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What we do in this life DOES Matter!

T InTthisTweek’sTstudyTfromTTehillim / Psalms 97:1-12,TtheTPsalmTopensTsaying,Tאֶָ ץlָTiֵתָּגTְךiָָמTlָוlֹhְTTTא 
T:ehִּב ַTehִּאִיTּמְחו  hִ 97:1 The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be glad. (NASB)  In thisשְֹ
psalm,TtheTpsalmistTcallsTuponTtheTislandsTtoTrejoiceTbeforeTtheTLordTascribingTtheTanthropomorphicTpropertyT
ofTspeechTandTmovement.TTTheTpsalmistTcontinuesTsaying,TׁאֵשTTTגT:ֹכְִּ אוTמְכוֹןTוּמִשְׁפָּטTדֶק ֶTוhָבhִב ְTi/ֶ ֲָוַעTעָנָןTTTב 
hֵמִלְִּ/נTlָוlֹhְThֵמִלְִּ/נTּנָמַסּוTכַּדּוֹנַגTeh ִlָTTTl  :אֶָ ץlָTiֵוַתָּחTliֲָא ָTiֵתֵּבTוhָבְָ קTּו hִאlֵTTTדT:וh ָ ָTבhִב ָTטlֵiַiְּוTְךiֵֵּתTוhָנ/ָiְ 
T:אֶָ ץlָ-iָּכT97:2 אֲדוֹן Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; Righteousness and justice are the foundation 
of His throne. 97:3 Fire goes before Him And burns up His adversaries round about. 97:4 His lightnings lit 
up the world; The earth saw and trembled. 97:5 The mountains melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, 
At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. (NASB)TTWhyTdoTtheTScripturesTdescribeTtheTLordTasThavingT
cloudsTandTthickTdarknessTsurroundingTtheTLord?TTTheTTorahTalsoTprovidesTthisTdescriptionTatTtheTmountainT
ofTSinai.TTIsTHisTgloryTtoTbeTconcealed?TTThisTisTparalleledTtoTGod’sTrighteousnessTandTjustice.TTAreTHisTrigh-
teousnessTandTjusticeTconcealedTasTwell?TTTheTpsalmTcontinuesTsaying,Tehִּעַמlָ-iָכTּוְָ אוTֹדְקו ִTehִַשָּׁמlַTּדוhִּגlִTTTו 
T:ֹ97:6 כְּבוֹדו The heavens declare His righteousness, And all the peoples have seen His glory. (NASB)  Note 
theTparallelTtoTtheTLord’sTwordsTfollowingTtheTrejectionTofTtheTpeopleTtoTenterTtheTPromisedTLandTandTtheT
LordTsayingTtheyTsawTHisTgloryTandTwillTnotTenterTintoTtheirTinheritance.TTTheTpsalmistTsays,T-iָּכT|TּבשׁוhֵTTT—
מַחT|Tִ יּוֹןTוַתָּגiְֵנTlָבְּנוlhְTiֹוּדiְTlָמַעַןTמִשְׁפָּטhֶךָ  עֹבְדlַTi ֶ/ֶThֵמTehiִiְlַiְִּבָּאlִTehiִhiֱִשְׁתַּחֲווּ-iוTֹכiָּ-אֱלT:ehlִֹחTTTשָׁמְעTlָוַתִּשְֹ
T:ehlִֹאֱל-iָּכ-iַעTiָhiֲֵנַעTמְאֹדTאֶָ ץlָ-iָּכ-iַעTוֹןhiְֶעTlָוlֹhְTlָּאַת-hִּכTTTטT:lָוlֹhְ 97:7 Let all those be ashamed who serve 
graven images, Who boast themselves of idols; Worship Him, all you gods. 97:8 Zion heard this and was 
glad, And the daughters of Judah have rejoiced Because of Your judgments, O Lord. 97:9 For You are the 
Lord Most High over all the earth; You are exalted far above all gods. (NASB)TTUltimately,TinTtheTendTallTwillT
worshipTtheTLordTGodTinTheavenTasTLordToverTall.TTTheTPsalmTconcludesTsaying,T ֵשֹׁמTע ָTּנְאו  TTThאlֲֹבlֹhְThֵוTlָשִֹ
מְחוTַּ דhִּקTehִבlֹhַּוTlָוlְוֹדוiְTֵּ—כֶ  מְחhT:lָבTTTשִֹ  נְַ/שׁוTiֹחֲִ hדhָוTמִיַּדTְ שָׁעhַTehִצhT:eiֵhִּאTTTאוֹ Tָ—ֻ עiַTַצַּדhִּקTוhִiְּשְֵׁ iֵ-hבTשִֹ
 Hate evil, you who love the Lord, Who preserves the souls of His godly ones; He delivers them 97:10 קָדְשׁוֹ:
from the hand of the wicked. 97:11 Light is sown like seed for the righteous And gladness for the upright in 
heart. 97:12 Be glad in the Lord, you righteous ones, And give thanks to His holy name. (NASB)  

Aramaic               ελληνικός      Greek         ארמי                  Hebrew       עברית        
ספר תהלים פרק צז

מְחוּ  אlֹhְTTTוTlָמiָָךTְתָּגlָTiֵאֶָ ץhִTשְֹ
 אִיTehִַּ בT:ehִּבTTTעָנָןTוַעֲָ ֶ/Tiְ בhִבhָו
 ֶ דֶקTוּמִשְׁפָּטTמְכוֹןTכְִּ אוֹ:TגTTTאֵשׁ
   iְָ/נhָוTתiֵֵּךTְוlֵiַiְּטTָ בhִבh ָ ָTו:Tד
iֵוַתָּח Tliֲָא ָ Tiֵתֵּב Tוhָבְָ ק Tּו hִאlֵ 

lָאֶָ ץ:

סםר טוביה פרק צז
־אlhTTוTlמiךiTדוץTא עאhTחדוןTנג
־וואןT גhעhן׃TTבTTעננhThק אTואמhט
 iאTח—ו Tח—ו TדTlhiTh דקiאTודhנא
אשא T Tג T T׃lh  כו Tמכוון Thד T iא 
ומש בב Tבאli ומ Tךili Thקדמו 
־ח—ו Tח—ו Tמעhקוh׃TTדTTמנh lןTב 
קוiThבTiחמTiואiחiחTiiא עא׃

ΨΑΛΜΟΙ 97
97:1TτῷTΔαυιδTὅτεTἡTγῆTαὐτοῦTκαθίσταταιT
ὁT κύριοςT ἐβασίλευσενT ἀγαλλιάσθωT
ἡT γῆT εὐφρανθήτωσανT νῆσοιT πολλαίT
97:2T νεφέληT καὶT γνόφοςT κύκλῳT αὐτοῦT
δικαιοσύνηT καὶT κρίμαT κατόρθωσιςT τοῦT
θρόνουTαὐτοῦT97:3TπῦρTἐναντίονTαὐτοῦT
προπορεύσεταιTκαὶTφλογιεῖTκύκλῳTτοὺςT
ἐχθροὺςTαὐτοῦT97:4TἔφανανTαἱTἀστραπαὶT
αὐτοῦTτῇTοἰκουμένῃTεἶδενTκαὶTἐσαλεύθηT
ἡTγῆT
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lָוlֹhְThֵמִלְִּ/נTּנָמַסּוTכַּדּוֹנַגTeh ִlָTTTl 
hִּגlִ T T Tו T:אֶָ ץlָ-iָּכ Tאֲדוֹן Thֵ־מִלְִּ/נ
ehִּעַמlָ-iָכTּוְָ אוTֹדְקו ִTehִַשָּׁמlַTּדו 
i ֶ/ֶThֵעֹבְד-iָּכT|TּבשׁוhֵTTT—T:ֹכְּבוֹדו 
 lַמTehiִiְlַiְִּבָּאlִTehiִhiֱִשְׁתַּחֲווּ-iוֹ
מַח וַתִּשְֹ Tlָשָׁמְע T T Tח T:ehlִֹאֱל-iָּכ 
iְמַעַן Tlָוּדlhְ Tiֹבְּנו Tlָנiְֵוַתָּג Tיּוֹן ִ T| 
lָוlֹhְTlָּאַת-hִּכTTTטT:lָוlֹhְTָךhֶמִשְׁפָּט 
iָhiֲֵנַע Tמְאֹד Tאֶָ ץlָ-iָּכ-iַע Tוֹןhiְֶע 
lָוlֹhְ Thֵבlֲֹא T T Th T:ehlִֹאֱל-iָּכ-iַע 
חֲִ hדhָו Tiֹנְַ/שׁו T ֵשֹׁמ Tע ָ Tּנְאו  שִֹ
 מִיַּדTְ שָׁעhַTehִצhT:eiֵhִּאTTTאוֹ Tָ—ֻ עַ
hב T:lָמְח שִֹ Tבiֵ-h ְֵׁשhִiְּו Tקhִּצַּדiַ   
מְחוTַּ דhִּקTehִבlֹhַּוTlָוlְוֹדוiְTֵּ—כֶ   שִֹ

 קָדְשׁוֹ:

מן Tמ וןih Tשעוא Tךhl Tאh טו T Tl 
  קדlhTeוTlמןTקדh TeבוןTכTiא עא׃
lhiדק Tמ ומא Thiאנג Tןhhנih T Tו 
—TT׃lh קhאTאhעממTאhעמTiכTחמוןhו  
 hבilוןTכi/Tiחi h/ThאTדמשiבחhן
עמhא Tiכ Thקדמו Tגדון hו Tאiבטעו 
־/iחThטעוiא׃TTחTTשמעTiוחדTiוח
בנiא Tן hhוד Tוןh ד Tאiשhכנ Tiאhד 
  דבlhTihודTlמןTבגTiiדhנhhךlhTוl׃
iכTiעTlאihעTlוlhTואlTiאTeא וTTט 
iכTiעTihiעiאTחדאiTא עאThבih 
 דחhiא׃TThTT חhמhאTדlhוTl נוTבhש
hדוh ח Tiנ/ש T hנט T h hדק Tiמטו 
  מןTאhדlhוןTד שhעTh /hThאhנון׃hTTא
h iiוTאhקhד iT טמhומTדנחT וl־נ
  hiThבאTחדווא׃hTTבTTחדוןT דhקhא
eשוTדוכ ןiTואודוןTlוlhדTמ אhבמ 

קודשlh׃

97:5T τὰT ὄρηT ἐτάκησανT ὡσεὶT κηρὸςT
ἀπὸTπροσώπουTκυρίουTἀπὸTπροσώπουT
κυρίουTπάσηςTτῆςTγῆςT97:6TἀνήγγειλανT
οἱT οὐρανοὶT τὴνT δικαιοσύνηνT αὐτοῦT
καὶTεἴδοσανTπάντεςTοἱTλαοὶTτὴνTδόξανT
αὐτοῦT 97:7T αἰσχυνθήτωσανT πάντεςT
οἱT προσκυνοῦντεςT τοῖςT γλυπτοῖςT οἱT
ἐγκαυχώμενοιTἐνTτοῖςTεἰδώλοιςTαὐτῶνT
προσκυνήσατεTαὐτῷTπάντεςTοἱTἄγγελοιT
αὐτοῦT 97:8T ἤκουσενT καὶT εὐφράνθηT
ΣιωνT καὶT ἠγαλλιάσαντοT αἱT θυγατέρεςT
τῆςT ΙουδαίαςT ἕνεκενT τῶνT κριμάτωνT
σουT κύριεT 97:9T ὅτιT σὺT εἶT κύριοςT ὁT
ὕψιστοςT ἐπὶT πᾶσανT τὴνT γῆνT σφόδραT
ὑπερυψώθηςTὑπὲρTπάνταςTτοὺςTθεούςT
97:10TοἱTἀγαπῶντεςTτὸνTκύριονTμισεῖτεT
πονηρόνT φυλάσσειT κύριοςT τὰςTψυχὰςT
τῶνTὁσίωνTαὐτοῦTἐκTχειρὸςTἁμαρτωλῶνT
ῥύσεταιT αὐτούςT 97:11T φῶςT ἀνέτειλενT
τῷT δικαίῳT καὶT τοῖςT εὐθέσιT τῇT καρδίᾳT
εὐφροσύνηT97:12TεὐφράνθητεTδίκαιοιT
ἐπὶT τῷT κυρίῳT καὶT ἐξομολογεῖσθεT τῇT
μνήμῃTτῆςTἁγιωσύνηςTαὐτοῦT
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Tehillim / Psalms 97
97:1TTheTLordTreigns,TletTtheTearthT
rejoice;T LetT theTmanyT islandsT beT
glad.T97:2TCloudsTandTthickTdark-
nessT surroundT Him;T Righteous-
nessT andT justiceT areT theT founda-
tionTofTHisTthrone.T97:3TFireTgoesT
beforeT HimT AndT burnsT upT HisT
adversariesT roundT about.T 97:4T
HisT lightningsT litT upT theT world;T
TheTearthTsawTandTtrembled.T97:5T
TheT mountainsT meltedT likeT waxT
atT theT presenceT ofT theT Lord,T AtT
theT presenceT ofT theT LordT ofT theT
wholeT earth.T 97:6T TheT heavensT
declareT HisT righteousness,T AndT
allTtheTpeoplesThaveTseenTHisTglo-
ry.T97:7TLetTallTthoseTbeTashamedT
whoT serveT gravenT images,T WhoT
boastT themselvesT ofT idols;T Wor-
shipTHim,TallTyouTgods.T97:8TZionT
heardTthisTandTwasTglad,TAndTtheT
daughtersTofTJudahThaveTrejoicedT
BecauseT ofT YourT judgments,T OT
Lord.T97:9TForTYouTareT theTLordT
MostTHighToverTallTtheTearth;TYouT
areT exaltedT farT aboveT allT gods.T
97:10THateTevil,TyouTwhoTloveTtheT
Lord,TWhoTpreservesTtheTsoulsTofT
HisTgodlyTones;THeTdeliversTthemT
fromT theT handT ofT theT wicked.T
97:11TLightTisTsownTlikeTseedTforT
theTrighteousTAndTgladnessTforTtheT
uprightTinTheart.T97:12TBeTgladTinT
theTLord,TyouTrighteousTones,TAndT
giveT thanksT toT HisT holyT name.T
(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 97
97:1TTheTLordTreigns,TletTtheTearthT
rejoice,TletTtheTmanyTislesTbeTglad.T
97:2TCloudsTofTgloryTandTdarknessT
areTaroundThim;TrighteousnessTandT
justiceT areT theT placeT whereT hisT
throneTisTset.T97:3TFireTwillTgoTbe-
foreThim,TandT itTburnsTaroundThisT
oppressors.T97:4THisTlightningsTil-
luminateTtheTworld;TtheTearthTsawT
andTtrembled.T97:5TTheTmountainsT
willTmeltTlikeTwaxTinTtheTpresenceT
ofTtheTLord,TinTtheTpresenceTofTtheT
masterT ofT allT theT earth.T 97:6TTheT
angelsTofTtheTheightTwillTtellTofThisT
righteousness,TandTallTtheTpeoplesT
willT seeT hisT glory.T 97:7TAllT whoT
worshipT idolsT willT beT ashamed,T
whoT prideT themselvesT onT aT falseT
god;TandTallTtheTpeoplesTwhoTwor-
shipTaTfalseTgodTwillTbowTdownTinT
hisT presence.T 97:8T TheT assemblyT
ofT ZionT hasT heardT andT rejoiced,T
andTtheTdaughtersTofTtheThouseTofT
JudahTexult,TbecauseTofTyourTjudg-
ments,TOTLord.T 97:9TForTyouT areT
theTLord,TtheTsupremeToneToverTallT
theT inhabitantsT ofT theT earth;T youT
areT greatlyT exaltedT overT allT thatT
isTrevered.T97:10TOTyouTwhoTloveT
theT Lord,T hateT evil,T becauseT theT
AlmightyTprotectsTtheTsoulsTofThisT
piousTones;TfromTtheThandsTofTtheT
wickedTheTwillTdeliverTthem.T97:11T
LightThasTshoneTandTisThiddenTforT
theTrighteous,TandTjoyTforT theTup-
rightT ofT heart.T 97:12T BeT glad,T OT
righteous,TinTtheTwordTofTtheTLord,T
andTgiveTthanksTatTtheTmentionTofT
hisTholyTname.T(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 97
ForTDavid,TwhenThisTlandTisTestab-
lished.T 97:1TTheT LordT reigns,T letT
theT earthT exult,T letT manyT islandsT
rejoice.T97:2TCloud,TandTdarknessT
areT roundT aboutT him;T righteous-
nessTandT judgmentTareT theTestab-
lishmentT ofT hisT throne.T 97:3T FireT
shallTgoTbeforeThim,TandTburnTupT
hisTenemiesTroundTabout.T97:4THisT
lightningsTappearedTtoTtheTworld;T
theTearthTsaw,TandTtrembled.T97:5T
TheT mountainsT meltedT likeT waxT
atTtheTpresenceTofTtheTLord,TatTtheT
presenceTofTtheTLordTofTtheTwholeT
earth.T97:6TTheTheavensThaveTde-
claredT hisT righteousness,T andT allT
theT peopleT haveT seenT hisT glory.T
97:7T LetT allT thatT worshipT gravenT
imagesT beT ashamed,T whoT boastT
ofTtheirTidols;TworshipThim,TallTyeT
hisT angels.T 97:8T SionT heardT andT
rejoiced;TandTtheTdaughtersTofTJu-
deaTexulted,TbecauseTofTthyTjudg-
ments,TOTLord.T97:9TForTthouTartT
LordTmostThighToverTallTtheTearth;T
thouTartTgreatlyTexaltedTaboveTallT
gods.T97:10TYeTthatTloveTtheTLord,T
hateT evil;T theT LordT preservesT theT
soulsTofThisTsaints;TheTshallTdeliv-
erTthemTfromTtheThandTofTsinners.T
97:11T LightT isT sprungT upT forT theT
righteous,T andT gladnessT forT theT
uprightTinTheart.T97:12TRejoiceTinT
theT Lord,T yeT righteous;T andT giveT
thanksT forT aT remembranceT ofT hisT
holiness.T(LXX)

T InTthisTweek’sTstudyTfromTTehillim / Psalms 97:1-12,TtheTPsalmTopensTsaying,Tאֶָ ץlָTiֵתָּגTְךiָָמTlָוlֹhְTTTא 
T:ehִּב ַTehִּאִיTּמְחו  hִ 97:1 The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be glad. (NASB)  Theשְֹ
psalmistTcallsTuponTtheTislandsTtoTrejoiceTbeforeTtheTLordTascribingTtheTanthropomorphicTpropertyTofTspeechT
andTmovement.TTTheTwordTanthropomorphismTcomesTfromTtwoTGreekTwords,T(i)TanthroposT(man)TandT(ii)T
morpheT(form).TTTherefore,TanTanthropomorphismTisTwhenTtheTLordTGodTappearsTtoTusTorTmanifestsTHimselfT
toTusTinThumanTformTorTevenTattributesTtoTHimselfThumanTcharacteristics.TTOnkelos,TtheTauthorTofTtheTTargumT
OnkelosT(AramaicTTranslationTofTtheTTorah),ToftenTrendersTtheTnameTofTtheTLordTusingTsubstitutionsTsuchTasT
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“the glory of the Lord,” “the Word of the Lord,”TandT“the fear of the Lord.”TTSimilarly,TheTtranslatesT“He 
saw”TandT“He knew,”TreferringTtoTtheTLordTasT“it was revealed before Him,” theTphraseT“He went down” 
isTtranslatedTasT“He revealed Himself,”TandT“He heard”TbecomesT“it was heard before Him,”TandTotherT
similarTexamplesTmayTbeTfoundTinTtheTAramaicTTranslationTofTtheTTanach.TTIfTtheTsameTverbTisTusedTinTtheT
ScripturesTtoTdescribeTanTactionTofTGodTandTofTman,TOnkelosTusesTtwoTdifferentTwordsTinTorderTtoTdistinguishT
clearlyTbetweenTtheTLordTGodTinTheavenTandTmankindT(examplesTmayTbeTfoundTinTBereshit / Genesis 32:29, 
40:8, Shemot / Exodus 14:31, etc).TTInTtheTRabbinicTliterature,TatTtimesTtheTrabbisTalsoTutilizeTanthropomor-
phicT languageT inTorderT toTdriveThomeTaTmoralT lesson.T TForTexample,T theTLordTGod’sT“descent” onto the 
MountainTofTSinaiTisTusedTtoTdescribeTtheTfollowingTexhortation,T“Let a man always learn from his Creator, 
for here the Holy One blessed be He forsook all of the mountains and high hills and caused His presence to 
rest on the lowly Mt. Sinai” (Talmud Bavli Sotah 5a).TTSimilarly,TonTtheTthirdTdayTafterTtheTcircumcisionTofT
Abraham,TtheTrabbisTsay,T“the Holy One blessed be He said to the ministering angels: Let us go down and 
visit the sick man.”TTTheTfollowingTareTaTfewTbiblicalTexamplesTonTtheTuseTofTanthropomorphisms.

Biblical examples

1. HumanTactions:THeTchangedTHisTmind,Trelented,Tremembered,Trested.

• Shemot / Exodus 32:14, “So the Lord changed His mind about the harm which 
He said He would do to His people.”

• 2 Samuel 24:16, “When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to de-
stroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity, and said to the angel who destroyed 
the people, “It is enough! Now relax your hand!”

• Bereshit / Gen. 9:16, “When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is on the earth.”

• Bereshit / Gen. 2:2, “And by the seventh day God completed His work which 
He had done; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had 
done.”

2. HumanTemotions:Tsorrow,Tjealousy,Tpity,Tregret.

• Bereshit / Gen. 6:6, “And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, 
and He was grieved in His heart.”

• Shemot / Exodus 20:5, “You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord 
your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on 
the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me.”

• Judges 2:18, “...for the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning because of 
those who oppressed and afflicted them.”

• 1 Samuel 15:35, “And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death; 
for Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord regretted that He had made Saul king 
over Israel.”

3. HumanTphysique:Thands,Tface,Tmouth,Teyes,Tarm.
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• Shemot / Exodus 7:5, “And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst.”

• Bamidbar / Numbers 6:24, “The Lord make His face shine on you, and be gra-
cious to you.”

• Tehillim / Psalm 33:6, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by 
the breath of His mouth all their host.”

• Tehillim / Psalm 34:15, “The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, and His 
ears are open to their cry.”

• Tehillim / Psalm 89:10, “Thou Thyself didst crush Rahab like one who is slain; 
Thou didst scatter Thine enemies with Thy mighty arm.”

T TheTuseTofTanthropomorphismsTisTnotTforeignTtoTtheTbible.TTInTtheTopeningTverseTofTTehillim / Psalms 
97,TtheTauthorTofTtheTpsalmTspeaksTofTtheTislandsTbeingTgladTbeforeTtheTLord.TTTheTpsalmistTdescribesTtheT
majestyTofTGodTusingTanthropomorphismsTforTtheTislandsTtoTgiveTpraiseTtoTtheTLordTsaying,iֵתָּגTְךiָָמTlָוlֹhְTTTא 
T:ehִּב ַTehִּאִיTּמְחו   lָ 97:1 The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be glad. (NASB)אֶָ ץhִTשְֹ
TheTmajesty,Tpower,TandTgloryTofTGodTisTrecognizedTofTHisTcreation,TevenTtheTislandsTthemselvesTgiveTgloryT
andTrejoiceTbeforeTtheTLord,TunlikeTmanTwhoTchoosesTtoTignoreTandTnotTgiveTcreditTwhereTcreditTisTdue,TourT
maker.TTTheTpsalmist’sTuseTofTtheTanthropomorphismTisTtoTemphasizeTtheTdifferenceTbetweenTmanTandTGod’sT
creation,TandTtheTstubbornnessTofTmanTtoTacknowledgeTtheTLordTreignsTandTtoTrejoiceTbecauseTofTwhoTHeTis,T
merciful,Tpatient,Tloving,TandTkind.T
T TheTpsalmistTcontinuesTsaying,Tבhִב ָTטlֵiַiְּוTְךiֵֵּתTוhָנ/ָiְTׁאֵשTTTגT:ֹכְִּ אוTמְכוֹןTוּמִשְׁפָּטTדֶק ֶTוhָבhִב ְTi/ֶ ֲָוַעTעָנָןTTTב 
T:אֶָ ץlָ-iָּכTאֲדוֹןThֵמִלְִּ/נTlָוlֹhְThֵמִלְִּ/נTּנָמַסּוTכַּדּוֹנַגTeh ִlָTTTl  :אֶָ ץlָTiֵוַתָּחTliֲָא ָTiֵתֵּבTוhָבְָ קTּו hִאlֵTTTדT:וh ָ ָ 97:2 
Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne. 97:3 
Fire goes before Him And burns up His adversaries round about. 97:4 His lightnings lit up the world; The 
earth saw and trembled. 97:5 The mountains melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, At the presence of 
the Lord of the whole earth. (NASB)TTWhyTdoTtheTScripturesTdescribeTtheTLordTasThavingTcloudsTandTthickT
darknessTsurroundingTtheTLord?TTIfTtheTLordTisTaTGodTofTlightTasTreferringTtoTrighteousness,Tholiness,TandT
truth,TwhyTisTHeTdescribedTasTbeingTshroudedTinTdarkness?TTMaimonidesTdescribesTtheTreasonTinTtheTfollow-
ingTway.

The Guide for the Perplexed, Part 3, 9:1
THE corporeal element in man is a large screen and partition that prevents him from per-
fectly perceiving abstract ideals: this would be the case even if the corporeal element were 
as pure and superior as the substance of the spheres; how much more must this be the case 
with our dark and opaque body. However great the exertion of our mind may be to compre-
hend the Divine Being or any of the ideals, we find a screen and partition between Him and 
ourselves. Thus the prophets frequently hint at the existence of a partition between God and 
us. They say He is concealed from us in vapors, in darkness, in mist, or in a thick cloud: or 
use similar figures to express that on account of our bodies we are unable to comprehend 
His essence. This is the meaning of the words, “Clouds and darkness are round about Him” 
(Ps. 97:2). The prophets tell us that the difficulty consists in the grossness of our substance: 
they do not imply, as might be gathered from the literal meaning of their words, that God is 
corporeal, and is invisible because He is surrounded by thick clouds, vapors, darkness, or 
mist. This figure is also expressed in the passage, “He made darkness His secret place” (Ps. 
18:12). The object of God revealing Himself in thick clouds, darkness, vapors, and mist was 
to teach this lesson; for every prophetic vision contains some lesson by means of allegory; 
that mighty vision, therefore, though the greatest of all visions, and above all comparison, 
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viz., His revelation in a thick cloud, did not take place without any purpose, it was intended 
to indicate that we cannot comprehend Him on account of the dark body that surrounds us. It 
does not surround God, because He is incorporeal. A tradition is current among our people 
that the day of the revelation on Mount Sinai was misty, cloudy, and a little rainy. Comp. 
“Lord, when thou went forth from Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, the 
earth trembled, and the heavens dropped water” (Judges 5:4). The same idea is expressed by 
the words “darkness, clouds, and thick darkness” (Deut. 4:11). The phrase does not denote 
that darkness surrounds God, for with Him there is no darkness, but the great, strong, and 
permanent light, which, emanating from Him, illuminates all darkness, as is expressed by the 
prophetic simile, “And the earth shined with His glory” (Ezek. 43:2).

MaimonidesTspeaksTofTmanTnotTbeingTableTtoTunderstandTbecauseTofThisTnature.TTHeTsaysTweThaveTaTscreenT
fixedTinTplaceTdueTtoTsinTwhichTpreventsTusTfromTseeingTtheTcorporealTelement.TTTheTreasonTtheTLordTisTde-
scribedTasTresidingTinTcloudsTandTdarknessTisTbecauseTourTbodiesTareTunableTtoTcomprehendTHim.TTItTisTourT
bodiesTthatTareTshroudedTinTdarknessTandTitTisTdifficultTforTusTtoTpearTthroughTtheTdarkness.TTTheTLordTGodT
revealingTHimselfTinTthickTclouds,Tdarkness,Tvapors,TandTmistTwasTtoTteachTusTaTlesson,TthatTtheTLordTman-
ifestingThimselfTdidTnotToccurTforTnoTparticularTreason,TthisTwasTintendedTtoTshowTusTthatTweTareTunableTtoT
comprehendTHimTonTaccountTofTtheTdarknessTthatTisTwithinTus.TTTherefore,TitTisTonlyTbyTtheTmercyTofTGodTthatT
weTareTableTtoTseeTorThearTanythingTinTrelationTtoTHisTrevelation.TTThisTisTtheTpointTofTtheTmanyTreferencesTinT
theTrabbinicTliteratureTofTtheTLordTGodTourTFatherTinTheavenTbeingTtheToneTwhoTworksTinTourTlives,TrevealingT
Himself,TdrawingTusTnear,TandTgivingTusTtheTdesireTtoTliveTforThim,TandTcreatingTinTusTaTnewTman.TTTheseT
sameTconceptsTmayTbeTfoundTinTtheTApostolicTWritingsTbecauseTtheyTareTrootedTinTtheTtraditionsTpassedTonT
accordingTtoTfirstTcenturyTJudaism.TT
T TheTpsalmTstates,Teh ִlָTTTl  :אֶָ ץlָTiֵוַתָּחTliֲָא ָTiֵתֵּבTוhָבְָ קTּו hִאlֵTTTדT:וh ָ ָTבhִב ָTטlֵiַiְּוTְךiֵֵּתTוhָנ/ָiְTׁאֵשTTTג 
T:אֶָ ץlָ-iָּכTאֲדוֹןThֵמִלְִּ/נTlָוlֹhְThֵמִלְִּ/נTּנָמַסּוT97:3 כַּדּוֹנַג Fire goes before Him And burns up His adversaries round 
about. 97:4 His lightnings lit up the world; The earth saw and trembled. 97:5 The mountains melted like wax 
at the presence of the Lord, At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. (NASB)TTTheTpsalmistTdescribesT
theTLordTasTaTconsumingTfireTofTwhichTnoneTareTableTtoTwithstand.TTEzekielTdescribesTtheTLordTinTaTsimilarT
fashionTsayingTtheTfollowing.

Ezekiel 39:19-31
i׃ hִTiשְָׂ אֵֽ Tiאַדְמַ֥ עַשTׁגָּד֔וTiֹעַ֖ ֣ ַTl֙hֶlְ ֽhִTוּאl֗lַTeֹבַּיּ֣וT׀Tא ֹ֣ i־eִאThִּת ְ Thדִּבַּ֑ ֖iִ ְָבְאֵשׁ־עֶבTh ֥iִָוּבְקִנְא For I have 
decreed in My indignation and in My blazing wrath: On that day, a terrible earthquake shall 
befall the land of Israel. ־iַעTׂש מֶשlָTֹׂ֙ מֵ֣ ֙ ֶlָ־iָוְכTl TehִוְחַיlַTiַּ֣שָּׂדֶ֗ lַThיTeָּ֩וְע֨וֹףlַTשָּׁמַ֜ Thדְּגֵ֣ וְָ עֲשׁ֣וTּמִפָּנַ֡
ֶ ץTתִּפּֽוiֹ׃ iָאָ֥ Tl ְ/iוlַTּ֙מַּדְֵ ג֔וTiֹוְכiָ־חוֹמָ֖ וְנָֽ Teh ֗ ִlָlֶTּו ֣ ְlֶֶוְנ Tl Teאֲשֶׁ֖ Tעiַ־פְּנlָThֵ֣אֲדָמָ֑ אָדָ֔ ֽlָ Tiֹ֙וְכ Tl אֲדָמָ֔ ֽlָ 
The fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the beasts of the field, all creeping things that move 
on the ground, and every human being on earth shall quake before Me. Mountains shall 
be overthrown, cliffs shall topple, and every wall shall crumble to the ground. וh ֤iָָעThiִא  וְקָָ ֨
lֽhֶlְ׃ hוTתִּֽ hשTׁבְּאָחִ֥ ֶ בTאִ֖ Tlחֶ֥ TeאֲדֹנlhְThָ֣וִ֑ ֶ בTנְאֻ֖  iְ I will then summon the sword against himכiָ־Th֙ ַlָחֶ֔
throughout My mountains—declares the Lord GOD—and every man’s sword shall be turned 
against his brother. ֙וhiָָעT h Tihאַמְטִ֤ שTׁוְגְָ/ִ ֗ hשTׁאֵ֣ Thאiְֶגָּבִ֜ Teוְגֶ֣שTeֶׁשׁוֹטֵףT֩וְאַבְנֵ֨ בֶ Tוּבְדָ֑ Thאִתּ֖וTֹבְּדֶ֣  וְנִשְׁפַּטְתִּ֥
Tehאֲשֶׁ֥ Tאִתּֽוֹ׃ Tehַ בִּ֖ hוTוְעiַ־עַמִּ֥  ;I will punish him with pestilence and with bloodshed וְעiַ־אֲגַפָּ֔
and I will pour torrential rain, hailstones, and sulfurous fire upon him and his hordes and the 
many peoples with him. ( )T׃l lhְThוָֽ h־אֲנִ֥ Tehוhְָדְע֖וTּכִּֽ Teַ בִּ֑ ֣hִֹגּוThֵ֖נhֵעiְTh Thוְנ֣וֹדַעְתִּ֔  וiְlְִגַּדiְִּתThִּ֙וiְlְִקַדִּשְׁתִּ֔
Thus will I manifest My greatness and My holiness, and make Myself known in the sight of 
many nations. And they shall know that I am the LORD.

ItTisTalsoTnoTsurpriseTtheTApostleTPaulTdescribesTtheTLordTGodTandTYeshuaTtheTMessiahTinTaTsimilarTmannerT
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accordingTtoT2TThessaloniansTchapterT1.

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12
1:1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, 
because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another 
grows ever greater; 1:4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches 
of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions 
which you endure. 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will 
be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 1:6 For 
after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 1:7 and to give 
relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do 
not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay 
the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
His power, 1:10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled 
at among all who have believed for our testimony to you was believed. 1:11 To this end also 
we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every 
desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Je-
sus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (NASB)

TheTperseveranceTandTfaithTinTtheTmidstTofTpersecutionsTandTafflictionsTareTparalleledTtoTtheToneTbeingTcount-
edTasTworthyTofTtheTkingdomTofTGod.TTWhatTweTdoTinTthisTlifeTmatters!TTYeshuaTisTdescribedTasTcomingTwithT
hisTangelsTwithTflamingTfireTdealingToutTretributionTtoTthoseTwhoTdoTnotTknowTGodTandTtoTthoseTwhoTdoTnotT
obeyTtheTgospelTofTourTLordTandTSaviorTYeshua.TTTheseTwhoTreceiveTthisTpunishmentTwillTbeTpaidTwithTeternalT
destructionTawayTfromTtheTpresenceTofTGodTandTfromTtheTgloryTofTHisTpower.TTWhatTisTtheTgloryTofTGod’sT
power?TTIsTthisTnotTtheTpowerTofTGodTtoTovercomeTsin,TandTtoTdrawTusTtoTHimselfTandTHisTSonTYeshua?TTThisT
isTcoupledTwithTtheTideaTofTbeingTcountedTworthyTofTtheTkingdom.TTThisTisTrelatedTtoTourTcooperativeTwork,TasT
PaulTdescribesTasT“fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power” (1:11)TandTtheTpurposeT
ofTourTgoodTworks,TsomethingTofTwhichTisTexpectedTofTGod’sTchildren,T1:12 so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(NASB)TTThisTisTtheTdescriptionTofTtheTLordTfromTtheTbeginning,TasTtheTTorahTalsoTprovidesTthisTdescriptionTatT
theTmountainTofTSinai.TTTheTgloryTofTGod,TasTitTisTdescribedTbyTPaulTisTnotTsomethingTtoTbeTconcealed.TTTThisT
isTtheTrighteousnessTofTGodTinTourTlives,TwhoThavingTmadeTusTrighteousTinTHisTSon,TweTareTnowTexpectedTtoT
liveTrighteousTandTholyTlives,TwhichTisTtheTcallingTweTareTgivenTasTHisTchildren.TTThisTisTtheTfruitTthatTisTtheT
productTofTourTfaith.TTTheTquestionTeachTofTusTneedsTtoTaskTisT“If I am not seeking these things, if I have no 
fruit of this kind, has salvation really come to my life and do I really believe the Scriptures and the message 
of the Messiah Yeshua?”  
T TheTpsalmTcontinuesTsaying,T T:ֹכְּבוֹדוTehִּעַמlָ-iָכTּוְָ אוTֹדְקו ִTehִַשָּׁמlַTּדוhִּגlִTTT97:6 ו The heavens declare 
His righteousness, And all the peoples have seen His glory. (NASB)TTNoteTtheTparallelTtoTtheTLord’sTwordsT
followingTtheTrejectionTofTtheTpeopleTtoTenterTtheTPromisedTLandTandTtheTLordTsayingTtheyTsawTHisTgloryTandT
willTnotTenterTintoTtheirTinheritance.TT

Bamidbar / Numbers 14:17-24
14:17 ‘But now, I pray, let the power of the Lord be great, just as You have declared, 14:18 
‘The Lord is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgres-
sion; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the chil-
dren to the third and the fourth generations. 14:19 ‘Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people 
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according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness, just as You also have forgiven this people, 
from Egypt even until now.’ 14:20 So the Lord said, ‘I have pardoned them according to your 
word; 14:21 but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord. 14:22 
‘Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, 
14:23 shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those 
who spurned Me see it. 14:24 ‘But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit 
and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants 
shall take possession of it. (NASB)

TheTpeopleTdidTnotTtrustTinTtheTLordTGodTinTheaven,TtheyTtrustedTinTthemselves,TandTtheyTexpressedTtheirTfaithT
inTthemselvesTbothTverbally,TinTtheirTheartsT(theTnightTlongTgrumbling),TandTbyTtheirTactionsT(wantingTtoTstoneT
JoshuaTandTCaleb).TTBecauseTofTtheirTlackTofTfaith,TtheTLordTwantedTtoTdestroyTthem,TbutTMosheTprayedTonT
theirTbehalf,TandTtheTLordTrelentedTandTcausedTthemTtoTwanderTinTtheTwildernessT40TyearsTsuchTthatTnoneTofT
thoseTwhoThadTseenTtheTgloryTofTGod,THisTpowerTatTwork,TwouldTenterTintoTtheTPromisedTLandT(Bamidbar / 
Numbers 14:22-23).TTOurTdailyTprayerTshouldTbeTthatTtheTLordTwouldTcreateTwithinTusTtheTsameTspiritTbothT
CalebTandTJoshuaThadTthatTfollowedTtheTLordTfully,TsuchTthatTweTmayTenterTintoTwhatTtheTLordThasTplannedT
forTus.TT
T TheTpsalmistTcontinuesTsaying,Tח T:ehlִֹאֱל-iָּכ Tֹוi-ּשְׁתַּחֲווlִ Tehiִhiֱִבָּא Tehiִiְlַiְִּמlַ Ti ֶ/ֶ Thֵעֹבְד-iָּכ T| Tּבשׁוhֵ T T T—   
iָhiֲֵנַעTמְאֹדTאֶָ ץlָ-iָּכ-iַעTוֹןhiְֶעTlָוlֹhְTlָּאַת-hִּכTTTטT:lָוlֹhְTָךhֶמִשְׁפָּטTמַעַןiְTlָוּדlhְTiֹבְּנוTlָנiְֵוַתָּגTיּוֹן ִT|Tמַח  שָׁמְעTlָוַתִּשְֹ
T:ehlִֹאֱל-iָּכ-iַ97:7 ע Let all those be ashamed who serve graven images, Who boast themselves of idols; 
Worship Him, all you gods. 97:8 Zion heard this and was glad, And the daughters of Judah have rejoiced 
Because of Your judgments, O Lord. 97:9 For You are the Lord Most High over all the earth; You are exalted 
far above all gods. (NASB)TTUltimately,TinTtheTendTallTwillTworshipTtheTLordTGodTinTheavenTasTLordToverTall.TT
TheTpsalmistTspeaksTofTallTbeingTashamedTwhoTserveTgravenTimages.TTTheTgravenTimageTisTanTimageTcarvedT
outTofTstone,Twood,TorTmetal.TTItTgenerallyTconsistsTofTaTstatueTofTaTpersonTorTanimal,TorTaTreliefTcarvingTinTaT
wallTorTaTpole.TTItTisTdifferentiatedTfromTaTmoltenTimageTinTtheTsenseTthatTaTmoltenTimageTwasTformedTbyTpour-
ingTmeltedTmetalTintoTaTcast.TTManyTidolsTwereTcarvedTfromTsomeTmaterialTsuchTasTwood,TandTthenToverlayT
withTgoldTleaf,TasTinTtheTcaseTofTtheTAsherahTpolesTandTtheTBaals.TTEgyptianThieroglyphicsTareTalsoTconsideredT
aTgravenTimage.TTTheTprogressionTofTidolTworshipTinTaTfalseTreligionTbeginsTwithTtheTrecognitionTofTaTpowerT
otherTthanTtheTcreatorTGodTthatTcontrolsTtheTnaturalTforces.TTTheTpresenceTofTthisTpowerTisTbelievedTtoTdwellT
withinTtheTobject.TTOnceTtheTidolTisTdeveloped,TtheTpeopleTproceedTtoTmakeTphysicalTimagesTwhichTmayTthenT
beTcarriedTwithTtheTparishioner.TTTheTpeopleTthenTseeksTthisTidolTgodTforTsomething,TsuchTasTgoodTcropsTorTforT
fertilityTinTchildTbearingT(Ephesians 5:5 and Colossians 3:5).TTTemplesTareTthenTcreatedTforTtheseTidolTgodsT
whichTareTnotTgods.TTTheTLordTcommandedTaccordingTtoTShemot / Exodus 20:4-5, “You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under 
the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them.”TTThisTisTtheTintentTofTtheTcommandTthatT“You shall 
have no other gods before Me,”TwhichTspecificallyTforbidsTtheTcreationTofTidols.TTWeTareTtoldTthatTweTshouldT
notTcreateTanythingTinTheavenTorTonTearth,TsuggestingTthatTitTisTequallyTdangerousTtoTcreateTanTimageTofTtheT
LordTGodTHimself.TTTheTpsalmistTdeclaresT“... the heavens declare his righteousness,” (Tehillim / Psalms 
50:6, 97:6)TindicatingTtheTLordThasTdisplayedTplentyTofTevidenceTforTHisTpowerTandTMight.TTAllTtheTpeopleT
seeingThisTglory,TasTitTisTmanifestedTinTtheTheavens,TandTinTtheTpowerTwhichTheTputsTforthTonTtheTearth,TthatTis,T
theTpeopleThadTtheTopportunityTofTseeingTtheTpowerTofTGodT(HisTgreatTandTwondrousTworks).TTTheyTdidTnotT
appreciateTallTtheTLordThadTdoneTforTthem,TandTsoTtheyTturnTtoTtheTidolTofTtheirTownTmaking,TtheyTtrustedTinT
themselvesTforTdeliveranceTratherTthanTtrustingTinTtheTLordTGodTinTheaven.TTTheTrabbisTspeakTofTtheTheavensT
declaringTtheTrighteousnessTofTGodTinTtheTsenseTthatTtheTinhabitantsTofTtheTheavensT(angels)TbearTwitnessTtoT
theTjusticeTandTtruthTofTGod.TTRadakTandTRashiThaveTtheTfollowingTtoTsayTconcerningTtheseTthings.
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Radak on Psalms 19:2, Part 1
The heavens declare the glory of God : - There are interpreters (Targumist and others) who 
take this as like “Or speak to the earth,and it shall teach thee” (Job 12:8), and “Ask now 
the beasts, and they shall teach thee” (ibid. 7) ; and so The heavens declare, for from the 
wonders and mighty works which man sees in the heavens he declares the glory of God. And 
this is what he (means when he) says : There is no speech nor words; Their voice cannot be 
heard, suggesting not that they declare in words, but from what man sees in them the sons 
of men declare the glory of God. We are able to explain declare with reference to the heav-
ens and the firmament themselves, for by their course and circuit in an appointed order the 
glory of God - Blessed be He ! - is seen ; and that is the “declaring” and “telling,” on the 
analogy of “He sendeth out His commandment upon earth ; His word runneth very swiftly.” 
(Ps. 147:15) And when he says : There is no speech nor words (he means) no words like the 
words of men, but the work they do stands for the words, and constitutes the “declaring” and 
the “telling”; and so he says : And their speech to the end of the world. The great teacher of 
righteousness, the great sage our Rabbi Moses, has interpreted (Guide for the Perplexed, 2. 
5) “declare” of the heavens, for his opinion and that of the Philosophers is that the spheres 
are living intelligences, serving God and praising Him with great praise, and singing His 
glory in great and mighty songs. And so he says : The heavens declare the glory of God; And 
the firmament telleth His handywork, notwithstanding that the “declaring” and the “tell-
ing” are not with mouth and tongue. This is what he (means when he) says : There is neither 
speech nor language; Their voice cannot be heard, but the “declaring” and the “telling” are 
to them like an image of the words and praises which a man forms in his mind without their 
actual issuing forth in speech.

Rashi on Deuteronomy 32:2, Part 1
hקחiT כמטTע ףh MY DOCTRINE DROPPETH AS RAIN — This is the evidence that ye will 
have to give: that in your presence I declare that the Torah which I gave to Israel (hקחi) is 
life to the world as the rain which is life to the world (cf. Siphre) — even as the heavens drop 
down dew and rain. ע ףh means, IT DROPS. Similar is (Psalms 65:12) “[And thy paths] 
drop fatness” (ע/ון h, where ע ףT=Tעף ); (Deuteronomy 33:28) “[also his heavens] shall 
drop down (ע /וh) dew”.

BothTRadakTandTRashiTstateTtheTgloryTofTGodTisTapparentTinTHisTcreation.TTTheTheavensTdeclareTtheTgloryTofT
GodTbecauseTHeTisTwhoTestablishedTandTappointedTtheTorderT(operation,Tfunction)TofTcreation.TTRashiTstatesT
thatTtheTrainTthatTcomesTtoTwaterTtheTcropsTareTevidenceTforTtheTgloryTofTGodTandTHisTmercies.TT
T TheTPsalmTconcludesTsaying,Tַע ֻ—ָT ֹאוTTTאhT:eiֵhִּצhַTehִשָׁע ְTמִיַּדTוhָדh ֲִחTiֹנְַ/שׁוT ֵשֹׁמTע ָTּנְאו  TTThאlֲֹבlֹhְThֵוTlָשִֹ
מְחוTַּ דhִּקTehִבlֹhַּוTlָוlְוֹדוiְTֵּ—כֶ Tקָדְשׁוֹ: מְחhT:lָבTTTשִֹ  ,iַ 97:10 Hate evil, you who love the LordצַּדhִּקTוhִiְּשְֵׁ iֵ-hבTשִֹ
Who preserves the souls of His godly ones; He delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 97:11 Light is 
sown like seed for the righteous And gladness for the upright in heart. 97:12 Be glad in the Lord, you righ-
teous ones, And give thanks to His holy name. (NASB)TTTheTLordTGodTisTpowerfulTandTableTtoTdeliverTHisT
peopleTfromTallTkindsTofTadversity.TTHeTworksTinTtheTheartsTofTmenTtoTdoTHisTwill,TbothTtheTrighteousTandTtheT
wicked.TTTheTcommentaryTOr Chaim on Bereshit / Genesis 1:1, Part 22ThasTtheTfollowingTtoTsayTconcerningT
theseTconcludingTversesTinTTehillim / Psalms 97.

Or Chaim on Genesis 1:1, Part 22
The whole section also hints to the creation of man - who is the main goal of the creation - in 
the following way: In the beginning, when God created man, He created him from the source 
of spirituality, which is hinted by the word, heavens, and from the source of physicality, which 
is hinted by the word, earth. And you will find that our Rabbis, of blessed memory, hinted [to 
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this by explaining] (Sanhedrin 91b), what the verse stated (Psalms 50:4), “He called to the 
heavens above” to be the spirit [and] “and upon the earth” to be the body, which is built 
from the earth. And His will in this, may He be blessed, is that through the actions of man, he 
will have the power to transform matter, which is the body, until it is considered to be form. 
And behold, you will find (Shabbat 152b) that the righteous ones do not return to the dust, 
given that they purify their matter, until it becomes spiritual; as was written by Rabbi Y. Ara-
mah, of blessed memory, and these are his words, “and it is the power of the perfect ones to 
change matter into form.” And this is why they, of blessed memory, said (Berakhot 18a) that 
the righteous ones are called living even in their death, since the material side has become 
spiritual, which relates to life; and that the evil ones are called dead even in their lifetimes, 
from the angle that even the spirituality in them becomes material and [like] earth, which 
relates to the lifeless objects which are [therefore] dead. And it hints to these two charac-
teristics when it states “the heavens and the earth,” in the following way: if they merit [it], 
behold, they raise up the material part of themselves which is hinted by “the earth” and they 
connect it and it becomes one entity with the “heavens.” And if they do not merit [it], they 
transform the part of spirituality within them to the trait of “earth” and the form becomes 
matter. And this is what it is stating, “and the earth.” And its stating, “and the earth was 
chaos and void” here is hinting to what occurred in the times that the physical side overpow-
ers which is the ‘earth’ and [the person] is emptied out of spirituality; as it is translated [by 
Onkelos into Aramaic], “desolate and empty;” “and darkness,” which is the evil impulse 
that is called in their holy words (Zohar, Bereishit 63)...

TheTrabbisTrecognizeTtheTsignificanceTofTtheTmannerTinTwhichTmanTwasTcreated,TbothTspiritualTandTphysical,T
emphasizingT theT importanceTofTwhatTweTdo,ThowTweTliveTforT theTLord,T inT theTsenseT thatT“...T through the 
actions of man, he will have the power to transform matter, which is the body, until it is considered to be 
form.”TTThisTindicatesTthatTtheTLordTisTworkingTinTtheTlivesTofTHisTpeopleTtoTtransformTthem,TsimilarTtoTwhatT
PaulTwroteTtheTLordTisTconformingTusTuntoTtheTlikenessTofTHisTsonT(Romans 8:29).TTTheTmajorTpointThereTisT
toTrecognizeTtheTworkTofTGodTinTourTlivesTandTifTweTdoTnotTseeTtheTLordTactivelyTworkingTinTourTlives,TweT
needTtoTaskTquestionsTwhy?TTItTisTimportantTtoTnotTwhatTtheTrabbisTsay,T“And behold, you will find (Shabbat 
152b) that the righteous ones do not return to the dust, given that they purify their matter, until it becomes 
spiritual...”TTTheyTareTspeakingTofTwalkingTinTtheTspirit,TdoingTsoTisTaccomplishedTbyTobeyingTGod’sTTorah,T
andTturningTfromTsin.TTThisTisTtheTmeaningTofTthoseTwhoTareTalive,TevenTinTdeath,TandTthoseTwhoTareTcalledT
dead,TevenTwhenTtheyTareTalive.TTThoseTwhoTareTcalledTdeadTareTasTlifelessTobjects,TsimilarTtoTthoseTofTmoltenT
imagesT(idols).TTWeTareTnotTtoTbeTasTidols,TuselessTandTdead,TbecauseTweTareTcalledTasTGod’sTchildrenTtoTbeT
righteousTandTholy.TTWithoutTtheTLord’sThelp,TweTcouldTnotTdoTso.TTThisTisTwhyTitTisTimportantTtoTaskTquestionsT
andTtoTseekTforTtheTLordTGodTinTheavenTtoTworkTinTourTlivesTinTYeshuaTHisTMessiah.TTThisTisTalsoTtheTmeaningT
ofThavingTaTheartTandTaTspiritTthatTseeksTtheTLord,TaTveryTimportantTattributeTofTGod’sTpeople.TTLet’sTpray!

Rabbinic Commentary

T TheTRabbinicTCommentaryT(Midrash)TonTTehillim / Psalms 97 hasT2Tparts.TTReadingTthroughTtheTMidrashT
weTwillTbeTlookingTatTPartT1TandT2.TTLet’sTbeginTbyToutliningTMidrash Tehillim Chapter 97, Parts 1 and 2.

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 97, Part 1 and 2

Part 1
• TheTMidrashTintroducesTtheTPsalmTwithTthe ihחiמlT בוhדT(DiburTHamathil)Tsaying,T“The verse The 

Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice (Tehillim / Psalms 97:1) proves that as long as the kingdom of 
Edom abides, there will be no rejoicing in the earth.”  
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• The אiחhi/T(Petihta)TtheThomileticTintroductionTtoTtheTmidrashTstates,T“Neither will the name of the 
Lord be whole, nor will the throne of the Lord be whole, since it is said Because the hand of Amalek 
is against the throne of the Lord (Shemot / Exodus 17:16).”  

• The iמש (mashal) “the parable,”TgoesTonTtoTexplainTtheTאiחhi/T(Petihta),TtheTrabbisTspeakTofTtheT
exileTofTIsraelTourTofTtheTLandTofTIsrael.

• The iנמש (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expandsTuponTtheTiמשT(mashal),TtheTrabbisTcon-
cludeTitTisTtheTLordTwhoTwillTfightTagainstTtheTnationsTIsraelTisTexiledTinto.

• TheTConcludingTphraseTsays,T“In the verse His lightnings lighted up the world, the earth saw and 
trembled.  The mountains melted like wax (Tehillim / Psalms 97:4-5), the mountains are the nations 
of the earth.”

Part 2
• TheTMidrashTintroducesTtheTPsalmTwithTthe ihחiמlT בוhדT(DiburTHamathil)Tsaying,T“Ashamed be all 

they that serve graven images (Tehillim / Psalms 97:7).”  
• The אiחhi/T(Petihta)TtheThomileticTintroductionTtoTtheTmidrashTstates,T“Rabbi Samuel son of Na-

khmani taught, In the time to come, all the nations of the earth will assemble with their graven im-
ages in their hands.”  

• The iמש (mashal) “the parable,”TgoesTonTtoTexplainTtheTאiחhi/T(Petihta),TtheTrabbisTspeakTofTtheT
nationsTbringingTtheirTidolTgodsTtoTmeetTtheTLordTGodTinTheaven.

• The iנמש (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expandsTuponTtheTiמשT(mashal),TtheTrabbisTexpandT
uponTtheTmashalTsayingTtheTLordTwillTgiveTlifeTtoTtheTidolTgodsTandTtheyTwillTalsoTworshipTtheTLordT
GodTinTheaven.

• TheTConcludingTphraseTsays,T“This is the great light which the Holy One blessed be He, created 
when the earth was created, and which He hid away for the righteous against the time when He will 
take it from its sheath, as is said Raise, shine, for your light is come (Isaiah 60:1).  Then the holy 
One blessed be He, will say, Be glad in the Lord, you righteous; and give thanks to His Holy Name 
(Tehillim / Psalms 97:12).”

T MidrashTTehillimT97,TPartT1TopensTwithTtheTDiburTHamathilT(ihחiמlT בוhד)Tsaying,T“The verse The Lord 
reigns; let the earth rejoice (Tehillim / Psalms 97:1) proves that as long as the kingdom of Edom abides, 
there will be no rejoicing in the earth.”T TToday,TEdomTisTgone,TisTthereTrejoicingTinTallTtheTearthTbecauseT
EdomTisTgone?TTTheTbookTofTDevarimT/TDeuteronomyTcommandsTallTofTIsraelTtoTrejoiceTbeforeTtheTLordT
threeTtimesTaTyearTinTtheTSheloshTRegalim,TtheTthreeTpilgrimageTfestivalsT(Devarim / Deuteronomy 16:15).  
AccordingTtoTtheTTorah,TthisTisTunderstoodTasTone’sTobligationTtoTstandTbeforeTtheTLordTGodTinTheavenTatT ־במ
eקוT(inTtheTPlace)TtheTLordThasTestablishedTHisTName.TTThisTcommandTbecameTproblematicTinTtheTTannaimT
(ehנאi)TperiodTfollowingTtheTdestructionTofTtheTSecondTTemple.TTInTtheTrabbinicTliterature,TweTareTpresentedT
withTtheTassociationTofTTorahTstudy,TcoupledTwithTtheTobservanceTofTtheTcommandsTthatTcausesToneTtoTex-
perienceTanTinexplicableTjoyTinTtheTLord,TbecauseToneTLovesTtheTLordTandTisTwalkingTinTHisTways.TTThisTisT
aTcommonTmotifTinTtheTrabbinicTliterature.TTATcommonTChristianTclaimTisTthatTtheTTorahTandTitsTcommand-
mentsTreflectTsomethingTexternalTthatTwasTforcedTuponTmyTbyTauthorityTfromTtheToutside,TitTisTbad,Tsinister,T
andTburdensome,Tetc.TTThisTcomesToutTofTtheTbasicTpremiseT“under the Mosaic covenant, man had to earn 
his salvation, whereas under the covenant in Yeshua we only have faith now.”TTTheTinterestingTpointTisTthatT
basedTonTtheTrabbinicTliterature,TtheTrabbisTemphasizeTtheTjoyfulTmannerTbyTwhichTIsraelTfirstTreceivedTtheT
TorahTandTfulfilledTitsTrequirementsTfromTthatTtimeTonward.TTInTfact,TobedienceTtoTtheTcommandsTisTanTactTofT
loveTtowardsTourTFatherTinTheaven,TandTthisTisTwhatTYeshuaTwasTspeakingTofTinTJohn 14:15TsayingT“If you 
love me keep my commands.”TTItTisTinTthisTopinionTthatTYeshuaTdrawsTuponTfromTtheTrabbisTthatTtheTjoyTfoundT
inTtheTpreceptTisTtoTinstillTaTfeelingTofTgratificationTandTjoyTinTtheToneTwhoTobeysTtheTTorahTbecauseTheTlovesT
theTLordTGodTofTIsrael.TT
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T TheThomileticTintroductionTtoTtheTmidrashTstates,T“Neither will the name of the Lord be whole, nor will 
the throne of the Lord be whole, since it is said Because the hand of Amalek is against the throne of the Lord 
(Shemot / Exodus 17:16).”TTAccordingTtoTtheTmidrash,TwhenTEdomTisTgoneTthereTwillTbeTrejoicingTinTallTtheT
earth.TTEdomTappearsTsometimesTinTtheTaggadahTasTreferringTtoTtheTactualTEdomitesTandTsometimesTtoTtheT
Romans,TwhoTareTidentifiedTwithTthem,TbutTtheToverarchingTthemeTisTasTaTreferenceTtoTaTnationTthatThasTturnedT
awayTfromTtheTcovenantTofTGod,TandTareTdeterminedTtoThurtTGod’sTpeople.TT
T TheTentireTmidrashTstatesTtheTfollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק צז סימן א
 אlTT׳TמiךiTגlTiא ץ.iiTמדךTשאhן
eאדוTiכוiשמTמן—TiכTlihגTeiבעו 
 קhhמT,iואhןlTשTeשTeiואhןlTכ א
 שT,eiשנאמ Tוhאמ TכhThדTעTiכ 
שhמiוך Tוןhוכ T,(—ט T—h Tiשמו) Tlh 
מhד T,ihעhב Tiוiג Tוךiב Tlקב״l 
eוhבTא ץlTiכTiע[TךiמiT׳lTlhlו 
־llואlTlhlhT׳TאחדTושמוTאחד[T(—כ
־ hTlhדTט).lT׳TמiךiTגlTiא ץh[Tש
eחili Tבאh T—א T.[ehב Tehhא Tמחו 
 באומוlTiעוT.eiענןTוע /Ti בhבhו
eח i T.כ או Tמכון Tומש/ט Tדק  
ומש/ט Tדק T שנאמ T,iש אh Tiע 
טו). Tט/ Tehili) Tוגו׳ Tכ אך Tמכון 
 אשiT/נhוiiTךTוliiטT בhבh  Tו.
ב קhו Tו hאl T.eiעוl Tiאומו Tוiא 
 iבTi]וגו׳[Teh lTכדונגTנמ ו.Tאiו

.eiעוlTiאומו 

Midrash Tehillim 97, Part 1
1.  The verse The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice (Tehillim / Psalms 
97:1) proves that as long as the kingdom of Edom abides, there will be 
no rejoicing in the earth.  Neither will the name of the Lord be whole, 
nor will the throne of the Lord be whole, since it is said Because the 
hand of Amalek is against the throne of the Lord (Shemot / Exodus 
17:16).  But during the fourth exile, the Holy One blessed be He, will 
become king, and then The Lord will be King over all the earth; in that 
day will the Lord be One, and His name One (Zechariah 14:9).  The 
Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad (Te-
hillim / Psalms 97:1) then, for God will come to fight against heathen 
nations of the earth.  Clouds and darkness are round about Him.  But 
with righteousness and justice the foundation of His throne (Tehillim 
/ Psalms 97:2), He will show mercy to the people of Israel, as is said, 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; mercy and 
truth will go before You.  Blessed is the people that know the joyful 
sound; they will walk, O Lord, in the light of Your countenance (Tehil-
lim / Psalms 89:16).  A fire goes before Him, and burns up His adver-
saries round about (Tehillim / Psalms 97:3) that is, burns up heathen 
nations of the earth.  In the verse His lightnings lighted up the world, 
the earth saw and trembled.  The mountains melted like wax (Tehillim / 
Psalms 97:4-5), the mountains are the nations of the earth.

AccordingTtoTtheTJewishTVirtualTLibrary,TEdomTasTRomeTisTdefinedTinTtheTfollowingTway.

EDOM AS ROME

The identification of Edom with Rome is never found in the literature of the Second Temple 
period. It appears for the first time close to the Bar Kokhba revolt (cf. Margolioth, p. 610/2). 
R. Meir even connects it with the verse (Isa. 21:11), “The vision of Dumah” = the vision of 
Dome (ימור = ימוד, Rome, TJ, Ta’an. 1:1, 64a see ed. princ.); also “The re’emim [wild-oxen] 
shall come down with them” (Isa. 34:7) is read as “The Romans shall come down with them” 
(PdRK 7, 11, ed. Mandelbaum, p. 134). The previous verses (5–6) speak of Edom (cf. also 
Targ. Jon. ed. Sperber, Isa. 9, “The streams thereof shall be turned into pitch”: “The streams 
of Rome shall be turned into pitch”). Many scholars are of the opinion that the source of this 
identification lies in the connection between *Herod, a descendant of Edomite proselytes, 
whose evil rule over Judea left a harsh impression and the intensification of Roman rule 
in Judea, especially as Herod was virtually a vassal of Rome. However these conjectures 
cannot be accepted. Not only are substantial proofs lacking, but the identification appears 
only in the second quarter of the second century C.E., more than four generations after the 
death of Herod. It seems, therefore, that its source is to be sought elsewhere. (Jewish Virtual 
Library)
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EdomTisTdefinedTasTtheTeternalTenemyTofTIsraelT(Amos 1:11, Ezekiel 35:5),TandTasTweTcanTseeThereTinTtheT
MidrashTalsoTtheTeternalTenemyTofTGod.TTAtTtheTendTofTtheTtannaiticTperiod,TtheTidentificationTofTEdomTasT
RomeTbecameTveryTwidespread,TandTtheToverwhelmingTmajorityTofThomiliesTaboutTEdomTspokeTexplicitlyTofT
Rome.TTItTwasTstatedTthatTRomeTwasTfoundedTbyTtheTchildrenTofTEsau,TandTRomeTwasTidentifiedTasToneTofTtheT
citiesTofTtheTchiefsTofTEsauTenumeratedTatTtheTendTofTBereshit / Genesis 36TwhereTtheseTidentificationsToccurT
inTtheTMidrashim,TtheTTalmudTBavliTandTYerushalami,TtheTTargumsTofTtheTTorahTandTinTtheTTargumsTtoTtheT
LamentationsTandTEsther.TTInTtheTMidrash,TinTadditionTtoTEdom,TAmalekTisTsaidTtoTbeToppressingTtheTthroneT
ofTtheTLord,TandTthereforeTbothTEdomTandTAmalekThaveTanTeffectTuponTtheTcompletenessTofTtheTthroneTofTtheT
LordTaccordingTtoTtheTMidrash.TT(Shemot / Exodus 17:16 and he said, ‘The Lord has sworn; the Lord will 
have war against Amalek from generation to generation.’ NASB)TBasedTuponTtheTScriptureTfromTtheTTorah,T
theTLordTwillTmakeTwarTwithTAmalekTfromTgenerationTtoTgeneration,TandTfromTtheTMidrash,TnoTrejoicingTonTaT
worldTwideTscaleTwillToccurTwhileTEdomTandTAmalekTareTpresent.TTTheTMidrashTstatesT“But during the fourth 
exile, the Holy One blessed be He, will become king, and then The Lord will be King over all the earth; in 
that day will the Lord be One, and His name One (Zechariah 14:9).”TTThereTisTtheTexpectationTofTaTfutureT
eventTthatTleadsTtoTtheTexileTofTIsraelTandTtheTLordTbecomingTkingTandTLordToverTallTtheTearth.TTThisTalsoTmayT
presumeTsomeTsortTofTworldTwideTapocalypticTeventTthatTtransformsTtheTworldTandTcausesTtheTworldTtoTlookT
towardsTtheTLordTGodTofTIsraelT(Isaiah 2).TTTheTMidrashThighlightsTtheTconceptTofTeitherTtheTLordTconqueringT
theseTnations,TorTsomeThowTtheseTnationsTareTtransformedTandTconformTtoTtheTruleTofTGodTinTtheirTlivesTandT
HisTTorahTasTaTguideTforTlifeTandTrighteousness.TTWhenTaTpersonTisTtransformedTbyTtheTLordTGodTinTheavenT
andTHisTMessiahTYeshua,TtheTTorahTasTaTguideTforTlifeTandTrighteousnessTbecomesTaTmatterTofTjoyfulnessTandT
delightTbecauseTofTourTloveTforTtheTLord.TTTherefore,TtheTproperTdispositionTofTaTbelieverTbeforeTtheTLordTisT
toTbeToneTofTjoy,TwhichTfollowsTtheToneTwhoThadTpreviouslyTrepentedTandTbeenTmournfulTbecauseTofThisTsins,T
nowTreceivingTtheTforgivenessTofTsinsTwhereTjoyTabounds.TT
T TheTmidrashTcontinuesTsaying,T“The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad 
(Tehillim / Psalms 97:1) then, for God will come to fight against heathen nations of the earth.  Clouds and 
darkness are round about Him.  But with righteousness and justice the foundation of His throne (Tehillim / 
Psalms 97:2), He will show mercy to the people of Israel, as is said, Righteousness and justice are the foun-
dation of Your throne; mercy and truth will go before You.” (Midrash Tehillim 97, Part 1)TTTheTLordTreignsT
andTthoughTHeTisTallTpowerful,THeTremainsTmerciful,TandTestablishesTrighteousnessTandTjusticeTasTaTwayTforT
HisTpeople.TTTheTLordTprovidesTusTwithTHisTwordTandTitTshouldTdelightTusTtoTstudyTHisTword.TTThisTisTwhereT
theTconceptTofTstudyingTTorahTbringsTjoyTtoTone’sTsoulTisTdeveloped.TTTheTassociationTofTTorahTstudyTwithTtheT
experienceTofTjoyTmustTbeTsetTinTitsTproperTcontextThowever.TTOneTcanTfindTnumerousTassociationsTofTTorahT
studyTwithTjoyTinTtheTrabbinicTliterature,TbutTtheTstudyTofTtheTTorahTisTnotTtoTbeTforTtheTsakeTofTtheTsatisfactionT
ofTone’sTphysicalTappetitesTorTforTpride.TTTakeTforTexampleTfromTtheTTalmudTBavliTTaanitT20a.

Talmud Bavli Taanit 20a
iעTihhומטT חמוlTiעTכוב TlhlוTבו TihמבT גדוTiממגדTשמעוןT(’ Tבן)T —עiאThב TשבאTlמעש 
lב lTl וiTמדiשThמ/נTוhiעTl גTוiדעTlihlוTliגדוTlשמחTושמחT lנTi/ש It once happened 
that R. Eleazar the son of R. Simeon was coming from Migdal Gedor, from the house of his 
teacher, and he was riding his donkey by the river and he felt a great happiness and full of 
himself because he had studied a lot of Torah

TheTTalmudTBavliTTaanitT20bTfollowsTwithTaTstoryTonTwhatThappenedTtoTRabbiTEleazarTasTaTresultTofThisTpride.

Talmud Bavli Taanit 20b
A particularly ugly man happened upon him and said to him, Peace be upon you, Rebbi, 
and he [R. Eleazar) did not respond. He said to him, Good for nothing! How ugly this man 
is! Are all the people of your city as ugly as you are? The man said: I do not know, but go 
and tell the artisan who made me, how ugly is the vessel which you have made. When he [R. 
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Eleazar] acknowledged, in his gut, that he had done wrong he got down from his donkey and 
prostrated himself before the man and said to him, I submit myself to you; forgive me. He said 
to him: I will not forgive you until you go to the artisan that created me and tell him: How 
ugly is the vessel that you created. He [R. Eleazar] walked behind him until he reached his 
city. When his fellow citizens came out to meet him greeting him with the words, ‘Peace be 
upon you Rabbi and teacher,’ the man asked them, ‘Who are you calling Rebbi, Rebbi’? They 
replied, ... ‘The man who is walking behind you.’ He said to them: ‘If this man is a Rabbi, 
may there not be any more like him in Israel’! They asked him: ‘Why’? He replied: ‘He did 
such and such to me.’ They said to him: ‘Nevertheless, forgive him, for he is a man of great 
Torah learning.’ The man replied: ‘For your sakes I will forgive him, but only if he does not 
make a habit of acting this way.’ Immediately, R. Eleazar son of R. Simeon entered [the Beit 
Midrash] and expounded, A man should always be soft like a reed and not hard like a cedar. 
And for this reason the reed merited that of it should be made a quill for the writing of the 
Torah scroll, phylacteries and mezuzot.

TheTconceptsThereTareTstudyingTGod’sTwordTshouldTnotTbecomeTaTmatterTofTprideTinTone’sTlife.TTWeTshouldT
considerTitTaTgreatTprivilegeTtoThaveTGod’sTwordTandTbeTthankfulTforTtheTfreedomsTofTbeingTableTtoTstudyT
God’sTwordTeachTday.TTTheTenjoymentTofTTorahTstudyTbecameTsuchTaTfixedTentityTinTtheTrabbinicTimaginationT
thatTitTachievedTaTritualTsignificanceTinTtheTlifeTofTtheTrabbis.TTTheTcontextTofTtheTstoryTofTRabbiTEleazarTisT
theTconceptTofT“Rejoice, Oh my soul, rejoice, Oh my soul, for you I have read Torah, for you I have recited 
Mishnah”TwhereTtheToneTrejoicesTinThimselfTonTtheTperformanceTofTtheTcommand.TTTheTjoyousTqualityTofT
TorahTstudyTisTbroughtTintoTtheTcontextTofTtheTfestivalsTalongTwithTtheTotherTmaterialsTofTcelebrationTsuchTasT
eatingTandTdrinking,TanointingTwithToil,TpraisingTGod,TwearingTfestiveTgarments,Tetc.TTTheTrabbisTalsoThowev-
erTstepTbackTandTaskTtheTquestionTofTwhetherTtheTTorahTshouldTbeTstudiedTforTaThigherTpurpose?TTShouldTnotT
theTTorahTtoTbeTstudiedTforThigherTpurposesTthanTmerelyTtheTpleasureTorT“joy”TforTone’sTownTselfTforTdoingT
so?TTRabbiTEleazar’sTanswerTisTaTresoundingT“YES,”TsayingT“A man should always be soft like a reed and 
not hard like a cedar. And for this reason the reed merited that of it should be made a quill for the writing of 
the Torah scroll, phylacteries and mezuzot.”TTTheThigherTpurposeTforTstudyingTGod’sTwordTisTtoTchangeTourT
heartsTfromTtheTinsideTtowardsTothersTandTtowardsTGod;TtoTshowTloveTforTourTfellowTmanTwhichTdemonstratesT
God’sTloveTforTusTinTHisTmercy.TT
T MidrashTTehillimT97mTPartT1TconcludesTsaying,T“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound; they 
will walk, O Lord, in the light of Your countenance (Tehillim / Psalms 89:16).  A fire goes before Him, and 
burns up His adversaries round about (Tehillim / Psalms 97:3) that is, burns up heathen nations of the earth.  
In the verse His lightnings lighted up the world, the earth saw and trembled.  The mountains melted like wax 
(Tehillim / Psalms 97:4-5), the mountains are the nations of the earth.”TTTheTcomingTjudgmentTisTtheTresultT
ofTtheTsinTofTmankind,TandTtheTPsalmistTstatesTthatTfireTgoesTbeforeTtheTLordTconsumingTtheTungodlyTnations.TT
ThisTisTsimilarTtoTwhatTisTwrittenTaccordingTtoTtheTApostleTPeterTinTHisTsecondTepistle.

2 Peter 3:1-14
3:1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your 
sincere mind by way of reminder, 3:2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand 
by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apos-
tles. 3:3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 
following after their own lusts, 3:4 and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For 
ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.’ 
3:5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens 
existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 3:6 through which the 
world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 3:7 But by His word the present 
heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men. 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord 
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one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 3:9 The Lord is not slow 
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance. 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in 
which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense 
heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 3:11 Since all these things are to be de-
stroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 3:12 
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will 
be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 3:13 But according to 
His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 
3:14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in 
peace, spotless and blameless, (NASB)

TheTsecondTepistleTofTPeterTshowsTthatTtheTApostlesTbelievedTtheTconsummationTofTtheTheavensTandTearthTandT
theTMessiah’sTappearanceTinTgloryTisTinTfactTaTfutureTexpectation.T(Romans 13:11; 1 Corinthians 7:29, 15:51, 
1 Thessalonians 4:17; 5:1)TTTheTwordT“fire”TisTusedTallegorically,Tsymbolically,TandTliterallyTthroughoutTtheT
Bible.TTFireTisTusedTtoTdescribeTtheTLordTGodTofTIsrael,THisTangerT(Devarim / Deuteronomy 32:22, 21:9),THisT
angelsTandTHisTservantsT(Tehillim / Psalms 104:4, Hebrews 1:7),TandTofTYeshuaTtheTMessiahT(2 Thessalo-
nians 1, Revelation 1).TTForTexample,TtheTangelTofTtheTLordTappearedTtoTMosheTinTaTburningTbushT(Shemot / 
Exodus 3:1-2)TandTthereTwasTaTfieryTcloudTatopTtheTmountainTofTSinaiT(Bamidbar / Numbers 19, Devarim / 
Deuteronomy 4:11)TwhenTtheTTorahTwasTspokenTtoTtheTpeople.TTThereTisTalsoTmentionTofTaTlakeTofTfireTwhereT
theTdeadTareTtormentedT(Matthew 25:41-46 and Revelation 21:8)TthroughoutTeternity.TTPeterTsaysTthatT3:7 
But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men. (NASB)TandTitTisTforTthisTreasonTweTareTtoTliveTgodlyTlivesTinTholiness,Trighteous-
ness,TandTtruth,TandTtoTforsakeTtheTlustfulTthingsTofTthisTworld.TTThisTisTalsoTtheTgreaterTpurposeTforTobeyingT
God’sTTorah,TasTaTwayTtoTglorifyTtheTGodTofTIsraelT(3:11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this 
way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, NASB)TjustTasTPeterTstates,T3:13 But 
according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 
3:14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless 
and blameless. (NASB)TTTheTwickedTwillTmeltTbeforeTtheTLord,TasTtheTPsalmistTstatesTinTTehillim / Psalms 
97:4-5,TtheTfireTwillTgoTbeforeTtheTLordTandTconsumeTHisTadversaries.TTThisTsameTimageryTisTgivenTofTYeshuaT
whenTHeTreturnsTaccordingTtoTtheTApostleTPaulTinT2 Thessalonians 1:3-12.

2 Thessalonians 1:3-12
1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your 
faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever 
greater; 1:4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for 
your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you 
endure. 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be consid-
ered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 1:6 For after all it is 
only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 1:7 and to give relief to you 
who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with 
His mighty angels in flaming fire, 1:8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God 
and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay the penalty 
of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 
1:10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among 
all who have believed for our testimony to you was believed. 1:11 To this end also we pray 
for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire 
for goodness and the work of faith with power, 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will 
be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. (NASB)
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TheTcomingTofTourTLordTwillTbeTfollowedTbyTaTconsumingTfire,TtoTconsumeTthoseTwhoTdoTnotTobeyTtheTgos-
pelTofTYeshua.TTWhatTexactlyTisTtheTgospelTofTYeshuaTifTitTisTsomethingTtoTbeTobeyed?TTThisTspeaksTinTstarkT
contrastTtoTtheTgraceTmovementTtodayT(hyperTgrace)TbecauseTourTfaithTisTsomethingTtoTbeTlivedToutTandTnotT
simplyTaTmetaphysicalTconceptTofTsalvation.TTAccordingTtoTYeshuaThimself,TheTsaidT“if you love me obey my 
commands” (John 14:15)TandTthatT“If a man love me, he will keep my words: and .... you will remain in 
My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments.” (John 14:23)TTTheTgospelTofTYeshuaTincludesTtheT
TorahTcommandsTofTrighteousness,TJustice,THoliness,TandTTruth.TTYeshuaTsaidTobedienceTtoTtheTcommandTisT
theTdeterminingTfactorTforTremainingTinTHisTLove.TT
T MidrashTTehillimT97,TPartT2TopensTwithTtheTDiburTHamathilT(ihחiמlT בוhד)Tsaying,T“Ashamed be all 
they that serve graven images (Tehillim / Psalms 97:7).”  The אiחhi/T(Petihta)TtheThomileticTintroductionTtoT
theTmidrashTstates,T“Rabbi Samuel son of Nakhmani taught, In the time to come, all the nations of the earth 
will assemble with their graven images in their hands.”TTTheTpointTofTtheTopeningTpassagesTfromTtheTMidrashT
appearTtoTreferTtoTourTbecomingTtheTthingTthatTweTworship,TwhetherTself,TaThobby,Tentertainment,Tsports,TorT
anTinanimateTobjectT(idol).TTTheTEntireTmidrashTstatesTtheTfollowing:

מדרש תהלים פרק צז סימן ב
iשמואT׳ T אמT.i /ThעובדTiכTבשוhTTב 
iאומוTiכTכנ וihTבואiTדhiעiThנחמנT ב 
eliT ואומT,elhדhבTelhih /וTeiעוl 
־lקב״iTlמlThאמנT,eiאומ iTehוi/iTו
 נThוi/iונT,hאמ lTeliTקב״TlוilאTאhן
 h/lTh l TeliT אמTדhמ T,ממשTel־ב
 חTehוlאiמTehוl ומTehשמח hThiבואו
eiעוl Tiאומו Tןhכש וא Tדhמ T,eאו/ hו 
,eדhמ Teiאו Tehכhiמש T,ממש Tןhשא 
iממשוTןiנוTiכוhכבTlקב״lTlשעTliאו 
,lקב״liTehחוiומשT—ע״lTehובאT,—ע״i 
hוl T,מוiנכ Teוג Tבושו Teiעוl Tiואומו 
hiבאTehiiliמl[Ti /ThעובדTiכTבשוh־
hiמשTדhמT,ehliאTiכTוiTחווiשlT]ehi־
(eעl)TךhiשhT שנאמT,אבדוןiTןiאוTןhכ 
lhשעh)T]וגו׳[Tכ /וThihiאT]iאTeאדl[ 
וiשמחh Tון, TlשמעTeוhl Tוiאו T,(כ Tב 
lעוש Tliשא T,׳l Tךhמש/ט Tמעןi Tlמi 
א— T,elhihiובא TeiעוlTiאומוiTמש/ט 
hבlאו T,iש אhi Teiעו Thבא Tiכ Tאמ וh 
 l׳TשנאוT עTשומ Tנ/שוTiח hדhוT]מhד
l— T.קhד i Tע — T או T.]eih h Tehשע  
־או TגדוTiשב אlTקב״Tlכשנב אlTעו
־Teiוגנ—וiT דhקTehשעhiדliTו hאTlמנ
  hiקT,lשנאמ TקומThאו ThכThבאTאו ך
hאמ lTקב״Tlשמחו T—א T,(א T Tlhשעh) 

  דhקTehבl׳TוlודוiT—כ Tקדשו.

Midrash Tehillim 97, Part 2
2.  Ashamed be all they that serve graven images (Tehillim / Psalms 
97:7).  Rabbi Samuel son of Nakhmani taught, In the time to come, 
all the nations of the earth will assemble with their graven images 
in their hands.  He Holy One blessed be He, will ask them, In what 
have you believed?  And they will reply, in such an image, or in 
such an image.  The Holy One blessed be He, will say, But there is 
nothing in them.  And He will go on, Here are they lame and the 
dumb and the blind whom I have stricken.  Let the images come and 
heal them.  Then the nations of the earth, seeing that there is noth-
ing to their graven images, will case them down from their hands.  
Whereupon the Holy One blessed be He, will give some life, as it 
were, to the graven images, and the graven images will come and 
worship the Holy One blessed be He, so that the nations of the earth 
will be ashamed and confounded.  Hence, Ashamed be all they that 
serve graven images, that boast themselves of things of nought; 
bow down to Him, all you gods (Tehillim / Psalms 97:7).  Forth-
with the nations of the earth will throw the graven images down to 
Abaddon, as is said in that day a man will cast away his idols of sil-
ver, and his idols of gold (Isaiah 2:20).  In that day, Zion will hear 
and will be glad (Tehillim / Psalms 97:8).  Why?  Because of Your 
judgments, O Lord, for You will execute judgment upon the nations 
of the earth and upon their images.  Then all the inhabitants of the 
world will say to the people of Israel, O you that love the Lord, hate 
evil; He preserves the souls of His saints; He delivers them out of 
the hand of the wicked (Tehillim / Psalms 97:10).  Light is sown 
for the righteous (Tehillim / Psalms 97:11).  This is the great light 
which the Holy One blessed be He, created when the earth was 
created, and which He hid away for the righteous against the time 
when He will take it from its sheath, as is said Raise, shine, for your 
light is come (Isaiah 60:1).  Then the holy One blessed be He, will 
say, Be glad in the Lord, you righteous; and give thanks to His Holy 
Name (Tehillim / Psalms 97:12).
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TheTPsalmTstates,T:ehlִֹאֱל-iָּכTֹוi-ּשְׁתַּחֲווlִTehiִhiֱִבָּאTehiִiְlַiְִּמlַTi ֶ/ֶThֵעֹבְד-iָּכT|TּבשׁוhֵTTT— 97:7 Let all those be 
ashamed who serve graven images, Who boast themselves of idols; Worship Him, all you gods. (NASB)  The 
AramaicTTargumTstates,Tא׃iטעוThחi/TאhעמTiכThקדמוTגדון hוTאiבטעוTןhבחiדמשTאi h/Thחi/TiכTוןilבhTT— 
97:7 All who worship idols will be ashamed, who pride themselves on a false god; and all the peoples who 
worship a false god will bow down in his presence. (EMC)TTTheTMTTandTtheTTargumTusedTtheTwordsTElohimT
(ehlִֹאֱל)TTheTTargumTusesTtheTwordTאiטעו (idolatrous divinity JLAtg, Gal, PTA, LJLA. --(a) idol of such a 
divinty JLAtg, Gal, PTA, CPA, LJLA. --(b) a type of spirit JBAmb.)TtheTideaTisTconveyedTbyTtheTMTTwordTforT
idolsT(ehiִhiֱִא)TthoseTworthlessTthingsTasTshamingTthoseTwhoTworshipTthem.TTItTisTinterestingThowTtheTSep-
tuagintTtranslatesTthisTwordTasTangelsT(ageloi,Tἄγγελοι)T97:7TαἰσχυνθήτωσανTπάντεςTοἱTπροσκυνοῦντεςTτοῖςT
γλυπτοῖςTοἱTἐγκαυχώμενοιTἐνTτοῖςTεἰδώλοιςTαὐτῶνTπροσκυνήσατεTαὐτῷTπάντεςTοἱTἄγγελοιTαὐτοῦT97:7 Let 
all that worship graven images be ashamed, who boast of their idols; worship him, all ye his angels. (LXX)  
TheTrabbisTtranslateT“angels”TandTnotT“gods”TasTisTfoundTinTtheTMT.TTHereTtheTtermTmayTbeTaTreferenceTtoT
aTsupernaturalTbeingTasTsomethingTthatTisTworshipedTbyTtheTheathenTnationsTasTdeities.TTRashiTonTTehillim / 
Psalms 97:7Tstates,T:TוףiחhTihiכTehihiאlוT(בTlhשעh)TבhiדכT.Ti /ThעובדTiכTבשוh (All who serve sculpture/
idols dry up . Written in (Isaiah 2) and the idols will completely pass away)TmakingTreferenceTtoTthoseTwhoT
serveTstatutesT(sculptures)TandTtoTIsaiah 2.

Isaiah 2:1-12
2:1 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2:2 Now 
it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the Lord Will be estab-
lished as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations 
will stream to it. 2:3 And many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His 
ways And that we may walk in His paths.’ For the law will go forth from Zion And the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. 2:4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render 
decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will 
they learn war. 2:5 Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the Lord. 2:6 For 
You have abandoned Your people, the house of Jacob, Because they are filled with influences 
from the east, And they are soothsayers like the Philistines, And they strike bargains with the 
children of foreigners. 2:7 Their land has also been filled with silver and gold And there is no 
end to their treasures; Their land has also been filled with horses And there is no end to their 
chariots. 2:8 Their land has also been filled with idols; They worship the work of their hands, 
That which their fingers have made. 2:9 So the common man has been humbled And the man 
of importance has been abased, But do not forgive them. 2:10 Enter the rock and hide in the 
dust From the terror of the Lord and from the splendor of His majesty. 2:11 The proud look 
of man will be abased And the loftiness of man will be humbled, And the Lord alone will be 
exalted in that day. 2:12 For the Lord of hosts will have a day of reckoning Against everyone 
who is proud and lofty And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be abased. (NASB)

IsaiahTspokeTofTtheTlastTdaysTwhereTtheTmountainTofTtheTLordTwillTbeTestablishedTasTtheTchiefTofTmountains.TT
HeTsaysTthatTitTwillTbeTraisedTupTaboveTallTtheTmountains,TsuggestingTtheTmountainTofTtheTLordTisTaTreferenceT
toTIsrael,TasTbeingTchiefTisTaTreferenceTtoTbeingTheadToverTtheTnations,TorTraisedTupToverTtheTnationsTinTtheT
senseTthatTtheTpeopleTofTGodTwillTbeTliftedThigh,TbasedTuponTtheTmannerTinTwhichToneTlivesThisTlifeTforTtheT
Lord.T(The Righteous nation shall rise up.)TTThisTisTparalleledTtoTdrawingTnearTtoTtheThouseTofTtheTLordTandT
walkingTinTHisTpaths,TandTtheTLordTwillTruleToverTtheTnationsTinTtheTsenseTthatTHeTwillTbringTjudicialTdecisionsT
betweenTtheTnations.TTWarTandTbloodshedTwillTend,TandTallTtheTpeopleTofTtheTearthTwillTbeTilluminatedTbyTtheT
lightTofTGodT(HisTrighteousness,Tholiness,TandTtruth).TTSoTRashi’sTcommentaryTspeaksTofTsomethingToppo-
siteTtoTwhatTisTwrittenTinTTehillim / Psalms 97:7TofTtheTnationsTTehiִhiֱִבָּאTehiִiְlַiְִּמlַTi ֶ/ֶThֵעֹבְד-iָּכT|TּבשׁוhֵTTT— 
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:ehlִֹאֱל-iָּכTֹוi-ּשְׁתַּחֲווlִ 97:7 Let all those be ashamed who serve graven images, Who boast themselves of 
idols; Worship Him, all you gods. (NASB)TTTheTdescriptionTIsaiahTisTgivingTisTofTtheTlastTdaysTwithTtheTreturnT
ofTtheTLordTwhoTrulesTandTreignsToverTtheTnationsTwhoThaveTforsakenTtheirTidolatry.TTIsaiahTsaidT2:5 Come, 
house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the Lord. 2:6 For You have abandoned Your people, the house 
of Jacob, Because they are filled with influences from the east, And they are soothsayers like the Philistines, 
And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners. 2:7 Their land has also been filled with silver and 
gold And there is no end to their treasures; Their land has also been filled with horses And there is no end 
to their chariots. 2:8 Their land has also been filled with idols; They worship the work of their hands, That 
which their fingers have made. (NASB)TwhereTtheTLordTturnedTfromTIsraelTbecauseTofTherTidolatryTandTcon-
sultingTofTtheTnations.TTInTtheTlastTdaysTallTofTtheTnationsTwillTseekTtheTLordTandTcomeTbeforeTHimTinTtheTHolyT
Place.
T TheTMidrashTstates,T“In the time to come, all the nations of the earth will assemble with their graven 
images in their hands,”TspeakingTofTaTtimeTwhenTallTmenTwillTcomeTbeforeTtheTLordTGodTofTIsrael.TTTheyT
willTbringTwithTthemTtheirTidols.TTWhatTisTinterestingTisThowTweTenteredTintoTthisTworld,TwhereTPaulTwroteT
in 1 Timothy 6:7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 
(NASB)TButTyetThereTinTtheTMidrash,TtheTpeopleTstandTbeforeTtheTLordTnotTwithTsilverTorTgold,TbutTwithTtheirT
idols.TTHowTisTitTpossibleTforToneTtoTenterTintoTtheTworldTwithTnothing,TandTleaveTtheTworldTwithTnothing,TbutT
yetTbringingTanTidolTbeforeTtheTLordTinTtheTworldTtoTcome?TTThisTmightTbeTexplainedTbyTEzekiel 14.

Ezekiel 14:1-14
14:1 Then some elders of Israel came to me and sat down before me. 14:2 And the word of 
the Lord came to me, saying, 14:3 ‘Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their 
hearts and have put right before their faces the stumbling block of their iniquity. Should I be 
consulted by them at all? 14:4 ‘Therefore speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord 
God, ‘Any man of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before 
his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the Lord will 
be brought to give him an answer in the matter in view of the multitude of his idols, 14:5 in 
order to lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel who are estranged from Me through all 
their idols.’’ 14:6 ‘Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God, ‘Repent and 
turn away from your idols and turn your faces away from all your abominations. 14:7 ‘For 
anyone of the house of Israel or of the immigrants who stay in Israel who separates himself 
from Me, sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling block of his 
iniquity, and then comes to the prophet to inquire of Me for himself, I the Lord will be brought 
to answer him in My own person. 14:8 ‘I will set My face against that man and make him 
a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from among My people. So you will know that I 
am the Lord. 14:9 ‘But if the prophet is prevailed upon to speak a word, it is I, the Lord, who 
have prevailed upon that prophet, and I will stretch out My hand against him and destroy 
him from among My people Israel. 14:10 ‘They will bear the punishment of their iniquity; 
as the iniquity of the inquirer is, so the iniquity of the prophet will be, 14:11 in order that the 
house of Israel may no longer stray from Me and no longer defile themselves with all their 
transgressions. Thus they will be My people, and I shall be their God,’’ declares the Lord 
God.’ 14:12 Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, 14:13 ‘Son of man, if a country 
sins against Me by committing unfaithfulness, and I stretch out My hand against it, destroy 
its supply of bread, send famine against it and cut off from it both man and beast, 14:14 even 
though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, by their own righteousness 
they could only deliver themselves,’ declares the Lord God. (NASB)

MostTpeopleTbelieveTidolatryTinvolvesTworshipingTsomeTinanimateTobject,TsuchTasTtheTAshtorethTpoleT(Note: 
Ashtoreth is the moon goddess of the Phoenicians, representing the passive principle in nature, their princi-
pal female deity; frequently associated with the name of Baal, the sun-god, their chief male deity, see Judges 
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10:6 and 1 Samuel 7:4; 12:10, These names often occur in the plural (Ashtaroth, Baalim), probably as in-
dicating either different statues or different modifications of the deities. This deity is spoken of as Ashtoreth 
of the Zidonians. She was the Ishtar of the Accadians and the Astarte of the Greeks (Jer. 44:17; 1 Kings 
11:5, 33; 2 Kings 23:13). There was a temple of this goddess among the Philistines in the time of Saul (1 
Sam. 31:10). Under the name of Ishtar, she was one of the great deities of the Assyrians. The Phoenicians 
called her Astarte. Solomon introduced the worship of this idol (1 Kings 11:33). Jezebel’s 400 priests were 
probably employed in its service (1 Kings 18:19). It was called the “queen of heaven” (Jeremiah 44:25).)TorT
similarTdeity’sToneTfindsTforTexampleTinTotherTreligionsTsuchTasTHinduism.TTIdolatryThoweverTcomesTinTmanyT
formsTandTareTnotTlimitedTtoTtheTmoltenTimagesT(Bamidbar / Numbers 33:52, Devarim / Deuteronomy 9:12, 
27:15, Judges 17:3, 17:4, 18:14-18, etc)TwhichTwereTsoToftenTmentionedTinTtheTscriptures.TTheTidolsTEzekielT
speaksTofTconcernsTthoseTweTestablishTinTourThearts.TTThisTmayTalsoTbeTtheTkindTofTidolsTtheTrabbisTareTthink-
ingTofTwithTregardTtoTtheTMidrash,TgoingTbeforeTtheTLordTwithTtheirTidolsTinThand.TTSuchTidolsTofTtheTheartT
includeTpersonalTpride,Tfame,Tmoney,Tfinances,Tschool,Teducation,Tsports,Tetc.TTITwouldTalsoTconcludeTthatT
tryingTtoT“please”TeveryoneTasTopposedTtoTtryingTtoTpleaseTtheTLordTGodTofTIsraelTisTalsoTaTformTofTidolatryT
ofTtheTheart.TTTheTidolsTofTtheTheartThaveTbecomeTanTepidemicTinTChristianTsocietyTtoday.TTPeopleTareTmoreT
concernedTwithTwhichTsportsTteamTisTwinningTtheTsuperTbowl,TwhatTtheTlatestThottestTclothingTaTparticularT
actorTorTmovieTstarTisTwearing,TorTanyTotherTbitTifTuselessTinformationTratherTthanTaskingTtheTLordTGodThowT
HeTcanThelpTusTtoTbecomeTaTbetterTwitnessTtoTourTfamily,Tspouse,Tfriends,TandTneighbors,Tetc.TTWhileTstudyT
theTscriptures,TtheTLordTGodTspeaksTtoTusTandTteachesTusTwhichThighlightsTtheTimportanceTofTstudyingTGod’sT
wordTeachTday.TTDanielTspokeTofTtheTlastTdays,TandThowTtheTwickedTwillTcontinueTinTtheirTwickednessTandT
noneTofTtheTwickedTshallTunderstand.TTWeTareTseeingTevidenceTforTthisTbyTtheTdivisionTinTtheTChurch,ToverT
variousTtopics,TsuchTasTtheTtopicTofThomosexuality.

Daniel 12:10
Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and 
none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. (KJV)

TodayTitTisTgettingTdifficultTtoTdiscernTtheTmeaningTofTtheTwordT“Christian”TbecauseTofTtheTsinfulTlifestyleTofT
thoseTwhoTclaimTtoTbeTChristian.TTTheTindicationTofTsuchTisTwhenToneTisTaTbelieverTinTword,TbutTone’sTdeedsTdoT
notTproduceTtheTfruitsTofTtheTspirit.TTThereTisTaTdifferenceTbetweenTthoseTwhoTareTsaved,TcallingTsinTforTwhatT
itTis,Tsin,TandTthereTareTthoseTwhoTexchangeTgoodTforTevil,TandTtheTtruthTforTaTlie,TandTwillTnotTadmitTthatTtheirT
sin. (Isaiah 5:20-24, i.e. hyper-grace movement)TTMostTpeopleTtodayTdespiseTtheTjudgmentsTofTGod,TtakeTforT
exampleTtheTgreatTanimosityTthereTisTagainstTtheTTorah.TT

Ezekiel 20:16
Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sab-
baths: for their heart went after their idols. (KJV)

WorshipTbeginsTinTtheTheart,TandTthusTGodTdesiresTthatTweTcomeTbackTtoTtheTheartTofTWorshipTwithThimTatTtheT
centerTwithoutTtheTidolsTofTthisTlife,Tlust,Tmoney,Tetc.TTheTLordTsearchesTdeeperTthanTweTrealize,TheTknowsT
ourTdeepestTfears,TandTdesires.TTTherefore,TtheTsameTthatTcomesTasTaTresultTofTone’sTidolatry,TisTbecauseTtheT
idol,TtheTthingTthatToneTplacesTatTtheTcenterTofTone’sTlife,TtakesToneTawayTfromTtheTLord,TandThasTtheTcapacityT
toTtakeToneTawayTfromTHisTcommandsTbecauseTservingTtheseTimages,TtheseTidolsTtakesTusTawayTfromTtheT
mostTimportantTaspectTofTourTfaithTasTtheTchildrenTofTGod,TwhichTisTtoTserveTtheTLordTGodTofTIsraelTandTHisT
MessiahTYeshua.
T TheTMidrashTcontinuesTsayingTtheTfollowing:

Ashamed be all they that serve graven images (Tehillim / Psalms 97:7).  Rabbi Samuel son 
of Nakhmani taught, In the time to come, all the nations of the earth will assemble with their 
graven images in their hands.  He Holy One blessed be He, will ask them, In what have you 
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believed?  And they will reply, in such an image, or in such an image.  The Holy One blessed 
be He, will say, But there is nothing in them.  And He will go on, Here are they lame and the 
dumb and the blind whom I have stricken.  Let the images come and heal them.  Then the 
nations of the earth, seeing that there is nothing to their graven images, will case them down 
from their hands.  Whereupon the Holy One blessed be He, will give some life, as it were, to 
the graven images, and the graven images will come and worship the Holy One blessed be 
He, so that the nations of the earth will be ashamed and confounded.  Hence, Ashamed be 
all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of things of nought; bow down to 
Him, all you gods (Tehillim / Psalms 97:7).  Forthwith the nations of the earth will throw the 
graven images down to Abaddon, as is said in that day a man will cast away his idols of sil-
ver, and his idols of gold (Isaiah 2:20).  In that day, Zion will hear and will be glad (Tehillim 
/ Psalms 97:8).  Why?  Because of Your judgments, O Lord, for You will execute judgment 
upon the nations of the earth and upon their images.  Then all the inhabitants of the world 
will say to the people of Israel, O you that love the Lord, hate evil; He preserves the souls of 
His saints; He delivers them out of the hand of the wicked (Tehillim / Psalms 97:10).  

TheTMidrashTspeaksTofTtheTinsignificantTnatureTofTtheTimageT(idol)TthatToneTholdsTonTtoTallThisTlife,TnotThavingT
theTcapacityTtoThealTtheTlame,Tdumb,TorTblind.TTNoteTthatThealingTdoesTnotTnecessarilyTneedTtoTreferTtoTphysicalT
sickness,TbutTmayTalsoTreferTtoThealingTofTrelationships,Temotional,TandTmental.TTITwouldTbeTasTboldTtoTstateT
thatTifTtheTLordTisTnotThealingTsomethingTinTyourTlife,TmaybeTitTisTtimeTtoTlookTaTlittleTdeeperTatTyourTlifeTandT
relationshipTwithTtheTLordTandTwithTothers.TTNoteTwhatTPeterTsaysTinT1 Peter 3:7 You husbands in the same 
way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and 
show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered. (NASB)TTIfT
aThusbandsTprayerTlifeTmayTbeThinderedTbyThisTrelationshipTwithThisTwife,TwhatTotherTrelationshipTattributesT
doTyouTthinkTwouldThinderTansweredTprayer?TTWhatTaboutTourTattitudeTforTeverythingTweTdo?TTTheTMidrashT
continuesTbyTemphasizingThowTtheTnationsTwillTthrownTtheirTgravenTimagesTdownTtoTAbaddonT(Hell).TTWhenT
weTchooseTtoTabandonTtheTthingsTweTsetTupTthatTsupersedeTtheTLordTGodTofTIsrael,TthenTevenTheavenTitselfT
willThearTandTrejoiceT(Luke 15:7-10).  
T MidrashTTehillimT97,TPartT2TconcludesTsaying,T“Light is sown for the righteous (Tehillim / Psalms 97:11). 
This is the great light which the Holy One blessed be He, created when the earth was created, and which He 
hid away for the righteous against the time when He will take it from its sheath, as is said Raise, shine, for 
your light is come (Isaiah 60:1).  Then the holy One blessed be He, will say, Be glad in the Lord, you righ-
teous; and give thanks to His Holy Name (Tehillim / Psalms 97:12).”TTNoteTthereTisTsomethingTthatThasTbeenT
createdTfromTsinceTbeforeTtheTcreation,TthatTtheTLordThasTreservedTforTHisTpeople.TTThisTLightTthatTisTsown,T
areTrighteousness,Tholiness,Tjustice,TandTtruth,TallTofTwhichTGod’sTpeopleTareTcalledTtoTwalkTinTaccordingTtoT
God’sTWord.TTWhereas,TjudgmentT(justice,Trighteousness)TisTmetedToutTtoTthoseTwhoTareTdisobedient,TorTasT
PaulTsays,TtoTthoseTwhoTdoTnotT“Obey”TtheTgospelTofTYeshuaT(2 Thessalonians 1).TTNoteTthatTtheTApostolicT
WritingsTspeakTofTtheTnewTmanTwhoTisTcreatedTinTjustice,Tholiness,TandTtruth,TandTthereforeTitTisTtimeTtoTbeginT
theTprocessTofTcastingTawayTtheTidolsTweThaveTcreatedTinTourTheartsTandTlives,TandTbeginTtoTseekTtheTLordTGodT
inTheavenTwithTallTofTourTheart,Tmind,TandTstrengthT(Devarim / Deuteronomy 6:5).TTLet’sTPray!

HeavenlyTFather,

T WeTthankTYouTforTYourTmerciesTeachTday.TTHelpTusTtoTseeTtheTidolsTweThaveTcreatedTinTourTheartsTandThelpT
usTtoTcastTthemTawayTforTweTdesireTtoTseekTandTserveTYouTaloneTallTtheTdaysTofTourTlives.TTLordThelpTusTtoT
haveTtheTstrengthTtoTstandTforTtruthTandTlife,TandTtoThaveTfaithTinTYeshuaTandTaTdevotionTtoTYourTWordTeveryT
day.TTWeTthankTYouTLordTforTYourTcontinuedTfaithfulnessTtoTYourTpromisesTandTtoTus.TTThankTYouTLordTforT
givingTusTtheTfaithTtoTbelieveTinTYeshuaTtheTMessiahTandTforTalwaysTcallingTourTheartsTbackTtoTYou!TTPleaseT
haveTmercyTonTus,TforgiveTusTforTourTsins.TTHelpTusTtoTgrowTinTourTfaith,TtoTwalkTinTtheTspirit,TandTapplyTtheseT
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truthsTtoTourTlives.TTWeTpraiseTYourTHolyTNameTandTgiveTYouTallTofTtheThonor,TandTtheTglory,TandTtheTpraiseT
foreverTandTever.TT

InTYeshua’sT(Jesus’)TNameTweTpray!TTAmen!

BeTBlessedTinTYeshua,TChristTourTMessiah!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
iilוiTlhאדוננוTמו נוTו בhנוhTשועTמiךlTמשhחiTעוTeiועד:
HallelujahTforTourTLord,TourTTeacher,TourTRabbi,

“Yeshua”TKingTMessiahTforeverTandTever
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