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Man, a Combination of Neshamah (i%w21) and Nefesh (wo1)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 104:1-35, the Psalm opens saying, 7177°-NX 91 °272 X
VD DY I AnTW IR AUY 2w 07T 70 TR 2973 2098 7170 A Psalm of David 104:1 Bless
the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, You are very great; You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 104:2
Covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a tent curtain. (NASB) The Lord
is described here as powerful and as the creator. His ways are above our ways as the Psalmist continues
saying, 104:3 He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters; He makes the clouds His chariot; He
walks upon the wings of the wind; :05%? WX 1RIWR NIMIN 12897 7YY 7 104:4 He makes the winds His
messengers, Flaming fire His ministers. 104:5 He established the earth upon its foundations, So that it will
not totter forever and ever. (NASB) David states in the best way that he can and in the way that he under-
stands, the Lord is the creator. He speaks of the Lord making the winds His messengers who are as flaming

fire. It is interesting how he uses the word 117 in reference to His messengers. The Hebrew rfiach ($377) has
the meanings “wind, spirit, breath,” but the traditional Jewish interpretation here is “wind,”” as “spirit,” as
it is related to God’s messengers of fire. David continues describing the creation saying, the Lord covers the
deep with a garment (104:6), He rebukes the waters and they flee (104:7), the mountains rose (104:8), and
the Lord set the boundary of the earth (104:9). It is the Lord who sends forth rains and springs (104:10), and
He sustains beasts (104:11), birds (104:12), and man with the vegetation of the earth (104:14). In this way
it is the Lord who produces wine making man’s heart glad (104:15), he feeds and waters the trees (104:16),
and provides a place for the birds to roost (104:17), and for the wild goats to dwell (104:18). The Lord made
the sun and moon for seasons (104:19), and night time for the predators to seek their prey (104:21). The
Lord provides all of these things so man may go out to work (104:23), and may recognize how the Lord is
awesome and wise (104:24). The psalm concludes saying, 104:31 Let the glory of the Lord endure forever;
Let the Lord be glad in His works; 104:32 He looks at the earth, and it trembles; He touches the mountains,
and they smoke. 104:33 | will sing to the Lord as long as | live; I will sing praise to my God while | have
my being. 104:34 Let my meditation be pleasing to Him; As for me, I shall be glad in the Lord. 104:35 Let
sinners be consumed from the earth And let the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul. Praise the
Lord! (NASB)
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Tehillim / Psalms 104

A Psalm of David 104:1 Bless the
Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God,
You are very great; You are clothed
with splendor and majesty, 104:2
Covering Yourself with light as with
a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a
tent curtain. 104:3 He lays the beams
of His upper chambers in the waters;
He makes the clouds His chariot; He
walks upon the wings of the wind,;
104:4 He makes the winds His mes-
sengers, Flaming fire His ministers.
104:5 He established the earth upon its
foundations, So that it will not totter
forever and ever. 104:6 You covered it
with the deep as with a garment; The
waters were standing above the moun-
tains. 104:7 At Your rebuke they fled,
At the sound of Your thunder they hur-
ried away. 104:8 The mountains rose;
the valleys sank down To the place
which You established for them. 104:9
You set a boundary that they may not
pass over, So that they will not return
to cover the earth. 104:10 He sends
forth springs in the valleys; They flow
between the mountains; 104:11 They
give drink to every beast of the field;
The wild donkeys quench their thirst.
104:12 Beside them the birds of the
heavens dwell; They lift up their voic-
es among the branches. 104:13 He
waters the mountains from His upper
chambers; The earth is satisfied with
the fruit of His works. 104:14 He caus-
es the grass to grow for the cattle, And
vegetation for the labor of man, So that
he may bring forth food from the earth,
104:15 And wine which makes man’s
heart glad, So that he may make his
face glisten with oil, And food which
sustains man’s heart. 104:16 The trees
of the Lord drink their fill, The cedars
of Lebanon which He planted, (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 104

A Psalm of David 104:1 Bless, O my
soul, the name of the Lord. O Lord my
God, you are greatly exalted; you have
put on praise and splendor. 104:2 Who
wraps himself in light like a sheet, who
stretches out the heavens like a curtain.
104:3 Who covers his chambers with
water like a building with beams; who
placed his chariot, as it were, upon swift
clouds; who goes on the wings of an ea-
gle. 104:4 Who made his messengers as
swift as wind; his servants, as strong as
burning fire. 104:5 Who lays the foun-
dation of the earth upon its base, so that
it will not shake for ages upon ages.
104:6 You have covered over the abyss
as with a garment; and the waters split
on the mountains, and endure. 104:7
At your rebuke, they will flee, flowing
down; at the sound of your shout, they
will be frightened, pouring themselves
out. 104:8 They will go up from the
abyss to the mountains, and descend to
the valleys, to this place that you found-
ed for them. 104:9 You have placed a
boundary for the waves of the sea that
they will not cross, lest they return to
cover the earth. 104:10 Who releases
springs into rivers; they flow between
the mountains. 104:11 They water all
the wild animals; the asses will break
their thirst. 104:12 The birds of heav-
en will settle on them; they will give
out a sound of singing from among the
branches. 104:13 Who waters the moun-
tains from his upper treasury; the earth
will be satisfied with the fruit of your
deeds. 104:14 Who makes grass grow
for beasts, and herbs for the cultivation
of the son of man, that bread may come
forth from the earth; 104:15 And wine
that gladdens the heart of the son of
man, to make the face shine by oil; and
bread will support the heart of the son of
man. 104:16 The trees that the Lord cre-
ated are satisfied, the cedars of Lebanon
that he planted: (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 104

A Psalm of David. 104:1 Bless the
Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, thou
art very great; thou hast clothed thy-
self with praise and honour: 104:2 who
dost robe thyself with light as with a
garment; spreading out the heaven as
a curtain. 104:3 Who covers his cham-
bers with waters; who makes the clouds
his chariot; who walks on the wings of
the wind. 104:4 Who makes his angels
spirits, and his ministers a flaming fire.
104:5 Who establishes the earth on her
sure foundation: it shall not be moved
for ever. 104:6 The deep, as it were a
garment, is his covering: the waters
shall stand on the hills. 104:7 At thy re-
buke they shall flee; at the voice of thy
thunder they shall be alarmed. 104:8
They go up to the mountains, and
down to the plains, to the place which
thou hast founded for them. 104:9
Thou hast set a bound which they shall
not pass, neither shall they turn again
to cover the earth. 104:10 He sends
forth his fountains among the valleys:
the waters shall run between the moun-
tains. 104:11 They shall give drink
to all the wild beasts of the field: the
wild asses shall take of them to quench
their thirst. 104:12 By them shall the
birds of the sky lodge: they shall utter
a voice out of the midst of the rocks.
104:13 He waters the mountains from
his chambers: the earth shall be satis-
fied with the fruit of thy works. 104:14
He makes grass to grow for the cattle,
and green herb for the service of men,
to bring bread out of the earth; 104:15
and wine makes glad the heart of man,
to make his face cheerful with oil: and
bread strengthens man’s heart. 104:16
The trees of the plain shall be full of
sap; even the cedars of Libanus which
he has planted. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 104

104:17 Where the birds build their nests,
And the stork, whose home is the fir
trees. 104:18 The high mountains are
for the wild goats; The cliffs are a ref-
uge for the shephanim. 104:19 He made
the moon for the seasons; The sun knows
the place of its setting. 104:20 You ap-
point darkness and it becomes night, In
which all the beasts of the forest prowl
about. 104:21 The young lions roar after
their prey And seek their food from God.
104:22 When the sun rises they with-
draw And lie down in their dens. 104:23
Man goes forth to his work And to his
labor until evening. 104:24 O Lord,
how many are Your works! In wisdom
You have made them all; The earth is
full of Your possessions. 104:25 There
is the sea, great and broad, In which are
swarms without number, Animals both
small and great. 104:26 There the ships
move along, And Leviathan, which You
have formed to sport in it. 104:27 They
all wait for You To give them their food
in due season. 104:28 You give to them,
they gather it up; You open Your hand,
they are satisfied with good. 104:29 You
hide Your face, they are dismayed; You
take away their spirit, they expire And re-
turn to their dust. 104:30 You send forth
Your Spirit, they are created; And You
renew the face of the ground. 104:31 Let
the glory of the Lord endure forever; Let
the Lord be glad in His works; 104:32
He looks at the earth, and it trembles; He
touches the mountains, and they smoke.
104:33 I will sing to the Lord as long as
I live; I will sing praise to my God while
I have my being. 104:34 Let my medi-
tation be pleasing to Him; As for me, I
shall be glad in the Lord. 104:35 Let sin-
ners be consumed from the earth And let
the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord,
O my soul. Praise the Lord! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 104

104:17 Where the birds make nests;
the stork’s dwelling is in the cypresses.
104:18 The high mountains are for the
wild goats; the rocks are security for
the conies. 104:19 He made the moon
to calculate times by; the sun knows the
time of his setting. 104:20 You will make
darkness and it will be night; in it all the
beasts of the forest creep about. 104:21
The offspring of lions roar to find food,
and to seek their sustenance from God.
104:22 The sun will shine, they gather to-
gether; and they lay down in their dwell-
ing place. 104:23 A son of man will go
forth to his work and to his cultivation,
until the sunset of evening. 104:24 How
many are your works, O Lord! You have
made all of them in wisdom; the earth
is full of your possessions. 104:25 This
sea is great and broad in extent; creep-
ing things are there without number, both
tiny creatures and large. 104:26 There the
ships go about, [and] this Leviathan you
created for the sport of the righteous at
the supper of his dwelling place. 104:27
All of them rely on you to give their
food in its time. 104:28 You will give
it to them, and they gather it; you will
open your hand, and they are satisfied
with goodness. 104:29 You will remove
your presence, they are dazed; you will
gather their spirit and they expire, and re-
turn to their dust. 104:30 You will send
out your holy spirit and they are created;
and you will make new the surface of the
earth. 104:31 May the glory of the Lord
be eternal; the Lord will rejoice in his
works. 104:32 Who looks at the earth,
and it shakes; he draws near to the moun-
tains, and they emit smoke. 104:33 I will
sing praise in the presence of the Lord
during my life; I will make music to my
God while I exist. 104:34 May my talk
be pleasing in his presence; I will rejoice
in the word of the Lord. 104:35 The sin-
ners will be destroyed from the earth, and
wicked exist no longer. Bless, O my soul,
the name of the Lord. Hallelujah! (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 104

104:17 There the sparrows will build
their nests; and the house of the heron
takes the lead among them. 104:18 The
high mountains are a refuge for the stags,
and the rock for the rabbits. 104:19 He
appointed the moon for seasons: the sun
knows his going down. 104:20 Thou
didst make darkness, and it was night;
in it all the wild beasts of the forest will
be abroad: 104:21 even young lions roar-
ing for prey, and to seek meat for them-
selves from God. 104:22 The sun arises,
and they shall be gathered together, and
shall lie down in their dens. 104:23 Man
shall go forth to his work, and to his la-
bour till evening. 104:24 How great are
thy works, O Lord! in wisdom hast thou
wrought them all: the earth is filled with
thy creation. 104:25 So is this great and
wide sea: there are things creeping innu-
merable, small animals and great. 104:26
There go the ships; and this dragon whom
thou hast made to play in it. 104:27 All
wait upon thee, to give them their food in
due season. 104:28 When thou hast giv-
en it them, they will gather it; and when
thou hast opened thine hand, they shall
all be filled with good. 104:29 But when
thou hast turned away thy face, they shall
be troubled: thou wilt take away their
breath, and they shall fail, and return to
their dust. 104:30 Thou shalt send forth
thy Spirit, and they shall be created; and
thou shalt renew the face of the earth.
104:31 Let the glory of the Lord be for
ever: the Lord shall rejoice in his works;
104:32 who looks upon the earth, and
makes it tremble; who touches the moun-
tains, and they smoke. 104:33 I will sing
to the Lord while I live; I will sing praise
to my God while I exist. 104:34 Let my
meditation be sweet to him: and I will re-
joice in the Lord. 104:35 Let the sinners
fail from off the earth, and transgressors,
so that they shall be no more. Bless the
Lord, O my soul. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 104:1-35, the Psalm opens saying, 71777-NX 91 °272 N
STV DoAY VI YWD IR TYY 2 WA 077 790 78D 2773 2098 137 A Psalm of David 104:1 Bless
the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, You are very great; You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 104:2
Covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a tent curtain. (NASB) The Lord is
described here as powerful and as the creator. Note how David speaks to his soul to bless the Lord using the

word 93 as opposed to M7 meaning “wind,” “breath,” or “spirit.”” The Lord God of Isracl made Adam
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as a combination of spirit and flesh. Judaism teaches that man possesses two souls, a ““divine” soul called
the neshamah (772W1) and the “animal’ soul called the nefesh (W91) based upon Bereshit / Genesis 2:7 (T
T WESY DTN "I 070 AW PON NN TTNG-T) 0¥ DTRT-NY D9Y 1 987, Both the nefesh
and the neshamah are mentioned in Bereshit / Genesis 2:7 (Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath {neshamah, 7nWw1} of life; and man became a living being
{nefesh, wo1}.) Judaism teaches that the word neshamah (i71W%3) for breath in Bereshit / Genesis 2:7 is a
reference to the divine soul, where the biblical text states the Lord God of Israel breathed into man. This is
the reference to the part of man that has the desire to draw near to the Lord. In the Apostolic Writings, this is
referred to as the “*spirit” of a man. According to the theology of Paul, this spirit within a man is dead until
it is made alive by salvation through faith in the Messiah, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of God. King
Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 12:7 “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return
to God who gave it,” so the idea is that the neshamah (divine soul) leaves its abode in heaven to dwell in
the human body. It is the combination of the neshamah and the nefesh that produce the personality of each
individual. David said 727w IR 70V 2 :pWA? 170 77 TR BT 00K 70 M3-N8 WR1 002 R
;Y7772 0MY Y1 A Psalm of David 104:1 Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, You are very great;
You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 104:2 Covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, Stretching
out heaven like a tent curtain. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 778 7° 717177 RAW N° W1 °2°72 X
JRNYOT 777 ROAW ANNT RITO T RITIA0INAT 2 IRDWIIR RN R RTI? XRNDTANR A Psalm
of David 104:1 Bless, O my soul, the name of the Lord. O Lord my God, you are greatly exalted; you have
put on praise and splendor. 104:2 Who wraps himself in light like a sheet, who stretches out the heavens
like a curtain. (EMC) He used the words /9] 272 making reference to the non-spiritual aspect of his soul,
calling out to his soul to bless the Lord God of Israel. To magnify the Lord God in heaven, and to recognize
His majesty and splendor because He is the creator of all things. This calling of the soul to the service of
worship is very significant because it should be a daily aspect of our lives to give glory to the Lord not only
in our deeds but also by our thought-life.

The psalmist states that His ways are above our ways as he continues saying, °0¥*7y 0°%2 7pn3 3
=02 702990-0Y YR TOY 17 bR WR PRI NI IR WY T mIN-"012-5Y T2anT 12100 002y-0w
2731 09V vinn 104:3 He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters; He makes the clouds His
chariot; He walks upon the wings of the wind; :072 WX DW» NIMN PR 7YY 7104:4 He makes the
winds His messengers, Flaming fire His ministers. 104:5 He established the earth upon its foundations, So
that it will not totter forever and ever. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 1127 X31°1°2 7777 X°»2 27507 3
R o7 PNTI0 VTR TAVT T IRWOI OD1D DF DIRT IONIN T PP 1PV DY MWT MNT0OR KO3
NPV ONoYY YITN RDT 70°02 MDY RYIR 0% 0T 77XV KWK 7 POOPN MWW 104:3 Who covers
his chambers with water like a building with beams; who placed his chariot, as it were, upon swift clouds;
who goes on the wings of an eagle. 104:4 Who made his messengers as swift as wind; his servants, as strong
as burning fire. 104:5 Who lays the foundation of the earth upon its base, so that it will not shake for ages
upon ages.(EMC) David states in the best way that he can and in the way that he understands, the Lord is
the creator. In addition, He speaks of the Lord making the winds His messengers who are as flaming fire.
It is interesting how he uses the word 117 (ruach) in reference to His messengers. The Hebrew word ruach
means “wind,” ““breath,” or *“*spirit” and truth and is the manner in which Job used this word saying, ““As
long as I have life within me, the breath (ruach) of God in my nostrils” (Job 27:3). The word rtach (717),
the traditional Jewish interpretation is ““wind,” as ““spirit,” as it is related to God’s messengers of fire. If
we consider the NT (Apostolic Writings) connection, ruach as a reference to the neshamah, the divine soul,
David is speaking of the Lord setting on fire this aspect of man, his divine soul, that part that has come from
God, as His ministers. This is related to a distinctive change at the center of a persons life that is connected
to one’s relationship with God. A parallel thought may be found in the act of obedience to the command as
it is related to sin, Teshuvah (Repentance), and the Mikvah (baptism). The Mikvah was a physical demon-
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stration of a believers faith to turn his life over to the Lord, of his death to sin, and his returning to the way,
the commands of God to walk in newness of life. This is the testimony of each believer, to be changed by
God in a unique way and to live a life that has overcome sin by the power of God. These things appear to
be related to the New Covenant that we have in the Messiah, as Yohanan HaMatbil (John the Baptist) said
in Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, and Luke 3:16.

Matthew 3:11

3:11 “As for me, | baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is
mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire.”” (NASB)

Mark 1:8
1:8 ““I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”” (NASB)

Luke 3:16

3:16 John answered and said to them all, ““As for me, | baptize you with water; but One is
coming who is mightier than I, and | am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (NASB)

John speaks of a time when the Messiah will come, in which he will baptize us with the Holy Spirit of God

and with fire. Note the connection to the neshamah (77W21) the divine soul, to our relationship with God,
seeking Him and His will for our lives, and our relationships with others. The baptism of the Holy Spirit,
this setting on fire comes by seeking first the kingdom of heaven and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33).
Could this be the underlying principle in regard to how the Lord will be working in our lives, reviving and

raising us from the dead by the renewing of the neshamah, 772W3, which then causes us to have the desire
to live according to God’s Word? Could the power of God being held back because of these things being
lacking in the modern Church today? Isaiah said in Isaiah 4:4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of
the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and
the spirit of burning (NASB) Here he mentions the pride of Isracl and a day coming when the Lord will
bring the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning upon the people. What is the spirit of burning? Could
this be a conviction of heart and soul concerning sin? Rambam on the Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1 Part 1 has
the following to say.

Rambam on Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1 Part 1

“... Rather, there are those that say that the sun will approach them and burn them, and their
proof to this is from that which is stated (Malachi 3:19), “behold [the sun of] the day is
coming, burning like a furnace.” And there are some that say that a strange heating up will
begin in their bodies and burn them, and their proof to this is from that which it states (Isaiah
33:11), “your spirit is fire, it shall consume you.”” And the revival of the dead is from the main
fundamental principles of Moshe, our teacher - peace be upon him. And there is no religion
and no attachment to the Jewish religion for the one who does not believe [in] this. But it is
[only] for the righteous, and so [too] is [this found in] the language of Bereishit Rabbah,
“The power of rain is for the righteous and for the evildoers, but the revival of the dead is
only for the righteous.” And how should the evildoers be revived - as they are dead even in
their lifetime? And so [too] did they say (Berakhot 18b), “Evildoers are called dead even in
their lives, righteous people are called living even in their death.” And you should know that
man, per force, must die and decompose and return to what he is composed of. The days of
the Messiah, however, is the time when rulership will return to Israrel and that they will go
back to the land of Israel and that this king will be very great, and the seat of his rulership
will be in Zion (Jerusalem)...”
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Note how Rambam states the resurrection (revival) of the dead is a fundamental principle of Moshe our
teacher. Moshe brought the Torah to Israel, and this holy Word of God. Where in the Torah does Moshe
teach resurrection? The turning from sin is equated to the revival of the dead because of the renewing of the

neshamabh, 717w 3, which causes us to have the desire to live according to God’s Word. Isaiah said the Lord’s
Spirit is fire, and for the one whom the Lord dwells, the Holy Spirit will set his life on fire both in power
and in deed for the glory of God.

David describes the creation to demonstrate the power and majesty of God according to the Masoretic
Text and the Tagrum translations in the following way.

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 104:6-24

104:6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; The waters were standing above the
mountains. 104:7 At Your rebuke they fled, At the sound of Your thunder they hurried away.
104:8 The mountains rose; the valleys sank down To the place which You established for
them. 104:9 You set a boundary that they may not pass over, So that they will not return to
cover the earth. 104:10 He sends forth springs in the valleys; They flow between the moun-
tains; 104:11 They give drink to every beast of the field; The wild donkeys quench their
thirst. 104:12 Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell; They lift up their voices among the
branches. 104:13 He waters the mountains from His upper chambers; The earth is satisfied
with the fruit of His works. 104:14 He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, And vegeta-
tion for the labor of man, So that he may bring forth food from the earth, 104:15 And wine
which makes man’s heart glad, So that he may make his face glisten with oil, And food which
sustains man’s heart. 104:16 The trees of the Lord drink their fill, The cedars of Lebanon
which He planted, 104:17 Where the birds build their nests, And the stork, whose home is
the fir trees. 104:18 The high mountains are for the wild goats; The cliffs are a refuge for the
shephanim. 104:19 He made the moon for the seasons; The sun knows the place of its setting.
104:20 You appoint darkness and it becomes night, In which all the beasts of the forest prowl
about. 104:21 The young lions roar after their prey And seek their food from God. 104:22
When the sun rises they withdraw And lie down in their dens. 104:23 Man goes forth to his
work And to his labor until evening. 104:24 O Lord, how many are Your works! In wisdom
You have made them all; The earth is full of Your possessions. (NASB)
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Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 104:6-24

104:6 You have covered over the abyss as with a garment; and the waters split on the moun-
tains, and endure. 104:7 At your rebuke, they will flee, flowing down; at the sound of your
shout, they will be frightened, pouring themselves out. 104:8 They will go up from the abyss
to the mountains, and descend to the valleys, to this place that you founded for them. 104:9
You have placed a boundary for the waves of the sea that they will not cross, lest they return
to cover the earth. 104:10 Who releases springs into rivers; they flow between the mountains.
104:11 They water all the wild animals; the asses will break their thirst. 104:12 The birds of
heaven will settle on them; they will give out a sound of singing from among the branches.
104:13 Who waters the mountains from his upper treasury; the earth will be satisfied with
the fruit of your deeds. 104:14 Who makes grass grow for beasts, and herbs for the culti-
vation of the son of man, that bread may come forth from the earth; 104:15 And wine that
gladdens the heart of the son of man, to make the face shine by oil; and bread will support
the heart of the son of man. 104:16 The trees that the Lord created are satisfied, the cedars
of Lebanon that he planted: 104:17 Where the birds make nests; the stork’s dwelling is in the
cypresses. 104:18 The high mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are security for the
conies. 104:19 He made the moon to calculate times by; the sun knows the time of his setting.
104:20 You will make darkness and it will be night; in it all the beasts of the forest creep
about. 104:21 The offspring of lions roar to find food, and to seek their sustenance from God.
104:22 The sun will shine, they gather together; and they lay down in their dwelling place.
104:23 A son of man will go forth to his work and to his cultivation, until the sunset of eve-
ning. 104:24 How many are your works, O Lord! You have made all of them in wisdom; the
earth is full of your possessions. (EMC)
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In Tehillim / Psalms 104:7-9, David states that the waters stood above the mountains which sounds like a
reference to the flood. David says at the rebuke of the Lord the waters fled, the mountains rose, and the
valleys sank down to the place established for them. This sounds a lot like plate tectonics. Plate tectonics
is a scientific theory describing the large-scale motion of 7 large plates and the movements of a larger num-
ber of smaller plates of the Earth’s lithosphere. The theoretical model builds on the concept of continental
drift developed during the first few decades of the 20th century. The geo-scientific community accepted
plate-tectonic theory after sea-floor spreading was validated in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Some be-
lieve the plate movement occurred very rapidly over a short period of time when the earth was covered with
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water, and was the mechanism for the ““receding” of the waters and the lifting of the continents following
Noah’s flood. The relative movement of the plates today typically ranges from zero to 100 mm annually.
The psalmist’s descriptions of the mountains raising and the valleys sinking are amazing, and are something
that has been validated by observable science according to the plate tectonic theory and continental drift.
God’s Word is very reliable!

David continues describing the creation saying, the Lord covers the deep with a garment (104:6), He
rebukes the waters and they flee (104:7), the mountains rose (104:8), and the Lord set the boundary of the
earth (104:9). It is the Lord who sends forth rains and springs (104:10), and He sustains beasts (104:11),
birds (104:12), and man with the vegetation of the earth (104:14). In this way it is the Lord who produces
wine making man’s heart glad (104:15), he feeds and waters the trees (104:16), and provides a place for
the birds to roost (104:17), and for the wild goats to dwell (104:18). The Lord made the sun and moon for
seasons (104:19), and night time for the predators to seek their prey (104:21). The Lord provides all of these
things so man may go out to work (104:23), and may recognize how the Lord is awesome and wise (104:24).

David then proceeds concluding in his psalm with the reasons why the Lord is to be praised saying the
following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 104:31-35

104:31 Let the glory of the Lord endure forever; Let the Lord be glad in His works; 104:32
He looks at the earth, and it trembles; He touches the mountains, and they smoke. 104:33
I will sing to the Lord as long as | live; I will sing praise to my God while | have my being.
104:34 Let my meditation be pleasing to Him; As for me, | shall be glad in the Lord. 104:35
Let sinners be consumed from the earth And let the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, O my
soul. Praise the Lord! (NASB)

AIYYN DR YR TYIM PIR? 00T 29 pyna A1 mew 07y i Tin om XY
MA 9 T2 MWK IR MW VY 27 77 072 T0RY TRIK 02 A2 AR A0
IAN997 AIM-NX WO 072 APR TV | VYT PIRG-T2 | o°Run

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 104:31-35

104:31 May the glory of the Lord be eternal; the Lord will rejoice in his works. 104:32 Who
looks at the earth, and it shakes; he draws near to the mountains, and they emit smoke.
104:33 1 will sing praise in the presence of the Lord during my life; I will make music to my
God while | exist. 104:34 May my talk be pleasing in his presence; | will rejoice in the word
of the Lord. 104:35 The sinners will be destroyed from the earth, and wicked exist no longer.
Bless, O my soul, the name of the Lord. Hallelujah! (EMC)
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 104:31-35

104:31 Let the glory of the Lord be for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in his works; 104:32 who
looks upon the earth, and makes it tremble; who touches the mountains, and they smoke.
104:33 I will sing to the Lord while I live; I will sing praise to my God while | exist. 104:34
Let my meditation be sweet to him: and | will rejoice in the Lord. 104:35 Let the sinners fail
from off the earth, and transgressors, so that they shall be no more. Bless the Lord, O my
soul. (LXX)
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The rabbis translate in the Targum that we are to rejoice in the Word (memra) of the Lord. Do you rejoice in
God’s word today? The Targum Johnathan on Deuteronomy 28:63 states that the Lord God rejoices over us.

Targum Johnathan on Deuteronomy 28:63

119729 277 RV OT0 1770 11007 ARION 1ONIAVING 11377y 0T RV V10T X2 0
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AN7 And as the Word of the Lord rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply you, so

will He rejoice (in sending) against you strange nations to destroy and make you desolate,
and you shall be uprooted from the land which you are going to possess.

Notice how the Lord God rejoices over us who obey His words. This is the interpretation, by applying
God’s Word to our lives, not only are we rejoicing in God’s word, the Lord God of Israel is also rejoicing in
His word which was created from the beginning as a way of life for us, and to bring glory to the Name of
God. The Targum is a translation of Devarim / Deuteronomy 28:63 which states ““And as the LORD once
delighted in making you prosperous and many, so will the LORD now delight in causing you to perish and
in wiping you out; you shall be torn from the land that you are about to enter and possess.” Rashi interprets

this saying, ‘71 W°w° 19 SO WILL THE LORD MAKE your enemies REJOICE 02°%y OVER YOU, 7°2R:1?
12 TO DESTROY [YOU] (Megillah 10b). 2nndi1is an expression denoting ““uprooting™. Similar is, (Prov-

erbs 15:25) “The Lord will uproot (1710°) the house of the haughty”.”” Our rejoicing in the Lord, in His word,
is also synonymous to our living humble lives for the Lord God in heaven in righteousness, holiness, justice,
and truth, which produces an effect upon the nations. The nations will see the love God has for us, as well
as our applying God’s word to love our enemies and to tread them with justice and truth. This will have the
effect of drawing the nations to the Lord God of Israel (Isaiah 2). The advantage of living for the glory of
the Lord is in the ability to draw the lost, the nations, ultimately to faith in the Lord God of Israel and to faith
in His Messiah Yeshua. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

Great and merciful are You O Lord! Your works are mighty and powerful to seek and to save us from
death. Have mercy upon us for we are a sinful people. We seek to serve You all the days of our lives. Lord
help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have faith in Yeshua, a devotion to Your Word, and
to love our neighbor each day. We thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises and to
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us. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our lives. We praise Your
Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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