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Let Us Study and Put into Practice the Word of God!

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 105:1-45, the Psalm opens saying, 105:1 Oh give thanks to
the Lord, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples. 105:2 Sing to Him, sing praises
to Him; Speak of all His wonders. 105:3 Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the Lord
be glad. 105:4 Seek the Lord and His strength, Seek His face continually. (NASB) The psalmist calls to give
thanks, and states that the praise of the Lord, of His glory, is found in the memory of what He has done,
105:5 Remember His wonders which He has done, His marvels and the judgments uttered by His mouth,
105:6 O seed of Abraham, His servant, O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones! 105:7 He is the Lord our God,
His judgments are in all the earth. (NASB) From generation to generation, we are instructed to remember
what the Lord has done, the Lord on the other hand, 7105:8 He has remembered His covenant forever, The
word which He commanded to a thousand generations, 105:9 The covenant which He made with Abraham,
And His oath to Isaac. 105:10 Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting cove-
nant, 105:11 Saying, ‘To you I will give the land of Canaan As the portion of your inheritance,” (NASB) The
psalmist continues speaking of the remnant the Lord keeps for Himself. Does the Lord keep for Himself
a remnant today? Those who are His, the anointed one (/05:15), it says the word of the Lord tested him.
Does the word of the Lord test you? The psalmist gives a summary of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph,
and then Moshe who the Lord has chosen (/05:26). The psalmist continues by summarizing the events of
the exodus and the power of God to deliver Israel from Egypt (105:27-37). The psalm concludes saying,
105:38 Egypt was glad when they departed, For the dread of them had fallen upon them. 105:39 He spread
a cloud for a covering, And fire to illumine by night. 105:40 They asked, and He brought quail, And satisfied
them with the bread of heaven. 105:41 He opened the rock and water flowed out, It ran in the dry places like
ariver. 105:42 For He remembered His holy word With Abraham His servant; 105:43 And He brought forth
His people with joy, His chosen ones with a joyful shout. 105:44 He gave them also the lands of the nations,
That they might take possession of the fruit of the peoples’labor, 105:45 So that they might keep His statutes
And observe His laws, Praise the Lord! (NASB) 1t is interesting how the psalmist states that the Lord had
sent His people out with joy and the people shouted joyfully. The reason being, for the most part, during
the entire journey, the people were very discontented and complained constantly. The psalm states that the
Lord gave Israel even the land of the nations, so that she might keep the statutes and commandments.
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Tehillim / Psalms 105

105:1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, call
upon His name; Make known His deeds
among the peoples. 105:2 Sing to Him,
sing praises to Him; Speak of all His
wonders. 105:3 Glory in His holy name;
Let the heart of those who seek the
Lord be glad. 105:4 Seek the Lord and
His strength; Seek His face continually.
105:5 Remember His wonders which He
has done, His marvels and the judgments
uttered by His mouth, 105:6 O seed of
Abraham, His servant, O sons of Jacob,
His chosen ones! 105:7 He is the Lord
our God; His judgments are in all the
earth. 105:8 He has remembered His
covenant forever, The word which He
commanded to a thousand generations,
105:9 The covenant which He made with
Abraham, And His oath to Isaac. 105:10
Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a stat-
ute, To Israel as an everlasting covenant,
105:11 Saying, ‘To you I will give the
land of Canaan As the portion of your
inheritance,” 105:12 When they were
only a few men in number, Very few, and
strangers in it. 105:13 And they wan-
dered about from nation to nation, From
one kingdom to another people. 105:14
He permitted no man to oppress them,
And He reproved kings for their sakes:
105:15 ‘Do not touch My anointed ones,
And do My prophets no harm.” 105:16
And He called for a famine upon the
land; He broke the whole staff of bread.
105:17 He sent a man before them, Jo-
seph, who was sold as a slave. 105:18
They afflicted his feet with fetters, He
himself was laid in irons; 105:19 Until
the time that his word came to pass, The
word of the Lord tested him. 105:20 The
king sent and released him, The ruler
of peoples, and set him free. 105:21 He
made him lord of his house And ruler
over all his possessions, 105:22 To im-
prison his princes at will, That he might
teach his elders wisdom. 105:23 Israel
also came into Egypt; Thus Jacob so-

journed in the land of Ham. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 105

105:1 Sing praise in the presence of the
Lord, call on his name; tell of his deeds
among the Gentiles. 105:2 Sing praise in
his presence, make music in his presence;
speak of all his wonders. 105:3 Sing
praise in his holy name; may the heart
of those who seek instruction from the
presence of the Lord be glad. 105:4 Seek
the teaching of the Lord, and his Torah;
welcome his face continually. 105:5 Call
to mind the wonders that he has done; his
miracles, and the judgments of his mouth.
105:6 O seed of Abraham his servant, O
sons of Jacob, his chosen ones 105:7 He
is the Lord our God; his judgments are
extended over all the earth. 105:8 He
remembered his covenant forever; he
commanded a word for a thousand gen-
erations. 105:9 That which he made with
Abraham, and his covenant with Isaac.
105:10 And he established it for Jacob as
a decree, for Israel as a perpetual cove-
nant. 105:11 Saying, “To you I will give
the land of Canaan as the lot of your
inheritance.” 105:12 When you were a
people few in number, like little ones,
and dwelling in it. 105:13 And they went
from people to people, from one king-
dom to another people. 105:14 He did
not allow anyone to oppress them, and he
rebuked kings on their account. 105:15
Do not come near my anointed ones, and
do no harm to my prophets. 105:16 And
he proclaimed a famine against the land;
he broke every support of food. 105:17
He sent a wise man before them; Joseph
was sold as a slave. 105:18 They afflicted
his feet with chains; a collar of iron went
on his soul. 105:19 Until the time when
his word came true; the word of the Lord
purified him. 105:20 He sent a king and
freed him; a ruler of peoples, and he set
him free. 105:21 He made him master of
his house, and ruler of all his property.
105:22 To bind his princes to, as it were,
his soul; and he grew wiser than his el-
ders. 105:23. And Israel came to Egypt,
and Jacob dwelt in the land of Ham. EMC

Psalmoi / Psalms 105

105:1 Give thanks to the Lord, and call
upon his name; declare his works among
the heathen. 105:2 Sing to him, yea, sing
praises to him: tell forth all his wonder-
ful works. 105:3 Glory in his holy name:
let the heart of them that seek the Lord
rejoice. 105:4 Seek ye the Lord, and be
strengthened; seek his face continually.
105:5 Remember his wonderful works
that he has done; his wonders, and the
judgments of his mouth; 105:6 ye seed
of Abraam, his servants, ye children of
Jacob, his chosen ones. 105:7 He is the
Lord our God; his judgments are in all
the earth. 105:8 He has remembered his
covenant for ever, the word which he
commanded for a thousand generation:
105:9 which he established as a covenant
to Abraam, and he remembered his oath
to Isaac. 105:10 And he established it to
Jacob for an ordinance, and to Israel for
an everlasting covenant; 105:11 saying
To thee will I give the land of Chanaan,
the line of your inheritance: 105:12 when
they were few in number, very few, and
sojourners in it. 105:13 And they went
from nation to nation, and from one
kingdom to another people. 105:14 He
suffered no man to wrong them; and he
rebuked kings for their sakes: 105:15
saying, Touch not my anointed ones; and
do my prophets no harm. 105:16 More-
over he called for a famine upon the land;
he broke the whole support of bread.
105:17 He sent a man before them; Jo-
seph was sold for a slave. 105:18 They
hurt his feet with fetters; his soul passed
into iron, 105:19 until the time that his
cause came on; the word of the Lord
tried him as fire. 105:20 The king sent
and loosed him; even the prince of the
people, and let him go free. 105:21 He
made him Lord over his house, and ruler
of all his substance; 105:22 to chastise
his rulers at his pleasure, and to teach his
elders wisdom. 105:23 Israel also came
into Egypt, and Jacob sojourned in the
land of Cham. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 105

105:24 And He caused His people to
be very fruitful, And made them stron-
ger than their adversaries. 105:25 He
turned their heart to hate His people, To
deal craftily with His servants. 105:26
He sent Moses His servant, And Aaron,
whom He had chosen. 105:27 They per-
formed His wondrous acts among them,
And miracles in the land of Ham. 105:28
He sent darkness and made it dark; And
they did not rebel against His words.
105:29 He turned their waters into blood
And caused their fish to die. 105:30
Their land swarmed with frogs Even in
the chambers of their kings. 105:31 He
spoke, and there came a swarm of flies
And gnats in all their territory. 105:32
He gave them hail for rain, And flam-
ing fire in their land. 105:33 He struck
down their vines also and their fig trees,
And shattered the trees of their territo-
ry. 105:34 He spoke, and locusts came,
And young locusts, even without num-
ber, 105:35 And ate up all vegetation in
their land, And ate up the fruit of their
ground. 105:36 He also struck down
all the firstborn in their land, The first
fruits of all their vigor. 105:37 Then He
brought them out with silver and gold,
And among His tribes there was not one
who stumbled. 105:38 Egypt was glad
when they departed, For the dread of
them had fallen upon them. 105:39 He
spread a cloud for a covering, And fire
to illumine by night. 105:40 They asked,
and He brought quail, And satisfied them
with the bread of heaven. 105:41 He
opened the rock and water flowed out; It
ran in the dry places like a river. 105:42
For He remembered His holy word With
Abraham His servant; 105:43 And He
brought forth His people with joy, His
chosen ones with a joyful shout. 105:44
He gave them also the lands of the na-
tions, That they might take possession of
the fruit of the peoples’ labor, 105:45 So
that they might keep His statutes And ob-
serve His laws, Praise the Lord! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 105

105:24 And he made his people very nu-
merous, and made it stronger than its op-
pressors. 105:25 Their heart was changed
to hate his people, to plot evil things
against his servants. 105:26 He sent
Moses his servant, Aaron, with whom
he was pleased. 105:27 They set among
them the decrees of his signs, and won-
ders in the land of Ham. 105:28 He sent
darkness and darkened them, and they
did not rebel against his word. 105:29 He
turned their water into blood, and killed
all their fish. 105:30 Their land crawled
with frogs in the chambers of their kings.
105:31 He spoke, and brought swarms,
vermin in all their territory. 105:32 He
gave their rain as hail, blazing fire in their
land. 105:33 And he smote their vines and
their figs, and smashed the trees of their
territory. 105:34 He spoke, and brought
locusts, and grasshoppers without num-
ber. 105:35 And they obliterated all the
grass in their land, and consumed the
fruits of their land. 105:36 And he smote
every firstborn in Egypt, the beginning of
all their strength. 105:37 And he brought
them out with silver and with gold, and
they did not quarrel with the Egyptians
about the weight. 105:38 The Egyptians
rejoiced when they left, for fear of them
had fallen upon them. 105:39 He spread
out the clouds like a curtain, and fire to
give light at night. 105:40 They asked for
flesh and he brought quail; and he will
satisfy them with the bread of heaven.
105:41 He opened the rock and water
flowed; it went into the dry places like
a river. 105:42 For he remembered his
holy utterance with Abraham his servant.
105:43 And he brought out his people in
joy, his chosen ones with praise. 105:44
And he gave to them the lands of the
Gentiles; and they will inherit the labor
of the peoples. 105:45 In order that they
might keep his ordinances, and observe
his Torah. Hallelujah! (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 105

105:24 And he increased his people
greatly, and made them stronger than
their enemies. 105:25 And he turned
their heart to hate his people, to deal
craftily with his servants. 105:26 He
sent fort Moses his servant, and Aaron
whom he had chosen. 105:27 He estab-
lished among them his signs, and his
wonders in the land of Cham. 105:28 He
sent forth darkness, and made it dark; yet
they rebelled against his words. 105:29
He turned their waters into blood, and
slew their fish. 105:30 Their land pro-
duced frogs abundantly, in the chambers
of their kings. 105:31 He spoke, and the
dog-fly came, and lice in all their coasts.
105:32 He turned their rain into hail, and
sent flaming fire in their land. 105:33
And he smote their vines and their fig
trees; and broke every tree of their coast.
105:34 He spoke, and the locust came,
and caterpillars innumerable, 105:35 and
devoured all the grass in their land, and
devoured the fruit of the ground. 105:36
He smote also every first-born of their
land, the first-fruits of all their labour.
105:37 And he brought them out with
silver and gold; and there was not a fee-
ble one among their tribes. 105:38 Egypt
rejoiced at their departing; for the fear of
them fell upon them. 105:39 He spread
out a cloud for a covering to them, and
fire to give them light by night. 105:40
They asked, and the quail came, and he
satisfied them with the bread of heaven.
105:41 He clave the rock, and the waters
flowed, rivers ran in dry places. 105:42
For he remembered his holy word, which
he promised to Abraam his servant.
105:43 And he brought out his people
with exultation, and his chosen with joy;
105:44 and gave them the lands of the
heathen; and they inherited the labours
of the people; 105:45 that they might
keep his ordinances, and diligently seek
his law. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 105:1-45, the Psalm opens saying, 2 D27y D°ny2
W2 119 MM WNT T WRan | 27 mal Wp oW 10700 A niRDDI-522 Y 19-3n1 19 1w
2R V1D 105:1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peo-
ples. 105:2 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders. 105:3 Glory in His holy name; Let
the heart of those who seek the Lord be glad. 105:4 Seek the Lord and His strength, Seek His face continual-
ly. (NASB) The psalmist speaks of the great joy of knowing the Lord God in heaven and His wonderful work
in the lives of His people. The psalmist also calls for God’s people to seek the face of the Lord continually.
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How does one seek the face of God? To “see the face of God” (2*17% °39 XX, in Hebrew, the face (°19)
of God designates the personal presence of the Lord as indicated in the following verses.

Bereshit / Genesis 33:10
33:10 Jacob said, ‘No, please, if now I have found favor in your sight, then take my present
from my hand, for I see your face as one sees the face of God, and you have received me

favorably. (NASB, 12-2¥ 2 72 D00 DR PPV 10 NREH RI-OX RJ-78 2PY? IR
223¥7M 277K "1 DRI T30 R

2 Samuel 17:11
17:11 ‘But I counsel that all Israel be surely gathered to you, from Dan even to Beersheba,

as the sand that is by the sea in abundance, and that you personally go into battle. (NASB, X>
D°3771 T390 277 DI3-29-9K 212 Y2 - 170 2XYW-7D Ty 0N 0N nEY: 3
272)

In each of these examples, the Scriptures use the word ‘‘face” (°12) to indicate the presence of someone (2
Samuel 17:11). When we think on this topic of seeking the face of God, how do we see the face of God if we
are not able to see the Lord God in heaven and live? An interesting point is that when we look at a person’s
face, we are seeing a lot more than just a face. By examining a person’s face it is possible to tell if the person
is angry, happy, sad, tired, worried, hurt, excited, in love, sick, and the list continues. The face of a person
reveals a lot about that person. The face of a person is like an open window that allows us to see inside of
that person; their thoughts, their pain, their joy, their heart. Keeping these things in mind, using this kind
of analogy, to seek His (God’s) face is to enter into His presence, to enter into God’s heart. When the Lord
asks us to seek His face, He is making a call for us to enter into His thoughts and see what He is thinking,
to see what He is doing, how he feels about something, to see the love that He has for us, and to look at the
pain that our sin causes Him. So how do we do this? To seek the face of God is a Hebraic way of having
access to the Lord God in heaven where we stand literally in His presence. This may be achieved through
prayer, and in the study of God’s Word! The Aramaic Targum provides us with additional insights by stating

the following, 12791 1A 1IAT TP NP AW 2 172 ROMAYA NWTIT THWA PP T TR WA X
TR T RIDIR WAN T AN QTR 1A 19N 2YANT 1A T WP Q1WA A 3 o Haa

:RITN MOR PR 105:1 Sing praise in the presence of the Lord, call on his name; tell of his deeds among
the Gentiles. 105:2 Sing praise in his presence, make music in his presence, speak of all his wonders. 105:3

Sing praise in his holy name; may the heart of those who seek instruction from the presence of the Lord be
glad. 105:4 Seek the teaching of the Lord, and his Torah; welcome his face continually. (EMC) The rabbis

translate Tehillim / Psalms 105:4 7°70 1°19 to say that seeking the face of God is synonymous to seeking the

teaching of the Lord (71777°7 XID?IX 1W2aN), to seek His Torah, and by doing so this welcomes His presence
into our lives. This is consistent with the Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:2.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:2

Rabbi Chanina, the Deputy High Priest, says: Pray for the welfare of the government, for
were it not for the fear of it, man would swallow his fellow alive. Rabbi Chananya ben
Teradyon says: Two who are sitting together and there are no words of Torah [spoken] be-
tween them, this is a session of scorners, as it is said (Psalms 1:1): “[Happy is the man who
has] not . . . sat in the session of the scorners.” But two who are sitting together and there
are words of Torah [spoken] between them, the Divine Presence resis with them, as it is said
(Malachi 3:16): “Then those who feared the Lord spoke one with another, and the Lord hear-
kened and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before Him, for those who feared
the Lord and for those who thought upon His Name.” I have no [Scriptural support for this]
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except [in a case of] two. From where [is there proof that] that even [when there is only] one
[person studying Torah], the Holy One, blessed be He, determines a reward for him? As it
is said (Lamentations 3:28): “He sits alone and is silent, since he takes [a reward] for it.”

The significance of our studying God’s Word is found in the invitation of the Lord into our lives, as both
the rabbis and the psalmist are teaching, this causes the presence of God to dwell in our midst because not
only are we studying God’s Word, we are also seeking to put His Word into practice, to have His word in
our hearts and in our lives. The psalmist calls out for us to give thanks, by bringing to memory what the
Lord has done. He states that the praise of the Lord, of His glory, is found in the memory of what He has

done according to Tehillim / Psalms 105:5-7, 33728 ¥ 1 :19-209Wn1 1PROR APy WK 1PRIRDDI NI 1
PVRYR YIRT-222 00K 71T RIT T 102 2PY 212 72V 105:5 Remember His wonders which He has

done, His marvels and the judgments uttered by His mouth, 105:6 O seed of Abraham, His servant, O sons
of Jacob, His chosen ones! 105:7 He is the Lord our God; His judgments are in all the earth. (NASB) The
Torah continually speaks to us about remembering what the Lord has done for us.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 5:15
5:15 ‘You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God
brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outsiretched arm, therefore the Lord

your God commanded you to observe the sabbath day. (NASB, YIR2 D0 72V °2 D=1 W0

:N2WT)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:2
8:2 ‘You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness
these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart,

whether you would keep His commandments or not. (NASB, W% 7773-22-N§ n797) 2
YN 12373 WR-NK NYT? 70637 AN WH? 12702 Y DVIIW AL IR A 72774
:XD-08 [1nixn] nivn)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 9:7
9:7 ‘Remember, do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilder-
ness; from the day that you left the land of Egypt until you arrived at this place, you have

been rebellious against the Lord. (NASB, 028 1im-nNX AOXPI-WR DX M2WA-78 957 1
DRY-IWR OPT-17 1378)

[AIM-0Y a0y 0000 T DIPRI-TY DIX2-TY 0710 YIRD

Note how the remembering is connected to obedience to the command. The giving of the Holy Spirit of God
is meant for the remembering, and empowering to overcome sin, just as Yeshua said, “But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remem-
brance all that I have said to you.” (John 14:26) “And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do
not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you
who speak, but the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 13:11) Remembering all the Lord God of Israel has done for us is
foundational for living our lives according to the Scriptures. For instance, we will have no power to forgive
if we forget what the Lord God has done for us. Remembering what the Lord has done in the past is vital for
living by faith in the future. And the Bible is filled with summaries that recount God’s powerful activity in
the past to spur us on to faith with a hopeful expectation of the Lord working in our lives in the future. This
gives us a reason to live and for hope! It is for this reason we are told, from generation to generation, we are
instructed to remember what the Lord has done. This is so from one generation to the next, we do not forget

the love of our God! The Scriptures state the Lord God of Israel does not forget saying, in>72 0219 721 1
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K> 107W M3 2K PP 2P TR PO INPIY DIAR-IR N2 MW 0 T A28 M 3T
:02N202 227 1D YIR-NR IR 77 VRY 105:8 He has remembered His covenant forever, The word which
He commanded to a thousand generations, 105:9 The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath
to Isaac. 105:10 Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 105:11
Saying, ‘To you I will give the land of Canaan As the portion of your inheritance,” (NASB) The Aramaic

Targum states, TI™P1 ° PAXD 0P AR QY WA 0T U IPIT 09RY TRD DN T0TR 09YY 1937 1

DNIOAR 2TV IVIDT RYIX N° IR T2 M7 R 09V 0P HRIWOD RITA? 2pyH 105:8 He remembered
his covenant forever; he commanded a word for a thousand generations. 105:9 That which he made with
Abraham, and his covenant with Isaac. 105:10 And he established it for Jacob as a decree, for Israel as a
perpetual covenant. 105:11 Saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan as the lot of your inheritance.”
(EMC) What this teaches us is that the Lord keeps His everlasting covenant and He remembers what He
had done in the past, which effects the future. Note that the Torah teaches us having direct contact with
God does not necessarily have a lasting impact on people. For example, consider how the people run out,
shortly after Sinai, to worship the Golden Calf. Their commitment to the Lord and to His word was more
of a fleeting momentary thing, in the emotion of the moment they accepted God’s Mitzvot, but through the
course of a few short days, a month, or more, they turned to do as they wanted and created and served a
false god. Why do you think the people did this, especially after having seen the great signs and wonders
of God to deliver them from Egypt? In the rabbinic literature, the rabbis compare Moshe and Ezra, saying
Ezra was worthy of giving the Torah to Israel had Moses not preceded him (7almud Bavli Sanhedrin 21b).
The comparison comes by reason of the people who returned from captivity in Babylon, and the parallel of
the people coming from captivity in Egypt. Both sets of peoples did not have God’s word, and so both pre-
sented themselves, one in Jerusalem under Ezra, and one before Sinai under Moshe. Both groups accepted
the Torah as a way of life. The assembly of people in Jerusalem however seemed to make a whole-hearted
covenant with God as compared to the people’s acceptance of the Torah at Sinai. One major difference be-
tween the assembly in Jerusalem as compared to the one at Sinai is that, as Ezra read the Torah, there were
men of learning, who knew Hebrew and Aramaic and who explained the Scriptures “so that the people
understand it” (Nehemiah 8:7-13). An important thing to note is that having heard the word of God, the
people rush out afterwards to perform one of the commands they had just heard. The difference is that those
who were in Jerusalem appear to be taking on the Torah for themselves, making it their own, and integrating
God’s word into their lives. This was not what took place in the lives of the people at Sinai. Remember,
in the Torah there was the threat of death to those who would reject the Torah, and life to those who would
accept it. Note that no covenant under Jewish law itself is valid if accepted under a threat. Therefore, it was
by free-will the covenant was made with the people where in Ezra’s case the people “asked” to have the
law read to them, and the leaders helped the people to understand God’s word, and went out to perform the
command, meaning they sought to live God’s word, to put it into practice. Are we being taught this today?
Is this being emphasized in churches today?

The message of the Torah is for all mankind and the Lord desires that we seek Him in His words, to draw
near, and to walk in His footsteps by living our lives for Him according to His word. The rabbis say that be-
fore the Lord gave the Torah to Israel, He had offered it to the other nations, but they refused it. In addition,
there is a particular significance to the place the Torah was given to Israel, the Lord revealed it in the “extra-
territorial desert,” whereby contained in this act of giving Torah, He had simultaneously given His word in
all the 70 languages, so that men of all nations would have a right to it. The rabbis teach a universalism of
the Torah for all peoples, which is coupled to the teaching of the inseparability of Israel and the Torah. One
rabbi held that the concept of Israel existed in God’s mind even before He created the Torah. Yet, were it not
for her accepting the Torah, Israel would not be “chosen, ” nor would she be different from all the idolatrous
nations. Saadiah Gaon (a rationalist) expounded on these rabbinic teachings in a rationalist way stating that
the ethical and religious-intellectual beliefs imparted by the Torah are all attainable by human reason. He
held that the Torah is divisible into two parts, (i) commandments which, in addition to being revealed, are
demanded by reason (e.g., prohibitions of murder, fornication, theft, lying), and (ii) commandments whose
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authority is revelation alone (e.g., Sabbath and dietary laws), but which generally are understandable in
terms of some personal or social benefit attained by their performance. The rationalist opinion, which is
also a modern approach in many ways to God’s word, is that the Shabbat and the Kashrut have no spiritual
benefits to their performance. In the period between Saadiah and Maimonides, most Jewish writers who
speculated on the nature of the Torah continued in this rationalist tradition. We can see today, in the church,
this rationalist approach is also employed on certain Scriptures, those that are believed to not apply as op-
posed to those that are believed to apply to life. 1 conclude this is the result of one living a theology, as
opposed to living what is taught in the Scriptures. Do you know the difference between teaching a theology
as opposed to teaching Scripture?

The palmist continues saying, 729757 *13-28 i3 127307 3 172 0°73) VYA 19PN N oniga 2
109297 0702y N1 opWYY IR MIn-XD T IR QY-98 105:12 When they were only a few men in number,
Very few, and strangers in it. 105:13 And they wandered about from nation to nation, From one kingdom
to another people. 105:14 He permitted no man to oppress them, And He reproved kings for their sakes.
(NASB) The psalmist speaks of the remnant the Lord keeps for Himself. Does the Lord keep for Himself a
remnant today? What does it mean to be a remnant of God’s people today? “Remnant” means that which
remains of an original body or substance. As the word remnant is used in reference to God’s people, it re-
fers to those who are faithful to His original truth despite apostasy and opposition. Isaiah states in Isaiah
1:9. “Except the Lord of hosts had left us a very small remnant, we should have been like as Sodom, and
we should have been like unto Gomorrah.” Therefore, among the people professing religious faith, the
remnant is a reference to a relatively small minority. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 9:27. “Though
the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved.” The Lord God
of Israel assigns a high value to those of His people whom He had set aside for holy purposes. Those He
labels as “remnants,”” are those whom the Lord has placed in their hearts to sanctify their lives for the glory
of God. The process of sanctification, is related to how we guard our lives, what we do, how we live, and
this comes by reason of the Mitzvot in the Torah. It is important also to realize that the remnant of people
mentioned in the Scriptures do not need to be specifically called out as a remnant to know one is the last
of the few faithful people who are remaining. Two examples in the Torah where the word remnant is not
described, are Noah and his family being the remnant saved out of the millions on the earth before the flood
(see Bereshit / Genesis 6) and Lot and his two daughters surviving the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
Both of these examples show they were a very small remnant, indeed (see Bereshit / Genesis 19). The Lord
God told Elijah when he despaired that he was the only one left in Israel who had not bowed down to Baal,
God assured him that He had reserved a remnant of 7,000 “whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and
all whose mouths have not kissed him” (see 1 Kings 19). Do you consider yourself a remnant today? If so,
what are the criteria that you use for such a belief and claim?

The psalmist speaks of the Lord protecting His anointed ones saying,v *RX°237) *7°Wn2 Win-58 0
AVIR-9R 105:15 ‘Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets no harm.’ (NASB) Note that this
verse has nothing to do with questioning the teachings of leaders. In this context, rather, the words “do not
touch” (W3R-9X) and “do no harm” (WP-2R) is a reference to inflicting physical harm upon someone and

specifically upon the one the Lord has chosen, or his special people. The words 193A-7% occurs two other
places in the Scriptures:

Bamidbar / Numbers 16:26
16:26 and he spoke to the congregation, saying, ‘Depart now from the tents of these wicked

men, and touch nothing that belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all their sin.’
(NASB)

D77 MWR™723 WINTIR) APRT DOYYT DOWIRT 2208 2Y) K] 170 TR AIYIIR 121
Halphel sl R bblolo >
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1 Chronicles 16:22
16:22 ‘Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets no harm.’ (NASB)

D 1INTOR PRI TN WANTOR
In the narrative on Parashat Korach, we are told that these rebellious men, all of their belongings have lead
them to sin in Moshe’s instruction to not touch anything that belongs to them for the danger of being swept
away in all their sin. The phrase “fouch not the Lords anointed” may specifically be a reference to David’s
hesitance to not kill King Saul when the opportunity arose. In the historical account of David’s life, he had
many opportunities to kill King Saul but he chose not to. Choosing to allow the Lord to work in Saul’s life,
and not take matters into his own hands was a matter of righteousness. Although Saul was referred to as
“God’s anointed,” Saul was still held accountable for his actions and his words.
The psalm continues saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 105:16-37

105:16 And He called for a famine upon the land; He broke the whole staff of bread. 105:17
He sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 105:18 They afflicted his feet
with fetters, He himself was laid in irons; 105:19 Until the time that his word came to pass,
The word of the Lord tested him. 105:20 The king sent and released him, The ruler of peoples,
and set him free. 105:21 He made him lord of his house And ruler over all his possessions,
105:22 To imprison his princes at will, That he might teach his elders wisdom. 105:23 Israel
also came into Egypt; Thus Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 105:24 And He caused His
people to be very fruitful, And made them stronger than their adversaries. 105:25 He turned
their heart to hate His people, To deal craftily with His servants. 105:26 He sent Moses His
servant, And Aaron, whom He had chosen. 105:27 They performed His wondrous acts among
them, And miracles in the land of Ham. 105:28 He sent darkness and made it dark; And they
did not rebel against His words. 105:29 He turned their waters into blood And caused their
fish to die. 105:30 Their land swarmed with frogs Even in the chambers of their kings. 105:31
He spoke, and there came a swarm of flies And gnats in all their territory. 105:32 He gave
them hail for rain, And flaming fire in their land. 105:33 He struck down their vines also and
their fig trees, And shattered the trees of their territory. 105:34 He spoke, and locusts came,
And young locusts, even without number, 105:35 And ate up all vegetation in their land, And
ate up the fruit of their ground. 105:36 He also struck down all the firstborn in their land,
The first fruits of all their vigor. 105:37 Then He brought them out with silver and gold, And
among His tribes there was not one who stumbled. (NASB)
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Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 105:16-37

105:16 And he proclaimed a famine against the land; he broke every support of food. 105:17
He sent a wise man before them; Joseph was sold as a slave. 105:18 They afflicted his feet
with chains, a collar of iron went on his soul. 105:19 Until the time when his word came true;
the word of the Lord purified him. 105:20 He sent a king and freed him; a ruler of peoples,

and he set him free. 105:21 He made him master of his house, and ruler of all his property.

105:22 To bind his princes to, as it were, his soul; and he grew wiser than his elders. 105:23.

And Israel came to Egypt, and Jacob dwelt in the land of Ham. 105:24 And he made his
people very numerous, and made it stronger than its oppressors. 105:25 Their heart was
changed to hate his people, to plot evil things against his servants. 105:26 He sent Moses
his servant, Aaron, with whom he was pleased. 105:27 They set among them the decrees of
his signs, and wonders in the land of Ham. 105:28 He sent darkness and darkened them,

and they did not rebel against his word. 105:29 He turned their water into blood, and killed
all their fish. 105:30 Their land crawled with frogs in the chambers of their kings. 105:31

He spoke, and brought swarms, vermin in all their territory. 105:32 He gave their rain as
hail, blazing fire in their land. 105:33 And he smote their vines and their figs, and smashed
the trees of their territory. 105:34 He spoke, and brought locusis, and grasshoppers without
number. 105:35 And they obliterated all the grass in their land, and consumed the fruits of
their land. 105:36 And he smote every firstborn in Egypt, the beginning of all their strength.

105:37 And he brought them out with silver and with gold, and they did not quarrel with the
Egyptians about the weight. (EMC)
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The psalmist uses the example of Joseph, saying, NY-7V  ©° :1W03 7832 212 [1237] W31 22023y
AANDIX 71T NN 1727-X2 105: 18 They afflicted his feet with fetters, He himself was laid in irons; 105:19
Until the time that his word came to pass, The word of the Lord tested him. (NASB) It is interesting how
the rabbis interpret these Scriptures in the Targum translation saying, 27797 W 173> RNV R 17

PN 7710 MITPT RO TONAND RNRT IOV TV VY WD DOV 105:18 They afflicted his feet with chains; a
collar of iron went on his soul. 105:19 Until the time when his word came true, the word of the Lord purified
him. (EMC) Note how Joseph had a collar of iron on his soul. Radak interprets this in the following way:
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Radak on Genesis 49:23:2
YA, they embittered his life throwing him into jail for at least two years, as we know

from Psalms 105:18 W91 IR2 9172 1737 9202 MY “his feet were subjected to fetters, an
iron collar was put on his neck.”

This placing of the collar on his neck, the MT states /93 %2 2172 “iron goes into / comes / enters his
nefesh (soul).” This is a reference to his fleshly will, he was placed in irons so that he could not do as he
willed. The purpose was for the word of the Lord to purify him (Targum) the word of the Lord tested him
(MT). Does the word of the Lord test you today? Remembered something, both Yeshua (John 15:3) and
Paul (Ephesians 5:26) spoke of the purifying word. Again, this emphasizes the rabbinic dictate on the sig-
nificance of studying Torah (Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:2).

The psalmist continues with a summary of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, and then Moshe who the
Lord has chosen (/05:26). The psalmist continues by summarizing the events of the exodus and the power
of God to deliver Israel from Egypt (105:27-37). In Tehillim / Psalms 105:37, the psalmist states that the
people went out with silver and gold and there were none who stumbled. What is the type of stumbling
that might occur due to gold and silver? In Matthew 17:27 Yeshua said the following, “However, so that
we do not offend them, go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and when
you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for you and Me.” (NASB) Yeshua
and the disciples were asked about the tax and whether they paid or not. He said that in order not to offend
them, Yeshua performed a miracle and provided the tax money pulling a coin out of the mouth of a fish. The
offense comes by way of stumbling due to money. Greed can lead many astray, however, based upon the
psalm, the people carried away a great amount of wealth, of gold and silver. The Egyptians were essentially
paying the people to go away and so they would find favor in the eyes of God. The people having taken the
money did not stumble. The Aramaic Targum states, /05:37 And he brought them out with silver and with
gold, and they did not quarrel with the Egyptians about the weight. (EMC) which seems to following this
interpretation, the people did not stumble asking for more money and allowing greed to overtake them.

The psalm concludes saying, WX 7077 10V W9 072 :07°%y 0709 793-°2 ONRY2 O11¥n My 1
N21-°2 21 73 NPRD YT M MM MY A0S R oyl oy ank) B X1 9RY 2 ek R,
DY 20y1 0% NIXIR 079 101 TR PTRI-NR 7302 1 ey XYM an 172y 07128-N8 WP 127-N8

S99 18 10N YRO MY | A2 T W 105:38 Egypt was glad when they departed, For the
dread of them had fallen upon them. 105:39 He spread a cloud for a covering, And fire to illumine by night.
105:40 They asked, and He brought quail, And satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 105:41 He opened
the rock and water flowed out; It ran in the dry places like a river. 105:42 For He remembered His holy word
With Abraham His servant; 105:43 And He brought forth His people with joy, His chosen ones with a joyful
shout. 105:44 He gave them also the lands of the nations, That they might take possession of the fruit of the
peoples’labor, 105:45 So that they might keep His statutes And observe His laws, Praise the Lord! (NASB)
The Aramaic Targum states the following:

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 105:38-45

105:38 The Egyptians rejoiced when they left, for fear of them had fallen upon them. 105:39
He spread out the clouds like a curtain, and fire to give light at night. 105:40 They asked
for flesh and he brought quail; and he will satisfy them with the bread of heaven. 105:41
He opened the rock and water flowed; it went into the dry places like a river. 105:42 For he
remembered his holy utterance with Abraham his servant. 105:43 And he brought out his
people in joy, his chosen ones with praise. 105:44 And he gave to them the lands of the Gen-
tiles; and they will inherit the labor of the peoples. 105:45 In order that they might keep his
ordinances, and observe his Torah. Hallelujah! (EMC)
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It is interesting how the psalmist states that the Lord had sent His people out with joy and the people shouted
joyfully. This is a significant statement because, for the most part, during the entire journey, the people were
very discontented and complained constantly. The psalm states that the Lord gave Israel even the land of
the nations, so that she might keep the statutes and commandments. In Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:1, Moshe
stated the following:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:1
4:1 “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to per-

form, so that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the
God of your fathers, is giving you. (NASB, D0OWNI-2X) D°pna-28 ynw %8107 7oy X
DN TR T WK PINT-NS DY DORD 1IN W DY NN T2 223 WK

b my

The psalm interprets these words in Devarim / Deuteronomy 4: 1 in the sense that the people are to remember
the extraordinary power of God to deliver them in both mercy and judgment towards the nation that come
against the children of Abraham. Moshe calls upon the entire assembly to keep in memory what the Lord
has done, and to take heed of the Mitzvot (commands) so that they may enter into the Land of Promise.
Notice how the people of God, their conduct is very important in regards to receiving the promises of God.
The Torah is designed such that by the mercy of God, we are given time to perform Teshuvah (repent) and
turn back to the way of the Lord, to be obedient to the laws of God, in the land they are promised and even
in the land they are living in the diaspora, and only then will His people live peacefully and happy. Do you
see the significance today in these things and how the Lord works in our lives? If you are seeking healing,
or some powerful move of God in your life, and you are not seeing anything happen, could this be because
these things are lacking in your life as a child of God?

The divine statutes and judgments were created as a guide to live by, and our happiness is dependent
upon these things. In the Apostolic Writings, we are told in the Messiah Yeshua, and by the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, we are empowered in God’s peace, and in His Joy (happiness by) that is coupled to overcoming
sin. The Torah is related to the worship and service of the Lord God of Israel, all of which are obligatory
and the duty of all men to obey! Even the nations will receive recompense on the individual level and at the
national scale for their disobedience their servitude to unrighteousness and injustice. These concepts are
consistent with those of the prophets, (i,.e, Hosea and Jeremiah) that true faith rests upon the knowledge of
God, where the people sinned because of their not understanding the heart of what the Lord God wants for
life, and thus perishing for a lack of knowledge. (Hosea 4:6) Our existence depends upon whether we are
striving for God’s ways and walking in Teshuvah (Repentance) as opposed to sinning and neglecting what
the Lord wants for us. The preservation of our identity as the people of God is dependent upon whether we
place at the center of our lives the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua. The fact of the matter is
Israel preserved her identity among the nations and survived the influences of this world by her obedience
to the Torah. The same may be said of us in todays modern falling away from the truth of the Scriptures!
Let us study and put into practice the Word of God!
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Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 105 has 13 parts. Reading through the Mid-
rash we will be looking at Part 1, 2, 3, and 13. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 104, Parts
1,2, 3, and 13.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 105, Part 1, 2, 3, and 13

Part 1

* The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1n1:7 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “O give thanks
unto the Lord, call upon His name, Sing unto Him, sing praises unto Him, Seek His face continually
(Tehillim / Psalms 105:2-4).”

* The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Jose son of Halafta
said to his son, Rabbi Ishmael, If you would see the face of the Presence in this world, then occupy
yourself with Torah in the Land of Israel...”

* The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis open the mid-
rash with a discussion on seeking the face of God.

* The SWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2@ (mashal), the rabbis say the
way to seek the face of God is to study His Words!

» The Concluding phrase says, “Rabbi Yudan said, Not Isaac but In Isaac, that is, a portion of the seed
of Isaac, not all of it.”

Part 2

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°mnn7 112°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “He is the Lord
our God (Tehillim / Psalms 105:7).”

* The XNM°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “He (hu) is used as an in-
tensive, sometimes to emphasize the degree of goodness, and sometimes to emphasize the degree of
wickedness.”

 The YWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis open with a
discussion on the Hebrew word Hu have the reference to both the wicked and the righteous.

« The ?wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal saying the Hebrew word Hu is used primarily to refer to the righteous.

» The Concluding phrase says, “Rabbi Berekhiah said in the name of the Rabbis, The Holy One bless-
ed be He, has Himself numbered among the just, for it is said, He (hu) is the Lord our God; His
Jjudgments are in all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 105:7). ”

Part 3

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1nn77 T12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “He has re-
membered His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to the most excellent (‘elef) of the
generation (1ehillim / Psalms 105:8)...”

» The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “... command His word, Rabbi
Hiyya son of Abba taught to him who was the most excellent of his generation, who was the most
exalted of his generation.”

 The 2Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak of the
exalting of the nation of Israel.

* The Wil (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 7w (mashal), saying the exalt-
ing is accomplished through the study and taking on of the Torah!

* The Concluding phrase says, Hence, it is said, The word which He commanded to the thousandth
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generation, the Word being the Torah, of which it is said, And God spoke all these words (Shemot /
Exodus 20:1).”

Part 13

« The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1iN77 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “dnd He gave
them the lands of nations (Tehillim / Psalms 105:44).”

* The XNM°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Hanina, quoting And
He gave them the lands of the nations, asked Rabbi Hiyya son of Abba, Why did God do so?”

« The 9Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis opens speaking
of obeying God’s word and shouting in joy.

« The ?wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal) speaking of those
who labor do not labor in vain.

* The Concluding phrase says, “Nevertheless, He makes gifis to us. Ought we not then give voice to
our gratitude because He gave us the lands of the nations? Ought we not to sing a song of praise to
Gim saying Hallelujah?”

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°1inn77 12°7) saying, “O give thanks
unto the Lord, call upon His name, Sing unto Him, sing praises unto Him, Seek His face continually (Te-
hillim / Psalms 105:2-4).” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Jose son of Halafta
said to his son, Rabbi Ishmael, If you would see the face of the Presence in this world, then occupy yourself
with Torah in the Land of Israel...” In the rabbinic literature, as we see here in the Midrash, there is a lot of
emphasis that is placed upon the importance of studying the Torah. When the rabbis speak of Torah study,
the Chazal also connect the Torah to gemilut hassadim (acts of loving kindness). So the question that is
presented to us, is that “We are all very busy and very pressed for time. If we only have a few hours a week
of free time, should we devote it to Torah study or to gemilut hassadim?” A similar and related question is
that it is as important to teach Torah to children and young adults as it is to Adults, and so “what is the sig-
nificance of studying Torah, but to also take children and young adults out into the field in order to practice
gemilut hassadim too right?” The entire Midrash states the following:

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 1

1. O give thanks unto the Lord, call upon His name, Sing unto
Him, sing praises unto Him, Seek His face continually (Tehillim
/ Psalms 105:2-4). Rabbi Jose son of Halafta said to his son,
Rabbi Ishmael, If you would see the face of the Presence in this
world, then occupy yourself with Torah in the Land of Israel, for
it is said, Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continu-
ally (Tehillim / Psalms 105:4). Remember His marvelous works
that He has done, His wonders, and the judgment of His mouth,
O you seed of Abraham His servant (Tehillim / Psalms 105:5-6).
Rabbi Azariah taught, It is written In Isaac will seed be called to
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you (Bereshit / Genesis 21:12), that is, any man who acknowl-
edges that there exist two worlds, behold he is like Isaac. Rabbi
Yudan said, Not Isaac but In Isaac, that is, a portion of the seed

of Isaac, not all of it.

What is the ultimate purpose for studying the Torah? The midrash states “Rabbi Jose son of Halafta
said to his son, Rabbi Ishmael, If you would see the face of the Presence in this world, then occupy yourself
with Torah in the Land of Israel, for it is said, Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually (Te-
hillim / Psalms 105:4).” The purpose is to seek the Lord, His strength in our lives and His face (presence)
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continually. The idea of the Torah and gemilut hassadim draw to mind a fundamental principle in rabbinic

exegesis known as the “Kal Vachomer” ("M 9P). The “Kal Vachomer” (WA 2P) is a fortiori infer-
ence, and a fundamental principle of rabbinic thought. The Kal Vachomer is a rule of logical argumentation
by means of which two cases are compared, one lenient and the other more stringent. The Kal Vachomer
principle asserts that if the law is stringent in a case where we are usually lenient, then it will certainly be
stringent in a more serious case. The question then is “What is the more serious case here with respect to
judgment of sin in our lives?”” In Jewish life and the Torah, we are frequently confronted by competing
values as it is related to this principle of thought, for example, the competing values such as the following:
“saving a life vs. observing Shabbat, honoring a parent vs. transgressing a commandment, easing pain vs.
shortening a person’s life, mourning for a relative vs. rejoicing on a Jewish festival.” In these situations,
we are often confronted by the case of conflicting values. In rabbinic literature, the term gemilut hassadim,
acts of loving kindness, are generally coupled to the mitzvot such as visiting the sick, burying the dead,
comforting the mourner, helping a bride and groom rejoice, and clothing the naked. The medieval rabbis
understood this mitzvah in this way and that these mitzvot may also be more generalized which represent
the believers attitude of seeking the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness, being in any way we may seek
to bring glory to God by the way we treat others. Studying the rabbinic literature, it becomes clear that both
Torah study and gemilut hassadim are very basic Jewish values.

It 1s interesting to note that Yeshua used many “Kal/ Vachomer” arguments during His teaching min-
istry while here on earth. Many of the Kol Vachomer arguments that Yeshua used were directly related to
our relationship with God and with others, which is the point of the rabbinic dictum or Torah study. The
relationship that we have with the Lord God of Israel was what Yeshua was teaching and focusing upon in
Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7. Yeshua told His disciples saying 037 IR X 7AK 177270 DX V0> 0K

;DN MR DR RI12D WYL AWp(0 8¢ Thooig elnev Toig padnraig abtod, Auiy AMéyw DUiv Tt Thovol0g
dvokoAwg eioeevoetal gig TNV Pactheiav T@V ovpavdv.) in Matthew 19:23 “... truly I say unto you, diffi-
cult for the rich to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” (NASB) The reason for the difficulty of the rich to
enter the Kingdom of Heaven is by reason of their trust being placed in one’s wealth over trusting in God.
Trusting in the Lord God for everything is directly connected to a relationship a father has with his son and
the provision of life, food, home, and wealth truly comes from our Father in Heaven and not by our own
making (Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:18). Yeshua taught at length on this topic in Matthew chapters 5, 6, and
7. Our relationship with the Lord is connected to the putting of our faith into practice. This is why the rabbis
discuss gemilut hassadim in the way they do according to the following references:

Kohelet Rabbah 7, ed. Vilna, fol. 18b
Rabbi Judah said: to teach you that whoever denies gemilut hassadim it is as if he denies
God.

Talmud Bavli Sotah 14a
R. Simlai expounded: Torah begins with gemilut hassadim and ends with gemilut hassadim.
1t begins with gemilut hassadim, for it is written: “And the Lord God made for Adam and for

his wife coats of skin, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21), and it ends with gemilut hassadim,
for it is written: “And He buried him [=Moses] in the valley” (Deut. 34:6).

Talmud Bavli Sukkah 49b (Tosefta Peah 4:19, ed. Lieberman, pp. 60-61)

Our Rabbis taught: In three respects is gemilut hassadim superior to charity: charity can be
done only with one’s money, but gemilut hassadim can be done with one's person and one's
money. Charity can be given only to the poor, gemilut hassadim both to the rich and the poor.
Charity can be given to the living only, gemilut hassadim can be done both to the living and
to the dead.
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Talmud Bavli Nedarim 40a
...Did it not once happen that one of R. Akiba s disciples fell sick, and the Sages did not visit
him? So R. Akiba himself entered [his house] to visit him, and because he swept and sprin-
kled the ground before him, he recovered. “My masier,” said he, “you have revived me!”. R.
Akiba went forth and lectured: “He who does not visit the sick, is like a shedder of blood”.

Note the significance of putting our faith into action. The rabbis say that the Torah is begins with grace and
ends with grace. Here in the Talmud Bavli Sota 14a, the rabbis say that the Torah begins with gemilut has-
sadim and ends with gemilut hassadim. The reason being, putting our faith into action requires the mercy

of God (7017) because we do not always get it right the first time, which is related to the Kol Vachomer of
the weightier matter, whether to disobey a mitzvah in order to save a life or not. The rabbis say that gemilut
hassadim is greater than charity, because charity is only the giving of money, where the visiting of the sick
(gemilut hassadim) is as saving a life, and not visiting the sick is like shedding of blood. The question then
of whether Torah study or gemilut hassadim are more important, the conclusion is that both are absolutely
important as these things are related to our salvation, in the sense that as a child of God and a disciple of
Yeshua, we would not forsake the study of God’s Word or neglect putting out faith into practice. In our lives
as believers and disciples of Yeshua, we need to find ways to devote time every week both to Torah study
and to gemilut hassadim.

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 1 concludes saying, “Rabbi Azariah taught, It is written In Isaac will seed
be called to you (Bereshit / Genesis 21:12), that is, any man who acknowledges that there exist two worlds,
behold he is like Isaac. Rabbi Yudan said, Not Isaac but In Isaac, that is, a portion of the seed of Isaac, not
all of it.” The idea here is to what we spend out time doing, the things of this world, or serving and working
in the kingdom of God?

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°1in%i1 M12°7) saying, “He is the Lord our
God (Tehillim / Psalms 105:7).” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “He (hu) is used as an in-
tensive, sometimes to emphasize the degree of goodness, and sometimes to emphasize the degree of wickedness.”
The entire Midrash states the following:

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 2

2. He is the Lord our God (Tehillim / Psalms 105:7). He (hu)
is used as an intensive, sometimes to emphasize the degree of
goodness, and sometimes to emphasize the degree of wickedness.
Thus, it is said He was a mighty hunter before the Lord (Bereshit
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/ Genesis 10:9), He is Esau, the father of the Edomites (Bereshit /
Genesis 36:43), These (hu) are that Datan and Aviram who strove
against Moshe (Bamidbar / Numbers 26:9), This same (hu) King
Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28:22), This (hu) is Ahasuerus (Esther 1:1),
Mark that hu in these verses emphasizes the degree of wicked-
ness. And the proof that hu is also used to emphasize the degree
of goodness? The verse The same (hu) is Abraham (1 Chronicles
1:27), These (hu) are that Aaron and Moshe (Shemot / Exodus
6:26), This (hu) Ezra went up from Babylon (Ezra 7:6), This sane
(hu) Hezekiah also stopped the upper spring of the waters of Gi-
hon (2 Chronicles 32:30). Rabbi Berekhiah said in the name of
the Rabbis, The Holy One blessed be He, has Himself numbered
among the just, for it is said, He (hu) is the Lord our God; His
Jjudgments are in all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 105:7).

Personal pronouns can be first, second, or third person and either singular or plural. Second person pro-
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nouns refer to the person being spoken to (you). The independent personal pronoun often occurs in con-
junction with verbs, and may also be used in a predicative relationship with nouns of adjectives in verbless

clauses. The masculine and feminine forms X7 and X°77 are identical to the third person masculine and
feminine independent pronouns. In most instances, if ambiguity exists, the larger context of the sentence
will enable the reader to make the correct choice. The third person masculine independent pronoun, ac-
cording to the MT may be used to refer to an individual, or to an entire body of people (i.e. Parashat Balak
and all of Israel). In the Midrash, the rabbis say that the third person pronoun is a reference to emphasize
either the degree of goodness or wickedness. The rabbis provide the following proof texts:

Proof for Reference to Wickedness (Midrash Tehillim 105 Part 2)

Thus, it is said He was a mighty hunter before the Lord (Bereshit / Genesis 10.:9), He is Esau,
the father of the Edomites (Bereshit / Genesis 36:43), These (hu) are that Datan and Aviram
who strove against Moshe (Bamidbar / Numbers 26:9), This same (hu) King Ahaz (2 Chron-
icles 28:22), This (hu) is Ahasuerus (Esther 1:1), Mark that hu in these verses emphasizes
the degree of wickedness.

Proof for Reference to Goodness (Midrash Tehillim 105 Part 2)

The verse The same (hu) is Abraham (1 Chronicles 1:27), These (hu) are that Aaron and
Moshe (Shemot / Exodus 6:26), This (hu) Ezra went up from Babylon (Ezra 7:6), This sane
(hu) Hezekiah also stopped the upper spring of the waters of Gihon (2 Chronicles 32:30).

The masculine third person pronoun is used to reference people, and it appears the example texts that are
given for the wicked out weigh those who are good. This illustrates for us how easy it is to live a life of wick-
edness as opposed to a life of righteousness, goodness, and truth. In this modern culture, in order to be
faithful to the Lord God of Israel and to the Scriptures we must learn to stand alone. Daily, we are faced with
pressure to violate the biblical standards and go along with the crowd. Noach was one of those men in the

Torah who stood his ground in the midst of a wicked generation and the Lord said that 713 73 N7790 798 0
M3-99300 DUIORI-NK: 1PNATR 700 DO0R PYTY WK 6:9 The generations of Noach, Noach was a righteous

man and walked in innocence in his generation, he walked with God. In Parashat Noach, we read how the
MT repeats several points speaking of the corruption that was on the Earth in the sight of God (Bereshit /
Genesis 6:11-12). In the eyes of that generation, we can easily reason what they were thinking “we are not
so bad, we have made great strides in LGBT rights, we are progressive... etc.” The Lord however viewed
that generation was wicked and unredeemable. Three times the text repeats that the earth was corrupt (6:171-
12), meaning morally degraded. These texts are especially important for us today, since Yeshua said just
as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days prior to His return (Matthew 24:37-39). The imagery
that we are given is the people were going on about life oblivious to the Lord God of Israel, “eating and
drinking, ... marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not
understand until the flood came and took them all away.” They were living without regard to the Lord and
His impending judgment. What a description of our time! In addition, the scary point that may be observed
from Parashat Noach is that there were grandchildren of the godly Enoch who were swept away in the flood.
This is significant because they were obviously taught about the Creator God. Perhaps some of them even
claimed to know their Creator. However, they had blended in so well with the evil around them that they
did not listen to the Lord’s repeated warnings of judgment. This is a important warning for us today, when
Yeshua returns, there are going to be many who claim to know Him, even those who have prophesied and
cast out demons and done miracles in His name, who will say to Him, “Lord, Lord,” but He will say to them,
“I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness” (Matthew 7:21-23). They thought they
knew Yeshua, but Yeshua did not know them because they blended in with the wickedness of their genera-
tion. It’s not easy, but we must stand for truth, righteousness, and holiness in these evil days!

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 2 concludes saying, “Rabbi Berekhiah said in the name of the Rabbis, The
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Holy One blessed be He, has Himself numbered among the jusi, for it is said, He (hu) is the Lord our God;
His judgments are in all the earth (Tehillim / Psalms 105:7). ” The point is that God’s judgments are “in
all the earth” meaning that every man, woman, and child who does not seek the Lord and His righteousness
for his or her life, will fall into the judgment of the Lord in the days to come. “Noah was a righteous man,

blameless in his time” (Bereshit / Genesis 6.9). The word righteous (?°7¥) is used in two ways in the Torah.
It is used of the righteousness of faith, where righteousness is imputed to those who believe in the Word of
the Lord and His Messiah (Romans 3:21-4:25). And, Hebrews 11:7 states that Noach’s obedience in build-
ing the ark showed that he was “an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith, ” meaning that he
had put his faith into practice in obedience to God’s Word! The word righteous here is used of the right
conduct which stems from faith. The righteousness that Noach exhibited was a “conformity to a standard”
and directs us to the observable behavior of those who live by God’s revealed standards of right and wrong
according to the Torah. When Bereshit / Genesis 6:9 states that Noah was righteous and walked innocently
in his generation (1°DA72 727 220 P°7¥ WX 1), it is referring to the righteousness of putting his faith
into action (practice). His faith showed itself in good works (maasim tovim) and moral behavior which are
pleasing to the Lord even though they fall short of His glory. (Romans 3:20 and Isaiah 64:6) Noah was not

only righteous, he was also blameless (2°701), which means “innocent” meaning Noah had integrity. The
phrase “in his generation” suggest that Noah’s contemporaries viewed him that way. Many of his peers
probably thought he was crazy, but they couldn’t deny that he lived what he believed. The fact that Noah
was righteous and blameless does not mean he was perfect. He fell short of God’s commands just as we do.
However, Noah confessed his sin to God, repented, and obeyed. This kind of righteousness is summed up
in the words, “Noah walked with God” (T3-72307 D T787-NK).

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (>0 12°7) saying, “He has remem-
bered His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to the most excellent (‘elef) of the generation
(Tehillim / Psalms 105:8) command His word...” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, .. Rabbi
Hiyya son of Abba taught to him who was the most excellent of his generation, who was the most exalted of his

generation.” Note what the Psalm states concerning the most exalted of the generation, according to Tehillim
/ Psalms 89:14-18.

Tehillim / Psalms 89:14-18

89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne, steadfast love and faith-
fulness go before you. 89:15 Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O
Lord, in the light of your face, 89:16 who exult in your name all the day and in your righ-
teousness are exalted. 89:17 For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn
is exalted. 89:18 For our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel. (ESV,
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The psalmist states that righteousness and justice are the foundation of God’s throne. As a result, His love
and faithfulness goes before the Lord always! The psalmist believes that we are blessed who rejoice and exult
in God’s Name. What does it mean to exult in the name? The Name of God exhibits the characteristics, His
attributes of mercy, love, forgiveness, righteousness, and truth. Those who rejoice in the name also exhibit
these attributes. This is why the psalmist states, §9:17 For you are the glory of their strength... (ESV) The
Lord is our glory and our strength. Note how we glory in the Lord God of Israel and in His Messiah Yesh-
ua! Let’s see what the Rabbis say concerning those who are exulted in this generation. The entire midrash
states the following:

Copyright © 2016 MATSATIL.COM Ministry 19



3 %90 717 2D YN waTR
APR 71X 727 10002 WO 0T A
AYPRY [RaAX 92 X1 7 R] T
°1ORDY ,NTAW AR N7
XOOR VPN IINT 0D 070K
VIPD MUY 2P WD LIS
APRY ¥ 727 0 Lwh awn
M¥ 927 2 oMb 1] T
™ awa "2 M MR L [NT AR
VAW NINA YW S3a01 72 DRI
TINY? IR AW 72 MTNT VAR
TR W ,2121n7 72 IR0 onn
, 17 9282 7707 DX NNY a7apn
71 QIRN MMNT TIWY XXM 0K
“ARMY ,072R TV I Ty

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 3

3. He has remembered His covenant forever, the word which He
commanded to the most excellent (“‘elef) of the generation (Tehillim /
Psalms 105:8), command His word, Rabbi Hiyya son of Abba taught
to him who was the most excellent of his generation, who was the
most exalted of his generation. And who was that? Abraham. ‘Elef
is here rendered as in the sentence in the Mishnah, As regards oil,
Tekoa is alpha (‘alef), by which is meant that the village of Tekoa is
first in the excellence of its oil. This is to be understood, The word
which He commanded to the most excellent (‘elef) of the generation.
In a different exposition, the verse is read, He has remembered His
covenant forever, the word which He commanded to the thousandth
generation. Rabbi Levi said in the name of Rabbi Samuel son of
Nahmani, Nine hundred and seventy four generations which were to
have descended from the people of the generation that perished in
the flood were wiped out with them. The Holy One blessed be He,
had intended that the Torah be given to the thousandth generation of

mankind, but you can count only ten generations of mankind, but you
can count only ten generations from Adam and Noah, ten from Noah
to Abraham, and six from Abraham to Moshe. Hence, it is said, The
word which He commanded to the thousandth generation, the Word
being the Torah, of which it is said, And God spoke all these words
(Shemot / Exodus 20:1).
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The Midrash continues saying “And who was that? Abraham. °‘Elef'is here rendered as in the sentence in
the Mishnah, As regards oil, Tekoa is alpha (‘alef), by which is meant that the village of Tekoa is first in the
excellence of its oil. This is to be understood, The word which He commanded to the most excellent (‘elef)
of the generation.” The rabbis speak of Abraham as being this one whom the psalmist is speaking of, to
the faithful one which is connected to the Word of God, and to the mitzvot (commandments) of God. Note
the context of the Midrash which states, “the verse is read, He has remembered His covenant forever, the
word which He commanded to the thousandth generation” indicating the importance of the covenant as it
is connected to the commandment of God, and to the life of Abraham where he put his faith into practice to
reach out to the lost for the One True God.

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 3 concludes saying, “The Holy One blessed be He, had intended that the To-
rah be given to the thousandth generation of mankind, but you can count only ten generations of mankind,
but you can count only ten generations from Adam and Noah, ten from Noah to Abraham, and six from Abra-
ham to Moshe. Hence, it is said, The word which He commanded to the thousandth generation, the Word
being the Torah, of which it is said, And God spoke all these words (Shemot / Exodus 20:1).” The rabbis
believed the exalting is accomplished through the study and taking on of the Torah! What does this mean?
This speaks of learning to live an authentic life before God within a sinful culture. The Torah is designed to
help us to learn how to live by teaching us how to relate to our families, the ekklesia (body of believers), our
neighbors, and the nation. Our lives are meant to be lived on the basis of the Torah, in the Messiah Yeshua,
we are engaged with this world, but in a way that his holy and righteous, as described according to the Scrip-
tures. This is known as being a “ben Torah,” a son of the Torah. For a person who is truly a son of God is
also a study of His Word, and his or her life will be a product of being a study of God’s Word, regardless of
what he or she does from day to day. The Torah does not mandate a particular lifestyle, rather, it demands
that regardless of one’s lifestyle (profession, location, nationality, etc) that a person adopts the ways of God
in righteousness, justice, and truth, that is fitting as a children of God. This regulates one’s conduct in accor-
dance with God’s commands, and therefore such a person’s daily conduct testifies to the content of the Torah
it self. As a result, such a person is doing what the Psalmist states, in Tehillim / Psalms 89:16 who exult in
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your name all the day and in your righteousness are exalted. 89:17 For you are the glory of their strength...
(ESV) As the child becomes a reflection of his or her parent, so does the ben Torah become a reflection of
what is written in the Torah, to do justice, righteousness, holiness, and to hold to the truth. It is in these
things, the living of our lives according to God’s Word that pleases the HaShem and our lives will go well.
Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 13 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°nnn 12°7) saying, “And He gave
them the lands of nations (Tehillim / Psalms 105:44).” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states,
“Rabbi Hanina, quoting And He gave them the lands of the nations, asked Rabbi Hiyya son of Abba, Why did

God do so?” The entire Midrash states the following:
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Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 13

13. And He gave them the lands of nations (Tehillim / Psalms
105:44). Rabbi Hanina, quoting And He gave them the lands
of the nations, asked Rabbi Hiyya son of Abba, Why did God
do so? Was it in order That they might keep His statutes, and
observe His laws and then say Hallelujah? (Tehillim / Psalms
105:45) But when a worker labors side by side with his master,
and then the master gives him his pay, need the worker give
voice to his gratitude? Rabbi Hiyya replied, When the worker
labors faithfully with his master, who then gives him his pay, he
need not give voice to his gratitude. But when the worker does
not labor faithfully with his master, and the master nevertheless
gives him his pay, he should give voice to his gratitude. As for
us, the Holy One blessed be He, gives us the lands of the nations,
but we do not study Torah, and even thought it is said, Keep His

statutes, and observe His laws, we do not observe the Torah.
Nevertheless, He makes gifts to us. Ought we not then give voice
to our gratitude because He gave us the lands of the nations?
Ought we not to sing a song of praise to Him saying Hallelujah?
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So the rabbis ask the question of why the Lord gave Israel the land of the nations (Canaan). The rabbis
make a very good observation on the worker who receives his wages, is he obligated to praise the employer?
Notice the conclusion that the Land was given for the purpose of keeping God’s commands and statutes for
the purpose of saying Hallelujah, Praise the Lord. As the children of God, we are obligated to obey God’s
Torah, it is the wages that we are called to live by. The rewards given as a result of obedience, these are
simply the wages the Lord God of Israel gives us. The covenant relationship, this is what establishes us as
His children, in His kingdom, and as part of His family. Rabbi Hiyya states in the midrash saying, “When
the worker labors faithfully with his master, who then gives him his pay, he need not give voice to his grati-
tude. But when the worker does not labor faithfully with his master, and the master nevertheless gives him
his pay, he should give voice to his gratitude.” How many times has the Lord given you blessing when
your faithfulness did not measure up to His commands and statutes? The Lord God is very merciful! This
engenders much praise on our part, to sing of His glory, majesty, mercy, and grace.

Midrash Tehillim 105, Part 13 concludes saying, “As for us, the Holy One blessed be He, gives us the
lands of the nations, but we do not study Torah, and even thought it is said, Keep His statutes, and observe
His laws, we do not observe the Torah. Nevertheless, He makes gifts to us. Ought we not then give voice
to our gratitude because He gave us the lands of the nations? Ought we not to sing a song of praise to Him
saying Hallelujah” The Torah is meant to be a blueprint for our lives as God’s people. According to 7ehil-
lim / Psalms 105 and to the Midrash, gratitude is an important element of our lives before God (see Devarim
/ Deuteronomy 8:11-17). Not only is our gratitude unto the Lord important, it is also very important for our
mental health, the reason being, daily we are able to recognize the mercy of God and live with joy in our
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hearts. The Word of God reveals to us that the blessings of God are an incredible tool to instill gratitude in
our hearts. For example, when someone blesses us, or when we bless others, we are reminded to feel grati-
tude unto the Lord for His blessing and provision of wealth, and not just focus upon our own desires. Rabbi
Meir in the Talmud Bavli Menachot 43b states the following concerning the blessings of God.

Talmud Bavli Menachot 43b
It was taught in a Baraita: Rabbi Meir said: a person must make 100 blessings each day, as
it is written... (Deuteronomy 10:12) “And now Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of

you...” ((27,> ©°727) MRV 2V 922 MO RN 127 DTN 20 IR RD 27 7777 RN
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The rabbis in the Talmud teach the Lord expects us to make 100 blessings each day. The essential part of
being grateful is that we are not the sole authors of what is good in our lives. We are to recognize that it is
not for pride that we are to do charity to others, but to recognize that the source of our blessing is from the
Lord, and because of our love for the Lord and for others, we give charitable gifts. Note this is not always
a monetary gift, it could also be a gift of our time. The Lord chose this as a means for humbling our lives
before Him and before others, and so that we do not forget the Lord our God in heaven. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Great and merciful are You O Lord! Your works are mighty and powerful to seek and to save us from
death. Have mercy upon us for we are a sinful people. We seek to serve You all the days of our lives. Lord
help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have faith in Yeshua, a devotion to Your Word, and
to love our neighbor each day. We thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to
us. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your
Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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