pres-
ence of the Lord when it went ill with them,; he redeemed them from their distress. 107:14 He brought them
out of darkness and the shadow of death, and he will break their chains. 107:15 They will give thanks in the
presence of the Lord because of his kindness, and tell his wonders to the sons of men. (EMC) The Targum
translation speaks explicitly of Zedekiah and the leaders of Israel from the book of Jeremiah. The reason
they were imprisoned was because “they rebelled against the word of God, and rejected the counsel of the
Most High” (Tovia / Psalms 107:11). The Word of God satisfies (/07:9-10) and delivers one from misery
and death. Note that calamity comes by reason of the Lord humbling our hearts (/07:11-12) so that we
would seek the Lord God in heaven (/07:13-14). These things apply to all peoples. This is why prophecy
speaks of the Word, God’s Law (Torah) going into all the world (Isaiah 2) and why the non-Jewish person
entering into a covenant with God through faith in the Messiah Yeshua, and then living his life in obedience
to the Torah does not presuppose that such a person becomes the root (Israel), but that he or she is grafted
into the vine and partakes in the blessing of God. The non-Jewish person is obligated to obey. The defini-
tion of obligate is as follows:

ob-li-gate

verb: obligate; 3rd person present: obligates, past tense: obligated, past par-
ticiple: obligated; gerund or present participle: obligating

dabla gat/

1. bind or compel (someone), especially legally or morally.

“the medical establishment is obligated to take action in the best interest
of the public”

synonyms: oblige, compel, commit, bind, require, constrain, force, impel

“signing the agreement does not obligate you to stay through the end of the
program”
2. US commit (assets) as security.

“the money must be obligated within thirty days”

adjective: obligate
dblagat/

1. restricted to a particular function or mode of life.
“an obligate intracellular parasite”

Note that to be obligated is to bind, or compel, commit, or require one to be in obedience to the Torah. What
does this mean for us? We can ask the question as an example for Christians being obligated to obey such as,
“does salvation require moral behavior?” Speaking to orthodox Judaism in regards to salvation, we speak
in terms of the covenant of God, of “being in” or “being outside’ of the covenant agreement and what that
means (what that involves), “Does remaining in the covenant require moral behavior?” Or asked another
way, “can we live immoral lives and remain in the covenant?” Or back to the Christian perspective, “can
we live immoral lives and believe we are saved?” These are important questions and are directly related to
whether we are obligated to obey God’s Torah and to walk in His ways. The obvious answer should be that
we are to recognize sin for what it is, and repent, turning from our sin, and then walk in God’s ways and not
in our own ways. If we are not living repentant lives, this will result in stepping outside of the covenant we
have with our Father in heaven in Yeshua the Messiah.
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The psalmist continues saying, [1°721 NYN3 NINGT N2W-° 10 107X °127 1IRDDI 1790 M2 371 W
WYY 0NN WY-TY R DWDI 29NN 2IR-D2 1 39N DI DYWR TR DO YT 013
oNINIYR VRN ARSI 1127 MUY D YW 7P nipYnn DR N2 7V-98 107:15 Let them give thanks
to the Lord for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men! 107:16 For He has shattered
gates of bronze And cut bars of iron asunder. 107:17 Fools, because of their rebellious way, And because
of their iniquities, were afflicted. 107:18 Their soul abhorred all kinds of food, And they drew near to the
gates of death. 107:19 Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble;, He saved them out of their distresses.
107:20 He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. (NASB) The Ara-

maic Targum states, XWM1 W7 720 21K 1O XW1 2127 7NIWID JNWHY 700 2107 717° 2Tp N7 W
20°17 29707 7T N°2T P02 IR AR C2INR 7T D27 RV2AW TR PP YV T PN RDTID Nan
7V 79U PAWDI POON RN KDY DI 11 1PDOAN0A PNTIVM T MIRAT POY PR PANOR RNNK
=W PN 20N MR 230D STW TW D INPPID PANROYAN N POV T T TR 9% B0 IRMA IV

MDY 27 107:15 They will give thanks in the presence of the Lord because of his kindness, and tell
his wonders to the sons of men. 107:16 For he shattered the doors of bronze, and cut down the bars of iron.
107:17 Concerning Hezekiah, king of the tribe of the house of Judah, he prophesied and said, “Hezekiah,
king of the house of Judah, who refused to take a wife, was punished as the fools are punished because of
their rebellious way and because of their iniquities.” 107:18 Their soul will reject all food, and they arrive
at the portals of death. 107:19 And they prayed in the presence of the Lord when it went ill with them, and
he will redeem them from their distresses. 107:20 He will send the words of his healing and will heal them,
and deliver [them] from being harmed. (EMC) The people will give thanks because they are able to see
how by their sins they were humbled before the Lord, and the faithfulness of the Lord in heaven who lifted
(raised) them up, sent His word unto them, and healed them to deliver them from destruction. The rabbis
again parallel this to Hezekiah and his refusal to take a wife. Three days before Sennaherib’s army had been
destroyed by the hand of God at the gates of Jerusalem, Hezekiah fell seriously ill, and the prophet Isaiah
came to tell him that he was going to die. The prophet also told him that the Lord God of Israel was greatly
displeased because Hezekiah had not married. The rabbis believed Hezekiah had the gift of prophetic vision
and therefore knew that his children would mislead Israel. As a result, he had refused to marry. But Isaiah
told him that human beings must not interfere with the Lord’s ways of governing the world. All man is able
to do is to live according to God’s commands, and fulfill his duties as the children of the Holy One. Every-
thing else is in the Lord’s hands. The last fifteen years of Hezekiah’s reign were peaceful and happy. The
Lord God blessed everything Hezekiah undertook. We are told that he was given an abundance of gold and
silver and precious oils and spices which flowed into Judea and increased the wealth of the Jewish nation, to
an extent unknown from since King Solomon’s time. The Holy Temple in Jerusalem was the spiritual center
of the nation, and the recognition of God and His commands were at the heart of the daily life of Israel.
The Psalmist continues saying, 1190°) 7730 027 21 20 :078 2127 1PRIRDON 1700 712 1790 XD
1D 1IN PRIRTON VT WIYR IR IHT 7D 10027 02 TIRD WY NIIR2 027 0771 20 11302 Yun
TIDWD I WM 1D NN A2 QWO NINIAN 1T DMWY A2YY 1D 11993 2nINRY Y0 030 AV RN
D93 WL ARNT? MW ORY LD DXVEY DPNPIXAN 077 X2 MIT-78 WYY 13 :¥930N annIn-3)
DY-20p2 WY 37 07N "7 VDINDN 190 MUY AT K :DYHN NIR-28 DO WAY-D MY 7
M9 00IRT WA 107:21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders
to the sons of men! 107:22 Let them also offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, And tell of His works with joyful
singing. 107:23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great waters, 107:24 They have
seen the works of the Lord, And His wonders in the deep. 107:25 For He spoke and raised up a stormy wind,
Which lifted up the waves of the sea. 107:26 They rose up to the heavens, they went down to the depths;
Their soul melted away in their misery. 107:27 They reeled and staggered like a drunken man, And were at
their wits’ end. 107:28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, And He brought them out of their dis-
tresses. 107:29 He caused the storm to be still, So that the waves of the sea were hushed. 107:30 Then they
were glad because they were quiet, So He guided them to their desired haven. 107:31 Let them give thanks
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to the Lord for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men! 107:32 Let them extol Him also
in the congregation of the people, And praise Him at the seat of the elders. (EMC) The Aramaic Targum
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IAINRT RWHYY RDVT QORI 7199°22 1KY 712 IRNDIXNA 7OMIWID) 77T ROTW PN P1A T IPYOA0
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2PN NNAWS XONIINT 1701 107:21 They will give thanks in the presence of the Lord because of his kind-
ness, and tell his wonders to the sons of men. 107:22 And they will sacrifice thanksgiving sacrifices, and will
tell of his deeds in gladness. 107:23 Concerning the sailors of Jonah son of Amittai, he prophesied and said,
“The sailors, those who go down to the sea in ships, those who do work on many waters 107:24 They saw
the deeds of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.” 107:25 And he gave command by his word, and raised
up the storm and the gale, and its waves were lifted up high. 107:26 They go up towards heaven, they go
down to the depths of the abysses, their souls will melt in misery. 107:27 They will tremble, they will totter
like a man drunk with wine; and all their wisdom is destroyed. 107:28 And they prayed in the presence of
the Lord when it went ill with them, and he will bring them out of their troubles. 107:29 He will make the
wind cease to quietness, and their waves will be silent. 107:30 And they rejoiced, for they are silent; and he
led them to the harbor they desired. 107:31 They will give thanks in the presence of the Lord because of his
kindness, and tell his wonders to the sons of men. 107:32 And they exalt him in the assembly of the people,
the house of Israel; and in the Sanhedrin of the wise they will praise him. (EMC) The psalmist again speaks
of the praises of the Lord, calling the misery of the people, where the exile is paralleled to going down to the
deep, where the Lord raised up a mighty storm. It is interesting if we consider the time line on the history
of Israel, Jonah lived around 790 BCE, whereas the Babylonian exile and Sennaherib was around 705 BCE.
The events recorded in the book of Jonah was approximately 85 years prior to this time, and the psalmist
calling upon the people going down to the deep, and the Lord commanding by His word to raise up the sea
appears to be a parallel to the events of Jonah having gone down to the bottom of the sea in the belly of the
fish. Note that the Jonah narrative has the prophet going to an ungodly and pagan people calling unto them
to repent to the God of Israel from their wicked ways. This again is another example of the God of Israel
holding all men on this earth to His standards of righteousness and justice. The author of the psalm may be
contrasting this to the generation just prior to the exile of Israel to Babylon. The Aramaic Targum states
explicitly that this is in reference to Jonah in Tehillim / Psalms 107:23. The winds and the sea are paralleled
to the distress of the peoples (/07:23-27) and it is interesting the parallel to the work of the Moshiach ac-
cording to Tehillim / Psalms 107:28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, And He brought them out
of their distresses. 107:29 He caused the storm to be still, So that the waves of the sea were hushed. 107:30
Then they were glad because they were quiet, So He guided them to their desired haven. (NASB) Note how
Yeshua demonstrated these abilities, in the physical world, to deliver us from distress and to calm the sea,
but also in the spiritual sense, to bring peace to our hearts and to calm our lives and make peace with one
another. The image we are being given of the Lord God of Israel is of His mercy and His faithfulness to the
covenant to bring His people back. The Lord is very merciful each day and is looking for a humble heart
that desires to draw near to Him! It is because of these things, we give thanks unto the Lord God in heaven

and in the way in which He shows us His mercy each day, just as the psalmist states, DY-?322 317 27
79 G220 N An9nY 9 PR T2 (IRRED 007 OREMI 12707 NI o A2 ML 20T 2wing
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YR X9 annTAY TRD 12771 02020 119 IR0 12 WY 02 107:32 Let them extol Him also in the
congregation of the people, And praise Him at the seat of the elders. 107:33 He changes rivers into a wil-
derness And springs of water into a thirsty ground; 107:34 A fruitful land into a salt waste, Because of the
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wickedness of those who dwell in it. 107:35 He changes a wilderness into a pool of water And a dry land
into springs of water,; 107:36 And there He makes the hungry to dwell, So that they may establish an inhab-
ited city, 107:37 And sow fields and plant vineyards, And gather a fruitful harvest. 107:38 Also He blesses
them and they multiply greatly, And He does not let their cattle decrease. (NASB) Note that with God’s
mercy comes His blessings in our lives for those who would obey His Word. The ungodly, those who dis-
obey his commands, the wicked, we are told their ways turn “A fruitful land into a salt waste” (107:34) and
the reason is because of the wickedness of those who dwell in the land. The righteous on the other hand the
descriptions given in the Psalm are those of newness of life and even of resurrection in the sense that life
comes from a deserted and dry (dead) land. The Lord says that He will cause springs of water to flow and
the hungry will dwell in the land, plant fields and vineyards and the Lord will cause the land to produce
much fruit and great prosperity will come to the people who walk in God’s ways! The Aramaic Targum
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VYT RY N0 107:32 And they exalt him in the assembly of the people, the house of Israel; and in the
Sanhedrin of the wise they will praise him. 107:33 Concerning the generation of Joel son of Pethuel he
prophesied and said: “When the house of Israel rebelled in the days of Joel the prophet, he brought a
drought into the world; he made the rivers like the desert, and the sources of water like thirst.” 107:34. The
land of Israel that produces fruit became a waste like Sodom, which was overthrown because of the evil of
its inhabitants. 107:35 When they returned to the Torah, he made the desert like a channel of water, and the
parched land [became] sources of water. 107:36 And he made the hungry dwell there, and they set up an
inhabited city. 107:37 And they sowed fields and planted vineyards, and they yielded fruit of produce.
107:38 And he blessed them and they multiplied greatly, and their livestock will not diminish. (EMC) The
rabbis parallel these things to Joel the son of Pethuel, speaking of a prophetic message in which the Lord
brought upon the land due to the peoples sins. The people were unrepentant, they did not seek to walk in
God’s ways, they desired to walk in their own ways and as a result the land became a desert waste, like So-
dom. Note that in both the MT and the Targum translations, the Scriptures say “And he made the hungry
dwell there, ” suggesting the Lord placed a hungry people in the land. Note this sounds similar to what is
written in Parashat Pinchas, Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:48 therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the
LORD will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in the lack of all things; and He will put
an iron yoke on your neck until He has destroyed you. (NASB) From this Torah context, it sounds as if the
Lord is describing the hunger, thirst, and nakedness as in personal possessions and sustenance. The Descrip-
tion in the Psalm states however that these people the Lord planted will plant fields and the land will produce
fruit and sources of water will appear to water the land. This sounds like a description of righteous people.
These people who are hungry sound to be in need for and desire the presence of the Lord and His Holy
Words. The people are starving for the Lord’s word and His presence, similar to what Amos says in Amos
8:11 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “When I will send a famine on the land, Not a
famine for bread or a thirst for water, But rather for hearing the words of the LORD. (NASB) Do you thirst
and hunger for the presence of God in your life? Do you hunger and thirst for His words?

The Psalm concludes saying, -X? 37N2 QYN 0°2°73-2¥ 192 99 1 17330 77 %02 7w w0y v
DIT-R W IR MEDR W21 MW D) N 2 NINDWR XX OY 1R 1PN YN X2 17T
ST 0700 M39ANN AYR-TNY) 107:39 When they are diminished and bowed down Through oppression,
misery and sorrow, 107:40 He pours contempt upon princes And makes them wander in a pathless waste.
107:41 But He sets the needy securely on high away from affliction, And makes his families like a flock.
107:42 The upright see it and are glad; But all unrighteousness shuts its mouth. 107:43 Who is wise? Let
him give heed to these things, And consider the lovingkindnesses of the Lord. (NASB) The psalmist contrasts
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the wicked to the righteous, the wicked oppress their fellow man, and the Lord causes them to wander on
a wandering path not knowing who they are or where they are going. Their evil ways lead to greater and
greater levels of wickedness. The righteous on the other hand, the Lord will set securely on high and He

prospers them, and we are able to recognize the Lord’s hand in our lives, of His mercy (707). The Lord
God in heaven is literally giving us reasons to praise His holy Name! How awesome is that? The Aramaic
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T 107:39 And when they sinned, they diminished and became poor because of the affliction of misery
and pain. 107:40 He pours contempt on the leaders, and made them wander in a void without a path. 107:41
But when they returned to the Torah, he exalted the needy from poverty, and made [them] like the flocks of
the well-born families. 107:42 The upright will see and rejoice, but every liar’s mouth is closed and sealed.
107:43 Would that the wise man keep these things, and discern the kindnesses of the Lord! (EMC) The Tar-
gum describes sin as leading to being poor, afflictions, misery, and pain. Sin causes one to wander aimlessly,
and not be contented. Walking in His righteous ways, living one’s life according to the commandments, or
at least being willing and seeking to live one’s life for the Lord will lead us back to the Lord. The Targum
states this by saying “when they returned to the Torah, he exalted the needy from poverty, and made [them]
like the flocks of the well-born families.” (107:41) This is what Paul meant when he said Philippians 1:21
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. (NASB) or as he said in Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh
1 live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. (NASB) Those who have true
faith, live by that faith which leads to a desire for obedience in our lives, to not sin, and to seek the Lord in
heaven for help to overcome sin. This is also why the rabbis say that our limbs will bear testimony against
us. If we have faith, then we will live by that faith. If we are not living our lives for the Lord, then our
actions will bear testimony against us! It is within these things, seeing how the Lord is working in our lives
that we give Him praise! Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Great and merciful are You O Lord and because of Your greatness we seek to serve You all the days of
our lives. We recognize the role you have had in our lives to bring us to where we are today. We thank you
for increasing our faith by the work of Your hand in our lives. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for
truth and life, to have faith in Yeshua, a devotion to Your Word, and to love our neighbor each day. We thank
You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk
in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor,
and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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