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Do you Spurn the Commandments?

This weeks reading is taken from Parashat Bekhukotai (Vayikra / Le-
viticus 26:3-27:34). The last Torah portion of the book of Vayikra / Le-
viticus speaks of the reward for obedience and the consequence of disobe-
dience and how the Lord will work specifically in each persons life based
upon how one lives. The Lord God in heaven says, -N&) 1070 *npn2a-o8 3
DK AW MWD NIXN 26:3 ‘If you walk in My statutes and keep My
commandments so as to carry them out, (NASB) speaking of being obedi-
ent to His commands. If we seek to do what is right, and to live in the
way the Lord wants us to live, then He will cause us to prosper (Vayikra
/ Leviticus 26.:3-13), He will cause us to live at peace, and His presence
will dwell in the midst of His people. On the other hand, the Lord says, 7
OR) J0RDA NPOR-OK) W IPRT NIXRI-92 DX yn X9) 0% wnwn Xv-oX)
SDM2-NY 097977 NiYR-22-N% Nivy NP DWD1 SVIR WIWN-NY 26:14
‘But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments,
26:15 if, instead, you reject My statutes, and if your soul abhors My or-
dinances so as not to carry out all My commandments, and so break My
covenant, (NASB) then He will work in the life of His people to draw them
back. Note how the MT states DW93 P¥3R meaning “fo abhor; loathe, or
be vilely cast away,” by your soul. This is a very significant statement
that we should make ourselves aware of because it is related not only to
the place of the Torah in our lives, but also to the motivation in our hearts
for serving the Lord. Do you abhor God’s Law as a believer in Yeshua the
Messiah? (e.g. Which commandments do you not like?)

The Torah portion continues speaking of what the Lord will do to
those who abhor His Torah. The Lord God in heaven will cause us to fall
before our enemies, he will cause us to be terror stricken, and to waste
away with diseases, and sap our strength if we do not care about His com-
mandments. The work that we do will fail, and our enemies will remain
hostile towards us if we loathe His commandments. Even the ground
itself will not respond to sowing seed and the animals will attack us if we
spurn His commandments. Do you believe there are certain command-
ments we are allowed to ignore today in Yeshua the Messiah? The point
of these things is written explicitly saying, =21 °2 17930 X2 7982-08) 2
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MR Ny an3 26:23 ‘And if by these things you are not turned to Me, but
act with hostility against Me (NASB) This phrase is repeated in Vayikra /
Leviticus 26:18, 21, 23, and 27. The point of this warning is given in Va-
vikra / Leviticus 26.:40-42 which states the purpose of these things are to
lead us to repentance. Therefore, Parashat Bekhukotai is very significant
for understanding why weakness, illness, and hardships are brought into
our lives today. If we hold on to sin, and make sin a way of life, will faith
in Yeshua cause these things to be taken away if one remains unrepentant?
Remember that living in sin is synonymous to breaking the covenant of
God, and the covenant connects these things to our faith in Yeshua, ac-
cording to Parashat Bekhukotai. Let’s discuss this a little further. The
Scriptures we are looking at are from Vayikra / Leviticus 26:11-28.
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Vayikra / Leviticus 26:11-28

26:11 ‘Moreover, I will make My dwelling among you, and My soul
will not reject you. 26:12 ‘I will also walk among you and be your
God, and you shall be My people. 26:13 ‘I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt so that you would not be
their slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke and made you walk
erect. 26:14 ‘But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these
commandments, 26:15 if, instead, you reject My statutes, and if your
soul abhors My ordinances so as not to carry out all My command-
ments, and so break My covenant, 26.16 1, in turn, will do this to you: 1
will appoint over you a sudden terror, consumption and fever that will
waste away the eyes and cause the soul to pine away, also, you will
sow your seed uselessly, for your enemies will eat it up. 26:17 ‘I will
set My face against you so that you will be struck down before your
enemies, and those who hate you will rule over you, and you will flee
when no one is pursuing you. 26:18 ‘If also after these things you do
not obey Me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins.
26:19 ‘I will also break down your pride of power, I will also make
your sky like iron and your earth like bronze. 26:20 ‘Your strength
will be spent uselessly, for your land will not yield its produce and
the trees of the land will not yield their fruit. 26:21 ‘If then, you act
with hostility against Me and are unwilling to obey Me, [ will increase
the plague on you seven times according to your sins. 26:22 ‘I will
let loose among you the beasts of the field, which will bereave you
of your children and destroy your cattle and reduce your number so
that your roads lie deserted. 26:23 ‘And if by these things you are not
turned to Me, but act with hostility against Me, 26:24 then I will act
with hostility against you, and I, even I, will strike you seven times for
your sins. 26:25 ‘I will also bring upon you a sword which will execute
vengeance for the covenant, and when you gather together into your
cities, 1 will send pestilence among you, so that you shall be delivered
into enemy hands. 26:26 ‘When I break your staff of bread, ten women
will bake your bread in one oven, and they will bring back your bread
in rationed amounts, so that you will eat and not be satisfied. 26:27
Yet if in spite of this you do not obey Me, but act with hostility against
Me, 26:28 then I will act with wrathful hostility against you, and I,
even I, will punish you seven times for your sins. (NASB)

The Torah speaks of what the Lord will do to those who abhor, loathe,
or detest His Torah. Note the way the text is written, these commands are
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His, they do not belong to a particular people as is taught today that the
commands were only given to Israel and the Greek (non-Jew) can disre-
gard the commands. Remember Last week’s study on the Goel (Redeem-
er) that those who do not have a kinsman redeemer, the determination of
justice and redemption falls to the court, which draws in the context of the
heavenly court making every man, woman, and child responsible before
the Lord God in heaven. Therefore, these concepts of abhorring, loathing,
or detesting are brought into the context of the entire world.

Ecclesiastes 3: 14 provides insight into the meaning of this week’s text
from Parashat Bekhukotai.

Ecclesiastes 3:14-18

3:14 I know that everything God does will remain forever,
there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take
from it, for God has so worked that men should fear Him.
3:15 That which is has been already and that which will be
has already been, for God seeks what has passed by. 3:16
Furthermore, I have seen under the sun that in the place of
Justice there is wickedness and in the place of righteous-
ness there is wickedness. 3:17 I said to myself, ‘God will
judge both the righteous man and the wicked man,’ for a
time for every matter and for every deed is there. 3:18 I
said to myself concerning the sons of men, ‘God has sure-
ly tested them in order for them to see that they are but
beasts.” (NASB)

According to the author of Ecclesiastes, the Lord works in the lives of
men so that we will fear him. The differences between righteousness and
wickedness are related to the commandments of God. The Scriptures
clearly describe that God’s word stands forever. The Torah is not written
with “figurative” language. Some modern scholars would suggests the
Torah is “spiritual,” or that “forever” does not really mean forever, or
in some other way try to cloud the meaning of the Torah as it is related
to our faith in Yeshua the Messiah and the way we live our lives. Many
Christians today claim that the Torah was only for the Jewish people, but
they are quick to say that they are not allowed to lie, murder, commit adul-
tery, or break any other of the Ten Commandments except the command-
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ment of the Shabbat. The word Torah (771n) being derived from the word
Yarah (77°) means “shot, to hit the mark” whereas Ovven (1) means
“to miss the mark, sin.” Being instructed by God, the Torah is meant to
help us to hit the mark, we are given instructions to know how to live for
the Lord in heaven. The point is the purpose of commandments of God
are to be a wake-up call to remind us of our sins, lead us to repentance,
and cause us to turn from sin and to return of turn our lives to the ways of
righteousness, justice, and truth, the ways of God. This appears to be the
point being made in Parashat Bekhukotai according to Vayikra / Leviticus
26:40-46.

Vayikra / Leviticus 26:40-46

26:40 ‘If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their
forefathers, in their unfaithfulness which they committed
against Me, and also in their acting with hostility against
Me 26:41 I also was acting with hostility against them, to
bring them into the land of their enemies or if their uncir-
cumcised heart becomes humbled so that they then make
amends for their iniquity, 26:42 then I will remember My
covenant with Jacob, and I will remember also My cove-
nant with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well,
and I will remember the land. 26:43 ‘For the land will
be abandoned by them, and will make up for its sabbaths
while it is made desolate without them. They, meanwhile,
will be making amends for their iniquity, because they re-
Jjected My ordinances and their soul abhorred My statutes.
26:44 ‘Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their
enemies, I will not reject them, nor will I so abhor them as
to destroy them, breaking My covenant with them, for [ am
the Lord their God. 26:45 ‘But I will remember for them
the covenant with their ancestors, whom I brought out of
the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might
be their God. I am the Lord.”* 26:46 These are the siat-
utes and ordinances and laws which the Lord established
between Himself and the sons of Israel through Moses at
Mount Sinai. (NASB)



According to Vayikra / Leviticus 26:40 we read, 71y-NX) 2339-NX 17107 »
P32 Y 10PI-IWR AR) 22-10Yn WR YN DNAR 26:40 “If they confess
their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers, in their unfaithfulness
which they committed against Me, and also in their acting with hostility
against Me (NASB) coupled with the statements saying, X? 77832-08) 2D
2R OnY ORI ° 1IN 26:23 ‘And if by these things you are not turned
to Me, but act with hostility against Me (NASB) being repeated in Vayikra
/ Leviticus 26:18, 21, 23, 27, the warning in Scripture with the bad things
happening are meant to lead us to repentance. The most significant aspect
of these Scriptures is the Lord saying though the people reject the com-
mands of God, the Lord will not reject or abhor them to destroy them
(26:44) but He will remember for them the covenant with their ancestors
who He brought out of Egypt (26:25). The Lord will establish His cov-
enant in the midst of their unfaithfulness. This doesn’t however give us
a license to sin. The mercy of God is meant to allow us time to perform
Teshuvah and turn from our sins.
The rabbis have the following to say concerning these Scriptures.

Rashi on Leviticus 26:14, Part 1

"> Wwnwn R? ok BUT IF YE WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO
ME to study the Torah laboriously in order to fathom the
textual interpretation of the Sages..., I also will do this
unto you, etc. One might think that this refers to the ful-
fillment of the commandments! When, however, Scripture
states immediately afterwards: “and ye will not do [all my
commandments]”, it is evident that the fulfillment of the
commandments is mentioned there! How, then, must I ex-
plain °2 \Wnwn K22 Obviously as meaning: “But if you will
not hearken unto Me to study the Torah industriously” as
I bid you do when I said 1370 °npna oR (cf: Rashi on v.
3). And what is the force of the word *2? (To express this
idea would it not have sufficed to state: \Wnwn X? OR1?) It
implies that your disobedience is directed *? against Me.
The word 2 is used only in the case of such a one who
knows his Master and yet of set purpose rebels against
Him (i. e. the entire chapter containing these threats of



punishment is addressed only to such a person, not to one
who sins against God unwittingly). Similarly in reference
to Nimrod: (Genesis 10:9) “a mighty hunter before (°197)
the Lord” which means that he knew Him and yet of set
purpose rebelled against him. Similarly in reference to the
men of Sodom: (Genesis 13:13) “[But the men of Sodom
were] evil and sinful against the Lord (19) exceedingly”
— they knew their Master and yet of set purpose rebelled
against him (Sifra; cf. Rashi on those two verses).

Rashi speaks of being laborious in our study of God’s word and that these
Scriptures speak of one who knows his Master, referring to the Lord God,
and those people having known the Lord purposefully rebel against Him.
Rashi is speaking on Vayikra / Leviticus 26 concerning those who will-
fully spurn the command of God as opposed to those who unwittingly sin.
Do you willfully spurn the commands of God? Or, do you only willfully
spurn certain commands? (e.g. “Oh that is the Old Testament, those com-
mands don 't apply...”’)

Sforno on Leviticus 26:15, Part 1

ORMN SMPn2 arY, that you do not only ignore them but
actively despise them;

Sforno speaks of those who not only ignore the commands, but actively
despise them, so much so that they live their lives in willful rebellion re-
jecting some commands while possibly accepting others. Does that sound
familiar?

Midrash Rabbah on Vayikra states the following:

Vayikra Rabbah 35, Parashat 1

If you will walk in my statutes: This is what is written
(Psalms 119:59), “I considered my ways and I turned my
feet to your testimonies.” David said, “Master of the uni-
verse! On each and every day I would consider and say,
‘To place x and to the home of y am I walking,’ but my feet
would bring me to the synagogues and to the Houses of
Study. - this is what is written, “I considered my ways and



I turned my feet to your testimonies.” Rabbi Huna said in
the name of Rabbi Acha, ““’I considered’ the giving of the
reward for the [fulfillment of] the commandments and the
loss for the sins, ‘and I turned my feet to your testimo-
nies.”” Rabbi Menachem the son-in-law of Rabbi Elazar
BeRebbe Avina said, “’I considered,” what You wrote us
in the Torah, ‘If you will walk in my statutes’ and what is
written there? ‘And I will give peace in the land’ (Leviticus
26:6). [Likewise (Leviticus 26:14)] ‘And if you will not lis-
ten to me,’ what is written there? ‘And I will add to punish
you’” (Leviticus 26:18). Rabbi Abba the son of Rabbi Chi-
va said in the name of Rabbi Yonatan, *“’I considered’ the
blessings and ‘I considered’ the curses - the blessing are
from [the first letter,] alef to the [last letter,] tav; the curses
are from [the letter,] vav to [the letter before it,] hay - and
not only that, but they are backwards (in reverse order).
Rabbi Avin said, “[The intention is that God is saying,]
‘If you merit it, behold, I will reverse for you the curses
into blessings.”” When is that? When you observe my To-
rah. This is what is written, “If you will walk in my stat-
utes.” ("nawn (VP a’b.‘m) 2°N57 X7 X777 - 1970 *NIPn2 ox
2" O 702 1YW iMT MR LTMITY IR 0937 720WRI 0077
T237 CIR NPNHD 7707 D921 MNP0 DIPRD IR Awnn N
RIT XTI ,MWIATA N2 NP1 "N MR MIR'AN 2237 1M
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The rabbis look at Vayikra / Leviticus 26 and call upon David’s words
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saying “I considered my ways and I turned my feet to your testimonies”
meaning that he turned his feet to walk in God’s ways which is a testimony
unto the Lord God in heaven. David actively sought the places of study to
learn about the Lord for the purpose of drawing near to the Lord. Do you
seek the places of study for the purpose of learning about the Lord, about
Yeshua the Messiah, and for drawing near to the Lord? If not, why not?

The point of the study this week on Parashat Bekhukotai is to under-
stand why bad things happen. We are told according to Vayikra / Leviticus
26 that bad things happen as a result of disobedience and for the purpose
of leading us to repentance. This week’s Torah portion is very significant
for understanding why weakness, illness, and hardships are brought into
our lives today. The point is the Lord wants to bless us, however sin
causes bad things to happen for the purpose of drawing us to repentance
and to turn to the ways of God. With this thought in mind, remember what
is written in the Gospel of John.

John 9:1-8

9:1 As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 9:2
And His disciples asked Him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he would be born blind?’ 9:3 Jesus
answered, ‘It was neither that this man sinned, nor his
parents, but it was so that the works of God might be dis-
played in him. 9:4 ‘We must work the works of Him who
sent Me as long as it is day, night is coming when no one
canwork. 9:5 ‘While I am in the world, I am the Light of the
world.” 9:6 When He had said this, He spat on the ground,
and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his
eyes, 9:7 and said to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’
(which is translated, Sent). So he went away and washed,
and came back seeing. 9:8 Therefore the neighbors, and
those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, ‘Is
not this the one who used to sit and beg?’ (NASB)

There are situations however when hardships, difficulties, weakness, or
illness are brought into our lives that may not be by reason of sin in our
lives. Just as Yeshua said in John 9:1-8, the blind man was not made blind
because of his own sin or the sin of his parents or anyone else. His blind-
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ness was purely for the purpose of the glory of God. The Lord knows
our past, present and future. He knows what we are about to do, and He
has orchestrated our lives for the purpose of causing us to seek Him. The
blind man, due to his infirmity, consistently sought the Lord in heaven and
when the Messiah of God came near he desired for the son of David to
have mercy on him. Our illnesses are not always to be taken as a punish-
ment from God. It may purely be for the purpose of keeping us humble
before him.

What we may take away from this week’s study is if we hold on to sin,
and make sin a way of life, the Lord will work in our lives to draw us back
to repentance and truth. Our faith in Yeshua will not prevent this from
happening, especially if one is unrepentant. Living in unrepentant sin is
synonymous to breaking the covenant of God, and the covenant connects
these things to our faith in Yeshua the Messiah, according to Parashat
Bekhukotai.
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