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There remains a Sabbath Rest

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 92:1-15, the Psalm opens saying, :N2¥5 09°% W qiamm X
12y WY W11 71707 NiTAY 2l 2 A psalm. A song. For the Sabbath day. 92:1 It is good to give thanks
to the Lord And to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; (NASB) The psalmist continues saying, “07 3
WYRR T2Y9 TN IATIY 3 7 3122 109 228 223791 1TwY-2y 7 :ni2*72 nmK) 3797 1722 73

739X 97 92:2 To declare Your lovingkindness in the morning And Your faithfulness by night, 92:3 With
the ten-stringed lute and with the harp, With resounding music upon the lyre. 92:4 For You, O Lord, have
made me glad by what You have done, I will sing for joy at the works of Your hands. (NASB) Giving the Lord
praise for what He has done, He has entered into our lives and saved us, delivering us from the enemy, from

bondage to sin and death. For this we too can give praise as the psalmist states, T8? 737> WY 1973-72
TN OPYD-72 WO AYY NI | DOYYT 792 1 INNT-NN PR-KRD 22001 VY KD WA WOR T I0awinn wny
S VY DI ARV ITY-27Y 0TRwnY 92:5 How great are Your works, O Lord! Your thoughts are very
deep. 92:6 A senseless man has no knowledge, Nor does a stupid man understand this: 92:7 That when the

wicked sprouted up like grass And all who did iniquity flourished, It was only that they might be destroyed
forevermore. 92:8 But You, O Lord, are on high forever. (NASB) Those who are unwise do not recognize
the work of the Lord in their lives. The psalm continues saying, 372X F°2°X 737-72 737 | 3R 7372 O
TIVRWR DOV 7Y D02 R 1Y 02M . 2 YN 1YW NP2 012 DK 00N RO N OYB-72 9718

211X 92:9 For, behold, Your enemies, O Lord, For, behold, Your enemies will perish; All who do iniquity
will be scattered. 92:10 But You have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; | have been anointed with
fresh oil. 92:11 And my eye has looked exultantly upon my foes, My ears hear of the evildoers who rise up
against me. (NASB) The one’s who commit sin in their lives will scatter. Based upon these words, it may be
concluded that the Lord is the One who gathers together His people. The wicked scatter because they do not

have a unifying goal, to obey God’s Torah. The psalm concludes saying, 113292 183 179> 9P P78 X
7’%3’? TO 1 0221V 2AIWT 27w 121 TV W0 D’ IR ninxm2a M 232 a*?am;;’ LAY A

32 [Anw] 70 y-X9) 273X 737 -3 92:12 The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, He will
grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 92:13 Planted in the house of the Lord, They will flourish in the courts of our
God. 92:14 They will still yield fruit in old age; They shall be full of sap and very green, 92:15 To declare
that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. (NASB) The righteous man
is able to recognize the glory of God and how He has worked in his life!
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Tehillim / Psalms 92

A psalm. A song. For the Sabbath
day. 92:1 It is good to give thanks
to the Lord And to sing praises to
Your name, O Most High; 92:2 To
declare Your lovingkindness in the
morning And Your faithfulness by
night, 92:3 With the ten-stringed lute
and with the harp, With resounding
music upon the lyre. 92:4 For You,
O Lord, have made me glad by what
You have done, I will sing for joy at
the works of Your hands. 92:5 How
great are Your works, O Lord! Your
thoughts are very deep. 92:6 A sense-
less man has no knowledge, Nor
does a stupid man understand this:
92:7 That when the wicked sprouted
up like grass And all who did inig-
uity flourished, It was only that they
might be destroyed forevermore.
92:8 But You, O Lord, are on high
forever. 92:9 For, behold, Your ene-
mies, O Lord, For, behold, Your ene-
mies will perish; All who do iniquity
will be scattered. 92:10 But You have
exalted my horn like that of the wild
ox; I have been anointed with fresh
oil. 92:11 And my eye has looked ex-
ultantly upon my foes, My ears hear
of the evildoers who rise up against
me. 92:12 The righteous man will
flourish like the palm tree, He will
grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 92:13
Planted in the house of the Lord,
They will flourish in the courts of our
God. 92:14 They will still yield fruit
in old age; They shall be full of sap
and very green, 92:15 To declare that
the Lord is upright; He is my rock,
and there is no unrighteousness in
Him. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 92

92:1 A psalm and song that the first Adam
uttered concerning the Sabbath day. 92:2
It is good to give thanks in the presence
of the Lord, and to praise your name, O
Most High. 92:3 To recount your good-
ness in the morning, and your truth in
the nights, 92:4 According to the harp
of ten strings, and according to the lyre,
upon the murmuring of harps. 92:5 For
you have made me glad, O Lord, by your
works; I will rejoice in the works of your
hands. 92:6 How great are your works, O
Lord; your thoughts are very deep. 92:7
A foolish son of man will not know it,
and a fool will not comprehend this. 92:8
While the wicked flourish like grass and
all workers of deceit blossom, God is go-
ing to destroy them forever. 92:9 But you
are high and supreme in this age, O Lord,
and you are high and supreme in the age
to come. Another Targum: And you, your
hand is supreme to punish the wicked in
the age to come, in the great day of judg-
ment, O Lord; and you, your hand is su-
preme to give a good reward to the righ-
teous in the age to come, O Lord. 92:10
For, behold, your enemies, O Lord, for
behold, your enemies will perish in the
age to come; and all the workers of deceit
will be separated from the band of the
righteous. 92:11 You have raised up my
might like a wild-ox; you have anointed
me with moist anointing oil of the leafy
olive. 92:12 And my eye has looked on
the perdition of my oppressors; my ear
has heard the sound of the destruction of
those who stand against me to do harm.
92:13 The righteous man will grow fruit
like the palm-tree, like the cedar in Leba-
non he will grow and produce roots. 92:14
His sons will be planted in the sanctuary
of the Lord; in the court of the house of
our God they will flourish. 92:15 Again
like their fathers they will produce sons
in old age; they will be plump and juicy.
92:16 So that the inhabitants of the earth
might tell it, for the Lord is upright; my
strength, and there is no wrong in him.

Psalmoi / Psalms 92

A Psalm of a Song for the Sab-
bath-day. 92:1 It is a good thing
to give thanks to the Lord, and to
sing praises to thy name, O thou
Most High; 92:2 to proclaim thy
mercy in the morning, and thy truth
by night, 92:3 on a psaltery of ten
strings, with a song on the harp.
92:4 For thou, O Lord, hast made
me glad with thy work: and in the
operations of thy hands will I ex-
ult. 92:5 How have thy works been
magnified, O Lord! thy thoughts
are very deep. 92:6 A foolish man
will not know, and a senseless man
will not understand this. 92:7 When
the sinners spring up as the grass,
and all the workers of iniquity have
watched; it is that they may be ut-
terly destroyed for ever. 92:8 But
thou, O Lord, art most high for
ever. 92:9 For, behold, thine ene-
mies shall perish; and all the work-
ers of iniquity shall be scattered.
92:10 But my horn shall be exalted
as the horn of a unicorn; and mine
old age with rich mercy. 92:11 And
mine eye has seen mine enemies,
and mine ear shall hear the wicked
that rise up against me. 92:12 The
righteous shall flourish as a palm-
tree: he shall be increased as the
cedar in Libanus. 92:13 They that
are planted in the house of the Lord
shall flourish in the courts of our
God. 92:14 Then shall they be in-
creased in a fine old age; and they
shall be prosperous; that they may
declare 92:15 that the Lord my God
is righteous, and there is no iniquity
in him. (LXX)

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 92:1-15, the Psalm opens saying, :N2WJ 03°7 W 7inm X
1%y Y 191 13 niTRG 2% 2 A psalm. A song. For the Sabbath day. 92:1 It is good to give thanks
to the Lord And to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; (NASB) According to the opening verse of the
psalm, this psalm was composed for the Shabbat (N2%¥73). The Midrash on Tehillim / Psalm 92 states that

this psalm was composed by Adam.
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Midrash Tehillim 92, Part 3

Rabbi Levi taught, When Adam sinned against the command of the Holy One blessed be He,
God sat in judgment upon him to punish him. But what was the outcome? You find that Adam
was created on the eve of the Shabbat, In the first hour, he came into being as thought; in the
second hour, God consulted the ministering angels; in the third, God gathered the dust; in the
fourth, God kneaded the dust; in the fifth, God made the golem; in the sixth, God jointed the
parts; in the seventh, God blew breath into him; in the eighth, God stood him on his feet; in
the ninth, God enjoined him; in the tenth, he sinned; in the eleventh, he was brought to judg-
ment; in the twelfth, he was driven out, driven out because when God was about to decree
his destruction, the Shabbat Arrived and brought about his expulsion instead. Even as the
ministering angels were applying to Adam the verse Adam abides not in honor; he is like the
beasts, they are destroyed (Tehillim / Psalms 49:13), note that it is not written he is like the
beast, he is destroyed, but he is like the beasts they are destroyed, implying that both Adam
and eve were about to be destroyed, at the moment the Shabbat arrived and became Adam’s
advocate, saying to the Holy One blessed be He, during the six days of creation, no one suf-
fered punishment. And will You begin it with me? Is this my holiness? Is this my rest? And
thus Adam was saved by the Shabbat plea from destruction in Gehenna. When Adam saw
the power of the Shabbat, he was about to sing a hymn in her honor. But the Shabbat said to
Adam, Do you sing a hymn to me? Let us, | and you, sing a hymn to the Holy One blessed be
He. Hence itis said, It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord (Tehillim / Psalms 92:2).
Psalm 92 is recited three times during all of Shabbat:

The concepts brought out in the Midrash is that Adam was created on Friday, and he said this psalm on the
onset of the Shabbat due to the mercies of God to forgive him of his sins. The Shabbat is said to have been
the reason he was driven out of the Garden of Eden, as opposed to his destruction. The Shabbat is said
to have been an advocate for Adam following his sin. The rabbis parallel the destruction of Adam to the
destruction of the Shabbat holiness and rest. This illustrates for us the significance in the connection to the
mitzvah on the shabbat and God’s call to man to have a Sabbath day of rest. The rabbis say that Adam would
be destroyed in Gehenna, and then saw the power of the Shabbat and sang a song which became this psalm.
It is not a psalm that speaks about the Shabbat, but one that was recited on the Shabbat. This was Adam’s
first day of existence and he marveled at the work of the Creator.

The Shabbat is a time of joy, and there are six Psalms that make up the bulk of the Kabbalat (traditional)
Shabbat service corresponding to the six days of creation. In Orthodox congregations, Kabbalat Shabbat
consists of Tehillim / Psalms 95 through 99, Tehillim / Psalm 29, the hymn L’khah Dodi/Come my beloved,
Tehillim / Psalms 92 and 93, and a lengthy reading from the Talmud governing the Shabbat.

According to the Aseret ha-Dibrot, the “Ten Commandments,” we are told “Remember the Sabbath by
keeping it holy”” (Shemot / Exodus 20:8). The question is “How are we to keep the Shabbat holy?”” To put
this in the most simple terms, the Shabbat day should be different. It is a day dedicated to the worship of
the Lord and our rest in Him. This doesn’t mean we live for ourselves six days and then consecrate one day
for God. No! The Apostle Paul wrote, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). Paul suggests that our entire lives and all we do is to be sanctified
for the Lord as holy. Yet, for His glory and our spiritual rest and satisfaction, the Lord God has called us
to distinguish one day out of seven. As a result of the mitzvah on consecrating the Shabbat as ““holy,” this
causes us to ask the following questions:

1. ““Can our children play sports on the Shabbat?”’
2. ““Can we finish up last week’s work or prepare for this week’s work?”’
3. “Can we watch TV or go to a restaurant, the theatre, or play golf?”” etc.

It is important to note that these questions are often prompted not by, “How can | honor the Lord?”” but by,
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“What can | get away with on the Sabbath?”” A topic of concern however these days is that many of God’s
people do not even ask these questions any longer and believe the Shabbat is simply another day of the
week. Part of the strategy of the evil one is to destroy humanity’s trust in the Lord, for example, the theory
of evolution which is used as a humanistic way of understanding the origin of man and life on earth. This
false information is spun into a belief system and tradition. For centuries, even in Yeshua’s time there were
traditions that spoke contrary to God’s Word placing doubt on the significance of certain aspects of our faith,
such as the belief in the resurrection (Sadducee) or holding the practice of netilat yadayim above keeping
one’s heart pure, or dedicating something as a korban for the purpose of not having to help one’s parents
(see Mark 7). As a result of these traditions and others, the evil one has been able to subvert the importance
of obeying God’s Word, such as in the case of observing the Shabbat. The Scripture states, ““but the seventh
day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter,
your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.” (Shemot / Exodus
20:10). Notice how this is for everybody, and how no one disagrees with the clear meaning of this text,
however millions are finding ways not to follow God’s Word. The reason being is the result of the general
ignorance of the Scriptures in the Ekklesia and the clever arguments the evil one creates to prejudice God’s

people against the holiness of the Shabbat in favor for changing the day from the seventh day (N2® 27°) to

the first day of the week (WWXA 07°). Studying the Scriptures, these seven things may be concluded about
the Shabbat:

Conclusions on the Shabbat

The Seventh-day Sabbath Establishes God’s Sovereignty
The Seventh-day Sabbath Was Made for Everyone

It’s Not About Just Keeping Any Day

We Know the True Seventh Day

The Sabbath Is Not a Memorial of Deliverance Out of Egypt
The Sabbath Is Not Meant to Memorialize the Resurrection
The Sabbath Will Be Celebrated for Eternity

Nk wh =

Point no. 1, speaks of the controversy of evolution, and the Torah account of the creation. Moshe wrote
God’s Word saying, “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy
work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work. ... For in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is: ... wherefore the Lord blessed the

sabbath day, and hallowed it (Shemot / Exodus 20:8-11,72yn 2 nWY v :Wp% nawd ai-ny 1iop 1

1371 02-TYR-22-N¥) D20-N8 TIRG-NR) DAWI-NX 73 Ty 2M-NWY 0D R TR WK TN 7000
AMWTRM NS 0°-NY 7T 972 19-2Y 2y 01°2). Why did the Lord God say to remember the Shabbat
(P2W3 01°-NY 7I21)? The reason: to forget the true Sabbath is to forget the true Creator.

Point no. 2, the Shabbat is for everyone. It is important to note how most all Christians call God’s fourth
commandment the ““Jewish Sabbath.”” However, nowhere is this expression found in the Torah or anywhere

in the Bible. The seventh day is called “the sabbath of the Lord,” (711°2 n2w) and it is never called “the
sabbath of the Jew” (see Shemot / Exodus 20:10). The Torah describes the origin of the Shabbat in the fol-
lowing way, “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day
God ended his work which he had made. ... And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that
in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made” (Bereshit / Genesis 2:1-3). Based upon
these Scriptures, which day did God bless and sanctify, and how was the day to be kept holy? By resting.
Could any of the other six be kept holy? No. Why? Because the Lord God commanded not to rest those
days but to work. The seventh day is different from all the other days because it has God’s blessing.

Point no. 7, the Shabbat will be celebrated for all eternity. Note the prophet Isaiah states, 66:22 ‘For just
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as the new heavens and the new earth Which | make will endure before Me,” declares the Lord, ‘So your off-
spring and your name will endure. 66:23 ‘And it shall be from new moon to new moon And from sabbath to
sabbath, All mankind will come to bow down before Me,” says the Lord. (NASB) Note how Isaiah speaks of
eternity and how we will be going from Shabbat to Shabbat. In addition, the author of the book of Hebrews
states the following:

Hebrews 4:4-12

4:4 For He has said somewhere concerning the seventh day ‘And God rested on the sev-
enth day from all His works’; 4:5 and again in this passage ‘They shall not enter My rest.’
4:6 Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news
preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience, 4:7 He again fixes a certain day,
‘Today,” saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, ‘Today if you
hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.” 4:8 For if Joshua had given them rest, He would
not have spoken of another day after that. 4:9 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people
of God. 4:10 For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as
God did from His. 4:11 Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall,
through following the same example of disobedience. 4:12 For the word of God is living and
active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
(NASB)

The author of Hebrews speaks of the seventh day rest, entering into this rest, and parallels the power of
God’s Word to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. The Sabbath is so precious to the Lord that
He will have His people observe it throughout all time and on into eternity. If it is so precious to Him,
should it not be precious to us? If we are going to keep it throughout eternity, why not keep it now? It is
also interesting to observe how most of the commandments begin with the words, “Thou shalt not,” but the

fourth commandment is introduced with the word to “Remember the Shabbat™ (n2%7 01°-N¥ 713]) Why?
Because the Lord is commanding us to call something to memory that already existed and easily may be
forgotten by the worries and business of the week and our lives.

The psalmist continues saying, 1137 *2¥ 223-°231 2wy-"%y 7 :ni9°%2 T0108) 7797 222 7307 3
J3 T WYNR 7792 AT IR 03 7 1113332 92:2 To declare Your lovingkindness in the morning
And Your faithfulness by night, 92:3 With the ten-stringed lute and with the harp, With resounding music
upon the lyre. 92:4 For You, O Lord, have made me glad by what You have done, I will sing for joy at the
works of Your hands. (NASB) Giving the Lord praise for what He has done, He has entered into our lives and

saved us, delivering us from the enemy, and from bondage to sin and death. The Torah states the following:

Shemot / Exodus 19:4-7

19:4 *You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’
wings, and brought you to Myself. 19:5 ‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep
My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth
is Mine; 19:6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the
words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.” 19:7 So Moses came and called the elders of
the people, and set before them all these words which the Lord had commanded him. (NASB)
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This is a purpose for which we are called, “19:5 “Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My
covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 19:6 and
you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (NASB)”” We are called to be obedient, a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, and a holy nation. This is significant! Peter called upon these Scriptures to de-
scribe who we are, saying, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging
to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1
Peter 2:9). It is for these things the Lord is working in our lives to make and conform us unto the likness
of His son Yeshua the Messiah. We are called for the purpose of praising and worshiping the Lord God of
Israel because of what He has done and what He is doing in our lives. This is one of the job descriptions
of a believer, to declare the Lord God is worthy to be praised for all that He has done. Note how worship
involves hearing, speaking, and doing (listening, obeying). Our service and worship to the Lord God in
heaven is followed through by what is in our hearts and minds which is coupled to our actions. So our
worship and praise involves giving God the praise (upward), and receiving instructions from above (from
His Word), and a worship that carries out God’s instructions in the world around us. This may be what the
psalmist meant by Tehillim / Psalms 92:4, :737X 7°7° "Wyn2 72¥932 717 "IAnnRw %3 17 92:4 For You, O
Lord, have made me glad by what You have done, | will sing for joy at the works of Your hands. (NASB) The
Lord is working in our lives to bring about a people who are willing to glorify His Name!

For these reasons we too are able to give praise as the psalmist states, 22Y T8 7377 WY 1973-710
DIRWIY TN 22¥B-72 10°%N 2Py 103 | VY 7792 1 NRT-NR PA-XD 2001 YT XD WA WK T nawmn
1T 09V 01 ORRY 0 TY-7Y 92:5 How great are Your works, O Lord! Your thoughts are very deep.
92:6 A senseless man has no knowledge, Nor does a stupid man understand this: 92:7 That when the wicked

sprouted up like grass And all who did iniquity flourished, It was only that they might be destroyed forever-
more. 92:8 But You, O Lord, are on high forever. (NASB) Those who are unwise do not recognize the work

of the Lord in their lives. These words describe spiritual discernment. The words Y32 ¥°X describe a man
who is ““foolish, ignorant, or stupid,” in the sense of not taking to knowledge what the Scriptures say and
believing, not having faith. The works of the Lord God in heaven are inexpressible, great, and wonderful,
indicated by the depth of His wisdom in power, creation, and miracles for His people. The foolish person
does not understand this, nor is he interested in seeking the Lord, the creator, the God of Israel. The majesty
and greatness of the Lord as described in the Scriptures and in our lives, the one who is void of spiritual
discernment does not understand this, which is why the psalmist states, 92:6 A senseless man has no knowl-
edge, Nor does a stupid man understand this (NASB) and then parallels this to the wicked who flourish in
their iniquities, destined for the day of their destruction. The prosperity of the wicked, or the pleasures of
sin are momentary, which renders the destruction of the wicked within the context of the mercies of God
because He gave the unrighteous plenty of time to repent and turn from their ways. The Lord God sits on
high (Tehillim / Psalms 92:8) and His truth and justice remains forever.
The psalm continues saying, D701 X* I8 “2¥8-92 177207 1728° 2N 737-°9 7070 | PR 73792 0
DIR MYRYR DY O2Y DNR2 WY 1Y VIR D Y 1RWR NP2 23R 0872 92:9 For, behold, Your
enemies, O Lord, For, behold, Your enemies will perish; All who do iniquity will be scattered. 92:10 But
You have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; | have been anointed with fresh oil. 92:11 And my eye has
looked exultantly upon my foes, My ears hear of the evildoers who rise up against me. (NASB) The one’s
who commit sin in their lives will scatter. Based upon these words, it may be concluded that the Lord is
the One who gathers together His people. The wicked scatter because they do not have a unifying goal, to
obey God’s Torah. In Tehillim / Psalms 85, if we read this psalm again, you will note that the psalmist seeks
the Lord God of Israel asking for restoration and mercy. The context of the psalm is within the exile of the
people from the land, and the psalmist asks the Lord to restore the land to His people. The psalm brings

forward the idea of peace, righteousness, and well being, and Tehillim / Psalms 85:10-11 states, ~7977  X°
AR DAWH PIX) THXA YN MHR 20 Wl 0iDW) P8 W01 NHX) 85:10 Lovingkindness and truth

have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 85:11 Truth springs from the earth,
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And righteousness looks down from heaven. (NASB) Based upon the way the psalm is written, there are four
voices that speak, the psalmist states Mercy (7977) and Truth (DY) have met together, and Righteousness

(P7%) and Peace (Di7%) have kissed. Then the psalmist states that Truth (N¥) comes up from the earth

and Righteousness (?7¥) looks down from heaven. These are important concepts here, the psalm treats
these concepts as being alive where Mercy, Truth, Righteousness (Justice), and Peace are no longer simply
ideas but living and breathing. The point is that for a community of people to live in peace, there must be
Mercy, Truth, and Justice. A community of people who live and work together, especially in the marriage
relationship, requires reconciliation through the concepts of Mercy, Truth, and Justice, which become living
concepts as they are applied to our lives and lived out. When we strive to do these things, they become alive
just as the psalm is suggesting. This is the challenge that we are faced, to resolve issues, to be involved in
negotiations, and to build relationships between friends and enemies using mercy, truth, justice, and peace.
This seems to also be the conclusion of King Solomon, Yeshua the Messiah, and Paul according to the fol-
lowing Scriptures.

Mishley / Proverbs 25:21
25:21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; And if he is thirsty, give him water to
drink; (NASB)

Matthew 5:44
5:44 But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you (NASB)

Luke 6:27-31

6:27 “But | say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 6:28
bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 6:29 Whoever hits you on the
cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your
shirt from him either. 6:30 Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what
is yours, do not demand it back. 6:31 Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.
(NASB)

Romans 12:18-21

12:18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 12:19 Never take your
own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
Mine, | will repay,” says the Lord. 12:20 ‘But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is
thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 12:21 Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (NASB)

The declarations to be good to our enemies illustrates our calling as the children of God, which is to seek
what is needed to establish relationships using Mercy, Truth, Righteousness, Justice, and Peace. These con-
cepts become real and tangible as we apply them to our lives and as we seek the Lord God in heaven in the
name of Yeshua the Messiah for help. The most important point is to be consistently seeking the Lord God
in heaven for help. When men became enemies to the God of Israel, they also become enemies to one an-
other, because of selfishness and pride. Our God however is for reconciliation, and therefore to stand in op-
position to the Lord sets one upon the path of destruction of relationships that are supposed to be connected
through Mercy, Truth, Righteousness, Justice, and Peace. The point and the purpose of Romans 12:20 Edav
oV Tevi—yodpmie—avtod and from the LXX, Mishley / Proverbs 25:21-22, gav newvi—1tpépe [wopule]
avtod, 0 0¢ Koprog ANTAIIOAQXEI cot dyabd, is that if a man is hungry, we are called to feed him, and
the Lord will work in that man’s life. This especially holds true for the bitter and violent enemy, where the
Greek word youle, (to feed) illustrates these concepts of mercy, truth, justice, and peace, will facilitate the
power of God causing the enemy to repent and be delivered from his sinful ways. Therefore, the purpose
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— Tehillim / Psalms 92 | 2% °%°17n 150 —
of our calling to build relationships in Mercy, Truth, Righteousness, Justice, and Peace, is designed to lead
others to repentance and to seek the Lord God of Israel for these very things.

The psalm concludes saying, NiI¥72 717 N°22 ONY 70 73w 191292 TIXD 179 P2 P78 2
[7071] AN% ¥-X2) 2 A1) MW0-00 TR T0 P DONYT) DOIWT A0WR PN T 10 92 N

:32 92:12 The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 92:13
Planted in the house of the Lord, They will flourish in the courts of our God. 92:14 They will still yield fruit
in old age; They shall be full of sap and very green, 92:15 To declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock,
and there is no unrighteousness in Him. (NASB) The righteous man is able to recognize the glory of God
and how He has worked in his life! What does it mean to be righteous? The definition of righteous as an
adjective is to describe a person’s conduct, whether morally right or justifiable or virtuous. Synonyms are
““good, virtuous, upright, upstanding, or decent.”” Therefore, righteousness is the description of ““behavior
that is morally justifiable or right.”” Such behavior is characterized by accepted standards of morality, jus-
tice, virtue, or uprightness according to God’s Word. The Torah’s standard of human righteousness is paral-
leled to God’s character and constitute the measuring line by which the Lord measures human righteousness.
Coupled with these things is a person having the right intent to do a good deed. The question then is are
non-believers able to do good in the sense of choosing to perform a good deed (maasim tovim) from a good
intent? The Scriptures speak of humanities inability to do anything good:

Bereshit / Genesis 6:5
6:5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every inten-
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (ESV)

Isaiah 64:6
64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a pol-
luted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. (ESV)

Romans 3:11-12
3:11 None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. 3:12 All have
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one. (ESV)

Granted, the reference to Bereshit / Genesis 6:5 was for a particular state of the earth at a specific point in
time, but it offers the illustration of the intent of the heart of man if left to itself. The point of these Scrip-
tures is that there are a lot of people (non-believers) who are capable of doing good, but there is something
missing, the theme that seems to come out from the Tanach and the Apostolic Writings is that without the
Lord, nobody has the capacity to do what is truly good. Yeshua stated the following when he was called
good.

Luke 18:19
18:19 “Why do you call me good?”” Jesus answered. “No one is good--except God alone.
(NIV)

It seems Yeshua is using the word ““good” to describe the intrinsic perfection of God’s nature to always do
what is right and good. The only way for the individual person to be considered good in this sense is to
become ““partakers of the divine nature” as Peter says in 2 Peter 1:4 which occurs by faith in the Messiah
with the Lord’s help.

2 Peter 1:1-9

1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a
faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 1:2
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Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 1:3
seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness,
through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 1:4 For
by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you
may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world by lust. 1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply
moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 1:6 and in your knowledge,
self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 1:7
and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 1:8 For if
these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in
the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1:9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or
short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. (NASB)

Notice how Peter is bringing all of these concepts together, righteousness, knowing God, godliness, escap-
ing corruption, and partaking in the divine nature, which leads to self control, perseverance, kindness and
the fruit of the spirit. This partaking in the divine nature is achieved by faith in the Messiah Yeshua, and is
paralleled to morality and doing what is good, being considered righteous before the God of Israel, and by
taking on and performing the mitzvot in the Torah. The coupling of all these things together illustrate for
us that ““goodness™ in the sight of God is very different from *““good”” in the sight of men. For example, do-
nating a specified amount of money for a specific cause might be a good action in men’s sight, but the Lord
God judges motives, and only He can tell if such an action is really good. Thus, our reason for serving the
Lord should be motived out of our love for Him and our desire to draw near, to seek Him and His ways. This

is why the psalmist writes saying, N11%72 777 N°22 22N 70 73w 113292 1IXD 719 MR PUIE N
[F0?21] 7D?,9-X21 X M W03 TATY TN DAY WY AWR PN T 0 A iy

:32 92:12 The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 92:13
Planted in the house of the Lord, They will flourish in the courts of our God. 92:14 They will still yield fruit
in old age; They shall be full of sap and very green, 92:15 To declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock,
and there is no unrighteousness in Him. (NASB) He speaks of being planted in the house of the Lord and
flourishing in the courts of the God of Israel. This draws us to the context of what we have been discussing
regarding righteousness before the Lord, and having the correct motivation. Such a person will yield fruit
because the Lord has worked a miracle in his or her life. And because we seek the Lord, to know Him, and
His Messiah Yeshua, we are able to say as the psalmist says, 92:15 To declare that the Lord is upright; He
is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. (NASB) Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We Praise Your Holy Name and thank You for the promises you have made in the covenant that you have
established for us. Lord we ask that You would have mercy upon us, we seek Your mercy, and for Your help
to overcome sin in our lives. Lord You placed in our hearts to serve and to live our lives for You and we so
deeply desire to do so and ask for Your help and empowering to do so. We thank You for Your continued
faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Thank You Lord for giving us the faith to believe in Yeshua the
Messiah and for always calling our hearts back to You! Please have mercy on us, forgive us for our sins.
We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace that You have
promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these truths to our
lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise forever and
ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!
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— Tehillim / Psalms 92 | 2% °%°17n 150 —

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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