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You are my Father, My God, and the Rock of my Salvation.

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 89:1-52, the Psalm opens saying, A Maskil of Ethan the
Ezrahite. Who is Ethan the Ezahite? The Psalm continues saying, 89:1 I will sing of the lovingkindness of
the Lord forever; To all generations | will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth. 89:2 For | have
said, ‘Lovingkindness will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” (NASB)
What does it mean lovingkindness will be built up forever? How does the Lord establish faithfulness in the
heavens? The Lord speaks prophetically though the psalmist saying, 89:3 ‘I have made a covenant with
My chosen; | have sworn to David My servant, 89:4 | will establish your seed forever And build up your
throne to all generations.” Selah. (NASB) Why did the Lord make a covenant with David? The psalmist
continues saying, 89:15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O Lord, they walk in the
light of Your countenance. 89:16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they are
exalted. (NASB) What is the joyful sound? How does the Lord’s righteousness exalt the children of Israel?
The psalm continues saying, 89:17 For You are the glory of their strength, And by Your favor our horn is
exalted. 89:18 For our shield belongs to the Lord, And our king to the Holy One of Israel. 89:19 Once You
spoke in vision to Your godly ones, And said, ‘I have given help to one who is mighty; | have exalted one
chosen from the people. (NASB) What vision did the Lord speak unto the godly ones? The Lord God states,
89:31 If they violate My statutes And do not keep My commandments, 89:32 Then | will punish their trans-
gression with the rod And their iniquity with stripes. 89:33 “But | will not break off My lovingkindness from
him, Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. 89:34 ‘My covenant I will not violate, Nor will | alter the utterance
of My lips. 89:35 ‘Once | have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David. 89:36 ‘His descendants shall
endure forever And his throne as the sun before Me. (NASB) It is important to remember that though we
are in a covenant relationship with the Lord, the Lord will punish transgression. Though a person commits
a transgression, if he repents, the Lord will remain faithful to His covenant. What does it mean that He
swears to His holiness? The Lord’s faithfulness to Israel demonstrates His love for His people. The psalmist
concludes his psalm saying, 89:48 What man can live and not see death? Can he deliver his soul from the
power of Sheol? Selah. 89:49 Where are Your former lovingkindnesses, O Lord, Which You swore to David
in Your faithfulness? 89:50 Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Your servants; How | bear in my bosom the
reproach of all the many peoples, 89:51 With which Your enemies have reproached, O Lord, With which
they have reproached the footsteps of Your anointed. 89:52 Blessed be the Lord forever! Amen and Amen.
(NASB) The Lord says that He will not violate the covenant that He has sworn to His people, nor will he
deal falsely in His faithfulness.
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Tehillim / Psalms 89

A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite. 89:1
I will sing of the lovingkindness of
the Lord forever; To all generations
I will make known Your faithful-
ness with my mouth. 89:2 For [ have
said, ‘Lovingkindness will be built
up forever; In the heavens You will
establish Your faithfulness.” 89:3 ‘I
have made a covenant with My cho-
sen; I have sworn to David My ser-
vant, 89:4 [ will establish your seed
forever And build up your throne
to all generations.” Selah. 89:5 The
heavens will praise Your wonders,
O Lord; Your faithfulness also in
the assembly of the holy ones. 89:6
For who in the skies is comparable
to the Lord? Who among the sons of
the mighty is like the Lord, 89:7 A
God greatly feared in the council of
the holy ones, And awesome above
all those who are around Him? 89:8
O Lord God of hosts, who is like
You, O mighty Lord? Your faithful-
ness also surrounds You. 89:9 You
rule the swelling of the sea; When
its waves rise, You still them. 89:10
You Yourself crushed Rahab like
one who is slain; You scattered Your
enemies with Your mighty arm.
89:11 The heavens are Yours, the
earth also is Yours; The world and
all it contains, You have founded
them. 89:12 The north and the south,
You have created them; Tabor and
Hermon shout for joy at Your name.
89:13 You have a strong arm; Your
hand is mighty, Your right hand is
exalted. 89:14 Righteousness and
justice are the foundation of Your
throne; Lovingkindness and truth go
before You. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 89

89:1 A good lesson uttered by Abra-
ham, who came from the east. 89:2 I
will praise the kindness of the Lord
forever; from generation to generation
I will make known your truth with my
mouth. 89:3 For I said, “The world will
be built by kindness; you will establish
your truth in the heavens.” 89:4 I made
a covenant with Abraham my chosen;
I confirmed it with my servant David.
89:5 1 will establish your sons forever;
and for every generation I will build
your royal throne forever. 89:6 And the
heavens will confess your wonders, O
Lord; also your truth in the assembly
of the holy ones. 89:7 For who in the
clouds can be set beside the Lord? Who
resembles the Lord in the multitudes of
angels? 89:8 God is mighty in the mys-
teries of the holy ones; sitting on the
throne of glory, great and fearsome over
all the angels who stand around him.
89:9 O Lord God above the hosts of
the height, who is like you in strength,
O Lord? And your truth is around
you. 89:10 You rule over the pride of
the sea; when its waves increase and
become high, you will subdue them.
89:11 You have crushed Rahab, that is,
wicked Pharaoh, like one slain by the
sword; with the might of your strong
arm you have scattered your enemies.
89:12 Yours is the heaven, yea, yours is
the earth; you have founded the world
and all its contents. 89:13 The deserts
in the north and those who dwell in the
south, you created them; Tabor in the
west and Hermon in the east sing praise
in your name. 89:14 Yours is the arm
with strength; your hand will be strong
to redeem your people; your right hand
will be raised to perfect your sanctuary.
89:15 Righteousness and justice are the
dwelling place of your glorious throne;
favor and truth go before your face.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 89

A Psalm of instruction for Atham
the Israelite. 89:1 1 will sing of thy
mercies, O Lord, for ever: I will de-
clare thy truth with my mouth to all
generations. 89:2 For thou hast said,
Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy
truth shall be established in the heav-
ens. 89:3 [ made a covenant with my
chosen ones, I sware unto David my
servant. 89:4 I will establish thy seed
for ever, and build up thy throne to all
generations. Pause. 89:5 The heavens
shall declare thy wonders, O Lord,
and thy truth in the assembly of the
saints. 89:6 For who in the heavens
shall be compared to the Lord? and
who shall be likened to the Lord
among the sons of God? 89:7 God is
glorified in the council of the saints;
great and terrible toward all that are
round about him. 89:8 O Lord God
of hosts, who is like to thee? thou
art mighty, O Lord, and thy truth is
round about thee. 89:9 Thou rulest
the power of the sea; and thou calm-
est the tumult of its waves. §89:10
Thou has brought down the proud
as one that is slain; and with the
arm of thy power thou has scattered
thine enemies. 89:11 The heavens are
thine, and the earth is thine: thou hast
founded the world, and the fullness
of it. 89:12 Thou hast created the
north and the west: Thabor and Her-
mon shall rejoice in thy name. 89:13
Thine is the mighty arm: let thy hand
be strengthened, let thy right hand be
exalted. 89:14 Justice and judgment
are the establishment of thy throne:
mercy and truth shall go before thy
face. 89:15 Blessed is the people
that knows the joyful sound: they
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy
countenance. (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 89

89:15 How blessed are the peo-
ple who know the joyful sound!
O Lord, they walk in the light of
Your countenance. 89:16 In Your
name they rejoice all the day, And
by Your righteousness they are ex-
alted. 89:17 For You are the glory
of their strength, And by Your fa-
vor our horn is exalted. 89:18 For
our shield belongs to the Lord, And
our king to the Holy One of Israel.
89:19 Once You spoke in vision to
Your godly ones, And said, ‘I have
given help to one who is mighty; I
have exalted one chosen from the
people. 89:20 ‘I have found David
My servant; With My holy oil I have
anointed him, 89:21 With whom My
hand will be established; My arm
also will strengthen him. 89:22 “The
enemy will not deceive him, Nor
the son of wickedness afflict him.
89:23 ‘But I shall crush his adver-
saries before him, And strike those
who hate him. 89:24 ‘My faithful-
ness and My lovingkindness will be
with him, And in My name his horn
will be exalted. 89:25 ‘I shall also
set his hand on the sea And his right
hand on the rivers. 89:26 ‘He will
cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, My
God, and the rock of my salvation.’
89:27 ‘I also shall make him My
firstborn, The highest of the kings of
the earth. 89:28 ‘My lovingkindness
I will keep for him forever, And
My covenant shall be confirmed to
him. 89:29 ‘So I will establish his
descendants forever And his throne
as the days of heaven. 89:30 ‘If his
sons forsake My law And do not
walk in My judgments,(NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 89

89:16 Happy the people who know
to please their creator with a shout;
O Lord, in the splendid light of your
countenance they will walk and be
acquitted in judgment. 89:17 In your
name they will rejoice all day, and by
your righteousness they will be exalt-
ed. 89:18 For you are the splendor of
their strength, and by your will their
horn is exalted. 89:19 For our shields
belong to the Lord, and our king be-
longs to the Lord, the Holy One of
Israel. 89:20 Then you spoke in a vi-
sion to your pious ones, and you said,
“I have set up a helper for my people
by the hand of one mighty in Torah;
I have set apart a youth from among
the people.” 89:21 I have found Da-
vid my servant, with the holy oil 1
anointed him. 89:22 Whom my hands
are ready to help; truly my arm will
strengthen him. 89:23 The enemy
will not make him go astray; the son
of wickedness will not afflict him.
89:24 And I will crush his oppres-
sors before him, and I will smite his
foes. 89:25 And my truth and good-
ness are with him; in the name of my
word his glory will be exalted. 89:26
And I will place his dominion at the
harbors of the sea, and the might of
his right hand on those who dwell by
the rivers. 89:27 He will call to me,
“You are my father (abba), my God,
and the strength of my redemption.”
89:28 Also I will make him first-born
of the kings of the house of Judah,
the highest of the kings of the earth.
89:29 I will preserve my goodness to
him forever; and my covenant is con-
stant for him. 89:30 And I will set up
his sons forever, and his throne for as
many days as the heavens will last.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 89

89:16 And in thy name shall they
rejoice all the day: and in thy
righteousness shall they be exalt-
ed. 89:17 For thou art the boast
of their strength; and in thy good
pleasure shall our horn be exalted,
89:18 for our help is of the Lord;
and of the Holy One of Israel, our
king. 89:19 Then thou spokest in
vision to thy children, and saidst,
I have laid help on a mighty one;
I have exalted one chosen out of
my people. 89:20 I have found
David my servant; I have anoint-
ed him by my holy mercy. 89:21
For my hand shall support him;
and mine arm shall strengthen
him. 89:22 The enemy shall have
no advantage against him; and the
son of transgression shall not hurt
him again. 89:23 And I will hew
down his foes before him, and put
to flight those that hate him. 8§9:24
But my truth and my mercy shall
be with him; and in my name shall
his horn be exalted. 89:25 And
I will set his hand in the sea, and
his right hand in the rivers. 89:26
He shall call upon me, saying,
Thou art my Father, my God, and
the helper of my salvation. 89:27
And I will make him my first-
born, higher than the kings of the
earth. 89:28 I will keep my mercy
for him for ever, and my covenant
shall be firm with him. 89:29 And I
will establish his seed for ever and
ever, and his throne as the days
of heaven. 89:30 If his children
should forsake my law, and walk
not in my judgments;(LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 89

89:31 If they violate My statutes
And do not keep My command-
ments, 89:32 Then [ will punish their
transgression with the rod And their
iniquity with stripes. 89:33 ‘But I
will not break off My lovingkindness
from him, Nor deal falsely in My
faithfulness. 89:34 ‘My covenant I
will not violate, Nor will I alter the
utterance of My lips. 89:35 ‘Once |
have sworn by My holiness; I will
not lie to David. 89:36 ‘His descen-
dants shall endure forever And his
throne as the sun before Me. 89:37 ‘It
shall be established forever like the
moon, And the witness in the sky is
faithful.” Selah. 89:38 But You have
cast off and rejected, You have been
full of wrath against Your anointed.
89:39 You have spurned the cove-
nant of Your servant; You have pro-
faned his crown in the dust. 89:40
You have broken down all his walls;
You have brought his strongholds to
ruin. 89:41 All who pass along the
way plunder him; He has become a
reproach to his neighbors. 89:42 You
have exalted the right hand of his
adversaries; You have made all his
enemies rejoice. 89:43 You also turn
back the edge of his sword And have
not made him stand in battle. 89:44
You have made his splendor to cease
And cast his throne to the ground.
89:45 You have shortened the days
of his youth; You have covered him
with shame. Selah. 89:46 How long,
O Lord? Will You hide Yourself for-
ever? Will Your wrath burn like fire?
89:47 Remember what my span of
life is; For what vanity You have cre-
ated all the sons of men! (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 89

89:31 If his sons abandon my Torah,
and do not walk in my judgments,
89:32 If they violate my covenant,
and do not keep my commandments,
89:33 Then I will punish their re-
bellions by means of the rod of the
wicked, and their iniquities by the
demons that plague them. 89:34 But
my goodness I will not revoke from
him, and I will not be false to my
faithfulness. 89:35 1 will not violate
my covenant, and the utterance of my
lips I will not change. 89:36 Once 1
have sworn by my holy name: “I will
not lie to David.” 89:37 His sons will
exist forever, and his throne is bright
as the sun before me. 89:38 Like the
moon that is set for an eternal sign,
and a faithful witness in the sky for-
ever. 89:39 But you have forsaken
and rejected, grown angry with your
anointed. 89:40 You have changed
the covenant with your servant; you
have profaned his crown to the earth.
89:41 You have forced all his strong-
holds, you have made his open vil-
lages a ruin. 89:42 All who pass on
the road have trampled him; he has
become a disgrace to his neighbors.
89:43 You have raised the right hand
of his oppressors; you have gladdened
all his enemies. 89:44 Also you will
turn aside his sword and you have not
supported him in battle. 89:45 You
have abolished the priests who sprin-
kle [blood] on the altar and cleanse
his people, and you have cast to the
ground his royal throne. 89:46 You
have cut short the days of his young
men; you have covered him with
shame and disgrace forever. 89:47
How long, O Lord, will you remove
your presence forever? [How long]
will your rage burn like fire? (EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 89

89:31 if they should profane my ordi-
nances, and not keep my command-
ments; 89:32 1 will visit their trans-
gressions with a rod, and their sins
with scourges. 89:33 But my mercy |
will not utterly remove from him, nor
wrong my truth. 89:34 Neither will |
by any means profane my covenant;
and [ will not make void the things
that proceed out of my lips. 89:35
Once have I sworn by my holiness,
that I will not lie to David. 89:36
His see shall endure for ever, and his
throne as the sun before me; 89:37
and as the moon that is established
for ever, and as the faithful witness
in heaven. Pause. 89:38 But thou hast
cast off and set at nought, thou has
rejected thine anointed. 89:39 Thou
hast overthrown the covenant of thy
servant; thou has profaned his sanc-
tuary, casting it to the ground. 89:40
Thou hast broken down all his hedg-
es; thou hast made his strong holds a
terror. 89:41 All that go by the way
have spoiled him: he is become a
reproach to his neighbours. 89:42
Thou hast exalted the right hand of
his enemies; thou hast made all his
enemies to rejoice. 89:43 Thou hast
turned back the help of his sword,
and hast not helped him in the battle.
89:44 Thou hast deprived him of glo-
ry: thou hast broken down his throne
to the ground. 89:45 Thou hast short-
ened the days of his throne: thou
hast poured shame upon him. Pause.
89:46 How long, O Lord, wilt thou
turn away, for ever? shall thine anger
flame out as fire? 89:47 Remember
what my being is: for hast thou creat-
ed all the sons of men in vain? (LXX)
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Tehillim / Psalms 89

89:48 What man can live and not
see death? Can he deliver his soul
from the power of Sheol? Selah.
89:49 Where are Your former lov-
ingkindnesses, O Lord, Which
You swore to David in Your
faithfulness? 89:50 Remember,
O Lord, the reproach of Your ser-
vants; How I bear in my bosom
the reproach of all the many peo-
ples, 89:51 With which Your en-
emies have reproached, O Lord,
With which they have reproached
the footsteps of Your anointed.
89:52 Blessed be the Lord forev-
er! Amen and Amen. (NASB)

Toviyah / Psalms 89

98:48 Remember that I was creat-
ed from dust; why have you creat-
ed all the sons of men for vanity?
98:49 Who is the man who will
live and not see the angel of death,
who will deliver his soul from his
hand, and not go down to his grave
forever? 98:50 Where are your fa-
vors which were from the begin-
ning, O Lord, which you swore to
David in your faithfulness? 98:51
Remember, O Lord, the disgrace
of your servant; I have borne in
my bosom all the insults of many
peoples. 98:52 For your enemies
have scorned, O Lord, for they
have scorned the delay of the foot-
steps of your Messiah, O Lord.
98:53 Blessed be the name of the
Lord in this age, amen and amen.
Blessed be the name of the Lord in
the age to come, amen and amen.
(EMC)

Psalmoi / Psalms 89

98:48 What man is there who shall
live, and not see death? shall any
one deliver his soul from the hand
of Hades? Pause. 98:49 Where
are thine ancient mercies, O Lord,
which thou swarest to David in
thy truth? 98:50 Remember, O
Lord, the reproach of thy servants,
which I have borne in my bosom,
even the reproach of many nations;
98:51 wherewith thine enemies
have reviled, O Lord: wherewith
they have reviled the recompense
of thine anointed. 98:52 Blessed
be the Lord for ever. So be it, so
be it.(LXX)

Part 1A

In this week’s study from Tehillim / Psalms 89:1-52, the Psalm opens saying, A Maskil of Ethan the
Ezrahite. Who is Ethan the Ezrahite? Ethan the Ezrahite is mentioned in 1 Kings 4:31 as a wise man. He
was not considered as wise as King Solomon however. The Tanach describes Ethan as ““wiser than anyone
else...” 1 Chronicles 2:6 provides more information about Ethan, he had four brothers and was the son of
Zerah (called Mahol in 1 Kings 4:31). He was descended from the tribe of Levi. Ethan is mentioned in 1
Chronicles 15:17 as being involved in bringing the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. Since he is called
*“Ethan the son of Kushaiah,”” so some Christian commentaries say that he is a different person from the
author of Tehillim / Psalm 89. However, 1 Chronicles 15:19 adds that the son of Kushaiah was a musician,
one of the men to sound the bronze cymbals, and this had led some scholars to assume a link between the
names mentioned in the Scriptures, these may be the same person. It is also believed that Ethan was also
known as Jeduthun (1 Chronicles 16:38-42), therefore, he may also be associated with the titles of Tehillim
/ Psalms 62 and 77.

The rabbis connect Ethan the Ezrahite, his psalm, to acts of loving kindness according to the Mishnah
and the Mekhilta.

Mishnah Bartenura on Pirkei Avot 1:2:6:
“and on acts of lovingkindness™: As it is written (Ps. 89:3), “The world is built up by your
kindness.” And lovingkindness is to regale grooms and to comfort mourners, to visit the

sick and inter the dead, and the like. (.732° 701 0279 (v° ‘D @°27N) 2°N27 D701 NP3 KN
172 RX1OY, 0007 M2PRIY ,00711 PaYY ,2%0aR amaRY 00N Tawh LRI 0701 NN

Here the Mishnah speaks of the acts of loving kindness (2°70M) saying that the world is built upon the
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Lord’s kindness. Grace (7017) is said to be the motivating factor for a person to comfort mourners, and visit
the sick, and to draw near to the dead, in the sense that one is dead who does not ““know’” the Lord God in
heaven.

Mekhilta 31:17, Part 3

“He rested and was restored”: From what did He rest (on Sabbath)? From labor or from
judgment™? It is, therefore, written ““and He was restored,” (which connotes ““from labor™).
We are hereby apprised that judgment never departs from Him. And thus is it written (Psalms
89:15) ““Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; lovingkindness and
truth precede Your countenance,” and (Devarim 32:4) “The rock — perfect is His work, for

all of His ways are justice, etc. (.(W91°1) 2°N .77 12 IR 7712V 11 N2W 7201 WHIN NAw
T°ID WATRY NARY TOMT RO NAW VOWM PTX , WA KT 1271.07197 171997 202 177 PRY 70
(2% 0°727) M vOWN 1T DI 92 19¥D DN MXT MR (VD 2¥9N))

The sabbath rest is paralleled to Tehillim / Psalms 89, where righteousness and justice are the foundation of
the throne of God, grace and truth precede the presence of the Lord. The Lord provides rest for His people,
he brings justice, mercy, and truth, which causes His people to be at peace with one another and with their
enemies.

The psalmist opens saying, :>232 J03AR ¥>7IX | 971 777 7PWR 021Y M 790 289:1 1 will sing of the
lovingkindness of the Lord forever; To all generations | will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth.
(NASB) Ethan (the psalmist) gives praise to the Lord as a result of His grace (791, lovingkindness) and it
is because of the Lord’s mercy that he is able to make known the faithfulness of God to all the generations.
The Mekhilta has the following to say concerning the chesed of the Lord.

Mekhilta 15:13:1:

(Exodus 15:13) ““You have led forth in lovingkindness (chesed)”’: You have done chesed with
us, for we were without (redeeming) deeds, viz. (Isaiah 63:7) “The lovingkindnesses of the
L rd will I proclaim, etc.”, (Psalms 89:2) “The lovingkindnesses of the L rd will | ever sing,
etc.”” And the world in its very beginning was built only with chesed, viz. (Ibid. 3) “I said
that the world (with) chesed will be built.”” (Exodus, Ibid.) “this people whom You have re-
deemed”: For all the world is Yours, and You have no people but Israel, viz. (Isaiah 43:21)
“This people have | created for Myself, etc.”” And thus is it written (Song of Songs 6:8) ““Sixty
are the queens and eighty, are the concubines”: “*Sixty are the queens” — These are the sixty
ten thousands (of Israel, who left Egypt); “and eighty, the concubines” — those below the
age of twenty; ““and young maidens without number’ — the minors, who are numberless.
Notwithstanding this, (only) ““one is My dove” — Moses, who countervails them all. Once,
Rebbi was sitting and expounding that one woman bore sixty ten thousands, when a disciple
interjected: Rebbi, who is greater, the world or the tzaddik? Rebbi replied: The tzaddik. How
s0? When Yocheved bore Moses, he countervailed the entire world. And where do we find that
Moses countervailed the entire world? In (Numbers 26:4) “as the L rd commended Moses
and the children of Israel’”, and *“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel’”, and (Devarim
34:10) ““*And there arose no prophet again in Israel like Moses.” (Exodus, Ibid.) ““You have
guided (them) in Your strength”: in the merit of the Torah which they are destined to receive,
““strength” being Torah, viz. (Psalms 29:4) “The L rd will give strength to His people; the L
rd will bless His people with peace and (Ibid. 99:4) *“... and the strength of the King (i.e.,

Torah) who loves justice.” (77 70 ‘1w QXW¥N 17°2 777 ROW 12 NOWY 7017 ,770M2 N°Ml
7012 ROR 17121 KD N7nnn 02w (09 2°900) 90 771°wR a2 7070 (30 aw) 9N IR
ROR OV T2 PRY oW 02wn oW 9% ,NPRA T Oy (QW) M 7320 701 22w SNTNR 0D W
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According to the Mekhilta, the chesed (grace) of God is given without the need for redeeming deeds of the
people. That seems to be the definition of grace, the unmerited favor of God according to the Apostolic
Writings. The rabbis say the world was created being built with chesed. The Mekhilta connects the grace of
God to building the world upon chesed, and to the people who were delivered from Egypt, and to the tzad-
dik, the righteous one, and to Moshe and the Torah. They say, “You have guided (them) in Your strength”:
in the merit of the Torah which they are destined to receive, ““strength’” being Torah, viz. (Psalms 29:4) “The
L rd will give strength to His people; the L rd will bless His people with peace” and (Ibid. 99:4) “... and
the strength of the King (i.e., Torah) who loves justice.” The way of God is justice and truth, and these are
the things that are taught in the Torah, this is why it is said that the strength of the King is who loves justice.
The Law of God established justice among His people, something that was unknown by the nations. The
Psalm says, :072 I0328 190 | 27 1320 707 021V *RnR-"2 2 89:2 For | have said, ‘Lovingkindness
will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” (NASB) What does it mean lov-
ingkindness (grace, 7977) will be built up forever? How does the Lord establish faithfulness in the heavens?
It is important to remember the Torah context of what is being said and asked, the Lord God declared his
mercy and grace from the heavens, at Sinai. The Mishnah Pirkei Avot has the following to say concerning
faithfulness in the heavens.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:1

Rabbi Meir says: Anyone who involves himself in Torah for its own sake merits many things,
and moreover the entire world is worthwhile for his sake; He is called “friend,”” “beloved,”
“lover of the Omnipresent,” ““lover of [all] creatures,” “delighter of the Omnipresent,” “de-
lighter of [all] creatures;”” He is clothed in humility and reverence, and it prepares him to
be righteous, devout, upright and trustworthy, and it distances him from sin, and draws him
near to merit; We enjoy from him counsel and comprehension, understanding and strength,
as itis said (Proverbs 8:14): “Mine is counsel and comprehension, I am understanding, mine
is strength;” It gives him kingship and dominion, and [the ability to] investigate in judg-
ment, and the secrets of the Torah are revealed to him, and he becomes like an ever-strength-
ening spring, and like a river that does not stop; He is modest and long-tempered, and
forgives insult to him; And it enlarges him and raises him above all [that God] made. ( 11w
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Note how the Mishnah invokes studying and performing acts based upon the Torah simply for the sake of
doing what the Lord God desires for us to do, to live by His statutes and precepts, and to be free from sin.
The Mishnah states that the one who seeks to live for God according to His Torah, is called a friend, beloved,
lover of the Lord in heaven, and of all creatures, he is clothed in humility and reverence and prepares himself
to live in righteousness, he is upright and trustworthy, and distances himself from sin. The rabbis go on to
say in the Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:10 that God’s throne is in heaven and the earth is His footstool.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:10

Five possessions has the Holy One, Blessed be He, declared His own in His world, And they
are: The Torah [is] one possession, Heaven and earth [are] one possession, Abraham [is]
one possession, Israel [is] one possession, [And] the Sanctuary [is] one possession. From
where [do we infer that] the Torah [is] one possession? For it is written: “The Lord pos-
sessed me at the beginning of His way, the first of His of old.”” (Proverbs 8:22.) From where
[do we infer that] heaven and earth [are] one possession? For it is written: “Thus says the
Lord: “The heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool. Which house might you build
for Me? And which place might be My resting-place?’”” (Isaiah 66:1), And it [also] says:
“How manifold are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom have You made them all; full is the earth,
Your possession.” (Psalm 104:24.) From where [do we infer that] Abraham [is] one pos-
session? For it is written: “And [Melchizedek] blessed him, and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of
God Most High, Maker of heaven and earth.””” (Genesis 14:19.) From where [do we infer
that] Israel [is] one possession? For it is written: “Till Your people pass over, O Lord, till the
people pass over whom You have made Your own’ (Exodus 15:16), And it [also] says: ““As
for the holy that are in the earth, they are the excellent in whom is all My delight.”” (Psalm
16:3.) From where [do we infer that] the Sanctuary [is] one possession? For it is written:
“The Sanctuary, O Lord, that Your hands have established” (Exodus 15:17), And it is [also]
said: “And He brought them to His holy border, to the mountain, which His right hand had

possessed.” (Psalm 78:54.) (7710 .37 178) ,1221W2 K17 102 WITR0 17 7Ip 2°11p wan
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The Mishnah states that the heaven and earth are the possession of God because His throne is in heaven and
the earth is his footstool. The Psalm saying, :0772 J0312 120 | DY 732° 707 073V *RRR->2  189:2 For
| have said, ‘Lovingkindness will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.’
(NASB) meaning that the Lord establishes His faithfulness because he sits above heaven and earth, and is not
subject to the whims of man. His faithfulness is established because He has spoken of His faithfulness in
His word and He has demonstrated His faithfulness in His deeds. The Word of God is eternal (everlasting)
and therefore the Lord has established His mercy, and faithfulness forever because of His love for us.

The Psalm continues, we read the Lord speaking prophetically through the psalmist saying, 89:3 ‘I have
made a covenant with My chosen; | have sworn to David My servant, 89:4 | will establish your seed forever
And build up your throne to all generations.” Selah. (NASB) We read of the Davidic Covenant which refers
to God’s Promises to David through the prophet Nathan, and is found in 2 Samuel 7 and is summarized in 1
Chronicles 17:11-14 and 2 Chronicles 6:16. The covenant promise the Lord made with David was uncon-

10 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 89 | vo °%°1n 150 —

ditional, in which the Lord God promised David and Israel that the Messiah would come from the descen-
dent’s of David and from the tribe of Judah and would establish a kingdom that would endure forever. The
Davidic Covenant is unconditional in the sense that the Lord does not place conditions of obedience upon
its fulfillment. The surety of the promises made rests solely on Lord’s faithfulness. There were several key
points in the promises the Lord made to David.

Several Key Points in the Davidic Covenant

1. The Lord reaffirms the promise of the land that He made with Abraham and
Moshe (Israel, 2 Samuel 7:10, “I will provide a place for my people Israel
and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer
be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore.”)

2. The Lord promises that David’s son will succeed him as king of Israel and
that this son (Solomon) would build the temple. (2 Samuel 7:12-13, ““ I will
raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will
establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name.””)

3. “l will establish the throne of his kingdom forever™ (7:13),

4. **Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne
will be established forever™ (7:16). What began as a promise that David’s son
Solomon would be blessed and build the temple turns into something differ-
ent-the promise of an everlasting kingdom.

5. David’s “house,” “*kingdom,”” and ““throne” speaks of a future expectation of
the Messiah from the lineage of David and that He will establish a kingdom
from which He will reign.

The reason the Lord swore this promise to David was because of this faithfulness to the Lord during his life
both before and after he became King of Israel. This illustrates the importance of our call before God to do
the same, to live with faithfulness, righteousness, justice, and truth. The Psalmist continues speaking of the
heavens giving praise to the Lord, how none compare to the Lord who is in heaven, and that His faithfulness
surrounds him.

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 89:5-8

89:5 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; Your faithfulness also in the assembly
of the holy ones. 89:6 For who in the skies is comparable to the Lord? Who among the sons
of the mighty is like the Lord, 89:7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And
awesome above all those who are around Him? 89:8 O Lord God of hosts, who is like You,
O mighty Lord? Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 89:9 You rule the swelling of the sea;
When its waves rise, You still them. (NASB)
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Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 89:6-9

89:6 And the heavens will confess your wonders, O Lord; also your truth in the assembly
of the holy ones. 89:7 For who in the clouds can be set beside the Lord? Who resembles the
Lord in the multitudes of angels? 89:8 God is mighty in the mysteries of the holy ones; sitting
on the throne of glory, great and fearsome over all the angels who stand around him. 89:9 O
Lord God above the hosts of the height, who is like you in strength, O Lord? And your truth
is around you. (EMC)
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 89:5-8

89:5 The heavens shall declare thy wonders, O Lord; and thy truth in the assembly of the
saints. 89:6 For who in the heavens shall be compared to the Lord? and who shall be likened
to the Lord among the sons of God? 89:7 God is glorified in the council of the saints; great
and terrible toward all that are round about him. 89:8 O Lord God of hosts, who is like to
thee? thou art mighty, O Lord, and thy truth is round about thee. (LXX)

89:5 éopoloyncovtar ol ovpavoi Ta Bovpdoid Gov KOple Kol TV AANOELdY cov &v EKKANGIQ
aylov 89:6 611 Tig &v vepéhag icwbnoeton 1@ Kupiw kai Tig opowwdnoetal 1@ Kupiw &v
vioig Beod 89:7 O Bedg £vdoLaldevog v BovAf] ayiov péyag kol eoPepog nt mdvtag Tovg
neptkOKAo adTod 89:8 Kpte O 0£dg TV Suvapemv Tig SUo1dC Gol duvatdg £ KOPIE Ko 1)
A 0e1d Gov KUKAWM GOV

The rabbis translate the faithfulness that surrounds the Lord as a reference to the mystery of the holy ones,
and as the angels who stand around Him. The Septuagint translates in a similar manner saying, 89:7 God is
glorified in the council of the saints; great and terrible toward all that are round about him. (LXX) Radak
comments on Tehillim / Psalms 16 about the holy ones saying the following.

Radak on Psalms 16:3, Part 2

And excellent ones all my delight is in them : To those who are most excellent of heart among
all the children of men, and better than they - my delight is in them to do them good, because
they keep and do Thy commandments. And for this reason he calls them holy and excellent.

And, according to the former interpretation, they interpret for the holy ones (2°¢17p7%) thus
: “I am not worthy of Thy goodness, but for the holy ones Thy goodness is worthy.”” In my
opinion the words to the holy ones depend upon Thou hast said to the Lord, meaning, after
thou hast said to the Lord that He is thy Sovereign Lord, thou shouldest say also to the holy
ones which are in the earth that thou wilt humble thyself before them, and yield them supe-
riority over thyself, and learn from their works ; and all is with a view to perfection, that
thou shouldest learn the love of God. And in this way our sages of blessed memory have said
(Babli, Pesahim 22 b): “ “Thou shall fear the Lord thy God’ (Deut. 6:13) - i.e. to multiply
the disciples of the wise.”” And he says, which are in the earth, meaning, Walk in the steps
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of the holy ones whom thou shalt find in thy way, and learn from their works. In my opinion

777X (excellent ones) is not construct, for similar examples are to be found, as 9PV

>332 (windows narrow), (1 Kings 6:4) ; "yl 2°1nv1 (pleasant plants) (Is. 17:10) ; and such
like. And the meaning of holy ones and excellent in whom is all my delight is that one should
love them and walk in their ways - viz. of the holy ones which are in the earth ; the way of
the holy ones, the servants of God, | love, but the way of the others, who serve another god,
| hate ; and | say :

The holy ones are interpreted as a reference to the people of God who are obedient to God’s Word. They are
the wise ones, who walk in the foot steps of God. Radak exhorts that we are to walk in their ways, to be as

they are in their service to the Lord. The phrase “Kedosh Yisrael” (982> w17p), the Holy One of Israel,
is often a title that is frequently given by the prophet Isaiah. It serves to place the sins of Isaiah’s society
in contrast to God’s moral perfection (Isaiah 30:11) and expresses the absolute separation from evil (Isaiah
17:7). The concept of being holy is to be set apart from the common, the habitual, or the profane. The word

holy (¥17P) provides us with awesome magnificence, and even what is “terrible”” or “dreadful”” (Nehemiah
1:5 and Tehillim / Psalms 68:35). The word holy also draws with it the idea that the Lord being holy is
the only one who is worthy of true worship and adoration, since there is no rival in heaven or on earth that
can compare to Him (our Father in heaven). Notice how these concepts are all drawn together in Radak’s
commentary regarding the holy ones, and the perspective of the psalmist saying, 89:8 God is mighty in the
mysteries of the holy ones; sitting on the throne of glory, great and fearsome over all the angels who stand
around him. (EMC) The way the Lord God is described as ““holy” is an indication that He is infinitely and
eternally set apart, known only of Himself as “‘l AM THAT | AM” (Shemot / Exodus 3:15), and therefore as
being called holy and being holy, the Lord is unique, he is to be hallowed, and utterly sacred. It is difficult
to find the words to describe the absolute magnificence of God in His holiness.

The psalm continues saying, :7°2IR P19 Y ¥ir2 277 27700 DRIT 7AX X° 89:10 You Yourself
crushed Rahab like one who is slain; You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm. (NASB) What does
the psalmist mean that the Lord has crushed Rahab? The Aramaic Targum states, 2°Up 17 N?DW NR X

17227 S92 RNIT2 TAWIW YITR 7PN KYOWI Y70 I X277 X217 89:11 You have crushed Rahab, that
is, wicked Pharaoh, like one slain by the sword; with the might of your strong arm you have scattered your
enemies. (EMC) The rabbis interpret this to refer to Pharaoh. Remember in Tehillim / Psalms 87:4 ““I shall
mention Rahab and Babylon among those who know Me; Behold, Philistia and Tyre with Ethiopia: ‘This
one was born there.””” (NASB) Notice how Rahab is considered one who was not a part of Israel, however,
she knew the Lord God and the Lord saved her and her household from destruction. Rahab sought the Lord
in heaven according to the way in which the Father had revealed on Sinai. She sought the Lord and His

ways and therefore she is said to have been born there, in the place (212777), and possibly be counted as one
of the holy ones of God. In Tehillim / Psalms 89:10, the psalmist states that the Lord has broken Rahab to
pieces as one who is slain by the sword. Could this be a reference to pride verses humility? The Targum
interprets this as Pharaoh who his people and kingdom were broken to pieces by plagues and by the power
of God’s right hand. The scattering of the enemies draws in the imagery of the first born being slain and he
and his army were broke in pieces at the Red sea, and were seen by the Israelites on the shore, all dead. This
was done as one slain with the sword, as the dead who have no life, power, and strength to defend, who are
trampled upon, crushed, bruised, and broken to pieces. All of these things may be a parallel to the Lord’s
breaking into pieces the proud and insolent, the deceiver, as Rahab may signify. This is in contrast to the
holiness of God, the Lord of breaking and destroying the works of the deceiver, the evil one, and spoiling
his power. This verse could very well refer to the Lord who humbles the proud.

The psalm continues saying, "X72 7OX 17221 119% 3 :00T0) AAR AN 220 PN Tp-A8 MY 77 2
0T IXQ2 TI0p LY PTY W PR DD TT WA ANR-0Y YN T2 T 203 W3 17 1ap op
17739 MNTRY NHX) 89:11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You
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have founded them. 89:12 The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon shout for joy
at Your name. 89:13 You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted. 89:14 Righ-
teousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You. (NASB)

The Aramaic Targum states, >7 X°72772 3 1NTO° DR 77711 920 KYIR T2 7 AR 702 XN T2 97 2
RYITIR 77 °7 70 11°02WH AW RATHA 0T PRI R2IPNAT 2120 PNINRI2 DX X172 97 120%1 R1DOXI
1250 T7IP° 201D NI RITI RNPTX IV JWIPH N2 KYLOWT T1°2° 2170 A ponk 70 JWYn XN oy

IR PATRPNn VIR 89:12 Yours is the heaven, yea, yours is the earth; you have founded the world and all
its contents. 89:13 The deserts in the north and those who dwell in the south, you created them; Tabor in
the west and Hermon in the east sing praise in your name. 89:14 Yours is the arm with strength; your hand
will be strong to redeem your people; your right hand will be raised to perfect your sanctuary. 89:15 Righ-
teousness and justice are the dwelling place of your glorious throne; favor and truth go before your face.
(EMC) The Septuagint sates, 89:11 coi gictv oi ovpavoi Koi 61 £6Tv 1) yij TV OIKOLUEVV KOl TO TAT PO,
avthg ov €0epelimoag 89:12 tov Boppdv kai Bordccos oV Ekticas Oapwp kai Epuwv v 1@ ovopati cov
ayaArlboovtal 89:13 60g 0 Bpayiwv petd duvacteiag kpataiwbnto 1 xelp cov VywORTE 1 de€1d cov 89:14
dkatoouvn kal kpipa Etoacio Tod Opovov cov Eleog Kol dANBel TPOTOPELGETAL TPO TPOCHTOV GOV
89:11 The heavens are thine, and the earth is thine: thou hast founded the world, and the fullness of it. 89:12
Thou hast created the north and the west: Thabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name. 89:13 Thine is the
mighty arm: let thy hand be strengthened, let thy right hand be exalted. 89:14 Justice and judgment are the
establishment of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face. (LXX) The psalmist describes the glo-
ry of God. It is interesting how the Targum translates the Tehillim / Psalms 89:13 to say 89:14 Yours is the
arm with strength; your hand will be strong to redeem your people; your right hand will be raised to perfect
your sanctuary. (EMC) What does it mean that the right hand of God raises up to perfect His sanctuary? A
parallel thought would be to our bodies as a sanctuary and the Lord working in our lives to take away our
sins, and to transform our lives for His glory, for a dwelling place.

The psalm states :7°J9 3722 NHR) TOT NDI 13010 LOYM P 10 89:14 Righteousness and justice are
the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You. (NASB) The rabbinic commentaries
have the following to say concerning righteousness and justice being the foundation of God’s throne.

Mishnah Chagigah 12a, part 33

With knowledge, as it is written, (Proverbs 3:20) “With His knowledge the depths were bro-
ken up.” With strength and might, as it is written, (Psalms 65:7) “With His strength He
establishes the mountains, being girded about with might.”” With rebuke, as it is written,
(Job 26:11) “The pillars of heaven tremble, and are astonished at His rebuke.” With righ-
teousness and judgment, as it is written, (Psalms 89:15) ““Righteousness and judgment are
the foundation of Your throne.”” With mercy and compassion, as it is written, (Psalms 25:6)
“Remember Your compassion, O Lord, and Your mercies, for they are eternal.” And R. Ye-
hudah said in the name of Ray,

The Mishnah describes the power and might of the Lord in heaven. He is all powerful, having created the
heavens and the earth, setting the mountains in place, and establishing the depths of the Sea, though in His
great power, he is merciful, righteous, just, and compassionate. The rabbis in the mishnah believe the mer-
cies of the Lord are eternal based upon the psalms.

Mekhilta 31:17, Part 3

”’He rested and was restored”: From what did He rest (on Sabbath)? From labor or from
judgment™? It is, therefore, written ““and He was restored,” (which connotes ““from labor™).
We are hereby apprised that judgment never departs from Him. And thus is it written (Psalms
89:15) “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; lovingkindness and
truth precede Your countenance,” and (Devarim 32:4) “The rock — perfect is His work, for

14 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 89 | vo °%°1n 150 —
all of His ways are justice, etc.

The Mekhilta asks the question of what the Lord had rested from on the Shabbat, from labor or from judg-
ment? This is an important question, since the conclusion is that the Lord rested from work as opposed to
resting from judgment. The point is that we rest from work, from our labor, and not from doing righteous-
ness and justice. We do not rest from these things (righteousness and justice) since the shabbat is not day
given as a license to sin. Righteousness and justice are the foundation of God’s throne, and his mercy and
truth precedes his presence. As His people, we are called to be and do the same.

Akeidat Yitzchak 67:108

Encouraging man to repent before the day of judgment is ever so much more helpful than to
wait for the judgment, and then attempt to reverse it. Therefore, the knowledge of when the
day of judgment occurs, affords us a chance to prepare for that day. When David proclaims
““hail the nation that knows the teruah, they walk in the light of Your countenance,” (Psalms
89:16), he merely points out how fortunate we are to be able to put this knowledge to our
advantage. The Talmud Rosh Hashanah 16 discusses timing of celestial judgments. Rabbi
Yossi emphasizes that daily judgment of man occurs also, whereas Rabbi Yochanan makes
the point that repentance even tears up the evil decree. When the question is raised that even
myriads of sacrifices, if they are offered after the Day of Atonement, can no longer change
the evil decree, the answer given is that this is so only in the case of individuals. Collective
repentance of a congregation is accepted at all times.

Akeidat Yitzchak 67:75

All the quotations in the Bible referring to this judgment, confirm that the Almighty deals
with us as if we were equals and had claims upon Him. In Psalms 89:15 we read ““Righteous-
ness and justice are the abode of Your throne, kindness and mercy precede Your Presence.”
All this is an acknowledgment that G’d has freely subjected Himself to such rules. There had
been no legal reason for Him to do so. Our approach therefore, is to stress G’ds majesty
rather than His overlordship, ownership etc. by means of the shofar, to remind Him of those
of our meritorious deeds which He should not ignore. The psalmist saying “hail the people
who understand the meaning of teruah, the sound of the shofar; they can expect to walk in
the light of Your favour’ is thus vindicated. (Psalms 89:16)

Akeidat Yitzchak states that having the knowledge of a future judgment prepares us; we have the opportu-
nity to prepare for the day. Many sacrifices do not change a decree of judgment, because of the nature of
the sin that led to the decree. The choice is to live in righteousness today, and not to wait until tomorrow.
It is the continual habitual sin that leads to judgment, which then is meant to lead the sinner to repentance,
seeking the Lord for forgiveness, and turning from sin to righteousness and justice. The presence of God is
preceded by His mercy, kindness, and grace, because He desires for us to turn from our evil ways without
having to bring judgment as a motivating force. Akeidat Yitzchak says that it is more important to ““stress
G’ds majesty rather than His overlordship, ownership etc.”” The shofar is meant to remind the Lord of the
maasim tovim in our lives as opposed to the maasim rayim. The commentary states “‘hail the people who
understand the meaning of teruah, the sound of the shofar; they can expect to walk in the light of Your fa-

vour” where the Teruah (77¥170) is a shout, a battle cry, or a shout of joy with religious impulse (BDB). The
concept here is of shouting with joy of the lovingkindness of the Lord and all the mercies that He shows us
each day.

The psalmist continues saying, -22 1712°3 JW2 1 110937 7°19-7IR2 717 7¥INN0 YTV QYT WK 10
M7 ANRT¥Y 03°7 89:15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O Lord, they walk in
the light of Your countenance. 89:16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they
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are exalted. (NASB) What is the joyful sound? The joyful sound is that of the shofar we were just discuss-

ing previously. The phrase 7177 7Y Y71 QY7 WX may be translated as “blessed are the people who
know the shout of the Lord...”” What is this shout but the praises of His people. The righteousness of God is
found in the commandments, living for the Lord, doing what is right, just, and true, and having love for one
another, etc. These are the things the Torah teaches us, how to live before our Father God in heaven. By the
Lord commanding His people to live according to His mitzvot, statutes and precepts, God’s righteousness is
found within the commands, and this is how the Lord, His righteousness exalt His people. We become one
in agreement with our Father in heaven when we walk in His ways, and live our lives according to His To-
rah. This is how the Lord’s righteousness exalt the children of Israel and those who have joined themselves
with Israel in the Messiah Yeshua.

The psalm continues saying, 33337 7312 °2 1 21372 [2170] £°9 738723 7AKR 7Y DIROD-2

:0YR N2 N7 DI2-0Y Y DY MRM 7007 TI02-RN2T IR D 11950 DRI WiTR) 89:17 For
You are the glory of their strength, And by Your favor our horn is exalted. 89:18 For our shield belongs to
the Lord, And our king to the Holy One of Israel. 89:19 Once You spoke in vision to Your godly ones, And
said, ‘I have given help to one who is mighty; | have exalted one chosen from the people. (NASB) What

vision did the Lord speak unto the godly ones? The Targum states, J°7°0112 RI1T12 XN?°27 12277 P70 D

Ny °1P2 N DO NOWOIOR RNPIRD 022077 7070 ¥ YD 7Y0 SN N°ARY 89:20 Then you spoke in a
vision to your pious ones, and you said, “I have set up a helper for my people by the hand of one mighty in
Torah; I have set apart a youth from among the people.”” (EMC) Isaiah explains the meaning of the Targum
where the translation compares the Torah to the vision of God.

Isaiah 1:1-17

1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw
during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 1:2 Listen, O heav-
ens, and hear, O earth; For the Lord speaks, ‘Sons | have reared and brought up, But they
have revolted against Me. 1:3 “An ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master’s manger, But
Israel does not know, My people do not understand.’ 1:4 Alas, sinful nation, People weighed
down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned
the Lord, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him. 1:5
Where will you be stricken again, As you continue in your rebellion? The whole head is sick
And the whole heart is faint. 1:6 From the sole of the foot even to the head There is nothing
sound in it, Only bruises, welts and raw wounds, Not pressed out or bandaged, Nor softened
with oil. 1:7 Your land is desolate, Your cities are burned with fire, Your fields strangers
are devouring them in your presence; It is desolation, as overthrown by strangers. 1:8 The
daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, Like a watchman’s hut in a cucumber
field, like a besieged city. 1:9 Unless the Lord of hosts Had left us a few survivors, We would
be like Sodom, We would be like Gomorrah. 1:10 Hear the word of the Lord, You rulers of
Sodom; Give ear to the instruction of our God, You people of Gomorrah. 1:11 ‘What are your
multiplied sacrifices to Me?’ Says the Lord. ‘I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
And the fat of fed cattle; And | take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats. 1:12
‘When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My courts? 1:13
‘Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and
sabbath, the calling of assemblies | cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. 1:14
‘I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to
Me; | am weary of bearing them. 1:15 ‘So when you spread out your hands in prayer, | will
hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands
are covered with blood. 1:16 ‘Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of
your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the
ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow. (NASB)
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It is important to note what Isaiah states in the opening to His book, he says that a vision is given, and lists
the time in which he lives by the kings who lived while the Lord worked through Isaiah. Isaiah says that
the Lord had brought up sons but they have rebelled against him, and that these sons, the people, do not
have understanding. The people are a sinful nation, and Isaiah goes on to list the things seen in the vision,
and describes saying the Lord does not take pleasure in sacrifice. The reason being the Torah (see Parashat
Vayikra) states that the Lord desires obedience in the statements ““if you sin...”” Isaiah clarifies this when he
says, 1:16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to
do evil, 1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.
(NASB) The point is that when one lives in sin, trying to go through the motions is detestable to the Lord.
Most Christian commentaries on this verse regarding the vision say this is a reference to Nathan the prophet
and David and his sin. However, as you can see, there is a deeper Torah concept that is directly applicable
to our lives. The Targum translation brings an interesting context and difference on the interpretation of the
vision which has application to our lives, an application that is very important saying, 89:20 Then you spoke
in a vision to your pious ones, and you said, “I have set up a helper for my people by the hand of one mighty
in Torah; | have set apart a youth from among the people.” (EMC).
The Psalm continues saying the following:

Masoretic Text

Tehillim / Psalms 89:21-29

89:21 With whom My hand will be established; My arm also will strengthen him. 89:22 “The
enemy will not deceive him, Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 89:23 “But | shall crush
his adversaries before him, And strike those who hate him. 89:24 ‘My faithfulness and My
lovingkindness will be with him, And in My name his horn will be exalted. 89:25 ‘1 shall also
set his hand on the sea And his right hand on the rivers. 89:26 ‘He will cry to Me, “You are
my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.” 89:27 ‘I also shall make him My firstborn,
The highest of the kings of the earth. 89:28 ‘My lovingkindness | will keep for him forever,
And My covenant shall be confirmed to him. 89:29 “So | will establish his descendants for-

ever And his throne as the days of heaven. (NASB, :31X2XD *Yi77-aX 12 1320 7 WX 2D
NIMR] 7D I PRIV PN 119N ONIAY T 330 K I7W-127 92 IR REO-XD A
PR NN 2R IR NI 121900 NINGI 1T 22 °ApW) 10 1R 01D "W My >Tom)
Y2 MY 22 Ny R RN 12- (W] maw 0217 13 178D Py N
DY R IR W)

Aramaic Targum

Toviyah / Psalms 89:22-30

89:22 Whom my hands are ready to help; truly my arm will strengthen him. 89:23 The ene-
my will not make him go astray; the son of wickedness will not afflict him. 89:24 And I will
crush his oppressors before him, and I will smite his foes. 89:25 And my truth and goodness
are with him; in the name of my word his glory will be exalted. 89:26 And I will place his
dominion at the harbors of the sea, and the might of his right hand on those who dwell by
the rivers. 89:27 He will call to me, “You are my father (abba), my God, and the strength of
my redemption.” 89:28 Also | will make him first-born of the kings of the house of Judah, the
highest of the kings of the earth. 89:29 | will preserve my goodness to him forever; and my
covenant is constant for him. 89:30 And | will set up his sons forever, and his throne for as

many days as the heavens will last. (EMC, :71°1°2°°110 V77X 072 1°7V02 13pNn T°X 7 22
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Septuagint

Psalmoi / Psalms 89:21-29

89:21 For my hand shall support him; and mine arm shall strengthen him. 89:22 The enemy
shall have no advantage against him; and the son of transgression shall not hurt him again.
89:23 And I will hew down his foes before him, and put to flight those that hate him. 89:24
But my truth and my mercy shall be with him; and in my name shall his horn be exalted.
89:25 And I will set his hand in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers. 89:26 He shall
call upon me, saying, Thou art my Father, my God, and the helper of my salvation. 89:27
And | will make him my first-born, higher than the kings of the earth. 89:28 | will keep my
mercy for him for ever, and my covenant shall be firm with him. 89:29 And I will establish
his seed for ever and ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. (LXX, 89:21 1 yap y&ip pov
SLUVOVTIAMUYETOL aDT® Kol O Bpoyiov Hov KatioyOoel anTtov 89:22 o0k mpeAnoet £x0pog év
aOT@ Kol LiOg Avopiag oV TpocHncel ToD Kak®GoL ovTOV 89:23 Kol GVYKOY® TOVS £xOPOVS
aOTOD GO TPOGMITOL ATOD Kol TOVG HIGODVTOG 0D TOV Tpomtmdcopat 89:24 kai 1) AAN0g1d pov
Kol TO AedC Pov pet’ adTod Kol &v T@ Ovopati pov vymdnoetal 1o képag avtod 89:25 kai
Onoopat &v Bordoon yelpa avTod Kai &v ToTopoig de&tiv avtod 89:26 avTog EmtKaléseTol
LE TOTHP HOL &1 61 Bedg pov Kkai dvtidurtop tfig cwtpiog pov 89:27 kdyd TpmTOTOKOV
Onoopat aTov HYyMAOV Tapa Toi¢ Paciiedotv Thg YiG 89:28 &ic TOV aidva QUAGE®D adTQ TO
ELedc pov kol 1 dtebnkmn pov ot avt® 89:29 kol Ocopon gig TOV aidva Tod aidVog TO
omEPLO aTOD Kol TOV Bpdvov adTod Mg Tag NUEPAS TOD 0VPAVOD)

The psalm states, :13¥2RD *YI7-a% 92¥ 1390 >7> WX 23 89:21 With whom My hand will be established:;
My arm also will strengthen him. (NASB) “With whom My hand will be established;” this seems to be a
way of saying that such is the man who has set the Lord God in heaven as His Rock, and is the One in whom
he trusts. This is a promise of God’s gracious presence in the life of the one who has placed his faith in
the Messiah Yeshua, and who seeks to walk in the Father’s ways. “My arm also will strengthen him,” is a
statement of the Lord working in the life of the believer, His support and holding him up by His power and
grace. The Targum states, :77°1°2°°71N Y7 TR 072 7°7Y02 3PN 77X °7 22 89:22 Whom my hands are ready
to help; truly my arm will strengthen him. (EMC) saying the hand of the Lord will help which is confirmed
by saying His hand will strengthen him. This shows the greatness of God and His love for us, the arm of
the Lord moves, just as He moved in the deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt. This is the manner
in which such a man calls out to the Lord, 89:26 ‘He will cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, My God, and the
rock of my salvation.” 89:27 ‘I also shall make him My firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth. 89:28
‘My lovingkindness I will keep for him forever, And My covenant shall be confirmed to him. 89:29 “So | will
establish his descendants forever And his throne as the days of heaven. (NASB) Do you cry out to the Lord
as the Psalmist does? Let’s Pray!

Part 1B

Ethan the Ezrahite continues saying, 1797 0p0-08 27 179090 K2 *09WN21 *NTIA 112 1210-08 - K7
:031Y DOV QYWD VAW CATRDY AP aYd XY nixm 89:30 ‘If his sons forsake My law And do not
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walk in My judgments, 89:31 If they violate My statutes And do not keep My commandments, 89:32 Then |
will punish their transgression with the rod And their iniquity with stripes. (NASB) The significance of the
Torah for our lives is discovered by the psalmists declaration of the sons of God forsaking God’s law and
not walking according to His judgments. Notice the way the MT renders the psalmists words, 1712 127¥°-0R
17092 X7 *0HYW»2I *NTIA saying that if my children forsake (121¥°) my Torah (°N7iM). The author did not say
if they do not remember (13277 X?). This suggests that those who forsake have knowledge of what they are
forsaking and they are intentionally walking away from the Torah. The rabbis say of the Lord, “I give you
good doctrine, do not forsake my Torah,” therefore it is very unwise. The Mishnah Pirkei Avot describes
how the rabbis view the Torah and why it is so significant as Ethan the Ezrahite writes the one who forsakes
Torah perishes.

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:6

Greater is Torah than priesthood and kingship, for monarchy is obtained with thirty levels,
and priesthood with twenty-four, and Torah is obtained with forty-eight things. And they are
these: learning, listening of the ear, preparation of speech, understanding of the heart, rev-
erence, awe, humility, happiness, purity, service of Sages, care in [selection of] friends, de-
bate of the students, clarification, reading, learning, minimal commodities, minimal worldly
occupation, minimal pleasure, minimal sleep, minimal conversation, minimal laughter, pa-
tience, generosity, trust in Sages, acceptance of suffering, knowing one’s place, gladness in
one’s portion, erection of a fence to his words, lack of self-aggrandizement, lovableness, love
of God, love of the creatures, love of the righteous, love of the upright, love of rebuke, dis-
tancing from honor, lack of arrogance in learning, lack of joy in teaching, lifting of a burden
with one’s friend, judgement with the benefit of the doubt, standing for the truth, standing for
peace, deliberation in study, questioning and responding, hearing and adding, learning in
order to teach and learning in order to act, making his master wiser, focusing one’s words,
citing the source, for it is taught that one who cites a source brings redemption to the world,
as it says (Esther 2:22): ““Esther told the king in Mordekhai’s name.”

The Mishnah describes the one who studies Torah as being patient, a listener, having understanding, rever-
ence for God, humble, he is slow to speak and quick to listen, he is not arrogant, does not seek honor or self
aggrandizement, he has love for others, and stands for truth and justice, and learns to act wisely. There is
no question why the rabbis say, or why Ethan believes violating the mitzvot leads to punishment and death.
The rabbis continue in the Mishnah saying the following:

Mishnah Pirkei Avot 6:7

Great is Torah, for it gives life to those who do it in this world and in the next world, as it
says: ‘For they are life to those that find them, and healing to all his flesh’ (Proverbs 4:22),
and it says ‘It will be healing for your navel, and tonic to your bones’ (Proverbs 3:8). And
it says ‘It is a tree of life to those who hold it, and those who grasp it are happy’ (Proverbs
3:18). And it says ‘For they are an accompaniment of grace for your head, and a necklace
for your throat’ (Proverbs 1:9). And it says ‘She will give your head an accompaniment of
grace; with a crown of glory she will protect you’ (Proverbs 4:9). And it says ‘For by me
your days will be multiplied, and you will be given additional years of life’ (Proverbs 9:11).
And it says ‘Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left is wealth and honor’ (Prov-
erbs 3:16), and it says ‘For length of days and years of life and peace will be added to you’
(Proverbs 3:2), and it says ‘her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace’
(Proverbs 3: 17).

The descriptions given of the Torah are a reference to living our lives for the Lord and doing what is right.
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The concepts of protection, grace, glory, and years added to life and everlasting life. The idea that the Torah
has benefit in the Olam Haba is because the Torah, righteousness, justice, holiness, and truth are eternal, be-
cause these are characteristics of the Lord and He is eternal. The Aramaic Targum states, 112 11920 1R XY
TTIN PYOWIT RUWT P75V ORI AP0 RS TTIPIDY 1097 MR PR 2% 09T KD 910721 NIR

NIV NAY PWNNT R°PO1INAY 89:31 If his sons abandon my Torah, and do not walk in my judgments,
89:32 If they violate my covenant, and do not keep my commandments, 89:33 Then | will punish their rebel-
lions by means of the rod of the wicked, and their iniquities by the demons that plague them. (EMC) Notice
the Lord says that punishment comes by way of the rod with many stripes in the MT. The rabbis interpret
the method of punishment the Lord uses is by the “rod of the wicked”” meaning that the Lord will raise up a
wicked nation to punish Israel if she forsakes His commands. Do you think today, bad things may happen
by reason of violation of the Torah?

The psalmist continues saying, X¥117 °0°72 D908-82 719 03182 YR KDY inyn oR-87 *70m) 12

T2 12 DTN WD IO M 0PIy T 17 139K TITp-0X "WRI YWl nOR 17 1w XY oy
1120 TMRI P2 7YY 079y 1992 89:33 ‘But | will not break off My lovingkindness from him, Nor deal falsely

in My faithfulness. 89:34 “‘My covenant I will not violate, Nor will | alter the utterance of My lips. 89:35
‘Once | have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David. 89:36 ‘His descendants shall endure forever
And his throne as the sun before Me. 89:37 ‘It shall be established forever like the moon, And the witness
in the sky is faithful.” Selah. (NASB) Note how the Lord will not forsake His people even though they may
forsake Him. He speaks of the people Israel, how the Lord will not cause them to be utterly destroyed, be-
cause of His covenant and promises with David. The Lord swore that his descendants will endure and will
be established forever. This is significant because the psalm demonstrates the unfailing faithfulness of God
to His people. This is why the Lord is always seeking for men to repent and turn from their sins, and places
things in our lives to lead us to that position, to having understanding, a reverence for God, to be humble, to
have love for others, and to stand for truth and justice, and helping us to learn to act wisely. This is why we
are always told to walk in His ways or to walk as Yeshua the Messiah walked (1 John 2:4-6). The Aramaic

Targum states, 17 :°IWR X7 *NID°0 MIPDAY 7% DOR KD 172 oMINT2 IPWR K21 7917 202K K 02101 79
29200P% RWHW 0 01 071 P01 1O DPYY M2 1O 120TIR TV OR WP 2IWA NONP RINT RN

PRRYR 1% RPIw2 79701 090 NRY 1PN°1T R0 700 112 89:34 But my goodness | will not revoke from
him, and I will not be false to my faithfulness. 89:35 I will not violate my covenant, and the utterance of my
lips I will not change. 89:36 Once | have sworn by my holy name: “I will not lie to David.” 89:37 His sons
will exist forever, and his throne is bright as the sun before me. 89:38 Like the moon that is set for an eternal
sign, and a faithful witness in the sky forever. (EMC) The Targum translates clearly the faithfulness of God
to His word, that He will not violate the covenant an that He will maintain a remnant of people in the land.
Note what Rashi states concerning what the Lord has promised.

Rashi on Genesis 22:12, Part 2

Ny ANy 53 FOR NOW | KNOW—R. Aba said: Abraham said to God, “I will lay my com-
plaint before you. Yesterday (on an earlier occasion) you told me, (Genesis 21:12) “In Isaac
shall seed be called to thee™, and then again you said, (Genesis 21:2) “Take now thy son”.
Now you tell me, “Lay not thy hand upon the lad”! The Holy One, blessed be He, said to
him, in the words of Psalms 99:35 “My covenant will | not profane, nor alter that which is
gone out of My lips”. When | told you, “Take thy son””, | was not altering that which went out
from My lips, namely, My promise that you would have descendants through Isaac. | did not
tell you ““Slay him’” but bring him up to the mountain. You have brought him up — take him
down again” (Genesis Rabbah 56).

Rashi states that the Lord commanded Abraham to slay his son Isaac, while at the same time He had pre-
viously promised that all the world would be blessed in his seed, in the child of promise. It seems almost
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contradictory in terms. The Lord told Abraham to bring Isaac up the mountain to slay him, and then told
him to take him down again. The Lord could have raised Isaac up from the dead, He is fully capable of
doing so, and it is thought that this is what Abraham believed when he obeyed the command of God. Based
upon the promises and the covenant relationship with the Lord God in heaven, Rambam says the following
concerning Israel.

Mishneh Torah, Torah Study 3:1

Yisrael (the Jewish people) is crowned with three crowns: the crown of Torah, the crown of
Priesthood, and the crown of Kingship. Aharon merited the crown of Priesthood, as it says
(Numbers 25:13), ““And the covenant of the Priesthood became his (Aharon’s) and his de-
scendant’s forever.” David merited the crown of Kingship, as it says (Psalms 89:37), “His
descendants will exist forever and his throne will be considered like the sun before me.”
[But] the crown of Torah... now, that is [ready] (lit. “placed, standing, and prepared’’) for all
of Yisrael [to take], as it says (Deuteronomy 33:4), “The Torah was commanded by Moshe,
[it is] an inheritance for the congregation of Yakov.”” [Meaning] anyone who desires can
come and take it. Perhaps you will entertain the possibility (lit. “say’’) that the other crowns
are more significant than the crown of Torah? Now, [regarding the crown of Torah] it says
(Proverbs 8:15-16), “Through me (the Torah), kings will reign and nobles will legislate righ-
teousness. Through me (the Torah), officers are granted authority.” [From here] one learns
that the crown of Torah is greater than the other two (the crown of Kingship and Priesthood).

Rambam says that Israel is crowned with three crowns, (i) the crown of Torah, (ii) the crown of Priesthood,
and (ii1) the crown of Kingship. We know according to past studies in the psalms, the rabbis say studying
Torah causes the glory of God to descend upon His people. Walking according to the Torah, this is the way
one walks righteously before God. The crown of Torah may be paralleled to a crown of righteousness. This
is similar to what the Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:6 For | am already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure has come. 4:7 | have fought the good fight, I have finished the course,
I have kept the faith; 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His
appearing. (NASB) We can see Paul’s use of the Torah to describe his future expectation in the Messiah.
The crown of priesthood and kingship are common themes through the Tanach and the Apostolic Writings.
The Lord desires for His people to function as providers of mercy and peace that is given as a service to the
Lord and with authority.

The psalm continues saying, F777 7729 1™12 ANNI 2 :I0°Wn-0Y AI2YNT ONRA) AN ADX] 17
DI 3 IRWY ARG AT AT AP IOW I AR YRR P PO DYID N0 I YT
2R-72 AOAWT 1IN 7Y 89:38 But You have cast off and rejected, You have been full of wrath against
Your anointed. 89:39 You have spurned the covenant of Your servant; You have profaned his crown in the
dust. 89:40 You have broken down all his walls; You have brought his strongholds to ruin. 89:41 All who
pass along the way plunder him; He has become a reproach to his neighbors. 89:42 You have exalted the
right hand of his adversaries; You have made all his enemies rejoice. (NASB) Do these words contradict
what the Lord had said previously? Rashbam comments on Tehillim / Psalms 89:42(43) with regard to the

knife (1°71¥) mentioned in verse which is translated as the Lord exalting the right hand of the adversary.

Rashbam on Exodus 4:25, Part 1

9¥, an expression similar to 2°71X N12977 in Joshua 5:2 where this expression described the
tools used by Joshua to perform circumcision on the Israelites prior to their crossing the
Jordan river. A similar expression also occurs in Psalms 89:44 12717 TX 2°wn AKX where it
refers to G’d blunting and distorting the sharpness of the sword of the Israelites making them
ineffective in defending themselves.
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Rashbam describes the word 17X as referring to Joshua 5:2 and the plural form used for circumcision of the
people prior to entering the Promised Land. The parallel is to the Lord blunting the sharpness of the sword
preventing Israel from defending herself. These verses that describe the Lord “casting off” and “rejecting”
based upon the wrath against the anointed people, in parallel to circumcision, and the enemy, it appears
these verses are describing the manner in which the Lord disciplines and prunes His people to help them to
grow, to repent, and to turn from sin. The Lord works in the lives of His people for the purpose of change,
to mold us into the people He wants us to be. The Scriptures do describe the Lord bringing calamity for the
purpose of refinement. Note how often Jeremiah the prophet and Ezekiel speak of these things. It is also not
inappropriate to pray for our loved ones who have walked away from the Lord, that the Lord would do what
it takes to draw them back, to bring calamity, or to do something to cause the hearts of His people to turn
towards the Lord and His Messiah Yeshua. As Paul said in Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all
things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
(NASB)
Midrash Tanchuma states the following:

Midrash Tanchuma 1:49, Part 7

(3) [23,10] “When a camp goes out against your enemies, you shall beware of everything
evil.”” (Devarim 23:10) There should be no levity among you so that you do not incur any
liability. From whom should you learn? From Yiftach. What is written about him? ““...and he
was the son of a harlot...”” (Shoftim 11:1) R’ Shimon ben Gamliel said that she brought her
sister-wife into her house, and our Rabbis say that she was really a harlot, and because there
was some levity in him all of the people fell upon him. Therefore it is written ‘you shall be-
ware of everything evil” and If there is among you a man who is unclean...” These are Israel
who became impure through idolatry, as it says ““...scatter them afar like a menstruant; ‘Go
out,” say to it.”” (Yeshayahu 30:22) *“...he shall go outside the camp...”” (Devarim 23:11) that
they were exiled to Bavel. ““And it shall be, towards evening...””(Devarim 23:12) the evening
of the kingdoms, and the Holy One purifies them as it says ““...he shall bathe in water...”
(ibid.) and it is written “When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters
of Zion...”” (Yeshayahu 4:4) ““...and when the sun sets...” (Devraim 23:12) When the King
Messiah comes of whom it is written ““...and his throne is like the sun before Me.”” (Tehillim
89:37) ““...he may come within the camp” (Devarim 23:12) These are Israel, entering into
the Holy Temple. “And you shall have a designated place outside the camp...” (Devarim
23:13) this is the merit of Avraham. R’ Pinchas said- ““...so that you can go out there,”
to Bavel. “And you shall keep a stake in addition to your weapons...” (Devarim 23:14)
Nevuchadnezar demanded that they serve an idol and they said *“...let it be known to you, O
king, that we will not worship your god...” (Daniel 3:18) ““...and you shall return and cover
your excrement.” (Devarim 23:14) The covering of idolatry that was in Jerusalem. ““For the
Lord, your God, goes along in the midst of your camp...”” (Devarim 23:15) The Holy One
will be revealed to them immediately and saved them from the fire. “Therefore, your camp
shall be holy...” (ibid.) Afterwards He will sanctify them as it says ““And they shall call them
the holy people, those redeemed by the Lord...” (Yeshayahu 62:12)

When we read the Psalm which says, 89:38 But You have cast off and rejected, You have been full of wrath
against Your anointed. 89:39 You have spurned the covenant of Your servant; You have profaned his crown
in the dust. 89:40 You have broken down all his walls; You have brought his strongholds to ruin. 89:41 All
who pass along the way plunder him; He has become a reproach to his neighbors. 89:42 You have exalted
the right hand of his adversaries; You have made all his enemies rejoice. (NASB) realize that sin can be the
cause of much calamity in our lives. This does not negate the covenant the Lord has sworn to us, but pro-
vides evidence for the Love of God working in our lives to draw us back and to turn from sin. The rabbis
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say in the midrash to be aware of sin and to beware to stay away from evil. Sin incurs a liability meaning
that there are consequences to sin, both immediate and future if one continues to practice sin. Sinfulness is
described as being unclean, menstruation, and to idolatry, and it is said that such to are unclean are scattered,
which draws us back into the context of the Lord bringing the enemy which has the effect of scattering the
people. The midrash then shifts to the Holy One blessed be He cleansing His people and washing away the
filth of sin. The King Messiah comes and brings with him healing and cleansing. The midrash states that
the King Messiah will designate a place outside of the camp, the midrash suggests that the holy people of
God will walk according to the Torah both inside and outside of the camp. Holiness and Torah living is not
restricted to the Land of Israel only.

The Targum translation states, 772¥ QYT 2°°p XNVIWKR 1 (WA OV RNPAIR XNPITY RNP2AW DR 02
RI7P 77 RN 912V 99 77°0° 11027 27 1RO2N ATXD RNMW 219712 92 RND%PN RN 7199995 RVIRD XNDYOXR

21227 °H¥2 9O RDYIAR MPOYAT R RNNIR 31 122°w5 89:39 But you have forsaken and rejected,
grown angry with your anointed. 89:40 You have changed the covenant with your servant; you have pro-
faned his crown to the earth. 89:41 You have forced all his strongholds, you have made his open villages a
ruin. 89:42 All who pass on the road have trampled him; he has become a disgrace to his neighbors. 89:43
You have raised the right hand of his oppressors; you have gladdened all his enemies. (EMC) The rabbis
say that the Lord has changed the covenant. Does the Lord change the covenant with His people? What
does it mean to change the covenant? Throughout history, the Lord God has made various covenants, or
agreements, with His people. These covenants lay out the terms of the relationship the Lord wants to have
with humanity. Three of the key covenants recorded in the Bible are, (i) the Abrahamic Covenant, (ii) the
covenant God made with Israel at Mount Sinai (Mosaic Covenant), and (iii) the “New Covenant,” which
was inaugurated by the Messiah Yeshua. Today many Christians believe the new covenant makes the old
obsolete, with a common Scripture reference that is often made is to Hebrews 8:13. But the question is,
did the Lord create an entirely different set of terms for this new agreement? Just what is “new’” about the
New Covenant? According to the Scriptures, the Lord God gave Israel His eternal Torah that define sin
(disobedience to the command) where the 10 Commandments serve as an outline for all of Torah which
is the core of God’s people responsibility to walk in His ways (see Shemot / Exodus 34:27-28, Devarim /
Deuteronomy 4:13). The issue is although God’s law was, and is, perfect (Tehillim / Psalm 19:7), people
are not. The Lord knows that there is something missing, and that is having the heart to remain obedient to
Him (Devarim / Deuteronomy 5:23-29). The motivation of being convicted by the Holy Spirit of God, and
to live a victorious life was missing, and so we see historically how Israel fell into repeated disobedience.
Over and over again the people broke the covenant, and the Lord states that He will not break the covenant
He has made. The point is that the Lord needs to create in us a new heart so that we have the will and desire
to serve, to walk, and to truly know God. This illustrates for us how easy it is to sin without these things
(1 Corinthians 10:11-12). Under the Covenant in Yeshua the Messiah, God’s people have the opportunity
to receive a heart to obey Him. By the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord announced that the time would come
when His people would have His laws internalized and written on their hearts, and it is at this time when
they would truly be able to know Him (Jeremiah 31:31-34). The Targum translation states that the Lord has
changed the covenant with his servant that has profaned His name on the earth through sin. What we have
seen throughout the Psalms is the faithfulness of God to His people, always drawing them back, saving them
from their enemies, and creating a place for them to worship Him. According to the Scriptures, the Lord
raises up an enemy for the purpose causing the people to turn their hearts back to Him.

The psalmist continues in His Psalm saying, R2Wn 17 :nn722 innopa 89) 1290 I8 220a-a8 - 7
[0 AW YRV D0 TRIY R DRI M NN YIR? IR 17717 89:43 You also turn back the edge
of his sword And have not made him stand in battle. 89:44 You have made his splendor to cease And cast
his throne to the ground. 89:45 You have shortened the days of his youth; You have covered him with shame.
Selah. (NASB) Notice how the psalmist speaks of the one to whom the Lord does these things, causing him
not to be able to stand in battle, shortening his days, causing him to die early, and covering the person with

shame, which may allude to his causing himself to be ashamed by his sin, and become unclean, without the
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tabernacle, remains in his state of uncleanness (shame). The Aramaic Targum states, X1IR? 2°NN 7172 72
TORY P RM2TA DY PINT KOO RNV 3R IX2IPA TN RNAPIR RNAOPR KDY RDIM 719910

PPV RDID DY RNFA 17V RNDOUY 12971 12908 9110 RDIXP 12 (RNI3N RYIRD 7°01977 207101 89:44
Also you will turn aside his sword and you have not supported him in battle. 89:45 You have abolished the
priests who sprinkle [blood] on the altar and cleanse his people, and you have cast to the ground his royal
throne. 89:46 You have cut short the days of his young men; you have covered him with shame and disgrace
forever. (EMC) The rabbis pick up on what the author of the psalms in the MT is saying, and translate the
Scripture to say that the Lord has abolished the priests, the altar, and the ability to cleanse the people. Notice
how the word abolish does not mean that the Lord is doing away with the Temple and the services as is the
typical commentary regarding the NT and the New Covenant in Yeshua the Messiah. Ein Yaakov has a little
to say concerning abolishing the command.

Ein Yaakov (Glick Edition), Sanhedrin 6:8

(Ib. 5, 13-14) And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho. . . . And he said. No, for as
a captain of the host of the Lord, am | now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth,
etc. How could Joshua do so? Did not R. Jochanan say: ““One must not greet a stranger with
peace, at night, for fear lest he might be a demon?”” There it was different, because he said:
I am a captain of the Lord, | come now. But perhaps he lied? We have a tradition that even
the demons do not pronounce the name of Heaven in vain. (Ib. b) The angel then said to him
. “Yesterday you abolished the daily eve-offering, and today you abolished the studying of
the Torah.” Joshua asked him : ““For which of the two [transgressions] hast thou come?”” He
answered: “I am now come; i.e., for that of to-day.”” Hence it reads (Ib. 8, 18) And Joshua
lodged that night into the midst of the valley. And R. Jochanan said : “Infer from this that
be had occupied himself the whole night with the intricacies of Halacha.” Samuel b. Unya
in the name of Rab said: “The study of the Torah is greater than the sacrifices of the daily

offerings, as the angel said : | came for that of to-day.” (\7°7°2 YwI7° N1°A2 7 (7 ywIT)
NNW XN 171D OR YWY D197 NN NY /7RI W IR I RY MR 13 K PV XY
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Ein Yaakov comments pertain to Joshua when an angel spoke with him saying that he abolished the sacrifice
and the study of Torah. The idea may be that the people studied performed the sacrifices and studied Torah
daily while in the wilderness. When crossing over into the Promised Land, the people ceased since they
were preparing for war. The abolishment of the commands also stands in contrast to the words of Jeremiah,
who seems at one point to question whether sacrifices were part of the original divine intention at all:

Jeremiah 7:22

7:22 For when | brought your forefathers out of Egypt, I neither spoke to them nor command-
ed them about burnt offerings and sacrifices, but | gave them this command: Obey Me, and |
will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in all the way | command you, that it may
go well with you. (NIV)

Maimonides has a very controversial explanation of these words is given in his book “The Guide for the

Perplexed.” Maimonides states that time is an essential element in the transformation of humanity suggest-
ing that just as nature evolves gradually, so does human nature. His point is that through time the collective

24 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 89 | vo °%°1n 150 —

behavior of societies changes. That is why the Torah contains certain laws whose aim is not immediate
and whose effect can only be seen over the course of many generations. Rambam (Maimonides) states the
following:

Many precepts in our Law are the result of a similar course adopted by the same Supreme
Being [i.e. gradual evolution]. It is impossible to go suddenly from one extreme to the other;
it is therefore according to the nature of man impossible for him suddenly to discontinue ev-
erything to which has been accustomed ... The custom which was in those days widespread
among all people, and the general mode of worship in which Israelites were brought up,
consisted in sacrificing animals in temples which contained certain images, to bow down to
those images and to burn incense before them ... For this reason, God allowed these kinds
of service to continue. He transferred to His service that which had formerly served as a
worship of created beings [i.e. idolatry] ... By this Divine plan it was effected that the traces
of idolatry were blotted out, and the truly great principle of our faith — the existence and
unity of God — was firmly established. This was achieved without deterring or confusing the
minds of the people by the abolition of the service to which they were accustomed and which
alone was familiar to them.

Rambam comes to an understanding of Jeremiah’s apparent negation of sacrifices. He interprets what the
prophet intends to say is that sacrifices were not an end in themselves. They were a means of establishing
firmly in the minds of the people that God alone was to be served. This was the particular way in which God
had defined Himself for His people, to draw near, and to worship. In Jeremiah’s day the people confused
the means with the end, thinking sacrifices were an end in themselves, as if there were no deeper content to
the idea of serving God. Rambam did not imply that sacrifices were necessary at one historical period in the
development of the Jewish people, but not for all time. Two chapters later in his book he writes, “The laws
cannot vary ... according to the different conditions of persons and times ... It would not be right to make
the fundamental principles of the Law dependent on a certain time or a certain place.” Rambam makes
two fundamental observations, (i) the commands do not constitute an undifferentiated set of imperatives
and prohibitions, each standing, as it were, alone, and (i1) the Torah takes into account what philosophical
systems rarely do, namely the dimension of time in social transformation. The Torah was meant to cause
certain transformational function in society, to build a place of justice, compassion, and to provide a uniform
way of thinking amongst the people. The Torah provides a standard for holiness, truth, and righteousness
in a society.

The psalmist continues saying the following, 127 1% :7027 WR-113 9920 0¥I12 W09R 717 An-7y ™
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How Iong, O Lord? Will You hide Yourself forever? Will Your wrath burn like fire? 89:47 Remember what
my span of life is; For what vanity You have created all the sons of men! 89:48 What man can live and not
see death? Can he deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah. (NASB) The Aramaic Targum states, 77
77 2107 RIDY 1M SNANKR RIR 0T IR 772 1J0RT ROWKR 0 0270 PRyt Tn1vow phon T SnnR Ty
N°2% NI K21 7977 72 WO 2T RNAT RIRDA > X921 91777 X123 X177 U2 XY 712 95 RN°02 RO02L

Y% 7°n713p 89:47 How long, O Lord, will you remove your presence forever? [How long] will your
rage burn like fire? 98:48 Remember that | was created from dust; why have you created all the sons of men
for vanity? 98:49 Who is the man who will live and not see the angel of death, who will deliver his soul from
his hand, and not go down to his grave forever? (EMC) Due to the sins of the nation, the Lord withdraws
Himself, His presence, and becomes silent. The psalmist laments the Lord drawing away due to sin. The
Mekhilta describes both the Lord and the people.

Mekhilta 15:13, Part 1
(Exodus 15:13) “You have led forth in lovingkindness (chesed)’’: You have done chesed with
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us, for we were without (redeeming) deeds, viz. (Isaiah 63:7) “The lovingkindnesses of the
L rd will I proclaim, etc.”, (Psalms 89:2) “The lovingkindnesses of the L rd will | ever sing,
etc.” And the world in its very beginning was built only with chesed, viz. (Ibid. 3) “I said
that the world (with) chesed will be built.”” (Exodus, Ibid.) “this people whom You have re-
deemed”: For all the world is Yours, and You have no people but Israel, viz. (Isaiah 43:21)
“This people have | created for Myself, etc.”” And thus is it written (Song of Songs 6:8) ““Sixty
are the queens and eighty, are the concubines”: ““Sixty are the queens” — These are the sixty
ten thousands (of Israel, who left Egypt); “and eighty, the concubines” — those below the
age of twenty; ““and young maidens without number” — the minors, who are numberless.
Notwithstanding this, (only) ““one is My dove” — Moses, who countervails them all. Once,
Rebbi was sitting and expounding that one woman bore sixty ten thousands, when a disciple
interjected: Rebbi, who is greater, the world or the tzaddik? Rebbi replied: The tzaddik. How
s0? When Yocheved bore Moses, he countervailed the entire world. And where do we find that
Moses countervailed the entire world? In (Numbers 26:4) “as the L rd commended Moses
and the children of Israel’’, and “Then sang Moses and the children of Israel’”, and (Devarim
34:10) ““And there arose no prophet again in Israel like Moses.” (Exodus, Ibid.) ““You have
guided (them) in Your strength”: in the merit of the Torah which they are destined to receive,
““strength” being Torah, viz. (Psalms 29:4) “The L rd will give strength to His people; the L
rd will bless His people with peace and (Ibid. 99:4) “... and the strength of the King (i.e.,
Torah) who loves justice.”

The Mekhilta describes the Lord as the one who led the people in Chesed (grace) and the people who were
to live as tzaddikim (righteous ones). There can be no doubt why the rabbis come to this conclusion. The
reason lies in the mission-statement of Israel, stated immediately prior to the revelation of God and covenant
at the Mountain of Sinai, when Moshe told the people, “You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” This describes the relationship between Israel and God, and between Israel and the nations. Like
a priest, God’s people are to be ““holy”” meaning ““set apart™ (this is the meaning of Bilam’s famous phrase,
““the people that dwells alone, not reckoned among the nations™). God’s people are to mediate between the
Lord God in heaven and the world. The Torah commands on purity, the moral imperatives, testify to the call
of God on the nation of Israel. Similar to the priest, Israel is called on to live in special proximity to to the
Lord. Therefore, the sacrifices, known generically as avodah, “service” are a core element of Israel’s iden-
tity. This is why we are called to avodah, perform services unto the Lord by loving one another, and doing
justice, righteousness, and holiness as a people set apart for the service of the Lord.
The psalm concludes saying, D977 °J7X 27 K1 :ININR2 777 AVIYI 2378 | DIWRIT 700 R 3
MY T2 N AR NapY 97 W AT | PRI D0 WY 22 0wy 203192 P02 INY T
J7ARY | 1R 0739 89:49 Where are Your former lovingkindnesses, O Lord, Which You swore to David in
Your faithfulness? 89:50 Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Your servants; How | bear in my bosom the
reproach of all the many peoples, 89:51 With which Your enemies have reproached, O Lord, With which
they have reproached the footsteps of Your anointed. 89:52 Blessed be the Lord forever! Amen and Amen.
(NASB) The Targum states, 197K X1 S JMIA12 7172 RNAPPT MM K7W 707 JANA0 PNOR N IRA IR 3
MR 1701 > AN 7227 V9Y2 17000 0T 21 IPRRY PYN0T MDA 93 950y 12210 J7AVT RTON MM
TAR NRT XAV T RAW T2 1AKY AR I RADVA NPT RAW T2 A S TIOWR 0930 naw)
:7AR1 98:50 Where are your favors which were from the beginning, O Lord, which you swore to David in
your faithfulness? 98:51 Remember, O Lord, the disgrace of your servant; | have borne in my bosom all the
insults of many peoples. 98:52 For your enemies have scorned, O Lord, for they have scorned the delay of
the footsteps of your Messiah, O Lord. 98:53 Blessed be the name of the Lord in this age, amen and amen.
Blessed be the name of the Lord in the age to come, amen and amen. (EMC) The psalmist seeks the Lord’s
help and his favor calling upon the way in which He has helped the great men of faith such as David. The
commentary Drashot HaRan and the Mekhilta state the following:
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Darashos HaRan 6:8

(Micah 6:6): “With what shall 1 come before the L-rd?”” There is no doubt that all of exis-
tence is pure lovingkindness, as it is written (Psalms 89:3): “The world is built of loving-
kindness.” For nothing came before us for which we would merit reward. But His good is
constantly with us, and because of its very constancy and our having become habituated to it,
we are ignorant of it! As it is written (Hosea 11:3): “And | ‘habituated’ Ephraim. | took them
by their arms. And they did not know that it was | who healed them!”” That is, because of the
great good that the Blessed One did to Ephraim, they were ignorant of it and did not regard
it as good at all, for one does not feel that to which he becomes accustomed.

Mekhilta 15:21, Part 1

(Exodus 15:2) “The L rd is my strength and my song”: ““My strength” is Torah, viz. (Psalms
29:11) “The L rd will give strength to His people,” and it is written (Ibid. 99:4) “And (they
will praise) the strength of the King, who loves (the Torah of) justice.” Variantly: “My
strength” is kingship, viz. (Ibid. 21:2) “O L rd, in Your strength the king rejoices,”” and (I
Samuel 2:10) “And He will give strength to His king.”” Variantly: ““My strength” is “My
stronghold,” as it is written (Jeremiah 16:19) “The L rd is my strength and my stronghold.”
And (Psalms 28:7) “The L rd is my strength and my shield. In Him does my heart trust, and |
was helped, etc.” You are a trust, a help, and a support to all who enter the world — but to me
(David) more than to all. He made me distinct and | made Him distinct. He made me distinct
— (Devarim 26:18) ““And the L rd made you distinct unto Him this day )to be unto Him His
chosen people.””) And I, likewise, made Him distinct — (Ibid. 17) ““You have made the L rd
distinct this day to be unto you a G d.”” All the peoples of the world declare the praises of the
Holy One Blessed be He, but mine are more pleasing before Him than theirs. As it is written
(11 Samuel 23:1) ““And these are the last words of David: The utterance of David, the son of
Yishai, and the utterance of the man set on high, the anointed of the G d of Yaakov, the fairest
of the songs of Israel”: Israel says (Devarim 6:4) “Hear, O Israel, the L rd our G d, the L rd
is one,” and the Holy Spirit cries out and says (Ibid. 33:29) ““Happy are you, Israel! Who is
like you, etc.?”” Israel says (Ibid. 4:7) “Who ... is like the L rd our G d in all our calling unto
Him? And the Holy Spirit cries out and says (Ibid.) “And who is a great nation™ (“‘that has
G d near to it!”) Israel says (Psalms 89:18) ““For You are the glory of their strength, etc.”
And the Holy Spirit cries out and says (Isaiah 49:3) “Israel, in whom | glory!”” (Exodus,
Ibid.) “and He was a salvation unto me”’: You are a salvation unto all who enter the world,
but unto me, more so. Variantly: “and He was a salvation unto me”” — in the past, and thus
will He be in the future.

Darashos HaRan describes the Lord as full of mercy, and the Lord God in heaven built the world on mercy

(lovingkindness, 7017), and how nothing come prior to this to merit reward. The goodness of God is always
with us, and by reason that God’s goodness is always with us we grow accustomed and do not realize His
goodness. The Mekhilta states that the strength of God is His Torah, the righteous way in which He instructs
His people. The rabbis say that the Lord made David distinct from all others in the covenant that He made
with him and his house forever. David was pleasing to the Lord, singing songs in his heart. In the same way,
we may trust in the lovingkindness of the Lord and sing songs of joy in our hearts. Let’s Pray!

Rabbinic Commentary

The Rabbinic Commentary (Midrash) on Tehillim / Psalms 89 has 4 parts. Reading through the Midrash
we will be looking at Part 1, 2, 3, and 4. Let’s begin by outlining Midrash Tehillim Chapter 89, Parts 1, 2,
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3, and 4.

Part 1

Part 2

Part 3

28

Outline of Midrash Tehillim / Psalms, Chapter 89, Part 1, 2, 3, and 4

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1nn77 27 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Maschil of
Ethan the Ezrahite (Tehillim / Psalms 89:1).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be con-
sidered in the light of the verse, But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands (haskel)
and knows Me, that | am the Lord who exercise mercy, justice, and righteousness in the earth (Jer-
emiah 9:23).”

The W7 (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak of what
the Lord delights.

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis discuss
what the Lord delights in, He desires mercy rather than sacrifice.

The Concluding phrase says, “Ethan the Ezrahite said to God, You desire mercy, and | will praise
You (Tehillim / Psalms 62:13), and not with one mercy alone, but with many mercies, for, as is said,
I will make mention of the mercies of the Lord forever (Tehillim / Psalms 89:2).”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1inin 12°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “For | have
said, The world is built on mercy; in the very heavens You did establish Your faithfulness (Tehillim /
Psalms 89:3).”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Not the heavens alone, but
the throne, too, is established on nothing other than mercy, as is said, And in mercy will the throne
be established (Isaiah 16:5).”

The ?Wn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNr>N9 (Petihta), the rabbis ask the ques-
tion, what does the throne of God similar to?

The 2wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis expand
upon the mashal speaking of the four legs of the throne, and paralleling to four things.

The Concluding phrase says, “Rabbi Samuel son of Nakhmani taught, the necessities of life are
greater than redemption, for while redemption is at the hand of an angel, as is said, The angel who
has redeemed me from all evil (Bereshit / Genesis 48:16), the necessities of life depend from the hand
of the Holy One blessed be He, as is said, You open Your hand, and satisfies every living thing with
favor (Tehillim / Psalms 145:16). Hence, The world is built on mercy.”

The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the 2°1iN77 127 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “What parable
fits the creation of the world?”

The XN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “The parable of a king who
had treasuries filled with good things, and who asked, Two what end are these things laid up?”
The HWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XNM°ND (Petihta), the rabbis speak of the
Lord providing food and drink for the purpose causing His people to give Him praise.

The wn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the ?Wn (mashal), the rabbis parallel
this to the Lord raising up and creating the heavens and the earth.

The Concluding phrase says, “Even so Scripture says, Let everything that has breath praise the
Lord. Halleluia (Tehillim / Psalms 150:6).”
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Part 4
+ The Midrash introduces the Psalm with the °1in% 712°7 (Dibur Hamathil) saying, “Blessed be the
Lord forevermore. Amen and Amen (Tehillim / Psalms 89:52).”

» The XNN°ND (Petihta) the homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “Rabbi Eleazar said in the
name of Rabbi Jose son of Zimra, Amen is used in three ways, as an assent to truth, as an oath, and
as showing acceptance.”

« The SWn (mashal) “the parable,” goes on to explain the XN°ND (Petihta), the rabbis discuss the
meaning of the world “Amen.”

« The YWn1 (Nimshal) “expansion on the parable” expands upon the 2w (mashal), the rabbis pro-
vide a reason for the repetition of the word “Amen.”

* The Concluding phrase says, “When Amen is repeated, one Amen is not for this world, and the other
Amen is for the world to come. This is intimated in the words, blessed be the Lord forevermore.
Amen, and Amen.”

Midrash Tehillim 89, Part 1 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1n%17 112°7) saying, “Maschil of Ethan
the Ezrahite (Tehillim / Psalms 89:1)”” where the rabbis begin their discussion on the opening verse of the
MT. The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “These words are to be considered in the light of the
verse, But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands (haskel) and knows Me, that | am the Lord
who exercise mercy, justice, and righteousness in the earth (Jeremiah 9:23).” The child of God is to under-
stand and know the Lord; what does that mean? The entire midrash states the following.

Midrash Tehillim 89, Part 1

1. Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite (Tehillim / Psalms 89:1).
These words are to be considered in the light of the verse,
But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands
(haskel) and knows Me, that | am the Lord who exercise mer-

R 3720 ¥D PO2 2NN WATH
(@2W9) 77 5701 NIRRT IORD own K
NRT2 O ¥ 2N IARW 1T .1WR [27]
U PRTY) MR T 2awn Yhnnan Hhane

TPRD D0DWn ,N%0wn CIR R R (30
7782 9D ,N92WT AR 12 MR MR
X7 1099w on 93] ("0 ow nTY) Cneon
=7 TOM 2 NI K177 191 ,777K2 ROX *107p°
nXOM 70m 17 AR ,(1 1 YWIT) 1aT R [NY
0°77N) 70 ' 7Y ARIY 07PN TN
0°70m ROR ,729%2 AR 70m KYY (X 20
TOYW) IR 770701 MR YW 191,727
0°77N) AWK VOWM) TOM NI IO7 (T A0

cy, justice, and righteousness in the earth (Jeremiah 9:23).
When Ethan the Ezrahite said, | understand, hence Maschil
of Ethan the Ezrahite, the Holy One blessed be He, replied,
Do you understand that in these things | delight (Jeremiah
9:23), and that any man who would praise Me must praise
Me only with these things? Thus again Scripture says, For
I desire mercy, and not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6). Ethan the Ez-
rahite said to God, You desire mercy, and | will praise You
(Tehillim / Psalms 62:13), and not with one mercy alone, but
with many mercies, for, as is said, |1 will make mention of the

mercies of the Lord forever (Tehillim / Psalms 89:2).

(X Rp

The Hebrew word ““to know” (¥7°), has a wide range of meanings depending upon the context in which the

word is found in the MT. In the midrash, the rabbis say, NI ¥17°) meaning “‘and know me” suggesting
a similar usage to our word ““know”” in English. The Hebrew word can indicate mental knowledge, that a
person “understands’ or “has knowledge” of something, where that something is to know God. What does
it mean to know God? It is important to note that the concept of “knowing” something or someone takes on
a special meaning in the Hebrew language, and this meaning is connected to relationship, and specifically a

relationship that is based upon a covenant. The section in BDB Lexicon on the word ¥7° is very long. In the
Tanach, we can see how the Hebrew word “*know”” (Strong’s #3045) can have the meaning “ability (1), ac-
knowledge (4), acquaintances (5), acquainted (1), aware (6), becomes known (1), bring forth (1), cared (1),
chosen (2), clearly understand™ or ““enter into covenant together” such as in the Bereshit / Genesis 18:19
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For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way
of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spo-

ken of him. (KJV, 1901 RT3 NTWY? 737 977 1701 IO S°2-N8) 132-N8 T WK 97 PAYT R W
%Y N27-WR DX D772R-2Y 7177 X027 1WnY) When the Lord states that ““I have known him (speaking of
Abraham)” He is referring to, ““l have entered into a covenant relationship with Abraham.” In the ancient
Hitite Treaty or Covenant, the word ¥7° means to be loyal to the stipulations of the covenant that is being en-

acted between a Great King and his vassal. This provides us with the necessary context to Bereshit / Genesis
18:19 when the Lord states that He has ““known” Abraham. The question though is “why would the word

‘know’ (¥7°) be used to denote a covenant relationship between two people?”” It is because in the Ancient
Near East, a covenant between two people or between a King and his people was considered to be a rela-
tionship that could not be broken and that if it were to be broken, there would be severe consequences (e.g.
the curses of the covenant). For example, when Moshe wrote in Bereshit / Genesis 4:1 that “Adam knew

his wife Eve and she conceived...,” he was using the word ““know”” (¥7°) in its covenant sense. Adam was
faithful to the covenant of marriage into which he and Eve had entered, a covenant which meant he would
have a spiritual and physical oneness with her and she with him, and they would have no such relationship
with anyone else. The “physical’ relationship in marriage is an essential part of the ““being one” together
which the Lord God intends in marriage. However, the physical relationship does not complete the meaning
of ““to know” in its covenant sense relating to marriage. To ““know” one’s spouse means to be faithful to
one’s spouse, not only in the physical relationship but also in all aspects of the marriage: support, comfort,
friendship, service to each other, and emotionally, etc. As stated earlier, “to know”” something has multiple
meanings depending upon the context in both English and in the Hebrew language. The word *“*know” can
mean to have understanding of something, to be aware of something, to be able to explain something in de-
tail, to have knowledge of something, to be acquainted with something, etc. To know something also means
to have an intellectual understanding of something, and in the semitic cultures, to ““‘know someone” means

to have a relationship with that person. In Tehillim / Psalms 139:1-3, we read David saying, 7%in7? X
DT VAN MW 3PN YT ANI2 WP) AW BYT ABK 2 I IAR0 A TR T
:101297 For the director of music. Of David. A psalm. 139:1 You have searched me, Lord, and you know
me. 139:2 You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 139:3 You discern my

going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. (NIV) David uses the word “know” (V7°)
in a way that is not related to marriage, but demonstrates the intimate relationship that he has with the Lord,
who knows him, knows when he sits, when he rises up, and even perceives his thoughts and the intent of his
heart, the Lord is familiar with all his ways. David wrote his psalm within the context of covenant, and the
word ““know’” in this Psalm demonstrates how the Lord knows David and his ways very intimately. David
is demonstrating for us the faithfulness of God, even in the midst of the Lord knowing the intent of our
hearts which are not always pure. The homiletic introduction to the midrash stated, *“These words are to be
considered in the light of the verse, But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands (haskel) and
knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercise mercy, justice, and righteousness in the earth (Jeremiah 9:23).”
The midrash continues saying the following.

When Ethan the Ezrahite said, | understand, hence Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite, the Holy
One blessed be He, replied, Do you understand that in these things I delight (Jeremiah 9:23),
and that any man who would praise Me must praise Me only with these things? Thus again
Scripture says, For | desire mercy, and not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6).

The idea here is in the act of “knowing” God, we are to behave in a similar manner, to show mercy, to do
justice and righteousness in the earth. If we act unmerciful, and are unjust and forsake righteousness, any
other thing that we do is meaningless, as in Hosea 6:6, bringing a sacrifice while being filled with unrigh-
teousness in our hearts is meaningless.
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Midrash Tehillim 98, Part 1 concludes saying, “Ethan the Ezrahite said to God, You desire mercy, and
I will praise You (Tehillim / Psalms 62:13), and not with one mercy alone, but with many mercies, for, as is
said, 1 will make mention of the mercies of the Lord forever (Tehillim / Psalms 89:2).”” Note how the rabbis
draw to conclusion of the midrash of showing many mercies, and making mention of the mercies of the
Lord. Mentioning the mercies of God is coupled to being merciful towards others. So the midrashic con-
clusion is we are to be merciful, and showing mercy, justice, and truth towards others all of our lives. This is
what it means to “know”” God. We will make mention of the mercies of the Lord, and this is how we bring
glory to the name of the Lord before men.

Midrash Tehillim 98, Part 2 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (?°1n7 212°7) saying, “For | have said,
The world is built on mercy; in the very heavens You did establish Your faithfulness (Tehillim / Psalms
89:3).”” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, ““Not the heavens alone, but the throne, too, is es-
tablished on nothing other than mercy, as is said, And in mercy will the throne be established (Isaiah 16:5).”
The throne of God suggests authority and rule, the Lord will establish these over and above all. The entire
midrash states the following:

2 3750 vD P9D Y9N waTR | Midrash Tehillim 89, Part 2
“)AR 1°2N D’DW] =12 70n 017737 SNOAK D 2 2. Fﬁr I hav:e( saidd_,dThe \t;\llgrt:inS bl}llhﬁ rﬁnlmem)(/_;r Ir?l:lhe
very heavens You did establish Your faithfulness (Tehillim
ROOT X XK 7272 DY X2 .[073 T3 / Psalms 89:3). Not the heavens alone, but the throne, too,
TOM3 N VIR ,TOMA 29 P T N is established on nothing other than mercy, as is said, And
D37 ,AMIT 1277 12 (7 T YY) RO | jn mercy will the throne be established (Isaiah 16:5). With
,00IMNA TART 7 ,0°930 Y2IXR 12 1AW | what is the throne to be compared? With a throne that had
P77 ,10n01 ¥ Su1 Lmaop Xoaw Dy | four legs, one of which was short so that he who sat upon the
120V 7Y ,DUNANNY ‘713533 '—"737?3 bw ROD throne was shaken. Therefore, he took a pebble and pl’OppEd
09 SRR M L7002 1980 AR LA up the throne. Thus also_the thr_one in heaven was shaken,
“Na DM TS MK T 1 LI TN if one dare say such a thing un_tll the Holy One_blessed _be
’ He, propped it up. And wherewith did God prop it up? With
2V, 7T 17 0 991 ,(719P 0°20) 2| mercy, Hence, it is said, The world is built on mercy. And so
027N QW aw) 1701 027 2 WKW ,TOM | David said, To Him that by wisdom built the heavens (Tehil-
0970 aw aw) o By vRa v ,(17op | lim / Psalms 136:6). Why this blessing? Because His mercy
aw DW) 7007 29D 99 ,NIDT ATRA ’(1 1::‘7|7 is for the W0r|d.- And this refrain runs thFOUghOU.t the whole
191 D AR T 93 19 ,(9p 09N psalm. And t_Je_5|des all these acts of mercy, He gives food to
, all flesh (Tehillim / Psalms 136:25). This verse tells you that
(72 9P D°7IN ow ow) w3 737 on7 His providing of sustenance outweighs all the other works of
TPWRI2 TWYD 93 T NN AWPY T2 | creation put together. Rabbi Eleazer taught, The necessities
T ,A7IRAD 0INDI DWn MYIR M MK of life are like redemption. As redemption is miraculous, so
D7 7 ,0°K7D 101797 AR ,0°RYD 79IKRA7 | the necessities of life are miraculous. As the necessities of

AR ,01 933 T9INRAT AR 01 953 moin | life come every day, so redemption comes every day. Rab-
AT T A9173 0I5 1AM 12 HRMY bi Samuel son of Nakhmani taught, the necessities of life

DRI RO VIRIY L TNID T 9V TR are greater than reder_nptio_n, for while redemption is at the
' ' ’ ' "% I'hand of an angel, as is said, The angel who has redeemed
9¥ 1M7N 70379m L,(T0 M NPWRI2) R | me from all evil (Bereshit / Genesis 48:16), the necessities of
“wm 770 DR MO MKW LA7ARR 2w 17| life depend from the hand of the Holy One blessed be He, as
N 17 ,(T0 R 2°900) %0 o1 Ho% voa | is said, You open Your hand, and satisfies every living thing
=190 701 ooy | With favor (Tehillim / Psalms 145:16). Hence, The world is

built on mercy.

The rabbis go on to describe the introduction to the midrash with a comparison of the throne saying the
following:
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With what is the throne to be compared? With a throne that had four legs, one of which
was short so that he who sat upon the throne was shaken. Therefore, he took a pebble and
propped up the throne. Thus also the throne in heaven was shaken, if one dare say such a
thing until the Holy One blessed be He, propped it up. And wherewith did God prop it up?
With mercy. Hence, it is said, The world is built on mercy.

The rabbis say that the throne has four legs and one of them is short. Why do you think the rabbis say one
of the legs is short and the one who sits upon the throne is shaken? Note what the commentary on Parashat
Ki Tavo from Shney Luchot Torah Ohr has to say.

Shney Luchot HaBrit, Ki Tavo, Torah Ohr 1:

The one commandment in this portion which comprises all other commandments is the com-
mandment to “walk in G’d’s ways.”” Since man has been created in the image of G’d, it be-
hooves him to emulate G’d to the extent he is able to. He has to see to it that every one of his
limbs is in perfect condition, for each limb has been charged with the performance of some
commandment. The same applies to our spiritual and emotional faculties. We know that G’d
is gracious; hence we too must display this trait in our dealings with other people. Our sages

quote G’d as saying: {1777 7702 2°POIY 212w 17 73, ““As long as My children conform to this
order (of prayer) they will not leave empty-handed™. [The reference is to the recital of the
13 attributes of G’d which He taught Moses in response to his request for knowledge how to
assuage His anger. Ed.] We all know how many times we recite the thirteen attributes and
nothing seems to happen and our sins do not seem to disappear. This is because we did not
heed the wording of the promise. The sages spoke about G’d having demanded that we prac-

tice, 0°P0W, the attributes of G’d, not merely recite them during a confessional. [cf. Alshich
and Tzror Hamor on Exodus 34,6. Ed.]

The commentary states that the one command which comprises all others is the one which states “Walk
in God’s ways,” and that this is connected to the extent that man was created in the image of God, he is
to emulate the Lord, and that all his limbs are designed for the purpose of performing a command. These
things are applied to both our spiritual and emotional faculties. Being gracious to others is related to our
understanding that God has been gracious to us, and the idea is that we are called to practice these attributes
of God, not to merely recite to confess them, we are to live the commandments. So taking the commentary
from Shney Luchot on Parashat Ki Tavo, the limbs are meant for the performance of the commandment. In
the midrash, the reference to the short leg of the throne, could this be a reference to the throne of God being
established in the commandment? Could the authority and rule over mankind and the establishment of the
throne of God in heaven be achieved by the Lord desiring that man is obedient to the commands? Note that
when a man humbles his life by ordering his ways according to God’s ways, he is placing himself under the
authority and rule of the Lord God in heaven. This may be why the rabbis in the midrash state that the throne
had one leg short, and the Lord propped it up with a small stone, which is God’s mercy. Man imperfectly
keeps the commands, and therefore the Lord must show mercy, or else everyone would perish. This may
also be the reason why the rabbis believe the world was built on the mercy of God.
The midrash continues saying the following,

And so David said, To Him that by wisdom built the heavens (Tehillim / Psalms 136:6). Why
this blessing? Because His mercy is for the world. And this refrain runs throughout the
whole psalm. And besides all these acts of mercy, He gives food to all flesh (Tehillim / Psalms
136:25). This verse tells you that His providing of sustenance outweighs all the other works
of creation put together. Rabbi Eleazer taught, The necessities of life are like redemption. As
redemption is miraculous, so the necessities of life are miraculous. As the necessities of life
come every day, so redemption comes every day.
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The gift of mercy is a blessing, and the rabbis note that the Lord shows His mercy by providing food for all
men, both the righteous and the unrighteous. Note how according to the Torah, the men in the wilderness
died due to their sins, and the Lord rained down the manna regardless of their sins. He sustained them even
in the midst of their sins. These people who died in the wilderness, we are told in the book of Joshua that
they were rebellious and refused to obey the command of God. This is brought out by the record that the
people coming out of the wilderness and entering into the Promised Land needed to be circumcised because
in their parents rebellion against God they were not circumcised according to the command. The people
who came out of Egypt refused to obey the command. The Lord provided the necessities of life for the peo-
ple, for their parents who were steeped in sin, and we are told in the midrash that the necessities of life are
like redemption because it is miraculous, and this may be a reference to the manna that fell; the rabbis are
most likely thinking upon the Torah narrative and what took place during the wilderness journey.

Midrash Tehillim 89, Part 2 concludes saying, ““‘Rabbi Samuel son of Nakhmani taught, the necessities of
life are greater than redemption, for while redemption is at the hand of an angel, as is said, The angel who
has redeemed me from all evil (Bereshit / Genesis 48:16), the necessities of life depend from the hand of the
Holy One blessed be He, as is said, You open Your hand, and satisfies every living thing with favor (Tehillim
/ Psalms 145:16). Hence, The world is built on mercy.” Notice something that is written in 2 Samuel 24:11-
16.

2 Samuel 24:11-16

24:11 When David arose in the morning, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Gad,
David’s seer, saying, 24:12 ‘Go and speak to David, ‘Thus the Lord says, ‘I am offering you
three things; choose for yourself one of them, which I will do to you.”* 24:13 So Gad came to
David and told him, and said to him, ‘Shall seven years of famine come to you in your land?
Or will you flee three months before your foes while they pursue you? Or shall there be three
days’ pestilence in your land? Now consider and see what answer | shall return to Him who
sent me.” 24:14 Then David said to Gad, ‘I am in great distress. Let us now fall into the hand
of the Lord for His mercies are great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man.” 24:15 So
the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning until the appointed time, and seventy
thousand men of the people from Dan to Beersheba died. 24:16 When the angel stretched out
his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity and said to the
angel who destroyed the people, ‘It is enough! Now relax your hand!” And the angel of the
Lord was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. (NASB)

Due to David’s sin of numbering the people, the Lord sent His word to the prophet Gad, and giving David
the choice what kind of punishment he was to receive. He is offered the choice between (i) famine, i.e. lack
of life’s necessities and comforts, (i1) War, absence of peace, or (iii) Pestilence, i.e. absence of good health.
Note how David chose Pestilence due to the mercy of God, that the Lord shows mercy and it is better to fall
into His hands than into the hands of others (war), or the weather (famine). David recognized the mercy of
God in providing the necessities of life for His people even in the midst of their sins. He also recognized
the autonomy that is given to foreign nations to make war and so the safest choice was to fall into the Lord’s
hand, and as 2 Samuel 24:16 states, the Lord relented when the angel stretched his hand toward Jerusalem.

Midrash Tehillim 98, Part 3 opens with the Dibur Hamatil (?°101:7 12°7) saying, “What parable fits
the creation of the world?”” In part 3, the rabbis open with a comment on the creation of the world, and a
parable that fits the explanation they are looking for. The homiletic introduction to the midrash states, “The
parable of a king who had treasuries filled with good things, and who asked, Two what end are these things
laid up?” The parable speaks of laying up good things. In the creation, the Lord God created and He said
“it is good”” indicating the good things that He has created. The point may be what we find here in Matthew
6:19-34 when Yeshua stated that we should be seeking to store up treasure in heaven as opposed to storing
up treasure here on earth.
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Matthew 6:19-34

6:19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. 6:20 ‘But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 6:21 for where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 6:22 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then
if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. 6:23 “But if your eye is bad, your
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is
the darkness! 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
6:25 “For this reason | say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat
or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? 6:26 ‘Look at the birds of the air, that they do not
sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
worth much more than they? 6:27 ‘And who of you by being worried can add a single hour
to his life? 6:28 *And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field
grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 6:29 yet | say to you that not even Solomon in all
his glory clothed himself like one of these. 6:30 ‘But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe
you? You of little faith! 6:31 ‘Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or “What will
we drink?’ or “What will we wear for clothing?’ 6:32 ‘For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these
things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 6:33 ‘But seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 6:34 “So do
not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble
of its own. (NASB)

Yeshua speaks of storing up treasures in heaven, what we allow into our bodies through our eyes, what we
allow to master us, and trusting in the Lord to provide for our needs in the necessities of life. The concept
of storing up treasure in heaven as opposed to on earth reminds us of what happened following King Solo-
mon’s time, he had stored up great treasures, and the subsequent kings invited other kingdoms to Israel and
show them the wealth of Israel, boasting of what they had. These kingdoms later came against Israel and
took all the gold and silver they had as thieves do in this world.

The entire midrash states the following:

3 390 ¥D PID 2%97n waTk | Midrash Tehillim 89, Part 3

,NNIR ™ oo -l’jm‘? ;M7 av»y ans 3 3. What parable fits the c_reat_ion of _the WOI’|d?_ The parable
YD LDOMIM O 71 9 MR L0 DORYR of a king who had treasuries filled V\_/lth goqd things, anq who
S0 O TPWM 9K DTy 5 I asked, Two wh_at end are these things _Iald up? I will get
1o7PR O 1 me servants, give them to eat and to drink, so that they will
73R TRY M2 M0 DA 1 T3 NN | praise me. Just so the world was waste and empty, and the
%Y1 ,902 IR v HWM ,0719 DR 8121 | Holy One blessed be He, rose up and created the earth, and
191 ,01°RT127 0971 7027 XX ,mwy? nn | let man rule everything. Therefore, what should we do? To
=n) 90 T 99AN I 9 MR K bless and praise our Creator. Even so Scripture says, Let ev-

(3 o erything that has breath praise the Lord. Halleluia (Tehillim

/ Psalms 150:6).

The midrash describes the Lord who stores up good things, and provides the good things to His people as
food and drink for the purpose of their praises. In a similar manner, the Lord rose up and created the heavens
and the earth by His great power, and He placed man in charge to rule over everything. Midrash Tehillim 89,
Part 3 concludes saying, ““Even so Scripture says, Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Halleluia

34 Copyright © 2016 MATSATI.COM Ministry



— Tehillim / Psalms 89 | vo °%°1n 150 —
(Tehillim / Psalms 150:6, (Y 3p ©°%70) 7171997 170 9270 7nwin 92 MR R)7).” Literally the rabbis say X171

7WIT 90 MR “he says all the breath...” saying all that have “breath” (77W3) similar to Revelation 5:13
“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea,
and all that are in them, heard | saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever;”” This describes the life that is given to all, and that of
the life of the faithful who recognize the significant role the Lord has played in sustaining His people. Not
only this, but all life on this earth will give praise to the Lord God in heaven. The concept here is that all of
God’s works cause us to praise Him. The example is found in the testimony of God to bless His creatures,
where the greatest example is of the Lord revealing Himself to men’s hearts and consciences, which is an
act of love for His people.

Midrash Tehillim 98, Part 4 opens with the Dibur Hamathil (2°mn:7 212°7) saying, “Blessed be the Lord
forevermore. Amen and Amen (Tehillim / Psalms 89:52).”” The homiletic introduction to the midrash states,
“Rabbi Eleazar said in the name of Rabbi Jose son of Zimra, Amen is used in three ways, as an assent to
truth, as an oath, and as showing acceptance.” Notice how the rabbis describe the word “Amen” (JAX) is
used in three ways. This is derived from the meaning of the word as “truly” or “truth.” The word amen
(Hebrew: 71X, Greek: aunv) is a declaration of affirmation found in the Hebrew Bible and the Apostolic
Writings.

The entire midrash states the following:

7 3790 ©D P95 Y9N WAt | Midrash Tehillim 89, Part 4

MR KT AR ODWY 7 N2 T 4. Blessed be the Lo_rd forevermor_e. Amen and Amer_\ (Tehillim /
JAX KT 12707 1 w3 YR Psalms 89:52). Rabbi Eleazar said in the name of Rabbi Jose son of

Zimra, Amen is used in three ways, as an assent to truth, as an oath,
AR 7173 ORI TR LTINN and as showing acceptance. Amen as an assent to truth occurs n
"X72) 02°727 AR N7 TIMN | the verse, So will your words be verified (Bereshit / Genesis 42:20).
“AR12°N37 AW 12K ,(2 22 1w | Amen as an oath occurs in the verse, And the woman will say, Amen,
,(22 77 72712) 7AKR IR TwRT a0 | Amen (Bamidbar / Numbers 5:22). Amen to show acceptance occurs
TAR OYT 99 1Y 2007 ,0ap 1R in the verse, And gll the people answere_d, Amen, Amen (Nehemiah
ST O9WA TR (1 R TR 8:6). When Amen IS repeated, one Amen is r_lot_ fo_r this W_orld,and the
A5 7 T112 M XA D9 1K) other Amen is for the world to come. This is intimated in the words,

' v 150 T blessed be the Lord forevermore. Amen, and Amen.

The word “Amen™ (77X) is now used as a liturgical response in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The
word has the same Hebrew root as emunah (faith) and is also connected with the word emet meaning
“truth.” The idea expressed is of having a firm trust, acceptance, and reliability in the word that was spoken

and in the Lord God in heaven. The word “Amen”™ (77%) is found in various places throughout the Scrip-
tures (Bamidbar / Numbers 5: 22, Devarim / Deuteronomy 27:15-26, 1 Kings 1:36, Isaiah 65:16, Jeremiah
2:5 and 28:6, 1 Chronicles 16:36, Nehemiah 5:13 and 8:6, and Tehillim / Psalms 41:14, 72:19, 89:52, and

106:48). In the late second century, a teacher in the Talmud takes the letters of amen (77X) to represent
the words ““el melekh neeman,” meaning “God, Faithful King.” A later Jewish commentator to the siddur

interprets homileticly the letters (77%) as an acronym for the words, “ani moser nafshi,” meaning “I offer
up myself as a sacrifice.” A rabbinic saying states that ““one who responds amen to a benediction is great-
er than the one who recites the benediction.” The reason given for this statement by the medieval sages is
that the one who responds with amen also hears the benediction itself and, since ““to hear is synonymous to
pronouncing,” he has to his credit both the amen and the benediction. Rabbi Meir said that “a child merits
the World to Come from the day he first says amen” (Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 110b). Rabbi Simeon son of
Lakish said that all the gates of Paradise open to one who answers amen with his whole being (Talmud Bavli
Shabbat 119b). Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayyim 124:1 states the following:
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayyim 124:1:

7 12 992077 YII IRY ) W ORY ,799AT ML 179V T ,10750 M2 1I0Y N7
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The translation says, Amen is to be recited only after another’s benediction, not after one’s own benediction
and the reason is so that one does not become proud or arrogant in his prayer. After a prayer of petition the
intention should be, “May it be Your will that this purpose be realized.” The word Amen is a statement of
affirmation and agreement and thus one should take care how one prays (take care what you say to the Lord
in heaven). The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch has the following to say:

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 6:10:

A person should be careful to say the word Amen properly not swallowing the aleph or nun.
One should be sure not to answer amen before the person reciting the bracha finishes the
bracha because this is called ‘a cutoff amen’. However, one shouldn’t delay too long to an-
swer amen because that’s considered ‘an orphaned amen’. Rather one should answer amen
immediately as the one reciting the bracha finishes the bracha. He should raise his voice
above the voice of the one making the bracha as it says “aggrandize Hashem with me and

praise His name together” (Tehillim 124). (X?¥ ,31302 128 Nan WXy T8D 137 T8
W2 ,72720 22 T0T 020V 0P 1R M3y XY TRR 139 03 1710 Y0722 X921 A9R7 Ao
;12720 N 77220 070RW2 420 XX 72N 1N WY 1N niyzn 0X) X9 031 .90 1N
((T2P) 1T MW ARRIIN AR 12 1073, MW, 71207 1 0 121 3023 X9 n M)

The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch states that one should take care how he pronounces the word Amen. Do not
cut off someone’s prayer saying Amen (cutoff) and do not delay in saying the amen (orphaned), one should
answer immediately following the Bracha, and should do so raising one’s voice for the purpose of bringing
glory to the Name of God.

The midrash continues saying the following.

Amen as an assent to truth occurs in the verse, So will your words be verified (Bereshit /
Genesis 42:20). Amen as an oath occurs in the verse, And the woman will say, Amen, Amen
(Bamidbar / Numbers 5:22). Amen to show acceptance occurs in the verse, And all the peo-
ple answered, Amen, Amen (Nehemiah 8:6). (Midrash Tehillim 89, Part 4)

The Rabbis quote from Bereshit / Genesis 42:20, 3030 X7 02°727 108 *72X IX°20 VR0 0°08-NXY D
:19-1wy 42:20 and bring your youngest brother to me, so your words may be verified, and you will not
die.” And they did so. (NASB) using the word 11%X?] recognizing that this word is from the root “Amen”’

(77a%) and that this is an assertion of truth. The repetition of the word “Amen” (772X) is an emphasis on one’s
agreement in his own words or agreement in another’s words.

Midrash Tehillim 89, Part 4 concludes saying, ““When Amen is repeated, one Amen is not for this world,
and the other Amen is for the world to come. This is intimated in the words, blessed be the Lord forever-

more. Amen, and Amen.”” So the idea is when one states “Amen’” (72X) twice, one Amen is for this world,

and one Amen is for the world to come. The word “Amen” (J72¥) is found in the last verses of the Bible
(Revelation 22:20-21). In the land of Israel, when a prayer or prophecy was made, or when the Torah was
read, ““All the people said, ‘Amen’”” (Nehemiah 5:13, 8:6) and we find in typical fashion, the Lord’s example
prayer ends with “Amen”” (Matthew 6:13). When we compare an instance of this in book of Mark, with
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the same statement in Luke, we find Mark wrote the word transliterated as aunv “Amen.” Luke however
translated it using the word aAnbog meaning “Truly”. (Mark 9:1, Luke 9:27). This reveals to us the first
century interpretation and the underlying meaning of the word “Amen”” as truth. It is a solemn affirmation.
When we say, “Amen’” we are saying, Yes before the Lord God and that we are agreeing to what was said,
we believe what was said to be true, and we want what was said to be so. Let’s Pray!

Heavenly Father,

We Praise Your Holy Name and for the Amen of your Words! Thank You for the joy you have placed in
our hearts to serve and to live our lives for You. We thank You for the promises You have made and Your
continued faithfulness to Your promises and to us. Thank You Lord for giving us the faith to believe in Ye-
shua the Messiah and for always calling our hearts back to You Lord! Please have mercy on us, forgive us
for our sins. We thank You Lord for sending Your son Yeshua that we may enter into the covenant of peace
that You have promised to Your people. Help us to grow in our faith, to walk in the spirit, and apply these
truths to our lives. We praise Your Holy Name and give You all of the honor, and the glory, and the praise
forever and ever.

In Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Name we pray! Amen!

Be Blessed in Yeshua, Christ our Messiah!
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Hallelujah for our Lord, our Teacher, our Rabbi,
“Yeshua” King Messiah forever and ever
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