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Having the Strength of Faith and Devotion to God’s Word

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 95:1-11, the Psalm opens saying, 7¥°73 7172 73371 107 X
1YY 987 95:1 O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.
(NASB) The Lord is described as the rock of our salvation. What is it about the rock that saves? The Psalm
continues saying, 7 :D°178-72-2¥ 2373 7201 73 2973 9X 02 A :19 ¥093 NI 702 119 anTRl 2
;12 0997 nIvYINY YIR-"p0n T2 WK 95:2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us
shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 95:3 For the Lord is a great God And a great King above all gods, 95:4
In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His also. (NASB) The psalmist
calls for us to come before the Lord and give thanks for all that He has done. His power as Lord over all is
described as King who is above all gods. Does this statement give credence to the existence of other gods?
The Lord is all powerful, drawing a parallel to His creation having power over all the earth, even to its
depths. The psalmist draws this parallel saying, TIIRWI IR 1 393 1T W) WY XI7) 027 $9-WR 7
AIWY 71-2197 12723 7Y91) 95:5 The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the
dry land. 95:6 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. (NASB) We
kneel before the Lord because we recognize the power of God and His ability to save us and to overcome

anything, absolutely anything! The psalm continues saying, 77 J8XY in°V 7 0¥ 1MIR) 078 R0 7

2VHYN 19p2-08 017 95:7 For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His
hand. Today, if you would hear His voice, (NASB) This psalm is quoted in Hebrews 3:15 while it is said,
“TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED
ME.” (NASB) The Psalm concludes saying, 1101 /R ¥ :127%2 797 012 72°71%3 07227 Wpa-9% 1
TWR X 277 WT-X? 07 07 227 YR OY TR V172 IPR | MW YRR 0 0Y9 R0 2102 001K
SDMII-2X PIN2-OX “HRI "AYAYI 95:8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, As in the day of Massah
in the wilderness, 95:9 “When your fathers tested Me, They tried Me, though they had seen My work. 95:10
‘For forty years | loathed that generation, And said they are a people who err in their heart, And they do not
know My ways. 95:11 ‘Therefore | swore in My anger, Truly they shall not enter into My rest.” (NASB) The
key to the psalm is to have a willing heart, and the desire to seek the Lord all the days of our lives.
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Tehillim / Psalms 95

95:1 O come, let us sing for joy to the
Lord, Let us shout joyfully to the rock
of our salvation. 95:2 Let us come
before His presence with thanks-
giving, Let us shout joyfully to Him
with psalms. 95:3 For the Lord is a
great God And a great King above
all gods, 95:4 In whose hand are the
depths of the earth, The peaks of the
mountains are His also. 95:5 The sea
is His, for it was He who made it,
And His hands formed the dry land.
95:6 Come, let us worship and bow
down, Let us kneel before the Lord
our Maker. 95:7 For He is our God,
And we are the people of His pasture
and the sheep of His hand. Today, if
you would hear His voice, 95:8 Do
not harden your hearts, as at Merib-
ah, As in the day of Massah in the
wilderness, 95:9 ‘When your fathers
tested Me, They tried Me, though
they had seen My work. 95:10 ‘For
forty years I loathed that generation,
And said they are a people who err
in their heart, And they do not know
My ways. 95:11 ‘Therefore I swore
in My anger, Truly they shall not en-
ter into My rest.” (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 95

95:1 Come, let us sing praise before
the Lord, let us shout aloud before
the Mighty One of our redemption.
95:2 Let us come before his face
with thanksgiving, with hymns let
us shout aloud before him. 95:3 For
the Lord is the great God, and the
great king over every god. 95:4 From
whose hand the depths of the earth
are suspended, and the strongholds
of the mountain height are his. 95:5
His is the sea, and he made it; and
his hands created the dry land. 95:6
Come, let us bow down and prostrate
ourselves; let us kneel in the presence
of the Lord who makes us. 95:7 For
he is our God and we are his people
and the flock of his hand’s pasturing;
today, if you accept his word 95:8 Do
not harden your heart as in the dis-
pute, as on the day you tested God in
the wilderness. 95:9 For your fathers
tempted me, they tried me; yet they
saw my works. 95:10 Forty years |
rejected the generation of the wilder-
ness, and I said, “They are a people
with error in their heart, and they
do not know my ways.” 95:11 For I
swore in the harshness of my wrath,
“They will not enter the repose of my
sanctuary.” (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 95

The praise of a Song by David. 95:1
Come, let us exult in the Lord; let us
make a joyful noise to God our Sav-
iour. 95:2 Let us come before his pres-
ence with thanksgiving, and make a
joyful noise to him with psalms. 95:3
For the Lord is a great God, and a
great king over all gods: for the Lord
will not cast off his people. 95:4 For
the ends of the earth are in his hands;
and the heights of the mountains are
his. 95:5 For the sea is his, and he
made it: and is hands formed the dry
land. 95:6 Come, let us worship and
fall down before him; and weep be-
fore the Lord that made us. 95:7 For
he is our God; and we are the peo-
ple of his pasture, and the sheep of
his hand. 95:8 To-day, if ye will hear
his voice, harden not your hearts, as
in the provocation, according to the
day of irritation in the wilderness:
95:9 where your fathers tempted me,
proved me, and saw my works. 95:10
Forty years was [ grieved with this
generation, and said, They do always
err in their heart, and they have not
known my ways. 95:11 So I swear in
my wrath, They shall not enter into
my rest. (LXX)
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In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 95:1-11, the Psalm opens saying, 7¥°73 7172 73371 107 X
Y 7987 95:1 O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.
(NASB) The Lord is described as the rock of our salvation. What is it about the Rock that saves that we find

throughout the Scriptures? Rabbi Yaakov comments upon salvation (7i¥12°) in the following way:
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The yearning for salvation isn’t only about the future, but also in the present - to scout each
hour that the redemption could come. Thus, this is also included in the yearning for salva-
tion: to recognize and to believe that Israel is worthy of being redeemed at any and every
moment, that even if the defects are numerous on the outside, they are pure and clean on the
inside.

Rabbi Yaakov states that salvation isn’t only about the future, it is also about the present. This is the per-
spective with regard to the Rock that saves, the Rock is unmoving which brings with it both a present day
and future expectation of security. In a similar manner, the Lord God in heaven is our Rock, He is unmov-
ing, and we have the security of both a present day and future hope because of the Lord’s unmoving and
unchanging nature. Rabbi Yaakov believes that Israel is worthy of salvation from her enemies regardless
of the number of sins she has on the outside, saying that she is clean on the inside. This draws in the Torah
concept of the *““circumcision of the heart”” such as what the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 2:29. (Romans
2:27 And he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having
the letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 2:28 For he is not a Jew who is one
outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 2:29 But he is a Jew who is one inward-
ly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from
men, but from God. NASB) Paul is calling upon a very Torah centric teaching referring to having a pure
heart that is separated unto God. These words of Paul to the Romans may be confusing to the person who
does not study the Torah and the Tanach annually regarding circumcision. Paul relates circumcision to not
just an outward sign of being set apart unto God. If the heart is sinful, then physical circumcision is of no
avail. His conclusion is that a circumcised body and a sinful heart are at odds with one another. Paul goes
on to discuss how the Holy Spirit of God is able to purify the heart, to work in our lives drawing us back to
God’s ways according to His Torah and thereby setting us apart unto the Lord God in heaven. Ultimately, a
person’s heart must change. Paul calls this change ““circumcision of the heart” just as the Torah describes
the circumcised heart as it is related to the context of obedience and/or disobedience to the command. The
Lord has always wanted His people to have a newness of life that is centered in a way of living that is gov-
erned by one’s love for Him, to know Him and to follow Him, just as Jeremiah said, ““Circumcise yourselves
to the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem, or my wrath will break
out and burn like fire because of the evil you have done” (Jeremiah 4:4). This is then related to repentance
and the inward change to be right with the Lord. These are the things Yeshua the Messiah taught us to do
by example (Matthew 5:17) and the manner in which we are made right with the Lord, beginning with the
changed of our hearts by our faith in the Messiah (John 3:16, Ephesians 2:8-9). It is in these things that we
are made joyful, in the manner in which the Lord works in our lives to save us. This is why our salvation
is not simply a future thing to be attained, but is also a present day reality. In Vayikra / Leviticus 23, we are
given reason for celebrating the salvation of God.
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Vayikra / Leviticus 23:39-43

23:39 Mark, on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered-in the yield
of your land, you shall observe the festival of the Eternal [to last] seven days; a complete
rest on the first day, and a complete rest on the eighth day. 23:40 On the first day you shall
take the product of the hadar trees, branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and willows
of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Eternal your God seven days. 23:41 You shall
observe it as a festival of the Eternal for seven days in the year; you shall observe it in the
seventh months a law for all time, throughout the ages. 23:42 You shall dwell in booths seven
days; all citizens in Israel shall dwell in booths; 23:43 in order that future generations may
know that | made the Israelite people dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of
Egypt: | am the Eternal your God.

The salvation of the Lord, as it is understood in the present day reality of salvation according to Judaism, is
found in the mitzvah on the in-gathering of the grain, and the festival of Succot. The Lord is the One who
brings the rains and causes our crops to grow. He is the One who works in our hearts to draw us back to
Himself, in worship, adoration, and praise. He is the One who protects us from our enemies, and this is the
reason the psalm opens saying, YY" XY 7Y 72 73370 107 X 95:1 O come, let us sing for joy to
the Lord, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. (NASB)

Maimonides has the following to say according to his Mishneh Torah.
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Mishneh Torah, Rest on a Holiday 6:20

When a person eats, drinks, and celebrates on a festival, he should not let himself become
overly drawn to drinking wine, mirth, and levity, saying “whoever indulges in these activities
more is increasing his observance of the mitzvah of rejoicing.” For drunkenness, profuse
mirth, and levity are not rejoicing; they are frivolity and foolishness. And we were not com-
manded to indulge in frivolity or foolishness, but rather in rejoicing that involves the service
of the Creator of all existence. Thus [Deuteronomy 28:47] states, “Because you did not serve
the Eternal, your God, with happiness and a glad heart, and with an abundance of prosperi-
ty.”” This teaches us that service [of God] involves joy. And it is impossible to truly serve God
while in the midst of levity, frivolity, or drunkenness.

Maimonides warns about the kind of celebration we should be involved in before the Lord, to limit food and
drink, and to focus upon our service before the Lord, to study God’s Word, and to be happy in the abundance
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that He has provided for us. It is impossible to truly serve the Lord God in Joy while living in the midst of
levity, frivolity, or drunkenness.

Rashbam states that God’s strength is in the mountains.

Rashbam on Numbers 24:8, Part 1

nDYIN, strength, as in Psalms 95:4 1% 2377 MayIN, “He possesses the strength of moun-
tains.”

What does it mean that God’s strength is that of the mountains, as it pertains to our shouting for joy to the
Rock of our salvation? The reasonable conclusion is the mountains are unmovable and therefore by similar-
ity, the strength of God is also unmovable. A solid foundation and a solid wall has the capability of saving
lives during war. The parallel is that the Lord God in heaven is our solid foundation and unmoving wall.
The Psalm continues saying, -?72-2¥ 2173 7203 731 2373 9% %2 3 :3% ¥ nivnra a7ina vio onTpy 2
112 077 NIBYINY PAR-R0N 1702 WK 7 :0°77R 95:2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiv-
ing, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 95:3 For the Lord is a great God And a great King above all
gods, 95:4 In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His also. (NASB) The
psalmist calls for us to come before the Lord and give thanks for all that He has done. His power, as Lord
over all, is described as ““King who is above all gods.” Does this statement give credence to the existence
of other gods? Similarly, this draws to memory the Scripture from Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:17.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:17
10:17 ‘For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty,

and the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe. (NASB, 737> > 1

W)

The question then is, “What does it mean that God is the God of gods and Lord of lords?”” Does this give
credence to the existence of other gods? We know there is only one Lord and God over all, the Scriptures
clearly describe the Lord God in heaven as the one true God. Sometimes however, the Scriptures reference
other gods and lords. For example, in Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:17 the Lord is described as above the oth-
er gods and lords. The emphasis is on Lord God’s supremacy and His greatness and might, as being strong
and unmovable as the mountains. When we read the Scriptures that say the Lord is God of gods, this is in
reference to the Lord God of Israel who is more powerful and greater than any of the so called gods of the
nations. The verse does not teach the existence of other gods, but that the gods of the nations are only wood
and stone, and cannot speak, hear, or see. Rather, the Lord God of Israel says, “I am the LORD, and there
is no other; apart from me there is no God” (Isaiah 45:5). The prophet Isaiah also says in Isaiah 43:11 ‘I,
even |, am the Lord, And there is no savior besides Me. 43:12 ‘It is | who have declared and saved and pro-
claimed, And there was no strange god among you; So you are My witnesses,” declares the Lord, ‘And | am
God. 43:13 “Even from eternity | am He, And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; | act and who
can reverse it?’ (NASB) The Lord alone is worthy of worship (Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:21), idols have
no power, “All the gods of the nations are worthless™ (1 Chronicles 16:26, Tehillim / Psalm 96:5). Tehillim
/ Psalm 97:7 adds, ““All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols.” These and many
other passages note that there is only one God where to worship any other god is an exercise in futility. The
term “‘Lord of lords™ is a reference to God’s greatness over and above all other leaders or anyone who holds
a place of authority and power. In the Apostolic Writings, the phrase *““Lord of lords™ is used also in refer-
ence to Yeshua the Messiah. Paul teaches about Yeshua to Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:15 saying ““he who is the
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords.” (ESV) Revelation 17:14 also speaks of
Yeshua’s return, saying, “He is Lord of lords and King of kings.”” Revelation 19:16 also adds, “On his robe
and on his thigh he has this name written: king of kings and lord of lords.” It is interesting in the title ““Lord
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of lords™ we are given a description of the unique power of God which provides insight into the nature of
His Messiah as well. The Lord God of Israel, our Father in heaven is the One called “Lord of lords™ in
Devarim / Deuteronomy 10:17 and the Apostolic Writings title the Son of God (Yeshua the Messiah) as the
one having authority and power over all speaking of him also as the King of kings and Lord of lords. The
Lord God in heaven is powerful, and so is His Messiah Yeshua. This is why in the Acts of the Apostles, we
are told in Acts 4:12 “‘And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men by which we must be saved.” (NASB)
Saying the Lord is all powerful draws a parallel to His creation and His having power over all the earth,
even to its depths. The psalmist draws in this context saying, 1 :37%> 17> W22 10y K37 227 92-WK 1
AV 7I-°397 112723 Y1) MR IN3 95:5 The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands
formed the dry land. 95:6 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
(NASB) We kneel before the Lord because we recognize the power of God and His ability to save us and
to overcome anything, absolutely anything! Note how the rabbis relate the Lord, His power to create and
form the dry lands, to our worship and adoration of the Lord, our bowing down and kneeling before Him,
our Maker.

Ein Yaakov on the Talmud Bavli Ketubot 1:1

KETHUBOTH (Fol. 5) Bar Kapara expounded: “Great are the acts of the righteous, even
more so than the act of creating heavens and earth, for concerning the act of [creating]
heavens and earth it is written (Is. 48, 13) My hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth,
and My right hand spanned the heavens; but concerning the acts of the righteous it is written
(Ex. 15:17) The place, O Lord, which Thou hast wrought for Thy residence, the sanctuary,
O Lord, which Thy hands have established.”” An objection was raised by a certain Babylo-
nian whose name was R. Chiya (Ps. 95:5) And whose hands (in plural) have formed the dry
land. [Hence also in creation both hands were employed ?] ““However, it is written Yado
(his hand),” came the reply. But it is written Yatzaru (they formed). Whereupon R. Nachman
b. Isaac explained that this refers to the fingers, as it is written (Ib. 8, 4) When | behold the
heavens, the work of Thy fingers. Another objection was raised (Ib. 19, 2) The heavens relate
the story of God; and the expanse telleth of the works of His hands. The passage means thus
: What tells the important work of the righteous? The expanse. And by what means? Through
the rains.

Akeidat Yitzchak 15:2

Bar Kapparah, in Ketuvot 5 explained that the deeds of the righteous are greater than the
creation of heaven and Earth. It is written ““Also My hand set the foundations of the earth,
and My right hand spanned the heavens.” Concerning the deeds of the righteous however, it
is written “the sanctuary of G’d which Your hands (pl) have established.””(Exodus 15:17) A
Babylonian by the name of Rabbi Chiyah objected, saying that it is written in Psalms 95:5
“His hands have fashioned the land masses.”” Rabbi Nachman explained that this refers to
His fingers, since it says “when | behold the heavens, the work of Your fingers.” (Psalms
8:4) Another objection was raised; it says “the heavens proclaim the glory of G’d and the
expanse of the sky, the work of His hands. (Psalms 19:2) The passage means ““what tells the
important work of the righteous? the skies. By what means? By means of the rainfall.”

Ein Yaakov opens with the works of righteousness and states that the work of righteousness is greater than
the act of creating the heavens and the earth. The rabbis argue over this interpretation, and conclude that
the creation directs us to the works of righteousness in the expanse, through the rains. This is the logical
conclusion based upon Parashat Bekhukotai (Vayikra / Leviticus 26). Living our lives for the Lord God in
heaven, to walk in His statutes and commandments brings froth his blessing and that blessing is found in
the way of rainfall. Akeidat Yitzchak follows with the same interpretation on the creation directing us to

6 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 95 | 7% °%°1n 150 —
understand from the beginning the Lord sought for us to walk righteously before Him. This draws with it a
very important concept found in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, according to Ephesians 2:1-16.

Ephesians 2:1-16

2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2:2 in which you formerly walked ac-
cording to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the
spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 2:3 Among them we too all formerly
lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made
us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 2:6 and raised us up with Him,
and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 2:7 so that in the ages to come
He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 2:8
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; 2:9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 2:10 For we are His workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we
would walk in them. 2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called ‘Uncircumcision’ by the so-called *Circumcision,” which is performed in the
flesh by human hands 2:12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, ex-
cluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having
no hope and without God in the world. 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who
made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 2:15 by abolish-
ing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so
that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 2:16 and
might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the
enmity. (NASB)

Note how Paul speaks of being dead in trespasses and sin being described as our former ways that following
the way of the world, which is the spirit of disobedience that is paralleled to the evil spirits which are said to
be working in the sons of disobedience. Paul is describing those who do not seek the Lord God in heaven
or His Messiah Yeshua. They are sons of the evil one who was disobedient from the beginning, and such
persons have a spirit within them that walks in the ways of disobedience, ungodliness, and wickedness. He
describes this as the lust of the flesh, the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and that those who live in this
way are the children of wrath. Paul then says that God through His mercy and because of His great love,
saved us in the Messiah (Christ) and raised us up with Him and seated us in heavenly places. The idea is that
our Father has raised us up out of the world, He has separated us from the deadness of living according to
the flesh. This raising up was not based upon our works, so that we might boast. Paul’s point is that in this
new position the Lord has placed us in the Messiah, is to cause us to leave our former ways. He clarifies this
saying 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works (maasim tovim), which
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. (NASB) The Lord has worked in our lives, raising
us up, we are His craftmanship, we are created in the image of the Messiah for good works (maasim tovim).
Paul parallels the creation of God with maasim tovim, the works of righteousness. He goes on to say that
the non-Jewish person was formerly separate, but now in the blood of the Messiah has been drawn near.
Paul concludes in Ephesians 2:13-16 of this enmity of the flesh with the Torah. The flesh does not want to
obey God’s Word, as Paul describes previously as trespasses and sin, the lust of the flesh, the desires of the
flesh and of the mind. The enmity between the flesh and the Torah is related to this spirit of disobedience
Paul is speaking of, and our desire to live for ourselves as opposed to living for the Lord in heaven. Paul
then describes the amazing thing that God has done in our lives, that is paralleled to the creative process He
is working in our lives in the Messiah Yeshua. He says, 2:15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is
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the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new
man, thus establishing peace, (NASB) The Lord has caused the flesh which was once at enmity with the
Torah, to become at peace with the Torah command. The Lord has enabled and empowered His people to
live what we were created for maasim tovim (good works). Paul is teaching a Torah centric theology here.
He describes this as 2:16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having
put to death the enmity. (NASB) Note in Ephesians 2:15, Paul says making the tow into one new man. He
is speaking of the individual, and of the community of believers. The Lord has empowered us to overcome
sin and to live a victorious life, to find Joy in the Torah of God, and to be joined with Israel in our service
to God. Therefore, Paul is writing in a very rabbinic fashion, paralleling the creation of God and works
of righteousness, the very thing we were created for from since the beginning, of the power of God which
enables us to live for the Lord according to His Torah, and the Joy of being a part of the family of God as
adopted sons of Israel.
The rabbis go on to describe these things in the following way:

Pesikta Rabbati 6:1

Another explanation. “And all the work that king Solomon had wrought in the house of the
Lord was finished.”” (Melachim | 7:51) What does “all the work” mean? It was built by itself,
rising and floating up — thus it does not say when the house was built, but rather “And the
house, when it was in building...” (Melachim | 6:7) ““...was built of stone finished at the
quarry (masa)...”” (ibid.) What does “finished at the quarry’ (masa nivne) mean? R’ Brechia
said: the stone picked itself up (nosah atzma), rose up and was built by itself. This is what
Shlomo said in his song “I have surely built You a house to dwell in...”” (Melachim | 8:13)
He says ‘I have surely built’, meaning ‘I built a building and the stones rose up and flew into
place themselves’. If you are shocked that the Holy One would do such a thing for a single
righteous person, “And a stone was brought and placed on the mouth of the pit...”” (Daniel
6:18) And where did they get a rock in Bavel? Our Rabbis said that it rolled all the way from
the land of Israel and came in an instant. So if the Holy One did such a thing for flesh and
blood, are you surprised that He would do so for the building of a house to the Holy One?

Shney Luchot HaBrit Terumah, Torah Ohr 109
This is similar to the reply Elijah is quoted to have given the person who questioned him about

the date of the redemption. He told his questioner: WWnawn 2322 aX ,01%7, “This very day,
if you will hearken to His voice™ (Psalms 95:6). This is the sentiment G’d expresses through

Jeremiah 31:8 when He describes Himself as 282 2% °n°>1, ““I am always prepared to
be a true father of Israel, just as I used to be.”” This is the reason the Midrash quotes only
the half of the verse which speaks about Israel building a Sanctuary for G’d, i.e. hearkening
to His voice. The remaining difficulty is that since this verse speaks about the construction

of the Tabernacle, why does the Torah not describe it as such and prefers to call it w7pn?

Chofetz Chaim Preface 4

And, in truth, not against Him (Gd forbid) is our plaint, but against ourselves; for it [the
redemption] is not beyond His powers, viz. (Isaiah 59:1-2): “Behold, the L-rd’s hand is not
too short to save, and His ear is not too heavy to hear. But your sins have made a separa-
tion between you and your G-d, and your transgressions have hid [His] face from you, from
hearing.”” And we find (viz. Sanhedrin 98a) that in the days of R. Yehoshua ben Levi he was
told (viz. Tehillim 95:6) that the Messiah would come “today, if you hearkened to His voice”
— even though the time of the exile decreed for Israel (one thousand years, corresponding to
the one thousand year ““day’” of the Holy One Blessed be He, had not yet passed [viz. Chida,
Petach Eiynayim, Sanhedrin, Ibid.]) In spite of this, the power of repentance would have
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annulled the decree. How much more so, more than eight hundred years after the end of that
[one-thousand-year] ““day”, [should the Messiah come if we repented]! The fault is ours
alone — that with our many sins we do not allow Him to repose His Shechinah in our midst.

The Peskita Rabbati 6:1 speaks of the building of the Solomon’s Temple as it is connected to the Psalm
which says, QY 731-°19% 712721 Y721 MIORYI X2 1 95:6 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let
us kneel before the Lord our Maker. (NASB) The idea is that the Temple was built by itself in the sense that
the Lord God has created the foundation stone, where the stone miraculously picked itself up and was built
by itself from the quarry. The rabbis say that the stones picked themselves up and flow into place, all for
the sake of one righteous person. A parallel to Daniel and the rock that covered the pit, the rabbis say the
stone rolled all the way from Israel, drawing us consistently back to the Land and to the people. This sounds
a lot like what Paul was describing to the Ephesians. Through the mercy of God, He has done something
miraculous, building up within us upon the foundation stone of Yeshua the Messiah which the Lord God in
heaven sent in a miraculous event. When we place our faith in God’s Messiah, these foundation stones fly
into place and assemble themselves, all by the power of God, and both our lives and our bodies become a
sanctuary, a place of worship to bring glory to God, and to function as both the rabbis and Paul writes that
from the beginning we were created for maasim tovim (good works), the good works of righteousness.

Sheny Lichot Habrit speaks of the day of redemption, which is connected to listening and hearing the
voice of God, which is synonymous to being obedient to His word. They conclude with a question on the
Mikdash (mikdash) masculine (plural indefinite D°W7P7, singular construct “WTRRn, plural construct =77
=) meaning a consecrated thing or place, especially, a palace, sanctuary, the hallowed part, holy place, or
sanctuary. The rabbis question why the Temple is called “This very day, if you will hearken to His voice”
and yet it is referred to as the Mikdash? The reason may be found in the interpretation on the body becoming
a sanctified place in the Messiah Yeshua, to be a sanctuary for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of God, and
a place where many maasim tovim are performed. Note that the body becoming a sanctuary does not do
away with the Temple in Jerusalem.

The commentary Chofetz Chaim also speaks of the redemption of God and His ability to save His people
and to hear their prayers. The rabbis say our sins separate us from the Lord, and that the Messiah would
come today if we would listen to His (God’s) voice. Note the parallel to the teaching found in the Apostolic
Writings. If we place our faith in the Messiah Yeshua, he will come to dwell in our hearts, he will come
today, immediately, and redemption will be found Today, right now, instantaneously! These concepts found
in the Apostolic Writings are very rabbinic, and may easily be derived from a Jewish and rabbinic context.
Again the rabbis are drawing upon the concept of *““today, if you hearkened to His voice” and the power
of repentance which annuls the spiritual consequence of violating the Torah command. Our sins cause his
Shechinah glory to leave, and so we are called to repentance and obedience, turning our lives back to the
Lord God and His ways. This is exactly what the psalmist is trying to say as he continues in his Psalm say-

ing, WHYN 9P2-08 0i*7 170 XYY IN°YIR OV 0N 09K XIT 0D 795:7 For He is our God, And we

are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you would hear His voice, (NASB) This
psalm is quoted in Hebrews 3:15 while it is said, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN
YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME.” (NASB) The position we find ourselves in with re-
gard to these Scriptures is the hardening of the heart. Have you ever found yourself in a position where you
know you should be feeling something, but don’t? You know what the Scriptures say, but maybe your heart
doesn’t feel the way Scripture says it should. Similar to how calluses toughen our skin’s exterior to numb
physical sensation, we have the ability to build walls around our hearts that prevent us from being in tune
with the emotions that are supposed to lead us towards the Lord and which may also hinder the role of the
Spirit in our lives to make changes in our lives. The hardness of the heart is a very important question we
should be asking ourselves daily because it can have devastating consequences in the long term. Mishley /
Proverbs 4:23 states “Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.”” The Scrip-
tures teach us the condition of our heart will determine how our lives will turn out. For example, if a person
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has unresolved anger, it is highly likely he or she will become an angry person who does angry things and
lashes out at others and hold long term grudges. Therefore, it is very important for us today to search our
hearts, and to listen to the voice of God through His word, and change our lives to obey His word. Seek the
Lord God our Father in heaven in the name of His Messiah Yeshua, and ask for help and the empowering of
the Holy Spirit to move and work in your life in order to bring glory to His Name! This is what the Scrip-
tures speak of concerning who we are, and what God expects from us and our lives.

Tehillim / Psalms 95 concludes saying, °1101 WX ¥ :127%2 70% 01 72°712 02227 WpA-PX N
TWR X 277 WT-X? 07 07 227 YR 0Y MR VTR IPR | MW 0OV 0 09Y9 N0 2103 001K
SNTII-2X PIR2-OX ORI "AYAYI 95:8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, As in the day of Massah
in the wilderness, 95:9 “When your fathers tested Me, They tried Me, though they had seen My work. 95:10
‘For forty years | loathed that generation, And said they are a people who err in their heart, And they do not
know My ways. 95:11 “Therefore | swore in My anger, Truly they shall not enter into My rest.” (NASB) Ein

Yaakov commentary on the Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 11 has the following to say concerning the generation
of the wilderness.

Ein Yaakov on Sanhedrin 11:129

The generation of the desert has no share, etc. Our Rabbis were taught: The generation of the
desert had no share in the world to come, as it is written (Num. 14) In the wilderness shall
they be spent, etc., i.e., in the wilderness, refers to this world ; and therein shall they die, re-
fers to the world to come, and it is also written (Ps. 95:11) So that | swore in My wrath, that
they should not enter into My rest. Thus says R. Akiba. R. Eliezer, however, says: “They have
a share in the world to come, as it is said (Ib. 50, 5) Gather unto Me My pious servants. But
how shall the verse | swore in My wrath be explained? | retract from it because it was sworn
while I was in anger.” R. Joshua b. Karcha says: “The verse cited by R. Eliezer was said only
concerning the future generations. Gather together unto Me My pious servants, refers to the
righteous who are to be found in every generation. Who make a covenant, refers to Chana-
niah, Mishael, and Azariah, who delivered themselves to [be thrown into] the kiln. Sacrifice,
refers to R. Akiba and his colleagues, who had delivered themselves to be slain because of
the words of the Torah.”” R. Simon b. Menasia says: “They (the generation of the desert), will
have a share in the world to come, as it is said (Isa. 35:10) And come to Zion with song.”
Rabba b. b. Chana said in the name of R. Jochanan : ““R. Akiba has departed from his [usual]
kindness (i.e., his harsh opinion does not agree with hirality shown elsewhere), for it is said
(Jer. 2:2) I remember unto thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thy espousals, thy going
after Me in the wilderness, through a land that is not sown. Now since we see that even their
descendants will benefit from their reward, how much more so they themselves!”

Ein Yaakov states that the generation of the wilderness has no share in the Olam Haba, and that the wilder-
ness refers to this world and its desires. The Scriptures call the people stiff necked (Shemot / Exodus 32:9,
Acts 7:51) hard, and rebellious. The pious ones are referred to those who offer their lives up in service to
the Lord, as ““Chananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, who delivered themselves to [be thrown into] the kiln.”
Note the rabbis say they delivered themselves, where Scripture states it was the Lord God in heaven who
delivered them. Why do they say they delivered themselves? The concept here is that they were willing
to deliver themselves up to be killed for the sake of God’s word. They humbled themselves, they stood
for truth and life with God’s help. So in essence, by their faith they were delivered. There is a truth to the
statement that “Chananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, who delivered themselves to [be thrown into] the kiln.”
Do you have that kind of faith and devotion to God’s Word in your life today? I hope and pray that all of
God’s people would lay down their lives for the sake of truth, and life in the Messiah Yeshua and faith and
devotion to God’s word.

The Mishnah Megillah is the tenth Tractate of Mishnah in the Order Moed. It and its Gemara deal with
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the laws of Purim and offers exegetical understandings to the Book of Esther. The Megillah also includes
laws concerning the public reading of the Torah and other communal synagogue practices. The Megillah
also has the following to say concerning the righteous and the wicked.

Mishnah Megillah 17b:52

And when the transgressors have disappeared, the horn of the righteous will be exalted, as it
is written, ““All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off, but the horns of the righteous shall
be exalted”” (Psalms 95:11). And ““righteous converts™ are included with the righteous, as it
says, “‘Before the hoary head rise up, and honor the face of the elder’, and the text goes on,
“And if a stranger sojourns with you™ (Leviticus 19:32).

The Mishnah Megillah speaks of when the Lord causes the wicked to perish, the righteous will flourish or
raise up. The Mishnah also speaks of ““righteous converts” who are included with the righteous, indicating
that the Lord is actively seeking those who formerly were unrighteous to turn from their unrighteousness
and towards Him for salvation from their sins. The key to the psalm is to have a willing heart, and the desire
to seek the Lord all the days of our lives.

Devarim / Deuteronomy 4:29
4:29 But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him
with all your heart and with all your soul. (NKJV)

1 Chronicles 16:10-11
16:10 Glory in His holy name; Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD! 16:11 Seek
the LORD and His strength; Seek His face evermore! (NKJV)

1 Chronicles 28:9

28:9 As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal
heart and with a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts and understands all the
intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He
will cast you off forever. (NKJV)

Hebrews 11:6
11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. (NKJV)

Again, the key to the psalm and a major theme found throughout Scripture is to have a willing heart, and the
desire to seek the Lord all the days of our lives. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your mercy. Lord help us daily to seek and serve You. In the midst of persecution,
Lord help us to have the strength to stand for truth and life, to have faith in Yeshua and devotion to Your
Word. We thank You Lord for Your continued faithfulness to Your promises. Thank You Lord for giving us
the faith to believe in Yeshua the Messiah and for always calling our hearts back to You! Please have mercy
on us, forgive us for our sins. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our
lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and
ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!
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Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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