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Let Us Study and Put into Practice the Word of God!

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 105:1-45, the Psalm opens saying, 105:1 Oh give thanks to
the Lord, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples. 105:2 Sing to Him, sing praises
to Him; Speak of all His wonders. 105:3 Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the Lord
be glad. 105:4 Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face continually. (NASB) The psalmist calls to give
thanks, and states that the praise of the Lord, of His glory, is found in the memory of what He has done,
105:5 Remember His wonders which He has done, His marvels and the judgments uttered by His mouth,
105:6 O seed of Abraham, His servant, O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones! 105:7 He is the Lord our God;
His judgments are in all the earth. (NASB) From generation to generation, we are instructed to remember
what the Lord has done, the Lord on the other hand, 105:8 He has remembered His covenant forever, The
word which He commanded to a thousand generations, 105:9 The covenant which He made with Abraham,
And His oath to Isaac. 105:10 Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting cove-
nant, 105:11 Saying, ‘To you | will give the land of Canaan As the portion of your inheritance,” (NASB) The
psalmist continues speaking of the remnant the Lord keeps for Himself. Does the Lord keep for Himself
a remnant today? Those who are His, the anointed one (105:15), it says the word of the Lord tested him.
Does the word of the Lord test you? The psalmist gives a summary of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph,
and then Moshe who the Lord has chosen (105:26). The psalmist continues by summarizing the events of
the exodus and the power of God to deliver Israel from Egypt (105:27-37). The psalm concludes saying,
105:38 Egypt was glad when they departed, For the dread of them had fallen upon them. 105:39 He spread
a cloud for a covering, And fire to illumine by night. 105:40 They asked, and He brought quail, And satisfied
them with the bread of heaven. 105:41 He opened the rock and water flowed out; It ran in the dry places like
ariver. 105:42 For He remembered His holy word With Abraham His servant; 105:43 And He brought forth
His people with joy, His chosen ones with a joyful shout. 105:44 He gave them also the lands of the nations,
That they might take possession of the fruit of the peoples’ labor, 105:45 So that they might keep His statutes
And observe His laws, Praise the Lord! (NASB) It is interesting how the psalmist states that the Lord had
sent His people out with joy and the people shouted joyfully. The reason being, for the most part, during
the entire journey, the people were very discontented and complained constantly. The psalm states that the
Lord gave Israel even the land of the nations, so that she might keep the statutes and commandments.
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105:30 &&fipwev 1 yi aOT®OV Botpdyovg
€V 101G Tapueiolg 1@V Paciiénv adTtdv
105:31 einev xoi RAOev KuvopLIO. Koi
oKVimeg €v maAcl TOig Opiolg avTdV
105:32 &0eto taGg Ppoyxds avTOV
xorolov mOp KoTaALYov v TR Yh
avtdv 105:33 kol émdtalev Tag
AUTELOVG ADTAV KOl TOG CLKAG AVTAV
Kol ovvétpiyev mav EOAov  Opiov
avtév 105:34 elnev kai RAOev dkpig
Kkai Bpodiyog ob ovk RV dptdudg 105:35
Kol KatéQayev Tavta Tov xOpToVv &v T
Y OT®V Kol KOTEQYEV TOV KOPTOV
g YAg avt®dv 105:36 xai éndratev
nav mpwTdTOoKOV €V TR YR o0tV
amopynVv Tavtog movov avt®dv 105:37
Kol €€nyayev avtovg év dpyvpio Kol
YPLGim Kol 0VK NV &V Todg PUACIS DTGV
acBevayv 105:38 evppavOn Alyvmtog
&v T €600 avtdv OtL E€mémecev
0 @O0fog avt®v én avtovg 105:39
OLEMETAGEV VEPEANV €IC OKEMNV QTOTG
Kol Tdp 10D POTIGOL AV TOIG THV VOKTO
105:40 finoav keinAdev dpTuyountpa
Kol  dptov  ovpavod  évémAnoev
avtovg 105:41 diéppnéev métpav Kai
gppbnocav  Voata Emopevncav v
avvopotg motapoi 105:42 dt éuviodn
100 AOyov oD Gyiov avTod ToD TPOGS
ABpaop tOV dodAov avtod 105:43
kol €&nyoyev TOV AadvV avtod &v
AyoAAAoeL Kol TOVG EKAEKTOVG OOTOD
g&v evppoovvn 105:44 «oi E€dwkev
aTOIg YDOPaG £BVDY Kol TOVOUG AadV
gkinpovouncav  105:45 Omwg  av
ELAAE®OY TO dKOodMOTO 0VTOD Kol
TOV VOOV a0Tod £KNTHoOGY
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Tehillim / Psalms 105

105:1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, call
upon His name; Make known His deeds
among the peoples. 105:2 Sing to Him,
sing praises to Him; Speak of all His
wonders. 105:3 Glory in His holy name;
Let the heart of those who seek the
Lord be glad. 105:4 Seek the Lord and
His strength; Seek His face continually.
105:5 Remember His wonders which He
has done, His marvels and the judgments
uttered by His mouth, 105:6 O seed of
Abraham, His servant, O sons of Jacob,
His chosen ones! 105:7 He is the Lord
our God; His judgments are in all the
carth. 105:8 He has remembered His
covenant forever, The word which He
commanded to a thousand generations,
105:9 The covenant which He made with
Abraham, And His oath to Isaac. 105:10
Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a stat-
ute, To Israel as an everlasting covenant,
105:11 Saying, ‘To you I will give the
land of Canaan As the portion of your
inheritance,” 105:12 When they were
only a few men in number, Very few, and
strangers in it. 105:13 And they wan-
dered about from nation to nation, From
one kingdom to another people. 105:14
He permitted no man to oppress them,
And He reproved kings for their sakes:
105:15 ‘Do not touch My anointed ones,
And do My prophets no harm.” 105:16
And He called for a famine upon the
land; He broke the whole staff of bread.
105:17 He sent a man before them, Jo-
seph, who was sold as a slave. 105:18
They afflicted his feet with fetters, He
himself was laid in irons; 105:19 Until
the time that his word came to pass, The
word of the Lord tested him. 105:20 The
king sent and released him, The ruler
of peoples, and set him free. 105:21 He
made him lord of his house And ruler
over all his possessions, 105:22 To im-
prison his princes at will, That he might
teach his elders wisdom. 105:23 Israel
also came into Egypt; Thus Jacob so-

journed in the land of Ham. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 105

105:1 Sing praise in the presence of the
Lord, call on his name; tell of his deeds
among the Gentiles. 105:2 Sing praise in
his presence, make music in his presence;
speak of all his wonders. 105:3 Sing
praise in his holy name; may the heart
of those who seek instruction from the
presence of the Lord be glad. 105:4 Seek
the teaching of the Lord, and his Torah;
welcome his face continually. 105:5 Call
to mind the wonders that he has done; his
miracles, and the judgments of his mouth.
105:6 O seed of Abraham his servant, O
sons of Jacob, his chosen ones 105:7 He
is the Lord our God; his judgments are
extended over all the earth. 105:8 He
remembered his covenant forever; he
commanded a word for a thousand gen-
erations. 105:9 That which he made with
Abraham, and his covenant with Isaac.
105:10 And he established it for Jacob as
a decree, for Israel as a perpetual cove-
nant. 105:11 Saying, “To you I will give
the land of Canaan as the lot of your
inheritance.” 105:12 When you were a
people few in number, like little ones,
and dwelling in it. 105:13 And they went
from people to people, from one king-
dom to another people. 105:14 He did
not allow anyone to oppress them, and he
rebuked kings on their account. 105:15
Do not come near my anointed ones, and
do no harm to my prophets. 105:16 And
he proclaimed a famine against the land;
he broke every support of food. 105:17
He sent a wise man before them; Joseph
was sold as a slave. 105:18 They afflicted
his feet with chains; a collar of iron went
on his soul. 105:19 Until the time when
his word came true; the word of the Lord
purified him. 105:20 He sent a king and
freed him; a ruler of peoples, and he set
him free. 105:21 He made him master of
his house, and ruler of all his property.
105:22 To bind his princes to, as it were,
his soul; and he grew wiser than his el-
ders. 105:23. And Israel came to Egypt,
and Jacob dwelt in the land of Ham. EMC

Psalmoi / Psalms 105

105:1 Give thanks to the Lord, and call
upon his name; declare his works among
the heathen. 105:2 Sing to him, yea, sing
praises to him: tell forth all his wonder-
ful works. 105:3 Glory in his holy name:
let the heart of them that seek the Lord
rejoice. 105:4 Seek ye the Lord, and be
strengthened; seek his face continually.
105:5 Remember his wonderful works
that he has done; his wonders, and the
judgments of his mouth; 105:6 ye seed
of Abraam, his servants, ye children of
Jacob, his chosen ones. 105:7 He is the
Lord our God; his judgments are in all
the earth. 105:8 He has remembered his
covenant for ever, the word which he
commanded for a thousand generation:
105:9 which he established as a covenant
to Abraam, and he remembered his oath
to Isaac. 105:10 And he established it to
Jacob for an ordinance, and to Israel for
an everlasting covenant; 105:11 saying
To thee will I give the land of Chanaan,
the line of your inheritance: 105:12 when
they were few in number, very few, and
sojourners in it. 105:13 And they went
from nation to nation, and from one
kingdom to another people. 105:14 He
suffered no man to wrong them; and he
rebuked kings for their sakes: 105:15
saying, Touch not my anointed ones; and
do my prophets no harm. 105:16 More-
over he called for a famine upon the land;
he broke the whole support of bread.
105:17 He sent a man before them; Jo-
seph was sold for a slave. 105:18 They
hurt his feet with fetters; his soul passed
into iron, 105:19 until the time that his
cause came on; the word of the Lord
tried him as fire. 105:20 The king sent
and loosed him; even the prince of the
people, and let him go free. 105:21 He
made him Lord over his house, and ruler
of all his substance; 105:22 to chastise
his rulers at his pleasure, and to teach his
elders wisdom. 105:23 Israel also came
into Egypt, and Jacob sojourned in the
land of Cham. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 105

105:24 And He caused His people to
be very fruitful, And made them stron-
ger than their adversaries. 105:25 He
turned their heart to hate His people, To
deal craftily with His servants. 105:26
He sent Moses His servant, And Aaron,
whom He had chosen. 105:27 They per-
formed His wondrous acts among them,
And miracles in the land of Ham. 105:28
He sent darkness and made it dark; And
they did not rebel against His words.
105:29 He turned their waters into blood
And caused their fish to die. 105:30
Their land swarmed with frogs Even in
the chambers of their kings. 105:31 He
spoke, and there came a swarm of flies
And gnats in all their territory. 105:32
He gave them hail for rain, And flam-
ing fire in their land. 105:33 He struck
down their vines also and their fig trees,
And shattered the trees of their territo-
ry. 105:34 He spoke, and locusts came,
And young locusts, even without num-
ber, 105:35 And ate up all vegetation in
their land, And ate up the fruit of their
ground. 105:36 He also struck down
all the firstborn in their land, The first
fruits of all their vigor. 105:37 Then He
brought them out with silver and gold,
And among His tribes there was not one
who stumbled. 105:38 Egypt was glad
when they departed, For the dread of
them had fallen upon them. 105:39 He
spread a cloud for a covering, And fire
to illumine by night. 105:40 They asked,
and He brought quail, And satisfied them
with the bread of heaven. 105:41 He
opened the rock and water flowed out; It
ran in the dry places like a river. 105:42
For He remembered His holy word With
Abraham His servant; 105:43 And He
brought forth His people with joy, His
chosen ones with a joyful shout. 105:44
He gave them also the lands of the na-
tions, That they might take possession of
the fruit of the peoples’ labor, 105:45 So
that they might keep His statutes And ob-
serve His laws, Praise the Lord! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 105

105:24 And he made his people very nu-
merous, and made it stronger than its op-
pressors. 105:25 Their heart was changed
to hate his people, to plot evil things
against his servants. 105:26 He sent
Moses his servant, Aaron, with whom
he was pleased. 105:27 They set among
them the decrees of his signs, and won-
ders in the land of Ham. 105:28 He sent
darkness and darkened them, and they
did not rebel against his word. 105:29 He
turned their water into blood, and killed
all their fish. 105:30 Their land crawled
with frogs in the chambers of their kings.
105:31 He spoke, and brought swarms,
vermin in all their territory. 105:32 He
gave their rain as hail, blazing fire in their
land. 105:33 And he smote their vines and
their figs, and smashed the trees of their
territory. 105:34 He spoke, and brought
locusts, and grasshoppers without num-
ber. 105:35 And they obliterated all the
grass in their land, and consumed the
fruits of their land. 105:36 And he smote
every firstborn in Egypt, the beginning of
all their strength. 105:37 And he brought
them out with silver and with gold, and
they did not quarrel with the Egyptians
about the weight. 105:38 The Egyptians
rejoiced when they left, for fear of them
had fallen upon them. 105:39 He spread
out the clouds like a curtain, and fire to
give light at night. 105:40 They asked for
flesh and he brought quail; and he will
satisfy them with the bread of heaven.
105:41 He opened the rock and water
flowed; it went into the dry places like
a river. 105:42 For he remembered his
holy utterance with Abraham his servant.
105:43 And he brought out his people in
joy, his chosen ones with praise. 105:44
And he gave to them the lands of the
Gentiles; and they will inherit the labor
of the peoples. 105:45 In order that they
might keep his ordinances, and observe
his Torah. Hallelujah! (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 105

105:24 And he increased his people
greatly, and made them stronger than
their enemies. 105:25 And he turned
their heart to hate his people, to deal
craftily with his servants. 105:26 He
sent fort Moses his servant, and Aaron
whom he had chosen. 105:27 He estab-
lished among them his signs, and his
wonders in the land of Cham. 105:28 He
sent forth darkness, and made it dark; yet
they rebelled against his words. 105:29
He turned their waters into blood, and
slew their fish. 105:30 Their land pro-
duced frogs abundantly, in the chambers
of their kings. 105:31 He spoke, and the
dog-fly came, and lice in all their coasts.
105:32 He turned their rain into hail, and
sent flaming fire in their land. 105:33
And he smote their vines and their fig
trees; and broke every tree of their coast.
105:34 He spoke, and the locust came,
and caterpillars innumerable, 105:35 and
devoured all the grass in their land, and
devoured the fruit of the ground. 105:36
He smote also every first-born of their
land, the first-fruits of all their labour.
105:37 And he brought them out with
silver and gold; and there was not a fee-
ble one among their tribes. 105:38 Egypt
rejoiced at their departing; for the fear of
them fell upon them. 105:39 He spread
out a cloud for a covering to them, and
fire to give them light by night. 105:40
They asked, and the quail came, and he
satisfied them with the bread of heaven.
105:41 He clave the rock, and the waters
flowed, rivers ran in dry places. 105:42
For he remembered his holy word, which
he promised to Abraam his servant.
105:43 And he brought out his people
with exultation, and his chosen with joy;
105:44 and gave them the lands of the
heathen; and they inherited the labours
of the people; 105:45 that they might
keep his ordinances, and diligently seek
his law. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 105:1-45, the Psalm opens saying, 2 :1°Di2°7% 0°ny2
WR2 WY AT WT TN YRR | 27 MW W QW 07000 3 PINDI-03 W - 1217w
:7°n0 119 105:1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peo-
ples. 105:2 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders. 105:3 Glory in His holy name; Let
the heart of those who seek the Lord be glad. 105:4 Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face continual-
ly. (NASB) The psalmist speaks of the great joy of knowing the Lord God in heaven and His wonderful work
in the lives of His people. The psalmist also calls for God’s people to seek the face of the Lord continually.
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How does one seek the face of God? To ““see the face of God” (2778 °39 TXX)), in Hebrew, the face (°19)
of God designates the personal presence of the Lord as indicated in the following verses.

Bereshit / Genesis 33:10
33:10 Jacob said, “No, please, if now I have found favor in your sight, then take my present
from my hand, for | see your face as one sees the face of God, and you have received me

TTTTTT

PI¥IM DK "19 DRI P9 "ORY)

2 Samuel 17:11
17:11 “But | counsel that all Israel be surely gathered to you, from Dan even to Beersheba,

as the sand that is by the sea in abundance, and that you personally go into battle. (NASB, X°
0277 77391 277 D23-2¥-WR 712 Y2 IN2-TY) 17 DRIW-22 T2V Q0K ORI nYyY; 02
:27R2)

In each of these examples, the Scriptures use the word ““face” (°19) to indicate the presence of someone (2
Samuel 17:11). When we think on this topic of seeking the face of God, how do we see the face of God if we
are not able to see the Lord God in heaven and live? An interesting point is that when we look at a person’s
face, we are seeing a lot more than just a face. By examining a person’s face it is possible to tell if the person
is angry, happy, sad, tired, worried, hurt, excited, in love, sick, and the list continues. The face of a person
reveals a lot about that person. The face of a person is like an open window that allows us to see inside of
that person; their thoughts, their pain, their joy, their heart. Keeping these things in mind, using this kind
of analogy, to seek His (God’s) face is to enter into His presence, to enter into God’s heart. When the Lord
asks us to seek His face, He is making a call for us to enter into His thoughts and see what He is thinking,
to see what He is doing, how he feels about something, to see the love that He has for us, and to look at the
pain that our sin causes Him. So how do we do this? To seek the face of God is a Hebraic way of having
access to the Lord God in heaven where we stand literally in His presence. This may be achieved through
prayer, and in the study of God’s Word! The Aramaic Targum provides us with additional insights by stating

the following, 12791 1A 1T PR AW 2 172 RODAYA NWTIT TRWA PP T TR WA X
IR T RIDIIR WAN T AN QTR A 19N OYANT 1A T WP Q1WA A 3 s Haa

:X7°70 "1DK 172K 105:1 Sing praise in the presence of the Lord, call on his name; tell of his deeds among
the Gentiles. 105:2 Sing praise in his presence, make music in his presence; speak of all his wonders. 105:3
Sing praise in his holy name; may the heart of those who seek instruction from the presence of the Lord be
glad. 105:4 Seek the teaching of the Lord, and his Torah; welcome his face continually. (EMC) The rabbis

translate Tehillim / Psalms 105:4 7°0 1°19 to say that seeking the face of God is synonymous to seeking the

teaching of the Lord (71°7 RIDPIX 1W2aN), to seek His Torah, and by doing so this welcomes His presence
into our lives. This is consistent with the Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:2.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:2

Rabbi Chanina, the Deputy High Priest, says: Pray for the welfare of the government, for
were it not for the fear of it, man would swallow his fellow alive. Rabbi Chananya ben
Teradyon says: Two who are sitting together and there are no words of Torah [spoken] be-
tween them, this is a session of scorners, as it is said (Psalms 1:1): “[Happy is the man who
has] not . . . sat in the session of the scorners.” But two who are sitting together and there
are words of Torah [spoken] between them, the Divine Presence rests with them, as it is said
(Malachi 3:16): “Then those who feared the Lord spoke one with another, and the Lord hear-
kened and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before Him, for those who feared
the Lord and for those who thought upon His Name.” | have no [Scriptural support for this]
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except [in a case of] two. From where [is there proof that] that even [when there is only] one
[person studying Torah], the Holy One, blessed be He, determines a reward for him? As it
is said (Lamentations 3:28): “He sits alone and is silent, since he takes [a reward] for it.”

The significance of our studying God’s Word is found in the invitation of the Lord into our lives, as both
the rabbis and the psalmist are teaching, this causes the presence of God to dwell in our midst because not
only are we studying God’s Word, we are also seeking to put His Word into practice, to have His word in
our hearts and in our lives. The psalmist calls out for us to give thanks, by bringing to memory what the
Lord has done. He states that the praise of the Lord, of His glory, is found in the memory of what He has

done according to Tehillim / Psalms 105:5-7, 27728 ¥ 1 :19-209Wn1 1PNON Ty WK 1PRIRGDI NI 17
done, His marvels and "thé"judgments uttered by His mouth, 105:6 O seed of Abraham, His servant, O sons
of Jacob, His chosen ones! 105:7 He is the Lord our God; His judgments are in all the earth. (NASB) The
Torah continually speaks to us about remembering what the Lord has done for us.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 5:15
5:15 “You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God
brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord

your God commanded you to observe the sabbath day. (NASB, YIX2 07 72¥ °2 121 0

:N2W)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 8:2

8:2 “You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness
these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or not. (NASB, W/ 7773-22-NX §7911 2
YN 72372 WR-NY NYT? ANI7 ANIY TYR7 12TR2 MY DY A T A1 7900
:X2-OX [pivn] 1niyn)

Devarim / Deuteronomy 9:7

9:7 ‘Remember, do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilder-
ness; from the day that you left the land of Egypt until you arrived at this place, you have

been rebellious against the Lord. (NASB, °72X 71-N§ ROYRI-WR DR N2WA-5K% 951 1

Im-0Y DN 00 NI OYPRE-TY DNA-TY 00N TN | DRE-YN oPI-1mY N2703)

Note how the remembering is connected to obedience to the command. The giving of the Holy Spirit of God
is meant for the remembering, and empowering to overcome sin, just as Yeshua said, “But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remem-
brance all that | have said to you.”” (John 14:26) ““And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do
not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you
who speak, but the Holy Spirit.”” (Mark 13:11) Remembering all the Lord God of Israel has done for us is
foundational for living our lives according to the Scriptures. For instance, we will have no power to forgive
if we forget what the Lord God has done for us. Remembering what the Lord has done in the past is vital for
living by faith in the future. And the Bible is filled with summaries that recount God’s powerful activity in
the past to spur us on to faith with a hopeful expectation of the Lord working in our lives in the future. This
gives us a reason to live and for hope! It is for this reason we are told, from generation to generation, we are
instructed to remember what the Lord has done. This is so from one generation to the next, we do not forget

the love of our God! The Scriptures state the Lord God of Israel does not forget saying, in*12 07397 721 1
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K> 09I M2 XD PP AP TRYN I INPIYA DFAN-NR N2 WY 0 T A28 M 3T
1020701 227 W12 TIR-NY AR 77 MR 105:8 He has remembered His covenant forever, The word which
He commanded to a thousand generations, 105:9 The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath
to Isaac. 105:10 Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 105:11
Saying, ‘“To you | will give the land of Canaan As the portion of your inheritance,” (NASB) The Aramaic

Targum states, TI™P1 ° PAX™D NP1 OAN2R QY WA T 0 1PI709KRY TR0 0AND 0P vy 0T N

DNIOAR 2TV IVIDT RYIR N° AR T2 M7 R0 09V 0P HRIWO? RITA? 2pv°0 105:8 He remembered
his covenant forever; he commanded a word for a thousand generations. 105:9 That which he made with
Abraham, and his covenant with Isaac. 105:10 And he established it for Jacob as a decree, for Israel as a
perpetual covenant. 105:11 Saying, ““To you | will give the land of Canaan as the lot of your inheritance.”
(EMC) What this teaches us is that the Lord keeps His everlasting covenant and He remembers what He
had done in the past, which effects the future. Note that the Torah teaches us having direct contact with
God does not necessarily have a lasting impact on people. For example, consider how the people run out,
shortly after Sinai, to worship the Golden Calf. Their commitment to the Lord and to His word was more
of a fleeting momentary thing, in the emotion of the moment they accepted God’s Mitzvot, but through the
course of a few short days, a month, or more, they turned to do as they wanted and created and served a
false god. Why do you think the people did this, especially after having seen the great signs and wonders
of God to deliver them from Egypt? In the rabbinic literature, the rabbis compare Moshe and Ezra, saying
Ezra was worthy of giving the Torah to Isracl had Moses not preceded him (Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 21b).
The comparison comes by reason of the people who returned from captivity in Babylon, and the parallel of
the people coming from captivity in Egypt. Both sets of peoples did not have God’s word, and so both pre-
sented themselves, one in Jerusalem under Ezra, and one before Sinai under Moshe. Both groups accepted
the Torah as a way of life. The assembly of people in Jerusalem however seemed to make a whole-hearted
covenant with God as compared to the people’s acceptance of the Torah at Sinai. One major difference be-
tween the assembly in Jerusalem as compared to the one at Sinai is that, as Ezra read the Torah, there were
men of learning, who knew Hebrew and Aramaic and who explained the Scriptures ““so that the people
understand it”” (Nehemiah 8:7-13). An important thing to note is that having heard the word of God, the
people rush out afterwards to perform one of the commands they had just heard. The difference is that those
who were in Jerusalem appear to be taking on the Torah for themselves, making it their own, and integrating
God’s word into their lives. This was not what took place in the lives of the people at Sinai. Remember,
in the Torah there was the thread of death to those who would reject the Torah, and life to those who would
accept it. Note that no covenant under Jewish law itself is valid if accepted under a threat. Therefore, it was
by free-will the covenant was made with the people where in Ezra’s case the people “asked” to have the
law read to them, and the leaders helped the people to understand God’s word, and went out to perform the
command, meaning they sought to live God’s word, to put it into practice. Are we being taught this today?
Is this being emphasized in churches today?

The message of the Torah is for all mankind and the Lord desires that we seek Him in His words, to draw
near, and to walk in His footsteps by living our lives for Him according to His word. The rabbis say that be-
fore the Lord gave the Torah to Israel, He had offered it to the other nations, but they refused it. In addition,
there is a particular significance to the place the Torah was given to Israel, the Lord revealed it in the “extra-
territorial desert,” whereby contained in this act of giving Torah, He had simultaneously given His word in
all the 70 languages, so that men of all nations would have a right to it. The rabbis teach a universalism of
the Torah for all peoples, which is coupled to the teaching of the inseparability of Israel and the Torah. One
rabbi held that the concept of Israel existed in God’s mind even before He created the Torah. Yet, were it not
for her accepting the Torah, Israel would not be *““chosen,” nor would she be different from all the idolatrous
nations. Saadiah Gaon (a rationalist) expounded on these rabbinic teachings in a rationalist way stating that
the ethical and religious-intellectual beliefs imparted by the Torah are all attainable by human reason. He
held that the Torah is divisible into two parts, (i) commandments which, in addition to being revealed, are
demanded by reason (e.g., prohibitions of murder, fornication, theft, lying), and (ii) commandments whose
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authority is revelation alone (e.g., Sabbath and dietary laws), but which generally are understandable in
terms of some personal or social benefit attained by their performance. The rationalist opinion, which is
also a modern approach in many ways to God’s word, is that the Shabbat and the Kashrut have no spiritual
benefits to their performance. In the period between Saadiah and Maimonides, most Jewish writers who
speculated on the nature of the Torah continued in this rationalist tradition. We can see today, in the church,
this rationalist approach is also employed on certain Scriptures, those that are believed to not apply as op-
posed to those that are believed to apply to life. I conclude this is the result of one living a theology, as
opposed to living what is taught in the Scriptures. Are you know the difference between teaching a theology
as opposed to teaching Scripture?

The palmist continues saying, 7277727 *13-28 >33 10970° X 172 093 LY T9PR N apPdna
109297 7Py 121 RWYH OIR m0In-XD 7 10X Y-8 105:12 When they were only a few men in number,
Very few, and strangers in it. 105:13 And they wandered about from nation to nation, From one kingdom
to another people. 105:14 He permitted no man to oppress them, And He reproved kings for their sakes.
(NASB) The psalmist speaks of the remnant the Lord keeps for Himself. Does the Lord keep for Himself a
remnant today? What does it mean to be a remnant of God’s people today? ““Remnant” means that which
remains of an original body or substance. As the word remnant is used in reference to God’s people, it re-
fers to those who are faithful to His original truth despite apostasy and opposition. Isaiah states in Isaiah
1:9. “Except the Lord of hosts had left us a very small remnant, we should have been like as Sodom, and
we should have been like unto Gomorrah.” Therefore, among the people professing religious faith, the
remnant is a reference to a relatively small minority. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 9:27. “Though
the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved.” The Lord God
of Israel assigns a high value to those of His people whom He had set aside for holy purposes. Those He
labels as “remnants,” are those whom the Lord has placed in their hearts to sanctify their lives for the glory
of God. The process of sanctification, is related to how we guard our lives, what we do, how we live, and
this comes by reason of the Mitzvot in the Torah. It is important also to realize that the remnant of people
mentioned in the Scriptures do not need to be specifically called out as a remnant to know one is the last
of the few faithful people who are remaining. Two examples in the Torah where the word remnant is not
described, are Noah and his family being the remnant saved out of the millions on the earth before the flood
(see Bereshit / Genesis 6) and Lot and his two daughters surviving the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
Both of these examples show they were a very small remnant, indeed (see Bereshit / Genesis 19). The Lord
God told Elijah when he despaired that he was the only one left in Israel who had not bowed down to Baal,
God assured him that He had reserved a remnant of 7,000 “whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and
all whose mouths have not kissed him”” (see 1 Kings 19). Do you consider yourself a remnant today? If so,
what are the criteria that you use for such a belief and claim?

The psalmist speaks of the Lord protecting His anointed ones saying,v *X°2317) *7°Wn2 Win-58 0
:WIR-98 105:15 ‘Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets no harm.” (NASB) Note that this
verse has nothing to do with questioning the teachings of leaders. In this context, rather, the words ““do not
touch” (W3n-7X) and “do no harm” (WW7A-9X) is a reference to inflicting physical harm upon someone and

specifically upon the one the Lord has chosen, or his special people. The words 1W30-7X occurs two other
places in the Scriptures:

Bamidbar / Numbers 16:26

16:26 and he spoke to the congregation, saying, ‘Depart now from the tents of these wicked
men, and touch nothing that belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all their sin.’
(NASB)

D7 W22 WANTOR) A7RD DOYYIT DOWIRT V70K PYR KI 17I0 K7 A7YI7OR 0210
:DNRBI™?232 199N
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1 Chronicles 16:22
16:22 ‘Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets no harm.” (NASB)

D 1YINTOR PRI TWNI WX

In the narrative on Parashat Korach, we are told that these rebellious men, all of their belongings have lead
them to sin in Moshe’s instruction to not touch anything that belongs to them for the danger of being swept
away in all their sin. The phrase “touch not the Lord’s anointed” may specifically be a reference to David’s
hesitance to not kill King Saul when the opportunity arose. In the historical account of David’s life, he had
many opportunities to kill King Saul but he chose not to. Choosing to allow the Lord to work in Saul’s life,
and not take matters into his own hands was a matter of righteousness. Although Saul was referred to as
“God’s anointed,” Saul was still held accountable for his actions and his words.
The psalm continues saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 105:16-37

105:16 And He called for a famine upon the land; He broke the whole staff of bread. 105:17
He sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 105:18 They afflicted his feet
with fetters, He himself was laid in irons; 105:19 Until the time that his word came to pass,
The word of the Lord tested him. 105:20 The king sent and released him, The ruler of peoples,
and set him free. 105:21 He made him lord of his house And ruler over all his possessions,
105:22 To imprison his princes at will, That he might teach his elders wisdom. 105:23 Israel
also came into Egypt; Thus Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 105:24 And He caused His
people to be very fruitful, And made them stronger than their adversaries. 105:25 He turned
their heart to hate His people, To deal craftily with His servants. 105:26 He sent Moses His
servant, And Aaron, whom He had chosen. 105:27 They performed His wondrous acts among
them, And miracles in the land of Ham. 105:28 He sent darkness and made it dark; And they
did not rebel against His words. 105:29 He turned their waters into blood And caused their
fish to die. 105:30 Their land swarmed with frogs Even in the chambers of their kings. 105:31
He spoke, and there came a swarm of flies And gnats in all their territory. 105:32 He gave
them hail for rain, And flaming fire in their land. 105:33 He struck down their vines also and
their fig trees, And shattered the trees of their territory. 105:34 He spoke, and locusts came,
And young locusts, even without number, 105:35 And ate up all vegetation in their land, And
ate up the fruit of their ground. 105:36 He also struck down all the firstborn in their land,
The first fruits of all their vigor. 105:37 Then He brought them out with silver and gold, And
among His tribes there was not one who stumbled. (NASB)

Y M A0Y 2RI TY? WK D7 MY T AW ORP-T9R-22 PIRG-Y W RN TV
TPR-M2Y 5 AAN9IR AW NWR 127-K2 NY-TY 00 w01 A2 2102 [1937] 17931 9222
"1 W12 YW TOR? 35 :i13p-223 2Wm 2% TR IR XD annon 0wy Y R
PPIRR XY TR MY-NR DN T :D0-YIND 93 2PY D8R ORWI XA 30 :0Im IR
D2-MY 13 :13-902 WK TR 7Y AW N 13 117293 921007 MY RIW? 027 797 1D
7907 03 :[1127] TN2T-NY WK UL YN MY 1D 1o pIND oOn9m1 YRINK 137
27y RN WY R? DI VTR DOVTIDY DWW P D :ONIT-NY N1 OT7 DPRR-NN
Y'Y 73071 ODINNT 0393 T 37 DY NIAF7 WR 712 OPRWA 103 27 :09123-223 033
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Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 105:16-37

105:16 And he proclaimed a famine against the land; he broke every support of food. 105:17
He sent a wise man before them; Joseph was sold as a slave. 105:18 They afflicted his feet
with chains; a collar of iron went on his soul. 105:19 Until the time when his word came true;
the word of the Lord purified him. 105:20 He sent a king and freed him; a ruler of peoples,
and he set him free. 105:21 He made him master of his house, and ruler of all his property.
105:22 To bind his princes to, as it were, his soul; and he grew wiser than his elders. 105:23.
And Israel came to Egypt, and Jacob dwelt in the land of Ham. 105:24 And he made his
people very numerous, and made it stronger than its oppressors. 105:25 Their heart was
changed to hate his people, to plot evil things against his servants. 105:26 He sent Moses
his servant, Aaron, with whom he was pleased. 105:27 They set among them the decrees of
his signs, and wonders in the land of Ham. 105:28 He sent darkness and darkened them,
and they did not rebel against his word. 105:29 He turned their water into blood, and killed
all their fish. 105:30 Their land crawled with frogs in the chambers of their kings. 105:31
He spoke, and brought swarms, vermin in all their territory. 105:32 He gave their rain as
hail, blazing fire in their land. 105:33 And he smote their vines and their figs, and smashed
the trees of their territory. 105:34 He spoke, and brought locusts, and grasshoppers without
number. 105:35 And they obliterated all the grass in their land, and consumed the fruits of
their land. 105:36 And he smote every firstborn in Egypt, the beginning of all their strength.
105:37 And he brought them out with silver and with gold, and they did not quarrel with the
Egyptians about the weight. (EMC)

JATIR RT72VY 291 723 PAPATR ATW T 1020 RATY TOU0 9O RYIR DY KIDI 1979K1 99X 10
K297 AAND RART JT°¥ 7V 07 PWHI2 NPV H1797 00 M9 RNDWIW2A IRV 101907
TN 5V N2 T RD T NDY RONVA J0RW WY PR TW D DY PI0 MY
=¥7n% DROWY XNKY 3D Q2NN M20 1) W01 I 0112027 10017 20 IR 902 v
7D IOV 12 PPN RIMY PAY DY WOORY T3 :OnT RYINA TPV DM JUOINN
1D 112 OVINRT AR 7072V W2 T A0 10 M172Y DY WA RawnD oy 10nY 110a°
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The psalmist uses the example of Joseph, saying, NY-7¥ 1> :3W93 782 2172 [1237] 231 9292 3y
:ITNDIX 71T NNN 17127-KX2 105:18 They afflicted his feet with fetters, He himself was laid in irons; 105:19
Until the time that his word came to pass, The word of the Lord tested him. (NASB) 1t is interesting how
the rabbis interpret these Scriptures in the Targum translation saying, 27797 W *173°7 RNV R 17

PN 7710 70T X2 TPAND RNKT 1TV Y V0 iPWo1a NV 105:18 They afflicted his feet with chains; a
collar of iron went on his soul. 105:19 Until the time when his word came true; the word of the Lord purified
him. (EMC) Note how Joseph had a collar of iron on his soul. Radak interprets this in the following way:
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Radak on Genesis 49:23:2
17179m, they embittered his life throwing him into jail for at least two years, as we know

from Psalms 105:18 ,3w51 7IX2 27172 1937 9202 1Y “his feet were subjected to fetters, an
iron collar was put on his neck.”

This placing of the collar on his neck, the MT states /93 7782 2172 “iron goes into / comes / enters his
nefesh (soul).” This is a reference to his fleshly will, he was placed in irons so that he could not do as he
willed. The purpose was for the word of the Lord to purify him (Targum) the word of the Lord tested him
(MT). Does the word of the Lord test you today? Remembered something, both Yeshua (John 15:3) and
Paul (Ephesians 5:26) spoke of the purifying word. Again, this emphasizes the rabbinic dictate on the sig-
nificance of studying Torah (Mishnah Pirkei Avot 3:2).

The psalmist continues with a summary of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, and then Moshe who the
Lord has chosen (105:26). The psalmist continues by summarizing the events of the exodus and the power
of God to deliver Israel from Egypt (105:27-37). In Tehillim / Psalms 105:37, the psalmist states that the
people went out with silver and gold and there were none who stumbled. What is the type of stumbling
that might occur due to gold and silver? In Matthew 17:27 Yeshua said the following, ““However, so that
we do not offend them, go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and when
you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for you and Me.” (NASB) Yeshua
and the disciples were asked about the tax and whether they paid or not. He said that in order not to offend
them, Yeshua performed a miracle and provided the tax money pulling a coin out of the mouth of a fish. The
offense comes by way of stumbling due to money. Greed can lead many astray, however, based upon the
psalm, the people carried away a great amount of wealth, of gold and silver. The Egyptians were essentially
paying the people to go away and so they would find favor in the eyes of God. The people having taken the
money did not stumble. The Aramaic Targum states, 105:37 And he brought them out with silver and with
gold, and they did not quarrel with the Egyptians about the weight. (EMC) which seems to following this
interpretation, the people did not stumble asking for more money and allowing greed to overtake them.

The psalm concludes saying, WX 077 1y W19 ©7 :07°7Y 0709 993-°2 DNRYI DX My o
1212 21 73 NIPE 1070 O A2 NME MDD XD [0 DY O W RPVORY B 7 TR
0°nK? P01 073 NN 077 190 TA P PHI-NK 7302 WY Y XY 30 9729 0778-NN TR 12708

S99 178 10NN RO MY | MMaya  an W 105:38 Egypt was glad when they departed, For the
dread of them had fallen upon them. 105:39 He spread a cloud for a covering, And fire to illumine by night.
105:40 They asked, and He brought quail, And satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 105:41 He opened
the rock and water flowed out; It ran in the dry places like a river. 105:42 For He remembered His holy word
With Abraham His servant; 105:43 And He brought forth His people with joy, His chosen ones with a joyful
shout. 105:44 He gave them also the lands of the nations, That they might take possession of the fruit of the
peoples’ labor, 105:45 So that they might keep His statutes And observe His laws, Praise the Lord! (NASB)
The Aramaic Targum states the following:

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 105:38-45

105:38 The Egyptians rejoiced when they left, for fear of them had fallen upon them. 105:39
He spread out the clouds like a curtain, and fire to give light at night. 105:40 They asked
for flesh and he brought quail; and he will satisfy them with the bread of heaven. 105:41
He opened the rock and water flowed; it went into the dry places like a river. 105:42 For he
remembered his holy utterance with Abraham his servant. 105:43 And he brought out his
people in joy, his chosen ones with praise. 105:44 And he gave to them the lands of the Gen-
tiles; and they will inherit the labor of the peoples. 105:45 In order that they might keep his
ordinances, and observe his Torah. Hallelujah! (EMC)

12 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 105 | 7p 29770 790 —

“R? RDWRY RN9°) TP 0199 7°009 02 RV NIRRT 991 21X PIpD A2 RN N 10
12RTI RIPY D XD PIDVIIWY RONWT RAMPI PI1°0D SNORI RID2IPRY 7 1XVH2 R
3 ITPTAY OIOAR OV 0T PWTIR 90N N0 DT 1R 2 IR TP RNNND 10990 R0
TR N RN MY PRRY VIR PP 200 T 7912 DY RDNAWINA TITA PRV POON)

19990 110010 NIRRT PR N

It is interesting how the psalmist states that the Lord had sent His people out with joy and the people shouted
joyfully. This is a significant statement because, for the most part, during the entire journey, the people were
very discontented and complained constantly. The psalm states that the Lord gave Israel even the land of
the nations, so that she might keep the statutes and commandments. In Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:1, Moshe
stated the following:

Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:1
4:1 “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to per-
form, so that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the

God of your fathers, is giving you. (NASB, D 09W»3-28) DPRI0-28 YU ORI 1Ay X
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The psalm interprets these words in Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:1 in the sense that the people are to remember
the extraordinary power of God to deliver them in both mercy and judgment towards the nation that come
against the children of Abraham. Moshe calls upon the entire assembly to keep in memory what the Lord
has done, and to take heed of the Mitzvot (commands) so that they may enter into the Land of Promise.
Notice how the people of God, their conduct is very important in regards to receiving the promises of God.
The Torah is designed such that by the mercy of God, we are given time to perform Teshuvah (repent) and
turn back to the way of the Lord, to be obedient to the laws of God, in the land they are promised and even
in the land they are living in the diaspora, and only then will His people live peacefully and happy. Do you
see the significance today in these things and how the Lord works in our lives? If you are seeking healing,
or some powerful move of God in your life, and you are not seeing anything happen, could this be because
these things are lacking in your life as a child of God?

The divine statutes and judgments were created as a guide to live by, and our happiness is dependent
upon these things. In the Apostolic Writings, we are told in the Messiah Yeshua, and by the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, we are empowered in God’s peace, and in His Joy (happiness by) that is coupled to overcoming
sin. The Torah is related to the worship and service of the Lord God of Israel, all of which are obligatory
and the duty of all men to obey! Even the nations will receive recompense on the individual level and at the
national scale for their disobedience their servitude to unrighteousness and injustice. These concepts are
consistent with those of the prophets, (i,.e, Hosea and Jeremiah) that true faith rests upon the knowledge of
God, where the people sinned because of their not understanding the heart of what the Lord God wants for
life, and thus perishing for a lack of knowledge. (Hosea 4:6) Our existence depends upon whether we are
striving for God’s ways and walking in Teshuvah (Repentance) as opposed to sinning and neglecting what
the Lord wants for us. The preservation of our identity as the people of God is dependent upon whether we
place at the center of our lives the Lord God of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua. The fact of the matter is
Israel preserved her identity among the nations and survived the influences of this world by her obedience
to the Torah. The same may be said of us in todays modern falling away from the truth of the Scriptures!
Let us study and put into practice the Word of God! Let’s Pray!
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Heavenly Father,

Great and merciful are You O Lord! Your works are mighty and powerful to seek and to save us from
death. Have mercy upon us for we are a sinful people. We seek to serve You all the days of our lives. Lord
help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have faith in Yeshua, a devotion to Your Word, and
to love our neighbor each day. We thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to
us. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your
Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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