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To Those who would Humble Themselves

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 106:1-48, the Psalm opens saying, 106:1 Praise the Lord!
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 106:2 Who can speak of
the mighty deeds of the Lord, Or can show forth all His praise? (NASB) The psalmist goes on to speak of
those who love and praise the Lord, saying, 106:3 How blessed are those who keep justice, Who practice
righteousness at all times! 106:4 Remember me, O Lord, in Your favor toward Your people; Visit me with
Your salvation, 106:5 That | may see the prosperity of Your chosen ones, That | may rejoice in the gladness
of Your nation, That I may glory with Your inheritance. (NASB) These people recognize their short comings
and sinfulness saying, 106:6 We have sinned like our fathers, We have committed iniquity, we have behaved
wickedly. 106:7 Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders; They did not remember Your abun-
dant kindnesses, But rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. 106:8 Nevertheless He saved them for the sake of
His name, That He might make His power known. (NASB) Note the significance of these Scripture, the Lord
saving His people for His name’s sake! The people sinned greatly, 106:19 They made a calf in Horeb And
worshiped a molten image. 106:20 Thus they exchanged their glory For the image of an ox that eats grass.
(NASB) and yet the Lord forgave their sin. The psalmist states, 106:44 Nevertheless He looked upon their
distress When He heard their cry; 106:45 And He remembered His covenant for their sake, And relented
according to the greatness of His lovingkindness. 106:46 He also made them objects of compassion In the
presence of all their captors. 106:47 Save us, O Lord our God, And gather us from among the nations, To
give thanks to Your holy name And glory in Your praise. 106:48 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
From everlasting even to everlasting. And let all the people say, ‘Amen.’ Praise the Lord! 106:41 Then He
gave them into the hand of the nations, And those who hated them ruled over them. 106:42 Their enemies
also oppressed them, And they were subdued under their power. 106:43 Many times He would deliver them;
They, however, were rebellious in their counsel, And so sank down in their iniquity. 106:44 Nevertheless
He looked upon their distress When He heard their cry; 106:45 And He remembered His covenant for their
sake, And relented according to the greatness of His lovingkindness. 106:46 He also made them objects of
compassion In the presence of all their captors. 106:47 Save us, O Lord our God, And gather us from among
the nations, To give thanks to Your holy name And glory in Your praise. 106:48 Blessed be the Lord, the God
of Israel, From everlasting even to everlasting. And let all the people say, ‘Amen.” Praise the Lord! (NASB)
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106:6 fudptopey HETA TAOV TOTEP®V MUDV
nvounoapey Nnownoapev 106:7 ol motépeg
NU@GV év Aiydmte ov cvvijkav Ta Bovpdold
60V 0K Euvrionoay tod TA0ovg Tod EAEovg
cov Kol mapenikpavay avapaivovteg &v Th
€puOpd OBordoorn 106:8 kol Ecmoev ovTOVG
gvekev 10D ovopaTog anTtod Tod yvopicot TV
dvvaoteiov avtod 106:9 kol Emetiunocev i
€puOpd Boddoon kol EEnpavon kai ddnynoev
adTovg &v aPfvccm g v Epnue 106:10 kol
€omoev aVTOVG &K YEWPOG LGOOVI®V Kol
E\Tpdoato adTovs €K YEPOg ExBpod 106:11
Kol ékdAvyev Dd@p ToLG OAIBovTog avTovg
gl & avt®v ovy Vmedeipdn 106:12 xod
gnicTtevoay &v Toic Adyolg anTod Kod ooy T
aivesv avtod 106:13 étdyvvav Ererdbovio
TOV EPYOV 0OTOD 0LY LIEUEWVAV TNV BOLANV
avtod 106:14 koi énebduncov émbopiav &v
M PN Kol Engipacay TOv Bedv v avudpe
106:15 kol €dmkev adTOlg TO aitnua COTOV
kot éaméotelhey TANGHOVIV €iG TOG Yuyog
avtdv 106:16 kol mopmdpyicav Movciv &v
M mapepnPori] kol Aapov oV dylov Kupiov
106:17 fvoiyOn 1 yi kol Kotémey Aabav Kol
gxdloyey Enil v cuvayoynv APpov 106:18
Kai £&eaOn TOp &v 1} GLVOYOYT AVTAV PAOS
katépregev apaptmrovg 106:19 kai énoincav
pooyov &v XopnPf Kol mpooekdivnoov Td
yhowrt®d 106:20 kol MAAGEavto v d6Eav
adTOV v OpOdpOTL LOGYOL E6B0VTOog YOPTOV
106:21 éneldBovto tob Oeod 100 o®lovtog
adTOVG TOD TOMGOVTOG HeYdro &v Alydmtm
106:22 Bovpoota év yi] Xap @oPepa Emi
Ooldoone £pulpdc 106:23 kol eimev Tod
€Eorebpeboar avtodg et U Movoilg o
€KkhektOg avtod €0t v M) Opadoel Evdmiov
adTod TOD AmOCTPEYAL TV OPYNV 0OTOD TOD
un é€odebpedoat 106:24 kal EEovdévmaay yiv
Emboupnmv ovk émictevoay 1@ AOY® avToD
106:25 kol &ydyyvoov €v T0lg OKNVOUICY
adTOV OVK gionKovcav TG Q®VIG Kvupiov
106:26 xol mfjpev v yelpa adTod 0VTOIG
100 KoTofarelv adtovg &v T Epnum 106:27
kol tod KotafoAelv 10 omépua ovTOV &V
10l &€0vectv kol Olackopmicat aVTOLG &V
toig yopolg 106:28 kol E€reAécbnoav T@
Beehpeymp kai Epayov Buciog vekpdv 106:29
Kot map®Euvay adTov €v Toig EmTndEv AoV
adTOV Kol EMANOVVOT €v aOTOIC 1) TTOGIG
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106:30 xoil &otn Dwveeg ol EEhacoTO
kol éxomacev 1 Opadolg 106:31 «oi
€loyichn avT® eig ducalocvvny &ig yeveav
Kol yevedv €mg tod aidvog 106:32 kol
TOPOPYIGAV 0OTOV €° DOOTOC AVTIAOYiNG
Kol €kokdOn Movotic 6 avtodg 106:33
Ot Tapenikpavay TO mveEDUO 0OTOD Kol
diéoteley €v toig yeldeowv avtod 106:34
ovk &EmAéOpevcav T EOvn 8 elmev
KOplog avtoig 106:35 kol éuiyncav v
10ig €0vecty kai Euabov Ta Epya avTOV
106:36 kol €doV0Aevcov TOIG YALTTOIG
adT®OV Kol &yeviOn avtolg gic oxdvdorov
106:37 kai €Bvusov TovG LVIOLE CVTAV Kol
tag Ouyatépag avTd®V TOlg dopoviolg
106:38 xoi &Eéyeov oipo GOdov aipa
vidV adTdV Kol Buyotépov GV EOvcay
T01g yAumtoic Xavaav Koi Epovoktovion
N 7 év 10l aipoacty 106:39 ai guavon
&v 101G €pyolg adTAOV Koi ETOPVELGOV €V
10l émumdevpocty avt®v 106:40 Kol
wpyichn Boud Koplog Emi TOV AadV odTOD
Kol €BSehvénto TNV KAnpovouioy avtod
106:41 kol mop€dmKeV oOTOVG €1g XEIPOG
€0vav kai ékvpievoay adT®V ol PGodVTEG
avtoug 106:42 xoi €0Ayav avtovg ol
€xOpol avT®dV Kol Etomevobnooy KO Tag
yelpog avTdV 106:43 Theovakig Eppbcato
oOTOVG DTOL 08 TAPETIKPOVAY ADTOV €V T
BovAT] awTdV Kol Etamevabnoay v Toig
dvopiong avtdv 106:44 kai €idev &v
OABechat adTOVg €V TH 0O TOV glcaokoDoaL
g denoews avt®v 106:45 wal Euvnodn
TG oK G adToD KOl peTepeAnOn Kota
10 mAfi0og Tod €Aéovg avtod 106:46 Kol
£€0mKeV a0OTOVG €i¢ OIKTIPUOVG EvavTiov
TOVIOV TAOV OiYUIA®TICAVIOV 0DTOVG
106:47 o®dcov Mudg kopie 6 Be0g HUOV
Kol €movvayaye NUAG €k TOV E0vdv Tod
géoporoynoachor t@ OvOopoTL T® Ayim
cov Tod &ykavydctal &v i aivécel cov
106:48 edloyntog kvprog 6 Beog Iopani
4o Tod aidvog Koi €mg ToD aidvog Kol
€pel Mg 6 AoOG YEVOLTO YEVOLTO
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Tehillim / Psalms 106

106:1 Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to
the Lord, for He is good; For His lovin-
gkindness is everlasting. 106:2 Who can
speak of the mighty deeds of the Lord,
Or can show forth all His praise? 106:3
How blessed are those who keep justice,
Who practice righteousness at all times!
106:4 Remember me, O Lord, in Your
favor toward Your people; Visit me with
Your salvation, 106:5 That I may see the
prosperity of Your chosen ones, That I
may rejoice in the gladness of Your na-
tion, That I may glory with Your inher-
itance. 106:6 We have sinned like our
fathers, We have committed iniquity, we
have behaved wickedly. 106:7 Our fa-
thers in Egypt did not understand Your
wonders; They did not remember Your
abundant kindnesses, But rebelled by the
sea, at the Red Sea. 106:8 Nevertheless
He saved them for the sake of His name,
That He might make His power known.
106:9 Thus He rebuked the Red Sea and
it dried up, And He led them through the
deeps, as through the wilderness. 106:10
So He saved them from the hand of the
one who hated them, And redeemed
them from the hand of the enemy. 106:11
The waters covered their adversaries;
Not one of them was left. 106:12 Then
they believed His words; They sang His
praise. 106:13 They quickly forgot His
works; They did not wait for His coun-
sel, 106:14 But craved intensely in the
wilderness, And tempted God in the
desert. 106:15 So He gave them their re-
quest, But sent a wasting disease among
them. 106:16 When they became envi-
ous of Moses in the camp, And of Aar-
on, the holy one of the Lord, 106:17 The
earth opened and swallowed up Dathan,
And engulfed the company of Abiram.
106:18 And a fire blazed up in their com-
pany; The flame consumed the wicked.
106:19 They made a calf in Horeb And
worshiped a molten image. 106:20 Thus
they exchanged their glory For the im-
age of an ox that eats grass. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 106

106:1 Hallelujah! Give thanks in the pres-
ence of the Lord, for he is good, for his
goodness is forever. 106:2 Who is able to
utter the might of the Lord? [Who] is al-
lowed to proclaim all his praises? 106:3
Happy are they who observe judgment,
those who do righteousness at every
time. 106:4 Remember me, O Lord, with
good will toward your people; call me
to mind with your redemption. 106:5 To
look on the plenty of your chosen ones; to
rejoice in the joy of your people; to join
in praise with your inheritance. 106:6 We
have sinned, along with our fathers; we
have committed iniquity, acted wicked-
ly. 106:7 Our fathers in Egypt paid no
heed to your wonders; they did not call
to mind your great goodness; and they
rebelled against your word by the sea, at
the sea of Reeds. 106:8 And he redeemed
them for his name’s sake, to make known
his might. 106:9 And he rebuked the sea
of Reeds, and it dried up; and he con-
ducted them through the deeps, as in the
wilderness. 106:10 And he redeemed
them from the power of the foe; and he
redeemed them from the power of the
enemies. 106:11 And the waters covered
their oppressors; not one of them was left.
106:12 And they believed in the name of
his word; they sang his praise. 106:13
They quickly forgot his deeds; they did
not wait for his counsel. 106:14 And they
made a request and tested God in the
place of desolation. 106:15 And he gave
them their request, and sent leanness into
their souls. 106:16 And they were jealous
of Moses in the camp, of Aaron, the holy
one of the Lord. 106:17 The earth opened
up and swallowed Dathan, and covered
the company of Abiram. 106:18 And fire
burned in their company; flame will kin-
dle the wicked. 106:19 They made a calf
in Horeb, and bowed down to something
of metal. 106:20 And they exchanged the
glory of their master for the likeness of
a bull that eats grass and befouls itself.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 106

106:1 Give thanks to the Lord; for he
is good: for his mercy endures for ever.
106:2 Who shall tell the mighty acts of
the Lord? who shall cause all his praises
to be heard? 106:3 Blessed are they that
keep judgment, and do righteousness at
all times. 106:4 Remember us, O Lord,
with the favour thou hast to thy people:
visit us with thy salvation; 106:5 that we
may behold the good of thine elect, that
we may rejoice in the gladness of thy na-
tion, that we may glory with thine inher-
itance. 106:6 We have sinned with our
fathers, we have transgressed, we have
done unrighteously. 106:7 Our fathers
in Egypt understood not thy wonders,
and remembered not the multitude of thy
mercy; but provoked him as they went up
by the Red Sea. 106:8 Yet he saved them
for his name’s sake, that he might cause
his mighty power to be known. 106:9
And he rebuked the Red Sea, and it was
dried up: so he led them through the deep
as through the wilderness. 106:10 And he
saved them out of the hand of them that
hated them, and redeemed them out of
the hand of the enemy. 106:11 The water
covered those that oppressed them: there
was not one of them left. 106:12 Then
they believed his words, and celebrated
his praise. 106:13 They made haste, they
forgot his works; they waited not for his
counsel. 106:14 And they lusted exceed-
ingly in the wilderness, and tempted God
in the dry land. 106:15 And he gave them
their request, and sent fullness into their
souls. 106:16 They provoked Moses also
in the camp, and Aaron the holy one of
the Lord. 106:17 The earth opened and
swallowed up Dathan, and closed upon
the congregation of Abiron. 106:18 And
a fire was kindled in their congregation,
and a flame burnt up the sinners. 106:19
And they made a calf in Choreb, and
worshiped the graven image, 106:20 and
they changed their glory into the simili-
tude of a calf that feeds on grass. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 106

106:21 They forgot God their Savior,
Who had done great things in Egypt,
106:22 Wonders in the land of Ham And
awesome things by the Red Sea. 106:23
Therefore He said that He would destroy
them, Had not Moses His chosen one
stood in the breach before Him, To turn
away His wrath from destroying them.
106:24 Then they despised the pleasant
land; They did not believe in His word,
106:25 But grumbled in their tents; They
did not listen to the voice of the Lord.
106:26 Therefore He swore to them
That He would cast them down in the
wilderness, 106:27 And that He would
cast their seed among the nations And
scatter them in the lands. 106:28 They
joined themselves also to Baal-peor,
And ate sacrifices offered to the dead.
106:29 Thus they provoked Him to an-
ger with their deeds, And the plague
broke out among them. 106:30 Then
Phinehas stood up and interposed, And
so the plague was stayed. 106:31 And it
was reckoned to him for righteousness,
To all generations forever. 106:32 They
also provoked Him to wrath at the wa-
ters of Meribah, So that it went hard with
Moses on their account; 106:33 Because
they were rebellious against His Spirit,
He spoke rashly with his lips. 106:34
They did not destroy the peoples, As the
Lord commanded them, 106:35 But they
mingled with the nations And learned
their practices, 106:36 And served their
idols, Which became a snare to them.
106:37 They even sacrificed their sons
and their daughters to the demons,
106:38 And shed innocent blood, The
blood of their sons and their daughters,
Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Ca-
naan; And the land was polluted with the
blood. 106:39 Thus they became unclean
in their practices, And played the harlot
in their deeds. 106:40 Therefore the an-
ger of the Lord was kindled against His
people And He abhorred His inheritance.
(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 106

106:21 They forgot God their redeemer
who had done mighty works in Egypt.
106:22 Wonders in the land of Ham,
awesome things by the sea of Reeds.
106:23 And he commanded by his word
to destroy them, had it not been for Mo-
ses his chosen one, who stood and grew
mighty in prayer in his presence to turn
aside his wrath from obliteration. 106:24
And their soul was repelled by the desir-
able land; they did not believe his word.
106:25 And they complained in their
tents; they did not accept the word of the
Lord. 106:26 And he lifted his hand in
an oath because of them, to throw them
down slain in the wilderness. 106:27
And to exile their seed among the peo-
ples, and to scatter them among the lands.
106:28 And they attached themselves to
the idol of Peor, and they ate the sacrific-
es of the dead. 106:29 And they caused
anger in his presence by their deeds, and
plague attacked them. 106:30 And Phine-
has rose and prayed, and the plague was
restrained. 106:31 And it was accounted
to him for merit for all generations for-
ever. 106:32 And they caused anger by
the waters of Dispute, and it grieved Mo-
ses because of them. 106:33. For they
rebelled against his holy spirit, and he
had explained [it] clearly with his lips.
106:34 They did not destroy the peoples,
which the Lord had commanded them [to
do]. 106:35 And they mingled with the
Gentiles and they learned their deeds.
106:36 And they worshiped their idol,
and they became a stumbling-block for
them. 106:37 And they sacrificed their
sons and their daughters to the demons.
106:38 And they shed innocent blood —
the blood of their sons and daughters that
they sacrificed to the idols of the Canaan-
ites — and the land was defiled by capital
crimes. 106:39 And brought uncleanness
by their deeds and went astray by their
acts. 106:40 And the anger of the Lord
was harsh against his people and he de-
spised his inheritance.(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 106

106:21 They forgot God that saved them,
who had wrought great deeds in Egypt;
106:22 wondrous works in the land of
Cham, and terrible things at the Red Sea.
106:23 So he said that he would have de-
stroyed them, had not Moses his chosen
stood before him in the breach, to turn
him away from the fierceness of his an-
ger, so that he should not destroy them.
106:24 Moreover they set at nought
the desirable land, and believed not his
word. 106:25 And they murmured in
their tents: they hearkened not to the
voice of the Lord. 106:26 So he lifted up
his hand against them, to cast them down
in the wilderness; 106:27 and to cast
down their seed among the nations, and
to scatter them in the countries. 106:28
They were joined also to Beelphegor,
and ate the sacrifices of the dead. And
they provoked him with their devices;
106:29 and destruction, was multiplied
among them. 106:30 Then Phinees stood
up, and made atonement: and the plague
ceased. 106:31 And it was counted to
him for righteousness, to all generations
for ever. 106:32 They provoked him also
at the water of Strife, and Moses was hurt
for their sakes; 106:33 for they provoked
his spirit, and he spoke unadvisedly with
his lips. 106:34 They destroyed not the
nations which the Lord told them to de-
stroy; 106:35 but were mingled with the
heathen, and learned their works. 106:36
And they served their graven images;
and it became an offence to them. 106:37
And they sacrificed their sons and their
daughters to devils, 106:38 and shed
innocent blood, the blood of their sons
and daughters, whom they sacrificed to
the idols of Chanaan; and the land was
defiled with blood. 106:39 and was pol-
luted with their works; and they went a
whoring with their own devices. 106:40
So the Lord was very angry with his
people, and he abhorred his inheritance.
(LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 106

106:41 Then He gave them into the
hand of the nations, And those who hat-
ed them ruled over them. 106:42 Their
enemies also oppressed them, And
they were subdued under their power.
106:43 Many times He would deliver
them; They, however, were rebellious
in their counsel, And so sank down in
their iniquity. 106:44 Nevertheless He
looked upon their distress When He
heard their cry; 106:45 And He remem-
bered His covenant for their sake, And
relented according to the greatness of
His lovingkindness. 106:46 He also
made them objects of compassion In
the presence of all their captors. 106:47
Save us, O Lord our God, And gather us
from among the nations, To give thanks
to Your holy name And glory in Your
praise. 106:48 Blessed be the Lord, the
God of Israel, From everlasting even to
everlasting. And let all the people say,
‘Amen.’” Praise the Lord! 106:41 Then
He gave them into the hand of the na-
tions, And those who hated them ruled
over them. 106:42 Their enemies also
oppressed them, And they were subdued
under their power. 106:43 Many times
He would deliver them; They, however,
were rebellious in their counsel, And so
sank down in their iniquity. 106:44 Nev-
ertheless He looked upon their distress
When He heard their cry; 106:45 And He
remembered His covenant for their sake,
And relented according to the greatness
of His lovingkindness. 106:46 He also
made them objects of compassion In
the presence of all their captors. 106:47
Save us, O Lord our God, And gather us
from among the nations, To give thanks
to Your holy name And glory in Your
praise. 106:48 Blessed be the Lord, the
God of Israel, From everlasting even to
everlasting. And let all the people say,
‘Amen.’ Praise the Lord! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 106

106:41 And he handed them over into
the power of the Gentiles, and their foes
ruled over them. 106:42 And their en-
emies oppressed them, and they were
subdued under their hand. 106:43 Many
times he would deliver them, but they
would rebel against him in their counsel,
and they were brought low in their sins.
106:44 And he saw when it went ill with
them, when he heard their prayer. 106:45
And he remembered his covenant in their
favor, and he turned aside from his an-
ger according to his abundant mercies.
106:46 And he made them find mercy
in the sight of all who had taken them
captive. 106:47 Redeem us, O Lord our
God, and gather us from among the Gen-
tiles, to give thanks in your holy name, to
boast in your praise. 106:48 Blessed be
the name of the Lord God of Israel, from
this age to the age to come, and let all the
people say, Amen, Hallelujah. (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 106

105:24 And he increased his people
greatly, and made them stronger than
their enemies. 105:25 And he turned
their heart to hate his people, to deal
craftily with his servants. 105:26 He
sent fort Moses his servant, and Aaron
whom he had chosen. 105:27 He estab-
lished among them his signs, and his
wonders in the land of Cham. 105:28 He
sent forth darkness, and made it dark; yet
they rebelled against his words. 105:29
He turned their waters into blood, and
slew their fish. 105:30 Their land pro-
duced frogs abundantly, in the chambers
of their kings. 105:31 He spoke, and the
dog-fly came, and lice in all their coasts.
105:32 He turned their rain into hail, and
sent flaming fire in their land. 105:33
And he smote their vines and their fig
trees; and broke every tree of their coast.
105:34 He spoke, and the locust came,
and caterpillars innumerable, 105:35 and
devoured all the grass in their land, and
devoured the fruit of the ground. 105:36
He smote also every first-born of their
land, the first-fruits of all their labour.
105:37 And he brought them out with
silver and gold; and there was not a fee-
ble one among their tribes. 105:38 Egypt
rejoiced at their departing; for the fear of
them fell upon them. 105:39 He spread
out a cloud for a covering to them, and
fire to give them light by night. 105:40
They asked, and the quail came, and he
satisfied them with the bread of heaven.
105:41 He clave the rock, and the waters
flowed, rivers ran in dry places. 105:42
For he remembered his holy word, which
he promised to Abraam his servant.
105:43 And he brought out his people
with exultation, and his chosen with joy;
105:44 and gave them the lands of the
heathen; and they inherited the labours
of the people; 105:45 that they might
keep his ordinances, and diligently seek
his law. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 106:1-48, the Psalm opens saying, f17°7 3797 | #2597 X
:iN%aR-22 Yyouw 7 niNI2) B0y on 2 :3700 021v7 3 2iv-"3 106:1 Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to
the Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 106:2 Who can speak of the mighty deeds
of the Lord, Or can show forth all His praise? (NASB) The psalmist speaks of those who are able to speak

of the mighty deeds of the Lord, which is connected to his mercy and grace (797, lovingkindness). The
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Aramaic Targum states the following, :77°210 QY2 1R 2V DN 71T QTP ITINR RIPR 72w 71997 R

SPNIAWIN P12 RYAWKD W TTT RDT123 X912 919 11 2 106:1 Hallelujah! Give thanks in the
presence of the Lord, for he is good, for his goodness is forever. 106:2 Who is able to utter the might of the
Lord? [Who] is allowed to proclaim all his praises? (EMC) Why does the psalmist speak of who is able
to describe the might of God, and to proclaim His praises? This is related to the purpose for which we are
called as God’s people, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1
Peter 2:9) Our purpose is to bring praises to the name of the Lord God of Israel by the way He has worked
in our lives, to save us from our sins, and simply for the fact of His mercy. The Lord is worthy, and we are
able to declare these things because He has chosen us to declare such things.

The psalmist goes on to speak of those who love and praise the Lord, saying, WY W7 "W WX 2
Tia MY M YRR N0 [ NIRT? A AP TR MY 1NN M 1R T ny-933 AR
DIVYWT YT NIAR-0Y ARYD ) IN70-0v 990005 106:3 How blessed are those who keep justice,
Who practice righteousness at all times! 106:4 Remember me, O Lord, in Your favor toward Your people;
Visit me with Your salvation, 106:5 That | may see the prosperity of Your chosen ones, That | may rejoice
in the gladness of Your nation, That | may glory with Your inheritance. (NASB) Notice how these who are
those who give praises to the Lord and the work of His hand, are those who keep justice and practice righ-
teousness. Remember what took place in Parashat Vayera; the Lord expects men of all nations to live with
righteousness and justice providing us with the example of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Bereshit / Genesis 18:16-33

18:16 Then the men rose up from there, and looked down toward Sodom; and Abraham was
walking with them to send them off. 18:17 The Lord said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what |
am about to do, 18:18 since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in
him all the nations of the earth will be blessed? 18:19 “For I have chosen him, so that he may
command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righ-
teousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about
him.” 18:20 And the Lord said, ‘The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and
their sin is exceedingly grave. 18:21 ‘I will go down now, and see if they have done entirely
according to its outcry, which has come to Me; and if not, I will know.” 18:22 Then the men
turned away from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham was still standing before the
Lord. 18:23 Abraham came near and said, ‘Will You indeed sweep away the righteous with
the wicked? 18:24 *Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will You indeed sweep it
away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it? 18:25 ‘Far be
it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and
the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal just-
ly?”18:26 So the Lord said, ‘If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare
the whole place on their account.” 18:27 And Abraham replied, ‘“Now behold, I have ventured
to speak to the Lord, although I am but dust and ashes. 18:28 “‘Suppose the fifty righteous
are lacking five, will You destroy the whole city because of five?” And He said, ‘I will not
destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 18:29 He spoke to Him yet again and said, ‘Suppose forty
are found there?’ And He said, ‘I will not do it on account of the forty.” 18:30 Then he said,
‘Oh may the Lord not be angry, and | shall speak; suppose thirty are found there?” And He
said, ‘I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 18:31 And he said, ‘Now behold, | have ventured
to speak to the Lord; suppose twenty are found there?” And He said, ‘I will not destroy it on
account of the twenty.” 18:32 Then he said, ‘Oh may the Lord not be angry, and | shall speak
only this once; suppose ten are found there?” And He said, ‘I will not destroy it on account
of the ten.” 18:33 As soon as He had finished speaking to Abraham the Lord departed, and
Abraham returned to his place. (NASB)
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Note that righteousness and justice are two key aspects of what the Lord expects of us, as we read in
Parashat Noach and the reason for the destruction of the world. Righteousness and Justice are brought into
the context of Parashat Vayera by reason of Abraham’s appeal to the Lord God on behalf of the cities of So-
dom and Gomorrah. We are told that the Lord heard the “great outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah” (18:20).
The question is whether the Lord is roaming about the earth, seeing the people and their evil deeds and
hearing of their wickedness? Or is He in heaven and heard the outcry of that wicked place? If the latter is
the case, how did the Lord hear of the actions of the people? Could the outcry that the Lord had heard been
the prayers of ““righteous Lot, whose righteous soul was vexed by the wickedness of these cities?”” (2 Peter
2:6-8) The Lord said, 18:17 ...“Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18:18 since Abraham
will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed? 18:19
‘For | have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way
of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring upon Abraham what He has
spoken about him.” (NASB) The purpose was so that Abraham would keep the way of the Lord by doing
righteousness and justice, and that he would teach his children to do likewise. In a similar manner, we too
are to model our lives after Abraham, because when the Lord told him that He was going to destroy these
cities, Abraham had concern for the righteous and immediately began to intercede for them. How could the
Lord God possibly destroy these cities if there were righteous men and women living in them? According
to Parashat Vayera, God’s purpose in calling Abraham and his offspring was to raise up a people character-
ized by righteousness and justice, a people who would walk in His ways. Not only did the Lord God show
Himself to be righteous and just, He also worked in Abraham’s life to show how Abraham was a man who
loved righteousness and justice. We too are to love righteousness and justice, and in striving to do so, the
Lord will bring His salvation to us (Tehillim / Psalms 106:4).

These people recognize their short comings and sinfulness saying, :31Y%77 31My7 1°012R-0Y 1IRVT I
WRY oYW 1 I0-022 02-0¥ 1N 3700 20-N8 1127 KD PRiIRDD1 1wn-KD | 00¥nd wniax 7
:iN7123-n% ¥°7977 iAW 106:6 We have sinned like our fathers, We have committed iniquity, we have be-
haved wickedly. 106:7 Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders; They did not remember Your
abundant kindnesses, But rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. 106:8 Nevertheless He saved them for the sake
of His name, That He might make His power known. (NASB) Note the significance of these Scripture, the
Lord saving His people for His name’s sake! It is interesting how the Lord saves His people because of His
name’s sake. What does this mean “for His name’s sake?”” The reason the Lord glorifies His Name is to
vindicate (prove to be right) His name from the blasphemous reproaches which the Egyptians and the men
of this world have cast upon it if His people had been destroyed. Throughout the Tanach and the Apostolic
Writings, we are told of the Lord’s passion for His own glory, for example according to Isaiah 48:9-11.

Isaiah 48:9-11

48:9 “For the sake of My name | delay My wrath, And for My praise | restrain it for you, In
order not to cut you off. 48:10 “Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you
in the furnace of affliction. 48:11 ‘For My own sake, for My own sake, | will act; For how can
My name be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another. (NASB)

Note how the Lord says “For My name’s sake,” ““For the sake of my praise,” “For my own sake,” ““How
should my name be profaned,” and “My glory I will not give to another.” The Lord is concerned with His
glory, and it is by reason of His glory we are saved. The following are a few references to the Scriptures that
speak of this method of bringing glory to His name:

» The Lord chose his people for His glory (Ephesians 1:4-6)
* The Lord created us for His glory (Isaiah 43:6-7)
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It is important to note how all things were created for the purpose of bringing glory to the Lord God our
Father in heaven. This is the significance of the Lord saving His people for His Name’s sake. Tehillim /
Psalms 106 continues listing the glory of God and His mercy to save His people, and the people’s rebellion
even in the midst of the Lord working powerfully for all to see. The psalm continues saying the following:

The Lord called Israel for His glory (Isaiah 49:3, Jeremiah 13:11)
The Lord rescued Israel from Egypt for His glory (Tehillim / Psalm 106:7-8)

The Lord raised Pharaoh up to show His power and glorify His name (Ro-
mans 9:17)

The Lord defeated Pharaoh at the Red Sea to show His glory (Shemot / Exo-
dus 14:4-18)

The Lord spared Israel in the wilderness for the glory of His name (Ezekiel
20:14)

The Lord gave Israel victory in Canaan for the glory of His name (2 Samuel
7:23)

The Lord did not cast away His people for the glory of His name (I Samuel
12:20-22)

The Lord saved Jerusalem from attack for the glory of His name (2 Kings
19:34 and 20:6)

The Lord restored Israel from exile for the glory of His name (Ezekiel 36:22-
32)

Yeshua taught us to do good works so that the Father is glorified (Matthew
5:16 and 1 Peter 2:12)

Yeshua warned that not seeking God’s glory makes faith impossible (John
5:44)

Yeshua said that prayer is answered so that God would be glorified (John
14:13)

Yeshua endured his final hours of suffering for God’s glory (John 12:27-28,
John 17:1and 13:31-32)

The Lord gave His Son to vindicate the glory of His righteousness (Romans
3:25-26)

The Lord instructs us to do everything for His glory (I Corinthians 10:31).
The Lord tells us to serve in a way that will glorify Him (| Peter 4:11)

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 106:9-18

106:9 Thus He rebuked the Red Sea and it dried up, And He led them through the deeps, as
through the wilderness. 106:10 So He saved them from the hand of the one who hated them,
And redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 106:11 The waters covered their adversar-
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ies; Not one of them was left. 106:12 Then they believed His words; They sang His praise.
106:13 They quickly forgot His works; They did not wait for His counsel, 106:14 But craved
intensely in the wilderness, And tempted God in the desert. 106:15 So He gave them their
request, But sent a wasting disease among them. 106:16 When they became envious of Moses
in the camp, And of Aaron, the holy one of the Lord, 106:17 The earth opened and swallowed
up Dathan, And engulfed the company of Abiram. 106:18 And a fire blazed up in their com-
pany; The flame consumed the wicked. (NASB)

RO 2R T 29N R TR YWY (12702 NinnRa 02717 200 710-002 W B
VYYD AP I X HINPIN W PIATIIPHRN D NI KD DR TR 0778 OM-1027
11 201 anRY 077 1071 0 IR0 DX-103 1272 MIND WD T 1ingy? 120-K0

—————

:DYYT 0I20 1277 DNTY2 WR-TWAM MO
Targum Pseudo Jonathan

Toviyah / Psalms 106:9-18

106:9 And he rebuked the sea of Reeds, and it dried up; and he conducted them through the
deeps, as in the wilderness. 106:10 And he redeemed them from the power of the foe; and he
redeemed them from the power of the enemies. 106:11 And the waters covered their oppres-
sors; not one of them was left. 106:12 And they believed in the name of his word; they sang
his praise. 106:13 They quickly forgot his deeds; they did not wait for his counsel. 106:14
And they made a request and tested God in the place of desolation. 106:15 And he gave them
their request, and sent leanness into their souls. 106:16 And they were jealous of Moses in
the camp, of Aaron, the holy one of the Lord. 106:17 The earth opened up and swallowed
Dathan, and covered the company of Abiram. 106:18 And fire burned in their company;
flame will kindle the wicked.

1IN 2797 IRID T2 NIPIDY 0 IRD2TAD 777 KONIINA P77 2AINRT 70T KA AN U
AW I DWW 20 IRDWR RY P32 T NTROYA RO NOM RO 1R22T7 9V T
RNORW 1211 70 571°N091R% PN0R 172N0KR KD MT72W RWINK 12770 X SPNRawIn
WDI2 RMITND TV PIMPW PP 27 10 8 17X IR RIPR RO RINT WA
NY°0 HY NOM INT DYDY RYIR DANONR T S700T RWOTR JIARD RNOIWN2 wn? 11w T

AROYOWI 279WN XM PANYI02 RNWOR DPPTY 107N

Note how the Targum translates saying the Lord redeemed the people from the depths of the sea, and He
redeemed them from the power of the enemy. The people then quickly forgot the work of the Lord in their
lives, rebelled, and sinned. The MT states, 106:13 They quickly forgot His works; They did not wait for His
counsel, 106:14 But craved intensely in the wilderness, And tempted God in the desert. 106:15 So He gave
them their request, But sent a wasting disease among them. (NASB) whereas the Targum states 106:13 They
quickly forgot his deeds; they did not wait for his counsel. 106:14 And they made a request and tested God
in the place of desolation. 106:15 And he gave them their request, and sent leanness into their souls. (EMC)
The rabbis interpret the wasting disease as a leanness of the soul. The people had witnessed the mercy of
God, his might and power to deliver them from slavery. They walked in sin and yet the Lord delivered them
in His mercy. It is very dangerous to live under the idea that one may sin freely because the Lord will for-
give. The rabbis speak on this topic according to the Talmud Bavli Chagigah 16b.
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Talmud Bavli Chagigah 16b

Rabbi Yehudah the son of Rabbi Nachmani, the translator of Reish Lakish, expounded:
“What is [the meaning] of the verse, ‘Do not trust in a friend, do not put confidence in a
familiar friend (Micah 7:5)°? If the evil inclination tells you, ‘Sin, and the Holy One, Blessed
be He, will forgive,” do not trust [him, as it is said], ‘do not trust in a friend (heb. Rei’a)’. And
there is no [term] “friend’ except for the evil inclination, as it is said, ‘For the inclination of
the heart of the man is evil (heb. Ra, with same letters as Rei’a) (Genesis 8:21).” And there is
no [term] ‘familiar friend’ except for the Holy One, Blessed be He, as it is said, “You are the
friend of my youth (Jeremiah 3:4).” Maybe you will say, “Who will testify against me?’ The
stones and beams of a man’s house, they testify against him, as it is said, ‘For a stone from
the wall will cry out, and a beam from the wood will answer it (Habakkuk 2:11).””” And the
sages say, “The soul of a person testifies against him, as it is said, ‘From that which sleeps
in your bosom, guard your mouth (Micah 7:5).” What is the thing that sleeps in the bosom of
a man? You should say, this is the soul.” R’ Zerikah said, “The two accompanying angels,
which escort him, they testify against him, as it is said, ‘For he shall command his angels
to guard you through all your ways (Psalms 91:11).”” [And the sages say,] The limbs of a
man testify against him, as it is said, ‘And you are My witnesses, Hashem declares, And I am
G-d (Isaiah 43:12).””” Mishnah: [Yossi] the son of Yoezer says not to lean [on the chagigah
offering]; Yosef the son of Yochanan says to lean. Yehoshua the son of Perachia says not to
lean; Nitai the Arbelite says to lean. Yehudah the son of Tabbai says not to lean; Shimon the
son of Shetach says to lean. Shemai’ah says to lean; Avtaliyon says not to lean. Hillel and
Menachem did not argue. Menachem exited, Shammai entered. Shammai says not to lean,
Hillel says to lean.

The rabbis in the Talmud expound upon the concept of sin and forgiveness. Rabbi Yehudah speak of a friend
and putting trust in a friend as opposed to trusting in the Lord God of Israel, and parallel this to the Yetzer
Hara (evil inclination) that says, ‘Sin, and the Holy One, Blessed be He, will forgive,” where the Yetzer Hara
appears to be a friend, but leads a man only to destruction. The Yetzer Hara is connected to the heart of
a man, and the heart of man is said to be filled with all sorts of evil. (Matthew 15:19, Mark 7:21, Romans
1:29) The rabbis continue saying that the soul of a man testifies against him. This may be how the Targum
translation views the leanness of the soul. There are some men who are very shallow in their faith, and
such people make their requests known, and test the Lord God as a result, leaning upon unbelief and doubt
when the Lord does not answer prayer within the time-line of their own making. The rabbis say that this is
synonymous to sending leanness into the soul (Tehillim / Psalms 106:15). The rabbis say that two angels
accompany each man, and these angels will testify against him as well. In addition, they say that a man’s
limbs will also testify against him. This speaks of our actions, what we say we believe by faith, and how
we put our faith into action.

According to the historical narrative in the Torah, the people sinned greatly, and this is reiterated in the
Psalm in the following way:

106:19 They made a calf in Horeb And worshiped a molten image. 106:20 Thus they ex-
changed their glory For the image of an ox that eats grass. 106:21 They forgot God their
Savior, Who had done great things in Egypt, 106:22 Wonders in the land of Ham And awe-
some things by the Red Sea. 106:23 Therefore He said that He would destroy them, Had
not Moses His chosen one stood in the breach before Him, To turn away His wrath from
destroying them. 106:24 Then they despised the pleasant land; They did not believe in His
word, 106:25 But grumbled in their tents; They did not listen to the voice of the Lord. 106:26
Therefore He swore to them That He would cast them down in the wilderness, 106:27 And
that He would cast their seed among the nations And scatter them in the lands. 106:28 They
joined themselves also to Baal-peor, And ate sacrifices offered to the dead. 106:29 Thus they
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provoked Him to anger with their deeds, And the plague broke out among them. 106:30 Then
Phinehas stood up and interposed, And so the plague was stayed. 106:31 And it was reck-
oned to him for righteousness, To all generations forever. 106:32 They also provoked Him
to wrath at the waters of Meribah, So that it went hard with Moses on their account; 106:33
Because they were rebellious against His Spirit, He spoke rashly with his lips. 106:34 They
did not destroy the peoples, As the Lord commanded them, 106:35 But they mingled with the
nations And learned their practices, 106:36 And served their idols, Which became a snare to
them. 106:37 They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons, 106:38 And
shed innocent blood, The blood of their sons and their daughters, Whom they sacrificed to
the idols of Canaan; And the land was polluted with the blood. 106:39 Thus they became un-
clean in their practices, And played the harlot in their deeds. 106:40 Therefore the anger of
the Lord was kindled against His people And He abhorred His inheritance. 106:41 Then He
gave them into the hand of the nations, And those who hated them ruled over them. 106:42
Their enemies also oppressed them, And they were subdued under their power. 106:43 Many
times He would deliver them; They, however, were rebellious in their counsel, And so sank
down in their iniquity. (NASB)

The significant passage in these sequence of verses is Tehillim / Psalms 106:43, 02°%> nia7 27y
:031Y2 13121 aN¥Y2 1R 77 106:43 Many times He would deliver them; They, however, were rebellious
in their counsel, And so sank down in their iniquity. (NASB) Note how through all of these things, the basic
conclusion is that they sank down, they were brought low in their iniquity (713°77 71°R °X5> 1P¥°20 1°3AT A1

P22 IRANRY PIN22HA 9 11270%). This speaks to the danger of practicing sin in our lives, that sin
will bring us lower and to places we do not want go and if practiced long enough will cause our faith to

waver. The MT states that they provoked Him in their counsel (QD¥¥2 1772 73%:7)). This is an interesting
way to describe the people, how they provoked Him with their counsel. What does it mean to provoke with
counsel? We may gain some information on this from the Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6 Part 1.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6 Part 1

The Rabbis taught in the language (style) of the Mishnah: Rabbi Meir says: Anyone who
involves himself in Torah for its own sake merits many things, and moreover the entire world
is worthwhile for his sake; He is called “friend,”” ““beloved,” ““lover of the Omnipresent,”
“lover of [all] creatures,” “delighter of the Omnipresent,” ““delighter of [all] creatures.”
He is clothed in humility and reverence, and it prepares him to be righteous, devout, upright
and trustworthy, and it distances him from sin, and draws him near to merit. We enjoy from
him counsel and comprehension, understanding and strength, as it is said (Proverbs 8:14):
“Mine is counsel and comprehension, | am understanding, mine is strength.”” It gives him
kingship and dominion, and [the ability to] investigate in judgment, and the secrets of the
Torah are revealed to him, and he becomes like an ever-strengthening spring, and like a
river that does not stop. He is modest and long-tempered, and forgives insult to him; And it
enlarges him and raises him above all [that God] made.

The rabbis speak of studying the Torah and the merits of doing so. Such a person is a “friend,”” *““beloved,”
“lover of the Omnipresent,” ““lover of [all] creatures,” “delighter of the Omnipresent,” “delighter of [all]
creatures.” ““He is clothed in humility and reverence, and it prepares him to be righteous, devout, upright
and trustworthy, and it distances him from sin.”” Studying, taking hold of, and applying God’s Word to
one’s life does all of these things. Note the number of significant statements made in the second half of the
paragraph.

» We enjoy from him counsel and comprehension, understanding and strength,
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as it is said (Proverbs 8:14): ““Mine is counsel and comprehension, | am un-
derstanding, mine is strength.”

+ It gives him kingship and dominion,

« [The ability to] investigate in judgment, and the secrets of the Torah are re-
vealed to him,

» He becomes like an ever-strengthening spring, and like a river that does not
stop.

* He is modest and long-tempered, and forgives insult to him;

+ Itenlarges him and raises him above all [that God] made.

The word of God is able to give wisdom, and by taking counsel in God’s Word, we learn how to seek the
counsel of the Lord God in heaven, and how not to seek His counsel. The provocation of the people in
the wilderness in their counsel to the Lord may be related to their refusal to listen and obey. They did not
have their hearts set on living to please the Lord, to seek His righteousness, justice, and truth according to
His words. Even though we fall short, we are called to seek these things in our lives, and this is pleasing
in the Lord’s eyes. Remember that falling short in our abilities to obey God’s word is no excuse to neglect
the mitzvot. Throughout the Scriptures we are called to strive for the righteousness of God because He is
righteous, and because of who we are in Christ (the Messiah).

Tehillim / Psalm 106 concludes saying, 2773 i1°72 077 791" 177 :20I7-NY a2 077 82 R 7

T2 1R DYT-22 TN 02907 TV | D2WI-1 PR 0N MIm-T2 10 iAn?ana n2avay AW TR ovY
106:44 Nevertheless He looked upon their distress When He heard their cry; 106:45 And He remembered
His covenant for their sake, And relented according to the greatness of His lovingkindness. 106:46 He also
made them objects of compassion In the presence of all their captors. 106:47 Save us, O Lord our God, And
gather us from among the nations, To give thanks to Your holy name And glory in Your praise. 106:48 Bless-
ed be the Lord, the God of Israel, From everlasting even to everlasting. And let all the people say, ‘Amen.’
Praise the Lord! 106:41 Then He gave them into the hand of the nations, And those who hated them ruled
over them. 106:42 Their enemies also oppressed them, And they were subdued under their power. 106:43
Many times He would deliver them; They, however, were rebellious in their counsel, And so sank down in
their iniquity. 106:44 Nevertheless He looked upon their distress When He heard their cry; 106:45 And He
remembered His covenant for their sake, And relented according to the greatness of His lovingkindness.
106:46 He also made them objects of compassion In the presence of all their captors. 106:47 Save us, O
Lord our God, And gather us from among the nations, To give thanks to Your holy name And glory in Your
praise. 106:48 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, From everlasting even to everlasting. And let all the
people say, ‘Amen.’ Praise the Lord! (NASB) Based upon the concluding verses, it is obvious this Psalm
was written some time following the Babylonian exile of Israel. The Chaldeans, following standard Meso-
potamian practice, deported the Jews after they had conquered Jerusalem occurring in 597 BCE. The people
were relocated to Babylon, some estimate approximately 10,000 people were forced to move to Babylon.
This is a point in the history of Israel when Judah ceased to function as an independent kingdom in the Land
of Israel. We are told according to the book of Jeremiah, that king Nebuchadnezzar only relocated the most
prominent of the citizens of Judah, professionals, priests, craftsmen, and the wealthy. The poor of the Land
were allowed to stay, and we are told that the king of Babylon had the Land divided among the poor. In
addition, there were rivalries between two groups of Jewish peoples who remained and many were killed.
The significance of the concluding verses is in the psalmists recognizing the mercy of God, he says, 106:45
And He remembered His covenant for their sake, And relented according to the greatness of His lovingkind-
ness. (NASB) Studying the book of Ezekiel, we learn the period of Ezekiel is following the Babylonian exile
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where Ezekiel receives the visions of God in the land of the Babylonians. He speaks of the rebelliousness
of God’s people (Ezekiel 2-4) and yet the Lord had compassion on them and caused their captors to have
mercy. (Tehillim / Psalms 106:46) Sforno on Shemot / Exodus 6:4 part 1 states the following regarding the
covenant and mercy of God.

Sforno on Shemot / Exodus 6:4 part 1
"N’ 4, | have also sworn, as per Onkelos in Genesis 31:53 on the word Y21 which he

renders as 0?1, ““G’d swore to keep His promise.” Compare a similar phrase but worded
differently in Psalms 106:44-45 “When He saw that they were in distress, when He heard
their cry, He was mindful of His covenant and in His great faithfulness He relented.”

According to Sforno, the Lord God of Israel swore to keep, or raise up (2>°?1) His promise. When the peo-
ple were in distress, repented of their sins, and cried out to the Lord, He heard them and remembered His

covenant. The Aramaic Targum translates to say the following, 7772 Y0 %W RNV RNV 7°2 PNI0M K7
TR 2 2N ROP IAP T AN PIMIPE DY ONATR VR vaw 10 NaR PV 70 XM T NPRID
TN WD RITIR T RINY PIND 1A AN 1AWT 9D 9DIRA PAMTY AN 27 M SPNNAY MT0M VA0
7707 RAPY 12 DRAWOT RAPKR TI0T RAW T°02 177 STNRAWINA RAANWKRY TR DWW IRTIRD XNV 01921

IRIOR 7AW 7219277 7R XY 9 M NRT XYY 7391 106:44 And he saw when it went ill with them, when
he heard their prayer. 106:45 And he remembered his covenant in their favor, and he turned aside from his
anger according to his abundant mercies. 106:46 And he made them find mercy in the sight of all who had
taken them captive. 106:47 Redeem us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the Gentiles, to give
thanks in your holy name, to boast in your praise. 106:48 Blessed be the name of the Lord God of Israel,
from this age to the age to come, and let all the people say, Amen, Hallelujah. (EMS) The rabbis translate
the psalm to say that the Lord heard their prayer and remembered His covenant and showed mercy to Israel
in the sight of all her captives. The in-gathering from the Gentile nations to the Holy Land is reason to give
thanks and to boast in the praise of God’s Name. This idea of gathering and delivering us from the nations,
the taking us out of the nations and away from the evil and wicked practices, to walk in God’s ways is cou-
pled with the giving thanks to the Holy Name of God. Not only has this been given to Israel as we can see
in the historical accounts, this has also now been offered even to the Gentile peoples in the Name of the
Messiah Yeshua! According to the Torah, Moshe spoke of Israel’s future disobedience that would result in
a scattering of the people over all the world (Devarim / Deuteronomy 29:2-30:1). The Lord God of Israel
promised according to Nehemiah 1:8-9 “If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations,” but if
you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them, though some of you were cast out to the farthest
part of the heavens, yet | will gather them from there, and bring them to the place which I have chosen as
a dwelling for My name.” Note the connections here to returning to the Lord, keeping His commandments,
and doing them, putting God’s word into action. This is the very nature of the meaning of Teshuvah which
is to be exhibited in all of our lives. According to the historical account of Israel, the people had made it a
habit of leaving the ways of the Lord to sin, and then coming back to God’s ways in Repentance (Teshuvah).
The Lord was always willing in His mercy to receive back those who were lost, those who would turn their
lives in repentance to walk in righteousness, holiness, and truth. In the Messiah Yeshua, the mercy of God
has been extended to the Gentile peoples, to those who would humble themselves, seek the God of Israel,
believe in His Messiah, and turn from sin to walk in righteousness, holiness, and truth entering to a covenant
of peace, life, and justice, with the Creator of the Universe. What an Awesome God we serve! Let’s Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 106 has 9 parts. Reading through the Mi-
drash we will be looking at Part 1, 3, 5, 8, and 9. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 104,
Parts 1, 3,5, 8, and 9.
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Part 1

Part 3

Part 5

Part 8

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 106, Part 1, 3,4, 8, and 9

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the >N 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “O give thanks
unto the Lord; for He is good; for His mercy endures forever.”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Who can express the mighty
acts of the Lord? (Tehillim / Psalms 106:1-2).”

The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis open the mid-
rash with a discussion the wonderful works of God.

The wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis pro-
vide examples of the powerful works of God in our lives.

The Concluding phrase says, “Therefore, David asked, Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord?
And answered, He who can show forth all His praise (Tehillim / Psalms 106:2). Who can utter the
mighty acts of the Lord? Rabbi Samuel said, Men like us who are occupied with Torah to the full
extent of our obligation.

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°mnn7 11277 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Another expo-
sition of Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord?”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Blessed are they that keep
justice, and he that does righteousness at all times (Tehillim / Psalms 106:2-3).”

The ?Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN1°N9 (Petihta), the rabbis open with the
statement on the importance of righteous deeds.

The ?wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal saying the one who copies the Torah is involved in righteous deeds.

The Concluding phrase says, “Even though the orphan child be left naked, nevertheless it is the por-
tion of bread he is given to eat that enables him to stand up. And so he that feeds an orphan is one
that does righteousness at all times.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°11n77 1127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, ““And the waters
covered their adversaries; there was not one of them left (Tehillim / Psalms 106:11).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Rabbi Judah and Rabbi Ne-
hemiah differed concerning the words not one of them was left. Not even Pharaoh was left, Rabbi
Judah taught, since it is said, There was not one of them left.”

The SWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNn°N9 (Petihta), the rabbis speak of
whether Pharaoh had drowned in the Red Sea or not?

The YW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2@ (mashal), by paralleling the
story in Parashat Korach.

The Concluding phrase says, “Rabbi Simeon taught At Horeb the children of Israel adorned them-
selves, and at Horeb also they stripped themselves, as is said, And the children of Israel stripped
themselves of their ornaments from Mount Horeb onward (Shemot / Exodus 33:6).”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 9°110757 7127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Many times did
He deliver them (Tehillim / Psalms 106:43).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “How many times did they
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provoke the Holy One blessed be He, as is said, And the children of Israel did that which was evil
(Judges 6:1)

 The PWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis opens with a
discussion on the provocation of the children of Israel in the wilderness.

+ The YW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w7 (mashal) contrast this to the
mercy of God that is long suffering with the sins of His people.

* The Concluding phrase says, ““Rabbi Samuel said, Israel became poverty stricken. To what extent?
To such an extent that they had not enough to make the sacrifice prescribed for the poor, the sacri-
fice referred to in the verse, And if he be poor, and his means suffice not (Vayikra / Leviticus 14:21).
Hence, Many times did HE deliver them.”

Part 9

* The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°In»7 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Nevertheless,
He regarded their affliction, when He heard their cry (Tehillim / Psalms 106:44).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Rabbi Eleazar taught, Is-
rael is to be saved only on account of five things, on account of affliction, on account of the cry of
prayer, on account of the merit of the fathers, on account of repentance, and on account of the time
of in-gathering.”

+ The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis open with a
discussion on why the Lord is patient and forgiving of Israel.

+ The YW1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable”” expands upon the 2w (mashal) saying there were
five reasons for the Lord’s mercy.

* The Concluding phrase says, ““Rabbi Eleazar taught in the name of Rabbi Jose son of Zimra, Here
Amen is an oath, as in the verse, And the woman will say, Amen, Amenb (Bamidbar / Numbers 5:22).
One Amen for this world, and the other Amen for the world to come.”

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°110777 212°7) saying, “O give thanks
unto the Lord; for He is good; for His mercy endures forever.”” The homiletic introduction to the midrash
states, “Who can express the mighty acts of the Lord? (Tehillim / Psalms 106:1-2).”” The Midrash continues
saying the following:

These words are to be considered in the light of what Scripture says elsewhere, Many, O
Lord my God, are Your wonderful works which You have done, and Your thoughts which are
towards us (Tehillim / Psalms 40:6). What is meant by the words, Many are Your wonderful
works? They mean that every day You do for us miracles and wonderful works, of which no
man knows. Then who does know? You O Lord! (Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 1)

One of the ways that the Lord God shows His love for us are his many promises to keep us from harm, from
loneliness, from evil, from our enemies, all of this is contained in Tehillim / Psalms 121:7 The LORD will
protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul. (NASB, :5¢/931-N§ w° ¥7-221 772%° 7110 1) In the
exodus, the Israelites were in danger as they entered the region of Sinai, they were fearful of the journey
ahead, their path included a ““vast and terrible wilderness infested with poisonous snakes and scorpions.”
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:15) They were also faced with the threat of attack by hostile nations. The Lord’s
words through Moshe were reassuring saying, ““You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egyptians, that |
might carry you on wings of eagles and bring you to myself.”” (Shemot / Exodus 19:4) The Lord reminded
His people that He had delivered them from the Egyptians, drawing a parallel to carrying them on eagles
wings which illustrates divine protection. In the Midrash, the rabbis say that we do not know the wonderful
works the Lord had performed. The idea here is that many of God’s works are not evident in His protection
and what He is doing in the background to save our lives from harm.
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The Midrash continues saying the following:

Rabbi Eleazar son of Pedat said, Mark that it is written To Him who alone does great won-
ders (Tehillim / Psalms 136:4), that is, God alone knows the great wonders He does. The
later verse, To Him who divided the Red Sea in sunder (Tehillim / Psalms 136:13), implies
that God’s giving of sustenance is as great a wonder as the miracle at the Red Sea. It implies
further that even as the world cannot exist without God’s giving of sustenance, so the world
cannot exist without wonders and miracles. (Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 1)

As part of God’s wonders, the rabbis say that the Lord giving sustenance to man is synonymous to his divid-
ing the Red Sea and enabling Israel to cross on dry ground. Have you ever considered the food and drink
on your table as to being a great miracle which may be compared to the dividing of the Red Sea? If money
is short to provide the basic necessities of life, food, clothing, heating, and electricity, it is easy to see how
blessed one is and how the miracle of sustenance the Lord provides is indeed on the same level as that of the
parting of the Red Sea. The Midrash continue saying the sustenance is another word for the Lord maintain-
ing the world for us to continue to exist. They say ““the world cannot exist without wonders and miracles.”
What wonders and miracles do you think they are referring to? The individual worlds in the life of each
person may be a proper comparison, in the sense that it is the Lord who gives breath and sustains our lives
as the psalm is saying in regards to His mercy. In addition, the miracle of creation may also be that which
the Midrash is referring to, without the wonders and miracles of God in His creation, speaking all things into
existence, nothing will exist today.
The Midrash continues with a parable saying the following:

For example, a man is lying on his bed, and not far from him there is a snake. As the man
starts to get up, the snake becomes aware of him; but as the man is about to put his feet down,
the snake glides away from him. A man does not know how many such wonderful works the
Holy One blessed be He, does for him. Who does know? Blessed be the Lord God, the God
of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. (Tehillim / Psalms 72:18) Why alone? Is it con-
ceivable that anyone else would be helping Him to do wondrous things? Alone means that
God alone knows how many wondrous works He does every day. Hence David said, Many, O
Lord my God, are Your wonderful works which You have done, and Your thoughts which are
towards us (Tehillim / Psalms 40:6). And of the words, They cannot be reckoned up in order
unto You, Rabbi Akha said, We can number neither Your wonderful works which You do, nor
Your thoughts. Nor can His glory be precisely reckoned. Consider an analogy of two men,
one strong and the other weak. Is it possible for the weak man to recount the glorious deeds
of the strong one? No! For he can have no understanding of the glorious deeds of the strong
man. But the strong man knows his own strength, and he can recount the glorious deeds of
another strong man. (Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 1)

The rabbis provide examples of what the Lord has done in the past to save a man’s life each day. They ask
the question of who is it that helps the Lord God of Israel to do such things? Then they draw us back to the
original question, “Who can express the mighty acts of the Lord? (Tehillim / Psalms 106:1-2).”” The idea is
that we give our praises to the Lord out of our own ignorance to what the Lord has done, meaning that we
praise His name based upon the limited knowledge of His goodness to us each day, and based upon what
He has done in the Scriptures. One day we will find out how the Lord had worked in our lives in so many
powerful ways. Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 1 concludes saying, “Therefore, David asked, Who can utter
the mighty acts of the Lord? And answered, He who can show forth all His praise (Tehillim / Psalms 106:2).
Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? Rabbi Samuel said, Men like us who are occupied with Torah to
the full extent of our obligation.” The idea is that if we occupy ourselves with the study of the Scriptures,
we are given insights, and spiritual discernment to understand how the Lord is working in our lives, even
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in the hidden areas, those things that we do not know He has done. Studying Scriptures provides us with a
continual reminder of the glory of God, of His power to work in the lives of men, in the hearts of both the
wicked and the righteous for His purposes. It is for the things that we know, and for the things that we do
not know that give reason for our praise of the Lord God in heaven! We know His mercy and His love for
us, and for those reasons alone is He worthy to be praised!

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°1nn7 212°7) saying, “Another exposi-
tion of Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord?”” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Bless-
ed are they that keep justice, and he that does righteousness at all times (Tehillim / Psalms 106:2-3).” Is it

possible to do righteousness and keep justice at all times? The entire Midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 3

3. Another exposition of Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord?
Blessed are they that keep justice, and he that does righteousness
at all times (Tehillim / Psalms 106:2-3). His disciples asked Rabbi
Tarfon, What man is busy in righteousness at all times? And He
answered, He that copies out sacred scrolls and lends them to other
people. The disciples said to one another, Are, then, the instruc-
tors of the young ever idle? Or is he idle who feeds an orphan in
his house? It was argued, but the child goes naked. Thereupon,
the disciples agreed, We must have recourse to the Modaite. They
were referring to what Rabbi Eliezer the Modaite taught, Even
though the orphan child be left naked, nevertheless it is the portion
of bread he is given to eat that enables him to stand up. And so he
that feeds an orphan is one that does righteousness at all times.

The rabbis say that only those who occupy themselves with the Torah in the work of a Sofer (copyist) is the
one who is busy at righteousness at all times. The question for us is, “what is righteousness?”” is achievable
by simply copying the bible? Is studying Scripture an act of righteousness as the rabbis suggest throughout
the rabbinic literature? Dictionaries define righteousness as ““behavior that is morally justifiable or right.”
This behavior is characterized by accepted standards of morality, justice, and uprightness. The Torah’s
standard of human righteousness is the Lord God’s own attribute of righteousness and holiness. Therefore,
God’s laws both describe His own character and constitute the plumb line by which He measures human
righteousness. In the Apostolic Writings, the Greek word for ““righteousness’ (dikatog) primarily describes
conduct in relation to others, especially with regards to the rights of others in business, in legal matters, and
in our relationship with God. The word is contrasted with wickedness, the conduct of the one who, out of
gross selfish intent, does his own will and treats others badly. Therefore, the righteous are those who put
their faith into action. Is studying the Torah an act of putting our faith into action? What about how we
interact with others? The Bible describes the righteous person as just or right, having faith in the Lord God
of Israel and trusting in Him (see Tehillim / Psalm 33:18-22). Note how in the Midrash, the rabbis conclude
that it is what we do which leads to the acts of righteousness. The purpose of the Lord giving us His word
is found in the context that ““the only way to truly know the Lord™ is by living as Yeshua lived, where obe-
dience to the commands is to walk in the footsteps of our Father and Yeshua the Messiah. The way we get
to know someone in this world is by walking along side of them and sharing in their troubles, struggles, and
in life. So when we see one who is an orphan, or naked, or hungry, we are not to be idle but moved with
compassion to help, because we are Yeshua’s disciples, and this is the definition of righteousness.

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 3 concludes saying, ““Even though the orphan child be left naked, neverthe-
less it is the portion of bread he is given to eat that enables him to stand up. And so he that feeds an orphan
is one that does righteousness at all times.” The conclusion of the Midrash is in regard to those who put
their faith into action to the service and care of others. James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight
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of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained
by the world. (NASB)

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 5 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10177 212°7) saying, ““And the waters
covered their adversaries; there was not one of them left (Tehillim / Psalms 106:11).”” The homiletic intro-
duction to the midrash states, ““Rabbi Judah and Rabbi Nehemiah differed concerning the words not one of
them was left. Not even Pharaoh was left, Rabbi Judah taught, since it is said, There was not one of them

left.” The entire Midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 5

5. And the waters covered their adversaries; there was not one of
them left (Tehillim / Psalms 106:11). Rabbi Judah and Rabbi Ne-
hemiah differed concerning the words not one of them was left. Not
even Pharaoh was left, Rabbi Judah taught, since it is said, There
was not one of them left. Pharaoh alone was left, Rabbi Nehemiah
taught, for it is said, But in very deed for this cause have | made you
to remain (Shemot / Exodus 9:16). Some say Pharaoh was finally
drowned, for it is said, The Lord overthrew Pharaoh and his host in
the Red Sea (Tehillim / Psalms 136:15). They were jealous also of
Moshe in the camp, and of Aaron the holy one of the Lord (Tehillim /
Psalms 106:16). Rabi Simeon son of Yannai said, In the wilderness,
Israel resolved to appoint Datan in the place of Moshe, and Aviram
in the place of Aaron, for it is said, Let us make a captain, and let
us return into Egypt (Bamidbar / Numbers 14:4). A different expla-
nation of They were jealous also of Moshe, each and every rebel
against Moshe made his wife drink the waters of jealousy which
women suspected of adultery are made to drink. And what did the
rebels bring upon themselves? The earth opened and swallowed
up Datan, and covered the company of Aviram (Tehillim / Psalms
106:17). They made a calf in Horeb (Tehillim / Psalms 106:19). Of
this, Scripture says Also in Horeb you sadden (hiksaftem) the Lord
(Devarim / Deuteronomy 9:8). Rabi Meir said, There are places
where a mourner is called in Aramaic kasafa. Rabbi Simeon taught
At Horeb the children of Israel adorned themselves, and at Horeb
also they stripped themselves, as is said, And the children of Israel
stripped themselves of their ornaments from Mount Horeb onward
(Shemot / Exodus 33:6).

It is interesting how the rabbis describe the heathen nations of the earth, specifically Egypt, who wanted
to enslave the people again and their objective was to try and get Israel to forsake the Lord God in heaven.
Of the nations round about them, particularly the Chaldeans and the Egyptians, their religious ways, their
ways of worship, their superstition and idolatry, the people were being warned against since they were very
prone to follow after foreign gods (Parashat Ki Tisa). The Lord said that there is a danger in learning more
about foreign gods, and therefore commanded that they do not do so from the very superstitious and idola-
trous nation.

Vayikra / Leviticus 18:3

18:3 “You shall not do what is done in the land of Egypt where you lived, nor are you to do
what is done in the land of Canaan where | am bringing you; you shall not walk in their
statutes.
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Vayikra / Leviticus 20:23
20:23 “Moreover, you shall not follow the customs of the nation which I will drive out before
you, for they did all these things, and therefore | have abhorred them.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 12:30

12:30 beware that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed before you,
and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How do these nations serve their gods,
that I also may do likewise?’

Judges 6:10
6:10 and I said to you, ““I am the LORD your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites
in whose land you live. But you have not obeyed Me.”

Jeremiah 10:12
10:12 Thus says the LORD, “Do not learn the way of the nations, And do not be terrified by
the signs of the heavens Although the nations are terrified by them;

The particular reference to the ““astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators™ of the Chaldeans
in Isaiah 47:13, speaks of those who would deceive by reading into the signs of planets and constellations,
eclipses, comets, and other similar astronomical phenomena. The problem was that the people would bow
down to the superstition that bows in fear before anything that is unusual and unexplained and attribute these
things to the foreign gods. It is the Lord God in heaven who is the One we are to fear and trust for our safety.
The Midrash continues speaking of Pharaoh dying in the Red Sea with his army saying the following:

Pharaoh alone was left, Rabbi Nehemiah taught, for it is said, But in very deed for this cause
have | made you to remain (Shemot / Exodus 9:16). Some say Pharaoh was finally drowned,
for it is said, The Lord overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea (Tehillim / Psalms
136:15). They were jealous also of Moshe in the camp, and of Aaron the holy one of the
Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 106:16). Rabi Simeon son of Yannai said, In the wilderness, Israel
resolved to appoint Datan in the place of Moshe, and Aviram in the place of Aaron, for it is
said, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt (Bamidbar / Numbers 14:4). A dif-
ferent explanation of They were jealous also of Moshe, each and every rebel against Moshe
made his wife drink the waters of jealousy which women suspected of adultery are made to
drink. And what did the rebels bring upon themselves? The earth opened and swallowed
up Datan, and covered the company of Aviram (Tehillim / Psalms 106:17). They made a
calf in Horeb (Tehillim / Psalms 106:19). Of this, Scripture says Also in Horeb you sadden
(hiksaftem) the Lord (Devarim / Deuteronomy 9:8). Rabi Meir said, There are places where
a mourner is called in Aramaic kasafa. Rabbi Simeon taught At Horeb the children of Israel
adorned themselves, and at Horeb also they stripped themselves, as is said, And the children
of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments from Mount Horeb onward (Shemot / Exodus
33:6). (Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 5)

The rabbis differed, one believed Pharaoh died with his army, the other believed he remained alive to re-
member the power and might of the God of Israel. The Midrash then proceeds to Parashat Korach and
those who were jealous of Moshe, Korach, Datan, and Aviram, and how the Lord put down the rebellion
that brought false accusation against Moshe and his wife, and to those who made an idol at Horeb. Mount
Horeb (2777 and in the Septuagint (ywpnf) is the mountain at which the book of Deuteronomy in the MT
states that the Ten Commandments were given to Moses by God. The Tanach describes Horeb in two places

(Shemot / Exodus 3:1 and 1 Kings 19:8) as2>?%7 77 the “Mountain of God.” The mountain was also
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called the Mountain of YHWH. (Shemot / Exodus 3:1) In other passages, these events are described as hav-
ing transpired at Mount Sinai. Although Sinai and Horeb are often considered to have been different names
for the same place, there is a body of opinion that they may have been different locations. Abraham Ibn
Ezra suggested that there was one mountain, ““only it had two tops, which bore these different names™ (see

Ibn Ezra on Devarim / Deuteronomy 5:2, °3°0 X377 .2712). The Midrash speaks of the rebellious heart, and
of death. Those who would stand against the Lord and His people (Bereshit / Genesis 12) will not prosper.

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 5 concludes saying, ““Rabbi Simeon taught At Horeb the children of Isra-
el adorned themselves, and at Horeb also they stripped themselves, as is said, And the children of Israel
stripped themselves of their ornaments from Mount Horeb onward (Shemot / Exodus 33:6).”” In addition to
this, note how the Midrash states they stripped themselves of their ornaments, which is the way to describe
they humbled themselves. Was there a connection between their ornaments and pagan practices? In many
instances today, there are occult symbology in jewelry that people wear unawares. What do you think the
implications of this is for believers who wear pagan symbols unawares?

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 8 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10177 212°7) saying, “Many times did
He deliver them (Tehillim / Psalms 106:43).”” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “How many
times did they provoke the Holy One blessed be He, as is said, And the children of Israel did that which was
evil (Judges 6:1)” The entire midrash states the following:

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 8

8. Many times did He deliver them (Tehillim / Psalms 106:43).
How many times did they provoke the Holy One blessed be
He, as is said, And the children of Israel did that which was
evil (Judges 6:1), yet He prolonged His patience with them

7 9450 17 29D 2%90n waTh
P DMYD RO .0 MAN YD 1
Oy WM TIRD T A7ApTR 1P00Yan
HRIW 12 WY MRIY ,ANTKA 07X

oW 2°n3 77 L,(X 1 2°WOW) 7 O1Ya VI
"N DOVDW QW aw) TRA (TY) PRI DTN
1 LIRTR M A7 970 002 1 R, ()
ROW 7V ,199R 7V ,2°07 WYIW AR IRIAY
ARV PIVD L°IY 12 2P onR o0
,(R2 7 RIP™Y) Nawn 170 PRI R 97 OK)

.07°%¥> M21 oonws M0

and delivered them from the distress of their poverty. For note
what the chapter says further, And Israel was greatly impov-
erished (Judges 6:6). Rabbi Berechiah said, Israel was poor
in righteous deeds. Rabbi Samuel said, Israel became poverty
stricken. To what extent? To such an extent that they had not
enough to make the sacrifice prescribed for the poor, the sac-
rifice referred to in the verse, And if he be poor, and his means
suffice not (Vayikra / Leviticus 14:21). Hence, Many times did
HE deliver them.

The Midrash speaks of the mercy of God in prolonging his patience towards His people. The Mishnah
Pirkei Avot 5:2 speaks of the Lord doing this shortly following His creation.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 5:2

There were ten generations from Adam to Noah, to demonstrate the great extent of [God’s]
patience, for each one of those generations provoked [God] continually until [God] brought
the waters of the flood upon them. There were ten generations from Noah to Abraham, to
demonstrate the extent of [God’s] patience, for each one of those generations provoked
[God] continually, until Abraham came and received the reward of them all.

The rabbis believe that the Lord extended His patience with the people of the earth for 10 generations before
moving to destroy the earth with a flood. The Torah describes the patience of God in the following way.
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Bamidbar / Numbers 20:9-11

20:9 And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as He commanded him. 20:10 And Mo-
ses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said unto them: ‘Hear
now, ye rebels; are we to bring you forth water out of this rock?’ 20:11 And Moses lifted up
his hand, and smote the rock with his rod twice; and water came forth abundantly, and the
congregation drank, and their cattle.

The simple meaning of this text based upon the contextual circumstances, during this period in time, Israel
had escaped from slavery and they were wandering the desert in search for resources to stay alive. This text
is important because it teaches us the principles of patience and trust. At this time Moshe and God’s rela-
tionship was also not fully developed for Moshe to trust the Lord God completely and so it is not surprising
Moshe acted with a lack of faith and then preventing his entry into the Promised Land. Also, the people
in the desert were relying on Moshe and Aaron to keep them safe. In these circumstances, the Lord had to
extend great patience towards His people. The Midrash states that the people were poor in righteous deeds
and therefore the Lord extended patience

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 8 concludes saying, “Rabbi Samuel said, Israel became poverty stricken. To
what extent? To such an extent that they had not enough to make the sacrifice prescribed for the poor, the
sacrifice referred to in the verse, And if he be poor, and his means suffice not (Vayikra / Leviticus 14:21).
Hence, Many times did HE deliver them.” This is similar to Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 1 which states, “O
give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good; for His mercy endures forever,”” and “Who can express the mighty
acts of the Lord? (Tehillim / Psalms 106:1-2).”” We have no idea the extent at which the Lord has extended
His mercy and grace towards us to protect us, and to deliver us when we most needed.

Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 9 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°10%77 712°7) saying, “Nevertheless, He
regarded their affliction, when He heard their cry (Tehillim / Psalms 106:44).”” The homiletic introduction
to the midrash states, ““Rabbi Eleazar taught, Israel is to be saved only on account of five things, on account
of affliction, on account of the cry of prayer, on account of the merit of the fathers, on account of repentance,
and on account of the time of in-gathering.” The Midrash describes these things in the following way:

1. On account of affliction, for it is said, He regarded their affliction;
2. On account of the cry of prayer, for it is said, He heard their cry;

3. On account if the merit of the fathers, for it is said, And He remembered for
them His covenant (Tehillim / Psalms 106:45);

4. On account of repentance, for it is said, He repented according to the multi-
tude of His mercies;

5. On account of the time of in-gathering, for it is said, Save us, O Lord our God,
and gather us from among the nations (Tehillim / Psalms 106:47).

The entire Midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 9

9. Nevertheless, He regarded their affliction, when He heard their
cry (Tehillim / Psalms 106:44). Rabbi Eleazar taught, Israel is to be
saved only on account of five things, on account of affliction, on ac-
count of the cry of prayer, on account of the merit of the fathers, on
account of repentance, and on account of the time of in-gathering.
On account of affliction, for it is said, He regarded their affliction;
on account of the cry of prayer, for it is said, He heard their cry; on
account if the merit of the fathers, for it is said, And He remembered
for them His covenant (Tehillim / Psalms 106:45); on account of
repentance, for it is said, He repented according to the multitude
of His mercies; in account of the time of in-gathering, for it is said,
Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the nations
(Tehillim / Psalms 106:47). Indeed, Moshe brought all five things
together in one passage, In your distress when all these things are
come upon you, in the end of days, you will return to the Lord your
God, and listen unto His voice (Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:30), In
your distress, that is, on account of affliction; when all these things
are come upon you, that is, on account of prayer; you will return,
that is, on account of the power of repentance. For the Lord your
God is a merciful God; He will not fail you, neither destroy you,
nor forget the covenant of your fathers (Devarim / Deuteronomy
4:31), that is, He will not forget the covenant of your fathers, and
that which He swore unto them concerning the time of in-gather-
ing. Hence, it is said, He regarded their affliction, etc. Blessed be
the Lord, the God of Israel, from world to world (Tehillim / Psalms
106:48), that is, from the world when we came to the world we now
dwell in. And let all the people say, Amen. Rabbi Eleazar taught in
the name of Rabbi Jose son of Zimra, Here Amen is an oath, as in the
verse, And the woman will say, Amen, Amenb (Bamidbar / Numbers
5:22). One Amen for this world, and the other Amen for the world
to come.

The rabbis say that Moshe brought all of these five things together into one passage. Devarim /4:30 ‘When
you are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter days you will return to the Lord
your God and listen to His voice. (NASB) Note how these things are coupled together, the affliction due to
sin, the cry for help, repentance, the remembrance of the covenant, and then the Lord’s deliverance to bring
His people out of the diaspora or deliverance from the enemies, etc. Midrash Tehillim 106, Part 9 concludes
saying, “Rabbi Eleazar taught in the name of Rabbi Jose son of Zimra, Here Amen is an oath, as in the
verse, And the woman will say, Amen, Amen (Bamidbar / Numbers 5:22). One Amen for this world, and
the other Amen for the world to come.” This reminds us of Paul’s words to the Corinthians according to 2
Corinthians 1:20 For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is
our Amen to the glory of God through us. (NASB) Paul says “For as many are the promises of God” referring
to His promises, His graciousness, His mercy, and all of these things which are bound to the Messiah. The
word “Amen” is reference to the *““faithful and true witness” (Revelation 3:14) in the sense that the Lord’s
Messiah (Yeshua) was that faithful and true witness. We are also called to be faithful and true witnesses of
God’s testimonies in our lives.
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Heavenly Father,

Great and merciful are You O Lord! Great are the works of Your hands which are mighty and powerful
to seek and to save us from death. Have mercy upon us for we are a sinful people. We seek to serve You all
the days of our lives. Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have faith in Yeshua,
a devotion to Your Word, and to love our neighbor each day. We thank You Lord for Your continued faith-
fulness to Your promises and to us. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths
to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever
and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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